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What is undoubtedly the most complete set of mar-
itime records to be found anywhere in this nation is lo-
cated right here in Portsmouth, once one of the greatest
seaports in the country. These historic documents are
in the possession of the United States Customs Department
at the Federal Building here.

During the past few days, Deputy Collector of Cus~-
tomes George A. Nelson has been engaged in fitting a spec-
ial room for use as a record room. This is equipped with
new steel book cases, allowing easy and quick access to
any of these important documents.

The records of this part begin in 1789, not long
after the Revolutionary War brought independence from
Great Britain. The records tell of all ships entering
and leaving the port of Portsmouth down through all the
years to the present day.

The men who kept the records of the port in those
olden days took greét care with their work. It is very
interesting to see the beautiful penmanship in which
these records were made. The shaded script is as regu-
lar and clear as engraving.

The records up to the year 1819 are loose sheets
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sewed together. After this year the records were kept
in large leather~bound volumes. These records are of
three kinds: the registers, dealing with foreign trade:
the enrollment records, of all ships over twenty tons
and the licence records.

Did you know that at one time Portsmouth was an
authorized port of entry for aliens? More than 1500 for-
eign persons received their first sight of America at
this port.

This city was designated a port of entry in 1820
and remained so until after the Civil War. Immigrants
came here from Ireland, England, Scotland, Wales, Hol~-
land, Switzerland and Norway. Other countries were rep=_. .
esented to a lesser eXtent; This was before the real
start of the wave of immigration which came in later
years. The records of entry of every alien during those
years are among these valuable records.

The récords of shipping of the port of York, Maine,
between‘the years of 1789 and 1910 are also to be found
here. In earlier times York was the home port of many
fishing vessels, which would return from the Great Banks
with holds filled to the deck with fish.

Deputy Nelson has been engaged, during spare time
in the past two years, in a most interesting and impor-

tant task. This is the writing of a book giving the
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complete history of Portsmouth in maritime affairs.
While the fame of Salem and Newburyport as ship-building
centers and the renown of their vessels and sailors has
been spread wide by many authors, but little is to be
found upon the shipping of New Hampshire. At one time
this port rivalled or even surpassed Salem as a seaport
and ship-building center. Mr. Nelson has collected a
most interesting fund of information about our old-time
maritime glory and the publication of his book will be
welcomed by many a descendent of those seamen of that
long~ago time. Mr. Nelson would welcome the receipt of
any old documents dealing with these matters and any in-

formation as to the ships and sailors of old Portsmouth.
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Editor's Note

The reader or researcher is cautioned to note the faect that
because of minor discrepancles in the pagination as well as the
absence of a few pages in the original typewritten copy of Farly

U, S. Customs Records and History, Portsmouth, N.H,, the pages

of this copy have been renumbered,
Notes handwritten by George Nelson on the reverse of
original pages have been typewritten and inserted in the

proper seguence,



JOSEPH WHIPPLE,
HIS LIFE AND LETTERS.

it is not myintention to eulogize Joseph Whipple, nor
to insist that he be given his proper place in New Hampshire's
history; but to look thru Joseph's eyes at the incidents of his

lifetime, %o trace thru his letters and éxperiences the trials

- of the troublous days fron 1773 to 1816,

Little is known about the early life of Joseph Vhipple.

' The house where he was born February 14, 1737, still stands

in Kittery, thedomicile where he spent the years of his manhood

and from which he was laid away, still remains,on State Street

in this City:— between the two periods lie the unknown adventures

of his youth.and adolescense.
In imagination we can see him as a lad of 7 watching William
Pepperell muster and lead away the group from Kittery who were

0 assist in the cépture of TLouisburg. We can go to church

with hir, accompanied by an armed guard to pEevent ambushes

by the Indians, and listen to the tread of the sentry outside,

a welcome diversion from the monotony ofthe long sermons and

prayers.
Camnot you picture Joseph as a youth of 10, witnessihg the

. launching of the Ship of the Tine AMERTCA and isn't it possible

that brother William, seven years older, received the inspiration
to becéme a seafarer on this occasion ?

e probably iéceived his educétion at Portsmouth and at
an early age worked out an apprenticeship in the mercantile
establishment of Nathaniel Carter at Newburypot.  On
reaching his méjority,he went into business with his brofher

William, their store being on Spring Hill in Pértsmouth.
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Four years later, he married Hannah Billings, two years
his senior. '

Wwith the approach of the Revolution, théir business altho
excepvionally suocessful, was dissolved,. i At that time,

the attention of Portsmouth's citizens were turned to the

northern part of the State. Settlements had been established,.

along the Connectiuut River nearly to.the Canadian border but
1ack‘of roads had prevented travel into the inserior.
If there had been a map of the State at that time, it

would have shown a Trunk road from Massachusetts to manchester

and Concord, one from Dover runnin south of Iake Winne esaukee
3

to Haverhill, Wew Hampshire and the third from Moultonboro
chru Plymouth to Fanover. | South of a line drawn from east
©o west thru Plymouth one would find many roads linking the
verious toﬁns of southern ¥ew Hampshire buf_north, one would
find only the one extending from Faverhill, N. H.,to Iancaster,
vassable at certain seasons of the year only; the White
I.ounvains belng the barrier.

In 1772, a hunter dlscovered an Indian trall thru what
is now Crawford Notch and soon after, a road was built from
FPortsmouth to Iancaster thru this notch opening up the country
north of.theﬂﬁountains.‘ On Juné_22, 1772;.a grant was made

of a tract of land called Dartmouth ccverihg an area six

wtes .
montns Square to 57 persons. Realizing that an opportunity

nad presented itself, Joseph \ihipple became its first settler,
It is difficult to understand the move, Fé vas
accustomed to a life of luxury, his mother having inherited

mucn wealth from her father, Robert Cutts, a xrich shipwright
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D Josenh “hlpple.

of Xittery and the whipples moved in the best social ¢ircles.

