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Archeological explora t ions  a t  t h e  s i t e  of t h e  ihldson's 
Ray Company pos t  of  For t  Vancouver have demonstrated a procedure 
and a technique which should become standard f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  a r e a s  
of t h e  West. By means of f u l l  documentary research  followed by 
exper t  a rcheologica l  excavations, one of t h e  g rea t  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  
of t h e  Northwest kiss been loca ted  a f t e r  years  of  unce r t a in ty  a s  t o  
i t s  exact loca t ion .  Research of  t h i s  k ind  i s  fundmiental., i f  t h e  
ves t iges  of  our p a s t  a r e  t o  be saved. I n  add i t ion  t o  ltnowlcdge 
gained, such a procedure helps t o  i r . t e rp re t  t h e  a rea  t o  t h e  public .  
Problems of preservat ion  and land a c q u i s i t i o n  f o r  t h a t  preservat ion  
a r e  a l s o  f a c i l i t a t e d .  

The For t  Vancouver s t a d i e s ,  allhoup,h in~por tmt , ,  are? no-t 
wholly unique. Simil-ar tcchniqiies havc bccn c r y s t a l i z e d  i n  o lher  
p a r t s  of our na t ion .  Jmestown 5.n Virginia,  For t  Raleigh i n  North 
Carol ina,  La Purisiriia P!ission, I , hhe rey ,  m d  S u i t e r ' s  R i l l  i n  
Gal-ifornia, and !niit,man Mission i n  !Jachj.ngton, among o the r s ,  have 
poin ted  t h e  way f o r  t h e  development of the  sc ience  of h i s t o r i c a l  
archeology i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  Tha,t recogni t ion  uf t h i s  f i e l d  on 
a l a r g e r  sca1.e i s  t o  he  expected i s  ind:i.cated i n  t h o  growinc number 
of h i s t o r i c a l  a rens  h e i r q  preael.ved by p r i v a t e ,  l o c a l ,  s t a t e ,  ,and 
f e d e r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  Each of t h e s e  a r e a s  has p r o b l e m  cormon t o  
thor;e encountercd a t  Fort  Vancouver. 'The diff 'erencc het,weoi, s i t e s  
l i e s  l a rge ly ,  perhrrps, i n  type a.nd t h c  de[;rt.e t o  which t h e  f u n h -  
incrital procedrirc of hi:it,orical. archeology i s  followed. A l l  a r e  
dependent upon t h e  doc~~mentary  m a t e r i a l s  on hand; arid each i s  l i m i t e d  
by t h e  funds and personnel  ava i lnk le  t o  do the needed research  and 
excavations. 

It i s  hoped t h a t  t h e  For t  Vancouver archeologica l  
excavations w i l l  he lp  t o  stimul:i.te t h e  people of t h e  '.!cst t o  preserve 
t h e  concrete e x m p l c s  of t h e i r  pas t ,  a s  evidenced i r ~  t h i s  s i t e  and 
o thers .  Awareness of t h e  va lue  of t.hesc s i i ,es  f o r  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  
and sent imenta l  reasons i s  important,  i f  t,he;j a r e  t.o t,n cnjoyed hy 
other  g m e r a t i o n s  than our own. Tnat a c t i o n  must be tnl<en i n l ~ e d i -  
a t e l y  t o  p ~ e s e r v e  thcn i s  apparent i n  t h e  incress.ing im!mct of 
populat ion on t h e  '"Jest. Almost every  im2ortant h i z h r i c  s i t e  of  
t h e  I 'acif ic  Coast i s  t h rea tened  ti, some decree by t h o  ;)regress 

and e p a n s i o n  of ollr indus t r i .a l  ap,e. Fort  Vai?ci)uver i s  no exccption. 
I ts  stockade l i e s  large1.y wi th in  t h e  boundaries of a nodern a i r f i e l d .  
Dms, highways, new houses and faclori .es ,  and nlsny r t h e r  a c t i v i t i c s  
th rea ten  o thers .  I f ,  through our developmotit of h i s t o r i c a l  arche- 
ology, we a r e  a b l e  t o  save some of our outs tanding h i s t o r i c a l  a reas ,  
our e f f o r t s  wil-l not  be wasted. 



Tho people of rr lashir~~ton and Oregon, who have d w e  s o  
much t o  encourage t h e  preservation of t h e  s i t e  of For t  Vancouver, 
dcserve s p e c i a l  c r e d i t  f o r  the  p a r t  t h e y  have played i n  t h e  ga ther ing  
of documontory evidence and excavations on t h e  s i t e .  The Cpty of 
Vancouver, t!lt? h i s to r i c : i l  and p a t r i o t i c  societi.::; of :kshington 
and Orecon, thi: Unit:;d S t a t e s  Army, t h c  rcprcsenta t ivoo of t h e  
people i n  l.ocal, !Aat.e, and f e d z r a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  cnd t h e  many o t h e r s  
who have workoci f o r  i t s  preservat ion ,  a11 a r e  owed n debt  of  grndi- 
tude. To Dr. John A .  Nussey, wlici has spent  .Loni: hours i n  t h e  
r e sea rch  of  hi-.t,orical docmcnts ,  m a  t,o Louis Ii. Caywood, who has 
supcrvised t h c  archoulogical  excnvatior~s,  we express our thanks 
fo r  a  " job  we l.1 done". 

N;itional Park Se rv ice  
San Francisco, CaliSornia 
Decrmber 18,  1.947 



The archeologica l  explora t ion  of For t  Vancouver was undertaken 
a s  a r e s u l t  of a Congressional conference committee r epor t  which r e -  
quested t h a t  :,:.7,500 of t h e  Hat iona l  Pa rk  Service appropr ia t ion  f o r  
phys ica l  improrenents f o r  t h e  f i s c a l  year  1948 be u t i l i z e d  f o r  t h a t  
purpose. Ucaer t h i s  a ~ t h o ~ i t y ,  Regional Xi s to r i an  Xeasham l a i d  out 
p lans  f o r  t h e  work and a s  a rcheo log i s t ,  t h e  m i t e r  was assigned t o  
supervise  t h e  excavations. Since t h e  a r e a  had been l o s t ,  a s  f a r  a s  
i t s  a c t u a l  loca t ion  was concerned, it was necessary t o  l o c a t e  t h e  
remains of t h e  old stoc!cade wa l l s  by archeologica l  ;.lethods and t o  
p l o t  t h e  f o r t  on a modex m p .  

The a c t u a l  excavation mas begun on September 17,  1947. Arche- 
o log ica l  s tudent  he lp  mas not a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h i s  time of t h e  year  and 
it was necessary t o  enploy a crew of t h r e e  l o c a l  laborers .  They soon 
becamc s l r i l l f u l  i n  t r a c i n g  out t'le rerlains of r o t t e d  p o s t s  of t h e  
stockade w a l l s  and proved t o  be unusually e f f i c i e n t  i n  watching f o r  
h i s t o r i c a l  objec ts  duriilg t h e  f i e l d  operat ion.  The excavation pro- 
gram was ca r r i ed  on u n t i l  Xovember 10  when t h e  b a c k f i l l  and cleanup 
work was completed and t h e  crew was terminated. 

Custodian Garth of Whitman ;!ational E~ionumcnt spent one week a t  
t h e  area .  ':is hawledge of t h e  ob jec t s  uacovered and experience in  
s i m i l a r  excavation vrorlc ?roved very h e l ~ f u l .  

T:K temi)orary emplopnent by t h e  i k t i o n a l  Park Service  of D r .  John 
A .  : iusse~.  a s  h i s t o r i a n  made it poss ib le  t o  l o c a t c  and c o r r e l a t e  many 
of the  sourcos of research  ma te r i a l  on For t  Vancouver. T!e v i s i t e d  
P o r t l a i d  and 'rancouver from December 9 t o  ilecember 12 t o  look ovor 
h i s t o r i c a l  ma te r i a l  not a v a i l a b l e  elsewhere. I I i s  hc lp  i n  checking 
t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  da ta  contained i n  t h i s  r cpor t  i s  apprcciated and 
achov11edp;ed. 

Acla~omledgement is a l s o  made t o  Mr. Arthur Woodmard of t h e  Los 
Angeles County h'hseum f o r  h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of h i s t o r i c a l  ob jec t s ;  
and t o  tl lc l b r c s t  Products  Laboratory of t h o  U. S. Forest  Service ,  
Madison, l:Jisconsi;~, f o r  mood idcn t i f  ica t ion .  





