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Fraser South Rhododendron Society 
 is a chapter of  the  

   American Rhododendron Society 

 
http://frasersouthrhodos.ca 

 
Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the third  
Wednesday of each month (excerpt June, 
July, August) at: 
 
Langley Mennonite Fellowship Church 
20997 40th Ave. 
Langley, B.C. 

 
Map :  https://goo.gl/maps/ZB1m1jnF9DP2 

 
 

 
 
 

This Month 
 
Ole Jonny Larsen (see page 16 for Bio) from 
Norway will present “Rhododendron Species 
Culture in Scandinavia”.  
 
The interest in Rhododendron culture is high 

in Scandinavia, especially along the coast 

lines. The Norwegian west coast (where I 

live) have among the best climates in Europe 

for growing Rhododendrons, after the British 

islands. Collectors in Denmark and Norway 

have been doing lots of research over the 

last decades to test out which species can 

be grown, and the results have been 

surprising. Especially in western Norway the 

so-called big leaved species have had focus 

over the last years. One of my special 

interests are American native species. This 

speech will also show lots of rare and newly 

introduced species, now being tested out in 

Scandinavia.  

 

  Date: Wednesday, March 20th, 2019.  
 
  Kitchen Duties:  Nancy Moore & 
          Gerald Nemanishen 
 
 Plant Sales: Kirsten Martin 
 
R. praevernum  

http://frasersouthrhodos.ca/
https://goo.gl/maps/ZB1m1jnF9DP2
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FSRS 30th Anniversary  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            

 
 
The Calendar 

Fraser South Rhododendron Society 
Wednesday March 20, 2019. Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Langley Mennonite Church 

Ole Jonny Larsen from Norway, The Rhododendron 
Species Culture in Scandinavia 
 

Vancouver Rhododendron Society  
Thursday March 21, 2019 6:30 pm VanDusen 
Gardens 5251 Oak Street at West 37th Avenue 

(access off West 37th), Vancouver, BC 

 
See Page 17 for presentation description 

Ole Jonny Larsen from Norway, “Plant Hunting - the 
experience of an amateur”.  Refreshments 
(wine/cheese etc.) at 6:30, speaker at 7:30 PM.  
Visitors welcome – Non-members $10 at the door (no 
advance registration required and fee dropped if 
membership is purchased). Free admission for FSRS 
members. 

Fraser South Rhododendron Society 
Wednesday April 17, 2019. Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Langley Mennonite Church 
 

Ron Long, The Unique Botany of Southern Oregon 
Ron was the sciences photographer at Simon Fraser 
University for thirty-six years. Now retired, Ron travels 
extensively to botanic hotspots around the world and 
enjoys sharing his experiences and photographs with 
interested 

2 0 1 8  O F F I C E R S  

President:  Colleen Bojczuk     604-826-4221 

Past Pres:  Evelyn Jensen      604-857-5663 

Vice Pres:  Jim Worden      604-541-4754 

Secretary:  Barbara Mathias      778-580-6404 

Treasurer:  Harold Fearing     604-857-4136 

Directors:  Caroline Feldinger     778-545-8994 

      Gerry Nemanishen     604-826-0166 

     Shawn O’Neill      604-583-1817 

Programme:  Jim Worden      604-541-4754 

Membership: Ginny Fearing           604-857-4136 

Newsletter:  Maureen Worden     604-541-4754 

Librarian:  Gerald Nemanishen       604-826-0166 

Website:  Maureen Worden     604-541-4754 

Hospitality:  Gail Floyd      604-541-2884 

        Lois Williams         604-535-0543 

BCCGC Liaison: Vacant 

 

From the President 
 
      

      Soooo – is it ever going to be spring?  I am 
so anxious to get busy with clean-up, but the 
2 foot piles of snow in the yard are cramping 
my style. There are lots of bulbs coming up 
under the hedge, the snowdrops are exposed 
again and looking quite perky, and flower 
buds are swelling on the Rhodo. PJM close to 
the house.  Alas though, the perennials I wish 
to split and share are still in dire need of 
thawing , but they should come with a 
vengeance when it warms up  –  pots and 
soil,  trowel and splitting knife are all at the 
ready!  
 
