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b(bJ(nl.h ?V

Son. of 'Joyiep.h.ine. and (^ixJiu i U^Le./i

i^/io decidedted riA^ri^pif to hp.l^Aj^v^ v>-utlx

th.i>i kLy^ion.^ f/iom memo/u-eA of iAe jamLi-ij..

dL/> Ln.te./ipyii, encou/icu^pjnpni, and tA(u\^miJjte.d

to Uy6 tk/ioacyi i.cy) iyian.ddau<^:i te./i, 'Joij.ce. I'i'uLJ.p/i I'lu^yalJ.,

i-e/ie (^/latefuJ./^ /ipce^\/ea.

(^UA veAij. y^^tecAjciI. tAunh^ at/^o to 'jO'^cp. fxtA .ie/i ne.Lp

hpyiUiiriA that yient fai.tri'uLiij. f/iom npa <^/iojidiatneM.,

U.ctA ti'<o yimaJJ. cTnlXctapa, a oiu^j. Au/K^e-oa-xuAoand, a

kome to ccuie lon.^ and oJLi the. accjom^jan /'Uic^ jocxxit

dbutceyi, yide (lAjd /ie.y6ea/LcJi fo/i mate.n.LaJ- Ln. the i.<.6aan-LeA

of tie/i tocuijutij. to Aead ula Lcieu/i and AU(yj,eAt^jor\^ fo/i

tl'te ki^to/i^.

I will lift up mine eyes unfo the hills,

from whence cometh my help.

My help cometh from the Lord,

which made heaven and earth.

The Lord is thy keeper: the Lord

Is thy shade upon thy right hand.

The sun shall not smite thee by day,

nor the moon by night.

The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil:

He shall preserve thy soul.

The Lord shall preserve thy going out

and thy coming in from this time

forth, and even for evermore.

Psalm 121

In Memory of

Boryi : July 20, 1885
Apple Grove, North Carolina

Died: July H, 1974
Sedro Woolley, Washington

Services

July 17, 197 f 2 .00 p.m.

Lemley Chapel

Officiating

Reverend Virgil Voter
First Baptist Church

Sedro Woolley, Washington

Casket Bearers
Herman Romer Don Huston
Harold lienfro Lenore Robinson
Bill Rivord Lawrence Burmaster

Orgcmist
Gladys Miller

Interment
I.O.O.F. Cemetery

Sedro Woolley, Washington





EARLY I'ISTORv OF THE FAMILY





EARLY ANCEoTRY

Harley A. Vannoy

Carmichael Mller, immigrant of Germany was the father of Christian Miller,
Christian was the father of r^eorge Washinrton Miller. George Washington Miller
was the father of Elder Harrison Baker Miller,

Carmichael Miller migrated from Germany in the late 1700's and first
settled with the Pennsylvania Dutch. He married Elizabeth Utretch of Pennsylvania,
His son, Christian, fought in Braddock's army with General George Washington.

Information may be obtained from L, V, Miller, Justice of the ^eace. Wagoner,
North Carolina, on the top of the Blue Ridge Mountain on the farm once owned by
George Washington Miller,

NOTE : A letter was sent in 1965/66 to L. V. Miller in care of the Post-
master, Jefferson, North Carolina, which was not returned nor was any reply
received.

In Memory of

MARlEY ABRAHAM VANNOY

Date of Birth

Oilday Chap«l

May 8, 1943 10:30 A.M.

Data of Daath

May 6, 1943

Nov. 3, 1875

(xrandEX jar aujaij

:

Officiating

Rav. Ronald T. Whita.

Signal Lodga No. 543 F. and A.M.

in
Intarmant

Rose Hills Mamorlal Park





MILLER FAMILY LINF

by

ADELINE MILLER VANNOY
and son,

HARLEY A. VANMOY

Carmikle (Carmichael) Miller (Mueller), first emigrant from Germany t« Pennsylvania,
Married Elizabeth Utretch of Pennsylvania (no dates )o

Christian Miller, son of Carmichael and Elizabeth Miller.
Married Judy (Judith?) Bear (Barr, Baer, Bahr), No dates obtainableo

Children of Christian and Judy Miller t

1. George Washington Miller, bom January 31, I8l8; died May 3, 186^;
married Aley Hubbard, daughter of Randall and Polly Hubbard, in Russell
County, Virginia, Augvist 12, 1837. She was bom February 20, l8l3j
died August 2, 1908.

2. Jack (Jackson?) Miller; married >t3rra ____________

3. Christian Miller; married Phoebe Browa,

km Easter Miller; married William Poe (nicknamed "Old Billy Poe<,")

5. John Miller; married Lila Sheets,

6. Millie Miller; (epileptic daughter - never married).

Children of George Washington ("Vash") and Aley Hubbard Miller

1, Louisa; died in her teens of TB, before the Civil War,

2, Easter; married Jordan Sheets,

3, Eveline; married John Cook; she died July 18, 193U, near Chilhowie, Va,

U. Harrison Baker Miller; bom March 2, I8h3 in Ashe County, North Carolina;
died February 8, 193$, near Chilhovie, Virginia; married first to

Phoebe Jane Weaver in 1865; she died about 1873; he then married Eda
(Cook) Taylor, He had four children by his first marriage and two by his
second one,

5. Jasper Marion Miller; married Caroline Jones,

6. Mary Ann; married William Davis,

7. Adeline; married Ancerson Mitchell Vannoy of Wilkes County, N, C, on May 6,

1866; She was born on December 23, l8Li9; he was bom May 13, 18UI;; died
July 31, 1908 in Wapello County, Iowa. They had 11 children. Mother still
living as of this date, March 30, 1936,





Children of G.W. and Aley Hubbard Miller ( Continued

)

:

8. Alva; married John R©eve«, They moved to Grinnell, Iowa, where she

died in August 1932.

9, Josephine; married Elihu Miller. Both died and are buried near
Chilhowie, Virginia,

FAMILT
OF

RANDALL AND PCLLT ( ? ) HUBBARD

Came fron England; settled in Russell County,
state of Virginia, about l8o5-l8lO.

Children :

;

1. William; bom in England,

2. Aley; bora February 20, l8l3; married George Washington Miller on
August 12, 1837; died August 2, 1908, near Chilhowie, Virginia,

3. Eliza; married Wilson C«k,

U, Polly; married Alfred Cox, brother of Wilson Cox, above.

5. Edward; married and lived in Virginia.

6. Ann; married Absalom Bear, iresided on Horse Creek in Ashe County,
North Carolina,

Note: A daughter of Edward Hubbard of Virginia, married William
Tuggle and lived near Saltville, Virginia, about the year 1915.

fty mother visited her there, (HAVannoy)

This information on the Hubbard family is from the memory of

my Mother, Adeline Miller Vannoy^ daughter of George W, Miller
and Aley Hubbard Miller, # 2 above.

Harley A, Vannoy
Long Beach, California
January 12, 1931





Research of Miller (Mueller) in Ashe County, N.C,

I feel sure that there are wore people in Ashe County by the name of Miller
than any other family. After doing work professionally for orer twenty years, I

have learned that there were three distinct sets of Millers who settled in this
area before the county was formed from Wilkes, or if not, during the very first
years. As you no doubt know, they were Muellers, the name in German meaning,
"Grinders of Grain." There was also an area where a family of English Millers
settled. So, descendants of these four families make up the long lists of Millers
we find an the present day rolls,

I am quite familiar with most of Ashe County and certainly know the location
of the Bear Creek Primitive Baptist church as well as the cemetery along the
Parkway. The old Miller area is not too far from Bear Creek but is nearer the

Boggs area, and much of the time, is hard to get to although the road has been
improved in the last few years. In I8h3, it would not have been considered very
far away from Bear Creek and certainly that church would have been one of the few
and possibly the only one church in that day,

Carmichael (Michael) ("Mike") Miller (Mueller) came from Germany, The exact
year is not now known. One story is that he came over at the age of six and
enlisted in Braddock's arm>' at the age of seventeen. Another story which sounds
more likely is that he was a Hessian soldier in Braddock's amy. A very good
elderly friend, George A. Miller, a retired teacher now deceased, whose ancestor
was Mike Miller, wrote me, "fty father, Hilton Miller, used to thrill us children
with stories of the experiences and adventures of 'Old Mike*^ as a captive and
slave of the Indians and his escape and journey through unbroken forests and
Indian country to a British fort. Ho married ——-U-Z-R-T, I do not know
her first name and am not sure of the spelling of her maiden name,"

The Uzrt cotild have been the name Utretch as you gave it. Although Mr,

Miller stated that he did not know the name of "Old Mike's" wife, I am inclined
to believe that her name was Catherine (Katty) (Caty) for no other shows, I

further believe that his wife Katy or Caty may have been either a daughter or
sister of the Thomas Ussary who appears in the e.arly Wilkes Coiinty census.

There is some indication that these first Miller's records may be easier
to find in Wilkes County. They certainly lived very near the county line. In a

court record, "Easter Miller had come over from Wilkes County" as a witness in
some legal action and was paid a fee for her appearance. As you Mentioned in a

letter, the name Easter seems to have run in the family. Whether this was the
Easter (Washington Miller's sister) who according to the record married Old Billy
Poe or that that Easter was an older one still remains to be seen.

As I understand it, the road going to Wilkes boro and most points south was
through an old way by Bear Creek and we do still speak of "Bear Creek." I can
imagine that in those early days, a description by your great grandfather or
grandfather would have been quite accurate and doubtless they owned land extending
as far as the site of the Bear Creek church or it might be there was an earlier
church before the present one was built. Like you, I feel that your ancestors
may have been buried nearer Bear Creek,

Assuming that you are correct about Christian Miller, I believe that he also
had a brother, George, who married Elizabeth Bumgartner. He must have been the
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j
one for whom he (Christian) witnessed the deed in 1808, George and Elizabeth also

j

had a son, George, who married Elizabeth Koontz. Your great grandfather was wise
to use the name Washington instead of George.

Stephen Miller yery likely was another brother of Christian. An early census
(1800) shows Katty Miller, a widow with three sons still at home. She was still living
in 1820 (her name was spelled Caty) and one or two of the sons must still be
witn her and at that time they had young families. A Henry Miller, age under 26^

and his wife under 26, vare living next to her.

I have talked at length with an old citizen about the cemetery. The one in
the BoggB community acccrding to a son of Mr. George '/lller is very hard to get
to and from my latest talk with him he doubts that he (Washington Miller) is

buried there althou^ he offered to take me there in his jeep should I decide
that it is necessary. The trouble is that it may not be marked although the
later generations have been loyal in keeping the graves of their relatives markedo
I now feel very certain that he (Washir^gton) was buried closer to Bear Creek
church. I hope to be able to contact someone who has visited me in the past and
who has told me of another cemetery near the Parkway underpass where some Severts

i are buried.* This is almost on the Ashe-Wilkes line. There may also be some

Bares buried there. What is the connection between Judith and Absalom Bare? Henry
Bare was the first Bare in Ashe County to get a land grant. Judith Bear (or Bare),
the wife of Christian Miller, was either his daughter or granddaughter or a daughter
of Jacob, Henry's son,

I looked book by book for aome elderly Millers who had died soon after the
law required that statistics be kept of births and deaths. I found these which
may be of interest:

Esther (probably could not spell Easter or Esther) Miller, born March k,
1(526; died May 26, 1918. Her age 93 years, 2 months, and 27 days.
Father, Stephen Miller, Mother, Katie Ingram.

Jese Barr, husband of Lona Barr, died December 2U, 1920, Age 70 years,
3 months^and 18 days, born Ashe County. Burial place. Horse Creek
Township; died of liver and kidney disease. Father, Absalom Barrj
Mother, Ann Hubbard, Jefferson, Ashe County, N. C. Information given

!
by Lona Barr, Hemlock, N. C,

Ardine Miller, age 2 years (date 1920/21); fathgr, H.A. Miller; mother,
Mazey Barr; Horse Oreek Township, Park, Virginia (post office), Ashe
County, N. C,

I am enclosing copies of some deeds made to and later by your ancestor,
Washington Miller. I did not make a complete search after seeing that it was in
the Bear Creek section. I also noted that Harrison B, Miller had bought land of
a Mr. Ham in the Horse Creek area but did not get copies made.

Incidently, I had a great uncle, Harrison Baker, ^ould your grandfather
have been named for him. He was bom I8l5 and died in I88l.»

—. Eleanor Baker Reeves

1)* Many Severts are buried in Bear Oeek church cemetery.
2)* In 18$0 Census of Ashe County Washington Miller and Harrison Baker were

next door neighbors.





Jefferson Courthouse, Ashe County, North Carolina
Office of the Register of Deeds
Book D, page 38^

A Deed from Thomas Tyre to George Miller 100 acres

IMs indenture made the 6th day of October in the year of our Lord one

thousand eight hundred and eight (1808) between Thomas Tyre and George Miller,

both of the County of Ashe and State of North Carolina; witnesseth that he the

said Thomas Tyre for and in consideration of the sum of $1^0,00 to him in hand
paid the receipt wherein he doth hereby acknowledge and himself therewith full
satisfied and paid, hath granted bargained, sold, and conveyed and confinned by
these presents doth grant, bargain, sell, convey and confirm unto him the said

George Miller a tract or parcel of land containing one hundred acres being the

same more or less Ijring in the county aforesaid on the west side of the South
Fork of New River, beginning at a red oak, running west one hundred and twenty-

six poles to a crooked white oak under the N. W. side of the Canoe Nob, then south
one hundred and twenty six poles to two white oaks on a ridge, then east one hun-
dred twenty six poles to a staks in the original line, then north along line to
the beginning. Known by the name of Canoe Knob together with every right,
title, privilege, and envolvement to the said land belonging or in anywise apper-
taining; and, he said Thcanas Tyre doth bind himself, his heirs, executors, and

administrators well and truly to warrant and defend the aforesaid premises with all

the appertaincies thereto belonging unto him the said George Miller, his heirs and

assigns forever free and clear of all incumbrances and claims whatsoever in testi-
mony whereof the said Thones Tyre hath hereunto set his hand and affixed his seal

the day and date above written.

Signed and sealed and delivered in the presence of Thomas T:''Te

TEST
A, W. Shearer North Carolina, Ashe County, May Term 1809,
Christian Miller the within deed was duly proven in open

court by the oath of Christian Miller in
order to be registered.

Test David Earnest CCC

Note : This is the only evidence that has been found, as yet, of the presence of
Christian Mller in Ashe County. He was probably deceased between the date
(1809) that he appeared in open court to give his oath and the 1850 Census,
In this Census, his wife, Judith (Judy) Bear ^ller, was living near their
son, Washington Miller, in a house with her daughter, Easter,





Courthouse, Ashe County, North Carolina
Register of Deeds, Deed Book, page h3S

Washington Miller Deed from R, Murchison, William P. Waugh - 176 acres

This indenture made this the fifteenth day of December in the year of our
Lord, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two (15 December 1852) between Roderick
Murchison and John Waugh, Executors of Wm. P. Waugh, deceased, of the one part and
Washington Miller of the other part. Witnesseth that the said party of the first
part, for and in consideration of the sum of five hundred and ten dollars to them
in hand paid and by these presents do ... sell and convey unto the said
Washington Miller and his heirs and assigns forever, all that tract, piece, or

parcel of land (originally including several smaller parcels) situated ..o in the

County of Ashe, in the State of North Carolina on or near the Blue Ridge, and partly
on the waters of Bear Creek, a tributory of the South Fork of New Rivero.. In
witness whereof we the said party of the first part have hereunto set our hands and

affixed our seals the day and year first above written. Signed, sealed, delivered
in the presence of /^^^^Q"^

R. Murchison (^eB± j^-~^^y^)^

Test J. P. Waugh Jn. Waugh Exec\roor'(^eal y
N. H. Wau^

State of North Carolina I, W. H. Gentry, Clerk of the Superior Court, do
Ashe County hereby certify that the execution of the annexed deed

was this day proven before me by the oath and
examination of James P. Waugh,, « therefore let the same with this certificate be

registered. Witness my hand official seal, this 10th day of July, A. D. 1879.

W, H. Gentry, Clerk, Superior Court
Registered October 30, 1879 Joseph Hudler, Register of Deeds

Jordan Sheets Deed from Washington Miller - 167 acres Deed Book, page U39

This indenture made and concluded this the 31st day of Januar:>' in the year
of oxiT Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty (i860) between Washington Miller
of the one part and Jordan Sheets of the other part, each of the County of Ashe
and State of North Carolina. Witnesseth that he the said Washington Mller for
and in consideration of the sxm of four hundred dollars to him in hand paid,.» the
said Washington Miller hath hereunto granted

,
sold, conveyed, and confirmed unto

him the said Jordan Sheets, his heirs and assigns forever one certain tract or

parcel of land containing one hvindred and sixty-seven acres the same being more or
less in the County and State aforesaid and on the waters of Bear Creek and Roan
Creek,,, In testimony whereof I, the said Washington Miller hath set nry hand and
affixed my seal the day and date above witten and mentioned. Signed, sealed, and
delivered in the presence of

Washington Miller
Test Harrison B, Miller

Jasper Miller

State of North Carolina I, W. H. Gentry, Clerk of the Superior Court do hereby
Ashe County certify that the execution of the annexed deed was

this day proven before me by the oath and examination
of Harrison B, Miller,,, therefore let the same with this certificate be registered.
Witness my hand and official seal this 10th day of July A. D. 1879.

Registered October 31, 1879 W. H, Gentry, CleHc Superior Court
Joseph Hudler, Register of Deeds





U. S. CENSUS, ASHE COUNTT, NORTH CAROLINA

1800 Second Census

Floyd, Moses, James, William, and Thomas Hubbard but not Randall Hubbard.
Thomas Hubbard, Sr. also listed

Katty Miller (widow of Cannichael known as "Old Mike** ?7) Three children
at heme and herself aged UO-^O,

1810 Third Census (Initial only of first names of heads of families used)

P Hubbard Q. and P. Sizemore also listed

R Hubbard (Randall?

)

C Miller (Catty) ??

1820 Fourth Ceasus

Randall Hubbard (two males under 16; himself under h^)
two females under 10; wife under h$)

Caty Miller (h males ; $ females and herself at home)
Henry Miller lived nearby and Catherine Miller lired two

doors from Henry, Any relation to Caty?

1830 Fifth Census

Caty Miller (1 male age 15-20; 1 female age 10-1$; 1 female, age (herself)
and also three slaves)

13UQ Sixth Census

Easter Miller 1 female 20-30

Washington Miller 1 male 20-30 (himself); 1 female, 20-30 ( Aley); two
females under $.

1850 Seventh Census

House # U69
Washington Miller age 33 Farmer
Aley 35
Lucy (Louisa) 12
Esther (Easter) 10
Eveline 8

Harrison 6
Marion (Jasper) h
Mary A (Ann) 2

Adeline 6/12 (6 mos.)

House # U77

Judy (Judith) Miller
Easter Miller U2
Mary Miller 3
Felix Miller 2
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18$Q Seventh Census (cont. )

House # U90

Sheets, Catherine Age ^
Polly 21

Jordan 18

Abraham 18
Elizabeth 13

House 896

Polly Cook
Emily
Elizabeth
Edy
John
Harrison
Jesse

36
lU
12

10
8

h
1

i860 Eighth Census (Jefferson, N.C.)

