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ABSTRACT
Occurrence of Deep-u,ater I-eatherjackct Fisb Thantnaconus lessellalus (Cunthci, 1880) (Tetraodontifcrrmes: I\'lonacarthidae)
From Bitung, Indonesia. One specirncn o{ T-lnntnacontts tt'ssellatus (CRDOA 6167: 204.00 mm SL) was collectcd frorn Winenet
Fislt lr{arker, B irung, North Sulari csi, lndonesia. on l l February ?00 S . Thc spec l;neu rva-. co llected flour dcpths cf atrout 20-3il m
in association *,ith othcr coral reef fishcs catch. This genus is pocrl;- knou'n because of their generally deep-water habitats and
nomrally orr the trarvling grounds. The deepest rccord for the genus is collected Lr-v trarvl net a1 a depth of 360 m (Fiji), 270 m
(Loyalry lsland) and be{rvcen (?30-260) m (Nerv Caledonian). FounC in many locations in souihcrn Japan southward through the

Ogasarvara Islands, Malaysia, Tairvan, Hong Kong. Philippines, lndcnesia and Papua Ncrv Guinea to Ausiralia and New Caledonia.
Its nroqrhological tcatures and diagnostic Chrr."t.r, arc discusscd arrd illustre(cd.

Key yuorOt, Tl'antnaconus tesselltus, N{onacanthidae, Deep-tvater Lc-atherjacket, Indonesia.

n{TROrJLI TTS]\

The ilshes of the order Teraodcntiflcnnes

are diverse martne fishes group. Tliey belong ta the

class Actin':pterygii" Ne lson ( 1934) divided this crdcr

into I fairiilies represenied b;' 64 genera an{i 310

species. lriatsuura {2001) dii'ided into 1il fan:iiie s:
-l-ri:cailthodidae, Triauar-rtlriclae. Balistidae.
h{cnacant}:idae, OstraciiCae, Aracauidae,
'frioContiCae, Diodantidae and Molidae"

' -fhc far:rily h'{or:acanthidae dii'ided in tt 31

geilera (e.g., Alulera, AntQnses, C{tntlterines,

C hael orlerrn is , lt{on{Ic{tnthus . Arnvo don,

O-rj,i77 s rrtzcant/rus, P srsluterus., P sramon {Icattthu s,

!) ert,sg()r - P settColuteritrs and Stepho.no/ c1tis) \\'ith

95 speries (l'{elson. 19S4} in the Central lVest Facific

region, family Monacantiridae represent by23 gellera

{Acreichthys, Aluterus, Amanses, Arzactrnlhus,

4rotrolepis, Ilrsclis/utere,t, Canlherltines,

Cantkescltenio, Chfietodermis, Coluroc{ontis,

Euba{ichthys, Monac$nt/tus, Aiellr.selta,

Oxymoilecent hus. Paral ti i eres,, Porantonzca ttl hus.

P ert;it,go t', P seud aluteres - Fseurlofttonqca nl h us,

Ruda.rius, Scobinichthys, Stephanolepis and

T'hsni$acornrs) and 45 specie s (Ftrutchins, 2001c).
'fire fantill' Ir'fonacanthidae belongs to the

grLrup of trigger-fisltes, r'r'irich the ilame of llshes

derives fro*r the fir'st spin* of the first Corsal fin u'hich

rnay be lc':ked i:r an erect position by small second

spine placcC bshind the first rlorsai spine. Ttrey are

smali tc n:erlium-sized marine fishes lvith high and

deep, traterally conrpressed bociies" Scel*s ar,.: rolrgh.

rhombcid-sii*"prd. ofien iravins srurall spinrs. h{curn

ha; a long sncut end \vrth r;lose set chisel-like teetir.
"fhe e)'es are srnall and placed l*gh cln the heaC. T'lie

second dorsal and anal fin co*tains no spines, corlsist

af sinlple sofr rays. Tiie pelvic fins are abssnt; uistead

they are replaced b,v the peivic bone. Ttre ceudai

peduncle is well defined urith the form of th* cauCal

fin varying greatl-v b*tu'een species.

In the lvorld thls genus is repr*sniltfld by 10

species T. hypnrgvreus (Cope, i I ? 1), T.

s elrientrionnlis {Gunther, 1 874), T. ntodeslus {Ctinther"
1877), T resse{latus (Guirther, 18 80), T Cegerri {Regan-

1903>, T. n'todestoides (Barnard, 1927), 7.. e.ren#ceus

{Barnard, 1927}, T. faiardoi Snrith, 1953 , T.fr1iensis

(I{utcliins & Matsuura, 1984} and 7'. xaniitopierus (Xu

&Zhan in Xu, 1988) (Eschme,ver, 1998). rvhereas in

the \Vest Central Pacific this genus represented by 5

species T. ftSiensfu, T. hypargyreu.s, f mefunoproctes.

T'. modestoides and T. tessellates (Hutchin,2001).

The fishes of the genus Thamndlconus are

pooriy knor.vn because of their generally deep-water


