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On the Propagation of Christian in Border

District of Yunnan, Guizhou and Sichuan

(1840-1949)

Abstract

Significance of This Subject

A Survey of the Subject

Some Christian organizations, such as the United Methodists, the China Inland
Mission propagated in border district of Yunnan, Guizhou and Sichuan after the
Opium War (Britain’s invasion of China, 1840-1842). Among them, there were 60000
disciples in the United Methodist’s church. Its center of religion and education of
Stonegateway of Weining County, Guizhou Province was called “the sacred place of
reviving Miao’s culture”, “a overseas paradise™.

This subject was and is paid a good deal of attention by academic circles at home
and abroad. So, there are a vast amount of research papers and books published. But
the achievement in research had some shortcomings. For instance, abroad researchers
often can not correctly treat the background of colonial aggression and its influence.
Domestic researchers were effected by “Left” ideological trend and short of overseas’
historical documents.

Significance of This Subject

Guiding by my tutor, Hu Shao-hua professor, also under my achievements in this
subject what has already been achieved, to finish the item. It will:

To recover domestic incomplete history of this times strictly according to the
facts. _

To analysis and appraise this Christian movement of minorities properly.

To sum up the experience, success and failure of “the highest culture region of
southwest Miao”, Stonegateway. To use the experience for practicing of strategy of
develop vigorously by science and education. '

Train of Thought and Method of Research

To reappear the history in its true feature and fill the gaps in the history by the
full and accurate materials of home and abroad.

To eliminate the limitations of districts of some formerly research by the concept
of viewing of situation and times as a whole. By guiding of the historical materialism
and applying the methods of branches of learning, to appraise the history, to seek the
objective law.



New Views and Overcomes

New Views

The background of propagation of Christian:

The colonial aggressions of Western big powers on China; the class origin of
Pollard and other missionaries were lower levels in England; the nationalities’
common people of southwest China were cruelly exploited by the landlords; the
specific historical environment of Miao group. All of these are prerequisites of the
correct understanding,.

The effect of main part:

Some one said what the extensive spreading and social reform of modem
Christian Protestantism was all operated by foreign missionaries. However, some new
materials which are just explored tell us that although the external cause was Pollard
and other missionaries who came from social lower strata and minorities of England
and amrived in China in tide of colonial aggression; but, the groups’ people of
southwest China played the role of the main part of this movement, without them,
there would have no this religious and social reform movement which evoke
worldwide repercussion.

Creation and affection of Old Miao Script of Yunnan, Guizhou and
Sichuan:

There were several kinds of scripts of groups were created after Protestantism
spread into the southwest of China, The Old Miao Script was one of them what was
the most approved by the groups’ people. Reasons for the success was it complied
with the requirement that Miao and other groups wanted to change their uncivilized
state, and assimilated the traditional cultural essential factor of Miao and region. The
extensive spreading of The Old Miao Script, beside the religious function, it also
strongly promoted advance social change of Miao and related groups.

Education of minorities:

Stonegateway, the educational center of the United Methodists in border of
Yunnan, Guizhou and Sichuan only lasted 40 odd years. Basically, there was no state
and foreign investment. It only depended local groups’ own manpower and finance
resources. Over ten thousand teenagers accepted normal primary education, several
ten thousands Miao people were wiped out illiteracy, a numbers of Miao and Yi
people graduated from collages and universities because this center. Its experience,
such as the schools were founded in fortified mountain villages, bring the initiative of
the local masses that we can make use of today.

Inevitable natural end of this Christian movement was materialism:

The masses of border of Yunnan, Guizhou and Sichuan who were oppressed and
exploited cruelly, made every effort to change their fate. Their revolt against Qing
Dynasty broke in 1869, organized churches in initial stage of 20 century, tool part in
new-democratic revolution in the forties, showed a continual ascending course. They



had selected Christian under given conditions. But with the effecting of main part,
developing of Chinese revolution, increasing of culture level and strengthening of
nation’s consciousness, a larger number intellectuals shook off yoke of religion and
took part in struggle of liberation lead by the Communist Party. They finally deserted
unreal happiness and found real happiness. And they also finally achieved the union
of method and aim.

To Fill the Gaps of Historical Facts

The subject recovered history of this times, filled some gaps with historical facts.
Such as:

Unequal currency of rate of exchange of big powers with old China was a
economic law that reflected the background of colonial aggression. Its essence is
Chinese people provided the funds of missionaries’ life and activity.

Labor stratum and minority’s family background of mission of Bible Chnistian
Church. Its spontaneous effect of class and nationality.

Missionaries of the United Methodists did what early activity in China.
Difficulty position caused by the strategy of town and Han groups.

Inside argument of mission aroused by if do missionary work in minorities.
Poliard became a loner that no item and funds. Chinese minorities’ people build
chapels and schools through their own efforts.

Christian propagated in Yi nationality’s Gepu people of Yunnan and Miao people
of southern of Sichuan.

Establishment of Stonegateway school. The teaching of two languages started in
1905.

Creators of Old Miao Script. Miao Script Bible pressed and issued 5 times in
1905-1936.

Etc..
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