
2017 Annual Report

“Children’s HeartLink is about more than 
taking care of one patient or training one 
doctor. It’s about doing something long 
lasting to change the way countries train 
the next generation of heart specialists 
for kids.” 
Mark Lewin, M.D., cardiologist at Seattle Children’s Hospital, 
co-director of the Seattle Children’s Heart Center and  
Children’s HeartLink medical volunteer



 

Dear Friends, 

Thanks to your support, Children’s HeartLink continues to grow, both in its reach and its capacity to  
save and improve lives. Knowing that our most important capital is our people, we’ve grown our  
volunteer networks and staff. We’ve also expanded our competencies within our Board of Directors and 
International Advisory Board. You make this possible.
 
Thanks to your generosity, connections and collaboration, we are on the right trajectory to achieve our 
2030 goal to reach one million children and achieve 50 Children’s HeartLink Centers of Excellence. 
This is an aggressive goal for an organization our size. Last year we reached 96,000 children through our 
14 partner hospitals, five of which are Centers of Excellence and therefore trainers themselves.
 
The impact of your giving is felt every day. A child has a lifesaving procedure at one of our partner 
hospitals every 41 minutes. 

We’re proud of our accomplishments, yet constantly aware of the children who are not getting the care 
and treatment they need. Children are born with heart defects at a rate of one in 100 worldwide. In 
many developing and under-resourced countries, as many as nine out of 10 of these children will never 
receive either the proper diagnosis or care that is needed to help them survive and thrive.
 
While we are increasing our focus to reach even more children with heart disease, we can’t lose sight of 
the fact that our work is about saving and changing individual lives. The girl in the school uniform who is 
featured on the cover of this report is a 7-year-old from Vietnam who had surgery at one of our partner 
hospitals when she was 2 years old. Her name is Phuc (pronounced FOOK), and she leads an active, 
normal life, thanks to the lifesaving surgery she had to correct her heart condition. I encourage you to 
watch a beautiful five-minute video about Phuc and her mother, which you can find on our website, on 
the Our Stories page.
 
Thank you for your passion for our work and your compassion for children with heart disease. 
It is your support that makes stories like Phuc’s story possible.

With gratitude,

Jackie Boucher, MS, President
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Our Vision
Children around the world have access to high-quality heart care. 

Our Mission
To save the lives of children with heart disease, we partner with organizations to train 

medical teams, provide education and transform health care in underserved parts of  

the world. 

The Need 
Congenital heart disease is the most common birth defect. One in 100 children is born with 

heart disease. Only one in 10 has access to care.

How We Work
 
Every child deserves a 

strong start in life.

We can’t change the 

incidence of congenital 

heart disease. But we can 

reach more children who 

need lifesaving care. 
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How We Work

Children’s HeartLink invests in long-term, multi-phase partnerships to ensure that 

children have greater access to heart care. Founded in 1969, Children’s HeartLink 

currently supports partner hospitals and programs in Brazil, China, India, Malaysia and 

Vietnam. Our medical volunteer teams come from some of the finest teaching and 

research institutions in the world:   
Amrita Institute of Medical Sciences
Kochi, India

Birmingham Children’s Hospital
Birmingham, UK

Boston Children’s Hospital
Boston, Massachusetts

Children’s Hospitals and Clinics of 
Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Children’s Mercy Hospital
Kansas City, Missouri

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical 
Center, Cincinnati, Ohio

Gleneagles Hospital, KK Women’s and 
Children’s Hospital, and National University 
Hospital, Singapore

“Training and mentoring are the best way to 

leave a lasting impact in parts of the world  

where there are so many kids with heart disease  

and so few specialists in pediatric cardiology.”

Lee Pyles, M.D., Children’s HeartLink medical volunteer 

The Hospital for Sick Children 
Toronto, Canada

Institut Jantung Negara
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Mayo Clinic 
Rochester, Minnesota

Seattle Children’s Hospital
Seattle, Washington

Shizuoka Children’s Hospital
Shizuoka, Japan

University of California San Francisco

University of Minnesota
Minneapolis, Minnesota

West China Hospital
Chengdu, China
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Thank you for your generous support! 
You can read the Children’s HeartLink Donor List at www.childrensheartlink.org/2017annualreport

What Your Gifts Make Possible
Treating kids with heart disease is the right thing to do. 

Empowering local providers is the smart way to do it. 

Children’s HeartLink leads long-term partnerships between the world’s leading teaching  

hospitals and hospitals in countries just embarking on their goals to treat children with 

heart disease. Our investment in these partnerships has yielded 5,000 local medical 

professionals that are now more equipped to care for children with heart disease. 

