
NOXIOUS WEEDS BILL

EXPLANATORY NOTE

1. This Bill. eonsolidates and ameilds the Noxious Weeds Adt, 1928, and.
its amendments. It gives effect to the main recommendations made by a Speeial
C6*miitt88 set up in 1945 to consider the eontrol of noxious weeds in New
Zealad.

2, To..enable a comparison to be made with the present legislation refer-
enees thereto are given in the margin of the Bill, and a table is annexed which
indieates those sections of existing Acts which have, with necessary modifications,
bBen incorporated in or whieh have been omitted from the Bill.

3, The principal amendments and new provisions in the Bill are as
follows :-

Clklib· 2.· Definitions of " Inspector .: Government Inspector ", " local

authority Inspector ", " land of the Crown ", and " Maori land " have been
included in the Bill. The definition of the term " clear " has been amended

so as tolillfiose an obligation to destroy any weed which has to be eleared and not
nferely to control its spread. The definition of the term " noxious weeds " has
been: a·ed,·afted beeal]Fie in future plants are to be.come 110::ious weeds only when
thev have heen so declared by the local authority : and the definitioit of the
terin " 10611· ai,thority " has been redrafied for greater clarity.

(%nuse .9 has been reeast to enable :1 deelaratioii of plant,< as weeds to apply
to the whole ora specified part of the district of a local n u tliority.

Clatises 5 (7) and 6 (5): The proviso iii each ease has bern added Ho as to
resti·let the liability of agents and triiatees for fi nes where they are not' itti
occupation of· the land and are not legal :ind bonefieial owners of the land.

Clalise 6 (3) requires Bermuda buttereup and nut grass to be elear,ed
front nurseries.

Cl,wtse 11 provents th: propagation. plantilig, sowing, and sale of any of
the. plants mentioned or inelilded in the First Schedule to the Bill without the
consent of the Minister. There is an absolute prohibition iii respeet of water
hyacinth and two species of hawthorn.

Clt(JINe,K' 14 and 15 rect.st the existing provisions relating to land of
i lie (lrown and Maori land so MS to enable the land to be cleared, 'with the

con.,0.1,1 of t.lie Minister, at the expense of the Crown. Money expended by the
Crown in clearing Maori laud may be recovered as a rate.

(?/au.Ne 17 reeasts the existing provisions regar(ling Inspectors so·as
to clarify the distinction whieh has hitherto existed between Inspectors appointed
a,i offleorg or emplovees of the Public Service and Inspectors appointed by local
a itt 11()14.fieS.

C/ause 21 makes every Borough Council, and every Town Board of
a town district which does not form. part of a county, liable for the adminis-
tral-ihifB.fthe le«risl:ition in its district.

C/nuse 22 60 provides for payment of a subsidy to any County Council
or to any Road Board in a county where the Counties Act, 1920, is suspended
or is not in operation, if the Council or Board assumes responsibility for the
administration of the legislation in its district,

No. 01-9



Clause 23 authorizes local authorities to act together in administering
-the legislation.

Clause 26 authorizes a loeal authority to plant trees, subject to
restrictions, for the purpose of controlling the spread of noxious weeds.

Clause 27 empowers a local authority to take land under the Publie
Works Aet, 1928, or otherwise acquire land, for the purpose of clearing the
land of noxious weeds or of eontrolling the spread of noxious weeds; and
authorizes a local authority to sell, lease, sublease, or let any land so taken or
aequired by it.

First Schedule: The list of plants whieh may be declared to be noxious
weeds has been revised and brought up to date, and all the plants are now
specified in one Schedule.

4. Except as indicated in paragraph 3, the Bill follows substantially the
existing legislation.
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This PUBLIC BILL originated in the HousE of REPRi·,
SENTATIVES, and, having this day passed as now

printed, is transmitted to the LEGIsLATIvE CouNcil.
for it8 concur'renee.

Ho'use of Representatives,
15th. N ovember. 1950

Hod. Mr. Holyoake
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Title.

Short Title

and

commencement.

Interpretation.

Noxious Weeds

Act, 1928, s, 2,
see Reprint
of Statutes,
Vol. I, p. 124;
1934, No. 35,
s. 2

2 N oxious Weeds

A BILL INTITULED

Air Aor to Consolidate and Amend Certain Enactments

of the General Assembly Relating to Weeds and the
Trimming of Hedges.

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New 5
Zealand in Parliament assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows:-

1. This Aet may be cited as the Noxious Weeds Act,
1950, and shall come into force on tile first day of
April, nineteen hundred and fifty-one. 10

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,-
" Clear ", in relation to any plant, means to do

any act which destroys that plant:
c 4 Government Inspector " means any G overnment

Inspeetor appointed under this Act: 15
" Inspector ", in relation to any land situated

within any borough, town district, county, or
road district the Council or Board of which is

responsible, or has assumed responsibility, for
the administration of this Act in its district, 20
means an Inspector who is, or is deemed to be,
a local authority Inspector for the district,
and includes a Government Inspector in any
ease where a Government Inspector is autho-
rized by this Act to exereise any power or per- 25
form any duty under this Act within the
district; and, in relation to any other land,
means a Government Inspector:

