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» Calendar of Events

ARHS meetings are held on the first Tuesday oftlb@th, from September to May, at 7:30 p.m. usually
the Nova Scotia Museum of Natural History Auditon, 1747 Summer St., Halifax, unless otherwisedot
Paid parking is available in the Museum lot. Weomehe anyone sharing our interest in plants andegerd

May 02. Members to Members Plant Sale
This is when we sell our plants, the choice agewell as divisions of the mundane, to each
other. This year’s event will take place at kheseum of Natural History.

May 06. Pickup for Members’ Pre-Ordered Plant Sa¢.5 Sime Court, Hammonds Plains, NS.
10 am — 1 pm.PleaseNOT EARLIER THAN 10 AM. NOT LATER THAN 1 PM.

June 10. Garden Tour of Annapolis Valley gardens and Pot Luk
We look forward to visiting ARHS members’ andhext gardens, as well as a stop to examine the
rhodie plantings at the Atlantic Food and Haittire Research Centre in KentvillBee details
elsewhere in this issue.

June 11 -14 Rhododendron Dayat the Halifax Public Gardens. See item in this issue

Thank you for avoiding the use of perfumes and scéed products when you come to ARHS events.

A very warm welcome to our new members who hagently joined ARHS.

Robina Dogger, Dartmouth, NS
Malcolm Mackay, Rothesay, NB

ooo
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THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

71 @@ 7 The Perverse Pleasure of Early Spring in Atlantic Canada

¢ | By John Brett

“April is the cruellest month, breeding
Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing
Memory and desire, stirring

Dull roots with spring rain.”

.| perhaps confusing§yringa Vulgarisnvith Daphne Mezereum

By the time you receive this issue of the newsletfee worst of early spring in Atlantic

: Canada will be over and our gardens will be inrth@ry. That's hard to imagine as | write
this column. It's the beginning of April in Halifaxemperatures are close to freezing, old snowpiches the lawn and
there’s new snow in the air.

Despite this unpromising start, | believe thera sase to be made for the pleasures of early spriAgantic Canada. And
if only to lift my own spirits, | am going to attgghto make that case here.

A cynic might say that | have simply learned taleefior less. But as | gain in years | like to thiham learning to sense
more acutely, so that acceptance of the actual dr&denow is not a penance, but a pleasure. Ond wgyo enhance this

pleasure is by keeping a diary. It's there to rdal the various activities that go on in the garénd, of equal importance,
it encourages close observation and a heightenadeaess of the natural world just beyond my doprste

By way of example, here are a few of my observatifsaom late March to early May, some based on dénryies, some
drawn from memory. These are special moments for mgever subtle, and let me suggest that momempsally
gratifying, will likely be found in your own garden

It's late March. Dark patches appear on the i¢&\dlliams Lake. They spread
through the day, showing deep marine blue flecki#id sharp points of light, slush ice
turning into pools of water and pools into pondseTadiant sun is adding more heat
than cold nights subtract. You can feel the mommriuilding. By the middle of April,
the ice should be off the main body of the lakdtdd@un brings earthy odours as snow
cover shrinks and dark ground is exposed. Thesevatefungal, hopeful smells of the
garden reviving, with the occasional noisome wiaiffemind me that certain
neighbours could do a better job keeping trackeirtdogs and cats.

The witch hazel, ‘Jelena’, is unfurling its spigdqretals of ember orange. It's
been doing so, fitfully, since late February. Now ¢arly April the flowers are open
most days. The petals seem to lengthen as thersadsances, and the colour becomes
richer, more saturated. This is truly my first harper of glories to come. Close by the
witch hazel, | notice small flying insects hoveringhafts of cold sunlight. Vapour
rises off the remaining snow, clearly visible wieklit against dark shrubbery,
mingling like steam with the tiny, delicate fliesmiracle of life emerging when shade
temperatures are still below freezing.

The flower heads of Scotch Crocus and Galantrsesabove their pointed
leaves, poking holes through a sodden parchmelasofall's hosta leaves. Flower
petals are poised to open. Like me, they wait arstjofor three or four sunny days in a
row. | tell myself not to be impatient. It's onlydafpril and it hasn’t been a warm one
so far. Equally promising are the hellebores, snealbbage heads unfurling beneath
the oak leaves which | scratch aside, knowing fpaist experience that they can endure
night frosts by this time of year.
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Bird songs are changing as April advances. Shaupcpuated attacks tell me
Flickers and Pileated Woodpeckers are in the neighbbod. Eastern song sparrows
send forth sparkling, intricate strings of melo&jue Jays expand their vocal
repertoire, imitating other bird calls, even thasfetheir predators, the sharp shinned
hawk and merlin falcon. Male cardinals become bgltEaving their winter shelters in
the shrubbery and ascending to perch at the topsees, like out-of-season Christmas
ornaments declaring themselves by sight as wedbagsd. A pair of loons returns to the
lake now the ice is off. Their eerie yodeling calls heard by day and night. A Barred
Owl hoots covertly for mates. If we are lucky ged several warm evenings, the tree
frogs will join in with a peeping chorus loud enduig carry through the neighborhood
and beyond. | can hardly wait. For me, this is astrtbrilling declaration of spring.

How many tree frogs are there? It sounds like nudgs. And where do they all hide? It
is rare to ever see one of these tiny, stentorieatares.

Early May now, and R. Mucronulatum in the DickeBteGarden is an airy
cloud of pink. So is the aptly named, R. ‘Coralv&|a Mehlquist hybrid with a
reputation for being difficult, though it has natdn for me; and R. ‘Isola Bella’, a Joe
Brueckner hybrid. Three different varieties, thdifferent shadings of pink at the very
beginning of the bloom season when we really neddhéy make a big impact. Not
quite so far along, R. Oreodoxa var. Fargesii isdking into bloom, as is R. ‘PJM
Elite’, R. ‘April Song’ and a few other unnamedns I've grown from seed — unnamed
because | lost the tags long ago. The buds on roto®r rhododendrons are swelling
noticeably. My anticipation is building.

Just back from our members’ May plant sale witlv meodland perennials to
go in choice spots now vacant — the previous resgdieaving either died of their own
accord or been forcibly evicted by some maraudiedpivore. New recruits include
exotic hardy ferns, uvularia, disporum, and glaueid. While planting these - a
pleasant enough task - | discover podophyllumbiutms, corydalis and erythroniums
pushing above the leaf mould. That's a real thkiipwing they have survived another
winter. Colourful brushstrokes of crocus, chionaalexd early Narcissus are at their
peak.

