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Record of three species of flying fish from Mumbai waters

On 26-5-07, a shoal of flying fish was landed by

trawler at New Ferry Wharf. The total catch

weighed about 50 kg.

The species Hirundichthys oxycephalus

dominated with 70% of the total catch followed by

Cheilopogon suttoni (25%), and C. nigricans (5%)

(Plate 1-3). The catch was taken to the local market

and sold at the rate of Rs.30/Kg.

Plate 1. Cheilopogon nigricans (Bennett, 1840)
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Juveniles of S.orientalis

The S. orientalis catches were sold at the rate of

Rs 30-40 per kg in the landing center and when the

catch was heavy, the fishermen transported the catch

to Kasimedu landing center to realize better return.

Most of the catches were consumed locally.

Plate 2. Cheilopogon suttoni (Whitley & Colefax, 1938)

Flyingfish is a tropical pelagic fish and they

probably migrate towards shallow water areas near

the shores for food. During the last one week before

the landings, the sea was very turbulent. Turbulence

generally results in transport of nutrients from deeper

waters, inducing increased planktonic production and

hence the occurrence.
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On the first record of Pig eye shark, Carcharhinus amboinensis
(Muller & Henle, 1839) from Karnataka

The pig eye shark, Carcharhinus amboinensis is a
requiem shark found in tropical waters between

latitudes 260 N and 260 S, from the surface to 150m.

On 4th November 2006, a pig eye shark was
caught by a trawler operating off Mangalore at a depth
of 60-80m. This species is recorded for the first time

On an unusual heavy landing of Koth, Otolithoides biauritus
(Cantor, 1850) at Arnala, Thane, Maharashtra

Arnala landing centre of Thane district is one of
the major mechanized landing centres of

Maharashtra where about 375 dol-netters are operated.
Two types of dol-netters, viz, single day fishing and
multi-day fishing units are operated from here. Single
day fishing units are of small mesh size in the range

of 15 to 25 mm and are locally called as dolkar. Multi-
day fishing units are with nets of large mesh size
ranging from 60 to 70 mm and are locally known as
paplate jal / karli jal. On 19-10-2006, one-multiday
dol-netter landed 2810 Kg. of Koth, Otolithoides
biuaritus.

in Karnataka waters.

Total length of the shark was 2m, weighing 500kg.
The specimen was a pregnant female shark which was
caught during night operation. The morphometric
characters are given in the Table 1.

D.G. Jadhav and C.J. Josekutty,
MRC of Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Mumbai

Landing of thresher sharks at Chennai

Six numbers (four males and two females) of the
thresher shark Alopias pelagicus of total length

ranging from 243-294 cm and weighing 50-60 kg each

Shoba Joe Kizhakudan, S. Rajapackiam and S. Rajan,
Madras Research Centre of Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Chennai

were landed by gill nets at Kasimedu fish landing
centre in Chennai on 12-07-2007.

S.D. Kamble, Sujit Sundaram, Miriam Paul Sreeram and J.D. Sarang, Mumbai Research centre of

Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Mumbai.

Plate 3. Hirundichthys oxycephalus (Bleeker, 1852)