Age UO
(Easter, eldest daughter, married in 1857)

House 2$h
Washington Miller
Alah (Aley)
Eveline
Harrison
Jasper
Mary Ann
Alva
Adeline
Josephine
John Burks

t

Age UO
k6
18
17
15
13
11

9

5
25 (Laborer)

1870 Ninth Census (Piney Creek Township - Helton)

House 115
Harrison Miller
Jane (Phoebe)
Elzina
William Kilby
Mary

House 82

John Cook
Eveline
Mary (Leona)
Robey
Mary (mother)

House 62
Aley Miller
Jasper
Caroline
Alva

Josephine

26

23
1

23
20

Farmer
House llii

Jason Weaver
Matilda
Elizabeth
MatildaFarm worker

Keeping house Wiley
Robert

age 1x6

hi
17
lU
7

h

27
28

U
2

57

58
23
18
16
11*

House (?)
Edith Taylor
Cicero

32
9
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1880 Tenth Census (Helton Township)

House 12

John B. Reaves (Reeres) 27
Alrah 27
George 7
Horton $
Arthur 3
Wiley 1

House 15U-

John Cook
Eveline
Mary L, (Leona)

Wniiara R. (Robey)
Candas
Edie (Ed«)

«to8eph R.
Mary M. (mother)

Houxa 161

H. B. Miller
Edith
Elxina
Colunbua
Jason P.
Dora M,

John L, (Luther)

38
39
13
12

9
7
8

66

37
39
11
9

7

U
1

House 162 (Listed because of his unusual
name)

Frost Snow
Sarah
Jar^s
Francis
Milley Ann

6$
U5
17
16
10

House I6U House 163

Elihn Miller
Josephine
Eanory J

Aley (mother-in-law)

29
23

k
66

Solomon Perry
Bitha
Jane
Emanuel H
Gentry
MLlly E
Lavenia
Abbigal
Nancy
Jefferson D,

(grandson)

75 (Grist Mill
31 Worker)
U6
13
11

9
7

2

18





March 11, 1971

/ear

Your letier was aiven tc me zhe Fennvs'.'lvania 3er?^an :DOCietv. However,

I checker: in octh the 179C and zhe ISIG Census and could find no Car~^ichael

'•'iller. I also checked in Scrnssourcer Hinke and cculd find no Z5r~.ichael

Miller cc?ninc co che cere of encr in ? hiladelccia becween 1727 and IBCc.

1- 3r ver".' sorr^.' that I cannot do anvthir.c to helc vou.

t in /~ ^ v-c

Ira Z. j-ancis

IDL/ial

Clbe iLancaster i^lennonite Qloutercnce Sistoriral Society

2215 MILw 3~='EAM R3A3, LASCAS-E= PENNSYLVANIA 176 I 2 - =HONE 717-333-3745





THE HUBBARD, BEAR (RARE, BARR), AMD MILLER FAMTLTES
IN ASHE COimTY, N. C.

Listed below is an exact copy of the Hubbard, Bear, and Miller families
(including Harrison Baker, a close neighbor) with house numbers, all living near
each other, as given in the IT. S. Census of 1850 (Ashe County):

House Li68 Harrison Baker, age 3U. Wife, Riley, age 26;
(for whom Harrison Baker Miller was named)

House li69 Washington Miller, age 33. Wife, Alac e (Aley), age 35;
House Ii70 Jacob Bare, age 66, Wife, Elizabeth, age 63;
House U71 Absalom Bare, age 26. Wife, Ann, age 20;

House IxlS David Bare, age liO; wife, Alejr, age 36;

House Li77 Judy (Judith) Bare Miller, age 60 (Her husband. Christian, not listed).
Easter Miller, age h2. (two children also listed: ^ary, age 3, Felix, 2)

House hlQ Jessy Miller, ap^e hO. Wife, Jamima, age hO;

House h79 Pheby Miller, age 69 (born 1781);
House h80 Joseph Miller, age 30, Wife, Elizabeth, are 2U;
House [i86 Stephen Miller, age h2. Wife, Elizabeth, age 36.

Ann Hubbard, sister of Aley Hubbard, married Absalom Bare (according to
information from George W. Miller and other relatives) and lived to the age of IC^.
In the U. S. Cens\is (above), she and Absalom are living next to Jacob Bare, his
grandfather C). As Judith Bare Miller, our great-great grandmother, age 60, is
in the sap.e are level as Jacob, we can assume that they were brother and sister.
Who was Pheby Miller, age 69, born in 1781? The Millers as listed nay or may not
have been related to our Carmichael, Christian, and V/ashington. On the Vannoy
list, Washington's brothers were listed as Jack, Christian, and John.

The Vannoy outline stated that Randall Hubbard came from England and settled
in Russell Count^^, Virginia , in IBIO. The 1810, 1820, and 1830 Censuses were
checked for Russell County with no success. There is an R, Hubbard in the 1810
Census of Ashe County, his and his wife's ages given as 26 and a daughter of 10
years. (For an unexplainable reason, all heads of families in the 1810 Census
were listed only by the initial of their first names). Randall Hubbard is found
in Ashe County in 1820. He and his wife are listed as being years of age
with two sons and two daughters under 10 years. He was not found in subsequent
Censuses of Ashe County, probably deceased before I83O0

George Miller and Aunt Adeline Vannoy both stated brothers and sisters of
Aley Hubbard were living in Russell County, Virginia.

Comrents and opinions are invited.

Appalachian Room

Appalachian State HmmVi lifirarV





ALET HUBBARD MILLER

1813 - 1908

Great Grandmother Aley Hubbard Miller, wife of George Washington Miller, was
a most useful woman in her community for her generation. She was beloved by her family,
relatives, neighbors, and friends. She was called Mother by her family and "Mub"
by her relatives and neighbors. She was a good wife and mother amd she was also a

woman of character, determination and of s strong constitution. Her mind was as

keen and alert in old age as when she was young and her memory seldom failed her.

Several of her grandchildren and great grandchildren have inherited her fantastic
Hemory. Until the day she died at the age of 9^, she was independently able to care
for herself with assistance from no one.

Aley was well known in the coiranunity as an herb doctor, treating people for
miles around with her mdicines and poultices. She would send the boys out into
the fields and woods of the surrounding countryside to collect the herbs she needed
for various ailaents. She enjoyed exsellent health all of her life which spoke well
for her proficiency in and knowledge of the old time herbal remedies. When her
grandson, Jasper ("Jack"), was born with both tiny fists tightly clinched, she made
poultices of Opeydilldock (poke root) to apply to them and gradually loosened them
so that he had complete use of his hands.

In addition to her reputation as an herb doctor, she was well-known as a mid-
wife, having delivered many, many babies in her life time. The last time that George,

I

her grandson, who was 20 years old at the time, coiald remember when she delivered

I

one, she was 91 years of age. He recalled that every once in a while she would not

j

be home for breakfast having quietly left the house the night before to deliver a

j

baby and would not be home for one or two days. She was often called to sit with
and to help care for the sick in the community.

She was also a very good seamstress being able to sew well-cut clothing for

j

men. She also made all of the clothing for her several daughters and two son*.
Quilting "bees" were common in her day and it is certain that she attended many
a one, being good company herself and enjoying that of otherSe Who of her
descendants would not love to see a seam which she sewed with her own hands?

j
One of her "secrets" of good health was to lie down for half an hour or so

j
every day whether or not she slept believing that it was the best of all medicines

I
for anyone. The only time that anyone could remember her being more than slightly

]
ill, they had summoned a doctor who happened to be in the community at the time,

1 Being a bit aggravated because they had called him. she refused to talk to him,
! He said to her, "You must be one of those silent Methodists.** She lost her temper
i and said to him, "X am a hard-shell Baptist and a Democrat, ** The Doctor threw back
his head and lauded which broke the ice.

Grandpa often said that when they were small children at home, Aley would
speak nothing but Dutch to them. They learned much of the language from her. Only in
later years did she speak English to them. Grandpa taught his grandchildren to
count in Dutch which sounded something like this: Onery, Zuzery, Zockery, Zervery,
Hollobone, Crackabone, Winbar, Waxstone, Taller-in-Ten, Many of Aley and Washington's
descendants claim Pennsylvania Dutch as their heritage and they were probably right,
Carmichael and his son. Christian may have spoken mixed German and English and

i Washington, too, may have used it more or less. (Vfysterj of the Cherokee Indian
Chief on another page).
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George Washington Miller and Aley Hubbard were married on August 12, 1837,
and had 28 years of happiness and hard work together before his tragic death in
1865. He was kl years of age at the time of his death. Both he and Aley were
ineafijers of Horse Creek Primitive Baptist Church, We are told that he was generous
to and considerate of his family and of his friends and neighbors. He is buried
in Ashe County, North Carolina, probably on his farm as his grave has not yet
been located. We feel that he may be buried near or with his father, ChPistian.
The exact location of the farm has not been deterained but it is knc»m definitely
that it was close to the Qlendale Springs postoffice and near the Bear Creek
Primitive Baptisjt church whiah are very close together, and about 1$ miles from
the town of Jefferson. The beautiful, scenic highway known as the Blue Ridge
Memorial Parkway is only a few yaz^s from the church and no doubt runs through
the farm. A search of the land records in the Jefferson Courthouse has failed
to turn up any deeds concerning the farm. No wills have yet been found but we
have reason to believe that Christian may have inherited the farm from Carmichael
and Washington may have, in turn, inherited it from his fatiier. Further research
on deeds and wills may prove successful in the future.

Washington died very suddenly on May 3, 186$ at the hands of bushwhackers*
who passed through their farm. While Grandpa was away in the Civil War, he had
left his young mare at home. On the day the "raiders'* came, the mare was tied to
the front fence. They took all they wanted from the house and garden including
the mare. After they had passed on, Washington decided to take two of his older
horses and follow to try to swap them for the young mare. When he did not return
in a reasonable time, Aley and her daughter, Eveline, went in search of him and
found hire lying dead with a gunshot wound in his back. The raiders had also taken
the two old horses which he had with him. It was a bitter blow to the family. Aley,
being the strong person that she was, picked up the pieces and carried bravely on
with the help of her children. Life in the mountains of North Carolina during the
war was nothing but drudgery. The country was depressed. There was no money and
while the men and boys were in the war, the women had to work from morning to ni^t
to keep up their farms to have something to eat. Grandpa had been released from
Federal prison on an exchange basis in February 1865 and may have arrived hone very
soon after his father's death to be of help to his mother on the farm*

After Washington's death, Aley continued to li« at the home place. She was
there at the time of the 1870 Census of Ashe County. Jasper and his wife, Caroline,
were with her and two of her daughters, Alvah and Josephine, were still with her.
In the 1880 Census, Josephine and her husband together with their small son, Emory,
were living on the farm with her, Alvah had married John Reeves in the late 1870' a.
They and their four sons were then living in their own home.

Grandpa left North Carolina with his small family in 1893 to become assistant
pastor of St, Clairs Bottom Church near Chilhcwie, Virginia, and almost all of
his family, mother and sisters and their husbands, moved to Virginia also sooner
or later. They bought homes and settled in the Chilhowie area near the church,
Easter and her husband, Jordan Sheets, had already left North Carolina, and were
living near Volney in Grayson County. Adeline had moved to Iowa with her husband,
Anderson Vannoy; and it is probable that Jbsper and Caroline moved to Iowa a short
time later, Josephine and Elihu bought a farm at Kelly's Chap«l near Chilhowie and
Aley lived there with them until the death of Josephine in 1905 of typhoid fever,
(Elihu had died three years previo\isly ), After the death of Josephine the farm
was sold and she lived with her son, Harrison, and part of the time with her
daughters, Alvah Reeves and Eveline Cook, Aley is buried on the farm with Josephine
and Elihu at Kelly's Chapel,
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Elihu, Joset»hine'8 husband, was a member of the Mountain Union Church.

Josephine and her mother, Aley, were both members of St. Glairs Bottom Church,

having transferred their memberships by letter from Horse Creek Church in

1901 fAley) and 1902 (Josenhine).

Our cousin, Ada Davis, who was 8 years old at the time, renembers the day
that Great grandmother Aley passed away, Ada's parents. Gentry and Elzina Perry,
lived only a short distance from Grandpa's house. On Sunday, August 2, 1908,
Ada, her mother, and several other relatives were visiting there, Aley had taken
water to her room, bathed herself, and put on clean clothing. When she came out,

she said to everyone, "I am the cleanest and prettiest woman here." She was very
happy all of the morning, Ada and her mother had gone to their home to fix dinner
for Uncle Gentry and the boys, Albert and Alonzo. Before they were ready to return
to Grandpa's house, they were being called to come quickly as Mub had passed away.

She had eaten a good dinner, gone out on the front porch, sat down in a rocker,

put her feet upon another chair, and had quietly gone to sleep.

SuJieJ-if Qjoodne^/i and laejicx^ AruadJ. f.oLLouj me.

ike. (WLi^ "^y- -^^^f ^ Aix-aJJ. dweJJ. in
ike liou^e ol ike Lo/ul jjJA eveji* p^cdjru 2j:6

Aley, black scarf on her head,
i

^

second from left

liihwhackers who nvuabered orer 1$,000 deserters and draft evaders hiding in the

i^itains of Ashe, Alleghany, Wilkfis and other counties of North Carolina. As they

«eased in nuabers, their food supply gare out and they resorted to robbery, day

cfnight. "nieir strength was such that the Home Ouard (old nen and young boys)

«!d not subdue the». They made living rery difficult for fanners and erery one

itng the war years.





The chest and tall square clock belonp;ed to my great grand-
mother. I can't da be the chest, but it is put together '^Tith vfoodon

nails, and strijcturall;;" quite primitive overall. Mote the crude
painting of hearts. I v/onder if the green leaves coning out of
them symbolize corn stalks? The clock is circa 1838.

Then belonging to Grandmother Josephine Lliller is the kitchen
oak gingerbread clock, circa 1900, the kerosene lamp '.Thich has
purpled, and the toothpick holder of a squirrel lying on his back
holding up a nut in the daisy and button pattern.

ri3'::org of 'Tj -iroMt {-r : /ic:moUie:? ' iil'-r' s cicclr

I : uonvific tic;' b* t1;o I8«;0' s, there "w^.'S a real boom
i/,! oiocaiu-jiinf,, ;-/iC the cioccs? "ere seiJ t ovv.r the

eountrv. Clocics v.ere used for bart^^r in viace of v^oney.

Kvea hcui.cs ivere "ur/oijit i.-Bo sold i'ur ;r
,
a;/ cloCiC n-'Oirar^entse

But tl:e inovi table ;;ftcm:it.'. occurrp-'j anc^ tine .ores:;.ion
Cf 1837 broi-ip'it ci ce^o^arCi'n^, to corAplG fc© nt.-.-au&txlx , i th

it Cone t'O end of t-;e oodon ciocti nove^r.-ciit.

i'he folic.'ing year , :-cbl9 Jerc.ne , brother of Ci-ia-jineey

Jr-rorae, used roliec brass strips to (jrocvce a thirty-hour
ueight-driven '-'oveynrnt Isi .'

t, OS ens© that soi d at iiov lav

orlce ar.r! Gt--rfce(3 the clocs business boc:ning- a£:,ain i8;68.

i or veriflc..'. tioii of ^'.y clocr:, set- ;;l3tes ;i60 'i^i^'- iiSl

i/H :drco::s Pai^ner' s ""The Boc;-;. of -•.nM-ricr-ri Cioclca*".

Josephine /liilrr -icott





LEGEND OF THE CHEROKEE INDIAN CHIEF

(Edward ? "Ned" Sizemore)

This Indian mystery has been persistant and puzzling for several years,

I

Working on the old theory that two plus two may or may not equal foxor, wo
list the following facts for yo\ir consideration:

1) Aley, our great grandmother, who may have been one-fourth Indian, probably
inherited her knowledge of herbs and plants. The American Indians had secrets of
rugged health which enabled then to endure the rough, cold winters, especially in
the mountains. They used natural plants, herbs, drugs, to treat diseases from

j
frostbite to arrow wounds and also to flavor their meats and other foods. We also
know that the early colonists learned about herbal remedies and plant foods from
the Indians; where to find and how to identify themj and, for what they were used and
how they were prepared,

2) Those of you who have a copy of the family outline (also included in this
history) compiled from memory by Great Aunt Adeline Miller Vannoy and transmitted
to us through her son, Harley Vannoy, will note that the space for the maiden name
of Polly, wife of Randall Hubbard, was left blank. She either did not remember or

I

did not know it. The U, S, 1820 Census proved that Randall Hubbard and his wife

j

were in Ashe County at that time. There were also citizens in the county by the
name of Sizemore in the 1800 Census,

' 3) Cousin Gaither E. Pickel knew of the Indian legend. He was certain that
I somewhere, somehow, the Cherokee Chief had come into the family line. Plans were

I

made to talk to him about the Indian but they were superseded by a Higher one,

j
He entered into the Greater Glory on Noveiriber 3, 1971,

h) Cousin Callie (wife of Gaither) felt that it was undoubtedly true about
I our Indian heritage as most of the men in the family had the dark, heavy hair,
i| high cheek bones, and the large build typical of the Indian physique,

5) Cousin Lola Lewis Dutton said that Ned Sizemore, the Indian, was no
I inyth. She wrote, "I learned two years ago that he was in the Miller line but did

I not know how, I do know that he was related to me on my father's side of the
'; family as his mother, Mary Caldwell, one-fourth Indian, was a direct descendant
of Ned Sizemore. On my return from Virginia, I went to see a cousin who knew
about him. She said that when she was a young girl, the word was made public in
the vicinity of Jefferson that whoever proved that he was a descendant of the
Chief would inherit his wealth. She said that everyone in the neighborhood put
in a claim except the Davis family. They either could not claim kin or did not
want to. She did not know if the inheritance was ever settled,"

j 6) Shortly before his death on July Ih, 197U, our cousin, George Miller wrote
'i to us through his granddaughter, Joyce Miller Muzzall, that Ned Sizemore was a

full-blooded Cherokee Chief and that he vaguely remembered him as being the father
of Polly Hubbard, mother of Aley, He felt certain that he (George) was l/l6th

1 Indian - Polly being 1/2, Aley l/U, and his mother, Josephine, being l/8th. He
also remembered that Polly's mother was Irish, having come over from Ireland before
1795, George's wonderful memory spanned 6$ years - what he learned from his
mother and grandmother during his boyhood years.
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7) Mrs. Eleanor B. Reeves, West Jefferson, ^. C, agreed that "Ned" Sizemore
was a real person and she also agreed with George that it could have been time that
the Indian came into the line through Polly and that it could bear further research.

We, the present generation, may assume that the blood flowing in our veins is
l/32nd of the noble Cherokee Indian tribe.

Indian Religion

Indians believe that the church is the whole world. In all Good Books
it says, *The Lord created Heaven and earth," We worshio any time, any place -

not in a building once a week. There is never a collection plate. Worship is
free,

I hope that this will help people to understand the faith of the American
Indian,

Jimrny Little Turtle
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania





GRANDPA

18U3 - 1935

Six months after returning home to Jefferson from the war, Grandpa, at the
age of 22, married his gentle little sweetheart, Phoebe Jane, on September 7, 1865.
In the 1870 Census of Ashe County, they were living next door to her father, Jason
Weaver, with their little daughter, Elzina, age one. They had previously had one

child who died in infancy. There was a young couple, William and Mary Kilby,
living with them. Their son, kncwn as "Little Wash" (called Columbus in the Census)
died at the age of Ih years, Phoebe Jane died in 1873 or thereabouts shortly after
the birth of their son, Jason Pettierew.

