*Not seen in original.

ON A NEW RECORD OF METAPENAEUS STEBBING! NOBILI,
IN INDIAN WATERS : :

THE geographical distribution of Metapenaeus stebbingi is limited, Tt is known
to occur in the Red Sex and Suez (Nobili 1904 and 1906, Tattersall 1921 and Burken-
road 1934), Delagoa Bay of South Africa (Barnard 1950) and off Karachi in Pakis-
tan (Tirmizi 1962).

Thirty-five males and sixty females o M. stebbingi, measuring 56-90 mm. and
57-113 mm, respectively were collected from the inshore waters of Kutch (Gulf of
Kutch) during July 1961-June 1962, [t was found mixed with other commercial
species of prawns in the catches of gunfa (stake-net). This species is recorded for
Bhe ﬁlr;lt time from the Indian waters and thus extends the limits of its geographical

istribution,

Specimens in fresh condition are greyish and faintly speckled. They agree in
general with the description of the species given by the earlier authors, except in
the presence, in males, of an upturned spinous projection on either side of the stem
of the petasma, a little above the joint with the pleopod (Fig. 1).

Tirmizi (1962) claims to have noticed differences in the structure of the petasma
and thelycum from that described by the earlier authors. But all the structural



NOTES in

dctg:ls noticed by Tirmizi (1962) are dlsoermblc in the figures given by Tattersall
(1921)

FiG. 1. Petasma of Mefapengeus stebbingi Nobili, 1,2 & 3, lateral projection ; 4, apical
styliform process ; 3, lateral stylet;” 6, spinous projection.
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