Leaving behind those diary entries from the eaudiays of spring, let's return to the present momethtis stampede of
rhododendron bloom and new growth that continuem ftate May to the end of June, when so much ipd@ipg in the

garden you can hardly take it all in. At times thianton vernal display is too much, and | feel lasing control — or the
illusion that | ever had some control over the pesg of the season — with so many colours and shapding for my

attention, and such an abundance of weeds | caltyHarep ahead of them.

Strangely, at such times | find myself yearningum the clock back to mid-April, so | can once iagsavour the slow,
stately progress of spring arriving in Atlantic @da. It's a perverse pleasure, | know, but at lEastome of us, a pleasure
not to be missed.

Happy gardening and | look forward to seeing maiyonl at our annual garden tour and picnic this iogndune 18. o
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Rhododendron Days at the Halifax Public Gardens

The ARHS is taking part in the Canada 150 celedinatin the Halifax Public Gardens, June 11 — JuhéMe will have a
public information table at the Main Gate of thelifdx Public Gardens on Spring Garden Road. It Ww#l staffed from
noon to 2 pm. daily by volunteers from our membigrsiwvho will be engaging the public, answering dises about
rhododendrons and companion plants, showcasingplart plants of interest and encouraging intexkgieople to join the
society. In case of rain, the Society table willse¢ up in Horticulture Hall.

In addition to the special activities listed belalay Wesley, long time gardener in the Public Gasdavill be offering a
daily 20 to 30 minute tour of the rhododendron edtibn in the Public Gardens. The tour starts atARHS information
table at noon.

The ARHS is conducting the following special adtes. Some are guided and these will leave fromAREIS information
table at the main gate of the Halifax Public Gasdeéxil events and activities start at noon andtouabout 1:30 pm.

Sunday June 11
Rhododendron Flower Truss display. A display of rhododendron flower trusses, sugblby members, to show the
wonderful varieties of shape and colour availabléhe home gardener. The display will be at the SRkformation table.

Botanical Artists of NS (BANSA) Botanical art is not strictly flower paintindydugh that's often the subject. Watch as
members of the association practise this very ex@etrt on location in the gardens.

Monday June 12

Photographing Rhododendrons with John Brett. Bring your cameras and follow John as he leads thoough the
Gardens, sharing his knowledge of Rhododendronglepensing tips on photographing their magnifiddobms. Meet at
noon at the ARHS table at the entrance to the Garde

Ikebana with Miyako Ballesteros Ikebana is the Japanese art of flower arrangeriviipako Ballestros, co-owner of the
Ikebana Shop on Quinpool Road, will be at the ARBtSe to answer your questions about this faseigaancient art, and
to show a specially created arrangement featiRimgdodendron flowers.

Tuesday June 13

Plein Air Painters in the Garden. Plein air painters leave the four walls of thed& behind and create on location, in this
case the Halifax Public Gardens. Wander along #tlespand watch as 20 artists use paint, pastgbamcil to interpret the
splendours of spring in Canada’s oldest public gard

Wednesday June 14

Children's art session in the gardeActivities to be announced. &

PR o
Sanguinaria canadensi¢Bloodroot)
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ARHS GardenTour - 2017

Sophie Bieger has lined up an exciting Garden Boar Potluck for June 10 in the Kentville-Wolfvidkeea. See the list of
gardens below. Street addresses and garden deswiprill be sent to you by email by mid-May, alsdditional
information on parking, carpooling , etc.. PleaselJune 10 in your calendar and come visit somededul gardens.
Schedule - Saturday June 10

9:30 - 10:30Kentville Research Station: guided tour

10:40 - 11:45Ed Reekie, Main St., Kentville, and Jamie Ellisgigndyke St., Kentville

12:00 - 12:45Ro0b and Sue Craig Gunn, Lakewood Rd., Kentville

1:00 - 2:15Potluck Lunch at home of Sophie Bieger & Paul Dam\Canard St., Canning

2:30 - 3:15Tim Amos, Jackson Barkhouse Rd., Medford

3:30 - 4:15Gill and Chris Childs, Woodside Rd., Canning

4:30 Juta & Paul Cabilio, Bishop Ave., Wolfville

5:00 Tangled Gardens, Grand Pre. Head gardener, Ninangtom, will be present.

Optional stop: The Just Us! café garden en rautdighway 101.

The Story of the ARHS Logo

By Sheila Stevenson

The logo that identifies our society was created(fi4 by graphic designer, Grant Murray, followthg incorporation of
the ARHS as a not-for-profit society in Nova Scotia

The image is based on a black and white drawinth@tybrid rhododendron, ‘Minas Grand Pre’, by Berwick artist,
Twila Robar de Coste. It was commissioned by theerfoiner of the ARHS, the Atlantic Region Chaptértioe
Rhododendron Society of Canada (aka RSCAR).

Rhododendron 'Minas Grand Pre' was selected asnide! for the graphic because it is perhaps the dietnctive of the
hybrids created by George Swain at the Kentvillgiéddtural Research Station, in Kentville, Nova 8aoThe plant is
registered with The American Rhododendron Sociatyadetailed description can be found online at:

http://www.rhododendron.org/descriptionH_new.asp?ID=845
For even more information about Rhododendron ‘Mi@aand Pre’ and the other excellent hybrids thaea@ut of the

same breeding program, please BeeDonald L. Craig, Fifty Years of Testing and Breeding Rhododendronilava
Scotia”. This article is available on our website at:

http://atlanticrhodo.org/archives/articles/fifty-ye ars-testing-breeding-rhododendrons-nova-scotia/

ARHS member Sophie Bieger and her daughter arerglyrproducing a banner that will feature ouridgive logo. It will be used
to identify the society at public events, startivith Rhodo Days in the Public Gardens, Sunday, June \Metinesday, June 14. o
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Garden Design with a Photographer’s Eye
A summary by Bob Howard of a talk by Freeman Pattergiven at the ARHS monthly meeting, April 47201

Freeman'’s first group of photographs illustrated th
concept of visual contrast. He explained that e e

% sees contrasts of light and dark, mass and voias. T

< eye also sees contrasts between colours. Freeman
asked us to look in an appreciative and discerning
way at these contrasts in a scene, and to W@kt

@3 are the basic shap@siow do they relateHow do |

feel about what | see?