After her death. Grandpa had three young children at home to be cared for
and, apparently, he was hard put taking care of them by himself. His oldest
daughter, Elzina, was a little torn-boy with a zeal for climbing rail fences and

trying to walk along the top of them. A story is told that one day she was seen
on the top of a fence by some boys passing by and thej' spread the news that they
had seen a ghost at the Miller place.

On October Ii, 187U, Grandpa married Edith Cook Taylor, a widow with one son,
Cicero, She was the daughter of Elder David Cook, a Primitive Baptist minister.
She was a loving mother to his three young children and they cared for her as if
she were their own mother. She and Grandpa had two children of their own, Dora

and John Luther,

Grandpa was 25 years of age when he joined the church and was 35 when he was
ordained for ministry. He was pastor of the Horse Creek Church for 15 years. When
the old church was torn down. Grandpa helped to bxiild the new one. One of his
carvings, "Horse Creek Primitive Baptist Church Constituted August 31, I8UO" can
still be seen at the front of the church. Other of his carvings may be seen on
the Dulpit inside of the church. When he was 50 years old (1893) he was invited
to preach at St. Clairs Bottom Church in Virginia and, later, in the same year was
made assistant pastor. About this time, he moved his family to the Chilhowie area.
Two years later, on March 2, 1895, Grandpa and his wife, Edith, and Dora, their
daughter, joined St. Clair s Bottom Church by letter. His sister, Alvah Reeves,
also joined at the same time. His sister, Evaline, her husband, John Cook, together
with their children, Leona, Roby, Candace, and Eda joined by letter on July 13,
1895. His mother, Aley, and sister, Josephine joined by letter in 1901. His son,
John Luther, joined by experience in February 1900, His daughter, Elzina, and her
husband. Gentry Perry, joined by letter in September 1902.

After his transferral to Virginia , the churches in Ashe County which he had
formerly served often requested his ministerial aid from St. Clairs Bottom Church*
At one time when he was finding it difficvilt to serve his own church and those in
Ashe County, he asked St. Clairs Bottom to release him. He was persuaded to
remain and on November 7, I896, it was moved and seconded that he stand as equal
pastor with Elder Robert D. Martin.

An old daguerreotype, popular during the Civil War era, portrays him as a young
soldier in his grey Confederate uniform. At that time, he was a handsome young man
between the age of 18 and 22 years with heavy, dark hair, clear eyes, and a very
serious face. His right hand is resting over a large book on a table, probably the
Bible. His appearance in old age, was impressive, his white hair still heavy, a

short beard on his chin, and with an erect bearing.



1
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A few years ago, on seeing a large painting of General Robert E. Lee on his
horse in Battle Abbey, Richmond, Virginia, something about his face struck a

familiar note - it was Grandpa himself gazing down from the nainting,

Ashe County, a very moiintainous region of North Carolina, was sparsely settled
in the l8U0's. There were very few grade schools scattered in the area. Grandpa's
education was, of necessity, quite limited but he was well-read on many subjects,
especially scientific. When we were small, we can remember his explaining to us
the meaning of light years, why February has 29 days every fourth year, why the
leaves turned to red and gold in the fall of the year, etc.

Several have spoken of the excellent articles and sketches he had written
but none were available having been lost or misplaced. They were said to be
knowledgeable and well -written. He had very good handwriting, clear and legible.

There was music in his soul which often burst forth in song when he was
riding horseback on hunting trips, going to meetings, and visiting his kin. He
had an unusually fine, mellow voice for speaking and singing. It carried well
when he preached and sang in church. He would often sing alone for the children
or with the family and friends around the hearth on winter evenings. It is certain
that as a musician in his army unit, he joined the soldiers singing Civil War
songs and ch\irch hymns while on the march or around camp fires in the evenings.

He had two interesting hobbies during his life time at which he enjoyed working
and which occupied his spare time when he was not busy with church duties - that of
making good, useful furniture for his family and relatives. He made many fine pieces
such as tables, washstands, and cupboards. Many of the pieces were beautifully
carved and polished and the cupboards were outfitted with small panes of glass.
They can still be seen in the homes of his descendants passed down as treasured
heirlooms. He also repaired and serviced old clocks for relatives, friends, and
church members. The tools he used for this work are still intact in the possession
of a grandson.

Grandpa's sight and hearing remained sharp to the end. He was as mentally alert
in his old age as in his youth. His face had softened in old age and at 8? years,
he could still walk quite erect although he sometimes relied upon a cane to some
extent. He could quote scripture chapter by chapter from memory and often comforted
the sick and dying by his presence and prayers.

After the death of his wife, Edith, in April 1921, Grandpa lived with his
children staying in turns with each one but mostly with his two daughters, Dora
and Elzina. He was still active in the church as pastor and moderator until 1930
at which time he was 87 years of age. On Jiine 12, 1926, he assisted with the ordi-
nation of Elder Hugh M. Blevins, husband of his granddaughter, Lelia Perry Blevins.
Oh July 12, 1930, he was appointed messenger to an association which is the last
entry for him in the church minutes. He was forced to retire shortly afterwards
by illness. He was bedridden for about two years at the home of his daughter, Dora,
Their home was always open to friends, relatives, neighbors, church members, and
local or visiting ministers. He was always glad to see and talk to all of them.
He served Horse Creek Church from 1878 to 1893 and from 1893 to 1930, he was with
St. Clairs Bottom Church - a total of 52 years in the service of his pilaster,
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LEGEND OF HORSE CREEK

At the time of the early settlement of the roountainous area near the
North Carolina - Virginia state line, in the section where the present Ashe
County, N, C. and Grayson County, 7a, meet, a young girl whose first name
was Peggy, was riding a horse and a young colt was following.

The roads were little more than trails or paths and, of course, no
bridges had been built across small streams.

It was never established Just where Peggy's destination was sTipposed to

have been but it was reasonable to suppose that she expected to visit friends
or relatives not too far away.

We like to think that it was a bright spring morning and that all the world
was well and happy. We do know that the horse, a spirited young mare, with a

lively colt following, seemed to realize that it was no burden for her to
transport or carry a vivacious young lass over the hills and down the valley. It
was spring timei

There was a sudden leap across a small stream and off fell Peggy, just barely
missing the water.

By the time Peggy gained control of herself, she realized that the horse was
going on in the direction she had first reined her and the young colt was following
in a small gallop in order to stay with the older animal

o

It was sometime later, but eventually friends of Peggy learned that she had
been thrown from the horse while attempting to cross the little branch. They
suggested that the branch should be known as Peggy's Branch .

When a search was made for the runaway horse and colt, the saddle was found
lying in another little rivulet of water. They said, "We shall designate this
Saddle Creek.*

In due time, they went on in the same direction and upon reaching the
bank near another stream, and finding the horse's bridle hanging on a small piece
of brush, they shouted, "Bridle Greek .**

At this time the mare and colt seemed to have altered their coiirse and had
galloped off into the raotmtaineous region that was practically \incultivated and
very sparsely settled.

Several days later the mare was found grazing along the green banks of a

larger stream of water and soon the colt was found at a nearby stream. Ilius,

Big Horse Creek and Little Horse Creek were so named.

— Eleanor Baker Reeves
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ELDER HARRISON BAKER MILLER

Harrison Baker Miller was bom in Ashe County, North Carolina, on March 2,

18U3, and died on February 8, 193$. He was married first to Phoebe Jane Weaver

on September 7, 1865. She died about 1873 and is buried in Ashe County, N. C«

Their children (all bom in Ashe County): (One child died in infancy)

Elzina Senatta , bora February 5, 1869; died December 2$, 19U0; married to

James Gentry Perry on February 5, 1886,

Children: Albert married Fannie Shupe
Alonzo •* Nannie Blevins
Nelia " Roscoe Price
Lelia Elder Hugh Blevins
Minerva " 1st, Allen Farris; 2nd, Heorge Kinser
Ada Emogene married 1st, Booker Walton; 2nd, Leonard Davis
Howard L. " 1st, Betty Leftwich; 2nd, Carolyn Cooke
Olivene died at age 9 months
Minnie Eldora married 1st, Emory Greer; 2nd, Charles Matthews
L©e died at age of two years.

ColuMbus , born in 1871, died about 1885 (age Ih years),

Jason Pettigrew , born September 5, 18735 died on April 1, 19hh; married to
Alice Washington Crabtree, October 31, 1900; she died December 6, 19$h»

Children: Vergie Elizabeth (deceased)
Bertie May
Arab Harriet married Howard Delmar Fritz
Joseph Shelby " Blanche Roberts

Harrison B. Miller married 2nd, Edith Cook Ta^/lor, October h, 187U; she was
born Jxine 3, 18U0, and died on April 1, 1921,

Their children:

Dora I^lissa , born November 9, 1875; died October 28, 1950; married first to
Claborn Pickel, December 1897.

Children: Gaither E. ftiarried Callie Sheets; he died November 3, 1971
Vance * Hazel Hash

She married second, James A. Bartley in May 1922.

John Luther , bom October 29, 1878, died on January 28, 1956; married first,
Etta Bolt; no children,

married second, Sarah Elizabeth Crabtree; she died March h, 1950,

Children: Paul Baker married Lucille Rhea
Ira Newton Lois Franklin
India Virginia married Charles M. Q\iillen

Susie Wilson •* Mosby L. Hodges
Georgia Lucille " Edward Mountain





Elder Harrison B. and Edith Cook Mill
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Alter the death of ]ii? fir.-.t vvife in

1S75 he rjiarried Mrs. Eva Cook
Taylor. Their childrer,, :\irs. J. A.
I.ari'ey aiui J. L'J.lher ?,! iller, also

survive.

Mr. Miiler was licevised to r)rcav-h

in 1S77, ue;i-ir,rdn,:-v hi:- ii.iiaistry in

his naiive 6ir:te. i-Ie caiTio to tlie

St. Cl.'dr's IhDtrom clvaich i:S "tCi'rs

lago and v;a.s active thine uati! the

^pa.=.t four years when ili.-iess caused

'his retireh^eat.

; Durinj^ his niiiiislry, accoriliii^ tcs

(an auiiib'ocvrapliy which he h.it, ho.

adiriniiJterod baptisinrd services ir;

i38 Ftreariis of water, and ofj'i.-iated

'lit 103 v.-edd.:iiy;s.

Besides hi.s childj-en, he is surviv-

ed hy 18 f;raiidchildren, 42 preat-

grandchi'dro!! and l.") jfreat-great-.

i_Ti^ndciiii([i til.

•H- Reverend in the .qhove obituary shoulc have been written
as ELDER, the title by which ordained ministers in the

Primitive Baptist Church are known and addressed.

Peace J Leave wLiJx 'jou, m . peace J y^'^^ uixio joa:

not iJxe wo/iLd gU.veJji, y-^^e. 0 uruto 'jou. Lei noi
no'jji kecjuii be iioubieA, neLtfiea Lei Li oe at/iaiA,





OBITUARIES

Elder Harrison Baker Miller - obituary on page

Eleina Senatta ^erry was bom on February 5> 1869, in Ashe County, N.C.,

and died on Deceirtaer 25, 19U0, at her home near Chilhowie, Virginia, She was the
eldest daughter of the late Harrison B, Miller and Phoebe Jane Weaver. Surviving
are her husband, James Gentry Perry, and four daughters, Mrs. Nelia Perry Price,

Mrs. Ada E. Walton, Mrs, Minerva Kinser, Mrs. Minnie E. Greer; and two sons,
Alonzo Perry of Chilhowie, Va., and Howard L. Perry of Linwood, Pennsylvania,

Preceding her in death were two daughters, Mrs. Lelia Blevins and Olivene
Perry; and two sons, Albert Perry of Meadow View, Virginia, and Lee Perry of

Lansing, NorUi Carolina,

She joined the Horse Creek Primitive Baptist Church in Ashe County, N. C«

on December 29, 1883. She was a member of the St. Clairs Bottom Church for more
than 50 years and is buried in the church cemetery with her husband.

Written by her daughter,
Minnie Perrjr Mathews

Dora Melissa Bartley was bom on November 9, 1875, in Ashe County, N. C,
and died on October 28, 1950. She was the daughter of the late Harrison B,

Miller and Edith Cook Taylor. She was first married to Claborn Pickel in
December 1897. They had two sons, Gaither E. and Vance. She then married
James A. Bartley in r^ay 1922. She joined the Horse Creek Primitive Baptist
church in Ashe County, N. C, when she was about 17 years old. She was a

faithful member of the St. Gl^jirs Bottom Church and her home was always open to

all local and visiting ministers and to all the church members. Every one was
welcomed into her home during the Associations and June Meetings. Services were
held for her at the church by Elder Hugh M, Blevins and she was interred in the
church cemetery. It was agreed that because of her many services for many years,
her obituary should be permanently written in the Church Book. She was a good
mother and step-mother and was beloved by all who knew her. She was greatly
missed by both her family and the church members.

Written by her daughter-in-law,
Callie Sheets Pickel

p/ieacJxejcL in ike nuo-le uxy/tld, iixe^e /s'laLi oLdo ilvui, ihai
ini^ woman, ixiiih. done, be to-Ld f^oA. a memoriLcil. Ae^.

J-^o i'\aJJJxew 26:Zj
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:1 Aprii

:lii.;u? Liiliev, tu^'t^c! TO yi.nn, !

April i, \U4i., lie v.'s.-s the scm of [

;
the late Svaer H, B. ;;nd Piicliti Miiler. !

! He is ?urv;ved by his wi'lo?-, Mr?;. Alice

ICrabtroo Miil«^r, and three chiiaren,

also one br,)ther ond oni' sisier. Ho
profes$ed a hope in Christ in early life,

but Tiever joined any church. He was
a iirm believer in the doctrine of Eaiva-

Tiori by p:r;-i;'e and often, when at the

chsircn, v^ oiild take part in iiri;;irig the

c-v.oi oM t;')r;!vs and enjoytui the raeet-

ir?;s very !r,ucl!. He will i.e -rriisyed by

those v.'ho kiie^v him. Co;!t) ;i/at&d by

a i'rici;d, C. X. TiLSON.

Jason Pettigrew Miller was bom on September 5, 1873, and died at his home
south of Chilhowie, Virginia, on April 1, 19UU. He was the son of the late Elder
Harrison Baker Miller and Phoebe Jane A'eaver, He is survived by his wife, Alice
Crabtree Miller, and three children, Vergie Elizabeth, Arab Miller Fritz, and
Joseph S. Miller.

Funeral services were conducted at 2:30 PM Monday at the St, Clairs Bottom
Primitive Baptist Church in charge of Elders Chqrles N, Tilson, Hugh M, Blevins,
and Dancy, Interment was in the Mountain View cemetery. Services at the grave
were in charge of Masonic Lodge No» 1$0 of Chilhowie.

John Luther Miller was born on October 29, I876, in Ashe County, N, C,, and
died at his home near Chilhowie, Virginia, on January 28, 1956o He was married
first to Etta Bolt and secorxJ , to Elizabeth Crabtree, He is survived by three
dau^ters, India Miller Qtiillen of Gate City, Virginia, Susie W. Hodges, of Salem,
Virginia, Georgia L. Mountain of Glade Spring, Virginia; and two sons, Paul B,

Miller of Yucaipa , California, and Ira N. ^iHer of Chilhowie, Virginia. He is
also survived by 12 grandchildren. He was a member of St. Clairs Bottom Church
for $6 years. Interment was held at the Mountain View Church ceraetery.

Written by his daughter-in-law,
Lois Franklin Miller

Ja qcLLet/te^/) and -in conl-Lclence ^'l

O^alak 30: is
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NEW DEMOCRATIC OFFICERS — Thre« candidates, stan-

ding, loolt over the treasurer's report witli the new officers of the

Washington County Democratic Committee elected at a

reorganizational meeting Friday night at the courthouse in

Abingdon. Officers are. left to right seated, A. L. Mitchell,

treasurer; Mrs. Nancy Brown, vice chairman; Joe Miller,

chairman; and E. H. Beavers, secretary. Standing, left to right.

Andrew Miller of Abingdon, candidate for Virginia Attorney
General in the Nov. 4 general election; G.R.C. Stuart, of

Abingdon, center; and Ford Quillen. right, of Gate City, both

candidates in November for the Virginia House of Delegates
from the 63rd legislative district of Washington and Scott

counties and the city of Bristol.

cieeds Andrew Miller

be Miller Leads Washington

Demos

* Seated third from the left. (son of Jason P. Miller)





Capfoin Quillin honored

43 rd FTS nam
Captain Charles M. Quillin

Jr., has been named the

Instructor Pilot of the Month

for the 43rd Flying Squadron

(FTS).

A 27 year-old native of Gate

City, Va., Captain Quillin

attended Emory and Henry
College in Emory, Va. where

he received his degree in

chemistry. He underwent
undergraduate pilot training

at Laredo AFB, Tex. and has

been an instructor pilot at

Craig for two years. Since he

began his assignment here,

the captain has earned his

master's degree in education

from Livingston University.

Besides performing his

duties as instructor pilot.

Captain Quillin is the stan-

dardization-evaluation officer

and the military training

officer in his flight. He is also

the senior mobile controller

for the 43rd FTS.
In a It'llor (if appreciation to

Captain Quillin, Col. Thomas
H. Kirk Jr., wing command-
er, stated, "Your expertise

and dedication to the Air

Training Command mission

have made you a most

valuable asset to your

squadron and an indispens-

able member of your flight.

Your ability to work with the

slow learner is unsurpassed

as demonstrated by your

thorough, patient approach to

all student problems."

The colonel continued by
saying, "I have observed you

spending much extra time

upgrading your own skills

through self-study programs
and extra flights which adds

to your already outstanding

ability I lake great pleasure

in extending to you my
heartiest congratulations for

a job wel done."

Captain Quillin married the

former Heda Jones of Athens,

Tenn. They have two child-

ren, Christv and John.

•» John Gordon Quillin, a

1975 graduate of VPI, was
recently presented the
Thomas Ankle Clark
Award, given by the Alpha

. Tau Omega chapter of the

national fraternity, , for

outstanding scholastic ex-

cellence, character,
leadership and service to

. his chapter, college and fra-

• ternity. He is the son of Mr.
;° and Mrs. Charles M. QuilUn
' of Gate City.

Month

Sr^''
"

QUILLIN

Capt. Charles Mack Quil-

lin, jr. of Snowflakc, re-

ceived a Master of Ai'ts

Degree m continued educa-

tion at Livint;ston, Uni-
versity, Livmgton, Ala. in

the May 31 commencement.

Capt. Quillin, presently

staioned at the Craig Air

Force Base, Selma, Ala.,

is a gradaute of Gate City

ilig-h School and Emory and

Henry College, He is mar-
ried to the former Heda
Jones of Athens, Tenn. They
have one daughter Christy.

-5K}randsons of John Luther Miller; great grandsons of Harrison B. Miller





ADDITIONAL FAmU INFORMATION: (to be filled in by grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
or great-great grandchildren)

Descendant of:

name

:

Date of birth:

Married to: His or her date of birth:

Date of marriage:

Names of children:
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ADDITIONAL FAMILY INFORMATION: (to be filled in by grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
or great-great grandchildren)

Deecendant of:

name:

Date of birth:

Married to: His or her date of birth:

Date of marriage:

Names of children:





Very little is Known about Great Tncle .^asper '^iiler, brother of Harrison,
Adeline, Alvah, fcaster, Eveline, Joseohine, and Mary Ann.

