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Above
Mating Juniper Shieldbugs (Cyphostethus tristriatus) on Lawson’s Cypress, Tipperary, 18
June 2019, photograph: Larry Doherty (Alamy).

In 1995, Cyphostethus tristriatus was collected by the author on a Lawson’s Cypress in his
back garden in Castleknock (County Dublin). It was the first Irish record since Tardy
collected the species in eastern Ireland in the early eighteen hundreds.

Further information will be found in O’Connor, J. P. and Ashe, P. (1996) Elasmostethus
tristriatus (F.) (Hem., Acanthosomatidae), confirmed as an Irish species. Entomologist’s
Monthly Magazine 132: 314.

The Front Cover
Red-headed Cardinal Beetle (Pyrochroa serraticornis), Tipperary, 26 May 2018, photograph:
Larry Doherty (Alamy).

The first Irish record dates from 1863 when Furlong found Pyrochroa serraticornis at
Adare Demense (County Limerick) (Haliday ms). Subsequently, Bouskell reported larvae and
an adult from Caragh Lake (County Kerry) in 1903. In June 1982, this striking species was
rediscovered in Ireland by the author and his wife Mary when they collected adults at two
sites (Counties Carlow and Wexford).

Further information will be found in O’Connor, J. P. and O’Connor, M. A. (1984) Two
recent Irish records of Pyrochroa serraticornis (Scopoli) (Col., Pyrochroidae).
Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine 120: 54.
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Title page
A torymid wasp (Hymenoptera) by the famous Irish entomologist Alexander H. Haliday
(1806-1870). It is one of a number of figures of Hymenoptera drawn by him for Francis
Walker and was published in volume 1 of The Entomologist (1841-1842). Haliday’s
authorship is indicated by a shamrock on each plate. A selection of these figures were used as
illustrations on the front cover of A Bibliography of Irish Entomology.

Contents page
Ilustration of an Ichneumonid Wasp (Banchus species) by M. G. Fitton. For further
information on these insects see O’Connor, J. P., Nash, R. and Fitton, M. G. (2007) A
catalogue of the Irish Ichneumonidae (Hymenoptera: Ichneumonoidea). Occasional
Publication of the Irish Biogeographical Society Number 10: 310pp.
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PLATE 1. Details from plate 588 and accompanying text of Banchus farrani Curtis (now B.
volutatorius) from volume 3 (1836) of Curtis, J. (1824-1839) British entomology: being
illustrations and descriptions of the genera of insects found in Great Britain and Ireland:
containing coloured figures from nature of the most rare and beautiful species, and in many
instances of the plants upon which they are found.



Bibliography of Irish Insects (1802-2020)

Introduction

In 1979, Professor Bryan Beirne published An Annotated and Classified Bibliography of
Irish Entomology (to 1948 for Lepidoptera: 1946 for other orders). This was followed by A
Bibliography of Irish Entomology (Ryan, O’Connor and Beirne, 1984) which was dedicated
to the memory of James N. Halbert. Ryan and O’Connor added references to Beirne’s
original compilation up to a cut-off point of 1980. Corrections were also made. As the second
work proved popular with entomologists, the First Supplement to A Bibliography of Irish
Entomology was subsequently published (O’Connor, Ashe and Walsh, 2005). It covered the
period 1981-2000 for journals already abstracted and was dedicated to the memory of Bryan
Beirne who had died in 1998. New journals were added along with some books. Books had
not been included in the previous volumes.

After retirement from the National Museum of Ireland, the author compiled the Second
Supplement to A Bibliography of Irish Entomology (O’Connor, 2012). This volume covered
the period 2001-2011. It was dedicated to the memory of my deceased parents Patrick and
Mary O’Connor.

The Covid-19 crisis provided the opportunity to continue the bibliographic research.
Originally, the author only planned to make PDFs of A Bibliography of Irish Entomology and
its two supplements available on the Irish Biogeographical Society’s website. Despite the use
of a modern scanner, the PDF of the Bibliography was of poor quality and the text had to be
retyped. The Supplements (1981-2011) were then retyped and all three works combined.
Errors were corrected, spaces eliminated and new references added including more books.
The literature was extended back to 1802 and updated to 2020. The typed text was then
converted into the present book Bibliography of Irish insects (1802-2020) to be made
available for download as a searchable PDF Occasional Electronic Publication of the Irish
Biogeographical Society Number 2 from the Irish Biogeographical Society’s web site
<http://www.irishbiogeographicalsociety.com/>.