      I’m really looking forward to Mr. Larsen,  
our March speaker  –  not often do we get a 
chance to have an international presenter , 
especially one of such vast experience and 
knowledge.  Anyone who has read his bio 
online will see that we will be very well 
entertained and enlightened.  I’m sure Harold 
will be able to add more to the story after 
hosting him and his wife for the evening.  I 
hope everyone will attend, and please bring 
any interested gardener friends – they won’t 
be disappointed.   

 Colleen B. 
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R. praevernum 

 
 
 
Predominant Flower Color:  White, Pink 
 
Flower/Truss Description:  Campanulate, white, pale to 
deep pink or pinkish lilac, large purple or crimson blotch. 
Open topped truss holds 8-15 flowers. Bloom time:  Very 
Early to Early 
 

   

Reminders 
 
Our raffles help finance chapter activities. 
Please bring your contributions, extra 
plants, garden items, etc. 
 
************************************************ 
Feel free to suggest program topics and/or 

speakers to any member of the executive.  

 
************************************************ 

Submit articles, photos, or suggestions for the 

newsletter or else you will be stuck with the editors 

choices.  

************************************************ 
Speaker reviews are always welcome! 
 
************************************************ 
Members are welcome to send their own “In the 
Garden” photos to the editor for inclusion in the 
YAK.  

From the Editor 
  
Well March has been interesting weather wise. As I 
write this the sun is out but it is hailing. Every time 
I’ve mentioned the “S----G” word the last few 
weeks, the next morning I wake up to the “S--W” 
word. I’m definitely ready to move on so let’s hope 
the meteorologists are correct and a warming trend 
is imminent.  
 
Last year at this time R. praevernum, R.strigillosum, 
and R.pachytrichum were out in full bloom. This 
year, R.praevernum has been trying to bloom since 
early February and has been holding back until 
recently. As you can see from the picture on the 
left, it has decided that Spring (there I said it) is 
here and has started to bloom profusely. 
 
There has been a change in the birdsong the last 
few days and their activity level has moved into 
mating rituals as winter leaves us. A flicker has 
taken up daily residence on our metal chimney top 
and proceeds to send out coded messages to other 
flickers in the vicinity. With the change to daylight 
savings time, the dogs are once again happy they 
can get out after dinner to patrol the back yard and 
chase the bunnies which have once again 
appeared in the yard – don’t know where the 
bunnies spent the winter but they certainly look well 
fed! 
 
You may notice that this month, one of the 
“Reminders” is bolded. I understand that 
contributions to the raffle table have been thin over 
the last couple of months. Please remember that 
the raffles are important to our group and try to 
become a regular contributor to the raffle at the 
monthly meeting. Thank you to all that contribute 
regularly. 
 
The FSRS Plant sale is coming up in April. Please 
keep this in mind as you divide and relocate your 
perennials etc. Potted and labelled contributions 
will be greatly appreciated for the members table at 
the sale. 
 
Last month we visited Wales and this month’s 
travel itinerary takes us to Scandinavia with our 
special speaker from Norway. It promises to be a 
great session so bring a gardening friend or two or 
… to enjoy the trip.  

Maureen  Worden 
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February Speaker Review 
 
     We all were pleased again to welcome Susan Murray to our meeting, and what a visual treat we were 
given!  Twelve historic and renowned gardens in Wales in the springtime – who could ask for more?   
 
The maturity of the plant material, the meticulous care that the gardens were given and the beautiful old 
manor homes were amazing to see.  We  have very little to even remotely compare in our area – our culture 
seems far  more concerned with tear down and build new rather than preserve and protect .The National 
Trust is such a valuable system there, although even so it has its trials. The passion with which the 
gardeners and caretakers kept up the properties, whether large or small, was certainly evident, and we 
could all take a lesson from them.  Thanks again to Susan for sharing such treasures with us. 
 
                                                                                                          Respectfully submitted by Colleen B. 