He was a Confederate veteran having enlisted in the Civil ..ar on '^ay 1,

1862 at Jefferson, North Carolina, and was with Coripany A, 37th Regiment, N. C.

j

Infantry state troops. Uoon his release from the ari^y he married Caroline

I
Jones in Jefferson on February 3, 1^70. ("Jefferson Courthouse Reoords).

George Miller reme '.bered v^'c^itin.^ at '^ncle Jasoer's olace in M, C. about
September 1887. He remembered only George and Caroline then, The7,r were getting
ready to move to Towa and "-eorge's family were visitinz them before they left.

Jasper an- Connie visited /fosie and Elihu in Virginia about 1902. Jasper visited
his brother and sisters in Virginia in the late 1920 's and visited the graves of

j

his mother and sister on the Miller Karm at Kelly's Chanel. At that time, he
also paid a brief visit to his old home in Morth Carolina, ''non his return to

Virginia, he said to his niece, Elzina Perry, "I'll declare, Elzina, if I had to
do it all over again, I would never be bom in a place like that." CProbably
referring to Ho^se Creek, M. C.)

Uncle Jasper and his fairily moved to Iowa in the early 1890* s and had a large
:
farm near Hedrick. From information gleaned here and there among the relatives,

I

all of Aunt Josie's sons spent some time after their mother died working on ^'ncle

Jasper's farm before moving on to other locations. George '^iller worked for him
, on his farm from ^*arch to July 1906 at which time he mcr/ed to '-'ashinrton and had
had no connunication with them sincoo At that time, •''asper was about 60 years of
aee and was married to 'latilda Sanchez, a widow, who had tnree daughters and one

son all of whom were married and had their own homes in the area.

The children of l nole Tasper and Aunt Caroline were:

Belle
Adeline ( Addie) married Was - ip

Connie
George ( -illed about 1901 at St. Joseph, "lissouri in a train wreck;

he was a fireman on a freight train)

Willie (died very young about 1885)

< A snapsnot of the Van oy family taken at Will Copenhaver's home in Iowa about

I 192$ shows Uncle Jasper's daup:hter, Addie Wap>-''e, with the group, Bessie Cook
I Reeves reme-nbers Addie visiting at Aunt Alvah Reeves home years ago in Towa,

' Information received by relatives in Virginia stated that Pncle Tasoer died
I suddenly at his home of natural causes when he was about 85 years of aseo





ADDITIONAL FAMILY INFORMATION: (to be filled in by grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
or great-great grandchildren)

Descendant of:

}fy name:

Date of birth:

Married to:

Date of marriage:

Names of children:

His or her date of birth:





ADDITIONAL FAMILY INFORMATION: (to be filled in by grandchildren, great-grandchild
or great-great grandchildren)

DeBcendant of:

Ify name:

Date of birth:

Married tot His or her date of birth:

Date of inarirLage:

Names of children:





ADET,TNE MILLER VAN-IOY

Adeline Miller Vannoy was born December 23, lbU9, in Ashe County, North Carolina,

and died in 1937. She was ir.arried to Anderson ^itchell Vannoy on May 6, 1866.

According to information received from relatives, she died suddenly at the age of 88,

She and her husband are buried in the Brooks Cemetery' at Hedrick, Iowa.

Their children: (not all dates nor the names of husbands and wives of
grandchildren are now available)

Victoria Luellen Vannoy , born Mary 3, 1867; married 1st Sanuel D. Darden in

1882; 2nd, Sherman R. Knapt) in 1905.

Children: Lelia Grace Darden
John Mitchell Darden
George Edward "

Jesse Anderson "

Ezra VJajTie Knapp Ralph Russell Knapp ^adapted)
Mary Adeline •*

Robert Addison Vannoy , born November 8, 1868; married Luella Frances Smith
on October 29, 1896.

Children: Edgar Millard
Elvin Nelson
Helen Adeline
Mai-v Elsie
Esther

George Washington Vannoy (Jack), born March 7, 1871; married to Sarah ^»

Baldoser

.

Children: Edgar Earl
Glen Oliver

Ruda Hannibal Vannoy , born March 18, 1873; died February 27, 1891.

Harley Abraham Vannoy , born November 3, 1875; died May 6, 19U3; married
Maude L. Mitchell on November 29, 1899. No children„

Aley Cornelia Vannoy , born April 19, 1878; died June 1, 1897; married
Cecil Double. No children.

Chester Arthur Vannoy , born January 30, 1883; married Emma Margaret Held
on January 19, 1905.

Children: Dale Leonard
Evelvn Elizabeth
Charles Arthur

Oscar Martin Vannoy , born September 1, 1880, died -uly 7, 1899.
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Mary Eunice Vannoy , born February 18, 1885; died in 1967; married to

William J. Copenhaver on August lU, 1912,

Children: Wayne Lester
Wilma Victoria

William Porter Vannoy , born April 2 7, 1887; married Ruth Franklim on

August lU, 1913.

Children: Vernon Franklin
Robert Glynn

John Lester Cleveland Vannoy , bom November 23, 1890. No other information
available

.

This material is from the papers of Aunt Adeline's son, Harley, and was sent to

us through the kindness of her granddaughter, Wilaa V. Copenhaver of Melbourne,
Iowa, Wilma says her grandmother was a very sweet lady and lived for many years
with her parents when she was small. She and her grandmother had many a merry time
together,

A\int Adeline returned to Chilhowie, Virginia to viait her brother, Harrison, and
sisters, Evaline and Mary Ann in or about the year 191$. Our most vivid child-
hood recollection of her is that of her lovely expressive face and her presence
as a gracious, graceful lady - precious memories to carry through the years.

(At home of Will Cocenhaver

Melbourne, Iowa, June 20, 1926)
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LETTER

To: I. Curtis Eller, Blair, Nebraska
From: Harley A. Vamoy
Date: December 12, 19U2

Tour story of my grandfather, Abraham Wesley Vannoy's migration in April 1869
from Wilkes Coimty, North Carolina, to Wapello County, Iowa, was well presented
although not without discrepancies which are only natural after a lapse of nearly

7h years,

>fy mother, as stated in your narration, was one of the party being at that
time just over 19 years of age with two babies, Victoria and Bob, She and father
were married May 6, 1866, at Jefferson, Ashe Co\inty, North Carolina, For a number
of years before her death in 1937, in Iowa, mother lived here with me and she regaled
me with many stories of the lives of her people as well as of father's side in
N. C, and especially with reference to the memorable trip way out West to Iowa io
1869» She possessed a remarka'ale memory to the date of her deabh especially as

concerned names, dates, places, incidents, etc.

Mother said that the "caravan" of wagons left Wilkes County on a Saturday in
the early spring 1869 for Johnson City, Tennessee, where they arrived the following
Saturday, It required a week to cross over and through the rugged ranges of
mountains on the lUO-mile trip, I think that they may have skirted Ashe County,
going through Wautauga County and following the river by that name which finally
brought them into Eastern Tennessee, I traversed much of that journey on a modern
highway this past summer, by the way, and those ranges are none the less rugged and
formidable, I do not wonder that they were a week getting over to the railroad.
At Johnson City, they took a train to Chattanooga more than 200 miles distant and
requiring many hours in those times.

At Chattanooga, Tennessee, it was necessary to transfer to another small rail-
road line. They were indeed SBiall and limited in capacity in those years. After
the usual delay at Chattanooga, they arrived at Nashville over the old Chattanooga
& Nashville Railway, At Nashville, the emigrants obtained passage on a small
river steamer down the Cumberland River to its junction with the Ohio River, thence
to Cairo, Illinois, up the Mississippi to St. Louis, Missouri, and finally to Keokuk,
Iowa, there they entrained to Otturawa, arriving on a Saturday - just three weeks
to a day since leaving V/ilkes County, N. C, Your version said the party moved down
the Tennessee River all the way to its confluence with the Ohio River at Pacducah,
Kentucl^,

Tour story of Granddad's »*two-dollar" experience with the shylock at Keokuk
was interesting, I do not know if it was his very first trip on the 'steam cars'*

but it is likely. There were none in the small world which he had just left, I

heard another joke on Granddad, the time and place probably being on one of those
Tennessee railroad trains early on the trip. It was told that Granddad saw the

bell cord dangling overhead and deciding to remove his heavy duty coat, proceeded
to hang it on the "clothes line" overhead. The train came to a jolting stop, where-
upon the irate conductor stormed around to ascertain the cause. He gave Grandfather
a good "bawling out" after which the train continued on its way, I imagine that
was Lesson No. 1 on that memorable trip. It was said that Grandmother Vannoy was
very badly frightened when, on being taken on the deck of the steamer at Cairo,

Illinois, and saw such a vast (to her) expanse of water, she threw her arms around
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a deck pillar exclaiming, "Lawsy massa, Children, we will all be drowned," but it
was not recorded that any one even suffered wet feet.

It was a very wet spring season with all the creeks, streams, and rivers at
flood stage. The Cumberland River was miles wide and being very crooked, made it

difficult to navigate and slowed the travelling time. Because of hazards, sunken
trees, snags, and difficulty in following the main channel, they sometimes tied

up to a wharf overnight. Mother spoke of seeing dead livestock, poultry, remnants
of strawstacks, etc. floating in the muddy waters. Drinking water was source of

worry to the folks. When the steamer found occasion to stop along the way, the gang

plank was hardly down before Grandfather and the other men folks grabbed pails and
scurried ashore in search of fresh water minus microbes and wiggle-tails. However,
they managed very well, considering the times and conditions of travelling; none
were ill during the long trek to the midwest and there was not a mishap of any kind,

ffy Grandfather, Abraham Wesley Vannoy, was born September 6, 1817. Aley Eller
was born March 12, 1826; they were married April 28, 18U2. }fy father, Anderson
Mitchell Vannoy, was their first child, born May 13, 18UU. ffy mother was Adeline
Miller, bom December 23, 18U9, in Ashe County, N. C. Her father was George
Washington Miller and her mother was Aley Hubbard of an English family who came
to America in the early l800's. Grandfather Miller was killed in early May 1865

'J

near the end of the War by a band of cut-throat renegades who stole his horses
i and drove them away. You mentioned these out-law gangs in the opening paragraph
ij of your story,

This has run into quite a lengthy lettero I wanted to point out a few things
' which I felt should be corrected historically. Trust that you have not become

wearied with too many details, I should like to see all of the Blair relatives
again but fear that it is not to be, Nty health was broken badly after arriving
here from the Eastern trip earlier in the summer. The outcome is not very certain.
Am hoping for the best which is all I can do. Will be happy to hear from you
anytime. And congratulations on your 89th birthday. May there be many more of
them.

Sincerely with best regards,

December 12, 19U2 Harley A. Vannoy

Harley A. Vannoy died May 6, 19U3

JHHJ-This version of Washington Miller's death is slightly different from another
one. See page /^.
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a deck pillar exclaiming, "Lawsy massa, Children, we will all be drowned," but it
was not recorded that any one even suffered wet feet.

It was a very wet spring season with all the creeks, streams, and rivers at

flood stage. The Cumberland River was miles wide and being very crooked, made it

difficult to navigate and slowed the travelling time. Because of hazards, sunken
trees, snags, and difficulty in following the main channel, they sometimes tied

up to a wharf overnight. Mother spoke of seeing dead livestock, poultiry, remnants
of strawstacks, etc. floating in the muddy waters. Drinking water was source of
worry to the folks. When the steamer found occasion to stop along the way, the gang
plank was hardly down before Grandfather and the other men folks grabbed pails and

scurried ashore in search of fresh water minus microbes and wiggle-tails. However,
they managed very well, considering the times and conditions of travelling; none
were ill during the long trek to the midwest and there was not a mishap of any kind.

ffy Grandfather, Abraham Wesley Vannoy, was born September 6, 1817. Aley Eller
was born March 12, 1826; they were married April 28, 18U2. fty father, Anderson
Mitchell Vannoy, was their first child, born May 13, 18UU. Jfy mother was Adeline
Miller, bom December 23, 18U9, in Ashe County, N. C. Her father was George
Washington Miller and her mother was Aley Hubbard of an English family who came
to America in the early l800's. Grandfather Miller was killed in early May 1865
near the end of the War by a band of cut-throat renegades who stole his horses
and drove them away. You mentioned these out-law gangs in the opening paragraph
of your story, ***

This has run into quite a lengthy letter, I wanted to point out a few things
which I felt should be corrected historically. Trust that you have not become
wearied with too many details, I should like to see all of the Blair relatives
again but fear that it is not to be. Vhr health was broken badly after arriving
here from the Eastern trip earlier in the summer. The outcome is not very certain.
Am hoping for the best which is all I can do. Will be happy to hear from you
anytime. And congratulations on your 89th birthday. May there be many more of
them.

Sincerely with best regards,

December 12, 19U2 Harley A. Vannoy

Harley A. Vannoy died May 6, 19U3

JHH^This version of Washington Miller's death is slightly different from another
one. See page /^.
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ADDITIONAL FAMILY INFORMATION: (to be filled in by grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
or great-great grandchildren)

Deecendant of:

Ify naine:

Date of birth:

Married to: His or her date of birth:

Date of marriage:

Names of children:





ADDITIONAL FA'^LY INFORMATION: (to be filled in by grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
or great-great grandchildren)

Deecendant of:

name

:

Date of birth:

Married to: His or her date of birth:

Date of marriage:

Names of children:
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Binar , born February 27, 1889; married Levi Heflpy; lives in Newton, [owa.

Children: Max Cnames of wiie and husbands not available)
Fern
Fay

Edgar , bom November 6, 1891; married Edna ^rewer; lives in Marshalltown, Iowa,

Children: Eleanor (names of husbands and wives not available)
Gladys
Eldon
Roger
Zhome

Okie , died in infancy.

Claude , born February 26, 189U; married Bessie Lee Cook; lives in Grinnell, Iowa.

Children: Verne
Edith married — — Stedman.

Leule/ioiLomi/ jj:'^7
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ADDITIONAL FAMILY INFORMATION: (to be filled in by grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
or great-great grandchildren)

DsBcendant of:

fty name:

Date of birth:

Married to: His or her date of birth:

Date of marriage:

Names of children:





ADDITIONAL FAMILY INFORMATION: (to be filled in by grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
or great-great grandchildren)

DeBcendant of:

Ity name:

Date of birth:

Married to: His or her date of birth:

Date of marriage:

Names of children:
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EASTER viLLER SHEETS

Eaater ^'iller Sheets was born in Ashe County, North Carolina, on August 13,
1839 and died about 1872. She was married to Jordan Sheets on December 9, 1857.
Jordan was born on January 1^, 1832, and died on January 31, 1876. They moved from
North Carolina to Virginia in 1870 long before her brother, Harrison Baker Miller,
was called to be assistant pastor at St. Clairs Bottom Church. They lived near
Volney (Troutdale) in Grayson County, Virginia, and both are buried there.

Their children:

Alvah , born January 9, 1859, died in May 19U0; married to Johnathan Perry.

Children: Lundy married in Washington (state). Name of wife not known,
Reid " Julia Barr
Zue " 1st, Henry Stike; 2nd, George Davis; 3rd, Jason

Spencer
Aley " Robey Barr (Bear)
Leonard " Maude Lewis
Charles » Ida Davis, 2nd, Ethel Pruitt
Albert ** Lillie Rupard
Emma " Ben Dolinger
Ella " Shafe (Washington State)
Maggie " 1st, Gilliam Weaver; 2nd, Hanp Davis
(Emma and Maggie are still living)

Ellis , bom July 25, 1863; died June Ih, 19hS] married to Mildred Perry on

on January 22, 1888; she died in February 19U5.

Children: Etta married Avery Sheets; she died in May 1927.

Reid, bom July 2U, 1865; died when young; married to Edith Perry who lived
to old age.

Children: (all deceased) Victor^." (daughter)
Arthur
Randolph

Effie Candas ("Coon"), born January-- h, 1870; died in January 19U9; married first
t© Emanual Perry who was killed in a coal mine at ^fcDowell, West Virginia
on December 9, 1903. Effie was married three times after his death and

was married to Farmer at the time of her death.

Children: Mary married Cleve Cook
Lester " ?annie Bishop (Lester and Chester were twins)

Chester " Carrie Belle Cook
Ellis " girl in Montana (name not known); living in California
Baxter " " » Bluefield, West Virginia

Effie named herself "Coonie Cora Effie Candas Lily Olivene Quincy Loretta Polly Jane

Stacy Rhinehart."
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HortonP,, born July 17, l87h; died July 5, 195h; married first to Abbie
Perry about 1891.

Children: Otto narried Mollie Allen
Eltina (living in the West)

Married second, Lucille Blevins in 1895; she died '^arch 27, I960.

Children: Callie married Gaither E. Pickel
Easter It 1st, Ambrose Privett; 2nd , Fielden Farmer
Hazel II William Stringer
Mae II James Wilson
Jordan II Carrie Elswick
Ellis It Bertie May Blevins
Webb M ZLnna Blevins
Ray n Dorothy Berry
Roy died young

Of particular interest in regard to the above family is that each child
of Easter and Jordan Sheet married members of the Perry family who were also
related to each other:

Emanual, Abbie and Mil
Johnathan and Edith Perry were brother and sister and were nephew and

niece of Emanixal, Abbie and 'lildred,

Solomon Perry, well-to-do land and mill owner in Ashe County, N, C,, was
married twice and had a family by each wife. Richard Perry, son of his first
wife, was half brother of Emanual, Abbie and Mildred, and was the father of

Johnathan and Edith,

Also, Gentry Perry, who married Elzina Miller (daughter of Elde-" Harrison
Baker '-^iller), was a brother of Emanual, Abbie, and Mildred,

Ike Lon.cl La Q. ^ ,
. i,

/ l/ioubie; and

1
/



1

I



Dpj^ontjmnl oftlm Norn]

Presentation bv

The Honorable James II. Wakelin, Jr.

Assi ^l(7t?t Secretary of Sat y for Research and Dei elopment

Harris F. Hastings

Robert 1). Misner Mack J. Sheets

Messrs. Hastings, Misner, and Sheets will join the illustrious group of

NRL' s distinguished scientists honored in the NHL " Hall of Fame."

( See reverse siiie)





ADDITIONAL FAMILY INFORMATION: (to be filled in by grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
or great-great grandchildren)

Deecendant of:

name:

Date of birth:

Married to:

Date of marriage:

Names of children:

His or her date of birth:





ADDITIONAL FAMILY INFORMATION: (to be filled in by grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
or great-great grandchildren)

Descendant of:

}ty name:

Date of birth:

Married to: His or her date of birth:

Date of marriage:

Names of children:





EVALINE MILLER COOK

Julia Evaline >K.ller Cook was born on Jan^^a^y 8, l8Ul, in Ashe Ccunty, North
Carolina and died on July 18, 193U. She was married to John Henry Cook who was
bom on August 21, I8ii2 and died on January 6, 1912. Both are buried in the
Mountain View Church cemetery near Chilhowie, Virginia. John Cook and his brother,
Harrison, were Confederate veterans from North Carolina and were close friends of
Harrison Baker Miller,

Aunt Evaline 's old family home is still standing near Mountain View Church,
vacant and weather beaten. It brings back many happy memories of childhood visits
and of the Miller Reunion which was held there in Augijst 1929 o

Children of Evaline Miller and John H. Cook:

Mary Leona , born June 27, 1866; died January 13, 19U0.

William Roby , born April 11, 1868; died March 5, 1958. Married to
Mary Dolinger on September 16, 1880; she died February 23, 1932,

Children: Bessie Lee married Claude Reeves (son of Alvah Reeves)
Walter M " Mae Moser
Virginia " Earnest Hodge
Vance " Georgia Haram

(Virginia and Vance are twins)

Candas , born October 2$, 1870; died April 21, 19^2, (81 years; buried in Kentucky);
married William Bolt.