Gertrude Jekyll recommended squinting as a way of
@ seeing the dark and light values more clearly. This
can be very helpful when evaluating the overall
design of the scene before you.

Freeman's second group of photos showed the
subtle interventions he has introduced into the
S S - & native woodland around his garden at Shamper’s
A planted meadow in Freeman Patterson’s gardehanger's Bluff, New | Bluff, New Brunswpk. A beautiful example was a
Brunswick. fern meadow to which he had added just a single
plant, a ‘Golden Lights” azalea. It created a
powerful impact and gave a strong focus to the qdyaiph. Freeman summarized his approactRaspect the land you
garden on and let the land speak to you. Gardeh what you have He said that, for him, this is a fundamentahgiple

of garden design.

With a third group of photos Freeman illustratedvhioe uses paths to enhance his garden design. mmatized his
approach by sayindPaths are invitationgeading the eye and mind through the garde®eman mows paths through native
areas and then he lets Nature respond. One meragpabto, a wide strip of path awash in tiny blueadwv flowers,
showed the beauty of this approach. Another pheqogally arresting, showed a natural allée of cédas with a distant
opening to the sky, allowing sunlight to fall otuan in the path, enticing the curious.

A final group of Freeman's photographs took us @xtvaordinary gardens coast to coast, from the Rawmswick property
of his late neighbor, Joe Steele, to Québec, Gntamd on to British Columbia. He spoke fondly a$ day in the
magnificent Abkhazi garden in Victoria, sharing tea talk with the late Peggy Abkhazi who, with hesband, Nicolas,
created a vision of paradise that joins plantslandscape in striking combinations. It is the culation of many years of
effort and a great sense of design. One photoriicphar, of sinuous tree branches casting darkresting shadows across
a bright green lawn, perfectly embodied both thsttestic of this garden and Freeman’s unique appréache art of
photography. =

@© Freeman Patterson

© Freeman Patterson L

Two eye-catching Rhododendron hybrids from Freésewmilection. Many of these came from Jack LooyRisodoland Nursery.

8 AtlanticRhodo



An update on the ARHS initiative to develop interpretive panels and other
content related to the story of the Kentville Agricultural Research Station
Rhododendron Breeding Program.

By Sheila Stevenson

“In the beginning there were no plans to do anythmore than make the vista more presentable whenoaphing the
Kentville Research Station building complex. ..afT8wain and | should become involved in a rhodddmm breeding
programme was inevitable.”Donald Craig in Fifty Years of Testing and Breeding Rhododendrori$ava Scotia

e

s 7 TRt - .
Rhododendron planting at the Kentville AgricultuRdsearch Station. [Sheila Stevenson]

Today's visitors to the Kentville Research Statibay be aware of the many rhododendrons on the [Eiicularly in
bloom season, but currently there is no way tonleapre about their story. That will change if thRAS membership
approves a proposal and budget to finance the ptimduof outdoor interpretive panels to be placedhe site.

Having received approval-in-principle from the ARH®ard to pursue the idea of both mapping and pnééing the
rhododendrons at the Kentville station, | pitchedoi the Assistant Director, Mark Hodges, whosgoese was, I“am
proposing a cooperative relationship between AARG ARHS in order to complete this effort soonenthkanned.”

To that end, Stephen Archibald and | met on ApdiMdth staffers Debra Oxby, Susan Carbyn, and Nfikésifer. We were
delighted to learn that Debbie and Susan were@reampping the beds using GIS technology, idemtgythe plants in the
process, with the aim of producing a brochure forGpen House scheduled for Saturday, August 2@giebration of
Canada’s 150anniversary. The focus of the open house will baatla’s history of agricultural research.

Our meeting concluded that the interpretive panejegt should get underway after the open housesnwthe plant
inventory and the brochure have been completech Rl aid in creating the content for the interfive panels, which we
plan to have completed and installed by end oingpr2018. This time frame allows for budgeting am end and getting
approval from the ARHS membership in September.
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In the meantime,

10

The ARHS is on standby for helping with plantritiéication.

Stephen and | will meet with Avril VollenhovehgtPublic Affairs Branch local Communication Office clarify
Federal government requirements for the interpegtanels. e.g. they must be bilingual.

Stephen and | will also investigate using digiéahnologies that allow the public to access nmaepth
information on the Kentville station rhododendroRsr instance, a smart phone app might be develtyetis
purpose.

All ARHS members may wish to take part in the &n150 celebration open house at the Kentvilléechgural
Research Station on August 26.

The Kentville Agricultural Research Station is thefirst stop on our annual garden tour this year (Jure 10,
9:30 to 10:30 am). If you go, please keep this pegt in mind while exploring the grounds. @

7
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A garden bed highlighting rhododendrons at the iddatAgricultural Research Station [Sheila Stesemn
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A Resurrection Garden

By Freeman Patterson

© Freeman Patterson

My rhododendron and azalea garden, which now cesitaiore than 1000 plants, is rather like the fi@ior opsy who “just
grew.” It began in the rather hazy past, sometibneua 14 years ago, when | was only three. No, miythay does not fall
on February 29, but | count my years from Janu&ry2200, when | underwent the second of two livansgplants (within
five days) in Halifax’s Queen Elizabeth Il Hospitbbpent a relatively happy winter there, in aduoced coma, while all of
my friends did the serious worrying. | had beeregiless than a one per cent chance of survival.

About the middle of May, after | had learned tochaty head up straight, then to stand up, and eadiptbow to walk
again (first with a walker, then a cane), | wagaskd.