Tut he proved himself ell adapted to pioneering life,

Soon after arrival, hebuilt himself a two story dwelling, set
‘up a sawmiil and a grist mill and later, another saw mill and
grist mill at Riverton on the western boundary of his territory.
#ithin two years he had acquired for $4000.00-GO 6f the 72 shares
| aid in 1796 , he beoame sole owner of 25 000 acres known as 4
Dartmouth. This great estate was divided by him 1nto
100 acre lots, glvlnp 50 acres to each settler, 1ater selling .
the other50 at $1 or $2 an acre or giving it to him outright.

lien of calibre were attracted tovhim. Probably the

greatest character in early Jefferson history was Samuel
Plaisted whon Joseprh brought with him from Porismouth.
Samuel*s son Harrison became Governor of Balne ib 1858, his

raxdson Farrison, after being cited for gallant conduct and
oromoted to the raqk of}lieutenant ooloné&lduring the Civil

Waxr became Governor of the same State.in 1880 énd his great
grandson Fred repeated in 1911,

Mentilon must be made of Deborah Vicker when Joseph

Wnipple engaged gs a domestic in 1776 and thus -bestowed on hexr
the distinction of belng the first white woman to go thru 
Crawf ord Notch, She married Tevi Stalbird who also worked for
M. Hnlpple.- After the death of her husband, she became‘a |
dootor; having been taught by the indians the value of the various
herbs and roots, On horseback she tra&eled widely thru the
mountain section and became dearly beloved by all, . Granny
Stalbird, as she was called, alleviated physical suffering

wnereever she went and must have taken care of the spiritual
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needs for she carried a bible with her, the first in the
section. She lived to be nearly a hmdred and her death
was a sad blow to her legion of friends. '

It is difficult to relate the story of Joseph ‘hipple in
Partmouth without telling the story of Nancy, one of his
doriestics and the first white woman in Dartmouth, now Jefferson.
She fell in love with one of the workmen and in 1778 went to
Iancaster to purchase hexr trousseau leaving the balanoe of her
savingé with her fiance. - Hearing in Iancaster thd hex lover'
was leaving with Mr. Whipple earlier than expected, she |
hastened back only o find that he had skipped‘with Her money.

Knowing that a stop was always made at a hut in the’v
‘notch, she decided to attempt to reach the place before they
lefs. = The mén at home tried to dissuade her and even after
she started, they felt certain that she would be forced to
return due to the snow fall ofthe previous day vut when
darkness came and she was still away, they started after her,

Fancy was several miles aklead, leg weary and numb with

the cold. Flnally after going 22 mlles she fell in

'Y -
crossing a brook but managed to reach %ﬁe bank. Thexe she

was found, 31ttlng down with her head resting on her cane,
frozen to Seath Today, the brook, just south of Bemis, is';
known as Nauncy Brook, its oascades as Nancy Casoades, the pond
vihere the stream originates, Nancy Pond and thevmountaln
down whose‘sideSAthe Nancy flows, Nancy Mountain.

As for ' the falthleS° lover, he suffered great remorse which
resulted in violent 1nsan1ty ard deatho

Joseph Vhipple nroved to be uhe right man in the rlght place

during the Revolution. Jie, represented his dlstrlob in the
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; ' ew Hampshire legislature from 1776 to 17783 again in 1782,
1784 and 1785. The .committee of safety relied upon him
to protéct the mountain region from Indian éttacks, to
distribute firearms, gunpoud<r, lead sholt etc and to direct
various military activities. From his stores, he supplled
food and clothing for many scouting parties. He rounded up
men who had deserted their farms and families in fear of Indian
attacks. He himself was capbtured by the Redskins in 1781 |
but escapéd.‘ | o

| In July, 1784, Joseph Whipple was onr of a group including
Dr. Belknap, the famous historiam of ﬁover, Dr. Cutter and the
Reverand ¥Mr. Iittle who left Dover to éarry on a scientific

expedition un Mount Washington but Joseph and three others

were the only ones to reach the top due to cloudy weather.
Iéter, the party finding themselves at Colonecl Whipples.
Tartmouth home on a Sunday, allowvied themselves to be pursuaded
to hold religious services in MNr. Whipples's barn. So on.
Sunday, July 27, 1784, the first church services were held
in Partmouth, now Jefferson, Dr. Belknap preaching tvo 30,
the concluding prayer being uttered by dr. Cutter.  After
the services, 8 children were baptiséd by Dr. Tittle.,

gn 1784, President Weare appointed Jbseph ¥hipple a colonel
of the 25th Regiment of Militia. fwo years later, he was |
appointed Collegtor of Customs,'being'fhe first and onl& Collector

vwhile the customs service was under the control of the State.

Tt was at this time, no doubt, thé he returned to Portsmouth to

live permanently altho he never lost his interest in Tartmouth

as evidenced by the fact that in 1793 he requested the
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legislatﬁre to incarporate. Dértmouth and after a fight

of three years, it was incorporated as’ Jefferson. N

_¥hen the United States Government took over the Customs
.in 1789, Colonél Vhipple,was made the firét’Collector. ' On'
'the shoulders of the Colieotor.of Customs were placed the
responsibilities of collecting duties énd tonnage tames, of

paying pensions, fuhning the lighthouse and marine hospital,

~overseer of the_fort; id fact the collectioﬁ and disbursement
of all federal moneys except that collected by the postoffiée.

About six weeks aftef the inauguration of the Customs
Service, Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of the Treasuxry, sent
a circular lettei to the Collectors asking for suggestions as
to the propér conduqt‘of The Service. Collectbr Whipplets
%eply dated Ocuober 29, 1789, was as follows::
"Your cirdular letbter of the 2nd insbant came %o my hands the
24th, (It must have been three weeks in transit) I am
fully sensgble of the importance of collecting such information
respecting the operation of the Revenue Iaws as shall be the.
result of experience. I will avail myself ofthe 1i5eral
plans which you have adopted for obtainihg lthe informatiop
by pointing out such defects and‘suggestinglsuch improvements
‘as experience whall authorize consistent with your directiohs~
in doing of which T shal not be less influenced by inclination
than by duty. |

'Respecfing the use of boats in thisdistrict- they are
indisPenéably necessaxry, without them no vessel can be boérded_
in passing the town of Portsmouth going up the‘river or that

nay come to anchor in the harbour. I am furnished at
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present by borrowing or hiring as occasion requires, - Two

boats ef the yawl‘construction with 4 or 6 oars and’SPrit

sails would enswer the‘purpose for the use of the river, one of
them to be kept at Portsmouth and the other.occasionally at
New Castle, fhe cost of whioh‘would be 60 to 80 dollars each.