For t  'Jancouver , t h e  headquarters  f o r  tho  Colunbia Dcpartncnt of 
t h o  'ludson's nay Company, n a s  t h e  hub of a l l  f u r  t r a d e  a c t i v i t y  i n  
t h e  P a c i f i c  Worth~mst from 1828 t o  1849. The company continued t o  
operate t h e  depot a f t e r  t h a t  g e a r ,  but Fort V i c t o r i a  on Vancouver 
I s l and  nas made tho  d i s t r i c t  hcadquarters  by Chicf Factor  James Doug- 
l a s .  The ?udson's Bay Company's l i c e n s e  expired on May 30, 1859, and 
i n  June, 1860, tho  bu i ld ings  and stockade ncre  vacatod. A hoard of 
U. S. Army o f f i c c r s  examined t h e  s t r u c t u r c s  i n  that ycar  and, f ind ing  
them u n f i t  f o r  publ ic  use,  recomcndod t h a t  most of thom be burned. 
3cforc  many y e a r s  nothing remained t o  mark t h e  s i t e  of t h c  once power 
f u l  emporium of t h o  fur t r a d e  n e s t  of t h e  2ocky Eiountains. 

The archeologica l  nork i n  connection with rediscover ing  t h e  loca- 
t i o n  of t h e  o ld  f o r t  and determining i t s  boundaries vas  necessary i n  
order  t h a t  t h e  a rea  might be mapped aild an  archeologica l  r epor t  made 
on t h e  f i n d i n ~ s ,  t o  support boundary proposals  of t h e  National  Park 
Service f o r  t h e  Por t  Vancouver Xational  Monument. By studying maps 
pregared  hen t h e  f o r t  nas  s t i l l  i n  exis tence  and by c a r e f u l l y  exam- 
in ing  and t renching t h e  a r e a ,  it '?as not too  d i f f i c u l t  t o  uncover 
rrlmt remained of t h e  stoclcade r ial ls .  Af ter  determining t h e  loca t ion  
of t h e  f o u r  corners  of t h e  stockade, t h e  measurenent of t h e  r ra l l s  
gave t h e  f o l l o n i n g  dimensions: 

Xorth n a l l  - - - - - 731 f e e t  
South n a l l  - - - - - 735 f e e t  
Vest c a l l  - - - - - 326 f e e t  
East  v a l l  - - - - - 323 f e e t .  

Only a few hundred f e e t  of t h e  s tockade malls ( P l a t e  2 )  and t h e  
bas t ion  ( P l a t e  3)  have been uncovered. The foundations of t h e  powder 
magazine ( P l a t e s  4, 6,  and 7) nere t h e  only remains n i t h i n  t h e  stock- 
ade nhich nere unearthed. There remain trio w e l l s  and t h e  foundations 
of 21 bu i ld ings  ye t  t o  be uncovered. Outside t h e  stockade a r e a  a t  t h e  
southeast  corner ,  t h e r e  nere  t h r e e  small  bui ld ings ,  one of ~ ~ h i c h  rras 
used a s  a cooper's shed. ( P l a t e s  2 and 9)  No attempt 1:as made t o  
determine t h e i r  exact loca t ions .  

A program should be prepared f o r  t h e  continuance of t h e  excava- 
t i o n  and recordat ion  of information on t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  and m a t e r i a l s  
found wi th in  t h e  stockade. Since no evidence remains of t h e  s t y l e  
of a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  use a t  Fort Vancouver, a c o m ~ a r a t i v e  study should 
be made of t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e  used by t h e  IIudson's Day Company 
i n  i t s  s t r u c t u r e s .  A for: of these  bu i ld ings  remain and t h e s e  fea-  
t u r e s  a r e  preserved i n  t h e  r e s to red  For t  ITisqually a t  Tacoma, %sh- 
ington. Such d e t a i l s  :sill be necessary i n  case a s c a l e  model of the  
f o r t  i s  constructed.  

During t h e  archeologica l  t renching,  a good sa-npling of broken 
china,  g l a s s ,  i ron  scrap  and t o o l s ,  and o thc r  h i s t o r i c  oLjccts  came 
t o  l i g h t .  These have been c a r e f u l l y  proserved and rill be ava l l ab lo  



f o r  exh ib i t  purposcs should a museum be b u i l t .  There n a s  not s u f f i c i e n t  
time nor  he lp  t o  do more than clean,  s o r t ,  and s t o r e  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  ob- 
j c c t s  found during t h e  excavation. A 1 1  of t h e  more important items 
should bc cataloged. Many of thom havo a l ready been photographed and 
giver, ca ta log  numbors, but  t h e  ca ta log  cards  havo not b 0 ~ n  prepared4 
ii study of a s soc ia ted  h i s t o r i c a l  ob jec t s  nor; greserved i n  museums i n  
t h e  P a c i f i c  i!orth';:cst and i n  Canada should be made so  t h a t  ob joc t s  
nhich may be uncovcrcd a t  For t  Vancouver can be moro e a s i l y  i d c n t i f i e d  
and in tcrprotod.  



HISTORICAL BACKGROUTD 

The P a c i f i c  l?orthnest f i r s t  e n t e r s  t h e  paces of recorded l l i s to ry  
through Yte accounts of adventurous English and Spanish navigators  
17h0 appear t o  have b r i e f l y  g l b p s e d  its coast  l i n e  during t h e  s ix -  
t een th  and s e v e n t e e ~ t h  cen tu r i e s .  S i r  Francis  Drake m y  have s ighted  
t h e  Oregon shore i n  1578 rrhile on h i s  voyage around t h e  world i n  t h e  
Goldon -9 TIind and severa l  span is!^ p i l o t s  have l e f t  accounts of s i m i l a r  
londfo l l s .  It rras r o t  u n t i l  t h e  voyages of t h e  Spanish e:cplorers 
-, . t e r o z ,  Iieceta, and Bodega i n  t h e  yea r s  1773 t o  1775, honcver, t h a t  
somo of t h e  main f e a t u r e s  of t h e  coas t  nero d e f i n i t e l y  described. - 1/ 

C q t a i n  Jamcs Coo!:, on h i s  t h i r d  voyage of explora t ion  f o r  t h e  
' J r i t i s h  go;-ernmer~t, ran  along an oxtcxsive sec t ion  of the  shorc l i c e  
i n  1775, but f a i l e d  t o  f i n d  both t h e  mouth of t h c  Colunbia E ive r  and 
t h e  S t r c i t  of Juan 60 Fuca. IIo'.:ever, sca o t t e r  sk ins  brought by h i s  
::En from l'ootlca Sound t o  Canton so ld  f o r  high p r i cos  and opened t h e  
ovos of n e r ~ : ~ ? : t s  t o  t h c  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of t r c d e  on t h e  Northvost 
Coast. It rias :lot  lo;^^, u;?t il both B r i t  isl: and American v e s s e l s  came 
t o  exy lo i t  t h e  oppor tuni t ies  t h u s  rorcalcd.  

I n  of t i i ~ s e  sh ips ,  t h e  Colunbia of Boston, Captain Robert 
Gray eiltered t h e  mouth of t h e  Columbia f o r  t h e  first time i n  May, 
1792. Yearing of Gray's acbievenent,  Captain George iiancouver, who 
wzs on t h e  coast a t  t h e  time t o  look a f t e r  B r i t i s h  i n t e r e s t s  and t o  
conduct explora t ions ,  sent  one of h i s  o f f i c e r s  i n t o  t h e  Columbia t o  
char t  t h e  stream f o r  about one hundred miles above i t s  mouth. 

A t  t h e  same ti'xe t h a t  t h e  maritime tradei-s and explorers  were 
discovering and making lmomn t h e  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  c o a s t ,  t h e  inland 
regions  were being opened by f u r  t r a d e r s  advancing overland. In  
1793 a r ep resen ta t ive  of t h e  North i iest  Comyany of i:ontreal,  Alex- 
ander :;acl:enzie, reached t i d e c a t e r  a t  t h e  mouth of t h e  Bel la  Coola 
l i v e r ,  t hus  becoxin?, the  first white man t o  c ross  t h e  Eor th  American 
continent  north of t h e  Spanish colonies.  A fern yea r s  l a t o r  t h e  f u r  
hunters  of t h e  same com2any were pushing t h e i r  r egu la r  operat ions 
ac ross  t h e  Continental  Divide i r t o  tho Columbia Tiver  Basin and t h e  
region ho::n todarr a s  B r i t i s h  Coll~Tbia. 

e I n  1.805 Simoc Prasc r  and Johl S t u a r t  es tabl i shed Fort  IlcLeod, on 

IicLeod Lake, t h e  f i r s t  inland f u r  t radi i lg post  b u i l t  west of t h e  
1'loci:ies. Duriiig t h e  next f e n  vcars  o ther  p o s t s  were fouilded i n  t h e  
same region,  aild Fort  1:cLcod became t h e  headquarters  of a ?rosperous 
d i s t r i c t  !morn a s  Pen Caledonia. Far ther  south,  David Thom~son i n  
1807 b u i l t  Yootonai T!ouse near  Lakc !;indermere, tho  f i r s t  t r a d i n g  
post in  t h e  a rea  draincd b:~ t h e  Columbia. Four o ther  pos t s  i n  t h e  
Columbia Department nere  constructed bcforo t h c  end of 1810. 