" Land of the Crown " means any land, other than
Maori land, which is not alienated from the 30
Crown in fee simple or for any less estate or
interest:

" Local authority " means,-
(a) In relation to any borough, town dis-

triet, or road district, the Borough Council, 35
Town Board, or Road Board of that borough
or district ; and
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(b) In relation to such part of any county
as is not comprised in any town district or
road distriet, the County Council or (in the
case of a County where the Counties Act, See Reprint

5 1920, is suspended or is not in operation) the Vtfl,140
Minister:

" Local authority Inspector " means any local
authority Inspector appointed under this Act:

Maori land " means Maori land within the

10 meaning of the Maori Land Act, 1931: Ibid., Vol. VI,
Minister " means the Minister of Agriculture: p. 103

Noxious weeds ", in relation to any area, means
sueh of the plants mentioned or included in
the First Schedule to this Act as have been

15 declared under this Aet to be noxious weeds

in that area:

" Oceupier ", in relation to any land, means any
person in actual occupation of the land, and
includes the owner of the land, and any other

20 person in reeeipt of the rents and profits
thereof, and any agent or trustee of an
oceupier of the land.

3.(1) A local authority may at any time, and froin Declarations
tiine to time, declare that all or any one or more of the by loea.1

authorities.

25 plants mentioned or included in the First Schedule to this
1928, No. 10,

Act are noxious weeds within the district of that local ss. 4,5
authority or within any specified portion of that district,
whereupon all the plants to which the declaration relates
shall be deemed to be noxious weeds within the area

30 specified in the declaration.
(2) With respect to any district or portion of a

district of which the Minister is the local authority, the
declaration shall be by notice by the Minister published
in the Gazette.

35 (3) With respect to any portion of New Zealand of
which the Minister is not the local. authority, the
declaration shall be by special order.

(4) A copy of every such special order shall be
forwarded to the Minister by the local authority making

40 it within one month after the making thereof, and the
Minister shall thereupon cause it to be gazetted.

3



Governor-

General may
extend First

Schedule.

1928, No. 10,
s. 7

Inspector may
require oceupier
to clear land.

Ibid., s. 11

4 N ozious Weeds

4. The Governor-General may from time to time, by
Order in Council gazetted, extend the First Sehedule
to this Act by including therein any plants other than
those mentioned therein.

Comtrol of Noocious Weeds and Hedges 5

5. (1) Any Inspector may require any occupier of
land on which noxious weeds are growing to clear that
land of such of those weeds as may be specified by the
Inspector in the notice or notification mentioned in this
subsection within such time as may be specified by the 10
Inspector either by a notice in the form in the Second

Schedule to this Act or to the like effect served on the

oceupier of the land, or by public notification in the form
in the Third Schedule to this Act or to the like effect in

one or more newspapers circulating in the district in 15
whieh the occupier's land is situated:

Provided that nothing in this subsection shall require
any notice or notification to be so given in respect of any
work which every occupier of the land is required to do
under section sis of this Act: 20

Provided also that this subsection shall not apply to
hedges or live fences consisting of hawthorn, barberry,
sweetbrier, gorse, boxthorn, broom, or hakea.

(2) Every occupier on whom such a notice is
served, or who is required by any such notification to 25
do any work, may, within fourteen days after the service
of the notice or after the last such notification in any
newspaper, appeal in writing to the appeal authority
mentioned in the next succeedi#g subsection against
the requirements of the Inspector, so far as they 30
affect him, on the ground that those requirements are
unreasonable.

( 3) The appeal authority to which any such appeal
shall be made shall be-

(a) The local authority for the district where the 35
land is situated or such person as that local
authority by notice published in a newspaper
circulating in its district appoints in that
behalf in any ease where the Inspector who
specified the work was a loeal authority 40
Inspector:

(b) The Minister or such person as the Minister by
notice published in the Gasette appoints in that
behalf in any other case.
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(4) The appeal authority shall either cancel the
notice or notification so far as it affects the person
who is making the appeal, or confirm it so far as it
affects that person either absolutely or partially or

5 subject to such conditions and modifications as it thinks
fit. The decision of the appeal authority shall be final.

(5) Upon the determination of any appeal, the
Inspector whose requirements are the subject of the
appeal shall serve upon the person who made the

10 appeal a further notice which shall state the deeision
of the appeal authority and, if the effect of the decision
is to confirm the requirements of the Inspector partially
or subject to conditions or modifications, shall set forth
those requirements as so varied:

15 Provided that the further notice required under this
subsection may be given by any other Inspector.

(6) As from the lodging of an appeal in writing
with the ap,peal authority under this section and
pending the service of a further notice upon the

20 determination of the appeal, the notice or notification
setting out the requirements which are the subject of
the appeal shall be suspended so far as the notice or
notification affects the person who is making the
appeal

25 (7) Every ocenpier of any land who fails or neglects
to comply with any notice or notifcation of an Inspector
under this section that is served on or affects him and is

not cancelled or for the time being suspended as tlie
result of an ap-peal eominits an offence against this Act:

30 Provided that for the purposes of this subsection
an agent or trustee of an occupier of any land shall be
deemed not to be an occupier of the land unless the
agent or trustee is in actual occupation of the land or
is both a legal and a beneficial owner of the land.