The harbour is convenient to enter at all times and.in all

kinds of weather, the shore is bold and the entrance narrow and

vesseis bound to other ports frequently enter it for shelter,
fherefore the greatest check to illicit practices within the
harbour will be the Fort William and Iary by which no vessel
was svifered to pass without producing a certlfloate from the
Custom House of having duly eleared. There ie no provision
for this check by the Acts of Congress. It will therefore
cease on vhe cession of the Fortress as indeed it hath alfeady
in effect.

Besides the boats mentioned for the use of the harbour,
a vessel of a different censtruction will be necessary in the
summer to ply in the bay between Caée Elizabeth and Cape God
to examine fishing vessels passing to and from the RBanks and
coasters.- - - = - = The central situation and safe entrance
of this river renders it most eligible for the‘statien of such
a vessel which might extend its cruises from Nantucket to the
eastern extfemities of the U. S.- and there is no plaoe in which
one could be constructed better or at less expense than here.

T cannot from experience point out the 1nconvenlences
apprehended from the multiplicity of ports., This‘must‘
pr1n01pa11y appear among the ports farther eastwards.

It ras been thought by some that Newburyport and York should
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have been included in this district as was ‘the case before'the’
Revolution, I cannot conceive of any advantage tnat could
"arise Trom their again being joined to it but I am convinced
of the necessity of reannexing Kittery and Bexrwick to this port.
They lay on the river opposite to this district and their
oonneétibn in trade is althgether with it,. Their vessels
ente? ‘the séme harbour and for a cenfury'pas% have.belonged to
the same port. |
The port of York to which they are anhexed being at a

distance, they have it in their power 4o commit frauds and under
pretense of entering at quk, vessels bound to this port will
paés to thét side of the river and evade the payment of duties
.which the many creeks and coves and the shelter afforded by

the islands will btend grea®tly to Tavor. |

How far the restriction onh Congress contained in the

Constitution 'that vessels bound to or from onelstate shail not
be obliged vo enter, clear orvpay guties in another! furniéh '
objections to reannexing those two towns---- may be a question,
It certainly cannot effect the interest or privileges of any
vate to enter and pay duties in another wheh the dutiés are
“appropriated to the genéral use of the United States,”

' The suggestion for a 1arge vessel for patrol purposés
must have had a great deal o do with the establishment of
the Coast Guard in 1790 for probably the first revenue cutter
vas built on Badger Island and assigned to Portsmouth for -
the coastline from Newburyport to Eastport. And its-master,
Hopley Yeaton received Commission No. 1.

"It will naturally occur" wrote Collector Whipple to the
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Secretary of the Treasury in the same year "that the first

who are in the exercise of these offices will have the greates’d

‘v difficulties to encounter, having unbeaten paths to explore and to

reconcile a people accustoned to almoét no laws but their will to
strict observance of revenue lus which are genexrally in their
nature obnoxious to suecr a péoPle." |

Viere thesé officials well paid ¢ - Quoting from é‘let%er
written February 18, 1790; "It will appear by these calculations
that the emoltuments for the year will be :- to the Colleétor $257,
to the NWavsl Officer #5270 and to the Surveyor $272." Tess tﬁan
525 a month and out of these sums, each officerhhadto furnish
clerk hire, pay for stationery, fuel for heat etec.,

On February 5, 1791, Colonel Whipple wrote "In the early
times of the Revolution, it was not an uncommoh thing to see

services performed without reward and fortunes sacrificed to the

- great objects then in contemplation but at this period when

necessity does not call for such Sacrifices, when é peaceful and
happy establishment is effected and a fortunate system of revenue
establisheddand imprévihg, it will not be expected thﬁtthose
employed in the execution will be left without support. l The
office to which I am attached requires constant and diligent

attention, It has my exerticns that it shall be executed

according to law. It will be neeAless for. me to say after

referring you to ‘thée statement enclosed, I am obliged to draw:
frﬁm other sources the greater part of my support."

This oonditipn was never properly corrected for even as
late as February 5; 1811, he again called the matter to the

attention of the Secretary of the Preasury in a private lettier.
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"In my official letter to‘you of that date enclosing
statement of my emolumen‘ts3 I alluded to the comparative
‘amounts betwieen the two last years and seveval years preceding.
I take the 11beruy to remar) to you in that comrunication that
thie emoluments of these two yewars do not defray:half the usual
expenditures of myAfamily vhicy: of course must receive aid from my
other resources. If the statements are submitted.to the
Committee of the House and their repoft considered as a criterion,
I wouvld observe to you that those members from this State vwho
viould probvably be on such a conmittee are my political enemies
who would crush me to atoms if in their power and all wWho possess
my princinle |
Ly patriotism forﬁids me to complain but permits me to state
Tacts to you, willing at all times ©to submit to the exigenoies
that my countiry may demand and yield the whole of my'services:orv
even more should circumstnces require 1t to support the
Covern. ent and its administrators."”
Joseph ihipple became superinitcndent of the Ilighthoise at
Yew Castle when it was ceded by the State of New rampshire to
the United States Government in 1791, exactly 20 years after its
- building. The keeper appointed by the State, TituS Salter of

Portsmouth, was reualned by the federal govbrnmcnt And thus

it devolvcd on Colonel ‘hipple the duuy of hav1n" buoys and
other alds to navigation placed in the mos%t advantageous places.
Tﬁe present lighthouse at New Castle was built underAhis
superintendency by Renjamin Gilman of Excter in 1804. |

With the lighthouse , New Hampshire ceded to the federal
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governrent the fort on Great Island. On June, 1794,

General Rochefonbtain arrived at Portsmouth to superintend the

repair work on the fort w-der the agency of Collector ihipple.

When completed, the fort had a wall on the northeast and west
gides 8 feet high and 18'feet thick, composed of stgné and sod
resting on stone sunk to a depth ofthree feet. .> On the
west side there was a brick wall slightly over & feet high
and‘three feet thick with a strong doublé gate and an arched
brick sally way. Inside the walls were a stfong stofe oxr
gunhouse of wood, 36 feet by 24 feet by 9 feet, a brick
blockhicuse of one story 33 feet by 30 feet and a brick parapet.

