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which rarely frequent the inshore waters. This
species is an important game fish in northern South
America (Fishbase). Reported to attain a size of
75 cm, the adults of this species appear to be more
strictly oceanic when compared to the common
dolphinfish, C. hippurus. This species is observed

to form schools, which follow the moving boats and
sometimes found to occur under floating objects in
the open sea. It is found to feed on small fishes
and oceanic squids. Spawning occurs in oceanic
waters and the eggs and larvae are pelagic. Always
it is marketed in fresh condition and considered an
excellent food fish.

Length measurements of the 15 specimens
were taken. The total length ranged between
232 and 321 mm with an average size of
289.9 ± 26.36 mm and weighed between 137 and
251 g with an average weight of 202 g. Sex ratio
of 25% for females and 75% for males  were
noticed. Most of the ovaries were observed to be
in maturing stages.

Fig. 1. Coryphaena equiselis

First record of scalloped ribbonfish Zu cristatus (Bonelli, 1819) at Chennai

S. Mohan, S. Selvanidhi and S. Rajapackiam
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A specimen of scalloped ribbonfish, Zu cristatus
(Fig. 1.) was landed by trawlnet at Kasimedu Fish
Landing Centre at Chennai on 25.02.2009. This is
the first record of the species along the Chennai
coast. This specimen measured 75 cm in total length
and weighed 408 g. The dorsal soft rays were
counted as 125. The colour of the fish was silver
grey but comparatively paler along the ventral region,
dorsal fin scarlet; caudal fin reddish black. The
scalloped ribbonfish is reported to have a common
distribution along the coasts of Eastern Atlantic,
South Africa, Western Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico, Indo-
Pacific and  Eastern Pacific.

Unusual catch rates of cuttlefish in a multiday trawler
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Cuttlefish is one of the commercially important
group of cephalopods caught by multi-night trawlers
along the coast of Karnataka. The catch rate of
cuttlefish in multiday trawlers varies from <5 kg/haul

during December-April period to 50-300 kg/haul
during the peak fishing season in August-
September. On December 8, 2008, a multi-night
trawler (15 m overall length) landed record catch of

Fig. 1. Zu cristatus


