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Groups Won by Democrats Groups Won by Republicans

Charts, based on 
exit polls, show 
how these groups 
voted for House 
candidates this 
year and for the 
past 14 elections.

Data for 2010 was collected by Edison Research for the National Election Pool, a 
consortium of ABC News, CBS News, CNN, Fox News, NBC News and The 
Associated Press. The voter survey was based on questionnaires completed  by 
17,504 voters leaving 268 polling  places around the nation on Election Day and 
1,601 telephone interviews with absentee and early voters. 

The surveys in 2004, 2006, and 2008 were conducted by Edison Media Research 
and Mitofsky International; from 1994 through 2002 the polls were conducted by 
Voter News Service; in 1990 and 1992 by Voter Research and Surveys; and in 
earlier years by The New York Times and CBS News. 

Direct comparisons from year to year should factor in differences in how the 
questions were asked. Those who voted for third-party candidates are not included. 
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Group and its share of all 2010 voters

Party’s edge in each group, 
in percentage points, 2010

Percent voting for:

No data for intervening year or years
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DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES

REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES

Race

Education

Region

Locality

Politics

Income
and

financial
situation

Gay, lesbian or
bisexual 3%

All age 18-29
11%

Postgraduate 20%

Financial situation 
better 14%

East 21%

50,000 to 500,000 
19%

Moderates 38%

Men age 18-29
6%

Not a high school 
graduate 3%

West 23%

Population more
than 500,000 11%

Liberals 20%

Women age 18-29 
5%

$30,000 to $50,000
19%

Democrats 36%

All Asians 1%All Hispanics 8%

All blacks 10%

Total vote
for House

Men 53%Women 47%

Women age 60
and older 19%

Men age 60 
and older 15%

All age 60 
and older 34%

All age 45-59
33%

All age 30-44
22%

Whites in
the South 17%

All Whites 78%

College graduate 
28%

Some college 30%High school 
graduate 19%

More than
$100,000 26%

More than $50,000
63%

Financial situation 
worse 41%

South 31%Midwest 25%

Rural 13%Suburbs 50%

Conservatives 42%

Republicans 36%

Independents 27%

White Protestants 
44%

Protestants 54%Catholics 25%

Less than $30,000
18%

West East

South

Midwest
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10,000 to 50,000 7%

White born-again
or evangelical 
Christians 25%
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Religion

By MARJORIE CONNELLY

How bad was it for Democrats last
week? By nearly every demographic
measure, the party lost ground, signif-
icantly in some cases.

The result was the largest reshuffling
of the House of Representatives in 50
years. 

For the first time since 1982, when
exit polls began measuring support for
Congressional candidates, Republicans
received a majority of women’s votes.
Two years ago, House Democratic can-
didates won women by 14 points.

Catholics, independents and voters
age 60 and older also sided with Repub-
licans by margins not seen since 1982.

Independent voters, a key to Presi-
dent Obama’s election two years ago,
turned sharply to the G.O.P. Repub-
licans also won more support than usual
from reliably Democratic constituen-
cies: less affluent and less educated vot-
ers, urbanites and voters from the na-
tion’s East and West. A notable ex-
ception was black voters, who contin-
ued to support Democrats in strong
numbers. 

The generational divide exposed in
the 2008 election was more pronounced.
Voters under 30 were the only age
group to support Democrats but made
up just 11 percent of the electorate, typi-
cal for a midterm election. By contrast,
voters aged 60 and older represented 34
percent of voters, their highest propor-
tion in exit polls since 1982.

Experts said that about 42 percent of
voters had cast ballots, which is typical
for a midterm election.

Sometimes by margins not seen since 1982, Democrats lost a long list of voters: Catholics, independents, voters 60 and older . . . 

Election 2010

Rightward, March
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