35 6. (1 ) Every occupier of land on which there are
hedges or live fences consisting of hawthorn, barberry,
sweetbrier, gorse, boxthorn, broom, or hakea (whether
or not those plants are noxious weeds where the land is
situated) shall in every year cut or trim those hedges or

40 fenees in a workmanlike manner:

Provided that where the cutting or trimming would
destroy the effectiveness of any hedge or live fence for
shelter purposes an Inspector may, by writing under his

0

Trimming of
hedges and
special
provisions in
respect of
ragwort, nut
grass, and
Bermuda

buttereup.

1928, No. 10,
ss-11,12;
1934, No. 35,
s. 3
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hand, suspend the operation of this subsection with
respect to that hedge or live fence for such period as he
thinks fit.

(2) In any area in which ragwort is declared pursu-
ant to this Aet to be a noxious weed, every occupier of 5
land on which ragwort is growing shall clear that land
of ragwort and keep that land so cleared.

(3) Every oeeupier of land which is registered as a
nursery under any regulations under the Orchard and

See Reprint of Garden Diseases Act, 1928, and on which Beriziu(la 10
Statutes, Vol. I, buttereup (Ozatis
p. 136

cern'ua) or nut grass (Cyperus
rot'undus) is growing, shall clear the land of those plants
and keep the land so cleared.

(4) In any case wliere an oeeupier of land takes such
nieasures for controlling the spread of noxious weeds 15
as may be agreed upon between the occupier and an
Inspector, the Inspector may, by notice in writing under
his hand, suspend or modify to the extent set forth in
the notice the operation of the provisions of this section
with respect to the land. Any such notice may be at any 20
time in like manner revoked.

(5) Every oeeupier of any land who fails or neglects
to complv with any of the provisions of this section
commits an o ffence against this Act:

Provided that for the purposes of this subsection 25
an agent or trustee of an oveupier of any land shall be

deemed not to be an oceupier of the land unless the agent
or trustee is in actual occupation of the land or is both a
legal and a beneficial owner of the land.

Inspector may 7.(1)An Inspector may enter at all reasonable 30
clear land

and trim times on any land, whether enclosed or not, and inspect
hedgesif that land for the presence of noxious weeds. or for the
occupier fails. purpose of ascertaining whether there has been coin-
1928, No. 10 ' pliance with the requirements of this Act.s. 13;
1934, No. 35, (2) In any ease where default is made by an 35
s. 4

oceupier in complying with any of the requirements of
section sis of this Act, any Inspector may, by notice in the
form in the Second Schedule to this Act or to like effect

served on that occupier, specify the requirements as to
which default has been made, and require him to Comply 40
with them by doing the necessary work within the time
specified in the notice.
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(3) If any oecupier fails or negleets to comply with
any notice which is served upon him under the last
preceding subsection, or with any notice or public noti-
fication under subsection one of section ,tire of this Act

5 which is given to him and is not cancelled or
for the time heing suspended so far as it affects
him as the result of an appeal, in addition to or
insteacl of proceedings for the recfc,very of a fine for that
faihire or neglect, any Inspec·tor or pei'son authorized in

10 writing hy an Inspector may enter upon that land and
may, at the expense in all things of the ocenpier, take in
respeet thereol' Kiwli mcasures and do thereon sueh work
as way he necessary to comply in whole or in part with
the notice.

15 (4) The amount of all such expenses shall be
reeoverable, with costs, from the oeeupier by the
Inspector, or such other person as the Minister or the
local authority authorizes in that behalf, by action in any
Court of competent jurisdiction.

20 (5) Any judgment obtained under the last preceding
subsection may be enforeed by the judgment creditor
as if it were a Judgment for rates, and, in the ease of
Maori land, the amount of all such expenses may be
recovered in the manner in which rates on the land may

25 be recovered. The »provisions of section seventy-three
and sections seventy-eight to eighty-four and Part II of
the Rating Act, 1925, and any other enactment relating See Reprint
to the enforcement of such judgments, or to the recovery» of Statutes,
of rates on Maori land, shall, with the necessarv Vol. VII, p. 977

30 modifications, apply accordingly.
(6) Where the mortgagee of any land pays any

expenses incurred by an Inspector in respect of that
land pursuant to subsection three of this section, 01'
satisfies any judgment obtained against the occupier of

35 that land pursuant to the provisions of subsection fou,
of this section, the amount so paid by the mortgagee
shall be reeoverable by him from the mortgagor and,
until it is recovered, shall be deemed to be added to and
to form part of the principal moneys secured by the

40 mortgage and to he chargeable with interest accordingly
from the date of its payment hy the mortgagee.
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8. A person convicted of any offence under section Ave
or section six of this Act shall not thereby be relieved
from the obligation to comply with the provisions of those
sections or with the requirements of any notiee or
notification under subsection one of section /ive Of this 5
Act, but shall do so within two months after the date of
his conviction. if he fails to comply with this require-
went he shall be deemed to have committed a further

offence, and shall he liable on summary conviction to a
further fine not exceeding one hundred pounds. 10

9. Where land abuts on a road or is interseeted

by a road, the boundaries of the land on each side of
the road shall, for the purposes of this Act relating to
the clearing of noxious weeds, be deemed to extend to
the middle line of the road, and the occupier of the land 15
shall accordingly be deemed to be the occupier of so
mueh of the road as is within the extended boundaries.