As I'd been gardening seriously with both flowerslavegetables since about the time | had startedogcall my instincts

were to plunge my hands immediately into soil, &futourse | couldn’t. Not for a couple more ye&iswever, | could give

instructions! So, my long-time employee, neighbamd good friend, Joanne Nutter, who knew nextdthing about

gardening at the time, became both my student andiank horse. Fortunately, Joanne is totally uridficf hard physical

labour and she took to gardening like lobsters takéhe Atlantic Ocean. Within a couple of years were happily

gardening together, usually starting about 5:30. énflate May and June, when the light is beautifaé temperature is
usually cool, and most of the bugs are still asleep

In 1998 | had donated my 200 acres at the junabbthe St. John River and its tributary, the Bealiej to the Nature
Conservancy of Canada, retaining only a life tegatNCC was able to add another 100 acres, so ldivea 300-acre
natural area that, for the most part, will remairefer wild. However, | can interact freely withtme for a few acres in a
circle surrounding my house, and it was in the wltbds behind my house that Joanne and | begaratd pkaleas and
rhododendrons - just a few at first, but increalsimgore and more as the years went by. | decidesgotd with the rhodo
family because about 25 years earlier, when | knething whatever about rhodos, | had put more-ss-keccidentally a
gift English Roseum in exactly the right spot. Afgrowing vigorously for five years, it decided bdboom again and
became larger and lovelier with every passing yiedecame my guide.

As the years passed, Joanne, her husband andlbweut dead trees, burned the slash, carried ouf bogbthen | planted
immediately in each new area. Since the networoofs made digging impossible, | placed virtualg®y plant on top of
the ground, surrounding it with good horse-manumpost (plus a bit of Pro Mix) and a layer of regudépruce muich. |
certainly wasn't worried about the acidity of thwl sas blueberries anldhododendron canadenpeoliferated in untouched
open spaces. Of course, | was learning fast aring&verything | could about growing rhododendrons

When my woodland garden numbered about 600 pladiscovered that Capt. Dick Steele had been tgstindodendrons
and azaleas at Tyng Hill, his brother’s propertst jinree km. from me, but also, as both Dick arelldad passed on, that
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all the azaleas and many of the rhododendrons bairg taken over by forest. | approached the famigmber who was
responsible for the property and asked to “borr@N’the azaleas, pointing out that if they remaingdtere they were,
nobody would ever enjoy them, but if | moved theamty garden, the entire Steele family and manyrstkeuld enjoy
them again and again.

My suggestion was accepted. Early in November a220oanne and | dug up all 100 azaleas (smallaagd) and brought
them to my garden. We managed about a 95% surxvétal although some of the larger ones surviveg bekcause |
pruned them severely. Since that time | have betnning to Tyng Hill and prowling the woods todimaturally-layered
branches of overgrown rhodos, that I'm also movwiritdp real success. Harold Popma has helped meifiganime of these,
such as ‘Minas Grand Pré’, ‘Walter Ostrom’, ‘RurmiDeer’, and ‘Boulderwood’. | found one huge rhdtat still had a
label, a very old variety: ‘Lady Grey Egerton’hiad two layered branches. | planted one that steigis feet tall and gave
the six-foot branch to Harold, who has it in hicl8alle garden.

Although | have purchased most of my plants fronritdae nurseries — Scott’s in Fredericton, Brundwilc Quispamsis,
Corn Hill near Sussex, Cedarcrest in Saint Johma@a Green in St. George, and Baldwin’s in Falmobithva Scotia—
increasingly | have been securing plants from Jaw#t Jackie Looye’'s Rhodo Land Nursery in Niagardhenlake,
Ontario. | usually make some personal selectionsalso ask Jack to choose for me, so I'm growingesad crosses, many
his own. At present | have about 175 rhododendarieties and about 50 azalea varieties growingremge of continuous
open woodland settings — hardiness zones 4b to erégb

Joanne has retired, but comes often to visit, avel MacPherson, an extremely fit young neighbouthvei degree in
forestry and horticulture as well as all the preatdtiskills | could ever hope for, has joined met{iane in the garden. The
labour of love goes on. =

© Freeman Patterson - — °
A . W
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Making a New Garden: Less Work, More Plants
A summary by Bob Howard of a talk by Roslyn Dudfithe ARHS monthly meeting, March 7, 2017

[Roslyn Duffus Photos]

B At our March meeting, Roslyn Duffus showed us ins|ag@é the making of her new,

& shadier garden. Almost four years ago, she movedsioaller house and larger property.
She got off to a good start by finding a propertghwstone walls and moss-covered
rocks, a beautiful brook that is “full and rushingd woodland of oaks, hemlocks,
& Christmas fern, eastern teaberry, mayflower, phyéberry and best of all - no goutweed.
%! Nevertheless, preparing soil, germinating seedteamsplanting things from her former
property have made for a bunch of work. Her goabikave less work over the years as
= the plants fill in and make the garden.

An excavator was used to level land, save topswilnew beds and rearrange large
% boulders into new stonewalls. After trying to dig the rock-strewn ground, Roslyn
4 changed her approach and instead, fills in hollamsl builds up beds behind low
stonewalls. She avoids planting under maples wWidir tgreedy roots. Another labour-
saving strategy is to lay cardboard over an areatam that with straw and garden soil,
- delivered from a local company. For some specisior plants, she mixes in extra bags
. of compost or seaweed compost. After this, thatplare set in and watered. Finally, she
A ralsed bed planted W|th young mulches with bark. One note of caution: avoid comuiaé soil mix that has shredded
Rhododendrons in Ros’s garden.plastic in it. She still finds this plastic eveige she weeds.

In the four seasons since moving to her new homs|yR has put in new planting beds and has buitick garden and a
crevice garden that makes use of broken drivewagrete. All the while, her collection of plants Hasen growing and
multiplying to fill these new spaces. She has didithose stockpiled from her old garden, sowedssted now fill her cold
frame, and acquired new plants from the ARHS sahesvarious nurseries. The range of shrubs andbeonis material that
she grows is impressive. Her photosGantiana sino-ornatand Cypripedium parviflorungive a hint of these riches. At 48
inches at its widest and 24 inches in height, &igydst garden introduction to date is Rhododendaseph Gable’.