James P. O’Connor
23 February 2023

*1



James P. O’Connor

Layout and use

References are grouped into 20 chapters. An asterisk has been added to the names in the
chapter headings so that they can be easily searched for within the PDF using the alt + f
function when the asterisk is used (e.g. *Diptera, *General). In each chapter, references are
arranged by author listed alphabetically and chronologically. Some have annotations after
them in brackets, providing additional information on content. Where the author(s) of an
entry are exactly the same as in the preceding one, the name(s) are replaced by a line f
the initials are different, the name(s) are given in full. As references are listed in full on each
page, insect silhouettes have been used as spacers. One indicates a page break while four end

a chapter.

Some abbreviations have been used viz. (1) for orders in the annotations (Table 1), (2) for
the most frequently cite journals or those with very long titles (Table 2). A list of the journals
which contained references to Irish insects is given in the Appendix.

TABLE 1. Abbreviations used for insect orders (past and present)
The following are only given in full: Aphaniptera, Aptera, Archaeognatha, Diplura,
Mecoptera, Microcoryphia, Phthiraptera, Protura, Semblidae, Thysanura and Zygentoma

Anop. = Anoplura Megal. = Megaloptera
Apt. = Apterygota Neur. = Neuroptera
Col. = Coleoptera Odon. = Odonata

Coll. = Collembola Orth. = Orthoptera
Derm. = Dermaptera Plec. = Plecoptera
Dicty. = Dictyoptera Psoc. = Psocoptera
Dipt. = Diptera Siphon. = Siphonaptera
Eph. = Ephemeroptera Strep. = Strepsiptera
Hem. = Hemiptera Thysan. = Thyanoptera
Hym. = Hymenoptera Trich. = Trichoptera

Lep. = Lepidoptera
Mall. = Mallophaga

TABLE 2. Journal abbreviations used in the text.

Ann. Rept. N.I. = Annual Report on Research and Technical Work of the Ministry of
Agriculture in Northern Ireland

Entomologist’s mon. Mag. = The Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine

Entomologist’s Rec. J. Var. = The Entomologist’s Record and Journal of Variation

Ir. Nat. J. = Irish Naturalists’ Journal

Ir. Nat. = The Irish Naturalist

J.D. Ag. & T.I. for Ire. = Journal of the Department of Agriculture & Technical Instruction
for Ireland

Verh. Internat. Verein. Limnol. = Verhandlungen der Internationale Vereinigung fur
Theoretische und Angewandte Limnologie
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Access to references

Many of the references contained in this Bibliography may be accessed using the internet
particularly through websites such as JSTOR <https://www.jstor>, ResearchGate
<https://www.researchgate.net>, Google books <https://books.google.ie/>, the Biodiversity
Heritage Library <https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org> and the Irish Biogeographical
Society < http://www.irishbiogeographicalsociety.com/>.

Other useful sources are the National Library of Ireland, the Royal Dublin Society, the
Royal Irish Academy, the entomological library of the National Museum of Ireland - Natural
History, the entomological library of the Natural History Museum London, the British
Library, the Royal Entomological Society of London and the entomological library of the
Natural History Museum, Oxford. Useful holdings will be also found in the Irish universities,
the National Museums Northern Ireland and the Department of Agriculture, Food and the
Marine.

Acknowledgements

The author wishes to thank "Professor Bryan Beirne, 1Dr Paddy Ashe, Dr Jim Ryan and
John Walsh for their considerable input; the National Museum of Ireland including Nigel
Monaghan, Raghnall O Floinn, "Dr Colm O’Riordan, "Breand4n O’Riordain and Dr Pat
Wallace for encouraging and supporting my entomological research; the librarian staff of the
National Museum of Ireland, the Department of Department of Agriculture, Food and the
Marine, the National Library of Ireland, the Natural History Museum, London, the Royal
Entomological Society of London, the Royal Dublin Society, the Royal Irish Academy and
University College Dublin for tracing and providing literature. I am also very grateful to Dr
Paddy Ashe, Emeritus Professor Tom Bolger, Emeritus Associate Professor Declan Murray

and John Walsh for reading the manuscript and for their valuable comments on it. In addition,
I wish to thank Caitriona Carlin, Larry Doherty and Martin Gammell for their beautiful
photographs; Robert Nash for the Curtis plate and text; Dr Mike Fitton for his drawing of
Banchus. Most of the silhouettes were provided by Alamy (RAFI RONNY WAZIER
RONNY WAZIER).

PLATE 2. Section of the Entomological Library of the National Museum of Ireland —
Natural History. The volumes shown are of the Entomologist’s Record & Journal of
Variation (1890-1918). The beautiful binding was the work of the Museum Book Binder. The
volume in black is a more recent replacement of a missing one. Photograph: J. P. O’Connor.
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PLATE 3. The National Museum of Ireland — Natural History, Dublin (aka The Natural
History Museum or the Dead Zoo). Photograph: J. P. O’Connor.
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