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Brian Michael Jenkins is a senior adviser to the president of the RAND Corporation and author of 

numerous books, reports, and articles on terrorism-related topics, including Will Terrorists Go Nuclear 

(2008, Prometheus Books). He formerly served as chair of the Political Science Department at RAND. 

On the occasion of the 10-year anniversary of 9/11, Jenkins initiated a RAND effort to take stock of 

America's policy reactions and give thoughtful consideration to future strategy. That effort is presented 

in The Long Shadow of 9/11: America's Response to Terrorism (Brian Michael Jenkins and John Paul 

Godges, eds., 2011). 

 

Commissioned in the infantry, Jenkins became a paratrooper and a captain in the Green Berets. He is 

a decorated combat veteran, having served in the Seventh Special Forces Group in the Dominican 

Republic and with the Fifth Special Forces Group in Vietnam. He returned to Vietnam as a member of 

the Long Range Planning Task Group and received the Department of the Army's highest award for 

his service. 

 

Mr. Jenkins has recently testified on the topic of ISIS and the threat to Europe before the House 

Foreign Affairs Committee and has written Trains, Concert Halls, Airports, and Restaurants—All Soft 

Targets: What the Terrorist Campaign in France and Belgium Tells Us about the Future of Jihadist 

Terrorism in Europe (along with Jean-Francois Clair, former assistant director of the French internal 

intelligence service), analyzing the recent terrorist attacks in Europe. His latest RAND report on the 

topic is entitled The Origins of America’s Jihadists. 