 

Highlights
from Last Year

40% of the world’s population 

lives in the countries where 

Children’s HeartLink works: 

Brazil, China, India, Malaysia 

and Vietnam.

5
Centers of Excellence

9
Partners in Training

6
Promising Partner Assessments

770 
Local Providers Trained

900
Training Days

$586,708
Medical Volunteers’ Donated Time

96,907
Children Served
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Our Financial Health

80.4%   
Program Expenses

16%    
Fundraising                 

              3.6% 
Management

Expenses by Activity
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   Statements of Activities ( June 30, 2017 and 2016)

   2017   2016

  Temporarily   Temporarily 
 Unrestricted Restricted Total Unrestricted Restricted Total

Revenue and Other Support
Contributions) $281,811 $577,746 $859,557 $642,264 $ 416,500 $1,058,764
Donated Goods and Services 629,859 ) 629,859 727,262 )     727,262
Special Events    937,685 )   937,685 792,546  792,546
     Less Direct Benefits to Donors  (165,383)  (165,383) (134,617)   (134,617
Net Revenue from Special Events 772,302  772,302        657,929                   657,929 
Interest and Other Income 2,737  2,737 1,683  1,683
Satisfaction of Restrictions 310,674 (310,674) ________        263,267  (263,267) _________

Total $1,997,383 $267,072 $2,264,455              $2,292,405 $153,233 $2,445,638

Expenses
Program Expense   $1,888,855  $1,888,855 $2,063,823  $2,063,823
Management and General 84,451  84,451 108,602  108,602
Special Events 111,850 ) 111,850 59,034 ) 59,034
Fundraising 262,260 ________ 262,260 156,381 ________ 156,381

Total $2,347,416  $2,347,416  $2,387,840  $2,387,840
_
Change in Net Assets (350,033) 267,072 (82,961) (95,435) 153,233 57,798
Net Assets (Beginning of Year) 1,500,441 200,511 1,700,952 1,595,876 47,278 1,643,154
Net Assets (End of Year) $1,150,408 $467,583 $1,617,991 $1,500,441 $200,511 $1,700,952  
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Statements of Financial Position ( June 30, 2017 and 2016) 
 2017 2016

Assets
Cash and Cash Equivalents $1,692,647 $1,426,347 
Contributions and Other Receivables 112,500 267,468
Prepaid Expenses 112,008 48,747
Property and Equipment, Net 178,991 155,756

Total Assets $2,096,146 $1,898,318

Liabilities and Net Assets
Liabilities
Accounts Payable $69,014 $29,122 
Accrued Payroll and Benefit Liabilities     9,141  8,244
Deferred Revenue 400,000 160,000

Total Liabilities $478,155  $197,366 

Net Assets
Unrestricted 
     Undesignated    $180,374   $500,441       
     Board Designated 970,034 1,000,000

Total Unrestricted                                  1,150,408 1,500,441

Temporarily Restricted 467,583 200,511

Total Net Assets $1,617,991  $1,700,952

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $2,096,146 $1,898,318



Children’s HeartLink Donors

Thank you to all of our donors for your generous gifts to Children’s HeartLink. Every effort has been 

made to ensure the accuracy of contributions made between July 1, 2016, and June 30, 2017. 

Please inform the development office at (952) 928-4860, ext. 10, of any oversight or inaccuracies, 

and please accept our apologies in advance. 

Corporations, 
Foundations and 
Organizations

$100,000+
Conocophillips China Inc.

Medtronic Foundation and 

    Medtronic Inc.

Ping and Amy Chao Family 

     Foundation

St. Jude Medical Foundation 

     and St. Jude Medical, Inc.

$50,000-$99,999
Boston Scientific

McKinsey & Company, Inc.

Zynga Inc.

$25,000-$49,999
Cargill

CHS

Edwards Lifesciences

GHR Foundation

Hubbard Broadcasting, Inc.

Land O’Lakes, Inc.

Pentair

Scanlan International, Inc. (in-kind)

U.S. Bank

United Health Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
APi Group, Inc.

Best Buy

Blue Cross and Blue Shield 

     of Minnesota

Deloitte

Ecolab

Ernst & Young, LLP

George Family Foundation

Great Clips, Inc.

Dorsey & Whitney LLP

M. A. Mortenson Company

Minnesota Vikings Children’s Fund

Robins Kaplan LLP Foundation

Schwan’s Corporate Giving 

     Foundation

UnitedHealth Group

Wells Fargo

Willis Towers Watson

$5,000-$9,999
Bellisio Foods, Inc.