10. Subject to the provisions of his lease, the reason-
able expenses incurred by an occupier under sections fit)e,
sis, and 6·eve,i of this Aet, including reasonable compen- 20
sation for his own labour or superintendence, may be
recovered by him as; a debt from the owner to the extent
following, that is to say:-

(a) One fourth of the total amount of the expenses
where the unexpired term of the lease is not 25
less than four years at the date when the
expenses are incurred; or

( b) Where the unexpired term is then less than four
years, such proportion of the aforesaid total
amount as, in the absence of agreement 30
between the parties, is fixed by a Magistrate's
Court.

11 /1) 717-n ,--- 4- r. n v, PC1.-1.. ,_L, ,·,<-1 y person commiu, „ 0-„ence against
this Act who (without the cons(mi; of the Minister) pro-
pagates, plants, sows, sells, or offers for sale, any of 35
the plants mentioned or inchided in the Fir,st S(·11,»dule

to this Act, or any seeds, euttings, or portions of anv
such plants.
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(2) The Minister shall not give any such consent in
respect of any area of which he is not the local authority
unless he is recommended so to do by the local
authority in whose district the plants, seeds, euttings,

5 or portions of the plants are to be planted, sown,
propagated, sold, or offered for sale, as the ease may
he.

(3) Any sueh consent may be subject to such
conditions as the Minister thinks t.

10 (4) Except as provided in the next succeeding
subsection, any such consent may be so given as to
apply generally throughout the district of any loeal
authority or within any specified part or parts thereof,
or within the whole of the district except any specified

15 part or parts thereof; and may he so given as to apply
to all the plants mentioned or included in the First

Schedule to this Act or to any one or more of those
plants; and may he so given as to apply to all persons
or to any person or class or elasses of persons within

20 the area to which it relates.

(5) No such consent shall he given in respect of
hawthorn ( Crataegus ozy/cantha and Crataegus mono-
q#na) or water hyacinth (Michhorizia crassipes).

(6) This section shall not apply to barberry, hox-
25 thorn, or hakea #aligna propagated, planted, sown, sold,

or offered for sale for lise as part of a hedge or live
fence.

12. (1) Every person commits an offence against No person to
this Act who knowingly sows, sells, or offers for sale sow or sell

uneleaned

30 any seed-grain, grass-seed, or seed of any other plant not seeds or grain.
mentioned or included in the First Schedule to this 1928, No. 10,
Aet if the seed-grain, grass-seed, or seed has not been S. 9
thoroughly cleaned by means of a seed cleaning machine
or other sufficient process for the purpose of removing

35 all seeds of any of the plants mentioned or included in
the First Schedule to this Act:

Provided that in any legal proceedings linder this
section for knowingly selling or offering for sale it shall
be a sufficient defence if the defendant satisfies the Court

40 that the person .to whom he sold the seed-grain, grass-
seed, or seed, or offered it for sale, knew.it had not been
cleaned.

2
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(2) In any legal proceedings against any person for
sowing, selling, or 'offering for sale any slich seed-grain,
grass-seed, or seed which has hot been' ' thoroughly
cleaned as aforesaid it shall be presumed until the con-
trary is proved that he knew that the seed-grain, 5
grass-seed, or seed was not thoroughly eleaned as
aforesaid.

13. Every person owning or being in charge of any
machine (being a threshing machine, header harvester,
clover dresser, mobile seed cleaning plant, baling 10
machine, or chaff cutter) which is used on more farms
than one commits an offence against this Act if he fails
to clean out the machine thoroughly immediately after
using it at each farm, and before removing the machine
or any part thereof to another farm. 16

Land of the Crown, Maod Land, and Land of Local
Authorities

14. (1) With the consent of the Minister, any
Inspector or person authorized in writing hy an
Inspector may enter upon any land of the Crown or any 20
Maori land and take in respect thereof such measures
and do thereon such work as may be necessary-

(a) To clear that land of noxious weeds; and
(b) To cut or trim hedges or live fences which are

growing on that land and which consist of 25
hawthorn, barherry, sweetbrier, gorse, box-
thorn, broom, or hakea (whether or not those
plants are noxious weeds where the land is
situated).

(2) The Minister may in his discretion refuse his 30
consent under this section or give his consent either
uneonditionally or upon or subject to such terms and
conditions as he thinks iit.

(3) Where any measures are taken, or any work is
done, under this section to the satisfaction of the 35
Minister, all costs, charges, and expenses whieh the
Minister considers have been reasonably incurred in
respect of the measures or work shall be defrayed out
of moneys from time to time appropriated for the
purpose by Parliament. 40
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15. The amount of all costs, charges, and expenses
paid by the Crown in respect of any Maori land lilay
be recovered by the Crown in the manner in which
rates on the land may be recovered; and the provisions

5 of Part Il of the Rating Act, 1925, and any other enact-
lilent relating to the recovery of rates on Maori land,
shall, with the necessary inodilications, apply accordingly.

