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78. ATELANTHERA J. D. Hooker & Thomson, J. Proc. Linn. Soc., Bot. 5: 129. 1861. 
异药芥属  yi yao jie shu 

Herbs annual. Trichomes malpighiaceous. Stems erect or ascending, simple basally, branched above. Basal leaves 
not formed; cotyledons persistent, simple, entire. Cauline leaves sessile, cuneate or attenuate, not auriculate, linear, 
entire. Racemes few flowered, ebracteate or rarely lowermost flowers bracteate; rachis slightly flexuous. Fruiting 
pedicels slender, ascending or divaricate. Sepals oblong, caducous, erect, sparsely pubescent with malpighiaceous 
trichomes, base of lateral pair not saccate. Petals white becoming purplish, longer than sepals; blade narrowly 
spatulate, apex retuse; claws well developed. Stamens 6, erect, strongly tetradynamous; filaments filiform, not 
dilated at base; anthers narrowly oblong, apiculate at apex, median pairs 1-lobed, lateral pair 2-lobed, sagittate. 
Median glands absent; lateral glands 1 on each side of lateral stamen. Ovules 10–25 per ovary. Fruit dehiscent 
siliques, linear, terete or slightly flattened and latiseptate; valves papery, with an obscure midvein, pubescent with 
malpighiaceous trichomes, smooth; gynophore absent; replum rounded; septum complete, membranous; style to 1 
mm; stigma capitate, subentire. Seeds uniseriate, wingless, oblong, plump; seed coat minutely reticulate, not 
mucilaginous when wetted; cotyledons accumbent, long persistent. 
One species: Afghanistan, China, Kashmir, Pakistan, Tajikistan. 
Atelanthera is the only genus in the Brassicaceae in which the median stamens have 1-lobed anthers. 
1. Atelanthera perpusilla J. D. Hooker & Thomson, J. Proc. 
Linn. Soc., Bot. 5: 138. 1861. 

异药芥  yi yao jie 

Atelanthera contorta Gilli; A. pentandra Jafri. 
Herbs annual, slender, (1–)3–10 cm tall. Stems erect, 
usually simple at base, branched above, sparsely to 
densely pubescent, usually glabrescent above. Basal 2 
leaves represent persistent cotyledons. Cauline leaves 
linear or narrowly oblong, sessile, (0.5–)1–2(–3) cm × 
(0.5–)1–3 mm, pubescent with malpighiaceous 
trichomes, base cuneate, margin entire, apex obtuse. 
Racemes 2–5-flowerd, lax. Fruiting pedicels 1–4(–6) 
mm, slender, narrower than fruit. Sepals 2–3 × 0.7–1 
mm, densely pubescent with malpighiaceous trichomes, 
membranous margin to 0.1 mm wide, apex obtuse, 
membranous. Petals white becoming purplish, narrowly 
spatualte, 3–4.5 × 0.7–1 mm; claw to 2 mm. Filaments 
white, 2–3 mm; anthers narrowly oblong, 0.4–0.5 mm. 
Fruit linear, terete or slightly compressed, 1.3–2.5 cm × 
0.6–1 mm; valves densely pubescent with 
malpighiaceous trichomes; style 0.5–1 mm. Seeds 
brownish, ovoid, somewhat plump, 0.7–1 × ca. 0.5 mm. 
Gravelly or sandy beds, among stones, sandy slopes; 2400–3100 m. 
Xizang [Afghanistan, Kashmir, Pakistan, Tajikistan]. 
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