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Our Vision

QOur Mission

Our Values

Our Priorities

= 4 Bureau

of Land Management

To enhance the quality of life for all citizens through
the balanced stewardship of America’s public lands
and resources.

To sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of
the public lands for the use and enjoyment of
present and future generations.

To serve with honesty, integrity, accountability,
respect, courage, and commitment to make
a difference.

To improve the health and productivity of the land

to support the BLM mulciple-use mission.

To cultivate community-based conservation,
citizen-centered stewardship, and partnership
through consultation, cooperation, and
communication.

To respect, value, and support our employees,

 giving them resources and opportunities to succeed.

To pursue excellence in business practices,
improve accountability to our stakeholders,
and deliver better service to our customers.

BLM/CA/ES-2004-005 + 1790 -1600



United States

Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
22835 Calle San Juan De Los Lagos
Moreno Valley, CA 92553

January, 2005

Dear Reader:

Enclosed is the Final Environmental Impact Report and Statement (Final EIR/S) for the
West Mojave Plan. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM), the federal lead agency, has
prepared the Final EIR/S in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
The County of San Bernardino and the City of Barstow, the California lead agencies, have
prepared the Final EIR/S in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

This Final EIR/S is a comprehensive environmental analysis of seven alternatives
(including the No Action Alternative) that address compliance with the federal and California
endangered species acts (FESA and CESA, respectively).

The purpose of the West Mojave Plan is to develop management strategies for the desert
tortoise, Mohave ground squirrel and over 100 other sensitive plants and animals that would
conserve those species throughout the western Mojave Desert, while at the same time
establishing a streamlined program for compliance with the regulatory requirements of FESA
and CESA. Agencies, local jurisdictions and others with a stake in the future of the western
Mojave Desert have collaborated in the development of the West Mojave Plan.

The public devoted substantial effort to providing in-depth review and input on the Draft
EIR/S. During the 90-day public review of the Draft EIR/S, which ended on September 12,
2003, commentators submitted nearly 300 letters. These offered numerous suggestions,
comments and opinions concerning the Draft EIR/S. Responses to comments are presented in
Chapter 6 of the Final EIR/S, and copies of all letters received can be found on the attached
compact disk.

The text of the Final EIR/S includes a number of changes and corrections suggested by
commentators. Where the text of the Final EIR/S differs from that presented in the Draft EIR/S,
a vertical black line in the left-hand margin indicates the location of the modified or clarified
text. A summary of these modifications follows. Because most of the changes consisted of
minor modifications, only a selection is presented below.

e Conservation Area adjustments
0 Pisgah Crater (western portion dropped, expansion to northeast)
0 North Edwards (some lands excluded)
0 Alkali Mariposa Lily (realigned to capture the Amargosa Creek drainage, drop



interim conservation areas)
e Biological Transition Areas eliminated (portions added to DWMA)
e New biological objectives for several species
e Tortoise Survey Zones — minor modifications
e Fee Zones — minor modifications
e BLM DWMA Multiple Use Class M Lands changed to Class L
e Revised Monitoring and Adaptive Management Table
e Additional discussion of cumulative impacts
e Appendix C.1 (Implementation Tasks, Costs and Priorities) Revision
e Compact Disk Additions — species accounts, vegetation map, Draft EIR/S comment
letters
e BLM Route Designation
0 Adoption of Competitive “C” Routes Northwest of Spangler Open Area
Route Openings in Summit Range
Route closures in Fremont Kramer Tortoise DWMA to Offset “C” Routes
Selected closures in small conservation areas
Revised Juniper Subregion route network
“No Action” route network is BLM June 30, 2003 Decision Record

O O0O0OO0O0

The West Mojave Plan proposes a number of amendments to the BLM’s California
Desert Conservation Area Plan. The BLM planning process includes an opportunity for
administrative review through a plan protest to the BLM Director should a previous
commentator on the plan believe that the decision has been issued in error. Only those persons
or organizations that participated in the planning process may protest. Protests from parties
having no previous involvement will be denied without further review. A protesting party may
raise only those issues that were submitted for the record during the planning process. New
issues raised in the protest period should be directed to the BLM, California Desert District
Manager, 22835 Calle San Juan De Los Lagos, Moreno Valley, CA 92553 for consideration in
plan implementation, as potential plan amendments, or as otherwise appropriate. The period for
filing protests begins when the EPA publishes in the Federal Register its Notice of Receipt of the
West Mojave Plan Final EIR/S. To be considered “timely” the protest must be postmarked no
later than the last day of the 30-day protest period. Also, although not a requirement, it is
recommended that the protest be sent by certified mail, return receipt requested. E-mail protests
will not be accepted. Faxed protests will be considered as potential valid protests provided (1)
that the signed faxed letter is received by the BLM Washington Office protest coordinator by the
closing date of the protest period and (2) that the protesting party also provides the original letter
by either regular or overnight mail postmarked by the close of the protest period. Please direct
faxed protests to “BLM Protest Coordinator” at 202-452-5112. Please direct the follow-up letter
to the appropriate address provided below.

Protest must be filed in writing to: Director (210), Attention: Brenda Williams, P.O.
Box 66538, Washington, D.C. 20035, or by overnight mail to: Director (210), Attention:
Brenda Williams, 1620 L Street, N.W., Suite 1075, Washington, D.C. 20036. In order to be
considered complete, the protest must contain, at a minimum, the following information:



1. The name, mailing address, telephone number, and interest of the person filing the
protest.

2. A statement of the issue or issues being protested.

3. A statement of the part or parts of the plan being protested. To the extent possible, this
should be done by reference to specific pages, paragraphs, sections, tables, maps, etc.
included in the Final EIS.

4. A copy of all documents addressing the issue or issues that were submitted during the
planning process or a reference to the date the issue or issues were discussed by you for
the record.

5. A concise statement explaining why the decision of the BLM California State Director is
believed to be incorrect. This is a critical part of the protest. Take care to document all
relevant facts. As much as possible, reference or cite the planning documents,
environmental analysis documents, available planning records (i.e. meeting minutes or
summaries, correspondence, etc.) A protest that merely expresses disagreement with
proposed decision without supporting data will not provide additional basis for the
Director’s review of the decision.

Please note that comments, including names and street addresses of respondents, are
available for public review an/or release under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).
Individual respondents may request confidentiality. Respondents who wish to withhold name
and/or street address from public review or from disclosure under FOIA, must state this
prominently at the beginning of the written comment. Such requests will be honored to the
extent allowed by law. All submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals
identifying themselves as representatives or officials or organizations or businesses, will be
made available for public inspection in their entirety.

The BLM Director will promptly render a decision on the protest. The decision will be
in writing and will be sent to the protesting party by certified mail, return receipt requested. The
decision of the Director shall be the final decision of the Department of the Interior.

Sincerely,

e e

Linda Hansen
District Manager

Enclosure (2 volume set)



Proposed West Mojave Plan
Final Environmental Impact Report and Statement

Federal Lead Agency: U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
California Desert District Office

California Lead Agencies: County of San Bernardino
Land Use Services Department

City of Barstow
Community Development Department

Project Location: Portions of San Bernardino, Inyo, Kern and Los Angeles
Counties, California

For Further Information: Linda Hansen, Bureau of Land Management
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