- 
1/ Carcy, Charlos :I., A Gcncral !!istory OL" Oregon, pp. 27-39. - 



Meanwhile, Lewis and Clark ,  s en t  out by t h e  United S t a t e s  gcvern- 
ment, crossed t h e  continent  t o  t h e  mouth of t h e  Columbia on t h e i r  grea t  
journey of explora t ion  performed during t h e  years  1803 t o  1806. Their  
r e t u r n  s t imulated the  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  United S t a t e s  i3 t h e  f u r  t r a d e  of 
t h e  Far  West. One of t h e  Americans who saw t h e  op?or tuni t ies  f o r  p r o f i t  
of fered  b.7 t h e  f u r s  of t h e  Oregon country was John Jacob Astor  of ITsw 
7'ork. Organizing t h e  American Fur Company i n  1808 and t h e  P a c i f i c  Fur 
Company i n  1810, he sent  two expedi t ions ,  one by sea and one overland,  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  t r a d i n g  nos t  a t  t h e  mouth of t h e  Columbia. The Company 
by s e a  was t h e  first t o  reach i t s  d e s t i n a t i o n  and founded.Fort As to r i a  
i n  1811. h r i n g  t h a t  year  and t h e  next ,  Astor ' s  men es t ab l i shed  o ther  
p o s t s  a t  s t r a t e g i c  l o c a t i o n s  a s  f a r  e a s t  a s  t h e  Rockies and from t h e  
'7illamette Valle:? t o  F rase r  River .  Although t h e  North !;jest Company 
increased t h e  number of i t s  p o s t s  t o  meet t h e  competi t ion,  it seemed 
f o r  a  while a s  thou& t h e  American r i v a l s  mirat  get  t h e  upper hand. 
But t h e  War of 1812, with t h e  r e s u l t a n t  f a i l u r e  of supply s h i p s  t o  
a r r i v e ,  quickly ended i i s to r ' s  h o ~ e s ,  and i n  l m 3  h i s  3 a r t n e r s  a t  
Astor ia  so ld .ou t  t h e  P a c i f i c  Fur Company's i n t e r e s t s  on t h e  C o l u b i a  
t o  t h e  S r i t i s h  firm. Port  As to r i a  was almost immediately renamed 
For t  George. 

Vhcn t h e  North ':Jest Company uni tod  vrith t h e  iiudson's Ray Company 
i n  1821 under t h o  name of t h e  l a t t c r  firm, now energy ms i n j e c t e d  i n t o  
t h c  opemt ions  of t h c  Columbia Dopartmcnt. A t  f i r s t  t h e  Tiudson*~ Ray 
Company thought of abandoning t h e  region a l toge tkor ,  s ince  t h e  t r a d e  
t h e r e  had 'been a los ing  business f o r  seve ra l  years .  But p o l i t i c a l ,  
a s  c e l l  a s  economic, f a c t o r s  induced t h e  new managers t o  continue,  and 
i n  1824 George Sinpson, Governor of t h e  Company's Northern Department, 
and John McLoughlin, a  chief  f a c t o r  and newly aypointed head of t h e  
Columbia Department, a r r i v e d  a t  Por t  George t o  reorganize t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

One o.f Simpson's f i r s t  moves was t o  order  t h e  abandonment of Fort  
George and t o  e s t a b l i s h  a new post on t h e  nor th  bank of t h e  Colunbia 
about one hundred mi les  above i t s  mouth.2/  This  change mas made 
because t h e  T ~ r i t i s h  d id  not be l i eve  t h e y y o u l d  obta in  sovereignty 
over t h e  land south of t h e  Col~lmbia i n  any boundary set t lement  with 
t k e  United S t a t e s  and because they wished t o  s t rengthen t h e i r  claim 
t o  t:?e land north of t h e  r i v e r  by having a fu l ly -es t ab l i shed  post  the re .  
Also, For t  George, according t o  t h e  Trea ty  of Ghent, mas t o  be r e s t o r e d  
t o  t h e  Americans a t  any time they  requested it. Too, SiTi7son saw t h a t  
t h e  l a d  about Astor ia  was not s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  la rge-sca le  a g r i c u l -  
t u r a l  program which 3e  planned t o  put  irlto e f f e c t .  

The new establ ishment ,  chr is tened Fort Vancouver by Simpson i n  
1 ,;rch, :. 1%5, mas loca ted  about th ree -quar t e r s  of a  mile nor th  of t h e  
r i v e r ,  on a bench overlooking t h e  r i c h  bottom-land p r a i r i e .  The Vash- 
ington S t a t e  School f o r  t h e  Geaf today occupies t h e  ayp$oximate s i t e  
of t h i s  f i r s t  pos t .  

2  / Rich,  E.E. , McLoughlin's Fort  Vancouver L e t t e r s ,  p . x m i i i .  - 



It had been Simpson's plan t o  have t h e  new f o r t  s e rve  as a mere 
t r a d i n g  post and t o  e s t a b l i s h  the  main depot f o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  near  t h e  
mouth of t h e  F rase r  River.  It r:as soon found, honever, t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  
stream nas  not s u i t a b l e  f o r  use  a s  an avenue of communication and sup- 
p ly  n i t h  t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  and it nas  decided t o  make For t  Vancouver t h e  
permanent depot. But it soon became apparent t h a t  t h e  new post  on t h e  
Columbia was not conveniently loca ted  f o r  t h i s  purpose. I t  nas  t o o  f a r  
f r o m t h e  r i v e r  f o r  t h e  ready t r a n s f e r  of supp l i e s  and f u r s  betneen 
v e s s e l s  i n  t h e  r i v e r  and t h e  s t o r e  houses n i t h i n  t h e  stockade. Also 
t h e r e  oere no good ;:ells a t  t h e  f o r t ,  and n a t e r  f o r  t h e  use  of t h e  occu- 
pan t s  had t o  be hauled d a i l y  f r m t h e  Columbia. These d i f f i c u i t i e s  
ne re  overcome, during t h e  n i n t e r  of 1828-1829, by moving t h e  bui ld ings  
t o  a ner! s i t e  somenhat f a r t h e r  t o  t h e  nes t  and much c l o s e r  t o  t h e  r i v e r .  

Under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of John ldcloughlin, For t  Vancouver became t h e  
hub of a l l  t h e  I3udson's Bay Company's a c t i v i t i e s  nes t  of t h e  Rockies. 
I-Iere the  supply sh ips  from London landed t h e i r  cargoes, and from t h e  
f o r t ' s  mrehouses  r e n t  out t h e  suppl ies  f o r  a l l  of t h e  many i n t e r i o r  
p o s t s ,  f o r  t h e  f u r  brigades nhich ranged as f a r  d i s t a n t  a s  Cal i forn ia ,  
and f o r  the  v e s s e l s  and p o s t s  of t h e  c o a s t a l  t r a d e ,  nhich extended its 
a c t i v i t i e s  n e l l  up t h e  coas t  of t h e  present  Alaska. And here  t h e  f u r s  
of t h e  e n t i r e  d i s t r i c t  liere gathered f o r  shipment t o  England. 

A t  For t  Vancouver r;as e s t ab l i shed  t h e  first of t h e  s e r i e s  of 
grea t  f a n s  nhich t h e  !ludsonfs gay Company and i ts  subs id iary ,  t h e  
P u g e t t s  Sound Agr icu l tu ra l  Company, maintained throughout t h e  North- 
'-.-est. Here r;ere lumber m i l l s ,  f l o u r  m i l l s ,  salmon-drying houses, a 
shipyard,  and shops f o r  blacksmiths, coopers,  ca rpen te r s ,  and many 
o ther  types  of a r t i s a n s .  Because it possessed t h e  only adequate sup- 
p l i e s  of seed and farm animals ,  and because it ] a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  
only ma;::et f o r  t h e  produce r a i s e d  by s e t t l e r s ,  t h e  Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany, c h i e f l y  through For t  Vancouver, con t ro l l ed  t h e  economic l i f e  of 
t h e  Oregon country f o r  many years.  A t  For t  Vancouver a l s o  centered 
much of t h e  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  l i f e  of t h e  region. Here r;ns estab-  
l i s h e d  t h e  first school ,  t h e  first c i r c u l a t i n g  l i b r a r y ,  t h e  first 
t h e a t e r ,  and here  ne re  some of t h e  e a r l i e s t  churches in t h e  Northwest. 