Roslyn searches out plants nearby, as well asnthméde. Some plant suppliers she likes are: Whigtnt Alpine Nursery,
Fraser’s Thimble Farm, the Rare and Unusual Plalg & Annapolis Royal, Insigne Gardens, Baldwhitssery, Cosby’s
Nursery, and Bunchberry Nursery. As well, she takdsantage of the ARHS tissue culture sale, seetiagige, and
members’ plant sale, as well as plant swaps witbegang friends.a

Cypripedium parviflorum
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Listed below are some of the plants you'll see aslign’s garden:

Adonis vernalis ‘Joseph Gable’, ‘Polaris’, ‘Sproeten’ (from Bill 'genhof),
Arisaemagenus — several of the approximately 180 specidsilights’

Callianthemum anemonoides Sanguinaria canadensis

Corydalis solida Sarracenia purpureagorthern pitcher plant

Cypripedium acauleyink lady’s slipper Trillium albidum

Cypripediumparviflorumvar. pubescendarger yellow

lady’s slipper

Cypripediunreginae,showy lady’s slipper

Dactylorhiza maculataheath spotted orchid
Narcissuggenus, several varieties of miniature daffodils
Digitalis genus

Epigaea repensnayflower

Gentiana sino-ornata _
Glaucidium palmatumjapanese wood poppy (purple flow *g
Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Jelenakjtch hazel )
Helleborusgenus - numerous sorts, including seedlmgsf
Ken Shannik

Hydrangea macrophylldhlue flowering variety

Iris genera, bearded and reticulata species

Jeffersonia dubia

Kalmia latifolia, mountain laurel - several varieties
Leptinella squalidabrass buttons

Primula genus

Rhododendromenus Varieties include ‘Brook Street’,
‘Charme-la’, ‘Hachman’s Charmant’, ‘John Weagle’,

Spring display, Branklyn Garden, Perth ScotlanddBloward]
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Drought Tolerance in Rhododendrons
By M.J. Harvey
(Modified from the 2003 Victoria Rhododendron Sgdigewsletter and later reprinted in the May 20 Nletter)
[Editor's note: This article points out an interesting fact. \aligall rhodo hybridizing is being directed towsrtbveloping interesting flowers, plant foliage

characteristics, or temperature tolerance to dibieor cold conditions, while little effort is dated towards drought tolerance. | hope that Joeeis
observations may inspire hybridizers, as minimiziager demand in the garden is becoming increggmgbrtant in many areas of North America.]

It is unfortunate that rhododendrons in Victoriaitigh Columbia, have come to R
associated with intensive watering. This is padie to the enterprise of our lo
landscapers and equipment suppliers, as shown ibyirtlaginary conversatio
Gardener: “Does my garden need an automated watering systeanelscaper: “It is
the best thing you could possibly have; we wiltaione next week.” There is a
saying: “Never ask a barber whether you need autdiiThe answer is always yes!

In the wild, rhododendron species grow in a widgyesof climatic conditions. The gre
center of species diversity in the Himalayas hamasoonal climate where rain shegs
down in the summer, with cooler, dryer winters. Aviimm this region there are fewzss
rhododendron species but they are adapted to satlonates, most with a greater
lesser degree of summer drought. A local example be Vancouver Island B. R. maximumPhoto by Coen Zonneveld
macrophyllumdistributed from British Columbia to Californiadhperfectly adapted ' from Hirsutum.

survive a long summer drought. However, persohdiywe found it difficult to grow.

By happenstance, in the 1990s, | conducted a Emg¢xperiment on drought resistance in rhododertaiybrids. | had no intention
of doing such a thing, it just happened, so leexmain. In 1990, | moved to Sooke, BC, a 40-mirtitee west of Victoria. With
me came many hundreds of seedlings resulting fygrids | had made during the previous few yeafddma Scotia. | planted out
these seedlings in rows in a large, flat field wiitl intention of eventually picking out the bé&sir the next few years | would put
sprinklers on the field during dry spells. As tleediing area grew larger and pressure from my etbek on grasses mounted, |
stopped watering, allowing the exposed field toaltycompletely in the summer.

The soil was a deep, fine sand, low in clay commsnand with little water-storage capacity. Duragne summers, with only a few
millimeters (fractions of an inch) of rain from &un September, the capacity of the plants tovsumvdught in full sun was severely tested. The
results? Most of my seedlings died. Consideringriagnitude of the water stress and years of shglch this was not surprising. What is
interesting is the parentage of those seedlingsuivéved. It became apparent to me that paigetals must have been a significant factor.

The surviving seedlings were of the following cesss

R. smirnowiix R. pachysanthum
R. pseudochrysanthuxR. degronianunsubspyakushimanum
R. maximunx R. ungernii

| should point out that | did not ug& macrophyllunin my crosses, but | suspect that its hybrids @dwalve been among the
survivors, had | done so. What is interesting altmitabove list is where the parent species coome, fand the climates in which
they grow. Not one is from the monsoonal centehoflodendron diversity in Southeast Asia. Theyalireom peripheral regions

with some degree of summer drought.

R. smirnowii. Photo by Hank Helm from Hirsutum. R. ungernii.Photo by Everard Daniel from Hirsutum.
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R. smirnowiiand R. ungernii

R. smirnowiiand R. ungerniiare both from the slopes of the southern Cau
Mountains and both were discovered in 1885 by BRranz Ungern-Sternberg (18
1885), a Baltic-German botanist and physician. @frtbe species was named for
Baron and one for a friend. | might mention thatwife Linda and | have visited t
Georgian Republic (when it was part of the USSRI)lzave seen the understonfRo
ungerniiin the foothills growing beneath an open canopynafjnificent Carpathi
beech Fagusspp.) with towering straight trunks. The southeau€asus has a fai
mild climate with some summer drought periods.

R. pachysanthunand R. pseudochrysanthum

R. pachysanthurandR. pseudochrysanthuane both from Taiwan, not the frost-f
sub-tropical margins of the island, but in the mains where it can freeze in win
and yet get quite warm and dry in the summer.

3 ..J.cr.
R. pachysanthumPhoto by Jens Birck from
Hirsutum.

R. degronianurmsubsp.yakushimanum

R. degronianunsubspyakushimanunis not too far away, on the island of Yaku atgbathern tip of the Japanese chain, where it

grows exposed to sun and wind near the mountain top

R. maximum

The remaining specieR. maximumis from yet another continent. It occurs along Appalachian mountain chain in the eastern
USA, where it can get summer storm rain but, otfsernwvhere it can be stinking hot and dry, as Ehaarsonally experienced. The
particular cultivar oR. maximunused to make my hybrid was the Mt. Mitchell realted form, although this does not show in the

offspring, or at least not yet.

So, in summary, all the surviving hybrids in theldihave parents with some degree of natural dtaagistance. This seems to have

combined in various ways to produce exceptionatyght- tolerant offspring. As | said earlier, iasvnot my intention to research
drought tolerance, but the results are so stritkiagl thought it worth documenting. =

R. degronianumsubsp.yakushimanumPhoto by Garth Wedemire R. pseudochrysanthunPhoto by Coen Zonneveld from
from Hirsutum. Hirsutum.