The C. Charles Jackson Foundation

Children’s Hospitals and Clinics 

     of Minnesota

Cuore Matto

Faegre Baker Daniels

Harbor Lights Foundation

McGough Construction

Minnesota Vikings

Mortenson Family Foundation

Medica Health Plans

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Ronald and Janet Schutz Family 

     Foundation

Securian Financial Group

$1,000-$4,999
Allina Health System

Andersen Corporation

BMO Harris

Charles Mary Jo Pappas Rev. Trust

Vocera Communications, Inc.

Hogan Lovells US LLP

International Children’s Heart Fund    

     (in-kind)

Bio Instruments LLC

Minneapolis Heart Institute 

     Foundation

Otto C. Winzen Charitable Fund of     

     the Catholic Community 

     Foundation

Padilla

Patterson Companies, Inc.

SEBA Foundation

U.S. Bank FlexPerks Rewards

Up to $999
Ameriprise Financial

Cobb Strecker Dunphy & 

     Zimmermann, Inc.

Connexions Loyalty

EMC Tax

The Excelsior Group

Ryan Companies US, Inc.

Saint Thomas Academy Class 

     of 1979 Memorial Trust

Stokes Auction Group, Inc.

The Sullivan Family Charitable Fund

Tankenoff Families Foundation

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

     Foundation

Uponor

U.S. Bank Foundation – Employee  

     Matching Gift Program

Individuals 

$25,000+
The estate of Darrel R. Alkire

Debra and David Andreas through 

     the L & N Andreas Foundation

Eileen and Thomas L. Armitage, M.D.

Liliane and Guillaume Bastiaens

Helen and Omar Ishrak through 

     The Ishrak Family Charitable Fund 

     of the Ayco Foundation

Kathleen F. and David W. MacLennan     

     Fund of The Minneapolis Foundation

Stephanie and Geoff Martha

$10,000 - $24,999
Wendy Bennett and Ken Powell

Caroline’s Kids Foundation

Charlotte and Julian Chase

Tracy and Dan Cosentino

Noemi de Stoutz

Sue and Gary Ellis

Steve and Kathi Austin Mahle

Gregory Page

Anne M. and Christopher J. Policinski

Maggie Gilbert and Robert Rosenbaum

$5,000 - $9,999
Susan Kent Anderson and 

     Richard H. Anderson

Kathleen and Andy Cecere

Theresa and Richard Davis

Ajay Dhankhar

Susan Gebelein and 

     Richard Holcomb

Jannie and Ken Herchuk

Molly Joseph and Andrew Olson

Laura and Joseph C. Kiser, M.D.

Kathy and Emmett McMahon

Rhoda and Greg Olsen

Karen and Jeff Parkhill

Jennifer and Jon Salveson

Dannette L. Smith

Elizabeth Perlich Sweeney and 

     Mike Sweeney

Liz and Tim Welsh

$1,000 – $4,999
JoAnne and David Alkire

Rachael and Craig Atkinson

Andy Augustine

Jackie Boucher

Jennie and Dick Carlson

Betsy and Bill Cook

Dominique Couturier

Ann and Joseph Dearani, M.D.

Dean Derfus

Rachel Ellingson

Rosy and John Elmore

Brynn and Jeff Evanson

Jan and John Finnegan, Ph.D.

Linda T. and Michael B. Fiterman

Dzung and Tim Forstad

Francie and David Gale

Jeff Haan

Jan and Ron Harnack

Tamsin and Paul Harrington

Jean and John Hedberg

Jane and Peter Hesslein, M.D.

Amy and Joe Houseman

Benjamin Jaffray

Lisa and Pete Janzen

Richard D. Johnson
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Joycelyn and Robert Johnson

Peggy Johnson

Victoria and Thomas A. Keller III

Ruth Kimmelshue

Tara and Adam King

Mary and Stephen C. Kurachek, M.D.

Sarena Lin

Carrie and Paul Martinson

Katie and Michael McElroy

Shanna Miko and Kevin Graebel

Ardelle Nicoloff

Dorothy Ollmann

Maureen and William Olson

Heather Hudnut Page and Jeff Page

Swami and Vallinayaki Palanisami

Theolyn Price, M.D.

Anneke and Ian Purtle

Jyosthna Rayadurg, M.D. and 

     Ajay Gupta

Emily and Brian Rice

Judy and Jim Rice

Kim and Michael Ries

Maria and Paul Rog

Holly and Tom Roos

Mary and Casey Schoen

Barb Simonson

Christine and Todd Smalley

Virginia Perez Smits and 

     Marcel Smits

Jacqueline and Kenneth Stein, M.D.