I l i t h  t h e  coming of t h e  miss ionar ies  i n  t h e  middle 1830's and t h e  
s e t t l e r s  from t h e  United S t a t e s  in  t h e  l a t e  1830's an< e a r l y  1840's ,  
t h e  h i t h e r t o  almost undisputed sr;ay of t h e  company began t o  be chal-  
l e n ~ e d .  McLougl~lin s a c  t h e  danger t o  t h e  f u r  t r a d e  inherent  i n  t h e  
set t lement  of t h e  country,  but  he d id  nothing t o  discourage t h e  nen- 
comers. I n  f a c t ,  h i s  many kindnesses enabled them t o  survive  and 
prosper.  Fearing t h e  Americans n i g h t  a t t a c k  t h e  company's proper ty  
on t h e  Columbia, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  event of a n a r  betneen Great 
B r i t a i n  and t h e  United S t a t e s ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o r d e ~ d  McLoughlin t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a new depot f a r t h e r  t o  t h e  north.  For t  v i c t o r i a  on Van- 
couver I s l and  was founded f o r  t h i s  purpose i n  1843, but  t h e  a c t u a l  
t r a n s f e r  of t h e  headquarters  from For t  Vancouver was delayed f o r  
seve ra l  years .  



After the  boundary settlement of 1846, t hc  pressure from s e t t l e r s  
upon the Eudsonts 9ay Company's properties in the area south of t he  
forty-ninth para l le l  s teadi lv  increased, even though the firm's "pos- 
sessory rights" had been guaranteed by the t reaty .  A s  the  countxybe- 
came populated, the f u r  t rade of the  Columbia Basin declined, but f o r  
a number of years the company continued t o  make good p r o f i t s  by chang- 
ing i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  chiefly t o  general merchandising. Gradually, how- 
ever, increased competition, the  necessity of paying import dut ies  t o  
the United States ,  and the incursions of squatters upon the lands 
claimcd by the company, made the  t rade l e s s  r m n e r a t i v e .  

The United States  A m y  established a mil i tary post on the firm's 
propcrty a t  Fort TJancouvcr i n  1849, and the noxt year the buildings 
of the  f o r t  were included i n  a mi l i t a ry  reservation. KcLoughlin had 
l e f t  the  coqany 's  employ about the  beginning of 1846, and James 
Douglas moved the  d i s t r i c t  headquarters t o  Victoria i n  1849, but agents 
of tho firm continued t o  opcrate a gensral trading cstablishmont i n  the  
old f o r t  buildings. I n  1859, when the Iiudsonls 3oy Company's l icense 
f o r  the  control of t he  t rade in  t he  Br i t i sh  t e r r i t o q r  west of the 
Rockies expired, the mi l i t a ry  au thor i t i es  a t  Fort Vancouver considered 
tha t  the  firm's "possessory rights" had a l so  terminated and asked the 
company's t rader  t o  leave. The buildings within the stockade were va- 
cated by the company i n  June, 1860. A board of A m y  off icers  examined 
the s t ructures  a t  that  time and, finding them unf i t  f o r  any public use, 
recommended tha t  most of them be burned. Vnile it i s  hown tha t  some 
of the buildings mere to rn  down, t he  recommendation evidently was not 
carried out m e d i a t e l y ,  since witnesses l a t e r  t e s t i f i e d  under oath 
tha t  a number of t he  s t ructures  remained standing fo r  several  years. 
By 1866, however, it mas reported tha t  only "one l i t t l e  r i ck  of 
ro t ten  hay and straw" remained t o  mark the s i t e .  



MCAVATI ON 

. 
For many years the h i s to r i c  s i t e  of old Fort Vancouver has been lo s t  

t o  inquiring his tor ians  and inquis i t ive  laymen. Pioneers knew tha t  it l ay  
sonaplace within the area of t he  present a i rpo r t ,  but could not be posi- 
t i v e  as t o  its exact location. Uncovering the stockade walls and other 
features  of the  IIudsonls Bay Company's one time headquarters of the  Colum- 
b ia  Department was done from h i s to r i ca l  data and by archeological tech- 
niques. 

We had hoped t o  find the  stockade walls and the bastion by super- 
imposing the Bonneville map of 1854 on a modern map of Vancouver Barracks. 
!<owever, since the old cedar posts marking the bounds of the  mil i tary 
reservation were no longer in existence, t h i s  was impossible. Even the 
cedar post and the stone marker for  t he  section corner just south of t he  
stockade area had been los t .  Later, t h i s  old stone marker was uncovered 
by one of the excavation crew and a permanent cement section marker was 
put in i ts  place. 

Photostatic copies of a number of ear ly  maps were used i n  t ry ing  t o  
determine the location of the old stockade. They provedto  be of great 
help in  identifying the  foundations of buildings found i n  the  course of 
excavation and i n  p lo t t ing  the s ize  of the  stockade before t he  corners 
were a l l  uncovered. 

The e a r l i e s t  map used was tha t  of Lieutenant George F. Enrmons, a 
member of t he  U. S. Exploring Expedition of 1841, under the  command of 
Commander Charles Wilkes. The mu& diagram found i n  h i s  journal 3 / 
gives the approximate s ize  (700 x 400 f e e t )  and layout of t he  s tocgde .  
Several par t icular ly  interest ing de t a i l s  were noted by Lieutenant Emmons. 
A t  t ha t  time there mas no bastion in  the  northwest corner, and the stock- 
ade posts mere from eight to  ten inches i n  diameter, 20 f ee t  long, and 
buried from two t o  th ree  feet  i n  the ground. H i s  small sketch showing 
the constmction of a portion of the wal l i s  both valuable and in te res t -  
ing (Plate  8 ) .  

Another map, which closely follows i n  time, is tha t  of bl. Vavasour, 
Lieutenant i n  the  Royal Engineers. Lieutenant A[. Vavasour and Lieutenant 
Henry J. Warre 4 / accompanied S i r  George Simpson, Governor of the  Hudson's 
Bay Company, o n y n  overland t r i p  from Montreal t o  the  Vest, s t a r t i ng  on 
Nay 5,  1945, and returning i n  July of 1846. The expedition was ostensibly 
sent out f o r  t he  purpose of making a m i l i t a r j  reconnaissance of Oregon. 5/ 
During h i s  stay a t  Fort Vancouver, Vavasour made a v ic in i ty  map of the  f o r t  
and the adjacent plains which incidentally shows the s i t e  of the ear ly ,  
1825, stockade about a mile east and north of t he  fo r t .  In t he  upper r igh t  

3/ Photostatic copy of pages from L t .  Emmons Journal of 1841. Rmnons was - 
a t  Fort Vancower f rm July 25 t o  August 2. 

4 / Schaf e r ,  Joseph, Documents ?ela t  ive t o  Warre and Vavasourls Mili tary - 
Reconnaissance in  Oregon, 1845-6, pp.85-86. 

5 / Oregon Histor ical  Cparterly, vol.26, pp.263-273. - 
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hand corner of t h i s  map is  a scale plan of Fort Vancouver. The plan shows 
a l l  of the  buildings within t he  f o r t  and t h e  bastion on the northnest cor- 
ner. According t o  t he  scale the  s i z e  of the stockade was about 320 x 690 
feet .  Lieutenant Warre completed some f ine  colored drawings of scenes and 
f o r t s  of t h e  Pacif ic  Northnest of which the one of Fort Vancouver f romthe  
southeast (Plate 9 ) is most valuable. 

Three addit ional maps showing the  location of t h e  old Fort mere made 
by members of the  U. S. Army i n  the years 1854 and 1859 on maps of the 
mil i tary reservation. The best  knom of these ras mde  by Lieutenant 
Colonel B. L. E. Bonneville i n  1854. The others nere mde  by General 
Joseph X. F. Mansfield i n  1854 and by Brigadier General W. S. Harney. in 
1859. On the  Bonneville map the f o r t  was carefully plot ted in  and shons 
the existence of stone markers a t  each corner a t  t h a t  time. On t h i s  same 
map C .  A .  :loman, C. E., showed the exact aeasurements of the  north and 
vest v a l l s  a t  a l a t e r  date. According t o  h i s  measurements, t he  stockade 
i7as 340.8 fee t  by 724.2 feet .  

The 1854 map of General Mansfield is a plan of t he  mi l i t a ry  reserva- 
t i on ,  nhich ;;as included i n  an inspection report  of various f o r t s  in the 
Pacif ic  Department. The plan was undoubtedly copied from t he  Bonneville 
map and does not have a scale. It shom a l l  of t he  Hudson's Bay Company 
holdings by hatching. 

The 1859 map of t h e  Ni l i t a ry  Reservatioi? of Fort Vancouver, W. T., 
nas surveyed by order of 3rigadior General W. S. Harney, under t he  direc- 
t ion  of Captain George Thorn by Lieutenants J. B. Wheeler and J. Dixon of 
the Corps of Topographical Engineers. The stockade r a s  caref i l ly  plot ted 
i n  and sho:rs t he  various buildings and nalks i n  existence a t  t h a t  time. 

