FoHPAFl Chimaeridae Ghostsharks, Ratfishes
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SNFR 19259, 708 mm TL

1 7=fa¥Xr¥x (FHk)
Chimaera fulva Didier, Last and White, 2008 Southern Chimaera

Specimens examined: 3 (SNFR 19258-19260; 510-830 mm TL; 298-398 mm body length, BDL),
637-950 m depth.

Measurements (% BDL =% body length, dorsal edge of gill opening to origin of dorsal caudal
fin): total length 208.5-219.9; precaudal length 122.4-127.3; snout-vent length 61.7-66.8; trunk
length 38.3-41.7; pre-first dorsal-fin length 27.6-31.9; pre-second dorsal-fin length 47.7-54.0; caudal
dorsal margin 19.3-23.8; dorsal caudal fin, maximum height 3.3-3.7; total caudal fin length
including filament 89.2-90.7; caudal ventral margin 28.5-30.4; ventral caudal fin, maximum height
3.4-3.8; head length 23.9-28.6; preorbital length 9.5-12.4; first dorsal-fin base length 17.6-21.7;
dorsal-fin spine length 23.3; first dorsal-fin maximum height 18.8-22.4; second dorsal-fin base
length 77.2-80.1; pectoral-fin anterior margin 40.5-43.8; pelvic-fin anterior margin 22.4-23.3;
dorsal-caudal space 0 (no space between dorsal and caudal fins); horizontal eye length 8.5-11.1;
vertical eye height 6.0-7.4; total length of clasper from pelvic fin base to tip 4.7-7.1 (two adolescent
males: SNFR 19259, 708 mm TL and SNFR 19260, 510 mm TL).
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Description Trunk short and slightly compressed. Precaudal tail tapering evenly from pelvic fin
to caudal-fin base. Snout rather short, pointed. Eye moderately large, oval, with weak subocular
ridges. Dorsal-fin origin located above pectoral-fin origin. Dorsal-fin spine long, its length subequal
to first dorsal-fin height, posterior distal margin of spine finely serrated. Second dorsal-fin long-
based, mostly uniform in height, its origin slightly anterior to midpoint of depressed dorsal-fin
spine. Pectoral fin long, broad, its posterior tip when appressed to body extending to origin of
pelvic fin. Pelvic fin large, broad, paddle-shaped. Anal fin small, separated by a small notch from
ventral caudal-fin margin. Caudal fin short, margins of dorsal and ventral lobes strongly convex
and subequal in height. Caudal filament slender, very long. Skin smooth, thin, and deciduous.
Head and body silvery pink to pale brown, all fins pale brown.
Distribution Southern Australia including Tasmania (780-1095 m depth; Didier et al., 2008),
western South Indian Ocean (637-950 m depth; present study).
Remarks Measurements followed Didier (2002). Besides this species, C. notafricana Kemper,
Ebert, Compagno and Didier, 2010 was reported from the southwestern Indian Ocean (Kemper et
al., 2010). Chimaera fulva differs from C. notafricana by having a silvery pink to pale brownish
body without markings (vs. blackish brown body with dark bluish streaks in C. notafricana).
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