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What Macroeconomic Variables Should We Be Watching in These Uncertain Times?

Dr. John B. Penson, Jr. is Regents Professor and Stiles Professor of Agriculture in the Department of
Agricultural Economics at Texas A&M University. John received his BS and MS degrees from Southern
lllinois University and his PhD from the University of Illinois.

At Texas A&M, he conducts research in the areas of finance and the macroeconomics of agriculture. He
is the recipient of the Outstanding Teacher Award from both the American Agricultural Economics
Association and the Western Agricultural Economic Association. He received the Distinguished
Achievement Award — University Level in both teaching and research from the Association of Former
Students at Texas A&M University.

In addition to research awards received from the American Agricultural Economics Association, John
received the Outstanding Alumnus Award from the College of Agriculture at Southern Illinois University
and the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Southern Agricultural Economics Association.

John teaches Macroeconomics of Agriculture and Rural Financial Markets and is co-author of Introduction
to Agricultural Economics. He was also Editor of Journal of Agricultural and Applied Economics and Co-
Editor, Choices.

John was the first speaker at our first Workshop in 2010. At that time, he accurately predicted that
uncertainty would be major issue for our economy as it sought to climb out of the recession.