Two long trenches, one running east and west and the other north and 
south, were dug during the f i r s t  day's operations i n  hopes of finding the  
bastion on the northwest corner. These trenches were dug t o  a depth of 
about two f e e t ,  but proved t o  be s t e r i l e .  The oast-wost trench did re- 
veal  the  root of a t r e e  which was d i l igen t ly  followed u n t i l  the stump was 
found. One t i ny  f rament  of blue and while English china was found along 
t h i s  root.  On the  second day, work was shif ted t o  what l a t e r  proved t o  
be the southeast section of t he  stockade area. Here large quant i t ies  
of scrap iron and broken too ls  were found. From these f inds  it was Bur- 
mised tha t  we were i n  the area near the iron s to re  and t h e  blacksmith 
shop. 

Exploratory trenches from six t o  twelve inches i n  depth a t  various 
locations brought out t he  fac t  tha t  ne were on the  s i t e ,  but no de f in i t e  
features  nere discovered t o  t i e  us  t o  the old stockade and i t s  buildings. 
In one location on the nes t ,  quant i t ies  of beads nere found by D r .  Neasham. 
It was thought t ha t  t h i s  m i & t  have been the  location of one of the  two 
large buildings containing supplies. 

Several times while walking over the  area searching f o r  clues,  we had 
seen f l a t  stones barely exposed on the  surface. These stones nere d i f -  
ferent  from the round stones found i n  quantity everywhere. Trenches were 
s ta r ted  i n  t h i s  area and the discovery of def in i te  stone foundations proved 
t o  be those of the  ponder magazine. After these foundations were exposed 
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t o  give the  s i ze ,  orientation and layout of the building, it was a simple 
matter t o  scale off f ran the  Vavnsour map t h e  distance t o  the  south and 
nest stockade na l l s .  The approximite location of the  southnest corner 
ms determined and the length of the  nest  stockade n a l l  was measured off.  
S t i l l  i n  search of the bastion i n  the northnest corner, trenches nere dug 
i n  tha t  area donn t o  t he  yello:: undisturbed ear th  nhich rras non knonn t o  
be from about eighteen inches t o  tno f ee t  below the  surface. A t  9:45 A.M. 
on the morning of September 25 the north and nest stockade n a l l s  nere 
found in  the t ~ o  trenches simultaneously. Trenching along the l i n e s  of 
posts, ne nere soon able t o  determine t h e i r  di rect ion and condition. The 
post remains on the north F a l l  ncre badly charred along the  tops,  but be- 
lon the  charred area there  nas hardly any ro t ted  remains l e f t .  The ground 
was domp and hard. On the  nest rrall the  posts shooed no evidence of burn- 
ing and i;ere in  be t t e r  condition. Here the ground ms f a i r l y  sof t  and dry. 
Objocts found during t h i s  excavation included tno grape shot and one can- 
non ba l l .  Work nas stopped here a s  soon a s  the  charred remains of one of 
the bastion ml l s  won, found. (Plate  10) 

Work was again s t a r t ed  i n  the southwest corner area.  The corner 
was soon discovered and the west and south walls traced out f a r  enough t o  
determine t h e i r  direction.  The stockade posts i n  t h i s  area  were badly 
rotted. Only occasionally was there  evidence of charcoal. I n  one t e s t  
trench on the south wall, 285 fee t  f romthe  southwest corner, well pre- 
served posts were found with charred tops about 12" belnw the surface. 

Excavation mas next s ta r ted  in the  northeast area t o  locate  the  
northeast corner. A double row of stockade posts !?as found here. This 
area mas badly disturbed by the bur ia l  of huge bloclcs of reinforced con- 
crete.  This extraneous material had been placed i n  a hole which ms 
deeper than the depth of the  posts,  thereby destroying a l l  evidence of 
the  stockade n a l l .  To fu r the r  hinder matters some of the  concrete blocks 
were too healnr f o r  our ena l l  crew t o  remove. The area of t h i s  excavation 
was about 687 fee t  from the northnest corner, tlle length of the north n a l l  
according t o  the  Vavasour map. Excavation in  t h i s  v i c in i ty  f i n a l l y  re- 
vealed among the  broken blocks of concrete and bars of reinforcing iron 
a row of posts going toward the south. The corner post mas gone, a s  n e l l  
a s  others i n  t he  nearby area. Thinking tha t  t h i s  was the northeast corner, 
a t e s t  mas made t o  the south a t  128 feet  f roa  the corner, on the l i n e  of 
the  supposed east  na l l .  Here a l i n e  of posts was soon found, seeming t o  
vs r i fy  t he  finding of the  northeast corner and east  stockade rrall. 

From the northeast a rea ,  nork vas shif ted t o  the  southeast in  order 
t o  f ind that  coiner. Since t h i s  portion of the stockade was on one of 
the  a i rpor t  runways, the  trenches 'ad t o  be backfil led a t  the  close of 
each day's nork. The south wall nas encountered cithout any d i f f i cu l ty ,  
but the corner vas more elusive. Final ly ,  more than 50 f ee t  beyond rrhere 
ne thought it t o  be, t he  southeast corner r n s  found. 

By t h i s  time it uas decided that  nhat rws supposed t o  be the northeast 
corner nas de f in i t e ly  something else.  Going back t o  t h e  Vavasour map, it 
nas seen that  nhat had been uncovered 7as probably the east  n a l l  of t he  
harness shop and the east  n a l l  of the  long dnsll ing house. Search was 
again made f o r  the northeast corner. Huge sections of concrete flooring 
nere encountered nhich could not be moved. This f loor ing nas par t  of one 



of' the buildings erected by t h e  Spruce Division located here from 1917 t o  
1919. Fortunately, over the  exact area -ihere t he  northeast corner of the  
stocbade ;:as located a large slab of the  f loor ing had been removed (Plate  
1 2 )  leaving the  posts undisturbed. The flooring. had missed the tops of 

the  posts  by inches. In  addit ion,  a 14 inch concrete t i l e  had missed the 
corner by a foot.  

After f inding the northeast and southeast corners oork -as resumed 
in  the  northviest area again t o  uncover the bastion and show i t s  re la t ion 
t o  the  north an& nest  stockade mlls (Plate  13 ) . 

I n  the meantime a s u r v o ~  was made by a crew from the Clark County 
h g i n e e r ' s  Office t o  locate  the  section corner just south of the stockade 
and t o  l ay  out a m i d  system. There &as considerable delay in  finding 
the section corner, because the markers had been removed or  l o s t .  The 
survey crew located two points e i t he r  of vihich might have been the section 
corner. 

By excavating a t  a point suggested by Bernard Morris of t i e  County 
Engineer's off ice ,  the  old original  atone marker was found and a new con- 
c re te  marker put i n  i t s  place. Custodian Garth of Thitman Kational Monu- 
ment and I t r i e d  t o  lay out a grid system, but heavy r a in s  during the neek 
he was here prevented u s  from accomplishing th i s .  The survey crew took up 
where we had stopped and by working two Saturday mornings completed the  
grid system of 100 foot coordinates. 

The excavation of the  bastion proved very interesting.  Two badly 
charred horizontal timbers had been uncovered e a r l i e r  eighteen inches be- 
lon the  present ground level  mhile t rac ing  out t he  west stockade w a l l .  
These proved t o  be the foundation timbers of the  south n a l l  of the  bastion. 
The stockade posts  def in i te ly  ended vhere the bastion n a l l  timbers inter-  
sected them. The sane proved t rue  of the  north l i n e  of stockade posts. 
It vas thought tha t  some evidence of t he  corner of the  stockade n a l l ~ o u l d  
be encountered within the bastion, because the Runon's ground plan does not 
show a bastion on the northwest corner. Commander Charles Wilkes s t a t e s ,  
"Between the steps (of D r .  I~fcLou&lin~s home) a r e  two old cannon on sea- 
carriages,  with a few shot t o  speak defiance a t  t he  natives . . . , I 
mention these,  a s  they a re  t he  o n l l  warlike ins twnents  t o  my knowledge 
tha t  a r e  within t he  pickets of Vancouver, which d i f f e r s  from other f o r t s  
i n  having no bastions,  ga l l e r i e s ,  or loop holes . ." 6/ 

Three s ides  of t he  bastion foundation showed evidence of conflagra- 
t ion.  Only the west wall was unburned. The timbers were of eight inch 
square Douglas f i r .  The heat from the f i r e  had been so intense tha t  even 
the ear th  was burned t o  a ruddy brown. Over these charred timbers was a 
deposit of from four t o  f i ve  inches of f ine  ash with hardly 8 t race  of 
charcoal, adding t o  the proof of the  intense heat when the bastien was 
fired.  The foundation timbers of the  west n a l l ,  which had not burnod, 
probably because of moisture i n  the  ground, were so badly rot ted tha t  very 

Wilkes, Charles, Narrative of t he  United States  Exploring Expedition, 
Vo! . IV. p. 327. 



l i t t l e  rcrnained of tham. A door undoubtedly had existed i n  the southeast 
corner of t he  bastion, but evidence of t h i s  was not too  conclusive except 
f o r  the f ac t  tha t  no great amount of rot ted timber shoned i n  t h a t  section. 