Christine and Joe Stone

Sophie and Patrick Stoneking

Brooke and Keith Story

Carol and Luke Surface

Jacqueline and Marc Thewes

Janet and Jeff von Gillern

Jill and Keith Wiebe

Dawn Witt

Amy and Jason Zellers

$500 - $999
Gayle Appelbaum

Ann and Koen Bastiaens

Mark Bastiaens

Jennifer and Jason Boucher

Laura and Rob Clark

Stephen Cooper

Jeanne and Peter Crain

Carol and Ted Cushmore

Paula and Craig Evanich

Linda Finley

Karen and Lorry Frankel, M.D.

Joe Genereux

Steve Gfroerer

Daniel Grossman

Rodney D. Hald

Kate and Brad Horst

Kathy Jenkins, M.D.

Karen Keegans

Cheryll and Joseph Kerzman

PK Kriha

Kelly Leonard

Elizabeth Plaetz Lori and Michael Lori

Usha Maddala

Kathleen and Mark Mortenson

Shana and Tom Murray

Jodi and Scott Naatjes

Kelly and Andrew Nelson

Sarah and Mike Nieters

Sarah and Rob Olson

Jan St. Peter and Paul Pitlick, M.D.

Lee Pyles, M.D.

Ruth Rawling

Kathleen and Thomas Rogers

Annamarie and Paul Saarinen

Laura and Pete Sandall

Ann and Quinn Scott

Kathy and Tom Smith

Elizabeth Soderberg and 

     Andy Chollar

Marla and Marshall Stanton

Mary and Steve Swanson

Patty and Phillip Trier

Jacquelyn Tuxill

Deirdre and Peter Van Nest

Anu Codaty and Prat Verma

Andrea and Steve Wilson

Randi Winston and Barry Wolfish

$250 - $499
Liz Abt Ellenberger and 

     John Ellenberger

Grace Arteaga

Karen and Thomas Bach

Lydia Botham

Mary McMahon Busch and

      Jeff Busch

Kathy and Brian Carlson

Christine and Jeremy Chase

Fay and Jack Chestnut

Roberta and James L. Craig, M.D.

Kim and J. Michael Dady

Karin and Ken Dayton

Jessica and Adam DeRosier

Elise Marie Doemer

Jody Doll

Jessica and Dave Dressel

Paulette D. Engelby

Jan and Lee Erickson

Dorothy and Larry Hamm, Ph.D.

Carol Huss

Caroline Jackson

Andrea Kaufman and Jim Jacobson

Karen and Tom Jollie

Fontina and Lyle D. Joyce, M.D.

Daniel Karlsson

Thea Keamy

Alaina Kipps

Leslie and Tom Kramolis

Jean and Bill Kreykes

Julie Kunkel and Tom Hall

Craig A Kvamme

Adi Leviatan

Rebecca Lindberg

Karin and Travis Mayo

Willard McCloud

Elena and Mike McFann

Kacy and Charlie McGough

Margot McManus and John Eaton

Amy and John Miller

Nancy and Dennis Mills

Michelle and Brian Murray

Yan Ni

Lesley Otto Nicoloff and 

     Alexander D. Nicoloff

Shannon Novotne and 

     Khay Outhonsack

Cheng-Hsin Ouyang

Jean and Jeff Paurus

Brandon Pitzer

Erika and Ryan Rensvold

Beatrice Rothweiler and 

     Neil Derechin, M.D.

Melanie and John Savage

Megan and Todd Schultz

Joan Semmer

Robert Stark

Cheryl Alexander Stearns and 

     John Stearns

Lawrence E. Stirtz

Ida Belle Sweitzer

James V. Toscano

Brenda and Jamie Valente

Christine Winters and Mark Bogel

Robin Zawacki

Up to $249
Faith Adams

Donna Marie Anderson

Jeff Anderson

Nancy and Craig Anderson

Nona and Clayton Anderson

Anthea Johnson

Laurence and Gilles Aublin

Donna Avery and Thomas J. Kigin

Janice and Charles Baker, M.D.

Kathy Bayliss

Jeremy Behler

Charlene Behne

Lisa Belch

Jennifer and John Benjamin

Gretchen and Eric Benson

Shirley Bentdahl

Wendy Berg

Bonnie and F. Blanton Bessinger, Jr., M.D.

Beth and Christopher Huizinga

Lindsay Bickler

Nancy and Paul Boddicker

Ryan Bridge

Brian Brooke

Helen and John Buche

Conor Byrne

Mary Ann Campbell

Stuart A. Chazin

Amy and Paul Chouinard

Marcia and Dan Cohen, M.D.

Mary Colson-Burns

Samuel Cote

Anna Mae Crotty

Nova Cutler

Susan Davidson

Amy Deden

Kori DeJong

Kim and Marvin Deutsch

Susan and Robert Diamond, M.D.

