
Farrukh Basheer 03009447847 www.farrukhbasheer.ga 

Syntax 

The arrangement of words and phrases to create well-formed sentences in a language. 

Deep structure 

 

In transformational grammar) the underlying logical relationships of the elements of a phrase 

or sentence. 

             "Rules of transformation change deep structure into surface structure" 

Surface structure 
Surface structure. a structural representation of the final syntactic form of a sentence, as it 

exists after the transformational component has modified a deep structure. the string of words 

that is actually produced. 

 

Surface Structure : the actual spoken sentence. 

Deep Structure : underlying meaning of the sentence. 

A single deep structure idea can be expressed in many different Surface structures : 

Deep Structure : Boy kisses Girl 

Surface structure : The boy kissed the girl. 

Surface and Deep Structure 

The deep structure gives the semantic component of a sentence, while the surface structure gives 

the proper phonological information to express that thought. 

Structural ambiguity 

Ambiguity that arises from the fact that two or more different syntactic structures can be assigned 

to one string of words. The expression old men and women is structurally ambiguous because it 

has the following two structural analyses: 

(i)  old [men and women] 

(ii) [old men] and women 

1. Recursion is the process of repeating items in a self-similar way. For instance, when the surfaces 

of two mirrors are exactly parallel with each other the nested images that occur are a form of 

infinite recursion. The term has a variety of meanings specific to a variety of disciplines ranging 

from linguistics to logic. 

 

http://www.glottopedia.org/index.php/Ambiguity
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