According t o  Lieutenant Vavasourls report of 1845 and 1846, "The 
bastion of t he  northnest corner naa tnenty f e e t  square, the  tvo lover 
s to r i e s  are  loop-holed and the top s tory is  an octagonal cap containing 
eight three pound iron guns. . 7 /  Measurements of the  foundat ion of 
the bastion shoc overall  dimensions of trrenty f ee t  s ix inches on each 
side. The eight inch square timbers nhich formed tho foundation of the  
bastion, undoubtedly moved outnard a fen inches from pressure and perhaps 
from bucklirig during the f i r e .  The distance betceen the  pa ra l l e l  timbers 
varied from one t o  f i v e  inches. (P la tes  4 and 13) 

Vavasour recommended tha t  8/ "the simplest method of strengthening 
t h i s  post against sudden a t t ackaou ld  be t o  dig  a di tch around it ,  throving 
the earth against the  pickets,  nhich nould be loop-holed and a banquette 
formed on the in t e r io r ,  erecting another small block house a t  t he  south- 
east  corner t o  f'lank the  south and east  sides,  and placing small t raverses  
behind the  gates." According t o  a footnote x/ nhich s t a t e s ,  Which was 
done, t o  the  great arnoysnce of t he  American se t t l e r s "  it nas expected 
that some evidence of a mall bastion nould be encountered during the ex- 
cavation of the  southeast corner. Exactly nhat sor t  of a structure was 
b u i l t  is not knorm. It does not shor; on any of the  ground plans nor the  
dracings of Fort Vancouver. No evidence of such a s t ructure  nos found 
during the excavation. 

A t o t a l  of 301 f ee t  of the stockade nas uncovered. hk~st of the nork 
i a s  done along the north n n l l ,  but soctions of t h e  nest  and south malls 
were a l s o  uncovered. According t o  the  report of Lieutenant lbmons, the  
posts were of p i n e . a  Frcm Lieutenant Vnvaaour's report ,  we learn tha t  
the  for t  was an enclosure of cedar pickets f i f t een  f ee t  high. Excavation 
proved tha t  the  posts measured from f ive  t o  th i r teen  inches in  diameter. 
The few tha t  mere en t i r e ly  dug out shoned evidence of having been saw-cut 
rhen felled.  Ident i f icat ion of pa r t s  of th ree  posts  proved t h a t  the  t r e e s  
used f o r  the  stockade were Douglas f i r . l l /  The la rger  posts were those 
used a t  the  comers  of the  stockade. TG smaller ones were used i n  t he  
l i n e  f orming the walls. 

The stockade posts i n  most instances were very rotten.  Only a few, 
those in  the  southeast corner, were i n  f a i r l y  good shape (Plates 15 and 16)  

Schaf e r ,  Joseph, Documents Relative t o  :Jarre and Vavasourvs Mili tary 
Reconnaissance i n  Oregon, 1845-6, p.86. 

8 1  Idem., p.86 - 
9 1 Ibid.  - 

From photostatic copies of pages of the  original  document i n  the 
Yale University Library. 

U/ Connrmnication from the  Forest Products Laboratory, U. S. Forest - 
Service, Madison, 7:Iis. 



Some of t he  posts  had charred tops  and a fen nere burned dorm t o  the bot- 
tm. They nere burie3 from 24 inches from the present surface t o  a s  much 
a s  52 inches. This extra  depth resulted from f i l l  made on the surface in 
recent times. During Horld I1 the area was used a s  a motor pool f o r  the 
armed forces, and sand and gravel nere spread on the  surface t o  prevent 
the  cars from bogging d m .  The depth tha t  t he  posts were buried from 
the or iginal  ground level  ms from tno t o  th ree  f e e t  as  mentioned by 
Lieutenant mans. 

The tops of t he  posts nere usually about eight inches from the  
or iginal  ground level .  I n  t h i s  eight inches, chips of rot ten vood and 
chunks of charred nood were found, but never any posts  in  position. After 
the stockade rias abandoned by the  Hudson's Bay personnel, pa r t s  of it were 
burned and pa r t s  nere torn d 0 r m . g  

S t i l l  l a t e r  the area m s  used a s  a f ie16 fo r  ra i s ing  wheat and pota- 
toes. A s  t he  f i e l d  nas plowed from year t o  year, the plonshares f i n a l l y  
sheared off a l l  of t he  posts a t  t he  plo~: l i n e  level  of from eight t o  t en  
inches belon the  surface. In s m e  instances several  posts i n  l i n e  w i l l  
shorr nhere the plor; shaved off portions of the s ides ,  but did not remove 
the e n t i r e  post. In  other cases, the  en t i r e  top of a post has been to rn  
off and mashed dom t o  one side of tho post. 

Along t h a t  portion of the  north stockade ml l  nhich r a s  excavated, 
tno rons of rot ted posts r e r e  found, usually from s i x  inches t o  a foot 
apart .  One rorr ;-.as a l l ays  much be t t e r  preserved than the  other. The 
bottoms of t he  ba t te r  presemed posts r e r c  most often a l i t t l e  deeper 
than those not so n e l l  preserved. The existence of these two rons of 
posts i s  explained because of the necessity of replacing t h e  ro t ten  
posts a f t e r  a number of years. No doubt in  other sections of the  stock- 
ade rmll  replacements -ere made a t  l ea s t  once, but the  ro t ten  posts  were 
removed nhen tho trench nas dug. Along the north rrall a pa ra l l e l  trench 
aas  dug nhen replacement nas necessary. 

The fill around the  stockade posts consisted of almost everything 
from coal dust t o  broken dishes,  coal, c l inkers ,  broken br ick,  small 
stones, and even saved timbers. These timbers nere sometimes from s i x  
t o  t en  fee t  in  length and may have been scantl ings used a s  bracing in  
connection with t h e  stockade. 

12/ Bancroft, H. H. ,  IIistory of the  Northuest Coast, pp. 710-711. - 
-13- 



ARTIFACTS 

A s  previously s ta ted ,  the  excavation nork done during the  f a l l  of 
1947 vas made primarily for  t he  purpose of locating the  stockade and 
outl ining i t s  perimeter. Aside from the  nork done a t  t he  por:der maga- 
zine, only the bastion and the remaining three corners of t h e  stockade 
nere uncovered. Test trenches nere dug along t h e  north wall t o  deter-  
mine i ts  extent and construction. Some nork rias done in t h e  southeast 
area i n  order t o  obtain a sampling of t he  iron objects so p l e n t i f i l  there. 

During the course of t h i s  excavation, a great number of h i s to r i c  ob- 
jects  nere uncovered, including iron,  china, glass ,  and other in te res t ing  
a r t i f a c t s .  No objects of Indian manufacture were found. 

Iron Objects 

The importance of Fort Vancouver as a center of operations is empha- 
sized in  the  finding of so much iron. It ms the rendezvous fo r  the  com- 
pany's f u r  t rade a s  c e l l  a s  the  depot f o r  a l l  goods brought from England; 
a l so  the supply center f o r  t raps ,  guns, and other supplies needed by trap- 
ping brigades. It served, too, a s  t he  repair  shop f o r  a l l  vessels  before 
t h e i r  departure t o  other pa r t s  of t he  norld. 

The b las t  furnaces and ro l l i ng  m i l l s  of Great Bri ta in  acre  producing 
iron in  1a:ge quant i t ies  at  t h i s  time.l3/ Factories nere manufacturing 
many different kinds of t oo l s  and hardGre f o r  home use a s  rrell a s  f o r  
the  export trade.  

In  1845, an iron s tore  and a blacksmith shop r e r e  par t  of t h e  stock- 
ade establishment. The blaclcsmith, during the time that  McLoughlin nas - Chief Factor, :.as o Kentuckian named Cannon. %/ Mr. Cannon nas ingeni- 
ous i n  h i s  t rade and nell- l iked by D r .  McLoughlin. He had h i s  anvi l  and 
forge beneath a spreading f i r  t r e e ,  and made many of t he  items f o r  t he  
important projects  planned and completed by D r .  McLoughlin. It nas he 
who made the overshot nater  aheel f o r  t h e  earmill. He a l so  rigged up the 
f l ou r  m i l l  of nheels and cogs nhen the f o r t  outgren the old hollon stump 
and the  spring pole t ha t  ::orked the heavy pest le .  Cannon came overland 
z i t h  Yx. Zunt, partner of the  Astor Expedition, i n  1811, and remained 
n i t h  the  Rudson's Bay Company. After t he  company abandoned the old f o r t ,  
he vent t o  l i v e  on Fronch P r a i r i e  and died thore about 1865. 

Mr. Cannon must have been a busy blacksmith a t  Fort Vancouver from 
the great amount of scrap iron found during excavation. It rjould indeed 
mke an in t  orest  ing s tory,  i f  r7e only kneii more about him and h i s  hand- 
ic ra f t .  An inst ruct ive diorama shoving him at h i s  forgo could be made 
f o r  a muscum. 