Adriana Dobrzycka

Kim Donat

Judith Edgar

Arica Ellingson

Patricia and Thomas Emmer

Chelsea and Eric Eul

Stacy Fabacher

Jennifer Leigh Faultner

Kirstie and John Foster

Marion Franz

M. Joan Froh

Paige Fruend

Alan Geiwitz

Thomas Giel

Dorothy and Leonard J. Gloeb

Lynne Grams

Vernida Grant

David Gremmels, M.D.

Catherine and Marc Gullickson

Thom Gunderson

Joyce and Thomas Hansen

Toby Harrmann

Kathleen and William Haug

Kiki and John E. Hedican

Dean A. Henderson

Aaron Hermon

Jessie Higgins

Rajeswari Itharaju

Joanne and Steven Jecha

Karen and Brian Jenks

Mary and James Jetland

Margaret and William Joas

Kathleen and Gregory Johnson

Kathryn and Thomas Julian

Gail and John Justin

Vicki Karr

R. Marianne Kaufmann

Kaylin and Charles Kroll

Jennifer Krech

Constance and Allan Krejci

Julie Krohn

Richard Kroll

Alice and Thomas Kullman

Pablo Vicente Kuntz

Shari Larsen
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Derek Lavalier

Sylvia and Joe Lawver

Kent Lee

Patricia and James Lehmann, M.D.

Adam Lehocky

Abby Lex

Zhuo Li

Cynthia Lund and Curtis Blandin

Amy Machacek

Gerry Macosko

Julie Maidment

Mary Makredes

Charles Malkerson

Aparna and Ashoke Mandal

Kevin Manion

Kathy Manley

Marilyn and Robert Marshall

Julia Mason

Cynthia and Jack Mayeron

Kevin McElroy

Maggie and Scott McGurl

Debra McKelvey

Pat Meixner

Ann and Darrin Merrill

Cynthia and Scott Mevissen

Jill and Marvin Misgen

Shawn Moore

Carol Munson

Alison Newton

Quan Ni

Katie, Elizabeth, Max, and Eric Olsen

Wesley Olsen

Inger Olson, M.D.

Juliana Junqueira Panetta and 

     Roman Panetta

Abhilash and Prash Patangay

Cecilia Patton Bolman

Anders Pesavento

James Petersen

Joan Peterson

Mary and Gonzalo Petschen

Carla and John Pfeifer

Jean Launspach Plucinski, M.D. and 

     Dominic Plucinski, M.D.

Gretchen Preston

Bui Minh Quyen

Jessica and Scott Raiche

Monica Rallis

Kathleen Reineke

Molly Wright Reppenhagen and 

     Chloe Reppenhagen

Mary and Peter Ritten

Susan and Chris Roberts

Demae De Rocher

Sylvia and Richard Rog

Sonja Hutchinson and 

     Richard Rohrer

Mickey O’Kane and 

     Richard L. Rosenberg

Kayd and Abhrajeet Roy

Kate and Brent Rundquist

Mary Jo and William A. Rusinak

Molly Ryan Carson

Katie and John Ryan

Elle Saarinen

Eve Saarinen

Elizabeth Scheurer

Sue and David Schilling

Sara Schlauderaff

Valerie Schmidt

Janet and Ron Schutz

Frances Schwartz

Jayshree Shah

Ross Shaich

Shannon Shair

Ashley Shear

Selma and Sidney Sherter

Lloyd Sigel

Coreen and Chris Smith

Bridget and Eric Smith

Jane Smith

Sarah and Jesse Smith

Melinda Somwaru and 

     Babs Ramdular

John Spence

Joan and Gary Stapf

Scott Stein

Corinne and Timothy Sterling

Suzanne Veenhuis and Daniel Levitt

Merle Sykora

Mary and Richard Tacheny

Jennifer and Dan Tomaschko

Tammy Trout

Lina Tucker Reinders

Andrew Twito

Thomas Ucko

Karen and Robert Vanney

Candice and John Varco

Joyce and DJ Villas

Madeline and Fredrick Washburn, M.D.