Children: Durphy married Gladys Price
Ellis (deceased)
Mary (step-daughter) married Pickel (lives in Virginia

not far from St. Clair s Bottom)

Edith (Edie) , born July 16, 1873; date of death not available (buried in
Pennsylvania); married Ambrose Anderson,

Children: Lessie:
Lonie :

Pearl :

Edd :

Howard:

David, died in infancy

Harrison, died in infar

All are living but the names of

—

'^'L'.IJL:

husbands and wives are not ^'^ rtziiXOXP of

available at this time. -Vlfffc?!--^ P r-r^M,

9'<'''s I'W;-;;;; of tliP U'.'O Mrs.
'•i'-'.v D. C'.Mk ri ;ii fi:.<!< Vclor::
'''-''t '".^lii ill iiii' (u nir, ?• n-
iii-];i<v and (iaui^iitr'!', Mv. and ?..f>''s

K.u-iicst Ifouue, tills i''c.re. He uri.s

ihr^e other (diddi't'ii, W.-liiv
M. O,ok. .T.-.,,pr,, . v.inrc C\,^>U
(-jHl)cn\JC, ;,;,d Mrs. CU.iy],-^
n"L-vcs, (J.inn.il Jov,;,- i:i <.,fn.-;-
children and 1^ ^ic;il -raii.l-
Ofjildien.

AT )unl;iiii View :>do' horlist coin,--
to.-y, Chi!l;oui.\ Wd^h K;u)P'!i
h >'i\o is ,n rl..;r;',^

ia-; aiii^enicnts.





Page 2 - Cook

The attached article about the Killer Reunion was written by Lola Lewis Dutton and
the accompanying snapshot Tenlarped) was taken with her little Eastman Brownie
camera which cost back in those days a total of $l.[i8.

MILLEIl-COOKE PFJJNIOK'^

A reunion v.-!,i iicld Kruiav A' ?;

3, 1910 a* tlT" hiinu- of ilrs. Kve-
!yn Cv^nkr iirar < "•.'ll(0\?lo. Va., iw •

lifinnr of ncr nf;>licw H.irloy A.

Yannay. of 1-onj: t<o.Tt-h, C.-i). ->nii

Ru'Jol:>fi >;ilKr. of K.-iItlmore, it'i.

Mr. Millt; lia l been absent u o.n

f'^l.itivts '.n \'a., for 13 ytr»rs. Mr. '

I Vaj:n.ly ramc ^ron\ Cnl., about tno

I'

ni1'Hi<? of Juiy to (ii'^i-iv.i'.o. S. C.
'

to nttei>'1 biistn'-r;! anil also to erfjt
;

a monv,r.itiit in m -tuory of hia ;

Kreat-frrca'-trr.Tmf.T.lhev Vannav.

j
Rho wn3 a veteran of the n vohi-

f
tionary p j<r. tU. ma le a sl-voi t ,

visit t\*!tli rela;iv?.s in Va. after ai\ i

! *.b.«-ence nf ti rs ^-. 'lirh ha"-!
j

;
.l*e*n spent in lev a lilinola urxii i

' Californl.T. '

j

t This reunion .='pon.""ori?d by
I

'cousins of Mr. MiMer and Mr. Van-;
nay.

1

A p'lcnir iur ch was served to
j

• more than '>'j pi-or'e at th'j? oc-
,

: caslon at the ol i i.ume p!acc of,

1 ifr.". Cooke, fi.f'.rr lurch a Chris:-

i

]
lin talk ^a.s d^'.'Vf red bv KMor ;

I
II. I!. Miilc:-, V ho is an -uncle of

i

.Mr. ^ril!c•- an! .Mr. \'.->na-.y, and a'
! brother of Ccfiki^ ar;ii us SS

|

i years of ae ^. K. i' ryhody seoiiiod
i

attentive i.r.d ihr t.i k ^\as c:rettTl\
I

i *n3oye.1 >iy a'; r'i"'""''''t. Then aU
1

j
th« rrlAtlve.". fo'inod a llns ,-nd hii

|

ja''cturf.>5 tak:r.
|

I Those rre-f^nr f. fre Nfr. (-.r.d ?-Irr.
!

J. .i^. narrl'<y. r.r^ "or.-"., .^^•.Hara. i

Bascon a^'J Kvt-.Tt, of 6=^v.-r M:l.-;

Forci;/ -Mr. ar,"^ Mr?. Ro'.iy Cooki-,
|

Mr. an-l Mrs. K;i:=i ftii'^t.H, and
i

! s.-^n. ^:a^•. M -. r n.] Mrs. Vv C.
j

! D.-wis, and fioa."'. liilly and He y, i

: >:Wer II. H. -.'UV.cr. .Mr. V C. Mi,-

|

ler an': dau^l.ter. Arah. Mr. and

'Mrs. Gaithfr P'.r-Ul«! F.rul cl-.i'dfn. I

i Mr.?. r7v''V'>'r. Cooke, Mr.». T-'O'ini
|

Cooke. Mu-.-ies Su?i!e .Mii'.-^r and >ta- !

be'. Cooke nil of Chllho-wla. Va.:
i

Mr. and Mr;i. W. n. f>»«.-i.s and
|

<Inughl»rfl. <>llio. I^ola, f.V.sle andi
Kon. TIayne of I<vii; Mr G W <

[
Davis and d.iu.Tb'eri. '"Tabfl, F^-ia I

I
#ind son. AValtcr r'.ob of T'firk^o?i.

Md.: Uudolph Mill«r of rUl;iriK-r-..
.

Mr.: nn<J Ilarl»y A. Vannav of f 'p ;

Visitors wcri? 'Mr^. Mattio N>>on
I and daughter F'- «r.\- anrl Mm. s.<in

;

I Fdmondnon of .'=»ven Mile Forrl,

Fxldle l^i! MarMn n' Chllhowie. I





ADDITIONAL FAf^LY INFORMATION: (to be filled in by grandchildren, great-grandchild
or great-great grandchildren)

Deecendant of:

Ify name:

Date of birth:

Married to: His or her date of birth:

Date of marriage:

Names of children:
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ADDITIONAL FAMILY INFORMATION: (to be filled in by grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
or great-great grandchildren)

Deecendant of:

>ty name:

Date of birth:

hfarried to: His or her date of birth:

Date of marriage:

Names of children:





JOSEPHINE HUBBARD MILLER MILLER

Josephine Hubbard Miller, the youngest child of George Washington and
Aley Hubbard Miller, was born on March 18, 1857, and died on October 6, 190$,
She was married to Elihu Miller who was bom on July 20, l85l and died on
September 6, 1902, Josephine and Elihu are buried in a meadow on the farm they
owned near Kelly's Chapel, south of Chilhowie, Virginia, Aley Hubbard Miller,
her mother, is buried near them. Both Josephine and her mother were members of
St, Clairs Bottom Church, their membership having been transferred from North
Carolina in 1902.

Their children:

Emory Jackson Miller was bom on August 29, 1875. The date of his death
or the name of his wife are not available

.

Children: Harley (would have been 72 years of age in 1969)
Nora
Aley
Hattie

Little information has been learned about Emory, his children, and
wife. He was last seen in 190U by George, his brother, at which
time he lived in Tennessee. He then moved to Oklahoma, Arizona and
was last heard from in 1927. He was at that time living in Los
Angeles, Califcrnia. Further information concerning him will be
appreciated in order that our record may be more complete,

George Washington Miller , born J\ily 20, 1885; died July lU, 197Uj married
to Mae Elliott on July 3, 1912. fSee obituary)

Children: Marlin married Jessie Nelson
Howard • Prances Miller

Rudolph Abraham Miller , bom May ih, 1889; died on July 20, 19U9; married
to Libbie Lena Stovall on December 21, 1910; she died July 17, 1970.
(see obituary)

Children: Paul Everett married Roberta May Merrifield
Esther Irene " Walter James Sime
Ifery Josephine " Max Robert Wineberg
Mahlon Rudolph •* 1st, Bettye Jane Morgan

2nd, Viola Shank
Pem Virginia Joseph Bernard King

Jasper Marion Miller, bom October 22, 1893; died October 26, 1959; married
first to Ethel Maude Downes; second, to Wanda Spriggs. (see obituary)

Children: Josephine Era married James S. Pickens
Gladys Teresa • Norbert A. Chapman
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Claude Lee Mjller , born May 31, 1897; died August 22
, 1962; married to

Elizabeth Elliot Johnson, December 17, 1915. (See obituary)

Children: one daughter, Josephine.

Claude Miller vi.sited his relatives at Chilhovie, Virginia, about ^0 years ago
and put the stones on the graves of his parents and his grandmother on their
farm at Kelly's Chapel.

It is interesting to note here that while Josephine had five sons and no daughters,
she had three granddaughters named in her memory:

Josephine Miller Pickens, daughter of Jasper Marion;
Josephine Miller Wineberg, daughter of Rudolph;
Josephine Miller, daughter of Claude,

Left to right:
Back row: Emory and George Miller
Front row: Jasuer, Elihu, Claude, Josephine, and Rudolph 'mier
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(;!-:(iu(;i: w. Mil i.kk

Ccorei' W V:\Ut. aco «K. of

Ik' .V.rltae liislricl lU 2. Sodro-

\Viv-)]lcy ;;u'(J Sumlay nvunin-:

i-i h'T-i ;;l ins h(>:nc.

i!( u:i!- Ih.; n .Ji.lv L'ii. l.'-Si in

Appic (iiuvo. Ntiilh CaroUna
* caire to Skailit Couiily in

I'jtnt.

His marriage to Mac Elliott of

Scd:-n \V.i ''lev lock pkicc in

Mount \ c:ncn July :!. l'.M2.

TIk- fan:ily has lesidod m ihc

Miiiac distVicI. Kt. 2. Sedro-

Woolley since l^MP..

Mr Mill'.T uas a retired

larmcr ar.d iiad wurked f(»r the

Hiitler I.uinlK-r ('<- and llie

Vallcv Dairy ol Sedr«-Wt»)l!oy.

. He was a niemhej- of ihe Odd
Fellows Lodge for over f>5

years.

Survivors include his wife

.Vac at the faniil\ home; 'wo

s'ins, Marlin and Howard
Milter, botli cl Sodro-Woolloy

;

fourfjrandchildren . seven p: eal

grandchild: I n and many nieces

and nephews.

Funeral ser\ices will be held

at the Lciniey Mortuary
Wednesday. July 17th .at 2:it(l

p.n^. with i:e\ . Virgil Valor of

the First iJaptisl Church of-

ficiating, fasketbearers are
• Herman Hn:ner. Harold Renfro.

Bill Rivord. Don Huston. Lenore -

' Robinson and Lawrence Bur-

; master.

Inlcrmerit to follow in the
" Scdro-Woolley 1.0. 0.F.
Ccmclerw

RNAI-., uANCAST.. ,
kA., THUR3

GbiiU
Time and Place of Servicej will be
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HEART AILMENT
|

CAUSES DEATH OF
MOUNT JOY MAN

Riidolpfi A. Miller, sixty. 206 E.

Donecal St . Mount Joy, died sud-
denly at 8:0.") a. m. Wrr.ncsday at

his home Dr. David E. Sohlosser.

MounfJoy, oeputy coroner, said

death was due to a honrt ailment.

He found tn;ii Miller i-^ff his home
for work Wednesday morning but

returned ,< fore reachinE the bus
stop bee. I he felt .ill He was
employen ,< a rate clerk K Shirk"s
Motor F\pipss. Lanca.stiT.

Born in North C.u-olina. he was
a son of tiip late F ihu and Jose-

phine Mil, 'T Miller. Besides his

wife. IMrt Libbie Stovall Miller, he
is siirvi f fl hy these children: Paul
jMiih i- ;.i,d 1,-ene. wife of Walter
Sims, bolh of Towso ,. Aid.. Jose-

phiiif w.fp of Max WmoberK. and
Mahlon Miller, both of Gettysburg:

and F' .\ wife" of Bernard Kin,^

Mount Joy. Seven grandchildren

and threi brothers also survive:

George Miller. Sedrowooley, Wash-
ington: Jasper Miller. St. Louis,

M<?j and Claude Miller, Burling-

ton, Wash.

Claude L. Miller

Claude L. Miller, 6?. resident of'

Skagit County for the past 47

years, died suddenly Wednesday

morning at his fann on the Dis-

'

trict Line Road, Route 1, Burling-

ton.

He was born May 31, l.')97 in

Cliilhowie, Virginia, and came to

Skagit County in 1912. His mar-

riage to Elizabeth M. Johnson,

took place December 17, 1915, in

New Westminster, B.C. Mrs. Mill-

er died in May, 1962.

Mr. Miller was en^Sged in

fanning and was a mejfnoer of the

Washngton State Cattlemen's As-

sociation. He had previously been

selected as Skagit County Cattle-

men of the Year. He was also a

member of the Sedro-Woolley First

Baptist Churdi.

Surviving are one daughter,

Mrs. Josephine Scott, Route 2,

Sedro-Woolley; one brother
George Miller, Route 2, Sedro-.

Woolley: and several neices' and
|

nephews. !

Funeral services will be held
|

Saturdav afternoon at 1:30 p.m.
j

from tlie chapel of the Hulbush
I

Funeral Home. Interment will
|

follow ill the family plot of thej

Burlington Cemetery.

The family suggests that those I

who wish may make memorials
|

,to the Childrens Ortiiopedic Hos-

'pital.

Sr.

II.LKR. JOHN M., 18 Alrshlr*!

fl..
Hazelwood, Thurs., Not. 26,

9.'>9: b«loved husband of Wanda
- Wlllrr: dear father of Josepnint
/ Pirkfns. Qlady.^ Chaoman. Kay

Cla.'sscock and Carole Millard: our
dear (ather-in-law, grandfather,
brother, brother-in-law and uncle.

Funeral from DREHMANN-
RARRAL Chapel, 190!S Union bl..

2 p.m. Men.. Nov. 30. Interment
{ Ift. L,ebanon Cemetery. A member I

^ of B. of L.'E. No. 327. BD(ln««rs ||

^fanrtoe Bun. > p.m.

K^y CrirASSco<zk. A^-t> Carols Y^fj.i~^je^ /^^^ srefi- ^'^^^^-r^^^-





Ml-, and M>--'. (i. ^V. .'jili;*r

Gv.'dt-n wcidi'ig bc!!.<-, u .!! riii-

Sunoav a;it':--n':un, Juiy 1, t';)r

Mr. and ?.lrs. G. V/. Mi!K;r. al

tiieir h...mt en Ki. 1. I»'icH:.e D;s-

tricl, .Secir'-\y<.>i>lU.'>. v. I,cr; ifiei/

tv/i) s.jn.5 und faniiiies tlic M«r-
lin MilicTs U;,. ilov.cud A.

Millers, huKi nper house bclwcvu
the iiours oi 2:00 p^n":. and :>:'J0

p.m. for all roiative.s and

.... ^ . ..^ ^..^
^

; ; .end"' oi tl;eir pa : t : .i

J'lie A'ldleri- ^^e^c rsr.i i led. on.

.Jeh- 3, 1912, in Mo'inl v'eriiou,

ianci have resided in idjs vicintiy;

U,in<-'e ihyt lime-. Mr. Aiider will:

i
ijf r.-meinLered as fiavi.ie oper-

iated liie VaUey Dairy h. a-se-eart;

I
•!;iliv delivery in .Seui'M-vVnelley

I

iur rviany year:,.
,

I

Tl.ey request no f^ifts. ,!
"

.j

Left to r^. s:ht:

Marl in ^'^iller

Mae "

Joseohine Pickens
Cjeorp;e W. MiHer
Howard "

(Tn Sedro-Woolley

,

Washington :
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CK3- 8) Jo Pickens, 1st in Class XX

jasneil arrangement for a table
Josenhine Thickens. Strikingly beaiiti.ful|
in pastel shell colors.

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Pickens, Sanibel,

winners in the A -IV category.
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ADDITIONAL FAMILY INFORMATION: (to be filled in by grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
or great-great grandchildren)

DeBcendant of:

Ify name:

Date of birth:

Married to: His or her date of birth:

Date of marriage:

Names of children:





ADDITIONAL FAMILY INFORMATION: (to be filled in by grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
or great-great grandchildren)

Descendant of:

Ify name:

Date of birth:

Married to: His or her date of birth:

Date of marriage:

Names of children:
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MARY ANN MILLER DAVIS

Mary Ann Miller was born on August 10, 18U7, in Ashe Coiinty, N, 0», and died

on June 13, 1922. She was married to William M. Davis on February 1)4, 1867.
Mary Ann is buried in the cemetery at Rush Creek Primitive Baptist Church. Her
husband is buried in the Osborne family cemetery in Grayson County, Virginia.

Their children:

Cora Davis , born May lU, 1868; died in March 192U; married to Floyd
Hart (h#r former school teacher) January 11, I89O.

Children: Delia Hart married Charles Wilhelm
Lester Hart *

Mary Hart "

McKinley Hart »

Walter Hart "

Lucy Hart
Eula Hart "

Fred Hart *•

Eva Heath
Robert Hemminger
Mary Reedy
Ollie Harmon
Deceased
Oscar Seifert; she died November 27, 197U
Dora Pizon

George Washington Davis , born June 19,

Ella Tucker of Tuckerdale, N. C,

Church near Chilhowie, Virginia,

1870; died July 18, 19U8; married to
Both are buried at Motintain View

Children: Cecil Davis married Mary Stiffler; he died November 20, 197U
Carl Davis " Anne Boone
Mabel Davis • Jamea F. Sinclair; she is deceased
Esta Virginia Davis married Tracy Rhodes
Thelma Davis married Goodwin
George W. Davis married Elva Hill
Claude Davis " Charlotte Workman
Earl Davis •* Virginia Hanna
Walter Robert Davis (single)

Jordan Davis , infant son, born April 16, 1873; died J\ine 8, 1873

William Crone Davis , born July 15, 1875; died April 1958; married to Eula
Tucker of Tuckerdale, N. C, July 7^1902, Both buried at Mountain View
Church, near Chilhowie, Virginia.

Children: Emma Davis married Russell Richardson
Elmer Davis " Ernestine Hamm
William Davis •* Ma xLne Ellidge
Roy Davia " Madeline Copenhaver

Matilda Davis , bom January 22, 1878; died about 1950; married to James
Osborne^ May 8, I896

Children: Robert Osborne (deceased)
Barney *

Bonnie " married Fred Baldwin
Baney " " Phillips
Bruce * •* Gladys Dolinger

(continued)
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Matilda Davis Osborne (continued)

Children: Dallas Osborne (deceased)
Blanche " married Bawner Dolinger
Dewey " died in infancy
May " married Goss

Alie Davis, born March 12, I88I; died July Ih, 1937; married to David Lewis.

June 21, 1903.

Children: Glen Lewis married Muriel Shrieber
Olivene Lewis " Dailey Sullivan; she died on July 7, 19UU
Lola Lewis " Charles Clayton Dutton
Essie " " Andrew B. Thomas
Wayne " " Dorothy Hedge; he died on November 1, 1956

Harrison Davis, bom October 7, I88U; died about 19U9; married to Bertha Blevins
March 10, 1907.