Joe Harvey is a member of the Victoria Chapter,apdblific contributor to the Victoria Chapter'swsletter. The Editors would
like to thank him for permission to reprint thigiele in the ARHS Newsletter.
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English Hawthorn as a Hedge Planting in Victorian Yarmouth

By David Sollows

English Hawthorh (Crataegus monogyhavas the preferred
choice as a hedge shrub during the Victorian eiaimouth,
Nova Scotia. It is hardy, easily trimmed to prodube&k
foliage, and it can be coaxed and pruned into uarighapes
and heights. It also has nasty thorns that keapand beast
from passing through it. In addition, hawthorn d¢ancut to
— the ground when it becomes too coarse, and newtlgranil
—l. spring from the roots to regenerate the hedge.r(thes and
! shrubs such as fir, white spruce, and Europeanhbeece

T HowrTHOR™N HEDOES r
TARASLITH NS,

o |

| sometimes used for hedges, but English hawthormsde
| have been the most common choice.

~— From the 1850’'s to the end of the nineteenth cgntur
Yarmouth ship owners and merchants were buildingemo
and more elaborate houses. Any stately home needed
garden and any garden of note needed a hedge ¢otats
boundaries. It is uncertain when the first hawthbatges
* | were planted in Yarmouth, but by the end of theGl8they
r were common throughout the town. Many vintage osis
feature them lining streets and enclosing gardens.

Hawthorn hedges of Yarmouth c. 1899.
The hawthorn hedges were predominantly made uph@évilowered forms of the tree, though the ornatalered flowered
hawthorn Crataegus coccingawas also used occasionally. When the hedges allreed to flower and produce seed,
they provided an excellent supply of winter food liirds. An unintended result of this was that tiaevthorn spread into
fields and open areas in the surrounding counteydiécoming widely naturalized in the region. Ouwaally, white and
red varieties will hybridize, producing flowers ging from creamy white to pink. In many areas ofrdauth County, one
can enjoy the clouds of blossoms in late May.

What has become of the hedges? It is importaneteember that they were maintained without the dsgower tools.
Hand clippers were used to keep them in shape. Waycho has ever encountered the spikes of a hawttrmws how
sharp and painful they are. Over time, other shtildesbarberry or privet found favour. They grow maaapidly and can be
trimmed to form a denser, more compact hedge. Aggities became subdivided, hedges and gardemsvaftee destroyed
to make way for new construction.

Still, there are some remnants of those early hanntthedges, often just a single tree that has owenythe space
originally intended for it. In a few places, a sestof old hedge can be found intact, with the omoamed hawthorns now
untrimmed and taller — reminders of an earlier tim&armouth when hand-trimmed hawthorn hedges wegestandard
border for a formal garden, or a boundary betwéerfront yard and the street.

The Pilgrim shipMayflower,is said to have been named for the “Mayflower treetommon name for the hawthorn in
17" century England. A.E Roland, revised by M. Zifike Flora of Nova ScotjaHalifax: Nimbus Publishing and the Nova
Scotia Museum, 1988. a

ve hawthedges.
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Sichuan 2016 - A Lapponica Odyssey
By Ole Jonny Larsen (Photos by the Author)

In the spring of 2016, a group of Scandinaviansetbdihe central parts of Sichuan in search of
rhododendrons and other plants. We were four Noawegand two Danes. Four of us were
| familiar with Chinese mountains and Chinese rhoddds in their native habitats and two of us
- were new in the field. The participants were BamieBjerg and Hans Eiberg from Denmark; and
— Jan Ole Westerhus, Knut Grebstad, Egil Valderhansjthe author and tour leader, Ole Jonny
Larsen, from Norway. Our ages ranged from 59 tavi&st of the time it was a comfortable trip
~ | where we slept in hotel beds and had our dinnergérestaurants. However, before our last week,
the party split up. The Danes flew home, and the Kwrwegians challenged themselves by joining
a well-known trekking route through the famous Ggm§han area. Quite unexpectedly, our 2016
¥ Sichuan tour then turned into a real odyssey tlirdfagtastic Lapponica landscapes. Another

S surprise was finding three localities with the veae Rhododendron rufesceirsfull flower, but

Theauthor at Pan Pan Pass 4760
the highest point in the trek. fore about that later.

The species within the Lapponica subsection aregosized as Lepidote rhododendrons. These are sifraim moorland
or high altitudes, relatively small in all their im except forR. cuneatumMany Lapponica species only grow well in
culture in the colder climates of Scotland, Scaadia or Atlantic Canada. The leaves are usually than 2.5 cm. (one
inch) long and densely scaly on both surfaces. fldwers, coloured mainly in the blue to purple esfdthe spectrum
(although a few species have white, pink or yelltowers) are typically widely funnel-shaped, excémt R. intricatum
which is tubular funnel shaped. The more commortiggen cultivation ardR. fastigiatum, R. impeditum, R. polycladum
andR. russatum.

Our journey was organized by a French tour compasgd in the town of Lijiang, and our guide wasZHeJian, a.k.a., “Dennis,”
who some of us knew well from former trips. Heésyskilled and very professional!l On May 21, wated out from Chengdu, the
provincial capital of Sichuan, with 14.5 milliorhiabitants. This town is in fact bigger than theytatipns of Denmark and Norway
together, which says something about both Scaridimaountries and Chinese cities! There are diigbts between Chengdu and
Amsterdam so in theory one can leave home in Elangée in the rhododendron fields of Sichuan mdays! We had planned a
circular tour that covered the central parts di&m province and then returned to Chengdu. Orlevgsao avoid many long drives
and another was to stay at the same hotel moretignight to have more time each day to explardattendron areas. Especially
when one gets older, this kind of tour can be w@marding and not involve too much struggle.

Starting our journey, we drove from Chengdu to fjlccrossing over the Jia Jin Shan pass at 41{#3497 ft.). Near the top of
the pass we foundhododendron anthopogamd, lower downRR. phaeochrysuwer. levistratumwas in flower. Dennis had picked
good hotels for the most part and our stay inthelvillage of Rilong was no exception. We werdirojstic about the next day. Our
plan was to visit a nature reserve in the ShuangqiaValley near the beautiful Mount Siguniang,toudur surprise snow fell in the
mountains during the night. It was cold and it vaasing most of the time we were in the reserveepkfor seeinR. nivalesubsp.
borealein flower (but covered with snow!), some yelldweconopsisand scenery which must have been beautiful unekser
weather conditions, the day was disappointingyvemdiere all anxious that the cold, wet weather tmighlet up for a while.