Carissa and Sam Weisdorf

Elinor Wenzel

Marguerite Wilson

Charles Zaugg

In-Kind Donors
6Smith Restaurant

612Brew

Al and Alma’s on the Lake

Al Vento

Alora Ambiance

Bar La Grassa

Bare Honey

The Basilica of Saint Mary Events

Bent Paddle Brewing Company

Birch’s on the Lake

Bite Squad

Black Sheep Pizza

Blooma Yoga

Blue Apron

Blue Door Pub

Blue Heron Bed & Breakfast

Blue Plate Restaurant Company

Bootstrap Coffee Roasters

Brave New Workshop 

     Comedy Theatre

Breadsmith

Brooklyn Slate Company

Bryant Lake Bowl

Buffalo Wild Wings

BUNN 

The Buttered Tin 

Calvit’s Shrubs

Canterbury Park

Cargill/Dave MacLennan

Chanhassen Dinner Theatres

Christos Greek Restaurant

Clancy’s Meat Market

Colby Red Wine

Comedy Sportz Twin Cities

Coup d’Etat

COV Wayzata

Cutco Kitchen

D’Amico & Partners

Dan Buettner

Dannette Smith

David R. Strand

De’Longhi America, Inc.

Don’t Blink

Droolin’ Moose

e-creative events & experiences LLC

Enki Brewing

Ernst & Young LLP

Food Building

Gandi Mahal Restaurant

Gardens of Salonica

Gigi’s Cupcakes

Gray Duck Chai

Happy Family Brands

Heartland Restaurant

Hell’s Kitchen

Hamel Family Winery

The Hilltop

Hilton Minneapolis

The Hotel Ivy

Hyatt Regency Minneapolis

John Boos & Co.

Jura, Inc.

Kayd Roy Design

K’UL Chocolate

Keepsake Cidery

Kemps

Kitchen Pantry Scientist

Kyatchi

Lakes & Legends

Land O’Lakes

Landmark Theatres

Larsmont Cottages

Laurel Way

Lion’s Tap

Loews Minneapolis Hotel

Lucia’s Restaurant

M. Bridget Duffy, M.D.

Mall of America

Minnesota State Fair

Modo Yoga Minneapolis

MyTalk 107.1

Nadia Cakes

Nate Maydole

New Hope Cinema Grill

New Scenic Café

Nordic Waffles

Northern Brewer Home Brew Supply

Nothing Bundt Cakes

Olives and Pearls Organic Foods

Padilla/Tom Jollie

Parasole Restaurants

Pig & Fiddle

The Pilates House

Pinstripes

Pizza Lucé

Pizzeria Lola

Porter Creek Hardwood Grill

Raghavan Iyer

Red Cow

Redstone American Grill

Robin Asbell

Run N Fun

Rustica

Saint Paul Hotel

Sarah Kieffer

Shapco Printing

Solo Vino

Stages Theatre Company

Surdyk’s

Surly Brewing Co.

Susan Bordson

Sweet Science Ice Cream

Terrior Chocolate

Three Sticks Wine

Tovolo

Tuttle’s Eat Bowl Play

Twin Cities Paella

Minnesota Twins Baseball

U.S. Bank FlexPerks Travel Rewards

Urban Growler

Vino in the Valley

Well Traveled Living

Westin Minneapolis

Wine & Canvas

Wintergreen Dogsled Lodge, Inc.

Rose Street Patisserie

Zoe Francois
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Honors and 
Memorials

In memory of

Baby John Edward Hedican

Kiki and John E. Hedican

Dr. Bruce Johnson

Jean Launspach Plucinski, M.D. 

     and Dominic Plucinski, M.D.

Frances Schwartz

Cavan Varco

Candice and John Varco

Cora C. Lenox, M.D.

Jacquelyn Tuxill

Dr. Demetre Nicoloff

Bio Instruments LLC and 

     Maria and Paul Rog

Paulette D. Engelby

Tankenoff Families Foundation

Dr. Michael Paradise

Mary Makredes

Edna Whittmus

Joan Peterson

Ian P. Campbell

Mary Ann Campbell

Jean Fulcher

Family and friends

June Duda & James Bettenburg

Mary Makredes

Margaret “Peggy” Houston

Joan Peterson

Philip McElroy

Nancy and Craig Anderson

Nona and Clayton Anderson

Cynthia Lund and Curtis Blandin

Brian Brooke

Helen and John Buche

Conor Byrne

Molly Ryan Carson

Cobb Strecker Dunphy & 

     Zimmermann, Inc.

Susan and Robert Diamond, M.D.

EMC Tax

Patricia and Thomas Emmer

The Excelsior Group

Alan Geiwitz

Thomas Giel

Vernida Grant

Catherine and Marc Gullickson

Joyce and Thomas Hansen

Kathleen and William Haug

Joanne and Steven Jecha

Karen and Brian Jenks

Mary and James Jetland

Margaret and William Joas

Kathleen and Gregory Johnson

Laura and Joseph C. Kiser, M.D.