 
Upcoming Events 
 

Denman Island Home and Garden Tour June 
15-16, 2019 
 
Tickets are now on sale for this enchanting Tour, 
deemed by the Globe & Mail "one of Canada's top 
six horticultural events."  Every two years this 
idyllic island throws open its garden gates, inviting 
the pubic for a rare up-close look at the creativity, 
skill and passion Denman residents pour into their 
properties. 
 
The Denman Conservancy has declared 2019 to 
be The Year of the Wetland, and many of our 
extraordinary properties offer natural and man-
made water features, creating complex, lively 
ecosystems. The famous Des Kennedy Garden is 
a major attraction again this year, and other 
highlights include an organic vineyard (with 
tasting room), a home build from creatively  
 
 
 
 

New member 
 
 
Please welcome new FSRS member Allison 
McConnell who has recently joined our group. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
recycled components, a modern homestead and 
market garden, a couple of oceanfront west-coast 
architectural delights, and an island-style  
chocolate factory. Bloom lovers will not be 
disappointed, either - roses, lilies, and a whole 
host of other blossoms will be found in 
abundance. 
 
This weekend event provides an unforgettable 
experience for lovers of gardens, homes and rural 
charm. Many people return year after year, and 
are never disappointed. Join them! Come for a 
day trip, or book into a cozy B&B and stay for the 
weekend. 
 
Early bird tickets are $18, and can be purchased 
online at http://www.denman-
conservancy.org/home-and-garden-tour/. 
 
 

 
 

http://www.denman-conservancy.org/home-and-garden-tour/
http://www.denman-conservancy.org/home-and-garden-tour/
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From the Archives       
 

The following article originally appeared in the Fraser  
South Newsletter, February 2003 by Brenda MacDonald  
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Editor’s Note: As a follow-up to “From the Archives“ for all the “budding” hybridizers out there, a glossary 
of terms used to identify registered rhododendrons from “The International Rhododendron Register and 
Checklist, Second Edition” (2004) complied by Sr. Alan C. Leslie, International Rhododendron Registrar.  
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From the Garden 
 
 
 

  
           
      Coming out of the freeze 
 

February 2019       March 2019 
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Promises of Blooms 
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Rhododendrons of Sikkim-Himalaya 
 
Rhododendrons of Sikkim-Himalaya based on the explorations by Joseph Dalton Hooker and his findings 
published in 1849.  
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    Ole Jonny Larsen 

 
 Newly retired teacher after 41 years in Norwegian state school 

 Live in Ålesund at the west coast of Norway with my wife Kari 

 Have been on the board of the Norwegian Rhododendron Society for seven years. Leader 
of the society since 2016. 

 Author of books about Rhododendrons and Plant hunter history. 

 Editor of a book about Rhododendron gardens in Norway. 

 Have over many years written several articles for the ARS Journal, The RSF yearbook, The 
Royal Horticultural Society, Rhododendron, magnolia and Camellia yearbook plus 
magazines for Scandinavian Rhododen 

 dron Societies. 

 Often invited as a speaker for Rhododendron societies’ meetings in Norway, Sweden and 
Denmark.  

 One of the main speakers during the ARS 2018 convent in Bremen, Germany 

 Running a small “backyard” nursery producing species Rhododendrons for collectors in 
Norway (and Scandinavia). At the moment the main supplier for this market. 

 Have participated in three plant hunting expeditions to Yunnan and Sichuan, China. 

 Holds one of the biggest collections of Rhododendron species in Norway (and 
Scandinavia). 
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VRS Ole Johnny Larsen presentation – Thursday March 21st 
 

Plant hunting – the experience of an amateur  

I will go through my three expeditions to Yunnan and Sichuan between 2010 – 2016. I will 

show how plant hunting can be done by hard struggle but also the easy way. You do not 

have to be very fit to go plant hunting. There is always a possibility to a “Rhododendron 

Tourist” in China and elsewhere. Plants vary enormously in nature, and even amateurs can 

find interesting things. I will also discuss the new regime which is establishing trough the so-

called Nagoya Protocol.  

 

 

 
 
 