13/ Trumn, V i l l i a m ,  The Iron Niu fac tu re  of Great Bri ta in ,  p.282 - 
Clarke, S. A., Pioneer Days of Orogon History, pp.184-5. 
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A t o t a l  of 3,355 piecos of iron cere  found during t h e  excavation. 
These -ere broken d0r.m f o r  counting, by areas and objects. Pn-ther ex- 
cavntion rill reveal hundreds of additional pieces of iron in  a l l  par t s  
of tho stockade, a s  \ ;el l  a s  on the outside. The greatest  concentration 
of iron and iron objects occurred in the southeast section of tho  stock- 
ade. The foundations of nei ther  t he  blacksmith shop nor t h e  iron s to re  
were found. The ear th  i n  tha t  v ic in i ty  was a mixture of coal, ashes, 
clinkers,  and iron. A number of good a r t i f a c t s ,  such a s  beads, gun 
f l i n t s ,  and broken china were a l so  found here. 

The iron found near the blacksmith shop consisted of scrap of a l l  
descriptions,  including broken blacksmith too ls  and broken beaver t r ap  
par ts .  It is interest ing t o  note the various standard s izes  of s t rap,  
bar,  and rod iron ends cut off a s  waste. The s i zes  of s t rap range from 
1/16 inch t o  one inch i n  thickness. Widths vary from & inch t o  inches. 
Thirty-eight s izes  of s t rap  iron were found in  a l l ,  and in  addition there  
were s i x  thicknesses of p la te  iron, s i x  s izes  of bar, and ten s izes  of 
rod. 

The s t rap iron was made up i n  widths according t o  the  following 
table:  

8 widths of 1/16 inch 
7 widths of 1/8 inch 
7 widths of 1/4 inch 

12 widths of 3/8 inch 
3 widths of 112 inch 
1 width of 7/8 inch - 

38 different  widths 

The fact  tha t  so much standard s ize  s t r ap ,  rod, bar,  and p la te  iron 
was found here is indicative of the premise tha t  many of t he  iron too ls  
and supplies were probably fabricated a t  Fort Vancouver. These were made 
up a s  the need arose f o r  special  orders and when the stock of standard 
items was depleted. Fort Vancouver was fortunate in  having t h e  services 
of such a blacksmith. From inventory lists at  the  various other f o r t s  
we know tha t  a l l  manner of manufactured items were imported and carr ied 
i n  stock. The l i s t s  read much l i k e  the  goods tha t  would be carr ied in  a 
general countnj s tore  of several decades past .  However, these out of the 
way posts probablg could not boast of a blacksmith a s  one of t h e i r  per- 
sonnel. 

The list of iron objects found include the following: 

Axe blade 
Chisels 
m g e  
Punches 
Picaroon 
Hooks 
Latches 
Grape Shot 

Hinges Metal d r i l l  b i t  
Chain Blacksmith tongs 
Thimbles Blade mattox 
Wedges Latch and door p la tes  
Scythe Beaver t r ap  par t s  
Trmel  Horse and mule shoes 
Hasps Cannon ba l l s  
Hand mought na i l s ,  spikes, bo l t s ,  
nuts and mashers. 

15/ Rich E.E., Journal of Occurrences in the Athabasca Department by George - 
Simpson, 1820 and 1821, and Reports, pp.141-167. 
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A l l  iron tools  fotuid during t h e  excavation nere broken 01' norn out. 
The blacksmith tongs consisted of of eleven pa i r s .  A t o t a l  of eight 
punches and chisels  nhich had been used in connection rrith the  blacksmith 
nork nere uncovered. Although these too ls  have been buried i n  the  &amp 
ground f o r  almost one hundred years,  they a re  s t i l l  i n  a remarkably good 
s t a t e  of preservation. (Plate 17) 

There s e r e  tnenty-nine pieces of broken l inks  of chain and tvo short 
sections of chain. Eleven pieces of one-eighth by one-quarter inch s t rap  
iron bindings were found. These had apparently been placed around the 
ends of small squared oooden timbers t o  keep t h e  nood from sp l i t t i ng .  
The s izes  of the  openings varied. The ends of t he  s t raps  nere Interlocked 
by bending t o  keep them i n  place. 

One well-made hand trowel was uncovered which measured f i f t e e n  inches 
i n  t o t a l  length. The blade was curved and measured ten inches long by 
two and one-half inches wide and the  shank was serrated t o  take a wooden 
handle. (P la te  le) A section of scythe blade was found (Plate  18) which 
measured eleven inches long by two and one-half inches wide. 

Three large cannon b a l l s  were found which meaaured three and one- 
half  and four inches in  diameter. They weighed f ive  pounds f i f t e e n  
ounces and eight pounds f i f t e e n  ounces respectively. Six grape shot 
measuring from three-quarters of an iuch t o  one and one-quarter inches 
i n  diameter mere unearthed a t  various places. A gun lock and powder 
pan (Plate  19, from nhat was probably a U. S. Army Springfield f l i n t -  
lock of 1843, mas ident i f ied by M r .  Arthur Woodnard of t h e  Los Angeles 
County Museum of 7 i s torg ,  Science, and A r t .  The cannon b a l l s  and grape 
shot probably a l so  belonged t o  the  U. S. Army period. 

Pieces of broken stove l i d s  and iron k e t t l e s  Trere found along the 
nmth  v a l l  behind tho locat ion of the  kitchen. 

The large amount of iron unearthed is probably onlv a small portion 
of what s t i l l  l i e s  buried beneath the ground. I f  fur ther  excavation is 
done, a more thorough study of t h e  iron alone n i l 1  be a project  of prime 
importance. 

Other Metal Objects 

A fen in te res t ing  objects of other metals, mostly brass  and copper, 
were discovered. One very f ine  brass  candle snuffer was found along the 
north stockade nail . Three brass  buttons came t o  l i gh t  i n  
various pa r t s  of t he  area. One was uncovered i n  t he  rreetern area near 
nhere t he  stnrehouses had been. It had never been used on clothing and 
nas undoubtedly par t  of t he  stock of goods stored there. It still had 
par t  of the  g i l t  f i n i s h  on i ts  face. On the reverse s ide of-one of t he  
buttons was the l e t t e r i n g  *vSPA:IDAm OWNGE GILTv. Loops of copper wire 
soldered t o  the  backs of the buttons nere used f o r  attaching them t o  
clothing. Buttons similar t o  these nere found a t  Wiltman National Mon- 
ument and had s i l v e r  f i n i s h  on t h e  face instead of g i l t .  



The f i n d  vhich crdaked t h e  rhost i n t e r e s t  ::as a b r a s s  door lock 
( P l a t e s  22 and 23), uncovered iil t h e  nor theas t  a rea l  I n  i t s  day it could 
have been p a r t  of t h e  f i x t u r e s  on t h e  Chief Fac to r ' s  house. Upon com- 
parison ' : i th t h e  brass  locks  on t h e  LlcLoughlin Rouse in Oregon Ci ty ,  it 
y.:as found t o  be i d o n t i c a l  i n  shape and s i ze .  The locks  no\r i n  use  on t h e  
licJ,oughlin Youse ve re  o r i g i n a l l y  on t h e  Barclay Bouse. 

Of t h e  brass  c e r t r i d g e s  found, t h e  most comon type n a s  t h e  45-70 
U. S. Army Spr ingf i e ld ,  ~ h i c h  d a t e  around t h e  per iod  1886-1888 and one 
Spencer 52-52 nhich d a t e s  from the  1860fs.161 A percussion cap nhich 
f i t t e d  over t h e  n ipple  of a  cap-and-ball t F e  r i f l e  was found a t  t h e  
ponder magazine. Three b r a s s  tubes  n i t h  n i r e s  a t t ached  came from va r ious  
l o c a t i o n s  r i t h i n  t h e  f o r t .  One mas found near  t h e  porrder magazine. These 
a r e  por t ions  of f r i c t i o n  cannon primers of t h e  period 1850-1860. These 
primers ,.:ere t h r u s t  i n t o  t h e  touch ho les  of o ld  muzzle loade r s  and t h e  
end of t h e  f r i c t i o n  n i r e  covered z i t h  a detonat ing  substance nhich  s e t  off 
t h e  povder priming i n  t h e  tube. Only one round-headed b r a s s  p in  similar 
t o  our s t r i g h t  p i n s  of today rras uncovered. 

Another f i n d  n a s  t h a t  of t h r e e  b r a s s  keys ( P l a t e  24 ) i n  t h e  nor th-  
r e s t  s ec t ion  of t h e  bast ion.  They look a l i k e ,  but each one i s  d i f f e r e n t  
a s  t o  t h e  lock  it f i t t e d .  The one has a  diamond shaped opening i n  t h e  
end, while t h e  o ther  two have t r i a n g u l a r  openings of different s i z e s .  