Well, we did not have to worry! By that evening theather improved, and during an afternoon watkénarea around the village,
we found a plant that was both well-known and giezat the same time. It was obviouRlyconcinnumbut the flower colour was
odd, a very soft pink. Since our plant exactly metta photo in McQuire and Robinson’s 2009 editocket Guide to
Rhododendron Specjes had to beR. concinnumvar. benthamianum(Chamberlairet al1996), calledRr. concinnunfor short,
though some refer to it as Benthamianum Group. Mbmut oddR. concinnuméater. The day ended with a good whisky after
dinner and our cold start was soon forgotten.

Next morning, we headed for Balang Shan pass (#0003,123 ft.) in sun and pleasant temperatunefact, most of the trip from
then on was in sunny weather, sometimes too susyt made photography difficult. On this half-daip, we foundR.
primuliflorum, which we saw during most of the tour, varyingtaridlower colour from white to deep pinkery fineR. vernicosum
in full flower; R. concinnunwith a normal flower colour arfd. aganniphurmSome of the elepidote species were being attdnkad
rust fungus, which we would see much more of later.

After lunch, we headed for our next stop, the swigll of Danba, with tourist stops in traditiondlages along the way. During

dinner at our hotel that night, the local mayonéat up at our table and honoured us with patrsatigs about the Danba area. We
sang a Scandinavian folk song in return.
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Our plan for the next day was to drive throughféimous Danbi
Gorge and try to findR. danbaenseWe saw many larg
rhododendrons from the car, mosky decorumbut finding a
good place to stop was difficult, and soon we resbed throug
the whole Danba Gorge without being able to staplaok for
any plants at all! To our annoyance, driving basénsed out 0
the question to our guide and driver.

Instead, we now had the beautiful mountain calleidéShan in fro
of us, and so we followed a dusty road towardsete we had o
first meeting withR. websteranunThis species was not introdud
until 1990, and is quite rare in cultivation. Igight growth habit an
greyish-green leaves are good identifying featlregems odd th@
this species was introduced so late as we saalljitiiousands ¢
plants along the roads, especially in yak-grazatbtzapes where litts !
else grew. The yaks obviously do not like eatingidalendrons! On the road to Heize Shan

At the bottom of the valley where the road endegtetis a good path up to a plateau at 4100 M51L&,) with a sacred lake. Here, there
is a wonderful view towards the great Heize Shéwe. Banks around the lake were crowded with a spidbrof prayer flags which
westerners might consider more as signs of visliatipn than public worship, but the Lamaism peagbviously have a different view
of this matter. New rhododendrons seen duringikieatere Lapponicas suchRsnitidulum, R. intricaturandR. flavidumall in flower
and mayb®. thymifoliumlt was a very hot day, so a local man sellinddmtif beer by the parking place was very popular.

We spent the night in the city of Tagong at ned€l90 m (13,123 ft.). Tagong has a famous Lamaismeastery that dominates
much of the city centre. The hills around are cederith enormous symbols made from prayer flags.&ffect could be compared
with the famous “HOLLYWOOD" sign on the hill abotieat well-known district of Los Angeles, but Hollgad has only one sign!
Around Tagong there were enormous symbols onalstinrounding hills and since the landscape cerwidy of grassland, they
could be seen from miles away.

Our next drive gave another taste of the richnéssygponicas in Sichuag
On the way from Tagong to Kangding, there wereresite stands oR.
websteranumalong the road sides. When we were emerging

Zheduoshan Pass near the Kangding area airp@9&t. (14,101 ft.) mo
Lapponica species turned up and most of them irfldwer. R. intricatu

nitidulum and R. nivale At the highest point, 4214 m. (13,825 ft.) s
special forms occurred. First found was one siptgat of R. nivalewith
flowers in a deep pink, almost soft purple, anchfRe intricatumwith pink
flowers. Since the area was large and impossitsedoch through in half &=
hour, | feel sure more interesting flower varietigsuld be found give g
enough time. On the other side of the pass, neakangding, we passe ; : -
hillside with lots ofR. concinnumvar. pseudoyanthinurtChamberlain 1996, R. nitudulumvar. nitudulum
also referred to as simply R. concinnum and e ldtler R. oreodoxavar. fargesii.Both species were flowering well. A stand of deep
pink R. primuliflorumwas also very impressive, the flower colour baingost as red as thatief kongboense.

We reached Kangding early in the afternoon ancetlfrom plant hunters to
city tourists, at least temporarily. For dinnermsoof us tried a spicy pot
including yak stomach in thin slices and yak blaodoudding form. Our
Chinese friends obviously loved it, and | wantetéampen-minded and tried it
myself. With lots of heavy spices, it was not Hadt, | could not take a large
g \ portion. Fortunately, they also served traditioBhinese cuisine. We stayed
§ o four nights in a comfortable hotel and drove up thie mountains by minibus
N !‘ during the days. A very comfortable kind of planbting!

Mugetso Lake (also spelled Mugecuo), north of Kamgdis at 3780 m.
(12,402 ft.). The area around it is a national pAblove the lake, there were
several kinds of rhododendrons, but no new spéaiass. Leading from the
bus stop at the lake, there were good concrets siigh a solid bannister
which descended to a lower area and a beautifal mvith lots of big

N g -

Very deep coloured Rprimuliforum
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rhododendrons on both sides. Our first new spegashe big leaveR. watsonifs
and we encountered some big specimens. Traedia/Falconeraspecies gro
in the central part of Sichuan, so we were vernphap findR. watsoniin flower.
We were also happy to firf@. bureavoides flower! Some of these plants w
hanging out over the river as if an artist gardémeat planted them there
decoration.