Under the brick blocknouse was a magazine with a brick arch

-~ yhich with ©'.e cellar was cutbt out of solid stone.

v

The fort again became the subject of a letter in 1798
wnen war with Fraence. threcatened, On June 12th, he wrote %o

the Secretary "I take the liberty to suggest to you the
defenseless state“”ofbui harbour exposes the.revenue of thié
aistriét to loss and the trade to insult by privatéers and other
vessels of war which may infest our coast. The harbour being
easy of access, such vessels may entér by day or night and
there not bLeing the smallest means of immediagte defense, fhe
tbwnsﬁof Kittery and New Castle are exposed to pillage as well
as thé #essels laying in the outer harbour vhere they frequenﬁiy
take shelter vihen bound to other districfs as well as those
destined for this port. |

A return has been made to the Sechetary of Yar of the N
fortifications erected by the United States. It may not be

ir proper to observe that there are no guns provided for this
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Lortification. A number of cannon from 8 to 32 pounders

mounted, the old carriages being entirely useless.
I conceived it bto be my duty to make this representation
To you Tho not immédiately conriected with my office."
Soon after this letter was written, Collector WhippleAwas
removed from office by a change of the political_parfy in
powexr, In this first application of the spdils system, every

e
Py
officeholdrr in Porvsmouth lost his position. . -E2 his letter

8]
3}
joT]
R
n

missal addressed tc the Collector, =e stated "To your
integrity, zeal and intelligence as an officer, I could most -
cneerfully bear witness. Put these are not called into
guestion.™

He was reappointed To the Collectorship in 1801 being one

TRz §
the few changes in pexsonnel made b;y tire Presia . In 1803,
- wiar was declared between England and France andtotin put privateers
"to sea to prey on neutral shipping and that of the enemy.
s : e ol L .
In addition, the British kegar impressing Americam seamen.
Altho many American merchant ships were captured and

confiscated, Portsmouth's foreign commerce was ever increasing,
reaching the peak in 1806. =~ 1In that year, collections
arounted to $224,0009 of which 390,000 was sent to the Treasury,
approximately #100,000 went for drawback on merchandise exported,
vay of officers, operation of the revenue cutter etc and the
balance added to the one of the previous year made a balance on
hand amounted to $150,000, #£20,000 being in cash.,

Yet The losses caused¢ by British and French privaterers
and the suffering and disgrace due to the many impressments

- rade imperative”That 'SemeChed Bkl Mttt B Tsought o/ stopthese
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s

depradations, Probably the more exasperating ofthe two was
impressment, For some years conditions in the British navy
"had become so bad that men could not be recruited. Press

gangs swept the slum sections of English cities taking by force
luckless victims who happened to be on the streets and forcing
them to sexrve on British vessels ofVWar In gddition, vessels

at sea were stopped and British subjects abducted to serve in

the British navy.

After the Revolution, impressment from American vessels became

common, - In 1796, Gongress authorized. the Collectors ©Go issue

- protection certificates being a sworn statement ofthe citizenship

of the holder bubt in many instances, no attention was paid to the
protections and.impressments,continued' despite the vigorous protest
of the Untéa_states Go#ernment.

Can yow imagine imagisre the suffering caused by this procedure ?
First there was the misery of the one impressed, secondly the
anziety of hié relatives and friends and thirdly the overexertibns

of those forced to navigate their vessel with only a part of the

crew, ¥any were impressed from this section; among them

being Henry Stoodly, John Downing, William Iear, VWilliam Russell,

. George Witham and Robert Gunnison, all of Portsmouth.

FA
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Tor=aer=dam. President Jefferson was a lover of peace and
resoited to legislation, with which Joséph yihinple was in
complete accordf In Kr. Whipple's wiil dravm up in 1805,
Vﬁé ordereé that 5000 acres ofhis estéte at.Jefferson and‘SOOO
rore ffom his.property at ﬁretton tioods be sold aﬁdﬁhe-ﬁoney
used to establish an aéademy at jefferson vhere sﬁress was to be
1laid on hatural history am agriculture ané‘ﬁe requested "that
_suck sbudies be pursuea as tend to a love of peade and.an aversion’
of war, and encouragenent and continuance of a republican foxm
of government as established by the monstitution of the United
States, wishing'the eXperimént rnay be falrly tried for one
century by the termination of which the practicability, I have
10 doubt, will be gdmitted provided The axrts of peade are chefishea
aﬁd adopted ahd war discouraged and shunned,"

Tn the first step, Congress passed the Fmbargo Act Torbidding
the transporvation of goods to and from American ports., Thus av
one stroke, the means of livelihood was faken away from the majority
of men in the towns of Tew England and Yew York having access to the
sea and profits were denied to those who had ingésted Iin maritine
pursuits., |

To ease the burden, permission was given in 1808 to persons
having goods 1in foreign countries purchased Wefore the passage of
4 . ! .
the EMbargo‘Aot to send vessels to bring hone the merdhandise,

: : RS N
As a Trip in ballast was unprofitable and as, many instances their

N
goods were no longer in existence, demands were made for authority
©o bring back the proverty ofoithers but in vain.

In the sane year, vesscels vere allowed to proceed coastwise

vilth flouxr for those states not raising sufficient supplies for

a4 e
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thelr nceds. To prevent fraud, certificatus had to be

vrocured From the Governors of the states needing supplies'
_befére vessels could obtain the cargoes from- southern poris.

- while the object ofvthese changes wére for tThe cormon 5ood;
the increascad activity allovied fraudulent enterpfise t0 spring upe.

In a short time, the conflict between law and order was on in full
Tilt with pﬁblio sympathy actually on the side of the evé@ers.

'Uhder the leadership of Collector Whipple, Portsmouth vias the-
last o ‘show 0pposition to tire Embargo Iaw. On Fay 22nd, he
wrote "I can with confidence assert my firm belief that no provisions
of any kind have been shipped from this port for any district |

adjoining a foreign territory in excess of the quantity necessary

Tor the families of Tthe owners and navigators of the vessels from

éw§ : such districts, The trafic betvieen this port and those of the
district of Faine for an extent of 300 miles consists of an

| h exchange of firewood and lumber brought from these ports and for

- which the; receive wnmoney, stores and prpviéions never scarcely

|  exceeding 2'or 3 barrels of flour and_BO to 40 bushels Qf Indian

| corn and these shipments have not been increased since the Enbargo
Iawis ook place."

l" ‘ R Realizing that it was only a question oftime before atiempts

| - would %e made at Poritsmoutih to obtain the profits'from lavi |

vilations, plans were originéted by the Collector +to defeat thean.