16. Every local authority other than the -Minister
shall, out of its general revenues, from time to time

10 clear, as required by or under sections /ive and six of
this Aet, all lands under its control, and if it fails or
neglects to do so the Minister may cause the lands to be
cleared at its expense.

Inspectors

15 17. (1) There may from time to time be appointed
for the purposes of this Aet Inspeetors of the following
classes:-

(a) Government Inspectors who shall be appointed
as officers or employees of the Public Service:

20 (b) Local authority Inspectors who shall be
appointed by a Borough Council, Town Board,
County Council. or Road Board as provided in
sections twenty-one, twenty-two, and twenty-
three of this Act.

25 (2) No person shall be both a Government Inspector
and a local authority Inspector at the same time.

(3) Except for the purpose of enforeing subsection
three of section six of this Aet, no Government Inspector
shall exercise any powers or perform any duties under

30 this Act-

(a) Within any county or road district the Council
or Board of which has for the tinle being a
local authority Inspector appointed by it for
its district, unless he acts by direction of the

35 Minister and after written notice has been
given to the Council or Board; or

(b) Within any borough or within any town district
which does not form part of a county,

Crown Mid,
recover from

oeeupier of
Maori land.

See Reprint
of Statutes,
Vbl. VII,

p. 1017

Local

authority to
clear lands

under its

control.

1928. No. 10,
s. 20

Inspectors.
Ibid., ss.'27, 08
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(4) No person shall be entitled by virtue of his
appointment as a local authority Inspector to exercise
any of the powers or perform any of the duties of an
Inspector under this Aet within any area other than a
borough, town district, county, or road district for 5
which (in accordance with this Act) he is appointed, or
is deemed to be, a loeal authority inspector.

(6) Subject as aforesaid, Inspectors shall have the
powers and shall performthe duties set out in this Act,
and shall have such other powers and shall perform sueh 10
other duties as may be necessary to carry into effeet the
provisions of this Act or as may be preseribed by
regulations under this Act.

18. An Inspector, or any person authorized in writing
in that behalf by an Inspector, shall not be deemed a 15
trespasser, or be liable for any damage oeeasioned by
him in the exercise of the powers, or the performanee
of the duties, conferred on the Inspector under this Aet,
unless the damage is oceasioned otherwise than in the
reasonable exercise or performance of the powers or 20
duties.

19. ( 1) Every person eommits an offence against
this Act who obstruets or hinders any Inspector, or any
person duly employed or authorized, in the exercise of
any power or function conferred on hini by or under 25
this Aet.

(2) No proceedings for the recovery of any fine in
respect of any such offence shall be a bar to an action
at law by any such Inspector or person in respeet of
any sueh act as aforesaid, but every such action may 30
be commenced and proceeded with as if no such
proceedings had been t.a.ken linder this Aet,

20. Every person shall be liable on sunimary eonvie-
tic,n to impriscmment for a term not exceeding one year,
or to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds, or to both 35
snell imprisonment and such fine, who personates or
falsely represents himself to be an Inspector under this
Aet, or falsely represents himself to be a person
authorized by any such Inspector.
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Duties and Polvers of Local Authorities

21. (1) Every Borough Council, and every Town
Board of a town district which does not form part of
a county, shall be responsible for the administration of

5 this Act within its district.
(2) Any such Council or Board may from time to

tillie appoint an Inspector or Inspectors for its district.

13
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22. (1) The Council of any eounty, or the Road County
Board of any road district in a county where the 218 and

10 Counties Act, 1920, is suspended or is not in operation, Road Boards

may at any time by resolution assume responsibility for Sponsibility
the administration of this Act within its district from for

administration
a date to be specified in that behalf in the resolution. of Act.

(2) A copy of every sueh resolution shall forthwith 1934, No. 35,
15 be forwarded by the Council or Board to the Minister, s. 7

who shall cause it to be published in the Gcmette.
of Statutes,
See Reprint

(3) Any Council or Board which has under this voi. v, p. 180
section assumed responsibility for the administration of
this Aet as aforesaid may from time to time appoint

20 an Inspector or Inspectors for its district.
(4) The Minister of Finance may pay, out of moneys

appropriated by Parliament for the purpose, to any
County Council or Road Board which, either before or
after the commencement of this Act, has assumed

25 responsibility for the administration of this Aet as afore-
said sueh subsidy as he thinks fit towards costs incurred
or to be incurred by it in administering this Act or in
exereising the powers conferred thereby.

23. (1) Any two or more loeal authorities which Local
authorities may30 are for the time being responsible for the administra- act together.

tion of this Act may act together in the exercise of
their powers and functions under this Aet, and may, upon
such terms and conditions as they think fit, jointly
appoint Inspectors and other offieers and servants for

35 that purpose.
( 2) Any local authority which is for the time being

responsible for the administration of this Aet may from
time to time arrange with any other local authority and
its Inspectors and officers on behalf of the first mentioned

40 local authority to exereise and perform the powers and
functions of the first mentioned local authority under
this Act and to enforce the observance of the provisions
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of this Act. All such Inspectors shall be deemed to be
local authority Inspectors for the district of the lirst
mentioned local authority while the arrangement
remains in force.