The next two days we spent around Ya Jia Gen Witlsshe highest point at 385
m. (12,631 ft.). The best find here was three @edoof the rardPogonanthu
specieR. rufescengust below the top of the pass on both sidesoriing to theEs
Flora of China (www.efloras.org/florataxon.aspx
flora_id=2&taxon_id=200016547), this species canfdend in several parts
Sichuan, but very few western plants-people ofytddave seen it in the wildR.
rufescensvas described as early as 1895, but is still nathnknown in Europes
and American garderiBhat is a pity, foR. rufescens a beautiful species. The dark brown scaldsdk kayers on the leaf lower surface
contrast magnificently with the (normally) pure teghflowers. One interesting observation is thatttatte stands we found were
associated with water. Most plants grew on the dafilka small stream or at the shore of a small ,pamd it seems likely that the
preferred growing condition must be quite wet dusame periods of the year, the roots even soakeateér.

R. bureavoidesby the stream below Mugecuo
Lake National Park.

At the highest elevations of Ya Jia Gen Pass, angthod plant was the abundanpRaeochrysunwith lots of low, compact, dome
-shaped specimeni§this species behaves like degronianursubsp yahushimanunirom the upper areas of the island Yakushima
it will retain its compact habit even if transpleshtto lower elevations, which would be very degrabower down were very big
specimens dR. faberisubspprattii (now recognized aR. prattii), easily identified by their indumentum, which cestire underside
of the leaf but is absent along the leaf edge fidtiR. orbiculareand one singl&. wasoniwere other first observations for the trip.
The Lapponicaspecies were also present in the area of the YaefhiaPass and again most were in flower. Howewehést show
was yet to come!

A search at a lower altitude on the south side®pass revealed several different species. Ensifiaalophytunwere, of course,
very impressive, as were the young “seedlings"vaetbemselves the size of normal rhododendronsanyngardens. Other new
rhododendron species here wRrdonguesquamatum, R. ambiguum, R. anthosphaemdiR. polylepisThe yellow flowers oR.
ambiguumwere especially admired, but even these were tergathen we spotted the pink flowers high up imeg ofR.
dendrocharisAlas, they were far out of reach, until we lookkmivn and found lots of seedlings growing at oet. f€he plant in the
tree had obviously dropped seeds that had germdiimatike moist moss below.

That Sunday night, there was a goodbye party fotvau Danish fellow travelers, Bent Ernebjerg arahsiEiberg, who had decided
to go home before the final six-day trek. Both aeey experienced rhododendron men, and their kmigegldiad been priceless
during the first part of our tour. The rest of usr@&now going to join a commercial trekking toureomute over parts of the Gongga
massif, in the shadows of the towering Mount Goraggé56 m. (24,790 ft.).

"4 #m Trekking in mountains just for the fun of it isedatively new activity among the Chinese, and
#" “ the participants we met seemed to be relativelytinepeople. The route we followed started
Ac..;.,,«" south of Kangding at 3540 m. (11,614 ft.) and dnaethe Gongga monastery with its
~ I magnificent view of the Gongga Shan. Trekking wighwere two Chinese groups that were
not interested in plants at all and unfortunatelgenof them spoke English, but there was a
group of young girls that were eager to take setigether with the tallest men in our group!
% A band of horsemen with their mules was hired angport the tents and food. This trek
always goes only one way, so when we left them siftedays, the horsemen had to walk all
the way back to start a new round.

The first part of the trek goes through a forestdkby, and along the path we found lot&Rof
4 orbiculare. An alarming observation was that all of them wae or less infected with a
<& kind of rust fungus, some of them badly. Howevéreospecies lik®. vernicosumandR.
[ & « prattii nearby, were not infected at all. Along a parhefpath greviR. concinnunwith very
@d pale pink flowers, some of them almost whitish. yTloeked a lot like th&R. concinnungR.

concinnumvar. benthamianupnwe found earlier. More traditionally colour&d concinnums

grew in between, so there should be some exchdrggnes between them. Why they are
%4 varying so much in flower colour in a small arean@ for me to explain. Higher up,
Gongga Shan W'th Rnivale in the | apponicas greeted us again, and they were priesemthen on. A little above the tree line,
foreground one single plant dR. rupicolavar. chryseunwas found covered in yellow flowers. There are
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only two yellow floweringLapponicaspecies and we were pleased to g
found both during our tour. Oddly enough, we omlyrfd this single pla
even though the landscape was open and other gpecinould have stog
out clearly.

We continued walking through more alpine landscégre some days ‘
crossing Pan Pan Pass (4700 m. 15,420 ft.) andjib@mgPass (4600 ’
15,092 ft.). From this last pass, we had a wonbleidw to the peak of th
majestic Gongga Shan. The weather was fine mdkedfme, and a t-shi
was enough at the Longjiman Pass, but the temperdtapped down f
near freezing one clear starry night. The desecent Pan Pan Pass into
upper Yulongxi valley was what inspired the nametfiis article. As we R. rupicola var. chryseum

walked down, more and mot@pponicaspecies were in flower, and soun

they dominated the whole landscape. It was a mik ofivale, R. intricaturandR. nitidulumLooking closer, we found an array of
colour forms, from deep to very light blue/viol8everal plants had almost white flowers, and adethem | would call perfect

whites.

When we reached camp in the Yulongxi valley, it afsrnoon. The low sun highlighted a mountainsimeered in blue Lapponica
flowers for many kilometers, and all at the peakhafr flowering. | realized that | was at a petfeiewing point, with perfect
weather, and had hit the perfect time during thedting season for a sight like this. | have nexgerienced anything like it during
my plant trips to China.

The Gongga Monastery had a few rooms for toungdsvee stayed there on our last night of the trektt@ way back, we spent one
more night in Kangding and then we were on the, taaahd for Chengdu. We ended up on tHftb@r of a hotel in the very center of
the town and had plenty of time for walks and sivapg had planned to buy t-shirts for my grandideih with Chinese text on them,
but that turned out to be impossible. All availaighirts with text were in English! Even shirtstwiUS army” were for sale! | wonder

how Mao and Chou would have felt about that! Denghe other hand, would have perhaps approvéh@as they made money.

The cllmax ofa Lapponlca Odyssey the smultanétmmarlng of R.intricatum, R. nivaleand R.nitidulumon the
hillsides of the upper Yulongxi valley.
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A garden built in a day: The new rhododendron bed at the Argyle Township Courthouse
and Archives in Tusket, Nova Scotia, planted June 2016. Volunteers: Janice Muise, Kaitlin
Wood, Danny Muise, Cody Donaldson, Nick Bourque, Jason LeBlanc, John Brett.

[Photos by John Brett]
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Photo Album

Stylophorum diphyllum -[S. Levy] Hepatica- [ S. Levy]
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