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Summary  

This literature survey lists approximately 3,050 references. Shells are being considered here as the shell bearing molluscs 

of the Gastropoda, Bivalvia and Scaphopoda. The area does not only comprise the Red Sea, but also the Gulf of Aden, 

Somalia and the Suez Canal, including the Lessepsian species in the Mediterranean Sea. Literature on fossils shells, 

particularly those from the Holocene, Pleistocene and Pliocene, is listed too.  

 

Introduction  

My interest in recent shells from the Red Sea dates from about 1996. Since then, I have been, now 

and then, trying to obtain information on this subject. Some years ago I decide to stop gathering data 

in a haphazard way and to do it more properly. This resulted in a first survey of approximately 1,420 

and a second one of 2,025 references (van Gemert, 2010 & 2011). Since then, this survey has again 

been enlarged and revised and a number of errors have been corrected. It contains now 

approximately 3,050 references.  

 

Scope  

In principle every publication in which molluscs are reported to live or have lived in the Red Sea 

should be listed in the survey. This means that besides primary literature, i.e. articles in which 

researchers are reporting their finds for the first time, secondary and tertiary literature, i.e. reviews, 

monographs, books, etc are to be included too. These publications were written not only by a wide 

range of authors ranging from amateur shell collectors to professional malacologists but also people 

interested in the field of archaeology, geology, etc. It also means that not only malacological journals 

and books should be considered, but also publications from other fields or disciplines, such as 

environmental pollution, aquaculture, microbiology, toxicology, biochemistry, biogeography, 

geology, sedimentology, archaeology, Egyptology and palaeontology, in which shells from the Red 

Sea are mentioned.  

 

Since I am particularly interested in the voyages of discovery to the Red Sea in the 18th and 19th 

centuries several publications concerning explorers and their voyages are also listed.  

 

Which molluscs?  

Shells are being considered here as the shell bearing molluscs of the Gastropoda, Bivalvia and 

Scaphopoda. Hardly any attention was given to the Aplacophora, Polyplacophora, Cephalopoda and 

the gastropod molluscs without shells, generally known as the sea slugs.  

 

Where?  
Red Sea shells are not only reported from the Red Sea, but also from the Mediterranean Sea: The 

socalled Lessepsian species. The literature concerning the migration of molluscan species from the 

Red Sea to the Mediterranean Sea is included. Furthermore, publications on shells from the Suez 

Canal and the Gulf of Aden, including Somalia, respectively bordering the Red Sea at the north and 

at the south, are included too. This does not mean that all shells reported in these publications are 

also living in the Red Sea.  
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When?  

Not only recent finds of shells should be considered, but also those done many years ago. But how 

far ago? The literature concerning finds of shells from the Red Sea at archeological sites, and not 

only next to the Red Sea, is included. This is also true for finds from the Holocene, Pleistocene and 

Pliocene. In a few cases references with older finds are listed too.  

 

Which sources?  
The starting point is, of course, the list of references on which the “Check-list of Red Sea Mollusca” 

by Dekker & Orlin (2000) is based. Important too are the bibliographies of Morcos & Varley (1990) 

and the continuation thereof by PERS/GAF (2002), and of Henk Mienis on the website of Avril 

Bourquin (www.manandmollusc.net/red_sea.html).  

 

Languages can form a restriction for me. Publications in English, French and German (and, of 

course, Dutch) are not really difficult for me. However, I have difficulties reading, for instance, 

Italian and Latin and I am not capable of reading Greek, Turkish, Arabic or Hebrew. Another 

problem is the sometimes limited distribution of journals and books published in countries like 

Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia and Sudan.  

 

The world covering series of late 18th and 19th century books published in the United States, United 

Kingdom, France and Germany are only included in a limited way. The books and monographs 

published by authors like the Adams’ brothers (The genera of Recent Mollusca), Bruguière, Hwass 

and Deshayes (Encyclopédie méthodique), Bruguière, Lamarck & Bory de Saint-Vincent (Tableau 

encyclopédique), Chenu (Illustrations conchyliologiques), Dunker and Römer (Novitates 

Conchologicae), de Folin and Périer (Les fonds de la mer), Kobelt (Illustrirtes Conchylienbuch), 

Martini and Chemnitz and their successors (Systematisches Conchylien-Cabinet), Martyn (The 

universal conchologist), Philippi and others (Abbildungen und Beschreibungen neuer oder wenig 

gekannter Conchylien), Reeve (Conchologia Systematica; Conchologia Iconica; Initiamenta 

Conchologica), Sowerby I, II and III (The genera of Recent and fossil shells; Thesaurus 

conchyliorum; The conchological illustrations) and Swainson (Zoological illustrations; Exotic 

conchology) are not yet checked on reports from the Red Sea. This is also true for 17th and 18th 

century pre-Linnaean authors, like d’Argenville (Conchyliologie), Buonanni (Ricreatione 

dell’Occhio e della Mente), Gualtierie (Index testarum conchyliorum), Lister (Historiae 

conchyliorum) and Seba (Thesaurus). Maton & Rackett (1804) discuss many more authors, from 

Aristotle to the end of the 18th century. However, these authors hardly mention the collecting 

localities.  

 

Not included are also the in total 60 series of cards in the “Card catalogue of world-wide shells” 

published by Kaicher in the period 1974-1992.  
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