I The cuttér was equipped with 12 cannon and tre crew increased.
Bvery vessel vias stopped at the fort on their'way out of Portsrmoutin

i Harboréﬁd forced to Show proof that permission to proceed had

jvé ‘ been given ét the Portsmouth Custom House. |

| ‘

Some collectors applieé to Nr. Yhipple for help axd he in
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Turn placed thlr vroblems before hirher awthoritics "It

Lay not be improver " We wrote in a private letter to thie Secretary

e Cagd

O

T % e Treasuxry! "ghat I siould state to you the operation and

0

omec of the‘Cffeo%s of the Mmbargo Taws in this port and the
vininity. From this poxrt, 7 vessels have prooeeded ohthe
application of nerchants f r property owned hy; them 1nthe Yesf
Ingies, three under the former permission and 4 undcexr tlie latterr'
terminating the 14th of Angust. This last exbension appears‘
To have excited nmuch enterprise of a Tfraudulent nasure.but less
has been atvtenpied here vthan at our neighboring 0@?08.

AT eviburyport they exceed all bounds, At the request
ofthie Collector(oftkat‘port on the 9th of August I senk our cutter
to tuat harbor to prevent the viclation ofthe laws by four ¥essels
That time, two by permission and
two others without, the two latier, on acoouzﬁ of fhe outtér,
abandoncd thelr ObJCCu (or suspended it). - One of the pexmitted
vessels relanded, it is sald) what she had taken on board unlawfully
anG proceeded within the time limitted. The other one fully
loaded cleared coastwise for York, the next port to this easterly,

landed part mmaskwism of her caxgo, viz 85 hogsheads -of fish and
then proceeded with her permitted stores.”

These last two vessels illustrate two favorite methods of
vidlating the Embargo Law. One had peimission to sall Foreign
<o wnick up FGICﬂaﬂd“SO there belonging to the ovmer of the vessel
put had sﬁuggled on board a cargo when it was intendced that she £0
TEmbmeed in ballast; "he other nhad obtained the right To
cary; na cargo coastwise to Kaine but was intending to transport it

to soume foreign country.
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#om the small harbors such as Iampton and the Isles of-

Shoals, goods wexre being smuggled to Canada and the West Indies.

To put a stop to these procedings, Collector whipple armed a boat

nich wader the command of an Inspector patrolled the coast.
While it may not have svopped all incidents, yet 1t did succecd

in seizing 60 fixkins of butter about to he put on board a vessel

PAge

Trav had cleared Porisnouth empty,
: was

‘In October, 1808, the Schooner LYDIA . in Yewburyport harbor,

3,

loading flour, butter and fish wien the Porismouth cutter appeared.

officers hindereaq.

nlaced on skipning.

The cargo vias uhladen and secretly carried to Forth Hempton where
it was being reloaded inthe night onthe LYDIA now }iéing in a cove,
Tris saiic armed vessel, infoxmed of the incident by. some loyal .
farmers, made the seizure.

A Tull year since the passage of whe Eﬁbargé had now elapsed,
a yeer in which the law had been openly flaunted and faithful
Joseph Tliipplets friends still remained
ioyal bvut the courts were unfriendly ana he had to stand by

. o WS L,
ielpnless vinile case atfter case vae=Se dismissed.

1es

- Other Collectors were not so energetic or resourceful due +to

thelr indifference, beingout of hexmony with the resitriction then

At ¥York, Collector Jeremiah Claxlk had,
purnposély or accldentally, lest control of the situation,

Vessels engeged in trade in contravention of <tle law were using.

That port as a base, a fact well Imown in Portsmouth. The

case of the RIODA brousht on an investigation.
in Decewber, 1808, the 2700A was in Portsmoud! harbor awalilting

clecarance whichwwas refused because tUi:e Collector believeq that

carpo was to be transferred to another vessel at sea for irrcgular
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Golivens . he cargo was tnien relanded e the RIIODA cleared

in rallast for York.: “hen the Collector discovered that the

goods had been Tferried acros the river to Kitvery and then
to York, hec scent the cutter to tra 4 nlace.
he I¥PIA at Cape Teddick axd tied up near her. On
the third night, the cx cevt of the cutter discivercd thst the vessel
D ?
M » by o ol ) W)’ )))A\
nad been loaded. Pour of the ciew were placed on board the mﬁéﬂ
as a‘gza~a and one went to the Collector “hipple for help. mive

sea captains volunteered their services but delayed by the deep

-

snow, the: didnt arrive at Ceve Weddick until 1 A.1., waan They

ﬁOD})
Tound That the guard of four had been overeore and The I YOI on

In the investigation that followed, Collector HIPPIR attempted
to find out the names ofthe offenders but altho the Inspector from

York imew at least some ofthen zs he was on board just before they

Hy

inished loading'and when the vessel was taken from the customs
officers, he claimed they wers Strangers.

Thie Collector notified The Zecretary offhe O“egsurv of his
susnicions and grounds for them resulting in the removal from
of orfice of Jeremiah Clark, Collector of Customs at York.

The Fmbargo Act was superceded on March 1, 1809/by'the
Fonintercourse Act whioh'applied the restrictions of the Embargo‘
Act to Great Britaimn and Prance only. Vessels were now allowed

o cleax vwiith cargo on giving bond that uhe mnexchandise would be -

Gelivered at dvsignate¢ poxts vhich were canceled on the nr ntahlon
of coextificates of delivery. Vessels were pe xmitted vo enter

ﬁhﬂ\uewg
with theilr merchandise if itiswas from countries except Great

Britain, France and their dependencies.
wag
Canadah?hus cut off from her chief supply of cotton, flour
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and other pnroduce s0 . .tl.e law violators turned their avtlert ion to

That counvsry. Ty land, cotton)pot asnes ard flour were
carried by vehicles Trom Massachusetvts up the Connecvicut River

and then thru upper Mew Hampsiiire and Vermont into Canada..

2

vy sea, vesscls ook live cattle and floux fnb Passanaguroddy

from whence they were srmuggled across the river info Canada.
Another method of law evasion irked Collector “hipple.

To avoid the exactness and acuteness ofthe Collector at Portsmoutl.,

vessels with British or French goods would enter at York claiming

that the goods were consigned to Kittery or Bexwick, would unload

at ¥ittery und:xr the supervision of an inspector from York and
leter would move The shnipment to Portsmouth. He bided his tire,

Tinally seizing a vessel that had gone thru this procedure knowing

that in thisparticular instance that the goods were British, Again

‘tne court dismissed the case.