(complete information on this family not available)

married Gillian
N W

married Janice Stamper (he is deceased)

(deceased

)

Children: Willard Davis
Wade "

Gladys "

Libby "

Jessie "

Ralph «

John "

William "

Cecil "

Charles Wingfield Davis , born January 2U, I886; died February 6, 1975; married
first to Mary Clark, September 10, 1909; second to Minnie Francis; see
obituary below.

Children: Doris Davis married Winston Vernon
Ruth »• Willard Fletcher
Grace " " Fred Kneeland
Bemice " " 1st, Peoples

2nd, Walker

Charlie W. Davis
^^^^^^

ABINGDON, Va. - Charlie

Wingfield Davis, 89, died Thurs-

day night in a Johnson City,

Tenn., hospital.

He was a retired farmer.

Survivors include four

daughters, Mrs. Doris D. Ver-

non, Marion, Mrs. Ruth D. Flet-

cher, Johnson City, Mrs. Grace

C. Kneeland, Abingdon, and

Mrs. Bernice D. Walker, Atkins,

Va.; five grandchildren; and

three great-grandchildren.

Farris Funeral Service of

Abingdon is in charge of

arrangements.

DAVIS - Funer.l service* (or Charlie

Wingfield Davis will kt conducted at 1

Sunday m rtx F.rris Funeral Chapel

v.,th elder Eugene Blevms officiating

Burial wUl be ,n Rush Creek Cemetery

Pallbearers will be Roy Davis, Winston

Vernon Jr ,
Billy Davis, Fletcher Vernon^

Wayne Peoples Jack Rouse The family

will receive friends from 7.9 p m Saturday

MRS. EMMA D. RICHARDSON
Mrs. Emma Davis Richardson,

63, died Thursday in a Marion

hospital. She had taught in the

Smyth county school system for

the past 26 years. She was a

member of the Marion chapter

No. 72, Order of Eastern Star.

She had been active in community
j

affairs for many years. Survivors
|

include two sons, Lawrence D. i

Richardson and Harry L. Rich-]

ardson, both of Marion; three

brothers, Roy N. Davis, and BU-

ly R. Davis, both of Marion, and

three grandchildren. Services

were held Saturday in Mountain

View Methodist church, Chil-

howie, with the Rev. Roy Redding

and the Rev. Tom Megar of-

ficiating. Interment was in

Mountain View cemetery.

Daurbter of VJ. Cronp pavis
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ROY N.

DAVIS

Candidate

for

TREASURER
of

Siliylli County

Kloc'llon Tnc.

TO THE VOTERS OF SMYTH COONTY:

I offer the fallowing qualifications and background
information for your study and consideration. 1 sin-

cerely hope they will meet with your approval:

y^'i '14 >'ears of age.
' Trraduate of Smyth and Washing-ton County Pub-

'
• lie Schools.

M I eradicate of Various Extension iCoursos of Purdue
I ' Univei'sii.y.

Graduate tof Quartermaster Schools in Kansas
and Missouri.

_ C.i'aduate of Business School in Chicago, Illinois.

/ •] •') years in T-. S. Ai'my Corps of Engineei's —
/ f World War 11.

' d 5 years experience in bookkeeping and accounting.
Member — American Legion, Veterans of For-
eign Wars, Military Order of Cooties, V. F. W.,
American Dntective Association.
Married to the foiTner Miss Madeline Copenhav-
er of Manion.
Presently associated with Kwik-Kafe of South-
west Virginia - Managing Industrial Cafetenias.

May 1 have your vote and suppoii on Election Day,
Tuesday, November 5, 1963!

Sincerely yours,

•I

A

ROY N. DAVIS

Candidate For Treasurer of Smyth County
(Paid Polilieal Advertisomont i

(Son of William Crone Davis)





ADDITIONAL FAMILY INFORMATION: (to be filled in by grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
or great-great grandchildren)

Descendant of:

name:

Date of birth:

Married to: His or her date of birth:

Date of marriage:

Names of children:
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ADDITIONAL FAf^LY INFORMATION: (to be filled in by grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
or great-great grandchildren)

Deecendant of:

name:

Date of birth:

^farried tot His or her date of birth:

Date of marriage:

Names of children:
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY

At the request of some of the Bretheren, I am sending for publication in the

PRIMITIVE BAPTIST a brief sketch of my life as I remember it, I, H. B, Miller,

son of George Washington and Alcy (Hubbard) Miller, was born in Ashe County, North

Carolina, on March 2, 18U3, in the settlement where Bear Creek Primitive Baptist

Church now stands - in the Blue Ridge mountains near Glendale Springs postoffice.

I Joined the Confederate army voluntarily at the age of 18 and served three years

and nine months in Company A, 26th North Carolina Regiment as "drummer boy." I

was married to Phoebe J. Weaver in 1865. To this \inion were born four children,

one child dying in infancy and one at the age of lU years. Of this union survive

Jason P. Miller ("Pet") and Mrs. Elzina S. Perry. Both reside near St. Clairs
Bottom Primitive Baptist Church.

I obtained a humble hope in Christ in the year 1868 and was converted at Old

Horse Creek Church during service. I had been a poor mourner for a long time and

that day it seemed that darkness was all around me. It seemed that I could not
get low enough. I wanted the floor to open up so that I could get lower. I said,
"Get behind lae, Satan," and I looked away out as far as I could see. I saw one
coming like unto the Son of God. He came closer and closer to where I was. I

had the awfullest feeling that ran all through roe which words cannot describe. I

remember Elder Reuben Kilby sajring to me, "I could take you into the church
without a word from you." I never had a doubt for three days, but after the third
day doubts and fears assailed me and since that time I have had mixtures of joys
and sorrows, I am now going on toward the age of 91 but vhat I experienced there
at Old Horse Creek is still as bright in my memory as it was 65 years ago.

I began to labor under an impression to comfort God's people about the time
I was converted and spent many weary days and months and even years laboring under
this impression. I remember coming across the mountain one time with some fellows
on a hunting trip. At night they would build up a fire and lay down to sleep*
While they were sleeping, I would sit up and read my Testament. Before I made the
surrender to go and speak, I went for thirty days without scarcely eating or
sleeping. It became so that I would find n^self shedding tears and exhorting.
When I came to myself, I would dry my tears, fearing that some one had seen or heard
me. One ni^t I was riding along the road when I began singing, "Jesus, Lover of

ffy Soul." I suddenly saw a bright light in a tree top that I have never forgotten,
I rode on and left it shining. The writer of this sketch feels that the light has
been shining to light the way of the dear old Fathers of Israel from the Beginning
and will continue to shine for them until they cross the cold stream of death to
enter the sunny shores of the Eternal Canaan's Land.

I was licensed to exercise a public gift at Big Helton in 1877 and the
Bretheren directly undertook to have roe ordained. I objected and hindered their
operation. In 1878, I moved my membership to Horse Creek Church. When the Presbyter
was about to ordain another Elder, they asked me if I was willing and I answered
that I was willing for the Lord's will to be done. I came under the hands of the
Presbyter that day and in the same year I moved there,

}fy first wife died about 1873 and I was married the second time to Edith
(Cook) Taylor, daughter of David Cook, a Prtmitive Baptist ministero To this
union were born two children, Mrs, Dora Bartley and J, Luther Miller. Both
live near St, Clairs Bottom Church. I transferred ray membership by letter from
Horse Creek (Senter Association) to St. Clairs which was then one of the sister
churches of the Washington Association, I have served as Pastor ever since I

was ordained until the last few years, being hindered through the infirmities
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of old age, I have served Senter and St, Glairs Bottom Associations for 2h years

as clerk and have served four years as moderator of the latter Association since

the death of Elder R. D. Martin.

I have walked into 38 different streams of water at different times and

places to baptize the dear children of God in North Carolina, Virginia, Tennessee
and Kentucky. I have also preached in the state of West Virginia, I nave
joined as man and wife 163 couples. But, Oh, Vfy Lord, I have always felt too
little, poor, and unworthy even to have a name among the dear old Primitive
Baptists which I believe to be the true Church of Christ, May the Lord bless
all of you is my prayer for Jesus ' Sake, Amen,

As I now lay upon Tiy bed of old age and affliction at the home of my
daughter and son-in-law, Dora and J, A. Hartley, I realize that I may never be
with you in person again in the good meetings as I am now nearing 91st
mile post. I have lived until there are now 12 great great grandchildren,
children of fifth generation, I want all of you to know that I am of you,
with you, and for you, I want you to know that I have kept the faith and
admonish you to live in peace. This is m^^ last address to you: "United we stand
divided we fall. Trust in God," Amen.

I hope to meet all of Ciod's dear children in that sweet Heaven above.

Yours in sweet hope,

H. B. miler
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A BRIEF HTSrORY OF ST. CLAIRS BOTTOM PROTTIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

June 197$

This brief history of the church at St. Glairs Bottom in Sir^yth County,

Virginia, was prepared so that those who desire night have soma knowledge of

the church to this date, June 1975, being the 200dth year that our Lord has
blessed the church to meet together to worship Him,

According to early history, the church was first organized in 1775, with the
first meetings being held in a clearing in the wilderness with hewn logs for seats.

It is said that guards had to be posted against hostile Indians. The first building
was a log house and the present brick building was erected in l85l at a cost of

$U60,00, Electric heat was installed in December 1962 and the building was remodeled
inside in 197U with paneling and carpet being installed. The outside of the building
has not been changed since it was built except for adoing rest rooms to the back.

The oldest written record, still preserved, was Vegun in 1793 and there are
records of meetings from then to the present except for a few scattered times.

In the year 1819, the church declared against a revision of the Bible of John
Wesley and warned all God-fearing people to desist from using it. In 1856 the church
fought a battle against the missionary movement trying to constitute at St, Glairs
Bottom. It seems, according to records, that county elections and public meetings
were held in the building until l88l when the church voted to discontinue this
practice.

The old cemetery behind the building has markers dating back to the 1700's
and many Civil War soldiers as well as World War I and II and Korean War veterans
are buried there.

The church first joined the Old VJashington Association in l8ll, and in No-vember

1906, together with Rush Creek and Tumbling Creek churches in Washington County,
Hopkins View in Smyth County, and Troutdale Church in Grayson County, Virginia,
organized the St. Glairs Bottom Primitive Baptist Association, The church remained
in this Association \antil August I960 when three of the churches declared non-fellow-
ship with the churches at St, Glairs Bottom and Troutdale, The reasons for this will
not be given in this bjrief history, but the records plainly show that the church at
St, Glairs Bottom is still standing on the doctrine and practice that was contended
for when it was first organized,

Follo%ring are the names of those Elders who have served the church as pastors
(as best can be ascertained from the records): William Church, Noah Baldwin,
Charles Hopkins, Andrew Rouse, Harrison B. Miller, Charles N. Tilson, Hugh M,

Blevins, Sr., H. T. Barker, W. G. Fletcher, Hugh M. Blevins, Jr., and the present
pastors. Elder Everett Blevins and Elder Daniel Blevins,

U'e, t/ie o/ie^ejxi membenyi, tAu^t tacut u>e. aae. ti-xankfuJ. to ^od fo/i ti-i/i

me.A.ct.e^ and de/iLfie. to p^ay, that ne. wttt conttnue. to btey6^, not onty. cud but
HtA chJjjdyien e.veyLywh.ejie.0 Ive exte/id t'le kand o^ tove. and ^zttow^lxtp to H ty6

peopte eveyiyjuAe/Le. wko ojie. cnntendyuig. fo/i the. f^attjx once deLiveJied to the
/ioJjxtyio ^^y- aJUL, uho ixave o p/i^ctouy6 kone abixLtny in oua aeayity^, /it/itve

to /itand fo/i the doctoAJxe a/ui p/ujicJipteA taixL doun -in otj U ztt and kotd up
the name of Je^uyd Quityit oua. JavtouA., (.e, at St,(^taiyi/i ifottom {/lUAch, kumbta
beg. 1J.0UA pAai^eAA tn tjce^e pA^^ent tAytn^^ timeyi t'lat we may be bZeyi/^exl of. ^od
to have intydoom to conJJjnue to lionoA, adoAe, and /ieAve l im uAo iy6 oveA all,

^od bte^/iejd foAeveA and eveA. Amen

Compiled by your unworthy servant
Daniel G. Blevins
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JUNE MEETING AT ST. CLAIRS BOTTOM

St. Clairs Bottom Primitive Baptist Church near Ghilhowie, Virginia,

celebrated its 200dth Anniversary at the annual June Meeting on the second
Sunday and the preceeding Saturday, June 7 and 8, 1975. One of the best knovm

churches in Southwestern Virginia, and one of the noblest of old churches in
dimension, simplicity, and strength, it has stood for two centuries as a

sentinel and a beacon of light, hope, and faith. Ten generations have worshipped
in it wltti a faith as strong and simple as the church itself. Services have

been continuous from its beginning to the present time on the second Sunday of

the month,

A large plaque on the brick wall at the front gives the date of the church
as 1775. Bits of history have come to light which indicate that its beginning
may have been earlier,

A sketch about the church written by Charles B. Coale in 1899 states;

"The first Baptist church in the Holston Settlement as far as reliable information
can be had was at St, Clairs Bottom in the first clearing of the Holston region,
an Englishman by the name of St. Clair (Sinclair) having been there in 176U. It

is more than probable that it was honored with the first house of worship o"

Gordon Aronhime, well-known historian and writer on the history of Washington
County, has proven to us in an article, Bristol Herald Courier, Febniary 17, 1963,
that Thomas Wolsey was the only pioneer Baptist minister in the Holston area. (We

do not believe that he was Primitive Baptist as on his tombstone is the following
inscription; 'The First Pioneer Baptist Minister - died 179U,'') He settled on land
at the South Fork of the Holston River in 1770 or 1771 in a neighborhood of hardy
pioneer Baptists who incliaded Pierces, Coles, Thomases, Wheelers, and Bishops, All
of the land belonging to these settlers lay aroxind a tract of land called Sinclairs
Bottom patented by Charles Sinclair on August 8, 1753. The land wt-iich surrounded
the tract belonged to the Loyal Land Company of which 612 acres was sold to Thomas
Wolsey on February 23, 1775 (Fincastle Courthouse records). On the edge of this
land, there was a Baptist church, proof that it had existed prior to 1775. Wolsey
moved from the land on which the meeting house stood and sold it to Joseph Cole,
Later, on June 20, 1792, Cole deeded one acre and 100 poles of the land to the
trustees of the Baptist church for 20 shillings. The exact words of the deed are
"the said meeting house now on the said land." The deed also referred to it as

"The Congregation and Meeting House formerly known as Sinclairs Bottom." The names
of the church trustees appearing on the deed were James Wheeler, John Thomas, and

Johrtbhan Bishop. (Deed Book 7, page 95, Washington County Clerk's Office, Abingdon,
Virginia )

,

Vmson's History of Sir^jrthe County gives the following information: Soon
after the Campbells settled on the Royal Oak Survey in 1775 (now Marion, Virginia),
Tidence Lane, a pioneer Primitive Baptist minister from Tennessee stopped on the
South Fork of the Holston River long enough to form a congregation of the Baptists
he foiind there and of the converts he made, and to build a log church at Sinclairs
Bottom, We question his building the church as it is definite that it was already
there

,

Semple's Virginia Baptist History, clBlO, states that the Sinclair Baptist
church was organized in 1792 by Andrew Baker as pastor with h5 members.

Book I of the minutes of the church which might have given a true and accurate
accoxint of its early history was destroyed in a fire which burned the home of the
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church clerko In Book III (1878-1907), a note was foiind written and signed by
Joseph Dinkins, Clerk (Elder A, Rouse, Moderator) as follows: "From vhat can be learned,
the church at St, Glairs Bottom was constituted in the year 1792,"

Although organized and holding regular meetings, the church was not
constituted until the deed gave it full ownership of its congregation and the

land upon which it stood. The exact date of the constitution is not now known
but it must have been very shortly after June 20, 1792, the date of the sale.

It is also possible that at the time of the chtirch's constitution, it was
agreed to retain the name by which it was called in the deed, "The Congregation
and Meeting House formerly known as Sinclairs Bottom," It is not known at this

time how or when the change from Sinclair to St. Clair was made. The word Bottom
no doubt refers to the low, level terrain of land near the river on which the
church stands surrounded by rolling hills.

It is tradition passed from one generation to the next that the early church
members endured ordeals from the Indians who were in the locality. When the first
log church was being constructed, it was necessary for the workmen to keep guns
nearby in case of attacks by prowling Indians and wild beasts. The men went to

church armed with guns and ammunition to protect their families and worshipped with
their guns across their knees in case of attacks on the ch\irch. The women would

gather in the church to make soap, to make quilts and bed coverings, and to make

clothing for their men, children, and themselves. One story is told about a day when
the women were alone in the church preparing to make soap, Indians, trying to crawl
through one of the small windows, had boiling water poured on them by the women.
It is difficiJLt to realize the trials through which the pioneer members went to be
at church to hear Crod's word spoken. One feels thankful that they found warmth,
comfort, and loving protection within their log church.

The log church stood for more than $7 years in Washington County until Sn^h
County was formed from it in 1832, The church is in a most convenient location in
Smyth County where two state highways (762 and 660) meet and cross each other.
These highways in the colonial period may have been Indian and wagon trails.

When the present brick building was constructed in 18$1, the logs of the
first church were taken down the river to a Cole farm and made into a bam. Dr,
Rush P. Young, whose wife was a Cole, lived there at the time. It is now known
as the St, John farm.

The contract for building the new church was made on May 10, 1851, between
the trustees of the church (William Meek, Hugh Cole, Sampson Cole, Berry St. John)
and the contractors (James Fields, Sampson Patterson, Normfin Crawford) for the
sum of $U92.90, The church was to be built $0 by 36 feet on a foundation of rock
3 feet high and 2 feet thick. The walls were to be built 18 inches thick and
lU feet high with brick, all of which was to "be done in a good workmanlike
manner." Several sla^^s had become members of the church in the 18U0'3 and
thereabouts, and their help was utilized in fashioning the brick from clay and

baking it in a brickyard near the church. An upper balcony was built for the use
of these slaves in the new church. Handmade benches of black walnut for the new
church were put together with wooden pegs instead of nails. Plaster of a soft
shade of white was used on the walls and ceiling. In later years, a new floor
was laid, electric lighting and heating installed to replace the kerosene wall
lamps and the old cast iron stove. The high ceiling was lowered to save heat.
Very recently, consistent with pre3ent-»day requirements to conserve energy, panelling
was put on the walls and carpeting laid on the floor. Two doors were built side
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by side at the front of the church - the left one for the men and the right for the
women. Inside of the church, the men sat on one side and the women on the cither, a
custom which is followed more or less to this day.

There are names of early members as seen in the church minutes of 1812 which
are still familiar in the area today: Bishop, Tilson, Cole, Rouse, Dinkins, St. John,
McClure, Meek,Debusk, Debord, Sherwood, Lester, Williams , and Buchanan, The church
members have always been known for their kindness, charity, sincerity, humility, and
for being considerate of everyone, members and non-members, Natiorally, they are
considered assets in their communities, being good, solid citizens and cooperative,
helDfxil neighbors. They adhere strictly to the moral code of the church. They read
and believe devoutly in the Bible and follow in the footstops of their Master with
no deviation whatsoever, addressing each other as Brother and Sister in Christ,
They believe strongly in total immersion as when John the BaTDtist bar)tized Christ
in the River Jordan,

Names of early ministers according to the 1812 minutes were Baker, Senter,
Rouse, HoDkins, Baldwin, and Jesse, Later, in the 1900's, there were Martin, Miller,
Tilson, Barker, Blevins, and Fletcher. It can be noted here that Elder Hugh Blevins'
(deceased) had four sons: Elders Hugh Blevins, Jr., Everett, Daniel, and Ben
Blevins, all of whom are now ordained ministers. They are great grandsons of Elder
Harrison B. Miller, It may also be added that Leonard Davis, great-great grandson
of Elder Harrison Baker Miller, has been licensed to exercise his gift at St, Clairs
Bottom Church or wherever the Lord may direct his mind.