(3) Any local authority may, for the purposes of 5
this seetion, enter into such agreements as it thinks lit,
and the agreements may contain all such provisions as
to the local authority seem necessary or expedient.

24. (1) For the purpose of making provision for the
eradication of noxious weeds within the county any 10
County Council may from time to time raise a special
loan without taking the steps prescribed by sections
nine to thirteen of the Local Bodies' Loans Aet, 1926.

(2) The term for which any moneys may be borrowed
under this section, as determined by the Governor- 15
General in Council under section eleven of the Local

Government Loans Board Aet, 1926 (as set out iii
section twenty-nine of the Finance Aet, 1932 (No. 2) ),
shall not exceed ten years.

25. (1) Any County Couneil or Road Board that has 20
assumed responsibility for the administration of this
Act -within its. district may, in addition to its other
rating powers, make and levy a rate on all rateable
property within the county or road district which is not
exempt from the rate by virtue of subsection seven of this 25
section for the purpose of providing funds for the
eradication of noxious weeds within its district, or

otherwise for the ptirposes of the administration of this
Act.

(2) Any sueh rate may be levied on the basis of tile 30
rateable value of the land occupied by the ratepayer
or on the basis of the aereage of rateable land occupied
by the ratepayer.

(3) Where the rate is to be levied on the basis of
the rateable value of the land, the maximum rate that 35
may be levied in any year shall not exceed a halfpenny
in the pound on the capital value of that land; but
the total amount payable by any ratepayer shall not iii
any ease exceed sixpenee per acre of his holding.

(4) Where the rate is to be levied on the basis of the 40
aereage of land occupied by the ratepayer, the maxi-
mum rate that may be levied in any year shall not
exeeed sixpenee per acre of the land,
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(5) The Couneil or Board may, if it thinks fit, from
time to time divide the connty or road district, for the
purposes of the rate, into anv number of subdivisions.
and may make and levy the rate separately in eaeh

5 subdivision and in such manner that the rate made and

levied in any one or more of the subdivisions may vary
from that in another or others:

Provided that the maximum rate to be made and

levied in any one year in any one subdivision shall not
10 exceed the rate prescribed by subsection three or, as the

ease may be, subsection four of this section.

(6) Before making any rate under this section the
Council or Board shall, by resolution, classify all the
lands in the county or road district, or in the several

15 subdivisions, as the ease may be, into one or more of
the following elasses, namely:-

Class A lands, being lands for the immediate and
direct benefit of which the Council or Board

proposes to expend the proceeds of the rate;
20 Class B lands, being lands for the less direct

benefit of which the Council or Board proposes
to expend the proceeds of the rate; and

Class C lands, being all other lands.
(7) The rate shall be made and levied only on Class A

25 and Class B lands and in such proportions as the Ooiineil
or Board in each ease appoints:

Provided that before the appointment of such pro-
portions as aforesaid the Council or Board shall cause
public notice to be given of the respeetive proportions

30 it proposes to appoint; and shall, at a meeting of the
Council or Board to be held after the expiration of a
period of twenty-eight days after the first publication
of the notice, consider all objections in writing ( if any)
received by the Council or Board to the proposed

35 proportions.
(8) Every classilication so made shall be set forth

in a list to be sealed with the common seal of the county
or road district and the Council or Board shall immedi-

ately cause public notiee of the classification to be given,
40 and of the place where and of the period during which

the classification list may be inspected, and shall allow
it to be inspected at reasonable times at that place for
a period of not less than twenty-one days.

15
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(9) Any person aggrieved by the classification may
appeal against it on the ground that the ' land · of
the appellant, or any other land in the rating area has

1

not been fairly classified in accordance with the boneft
received or likely to be received from the expendittire 5
aforesaid, or has not been classified.

(10) A notice of appeal setting out the grounds
thereof shall, within seven days next after the expiration
of the period of twenty-one days appointed for the
inspection of the classification list, be given to the 10
Registrar of the Magistrate's Court nearest to the
public office of the Council or Board, and a copy thereof
shall within the same seven days be lodged at that office.

(11) The appeal shall be heard by a Magistrate at
such convenient time and place as he appoints, of which 15
not less than three days' notice shall be given to the
County Clerk or the Clerk of the Road Board and to
the appellant.

( 12) On the hearing of any such appeal the Magis-
trate may cause the classification list to be amended in 20
such manner as he thinks reasonable, and he shall sign
the list so amended, and the determination of tlie
Magistrate shall be final and conclusive.

(13) Every classification list sealed with the seal of
the county or road district, or signed by a Magistrate 25
in the ease of any such appeal as aforesaid, shall, for the
purpose of any proceedings for the recovery of rates,
be sufficient evidence of a classification duly made hy
the Council or Board in accordance with the require-
ments of this section. 30

(14) The classification list may from time to time be
amended by the Council or Board:

Provided that no such amendment shall have effect

until the expiration of two months after the service of
notice of the amendment on all ratepavers affected 35
thereby.

( 15) The provisions of this section relating to
appeals and to the authentication of the classification
list shall apply to every such amendment of the list.