Pcrhaps the greatest infractions of the Toninvarcouse law
transnirer at Passamaquoddy. In a letter to the Secretary

of the Trsasury dated January 20, 1810, ke wrote

=i

will take the present owcasion to state to you that since
trie repeal of the embargo act, and notwithstanding the’

Fonintercovrse Act, large quantities of provisibns have been

passing eastwardly into this harbor on their way to Passamaquoddy.

N

Several vessels also from this port have been loaded with
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provisions destined for +the same port. T received a letter from

Bastvort stating that on the 25th ultimo upwards of 50 head

of catvle swam across the river to the Island Campébe110~ that it -

had been estimated 3000 Had drcove from th¢ westward since the
lst. of September and passed over to the Pritish territory-
that in one day in December more than 20 sail of vessels had
arrived there, having on board upmard of 1000 barrels of flour
- and other provisions and naval stores- that vessels daily
arrived at that port from more westerly ports with lumber, hay,'
cattle, beef and every specie od provisions. I considered
it not ir@roper to give you this information by.whioh it‘will
appear that a neighboring foreign province is becoming a
repository for the produce of the United States,” _
Collectoxr Whipple as a lover of peace had, as Tthese letters
have shdwn, worked worked feverishly for the presexrvation of .
peace. t as a patriot, he was called upon for another
duty,to obtain a site for a fort to protect Portsmoﬁth from
pillage. : Oh February 22, 1808, he wrote to the Secretary
of trie Treasury as follows:

"T had the honor to reoéive your letter of the 2nd instant
and have in conjunction with Governor Iangdon avplied %o Mr;
Peiroe on the subject of a purchase of a few afes on his island.
e adheres t6 éhe price which‘he before named, viz $750‘an acre;
this unréasonable priee.being more than four timeé its wvalue,
pfeoludes fuither treaty with nim on the subjedt. The terms
reguired by the ownexr of Fort Sullivan is equally exceptionable.

I have delayed informing you the result.of this application

" until I should be enabled to discover the proprietbrs of that

high spot of ground called Pattery Hill on the Kittery side of

T Y

izttt o
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of the harbour on which works were erected in 1746 when a

French squadron was expected on this coast. I find this

ground was the confiscated estate of an absentee and was sold

by Dniel Sewall of York who was appointed agent in that case.

JdJudge Sewall writes me that on the sale of the land he

~reserved about two acres covering the site which now belongs to

the State of Massachusetts, This spot, I conceive, wouid

be céded by that State‘for the purpose in question on ,
apﬁlication for it. Governor Iangdon‘will write the Executive

of Massachusetts, the resvlt of which will be cqmmunicated to you."

This isthe most elevated spot on the harbour'having ‘the
command of every partv below tre island and the ships entering -
mist run one mile in a line direct for it before they reach
the present fort. | Here might be ereoted a smail but strong
batsary with few cannon ap little expense and being on the main
may be suécored speedily on the sudden approach of an eneny
wizich WOuld be more diffioﬁlt on an island. -‘The site appears
to be mbre eligiblé than any other and may be supported at less
expense and the ground obtsined probably without payihg for it.

If the town of Portsmouth shouid ever be attacked for pillage
or destruction, the approach to it would not be on the main channel -
which pagses‘Peirce Island, no ship would venturé on the rapid |
tide, but it would be by boats up Iiftle Farbor of on the reax
of thé‘islands bh.the Kittery side which last wqﬁld be frevented
by the battery now proposed. Such attacks w&uld be repelled

2t little expense by a few travelling pieces equipped for horses

vinieh might be moved from place to pléce with great celerity,

might be sent suddenly o the seashore at Rye wheré an enemy
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might land for pillage oxr to the viestern shore of Iittle

Harbor. A pravision of this kind with a few gunboats would,
I conceive, te an effectual safeguard to the toﬁn ;nd harbour.

I have conversed with GUverno Iangdon on the plan of travelling
arvillery and he is fully of the opihion, considering the
situation of our harbouf and fhe neighboring shores ?hat such
neans of defense would be preferable to ancezbensvyve perﬁanent
battery on Peirce Island.

The site was glvea to the Federal Covernment by the State
of Massachusetvs ard fortlfled by the former.

Cn June 25, 1812, a week after the war was declared, iir.
ihipple wrote "It is understood an act has passed Congress that
war should take plaoé against Great Britain and that a'public.
rdeolaration may be expected hexe in a short time, an association-
of persons eager to avenge their country's wrongs and to avall
themselves of an oppoxtunity to obtain remuneration for their
losses thet have sustained, hse solicited my application for
commissions to authorize itrhe equipment of privateers.,”

I% was but natural that the Ameiioan seamen should turn

to privaveexing when war was declared for for 14 years, their
'vegséls tad been plundered and sunk by the nations of Europe
and\g; had had no way to retaliate. ‘Furthermore, they
rea¢1zed that the best services they. oould render their country
viere to cut off the foodstuffs the enemy would autempu to pravide
her armies on American soil and to assuré their own nation a
contact with the outside world regardless of blockage.

Critics of this method of warfare clain that it is just a

little shoxrt of piracy. Fefore coming to this conclusion,
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one must bear in rind thnse thiee differcentes. - TMirst, the

pirates took as their victims vessels of all nations while

tThe privateer confined his activities to the mercrant marine

bf the eneryr who Ffully Xxnew the ohances ey were taking when.

they put to sea. The second, the pirates treatved their»captives ‘
with éktreﬁe cruellty in the majority of caées‘whereas the

privateer used'utmost humaneness; - The'third, the pirate

made -his owm laws while the privateer followed: the laws and

regulations laid down by his Government.

And what were ‘the results ? At a meefing of the'ﬁerchants

manvfacturers, shipovners and underwriteis of the city of Glasgow
in 1814 #nenimously resolved that the number of American privateers
with wnicli our channéls have been infested, the audacity with
shich they approached our coasts and the success with which their
enterprise has been attended, humblingto our pride_and discreditable-:
TO the direc%ions of the navael power of ﬁhe.British nation whose
%ﬁag, till of late,waved over every sea and triumphed over evexry
rival. i"That‘there is reason to believe that in the shoxrt
space of less than 24 months, above 800 vessels have been
captured by that power whose maritimé strength we have hithérto
irpolitically held in contempt."