In his article about the church, Charles B. Coale also wrote of the hardships
which the early ndniste* endured , "They took their lives in their hands going
about doing good. They travelled great distances through wilderness, facing dangers,
seen and unseen, to dispense the blessings of the gospel among the scattered
settlers; and all this labor, exposure, and danger was without prospect or hope of
earthly reward.* The ministers of today also serve their churches without reward,
earning their living outside of the church as do other enployees of the business
world.

Uder Hu^ Blevins, Jr. , as did his father before him, serrad St, Clairs
Bottom as its pastor for many years. He lives and works in Bel Air, Maryland, and
helps to serve a church in that city. He travelled from his home in Maryland to St.
Clairs Bottom every second Sunday with the determination and humility worthy of
a pioneer minister. He has recently had to resign for health reasons and his
brother, Everett, has been installed as pastor in his stead. Another brother,
Daniel, is assistant pastor.

Many fine, wonderful sermons have been preached in the church in its two
cehturies of existence and none of them were prepared in adTance. The text of
the sermon is chosen when the minister enters the pulpit and God blesses him to
speak the words of truth, love, and comfort to the congregation. It is to say that
he feeds the Bread of Life to God's children. Without the assistance of a musical
instnunnt, the members sing together the *good old songs** of the church, "making
a joyful noise unto the Lord," It is indeed a joy to listen to them lift up their
voices in song as they sing not only with their tongues but also with their hearts.

The second Sunday in June has always been the biggest day in the year for
St, Clairs Bottom church and the eonnnmitj. It is known far and wide as The June
Meeting . As far back as 1875, it was necessary fcp the church to have a constable
to keep order on that day; in the early 1900 's, there was a policeman to direct
traffic and to keep order on the two highways at the front of the church. At
8:00 A.M, or before, the crowds would begin to assemble in the area surrounding the

ch\irch. They came from conmunities far away to spend the day at the church visiting
friends and relatives. Members and neighbors would have full houses of ccmpany for





page U - St. Clairs Bottoms

the weekend. Ministers from other states wotild be in attendance. Members of

neighboring churches would be inside the crowded church listening to the sermons
and joining in the singing* Temporary lemonade stands were built along the

highways and in the later years of the twenties and thirties, there were both
lemonade and ice cream cones to serve the crcwds. Over in the meadow across th©
highway, there were small planes to take \xp, for a small sum, those who wishe<i to
soar hi^ above to view the crowds and surrounding country. It was a wonderful
day of community participationo

One particularly interesting story about the June Meeting is told by Frank
Sanders in fds History of SaltviUe. When Dr. Thomas K. McKee was a lad of seven
years, he earned his first nickle. The slave quarters on his father's farm were
cleaned out and an old rifle was found among the rafters. It was given to Thowas
for his own. He cleaned it real good and decided to sell it to the local black-
smith who told the little fellow that the gun was very old, it would not shoot, and
no parts could be had for it. He offered the boy a niddb? for it and the trade was
made. The lad had big things in mind for that niclcLe. The big June Meeting was to
be held at St, Clairs Bottom on the foilwing Sunday and there would be pink lemonadet

for five cents a glass. There would be hiindreds of people gathered from all over
Southwest Virginia, Kinfolks would be visiting and the McKee home would be filled
with coi^any. Young Thomas would have to sleep in the bam in the hay. Wild horses
could not have dragged the nickle from his pocket but one thing was overlooked. The
lad went to sleep and did a lot of twisting and turning, dreaming, perhaps, about
the June Meeting and the glass of pink lemonade. The next morning the nickle was
gone and the world turned dark. Every bit of the hay was searched but no nickle was
found. When the good Doctor was asked 85 years later why he did not ask the black-
smith for another nickle, he replied that people did nob go around giving nickles
to little boys. The June Meeting was held and there was pink lemonade but not for
the lad of seven. Dr. McKee said all through the years when pink lemonade was for
sale, he drank a glass of it. When he was asked what else happened at the June
Ifeeting, he said there was baptizing at the river, praying, singing, preaching, and

feet-washing. He remembered that one time a bunch of men gathered in the woods
near the church and drank some intoxicating spirits. A big fight broke out and
when it was reported to Preacher Hundley, he said, "It is not the whiskey, it^s the
devil in those men,"

While there is still a large attendance at the June Meeting and the ehui'ch is
always crowded, the crowds have dwindled through the years. It is now more of

a homecoming for visiting ministers and former members. Members of neig^ihoring

churches also attend. The sermons and the singing are still as wonderful as ever -

even better,

A history of St, Claiirs Bottom church would not be complete without mention
of the old oak and pine trees. In the deed of sale to the church, there is mentioii

of the boundajry liee: beginning at a small white oak tree on the north side
of the river.,," It is very easy to believe that tiie small white Oak is now th©
huge one which stands at the front of the church. In an article by Elder Edgar T,

Aleshire, he wrote as follows: "The church house at St. Clairs Bottom is graced by
a magnificent oak tree whose size, beauty, and age would awe the most casual person.
It doubtless was well established long before Virginia was settled,"

There has been, and still is, much love and respect in the hearts of the church
members for the old oak tree. Its wide, spreading limbs have covered and protected
many a crowd of church members from the hot summer sun as they visited after church
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services or spread their dinners underneath its shade. It also serves as a buffer
to protect the church in summer and winter storras* In his article about St. Glairs
Bottom, T/ordon Aronhime also wrote: "In the front, there is a gigantic oak tree

that three men with outstretched arms can scarcely circle. In the rear of the church
is a splendid white pine that is worth the trip xip the South Fork to behold." No one
knows the history of this old pine. It, too, like the oak, is majestic. Its roots
have almost covered some of the old gravestones which were under it so that the
names and dates are no longer discernible.

The cemetery, honored by the presence of the beautiful pine tree, is well kept.
An aura of peace hovers over it. The old stones have been straightened as much as

possible, the grass is mowed regularly, and the church maintains a cemetery fund
for its up-keep. There are about 200 graves which can be co^jinted. Many of the I

stones are very old so that the lettering and dates can no longer be deciDhered,
j

Some have, long ago, sunk into the ground. There is one tombstone with the date
)

1775 but so far as is known, there are no Revolutionary soldiers buried in the cemetery.
It is known that Joseph Cole who died in 1806 and who sold the church and land to
the trustees, is buried near the pine tree, Thomas Wolsey, the pioneer minister who
died in 179l4, is buried in the River Bend cemetery on Highway 660, a short distance
from the church.

!

!

According to Mrs, Clara Hill Garner, President, Smyth County Historial
Association, there are 27 known Confederate veterans buried in the cemetery of

I

whom her grandfather, George W. Hill, is one. He was also an active member of
|

the church. Elder Harrison Baker Miller, a Confederate veteran and a pastor !

of the church for more than 35 years, is biuried with his wife, Edith, near the
front of the church facing the highway. At one time, there was a cemetery for
the slaves adjoining the main cemetery on the south end towards the river. When
the owner of the store formerly in that area was having earth dug to install a gas

|

pump, one of the workers found a skull and wanted to keep it as a memento, Mr.
Pierce, the owner, told him, "Ho, put it back and cover it up,"

Grateful acknowledgment is made to Mrs. Leonard H. Davis, Mrs. Gaither E, :

Pickel, Mrs. Charles C. Matthews, Mrs, Clara Hill Garner, and Miss Etta Tilson
\

without whose assistance, this history of the church could not have been written.
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CONFEDERATE VETERA.^

Buried In
The Cemetery of

ST. CLAIRS BOTTOM CHURCH
Chilhowie, Virginia

Bishop, Andrew Gollehon, Robert J.

Bishop, A. R. Grinstead, Samuel K.

Bishop, Elcaniah Hill, George W.

Bishop, Joseph W, Martin, G. W.

Bishop, Levi Pickel, John Lo

Bishop, Martin Rouse, Andrew

Blankenbeckler, William C. Rouse, S. E,

Cole, Hugh F. Sherwood, Adaish

Dinkins, John J. Surber, William

Dinkins, Joseph R, Til son, William

Dungan, James Wells, James P.

Dungan, John R. Elder Harrison B. Miller

Edmiston, George A.

I

— Mrs. Clara Hill Garner

Marion, Virginia





DEED OF SALE (1792)

This indenture made this twentieth day of June in the year of our Lord one

thousand seven hundred and ninety two between Joseph Cole of the one part and

James Wheeler, John Thomas and Johnathan Bishop acting Trustees for the Congregation
and fteeting House formerly known as Sinclair s Bottom on the north side of the South
Fork on the other part. Witnesseth as follow to wit: - that the said Joseph Cole for
and in consideration of the sura of seventy shillings current money of Virginia to hira

in hand paid by the said Trustees in behalf of themselves 3nd the said Congregation
the receipt the said Joseph Cole doth hereby acknowledge. The said Joseph Cole

hath granted bargained and sold and by these presents doth grant bargain and sell unto
the said Trustees and Congregation one acre and one hundred poles of land be the

same more or less lying and being in the County of Washington and Commonwealth of
Virginia the said meeting house now on said lando Beginning on a small white oak
on the north side of the River, thence North fifty one and a half degrees west,
five and three fourth poles to a white oak North one degree West Ten (10) to two
Hickory Grubbs and a Spanish oak near Sinclairs old ? NortJi twenty nine
degrees East fourteen poles to a Stake » South nineteen degrees East Eleven poles
to a white oak on the north side of the bank of the River a southwest course 13
poles to the Beginning with its appurtenances to have and to hold, the said Tract
of Land with its appurtenances to the said Trustees and the said Congregation
thereto belonging and their heirs forever and the said Joseph Cole and his heirs
will forever warrant and defend the said tract of land with its appurtenances unto
the said Trustees and Congregation against the claims of all persons whatsoever.
In witness whereof the said Joseph Cole hath hereunto subscribed his name and
affixed his seal the day and year above written.

Article of an agreement made and entered into between James Fields of the
one part and the Trustees, William Meek, Hugh Cole, Berry St, John, and Sampson
Cole of the other part. That said James Fields binds himself to build a brick
church at St.Clairs Bottom fifty by thirty six feet, the foiindation of rock to
average three feet high and two feet thick; the brick wall to be eighteen inches
thick and fourteen feet high, all of which is to be done in a good workman-like
manner. And the above said trustees do bind themselves to pay to the said James
Fields four hundred and ninety-two dollars and ninety cents to be paid as follows:
one third to be paid as soon as the work is commenced and the balance when the
work is coB^^leted for the due performance of which we have hereunto subscribed
our names this the tenth day of May 18^«

Trustees: James Fields

Deed Book No, 7, page 95
Washington County Clerk's Office

Joseph Cole

CONTRACT TO BUILD NEW CHURCH (l85l)

Hugh Cole
Sampson Cole
Berry St. John
William Meek

Sampson C. Patterson
Norman Crawford
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HISTORICAL AND FAMILY NOTES FROM THE CHURCH MINUTES, 1812 - 1930

(St. Clairs Bottom Chiirch)

Book 1812-1878

August 29, 1812 - Leri Lester and Hugh Cole trustees to see to the business of the
Meeting House in the repairing of it.

Deoomher 12, 1812 - The church considered Brother Debusk's gift and has given him
liberty to improve it where and when God should call him,

January 9, 1813 - The church met and meeting was opened by singing and prayer in
fellowship and then dismissed,

April 9, l8lli - Received Drewry Senter by experience.

June 13, 1818 - Examined Brother Drewry Senter for ordination and found him fit,

July 11, 1818 - Brother Levi Bishop to search the records at Abingdon for the

deed of the Meeting House.

April 10, 1819 - None fellowship declared with the Testament of Lord Jesus Christ
which is said to be altered by John Westley (Wesley).

November 11, 1820 - No preacher to be invited to preach without his showing
authority from the church to which he belongs.

February 9, 1822 - Brother Drewry Senter applied for letter of dismission for
himself and wife.

September 7, 1822 - Andrew Baker applied for letter of dismission and was granted.

March 13, 182U - Rules of the chijrch to be read at every church meeting and
Brother Bishop to keep them.

SepteiriDer 10, 182U - Members of different churches should take a seat with us
without waiting for an invitation

December 8, 1827 - Brethern Levi Lester, Levi Bishop, and Hugh Cole chosen as
trustees of the Meeting House and land to see that we are not intruded upon
by any other denomination of any order.

February 7, 1829 - Concluded to let the old Covenant with some small alterations
to be made.

July 9, 1831 - Brethern to inspect the meeting house to find the necessary repairs.

March 10, 1832 - Church now in Smythe County instead of Washington County due to

formation of Smythe from Washington.

January 7, 1837 - No meeting on account of smallpox.

February 11, 1837 - No meeting same as above.

June 8, 1839 - Preaching by William Church and Drury Senter to a large congregation,

J\ine 12, Ibkl - Sacrament administered by Elder Thomas Colley in the presence of
a large congregation.





Page 2 - Minutes

Septeii4)er 20, l8U2 - Association commenced on Fridav, continued h days, 19 preachers,
3000 people.

March 9, 18UU - Brother Charles Hopkins granted the liberty of exercising his
ministerial gift in the bounds of this church and the adjoining churches,

March 13, 18U7 - No meeting due to high water.

July 11, 18U7 - Elders Patterson and Senter addressed a large and respectable
assembly after which they administered the Sacramento

January 11, l85l - Took in consideration the propriety of building a new brick
ffeeting House at St. Clairs Bottom. Brethems Hugh Cole, Sampson Cole, and

William Meek appointed to solicit subscriptions for the building of the said

church.

May 11, l85l - The old Meeting House given up to the trustees for their disposal,

July 10, 1852 - Tirustees appointed for St, Clairs Bottom >feeting house: Brethem
John Cole, John Bishop, and Andrew McClure,

May 10, 1856 - Trustees appointed to attend Noah C, Baldwin's meeting and if the

Missionaries appoint a time to constitute, they are to inform them that the
door will be closed against them.

August 9, 1856 - Church approved act of the court and directed the names of the
trustees: Brethem J, Bishop, J. Cole, and A. McClure to be entered in the
chxirch book - for the Meeting House and all that belongs.

November 8, 1856 - A deed to one acre and 100 poles made by Joseph Cole was found
among the papers of Levi Bishop after the death of Rachel Bishop, widow,

(No entries for 1859, one only for October i860, and one for December 1861)

1861 - 1866 No mention of the Civil War. Many members dismissed to form
Missionaries, James Cole was clerk. No visitors, business, or references,

1867 -(chwch minutes resumed and church became more active. New members received)

BQOk 1878 - 1907

December 1878 - Andrew Rouse was appointed to superintend the building of the
flew (flu) to the church stove-

November 12, l88l - Public speaking and holding of elections in the church t©
cease. Brother G, H, Cole appointed to put locks on the doors and to lock
the Meeting House.

January lU, 1882 - Brother A, Rouse to have blinds made and hung to church windows.

Deceittoer 8, 1883 - (5. Dinkins to fill the windows with glass; Sam McClure and

George W. Fill to look after the graveyard fence and to have same repaird.

January 12, 188U - G. Dinkins reported the church windows filled and the bill, $1.^0.

May 10, 188U - Took up reference of covering the church house and appointed
A, Rouse to take subscriptions for the shingles and nails:
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We, the undersigned, agree to furnish the amount of shingles and
nails for covering St. Clairs Bottom Church that may be next to our names:

Andrew Rouse lOGO
Ben Martin 1000
John Rouse 1000
P. Surber 1000
C. T. Rouse 1000
G. K. Dinfcins 1000

Eli Landreth 5000
G. W. Martin 1000
James H. Cole 5000
Sam McClure $000
G. W. Hill 1000
A. T. Cole 5000

November 7, 1885 - Brother Joseph Bishop reported that he had bought l5 pieces
of glass and filled the windovB,

March 13, 1886 - Appointed G. W. Hill and G. W. Martin to try to get land to
enlarge the graveyard.

June 12, 1886 - A question about an interest in some church property (three acres
which lies in Long Hollow, Rich Valley, Smythe County, Virginia) which was
deeded to the Primitive Baptists, Methodists, and Presbyterians for a church.
The Methodists have bought out the Presbyterians and have made atjplication
to the Primitive Baptists to buy their interest but the church has not
consented to let it go,

July 10, 1886 - Brethern John Rouse and Joseph R, Dinkins to look after the church
property in Long Hollcw,

February 11, 1886 - Rule made on August 12, 1883 to be carried out. Members of the
church to be listed and the roll called every church meeting; those who miss
two meeting days without good excuse to be looked after. Minutes of the day
to be read at each meeting,

August 11, 1888 - Brother A. Rouse elected as pastor.

September 1, 1888 - Appointed Elder A, Rouse to look up the records of the said
church property,

November 11, 1888 - Brother A, Bishop reported repairs to the church. Expended
$lU.66 for 8 window panes, sashes hung, blinds made, and nails and carpenter

March 7, 1891 - Old Covenant or constitution has become lost) the same one we
had before to be replaced in the book; the discipline also to be put into

January 9, 1892 - A sexton to be appointed to look after the church, keep fires,
sweep the house, and light up the church when necessary. Agreed to pay him
$6.00 for a year of his service. Brother F. M. Tilson to be sexton for the year,

April 9, 1892 - Took in consideration the condition of the church house.

February 11, 1893 - Settled up wi-Wi our sexton. Appointed William Blankenbecklcr
for next year to be paid the same as the other,

April 8, 1893 - Brother Sam McClure to write to Elder H. B. Miller and invite him
and Elder T, Kilby to be here at our next meeting to ordain some deacons.

May 13, 1893 - Preaching by Elders R. Martin and H. B. Miller. Appointed Elders
A. Rouse, H. B, Miller, and R. Martin for presbyters to ordain John A. McClure
and William Blankenbeckler for deacons . Agreed to commune at the June Meeting
and to invite sister churches. Elder H. B. Miller to invite Maple Springs and

Horse Creek.

work.

the book.
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May lU, 1893 - Siinday Morning: Ordination of deacons attended to by Elders H. B.

Miller and A. Rouse. Elder Miiler gave the charge.

August 12, 1893 - Moved and seconded that Elder Robert Martin be our assistant
pastor.

September 9, 1993 - Brother H. B. Miller to be invited to preach for us. Appointed
Brother G.W. Martin to said message to Brother Miller.

October 7, 18^3 - Preaching by Elders R. Stinson and H. B. Miller, Elder A. Rouse
tendered his resignation which was accepted. Brother A, J. Bishop took the

rising vote which resulted in the election of Elder R, Martin as pastor and
Elder H. B. Miller as Assistant pastor.

October 1$, 18^3'- Ordinance of baptism of Elizabeth Landreth attended to by
Elder H. B. Miller at St. Clair Greek.

December 9, 1893 - Preaching by Elders Miller and Martin. Called for references
and found that 10 members had gone off and organized into a body with the

Christian Baptists. Moved and seconded that they be excluded from the church.