Constance and Allan Krejci

Julie Krohn

Richard Kroll

Kevin C. Manion

Marilyn and Robert Marshall

Cynthia and Jack Mayeron

Katie and Michael McElroy

Kevin McElroy

Debra McKelvey

Pat Meixner

Shawn Moore

Michelle and Brian Murray

Wesley Olsen

Charles Mary Jo Pappas Rev. Trust

Anders Pesavento

Monica Rallis

Kathleen Reineke

Mary and Peter Ritten

Katie and John Ryan

Ryan Companies US, Inc.

Ryan Co.’s South Central Office

Saint Thomas Academy Class 

     of 1979 Memorial Trust

Lloyd Sigel

Joan and Gary Stapf

Andrew Twito

Suzanne Veenhuis and Daniel Levitt

In honor of

Heather Varco and Michael Nelson

Candice and John Varco

 

Dannette Smith and Darren Lowes

Holly and Tom Roos

 

Helen Rose Ramita’s 9th birthday

Nova Cutler

 

Susan Gebelein and her  

commitment to Children’s HeartLink

Joan Semmer

 

Candy Varco

Judith Edgar

 

Ripley Shair and his pediatric  

cardiothoracic surgeon,  

Dr. V. Mohan Reddy

Shannon Shair

 

Dr. Joseph Kiser

Victoria and Thomas A. Keller III

 

Peggy Johnson

Caroline Johnson

 

Isabelle

SEBA Foundation
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Volunteers

Medical Volunteers
These dedicated medical 

volunteers donate their personal 

time to train and mentor  

pediatric cardiac specialists around 

the globe. Last year they donated 

over $586,000 in personal time. 

Grace Arteaga, M.D.

Harris Baden, M.D.

Charles Baker, M.D.

David Barron, M.D.

Barbara Bor, R.N.

Bruna Cury Borim, R.N., M.S.N.

Jennifer Bucek, R.N.

Christy Cain, R.N.

Maggie Cavanaugh, R.N.

Titus Chan, M.D.

Jonathan Chen, M.D.

Fred Cobb, Jr., C.C.P. 

David Dassenko, M.D.

Joseph Dearani, M.D.

Neil Derechin, M.D.

Jody Doll, R.N.

Marsha Elixon

Kelley Feehan, R.N.

Anna Fisk, R.N.

Alex Floh, M.D.

Daniel Garros, M.D.

Jeremy Geiduschek, M.D.

Fraser Golding, M.D.

Jeanette Guimond, R.N.

Donald Hagler, M.D.

Mariko Hatamochi

Andrew Hausladen

Peter Hesslein, M.D.

Helen Holtby, M.D.

Cecilia Hyslop, R.N.

Clinton Jones

Sung-Hae Kim, M.D.

R. Krishna Kumar, M.D.

Renu Kurup, M.D.

Joel Lester

Mark Lewin, M.D.

Jason Macartney, R.R.T.

Susanne Matthews, R.N.

Seema Mital, M.D.

Michael Nemergut, M.D., Ph.D.

Quan Ni, Ph.D.

Masaki Osaki, M.D.

David Overman, M.D.

Jeff Paurus, R.N.

Thomas Pezzella, M.D.

Roxann Pike, M.D.

Lee Pyles, M.D.

An Qi, M.D.

V. Mohan Reddy, M.D.

Fiona Reynolds, M.D.

Tiffany Robb, C.C.P.

Alicia Said, R.N.

Kisaburo Sakamoto, M.D.

Edward Schneider, R.R.T.

Steven Schwartz, M.D.

Arun Singh, M.D.

Justin Sleasman

Austin Smith, R.R.T., N.P.S.

James St. Louis, M.D.

Sandy Staveski, R.N., P.N.P.

Oliver Stumper, M.D.

Theresa Tacy, M.D.

Yasuhiko Tanaka, M.D.

Ravi Thiagarajan, M.D., MPH 

Balu Vaidyanathan, M.D.

Glen Van Arsdell, M.D.

Anne Weber, R.N.

Organizational Volunteers
Children’s HeartLink benefits  

tremendously from the generosity of 

this dedicated group of individuals 

who contribute their time and also 

their expertise in cardiac care, global 

health and fundraising, and support 

our programs, outreach, fundraising 

events and other activities. 

JoAnne Alkire

Grace Anderson

Richard Anderson

Rob Anderson

Tom Armitage, M.D.