"fhere is not vime to go indo Portsmouth'!s part, brilliant
as it wa, but traslated into dollars anawbemﬁs for the two
yeérs of 1817 and 1814, it showed that the auction sale value
of the.véssels and goods captured.bg New_Hampshire privateers
amounted to $3,000,000, the dubies on which allowed the Jollector
To pay all salaries, operate tThe éutter, take care of all |

incidentals and send $187,000 to Washington.

S
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So if thexre any Portsmouth families whose fdrtunes were
built on investments in privateers, let them glory in the
fact that their forebears rendered a genuine service to the
.country at a time of need., | |
In the midst of the war, Portsmouth was visited with its

third serious fire.  On Sunday, Dev mber 26, 1802, fire

starting in Market Square burned 132 buildings including the

Custom Houée then located at Narketlstreet, the total loss
being $200,000. On Wednesday, December 24, 1806, 14

buildings including St., Johns Church were burned at a loss
of %70,000. And on ‘lednesday, Decembexr 22, 1813, a fire

started in a barn situated vwhere the Stone Church now stands

and burned north and east to ti.e Piscataqua River, destroying

241 buildings valued at $3%00,000, Tet Joseph Whipple
describe this 1813 conflagration, |

A letter dated Deccember 23, 1813 to william Jones:
Myith heaftfelt regret I announce to you the most texrxible
catastrophe which has taken piaoe in this town, the vublic
interest affected by it renders it a'duty incumbant on me
%o troutle you with ahasty tho partial detail of it . At

half past 7 o'xlock last evening,a fire broke out about 200

yaxrds from the Custom House and to the windward of it, my house

being about the same distance Trom it.

On the first call of fire my'atténtion ﬁas paid to the
saving of publivAproperty but in the act of doing it, I was
driven out by the fire. I was fortunate}in saving about
one-half of the public papers and those most valuable,

All the houses on PRuck Street of more than 400 yards

S R R §

in length, one hilf of Daniels Street of about the same

e N
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extent and a considerable part of three more shared the same

fate with six cross streets containin g more than 100 yarxrds each;

a more particular account I cannot give you as the means of

saving property still occupies the exertiCn of eVezy citizen,"
tearly two nonths later, on Februar& 18, 1814, hie wirote.

"I now state that wmy delay of these accounts was océasiqned'

by the loss od many of the papexrs énd vouchers which viere

consﬁmea by fire on the 22nd of December as mcntioned in.a

Tormexr letter. On the first alarm of fire which broke ouv

between my building and the Custon House in an angular diréotion

and equidistant from each. poubtful which course the wind

would point, I proceedcd immediately to my office taking with me

.some bags for the purpose of securing my books and papers. I

pushed the most valuable into a trunk of which I had the key

and filled the bags with those first coming to hand and direcved
them with the trunk to places of safeby, proceeding myself with
sore of <them, Returning again to my office with'a further
supply of bags, I foﬁnd it enveloped in Fflames and tho I entered

the building and ascended the stairs, the only avenue to my office,

the flames gushed in at me and I was forced to retreat instantly;

I flattered myself foxr some time that the trunk was safe as

. several of the sacks ofpspers carried to different places thru

mistakes of those who assisted me ﬁére re.'tur.[ned 0 me after
the fire. Eight weeks having now elapsed, I'have_little hope
of recovering the papers contained'in‘the trunk,  amongst Which
were 26 impost bonds amounting to $13,190,

Thie hardships caused by the fire was deepened by the blookade

of the New England ports maintained by the British altho only
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ralrly effective. On January 28, 1814, the Collector wrote
©to -he Secretary of the Treasury '"The situation of the towns
between Cape Cod and Lastpnort calls for the devisés of some
remedy. The ports from Porusmouth to Postoh inclusive are
in a suffering condition for the want of fuel, lime and lvmber,
this place in a manner having lost their winter stock of wood
‘by the late conflagration and their great and immediate want
of';ime wnich they recéive'from Thomaston renders their
situation more peculiarly distressing than perhaps any other
town on this coast. , ~In like manner the eastern poxrts having
been accustomed to exchange their wood, lime and lumber with
these more westerly ports in New England for corn, and every
small necesséry are reduced to great distress as they have
’repfesented to me."

The jéyous news of peace with Greaf Britain which brought
an end to these conditions in 1815 was soon followed by the
death of Joseph Vhipple at 78. Even in hisideath he showed
‘his love for New Hampshire as in his lifetime he had for his
country, for in his will he left a provision fornthe encouragement
of diversifiea industry in this State, It is a matter of extreme
regret that fhere were no heirx as a result of his happy marriage
of 46 years with Hahnah Billings. It is to be regretfed}too
that no champion has impressed upon the suqoeeding generations
'the values of the services rendered by‘tﬁisipéacetime hero, |
So let us whenever we ponder the name of VHIPPLE, think not onlyi
6% William Whipple,'great'as he Waé, but also consider JOSEPH

WHIPPLE, the unheralded and the unsung.
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IHTR0DUCTION,

Pefore the days ofthe typewriter, before the time of the
letter presses3}&uplicates of lebtters were written into copy
books. These copy books, as well as the originals are
difficult to read due to the extremely long sentences,lack
of paragraphs, incorrect spelling, punctadlon and nisuse
of capital lJetters. - These errors should not reflect oo
greatly on the author for the copies may have been made by a
clerk and may mot have appcared in tre originals.

The lettems offhe early wollectors of customs gmve an
accurate picture'of the services they perforxmed and in addition
the ordinary héppenings of the day now matters of historical
importance. A person vith ability to read betweeh the lines
wiill find theihuman side to the life of the times. - For these,

these letters have been copied and to them this work is dedicated.
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LETIERS WRITTEN BY JOSEPH WHIPPLEY
COLLECTOR OF CUST0.S, 1789-1798.