(16) Except as otherwise provided herein, the pro- 40
visions of the Rating Act, 1925, shall apply to all rates
made under this section.
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26. (1) Whenever it considers it expedient for Afforestation
the purposes of this Act so to do, any local authority MY2!y
may, with the written consent of the Minister of
Forests and subject to such conditions as he may

5 impose, plant, sow, or maintain trees on any piece of
land belonging to that local authority or (subject to the
terms of the lease) on any land held on lease by it for the
purpose, or (with the consent of the owner) on any other
piece of land within its jurisdiction; and may, with the

10 consent of the Minister of Forests and subject to such
conditions as he may impose, cut or sell any such trees:

Provided that no such trees shall be eut or sold in

contravention of the terms of the lease where the land

is leased, or without the consent of the owner of the land
15 in any other ease where the local authority is not the

owner of the land.

(2) Whenever it considers it expedient for the
purposes of this Act so to do, any local authority may
plant, sow, or maintain shrubs, grasses, or plants other

20 than trees on any land belonging to that local authority,
or (subject to the terms of the lease) on any land held
on lease by it for the purpose, or (with the consent of
the owner) on any other piece o f land within its juris-
diction; and may cut or sell any such shrubs, grasses,

25 or plants:
Provided that no such shrubs, grasses, or plants

shall be cut or sold in contravention of the terms of the

lease where the land is held on lease, or without the
consent of the owner of the land in any other case where

30 the local authority is not the owner of the land.
(3) Any local authority may erect and maintain

fences on the boundaries or any other part of any land
on which it so plants, sows, or maintains trees, shrubs,
grasses, or plants.

35 (4) Where any local authority does any work unde,
this section on any land with the consent of the ownei
thereof, the local authority may make such arrangements
as it thinks fit with the owner or oecupier of the land
for any purpose in relation to the work, whether as to

40 the payment by the owner or oeeupier of the whole or
any part of the cost of the work or otherwise.
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27. Any local authority may take under the Public
Works Act, 1928, or purchase, take on lease, or otherwise
acquire and hold any land within the jurisdietion of the
loeal authority for the purpose of clearing the land of
noxious weeds or of controlling the spread of noxious 5
weeds ; and niay sell, lease, sublease, or let its interest
in any land held by it for any such purpose.

Miscellaneous

28. (1) Any notice under this Act may be served
either by delivering it personally to the person upon 10
whom it is to be served; or by leaving it, or by
sending it by post in a registered letter addressed to him,
at his usual or last known place of abode in New Zealand;
or, if the whereabouts or last known place of abode in
New Zealand of the person to whom the notice is 15
addressed is not known to the person issuing the notice,
by publishing it at least twice in a newspaper circulating
in the locality in whieli the land affected hy the notice
is situated.

(2) The description of any land required to be 20
inserted in any notice served under this Act need not
define the land to which it refers, but shall be suflieient
if it makes such reference to the land whether by name,
by number of section or allotment, by boundaries, or
otherwise, as allows of no reasonable doubt as to the 25
land to which it refers.

(3) Where a notice is sent by post in the manner
prescribed by subsection one of this section it shall be
deemed to be given at the time at which the letter would
have been delivered in the ordinary course of post. , 30

29. Every person who cominits an offence airainst
this Aet for which no penalty is provided elsewhere
than in this section shall lie liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds.

30. (1) The Governor-Geenral may from tible to 35
time, by Order in Council, make all such regulations as
may in his opinion be necessary or expedient for giving
full effect to the provisions of this Aet and for the due
administration thereof.

(2) All such regulations shall be laid before Parlia- 40
ment within twenty-eight days after the date of the
making t.hereof if Parliament. is then in session, and, if
not, shall be laid before Parliament within twenty-eight
days after the commencement of the next ensuing session.
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31. (1) The enactments specified in the Fourth Repeals and
Schedule to this Aet are hereby repealed. savings.

(-2_) The Orders in Council specified in:th_e _ Fifth 1928, No. 10
s. 30

Schedule to this Act are · hereby revoked.
5 (3) All Orders in Council, regulations, appointments,

orders, special orders, notices, instruments, and gener-
ally all acts of authority which originated under any of
the enactments herebv repealed or revoked, or under the
corresponding provisions of any former enactment, and

10 are subKisting 01· in foree at the commeneement of this

Act, shall c.nure for the purposes of this Act as fully and
effectually as if they had originated under the corre-
sponding provisions of this Aet, and accordingly shall,
where necessary, be deemed to have so originated.

15 (4) All matters and proceedings commenced under
any such enactment, and pending or in progress at the
commencement of this Act, may be continued, completed,
and enforced under this Act.