Doug Baker

Susan Bordson

Lydia Botham

Mary McMahon Busch

Kelly Christianson

Stefanie Cossalter

Wendy Cushing

Richard Davis

Olivia DeMeuse

Zhanna Denzel

Colleen Diaz

Cynthia Faubion

Macy Feldick

Tonja Finton

Andrew Grams

Katie Harrington

Molly Horner

Kim Insley

Kayla Ische

Omar Ishrak

Peggy Johnson

Molly Joseph

Emma Kowakalski

Milliecia Lacy

Breanna Lee

Natalie Lunda

Dave MacLennan

Kathleen MacLennan

Kathy Manley

Geoff Martha

Courtney McClay

Maggie McGill

Laurie Meyer

Kristine Molnar

Michael O’Leary

Tolá Oyewole

Greg Page

Julianna Junqueira Panetta

Jeff Paurus, R.N.

Jessica Pham

Chris Pieper

Chris Policinski

Kayd Roy

Annamarie Saarinen

Madeline Schroeder

Marianne Short

Dannette Smith

Jessica Smith

Catherine Stolz

Kim Swenson

Teresa Ward

Tim Welsh

Megan Wichelt

Lexy Woodward
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Children’s HeartLink Board of Directors 2016-2017

Board of Directors 
Founder 

Joseph Kiser, M.D.   

   

Chair 

John Finnegan, Ph.D.

University of Minnesota School 
of Public Health

Vice Chair 

Geoff Martha

Medtronic, Inc.

Secretary
Susan H. Gebelein

Business and Leadership  
Consulting LLC

Treasurer
Ajay Gupta

Ernst & Young   

  

Medical Director 

Joseph A. Dearani, M.D.

Mayo Clinic   

 

Medical Director 

David M. Overman, M.D.

Children’s Hospitals and Clinics  
of Minnesota

Guillaume Bastiaens

Cargill, retired

Mary McMahon Busch

Abbott

Jeff Evanson

Navigant

Jeff Haan

KPMG

International Advisory Board

Chair 

James A. Rice, Ph.D., 

Managing Director & Practice Leader,  
Governance and Leadership, Gallagher 
Integrated

Aldo Castañeda, M.D., Ph.D.

Founder, Pediatric Cardiac Surgical Unit of 
Guatemala; Professor Emeritus of Surgery, 
Harvard Medical School 

Christopher Hugo-Hamman, M.D.

Pediatric and Congenital Cardiologist, 
Windhoek Central Hospital, Ministry of 
Health and Human Services, Namibia; Roman 
Catholic Hospital, Windhoek, Namibia

Kathy Jenkins, M.D., MPH

Professor of Pediatrics, Harvard Medical 
School; Executive Director, Center for Applied 
Pediatric Quality Analytics

Molly Joseph 

CEO, UnitedHealthcare Global and 
Executive Vice President of Global Health, 
UnitedHealth Group

Srinath Reddy, M.D.

President, Public Health Foundation of India

Richard Smith, M.D.

Adjunct Professor, Imperial College  
Institute of Global Health Innovation,  
London, England

Lijing L. Yan, Ph.D., MPH

Head, NCD Research Program, Global Health  
Research Center, Duke Kunshan University,  
Kunshan, China

Jannie Herchuk

Deloitte & Touche LLP

Heather Hudnut Page

Philips Healthcare

Tom Jollie

Padilla

Andrew Nelson

HealthPartners, Inc

Robert Rosenbaum

Dorsey & Whitney LLP

Janet Schutz

Community Leader

Dannette Smith

UnitedHealth Group Inc.

Kenneth Stein, M.D.

Boston Scientific

Patrick Stoneking

Robins Kaplan LLP

Elizabeth Perlich Sweeney

Children’s HeartLink, retired

Directors Emeriti

David Andreas

Community Leader

Thomas A. Keller III

Gray Plant Mooty
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Jackie Boucher

President 

Walter Abramson

Director of Leadership Giving

Faith Adams

Communications Director

Anne Betzner

Director of Evaluation and 

Research

Adriana Dobrzycka

Country Director, India and  

Vietnam

Courtney Geolat

International Programs Assistant

Chandra Gruber

Director of Corporate and 

Foundation Giving

Kate Grzywacz

Project Management Specialist

Sarah Lovern

Clinical Data and Quality 

Improvement Analyst

Children’s HeartLink Staff

Thank You!

5075 Arcadia Avenue

Minneapolis, MN 55436

888.928.6678

952.928.4860

Children’s HeartLink is a 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit organization. 

Design: Jensen & Wilcoxon, Inc.
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Bobbi Morris

Events Manager

Ann Odens

Finance Specialist

Aleta Nimlos

Executive Assistant

Rajashree Panicker

Monitoring and Evaluation 

Consultant

Veeralakshmi Rajasekhar

In-Country India Consultant

Barb Simonson

Finance Director

Andreas Tsakistos

Country Director, Brazil, China 

and Malaysia

Bistra Zheleva

Vice President of International 

Programs 
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