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Taxonomy

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Chordata Actinopterygii Pleuronectiformes Soleidae

Scientific Name:  Soleichthys tubiferus (Peters, 1876)

Synonym(s):

• Solea tubifera Peters, 1876

Taxonomic Source(s):

Eschmeyer, W.N., Fricke, R., and Ven der Laan, R. (eds.). 2017. Catalog of Fishes: genera, species,

references. Updated 01 December 2017. Available at:

http://researcharchive.calacademy.org/research/ichthyology/catelog/fishcatmain.asp.

Assessment Information

Red List Category & Criteria: Data Deficient ver 3.1

Year Published: 2020

Date Assessed: August 13, 2019

Justification:

This small-sized flatfish is known from few specimens collected from the western Mascarenes. It is

generally found in nearshore, soft-bottom habitats associated with coral reefs. At Reunion, it has been

considered rare with probable declines due to human activities; given the lack of specimens, there is no

way of knowing population trends for this species. As habitat information and specific threat

information are not available, this species is listed as Data Deficient. Research is needed to determine its

geographic distribution and habitat requirements; these data are necessary to help determine the

potential impacts of anthropogenic threats.

Geographic Range

Range Description:

Soleichthys tubiferus is known from Réunion and Mauritius (Letourneur et al. 2004, Randall and Munroe

2008, Fricke et al. 2009). It has also been reported from Viet Nam (Voronina et al. 2016), but this

requires verification.

Country Occurrence:

Native, Extant (resident): Mauritius (Mauritius (main island)); Réunion

FAO Marine Fishing Areas:

Native: Indian Ocean - western
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Distribution Map
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Population
Population data are limited. It is considered rare in Réunion (Fricke et al. 2009).

Current Population Trend:  Unknown

Habitat and Ecology (see Appendix for additional information)

This is a demersal, marine species that inhabits the soft substrates of coastal bays (Letourneur et al.

2004, Fricke et al. 2009, Voronina et al. 2016).

Systems:  Marine

Use and Trade (see Appendix for additional information)

No use and trade information.

Threats
This species is considered sensitive to fishing and various anthropogenic pressures such as

eutrophication and pollution in Réunion (Fricke et al. 2009).

Conservation Actions (see Appendix for additional information)

There are no known species-specific conservation measures; however, its range overlaps with a number

of marine protected areas such as Balaclava Marine Park, Mauritius and Hon Cau-Vinh Hao, Vietnam

(IUCN and UNEP-WCMC 2018).
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External Resources
For Supplementary Material, and for Images and External Links to Additional Information, please see the
Red List website.

© The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species: Soleichthys tubiferus – published in 2020.
https://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2020-1.RLTS.T123503861A123517900.en

4

www.iucnredlist.org
www.protectedplanet.net
https://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2020-1.RLTS.T123503861A123517900.en
https://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2020-1.RLTS.T123503861A123517900.en
http://www.iucnredlist.org/info/terms-of-use
https://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2020-1.RLTS.T123503861A123517900.en
https://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2020-1.RLTS.T123503861A123517900.en


Appendix

Habitats
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Habitat Season Suitability
Major
Importance?

9. Marine Neritic -> 9.5. Marine Neritic - Subtidal Sandy-Mud Resident Suitable Yes

Conservation Actions in Place
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Conservation Action in Place

In-place land/water protection

Occurs in at least one protected area: Yes
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