SCHEDULES

FIRST SCHEDULE

PLANTS WHICH MAY BE DECLARED TO BE N0XIOUS WEEDS

Barberry (Berberis vulgaris).
Bathurst bur (Xanthium spinomm).
Bindweed ( Convolvulus arvensu).
Blaekberry (Rubus fruticosus and Rubus Zaciniatus).
Boxthorn (Li/ciuin fei'ocissi,)111#1 81/n. Li/cium horridum) .
Burdoek (Arotium, any speeies) .
Californian thistle, Canadian thistle, or ereeping thistle

( Cirsium arvense).
Cape tulip (Homeria collina).
Charloek (Sinapis arvensis).
Common broom (Cvtistts scoparius)
Crack willow (Satix fragilis).
Cut-leaved psoralea (Psordea, pinnata).
Fennel (Foeniculum vulgore).
Field horsetail (Equisetum arvense).
Foxglove (DigitaSs purpurea).
Goat's rue ( Galega of/icinatis).
Crorse (Ulex, aiiy species) .
Greater bindweed (Calystegia sepium) .
Grey willow (Salix dnerea).
Hakea (Hakea saligna, Hakea suaveolens, Hakea pubescens,

and Hakea acicularis).
Hawthorn ( Crataegus oxycantha and Crataegils monogyna).
Heath ( f,€ca lusitanica and Erica arboreo).

Section 8
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FIRST SCHERULE=-conmvited

PLANTS WHIC*.MAN BE DECLARm, TO BE NOXIOUS ViEfiDS·-4'
coldinued

Hemloek ( Coniu#i 'maoutatum).
Hoary cress (Cardaria draba Mm. Ldpiditim draba).
Japanese wiheberry (Rub,4 phoenicolasius).
Johnson grass (Sorghum halepense).
Kangaroo aeacia (Zleacia armata),
Knapweed (Centoureanigra).
Lantana (Lantana camara).
Lupin (Lupinus arboreus).
Malta thistle (Centaurea melitensis).
Manchurian wild rice (Zizania latifoiia).
Milk thistle or variegated thistle (Silybum mariaggm).
Mist flower or Mexican devil (Eupatonium adenophorum)
Mountain hyperieum (Hypericum montanum).
Nassella tussoek (NaSSEUG trickotoma).
Needle grass (Stipa neesiana).
Nodding thistle ( Carduus nutans).
Oxylobi*m callistachys.
Pennisetum (Pennisetum macrourum).
Prickly pear ( Opuntia mona©antha).
Puttenaea dapknoides.
Pussy willow (Salix discolor).
Ragwort (Senecio jacobaea).
Russian knapweed (Centaurea repens).
St. John's wort (Hypericum perforatum).
Saffron thistle ( Carthamus Zanatus).
Seoteh thistle or plume thistle ( Cirsium Zanceotatum).
Silver poplai, (Populus Wba var. 'itiveo),
Spiderwort (Leyeesteria formosa).
Spiny broom ( Calycotome spinosa) .
Squirrel grass (Hordeum jubatum).
Star thistle (Centa#rea caletrapo).
Sweetbrier (Rosa egtanteria syn. Rosa rubiginosa).
Tall einquefoil (Potentilia recta).
Tauhinu or New Zealand cotton-wood ( Cassi'nia ZeptopbvIla

orcassinia fuida).
Thorn apple or jimson weed (Datura stramonium).
Tutsan (Hypericum androsaemum).
Viper's bugloss (Echium vulgare).
Water hyaeinth (Eichhora crossipes).
Watsonia ( Watsonia bulbillif€ra).
Wild turnip (Brassica campestris).
Winged thistle (Carduus tenuiorus and Carduus pyonoce-

phalus).
Woolly nightshade (Soup,146„t Mir#011Zatum).
Yellow star thistle (Centaurea solstitialis).
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SECOND SCHEDULE

NoTICE TO OCCUPIER TO CLEAR LANDS OF NoxIOUS WEEDS

The Noziows Weeds Act, 1950

To 1 B. {iddress add occupatioa]
TAKE notice that, in respect of the land occupied by you and
hereunder described, you are hereby required to comply with
the requirements of the said Act as mentioned below; and I
hereby call upon you to commence the necessary work within

days from the date of this notice, and thereafter to
eontinue the work until the said requirements are effectively
complied with, being not later than the day of ,
19 .

Land.

Dated this

Noxious Weeds to be Cleared, or
Description of Cutting or Trimming

or Other Work to be Done.

day of , 19

C. D.,
Inspector.

THIRD SCHEDULE

NOTIFICATION TO CLEAR NoXIOUS WEEDS

PURSUANT to the Noxious Weeds Aet, 1950, all occupiers of land
in [Specify the district or aree] are hereby required to clear the
land of [Specify noxious weedsl] before [ Speoify date].

C.D.,
Inspector.

FOURTH SCHEDULE

ENACTMENTS REPEALED

1928, No. 10-
The Noxious Weeds Act, 1928. (Raprint of Statutes,

Vol. I, p. 124.)
1934, No. 35-

The Noxious Weeds Amendment Aet, 1934.
1936, No. 16-

The Finance Act, 1936, section 31.

21

Section 5 (13

Section 5 (1J

Section 31 (1)
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FIFTH SCHEDULE

ORDERS IN COUNCIL REVOKED.

Title.

ffhe Nokiorts W*eds Act Eitension Oitleit 1944
Ttle Ndiabus W*€1Eij ABE- 15*teh*16# <*469 1546
Tlid Noxiout Weedd Aet Elitdyisi6¥ Opddr 19*3
The Noxious Weeds Att Extensivn Oider 1:947

Statutory
Regulations

Sertiil'Number.

19447122
19457130
1946/173
1947/40

By Authority: R. E. OWEN, Government Printer, Wellington.-1950,