Other o b j e c t s  include trjo s m a l l  hand-mought square copper n a i l s ,  
a  number of p i eces  of copper sheet ing  and tubing ,  a copper b a r  bent  simi- 
l a r  t o  t h e  mouth p iece  of a horse b i t  and seve ra l  rims of copper vesse ls .  

Objects of Glass  

The g l o s s  count amounted t o  1,615 fragments. These cons is ted  mainly 
of broken b o t t l e s ,  probably v ine ,  rum, and brandy. Honever, t h e r e  r e r e  
many- fragments of t h i n  rrindoi; g l a s s ,  a n  item much sought a f t e r  by American 
emigrants a f t e r  t h e i r  long t r e k  ac ross  t h e  p la ins .  Even '[exican Ca l i fo rn ia  
d id  not have such a luxury at  t h a t  t ime. m e n  t h e  f u r  t r a d e  decl ined,  t h e  
Hudson's 3a:r Company sari t h e  advantage of s tocking  hard^-:are, f i r e - b r i c k ,  
g l a s s  and o ther  items not obta inable  from any o ther  source on t h e  P a c i f i c  
Coast. Much of t h e i r  p r o f i t s  camefrom s a l e s  of t h e s e  items t o  s e t t l e r s  
i n  the  Willamette Valley. 

Glass beads r e r e  found everwhere .  They a r e  t h e  t y p i c a l  Venetian 
t r a d e  beads, da t ing  probablv from 1830 t o  1860. Many of these  same kinds 
of beads a r e  found j.n Ca l i fo rn ia  and may have been t r aded  t o  t h e  Indians 
by people who bought them from t h e  '!udson's Bay Company. 

Some of t h e  f i n e r  g l a s s  fragments include a ground g l a s s  s topper f o r  
an  apothecary b o t t l e ,  a  p iece  of milk g lass ,and a por t ion  of a l a r g e  
tumbler. 

A few fragments of opaque bluish-green g l a s s  suggests  Sandwich g l a s s  
of t h e  e a r l y  18201s. A more thorough stud.. w i l l  have t o  be made on t h e s e  
p ieces  t o  v e r i f y  such an  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  

-- 
1 6 7 ~ o m m i c a t  - ion from Arthur Woodward, November 4 ,  1947. 



Ceramics 

Great B r i t a i n  was making a s  g rea t  s t r i d e s  i n  t h e  pe r fec t ion  of ceramic 
processes a s  she was i n  t h e  revolu t ion  of t h e  i ron  industry.  The last ha l f  
of t h e  e ighteenth  c e n t u r j  saw a development unpara l le led  i n  ceramic h i s t o r y  
i n  t h e  l i t t l e  midland county of S taf fordshi re .  Notonly was S ta f fo rdsh i re  
famous f o r  i t s  important i ron  and coa l  depos i t s ,  but  it was t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  
c l ay  which made t h e  Wedgewood ware so  famous was found. It is  taken from t h e  
wPot t e r i e s"  d i s t r i c t  of North S ta f fo rdsh i re ,  where extens ive  china and pot- 
t e r y  f a c t o r i e s  s t i l l  e x i s t .  

I t  mas i n  t h i s  English County t h a t  Jos iah  Spode began as an  apprent ice  
p o t t e r  i n  1749. During h i s  l i f e t i m e  two g rea t  developments were pe r fec ted ;  
f irst ,  t h e  b lue  underglaze t r a n s f e r  p r i n t i n g ,  and second, t h e  bone china 
formula. 171 From h i s  d i scover i e s  t h e r e  r e s u l t e d  t h e  s tandardiza t ion  of 
Znglish ; > z c e l a i n  i n  t h e  l a s t  decades of t h e  Eighteenth Century. I n  t h e  
e a r l y  p a r t  of t h e  Nineteenth Centunr William Copeland entered  i n t o  par tner -  
sh ip  wi th  Jos i ah  Spode t h e  second. From 1833 t c  1847 t h e  name of t h e  firm 
was inown a s  Copeland and G a r r e t t ;  from 1847 t o  1867 it was W. T. Copeland, 
and from 1867 t o  recent  t imes,  a s  Copeland and Sons. Today t h e  company is 
c a l l e d  Copeland and Thompson. 

Daring t h e  time t n a t  t h i s  f i n e  ch ina ,  Late Spode, was f ind ing  i t s  way 
t o  evem p a r t  of t h e  world, t h e  Rudson's Bay Company was buying it f o r  t h e  
use  of i t s  employees. Fragments of broken china ( P l a t e s  25 and 26) a r e  
found i n  every corner of o ld  For t  Vancouver. A t o t a l  of 6,252 broken 
p ieces  were co l l ec ted  during t h e  excavation. The g r e a t e r  percentage of t h i s  
riare i s  Copeland and Garre t t  which rms manufactured beti-reen t h e  y e a r s  1833 
t o  1847. A number of o ther  kinds of china have a l s o  been found, but  no 
p o s i t i v e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  have a s  ye t  been made. Sixty-four p ieces  were 
ship.ped t o  Copeland and Thompson, Inc. ,  t h e  Spode rep resen ta t ive  i n  t h e  
United S t a t e s ,  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of p a t t e r n s  and times of manufacture. 

In a l l ,  377 broken p ieces  of crockery nere  found. What has been t e n t a -  
t i v e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  Bennington Ware was t h e  most numerous. Th i s  b ~ a u t i f u l  
brown glazed crockery mas made a t  Sennington, Vermont. P ieces  of y e l l m  
glaze ,  b lue  g laze ,  and l u s t r e  m r e  uere  co l l ec ted ,  but not i n  any g r e a t  
q u a n t i t i e s .  The rrord "SNUFF" appears  on one small fragment of green g laze  
Rare. Broken p ieces  of b lue  and n h i t o  Chinese porce la in  nere  found i n  small  
quan t i t i e s .  Same of these  appeared t o  be fragments of "ginger ja rs" ,  n h i i e  
o the r s  ne re  frQm deep b o ~ ~ l s .  This  po rce la in  ms brought t o  t h e  Northnest 
by m y  of t h e  Sandnich Is lands .  

Other ob jec t s  mnde of c l ay  include t!lo p o r t s  of cosmetic j a r  t o p s  
( P l a t e  27).  One of these  is t h e  top  belonging t o  a cold cream j a r  and the  
o the r  t o  a shaving cream jar .  The shaving cream top  f i t s  t h e  only j a r  found 
( P l a t e  28) .  On t h e  bottom of t h i s  j a r  i s  t h e  imprint "COSNELLt'and dtl* 02." 

Another very comon item which was found i n  every s e c t i o n  of t h e  s tock- 
ade nas  t h e  broken clay p ipe .  A t o t a l  of 904 p ieces  of p ipe  stems and bonls  
nas  cleaned and s to red  f o r  s tudy purposes. A f e n  of t h e  b e t t e r  examples 
( P l a t e  29) may be used f o r  exhib i t ion .  The name of t h e  manufacturer,  "FORD 
& SPEPNEY", i s  imprinted i n  t h e  c l ay  of t h e  bovl of some specimens. 

- 
1 7 /  - Hayden, Arthur, Spode and H i s  Successors,  p. 101. 



Miscellaneous Objects 

Among the few remaining items which came t o  l i g h t  during the  excava- 
t i o n  were oyster she l l s ,  coral ,  brick,  and coal. 

The oyster she l l s  appeared in  large quant i t ies  behind the kitchen 
along the north wall. The oysters undoubtedly came from Shoalwater Bay 
just north of the  mouth of the Columbia. The oysters were gathered by 
Indians, 18/ bought by the white s e t t l e r s  i n  exchange f o r  goods, and 
sold a l o n z i d e  vessels fo r  $1.50 per bushel. Apparently the gentlemen 
of Fort Vancouver l iked t h e i r  oysters. 

Coral of a very primitive type was found i n  various places .g/  It 
had been used f o r  making mortar and was i n  the  foundation of the  powder 
magazine. According t o  t h e  Warre and Vavasour report ,  " . . . there  be- 
ing no limestone found on the Columbia nearer than Fort Colvil le or Van- 
couver's Island i n  the  S t r a i t s  of Juan de Fuca, the lime used by the 
Iiudson's Ray Company i n  building t h e i r  chimneys being made from cora l  
brought from the Sandwich ~ s l a n d s . ~ ~  

Broken bricks and well-preserved coal were found i n  many areas ,  
especially i n  the  southeast. Pzoken br ick was used a l l  along the stock- 
ade wall fo r  helping t o  hold the posts  upright. Although no ident i f ica-  
t ion  has been made, it is thought that  t h i s  brick probably was made lo- 
cally.  The coal could have been brought e i t he r  from England or Van- 
couver Island. 

--- --- 
18/ Stevens, Isaac I., Narrative and Final Report of Explorations . . p.157. - 

Arthur Toodnard, communication of November 4, 1947. 

20/ Schafer, J. Op.cit., p.86. -- 
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