May 12, I89U - No selling to be allowed under the limits of the law at the June
Meeting or any other meeting at St. Claira Bottom. H. B. Miller, Moderator ,

March 2, 1895 - Preaching by Elder H. B. Miller. Received Elder Miller, Edith
Miller, Dora Miller, and Alva Reeves by letter,

July 13, 18^5 - Received John Cook, Eveline Cook, Roby Cook, Candace Ham, Leona
Cook, and Eda Anderson by letter. H, B. Miller, Moderator.

August 10, 1895 - Brother 0. W. Hill to attend to the church property in Long HolloWo

May 9, I896 - Appointed A. G. Bishop and William Blankenbeckler to keep order at
the June Meeting.

November 7, I896 - Elders R. D. Martin and H. B. Miller to stand as equal pastors.

June 12, 1898 - A large congregation of people Sunday morning,

January 8, 1899 - A petition read from Horse Creek church that they wanted a part
of Elder H. B. Miller's time in the next year. Granted that they have the
time. Met a well-ordered congregation Sunday moniing with preaching by Elder
H. B. Miller.

November 11, 1899 - A letter from Horse Creek church asking far ministerial aid.

February 10, 1900 - Luther Miller joined by experience.

March 10, 1900 - Sister Eda Anderson granted a letter of dismissal.

January 13, 1901 - Moved and seconded we grant Horse Creek church a part of our
ministerial aid; a letter read from Elder H. B. Miller requesting the church
to release him from being pastor any longer. Brothers Levi Williams and
Wash. Martin to go see Elder Miller on his requesto

February 10, I9OI - Elder H, B. Miller granted his requ st to be released as
pastor.





Page 5 - 'Winutes

May 11, 1901 - pTayer by J. 'J. Grabt,ree. A. J. PisiioD to look after the sraveygnf.

Sister Alyce fAley) *^iiler .io:ned bv letter.

June 8, 1901 - Exhortation Brother Crabtree. Met a large congregation on Sunday

Morning.

February 2, 1902 - Elder H. B. ''iller held a meetin? at St. Glairs Greek schoolhouse
Sally McGlure joined the church by recantation.

March 8, 1902 - Elder H.B. ^^iller held a meeting at the schoolaouse on St. Glairs
Creek and James Barlow and wife joined by recantation. They r.ad left the
Missionaries at Grosses Creek church.

At)ril 12, 1902 - Appointed Elder H. B. Miller, Brothers A. J. i^ishop and J.

Blankenbeckler to look after the churcn roof,

September 10, 1902 - Brother Gentry Perry and wife fElzina '-tiller), and Sister

Josey Miller joined by letter.

January 10, 1903 - J. A. '^cClure given license to ureach. Elder E. Miller to

write the same. Elder H. B. Miller installed (re-installed ?) as equal
pastor with Elder R.D. Martin.

February 7-8, 1903 - Elders H. B. '-tLller and R. D. Martin neld meetings at

Samuel McClure's house. Foijt joined by exnerience.

May 9, 1903 - Brother Herat of P^alaski, Virginia, cnosen as castor with Elders
H. B. Miller and R. D. Martin for the next year.

November 12, 190ii - Horse Creek granted ministerial aid in the next ensuing year,

January lii, 1905 - Big Helton, N. C. granted her request fcr a nart of our

ministerial aid to preach for them next year.

April 8, 1905 - Moved and seconded Elder ''iller prepare a letter to co-^t for the
sheriff to keep order at the June Meeting. H. B. Miller, Moderator .

June 10, 1905 - Met a large concord of oeople . Elders Herst of Pulaski and J. T.

Stinson preached for the oeople. Sunday Morning - met a large conpregation.
Elders Herst and Stinson preached,

November 11, 1905 - Elder H. B. Miller to write out a petition for subscriotions
to get a monument for Elder Charles HopKdns and wife. J. A. ^'cGlure to carry
this petition around.

December 9, 1905 - Pond Mountain cnurch granted o^jr ministerial aid for next year,

March 10, I906 - Graveyard to be fenced. Bretherns F. ^\ Til son, W. G. Blankenbeckl
C. C, Taylor, and J. G. Perry to look after the fencing.

August 10, 1907 - Brother F. M. Tilson to buy a new book and the members to Day for

BOOK 1907 - 1970

January 9, 1909 - The money for the tree in the graveyard which was sold to be used
for cleaning off the same and Brother F. Tilson to o^/ersee it.
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February 13, 1909 - Elder H. B. Miller and J. S. McClure to go and talk to Brethem
James Barlow and Wm. Blankenbeckler for non-attendance.

May 7, 1910 - Brother A. J. Bishop to buy wire to fence churchyard and to oversee
putting it up,

December 10, 1910 - Brother A, J. Bishop excluded from fellowship for not agreeing
with the church.

February 11, 1911 - Brother F. M. Tilson appointed as trustee of the church. He
was given the privilege to take a text and preach when or where the Lord may
diirect his mind.

June 10, 1911 - Sister —- excluded from fellowship for false accusations
against the church,

December 8, 1912 - Elder H. B, Miller to write a letter to Brother J. W. Taylor
about .ioining the Odd Fellcws,

April 10, 1913 - Brother J. W. Taylor excluded from fellowship for joining the
Odd Fellows.

Dctober 11, 1913 - Charles N. Tilson received as a candidate for baptism.

September 12, 19lU - Preaching by Elders H, B. Miller and R. D. Martin, Received
Alice W, Miller by letter. H. B. Miller, Moderator.

May 15, 1916 - Mary (Polly) Cook joined the church by experience.

Jfarch 8, I92U - Brethern J. A. Bartley and R. L. Hill to look after buying roofing
to cover the church house.

May 10, 192ii - ''•fessengers to invite sister churches to our commxmion: Elders H. T,

Barker and H. B. Miller, Tumbling Creek; Elder H. B. Miller and S. McClure to
Hopkins View,

May 11, 192U - Sunday Morning - Sister Ada Walton baptized by Eldeis H, B. Miller
and H, T. Barker,

July 10, 192h - Preaching by Ejuders H.B. Miller and H. T. Barker. H, B. Miller,
Moderator,

August 9, I92U - ^^essengers elected to Aaeociation: Elders H. B. Miller, H. T. Barker,
and C. N. Tilson,

November 8, 192U - Preaching by Elders C. N. -I'ilson and H. B. Miller , H, B. Miller,
Moderator.

April 11, 1925 - Messengers to invite sister churches to communion: Elder H. B.

Miller to Rush Creek. H. B. Miller, Moderator.

July 11, 1925 - Elders H. B. Miller, H. T. Barker, C. N. Tilson appointed
messengers to Hopkins View Church, September 18-19, 192^. H. B. Miller, Moderator.

June 12, 1926 - Ordination of Hugh M. Blevins:

Elders J. A. Cave J. B. Johnson c. N. •'ilson G. W. Barker
H. B. Miller S. T. Heath H, T. Barker

July 10, 1926 - H. B, Miller, Moderator
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February 12, 1927 - H. B. Miller, Moderator.

July 9, 1927 - Messengers appointed to Association at Rush Creek: Elders H. B.
^ller, H. T. Barker, C. N. Tilson, F. ^. Blevins.

July 7, 1928 - Elder H. B. Miller elected messenger to Association at St. Glairs
Bottom on third Sxinday in September.

October 13, 1928 - Preaching by Elder H. B. Miller. H. B. Miller, Moderator.

July 13, 1929 - Elders H. B. Miller, H. T. Barker, C. N. Tilson, H. M. Blevins
appointed messengers to represent us at the Association to be held at
Tumbling Creek.

July 12, 1930 - Elder H. B. MHier and six others appointed messengers to the
Association,

(This is the last entry in the church minutes noted for
Elder H. B. Miller. He was then 87 years of age.)

St. Clairs Bottom Church
(before the fence was removed from
around the cemetery

)
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CIVIL WAR RECORD OF HARRISON BAKER TOLLER

Service File No. 1897, Confederate Service

garrison Baker Mller, Company A, 26th Regiment, North Carolina Infantry;
enlisted May 17, 1861, from Ashe County, North Carolina; prisoner July 3, 1863,
at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, (Confederate States Army: Moore's Roster of
North Carolina Troops, Volune 2, page 36^),

He was a musician (drurniiier) in Company A, 26th Regiment, Infantry State
Troops, He enlisted May 17, I86l, at Jefferson, N. C» through A. B. Cox for
12 monthSo He was mustered into service on August 31, l86l; paid by Major
Cannon August 31 and November-December, l86lj September-October I86l through
A. N, McMillan for one year; paid for one year by A, McMillan; paid by
Major J.B. Boone to October 31, l86l; at Jefferson March and April 1862 for
three years* enlistment through A. N. McT-iillan.

He was captured at Gettysburg on July 3, 1863; he was still a prisoner of
war in May and June 1861;

,

His name was on the rolls of prisoners at Fort McHenry, Maryland in July,
1863. He was received at Fort Delaware in Delaware on July 7, I863. He was
sent to Point Lookout, Maryland on October 18, 1863; he was on a muster roll
of a detachment of paroled and exchanged prisoners (released) on February 2ii,

1865, at Camp Lee, Virginia,



{



V ' '
. ..

>

1|W
Vj ^ '^v>. T

i

mi^l ".t'l l IW H*

N
<5s

- V

t

il

from

TTIE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Record Grcup No.









^1 I

0
-ft.

_

•
.u ^

^ ll
15-

a

M

I h

3:.





STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

DEPARTMENT OF THE STATE AUDITOR

RALEIGH

HENRY L BRIDGES
Jan. 15, 1964

Dear

Moore* 8 Roster of North Carolina Troops, Con-
federate States Army J Volume 2, page 365 » shows:

HARPaSOK MILLER, COMPANY A ...26th REGIMENT,

NORTH CAROLINA INFANTRY; enlisted lAay 17, IB6I

from ASHE COU::TYj prisoner July 3, IB63 at Gettys

burg (Pa.)

Records from Moore's Roster of M. C. Troops, C.^^,

are accepted for membership in the United Daughters of the
Confederacy.

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs. M. R, Horrie, Pension Clerk
Confederate Pension Bureau





GETTYSBURG

On approaching the town of Gettysburg, one is imnressed by the calm and

quietness of the lar^e fields surrounded by woods along the highway. Suddenly, as

his thoufrhts turn to the struggle which took place there, he can visualize the

soldiers in blue and grey running and sweating in the hot July sun and can even
"hear" the rifle shots and the cries of the wounded men.

The trees, fences, some of the bi.ildings around the tcwn have changed, and

in some places they say that the land has been altered. But the streets and the

huge boulders (rocks) on the battlefield are still the same as in 1863. The rocks
which may have been there for thousands of years assure us that we are at the place
where it all hapnened 113 years ago.

Itie Battle of Gettysburg (July 1-3, 1863) can be summed ut3 very briefly by
the hannenings of the last day. On July 3, General Longstreet had tried and failed
to cantu^e "Little Round Top" (location of the big rocks ) which would have given
the Confederate troops a favorable position for viewing and firing into the full
length of the Union line. General Lee then ordered him to attack the center of

the Union line. Every one knows what haopened next. It was a very trave charge
as the three lines of 15,000 soldiers in grey uniforms led by Generals Pickett,
Pettigrew, and Trimble marched across the field of open space from Seminary Ridge
up the hill to Cemetery Ridge, The Union troops mowed them down with artillery and
rifle fire. The few soldiers who were still on their feet to climb and reach the
top of the hill were either killed or captured. Thus, the battle ended. It was
undoubtedly one of the most devastating and bloodiest of Civil War battles. General
Lee was greatly beloved by his soldiers and not one of them at that time or since
has ever blamed him for his terrible mistake.

One cannot but wonder if Grandfather, as a drummer, being among those ttho

reached the top of the hill, was captured at that spot. He stated on his pension
application that he was under General Lee's command and in Pettigrew's Brigade,
He was, of course, in the line led by General Pettigrew on July 3rd, Pettigrew,
for whcffn Grandfather named one of his sons (Jason Pettigrew), had charge of the

nth, 26th , U7th, and 52nd North Carolina Brigades.

One of the most prominent monuments on the Gettysbxirg battlefield is that of
General Robert E. Lee astride his horse at the exact snot from which he viewed the
assault on Cemetery Ridge. The woods along Seminary Ridge behind Lee's statue and
that of the nearby North Carolina State monument are called McMillan's Woods,

probably for A. N. ^cn^iiian of Ashe County,

It cannot be determined from his record in what other battles of the Civil
War Grandfather participated as they are not listed. His record lists him as
being on the honor roll of his regiment for good conduct. He was on active duty
from the day he was mustered into service (August 31, l86l) until his capture at
Gettysburg (July 3, 1863). It seems that he talked very little to his family and
relatives about his experiences in the war. Two instances of which he did speak
are of being starved. Once he and his unit had marched for many hours when they
came to a field of ripe tomatoes. Grandfather ate so many that he became very
ill and for the rest of his life, he could not eat raw or cooked tomatoes, nor
any other food in which tomatoes had been mixed. Another time when his unit had
been on the march all day, they saw a sow with a litter of pigs. One of the fellows
suggested their having roast pig for supper, Grandfaoher told them, "No, I will
not steal a pig, but go on, boys, and I will stay here to have the water boiling,^
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Grandfather's younger brottx'r, Jasopr Marion, enlisted in the war on '^ay 1,

1862, at Jefferson and was with Conroany A, 37th Regiment, N. C. Infantry state
troops. No battle activities are listed on his record but it shows that he was
in the hospital for a leng-h of time with a badly infected hand . He was also
absent from his regiment from May 19 to September 1, 1865, which time coincides
with the period after his father was killed by bushwhackers. He was on a 1865
register of Drisoners received and disposed of (released) by the '^rovost Marshal
General, Army of the Potomac. In 1870, he is shown in the ^'.S, Census of Ashe
County, with his wife, Caroline, living with his mother and two sisters, Josephine
and Alvah, at the old homestead near Jefferson,

After moving to Virginia, Grandfather returned to Gettysburg in 1913 for a

reunion of the North Carolina Civil War veterans. In 1912, he attended a reunion
of veterans at Macon, Georgia. Another souvenir reunion bac^e has no name or place
printed on It. In the attached photo, the silverware was that which he used in
the war or at the reunion at Gettysburg as the letters, "G.Pa." (Gettysburg, Pa.)?
are scratched b;;^ hand on each piece. Grandfather gave these badges to a grandson
with the same birthdate as his (March 2).

Gettysburg is no longer the small, quiet, sleepy village of Civil War days.
In the 1950' s, General Eisenhower bougUa farm and lived near there until his
death. Charlie Weaver, a well-known TV personality, organized and built his
Civil War Muse\im in the center of the town. Both are responsible for the national
recognition which Gettysburg has received on television and in the newspapers.
The town is now a thriving "city" with dozens of motels, hotels, restaurants,
museums, halls, and theaters. There is also a very new National Tower, 300 feet
high, with elevator, from which one may get a bird's eye view of the battlefield.
The Jenny Wade House is still the same as in J\ily 1863. It should be seen by any
of the relatives who plan to visit Gettysbiirg in the future. Jenny Wade was a

young girl in the kitchen baking bread when she was killed instantly by a b\illet
which entered through a wooden door. There are more than 200 bullet holes which
can be counted in the walls of the house.

The National Cemetery is the most beautiful and peaceful spot in the town.
The small white grave markers are arranged in half circles around the spot where
President Abraham Lincoln stood to deliver his famous Gettysb\irg Address on
November 19, 1863, at the dedication of the cemetery. Edward Everett, the main
speaker, spoke for two hours , not a word of which is remembered, Lincoln spoke
only two minutes, an address which can never be forgotten.

"o . • ihai. we. Kejie. huj^hly. /ie>6oX.ve. tkcut ihe^e. dead /ihaMJ. kave rwi
kave di.ed In vcuji; ikat iki^ acubion., undeji Qod, /ikaJJ. kave. a aew
bijiih. pie.ejdjorn, and ihajL iki^ gweyuimea I o(. ike. oeopMe., 6^ iJie

people., and fo/i ike peapie ^kaJJ. noi pejiiAk fLfiom ike ecuiik,

GETTYSBURG will ob-

serve the Bicentennial
Fourth of July by re-enact-

ing the climactic Civil War
battle that occurred there
on July 1-3. 1%3. The new
Battle of Gettysburg, which
will draw units from all

over the country, will be
just part of a four-day pro-
gram the town in planning
for July 2-5.
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rJOTES FOR THE FA-^LY





COUSINS, '^OnSTNS, AMD '-^ORE COUSINS

It is assuned that we all know, more or less, how we are related in our
family to one another. If any confusion exists similar to that of the person
in the clioDing, the illustration following by Josephine Pickens should be
helpful.

Can you help me on a confusing problem? I

came across a distant relative but cannot figure out

if she is a relative or not. This woman's grandfather

was my grandfather's brother on my father's side. I

lost myself at this point and became totally con-

fused. Is she a relative or just a friend? — C. Kretu,

Fort Myers.

The lady is your second cousin.

I Fort Myers (Fla.) News-Press. Wed., March ^^^^

Harrison B. "^iller ----- 'Rrother and Sister ------ Josephine Miller

His daughter,
Elzina MiHer Perry^- - - First Cousins Her son,

-\ ^ ^ Jasper ("Jack") Miller

\ First Cousins ^
once removed

His granddaughter,*^- - - - - Second Cousins ------ Her granddaughter,
Ada Perry Davis ^ ' Josenhine Miller Pickens

\. ^
\ Second Cousins^ ^

/ once removed

His great granddaughter^-^- - Third Cousins - -- -- -- -^ Her great grandson,
Sybil W. Davis _ James Pickens

Each generation advan'-^es F'rst, Second, Third, etc.

Each half p;eneration advances a "once removed."
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FURTHER RESEARCH

The continuation of Aunt Adeline Vannoy's history of our family has

necessitated further research and study, as time and opportunity allow, in the
areas of:

1) U. S. Censuses of Ashe and V/ilkes Counties, North Carolina, and

Russell County, Virginia, 1790-1880 fl890 Cfensus destroyed by fire);

2) The families of Hubbard, Bear (Bare, Barr, Bahr), Sizemore, and

Utretch/Us saly

;

3) Braddock's Arny (British General Edward Braddock's planned attack on
Fort Duquesne was a disaster, he was killed, and his army was annihilated
except for a handful of survivors who made their way to Kentucky, Their names
might possibly be found);

U) Examination of the Minute Books of the Horse Creek Primitive Baptist
Church, Ashe County, North Carolina*

5) Other areas of research suggested by the family?

When and if authenticated information or interesting family legends/
traditions are found through the above research, they will be transmitted by a

family letter to those who have purchased a copy of the history.

Should errors be noted in dates and facts as present-ed in the history,
your kindness in bringing them to the attention of any one of the compilers
listed on the title page will be greatly appreciated. These errors will be
corrected in an issue of the family news letter. Any help from family members
with the research indicated above will be received with gratitude.

Perhaps, in the Year of our Lord 2000, one of the family descendants will
become interested or inspired to carry this family line further at which time
it could be coinputerized for accuracy and completeness. With that end in view,
the grandchildren and great-grandchildren are requested to fill in pertinent
information about themselves and their children on the pages provided for that
purpose in the immediate family section, ^f more pages are necessary, please
continue your family data on additional pages and insert them in the proper
sequence with your grandparents.

It is also suggested that you save the national and local newspapers on the
day your ch'^ld is bom so that when he is of age {16 years up)^ he may read with
interest and appreciation the happenings in the news and the progress of the
world which was new at the time of his birth.

rind, lo, 0 am wUk uoa aJjvau, even urvto t^ie end of ilie a>oAld. nmeit.
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