To Alexander Hzmiltoy, Sec.-of the Treas. - QOct., 29, 1?89,

. Yoﬁr circular letter of the 24 Instant came to my hands the
24th- I am fully seﬁsible of the importance of collecting sgch
information respecting the operation of the Hevenue Laws as shall
be the result of experience- = I will avail myself of thejliberal‘ :
plan which you have adopted for obtaining the informationjby
pointing out such defects and Suggesting such impfovements aé
e¥xnerience shall authorize consistant witﬁ your directions,-in
doing of which I shall not be less influenced by inolinatibﬁ than
by duty. | |

Resvecting the use of Boats in this distriét~they are
indispensébly necessary, without them no Vessel can be boarded in
passing the town of Portsmouth going up the river.or that may
core to anchor in the River, in the Harbour below the Town, or in
%the Bey withéut the Herbour. I am furniéhed‘at present by
porrowing or hiring as occasion fequires._ .~ Two ﬁoats of thé
Common Vawl Construction with 4 or 6 Oars and Sprut Sails would
ensver the purpose for the use of the River, one of them to be
kept at Portsmouth and the other oocasionally‘at New Castle,.ﬁhe
cost of whiphAwould be 60 to 80 Dollars each. .The Harbour.is
Aconﬁenient to enter at all times and in all Kinds of Weathef, the
Shore is bold znd the entrance narrow and Vessels bound to’ other
ports frequently enter if for Shelter, therefore the greétest check
to i1llieit practices within the Harbour will be the Fort Willism

and Mery by which no Vessel was Suffered heretofore to pess without
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producing a certificate from the Cuétom House of having duly
cleered.‘ There'is no prhvision for this Check by the Acté.of
Conéress,‘it wiil.therefore cease on the Ceésion'of this Fortress
as indeed it hath already to effect..  Besides the Boats
mentioned for the use of the harbour a Vessel of a different
oonsfruction will he necessary in the Summer to ply in the Bay 
between Cape Blizabeth and Cape Cod %o eiamine fishing vessels
passing to and from the Banks and Coasters., This vessei would
be the most effectual to the mischiefs to be appfehended from the
unfbrtunate adoption of the plan fof favouring Coesting and Fishing
Vessels under 20 tons contained in the 22nd Sec. of the Act for
registering ete and the extention of those exemptions to Vessels
undef‘SO tons by a Subsecuent end additional Act. It is from
these licensed snd exempted Vessels that the greafest mischiefs

are to be feared. ~ The bdnds given will avail but little in
preventing illicit Trade when.they are to run a Year withous
reporting. . And though they will be sometimes discovered, there
will be an hundred inétanoes of their escape to a single detection.
and the Bondsmen will seldom be worth the penalty in‘which they are

bound. The Central Situation and safe entrance of this River

renders it @he most eligible for vthe station of such a vessel which

might extend its course from Nantucket to the eastern extremities

of the Unite& States and there is no place in which one could be.

constructed better or at less expence than this.

I cannt from experience point out the~inconveniences apprehended

from the Multiplicity of Ports, this must pirincipally appear among
the.ports farther eastward. It has been thought by some that

Newburyport and York should have been included in this district,
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as vwies the case before the Revolution. I canndt conceive of

any advantage that could arise from their being again jolned to it

RARTRNEETEY
RIS NN S L

but I am convinbed of the nécessity of reannexing Kittery and

Berwick to this port. They lesy on the River direoﬁly oposite

HRACETARNEIFRC

to this Distriot and their connection in trade is altogether with

R

it, their Vessels enter the seme Herbour and for a Century paét é
haie belonged'to thé same ﬁort. The pbrﬁ of York to which they‘ §
sre annexed béing at a distance they have it in their power to é
.commit frauds end under pretencé of entering st York, Vessels g
bound to this port will pess to that Side of the River znd evade %
the peyment of duties whiclhi the meny Creeks and Coves énd the §
Shelter afforded by the Islends will tend greatly to favour. 2
How fa} the restrictions on Congress contained in the Constitution %
"that Vessels bound to or from oné'State shall not be obliged to §
enter, clear or.pay duties in another!" furnish objedtions to é_

reannexing those Two Towns (which are in Massachusetts) to this

Gistrict tho' every man in them (now they are disposed to be
nonest) wish it, or whether this restriction considered the
sppropriation of such'duties to the use of the same States in which
they were raised may bé a ouestion._ It certainly cannot effedt
the interest or priviledges éf any State to enter and péy duties
in enother when the duties are épprobriated'to the general use
of United States. |

the present method‘of calculating the Tonnage of Vessels is a
Subject of compleint with the Merchants, these‘complaints are not
without grounds snd they come from those who are firm friends to
the Hevenue Laws end to the FederalSystem. 'Lhe kethod of measuring

established by the Act not cllowing for the rake of the Stern ceuses
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an increase of Meecsure on the Corrpenter Toﬁnage of 5 to lO‘Téns
and 1is alsé greater then the British Yonnage. |

The principal objections to this mode is that it operates
to thelr disadvantage in Foreign Countries where duties on Tonhagé
are recuired. Lhe form of the Weekly retumns directed to be
rendered States the same to be the Return of Monies received and
paid. the ? in the form appears to inclﬁde the whole of the
duties adjusted for the week as 1t Specifies the Balance to
cinsist as well of Bonds payable at verious periods as of Money
and Notés in thils case new calculeations of time musf.be mede
Weekly on e2ch Bond &s the term of peyment Shortens. . If I heve
wrong conceptions of this Stetement please to inform me. In the
meentime I will ﬂendef the Bonds with the time paysble from their
dntes onlv. | In my Weekly “rccounts hitherto transmitted in '
oonformity.with your directions of the 22 September I héve entered
the sums onl# that were neéeived eand paid within the Week intending

to enter the payments of vonds es they should fall due and be paid,

N

Joseph Whipple

I am heppy to find that my practice in refusing to allow any part

of the discount for prompt psyment of duties on partial pavments
after Bonds glven coinvides with your opinion end the dfrections -

contained in your Letter of the &th Inst on this allowznce for

prompt pay on the excess of 50 Dollars some have contended that this

could not be the intention of Lew which if so must be fsllecious
ond lusive or that Xt must be meant that 50 Dollars should in sll
caseé be paid. Perhaps the latter might have been intended but
the Letter of the law is so exnlicit tpaﬁ I cen do no other than
admit of Bonds for any sum when the duties exceeded 50 Dollars

and to nllow the discount on payment on the excess only of that
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sun. As 1t seems theré are Clauses in the Laws which admit of
different constructions i sh~11 ask the Liberty %o repruest your
opinion when they occur. 'These cuestions may'sométimes éppear
trivial but they are of Consequence to an officer who hath many
opposing opinions to contend With which L beg may be the =pology

when they shell come from ne. I have the Honour to be etc .etad.

To ilexender iamilton, Sec. of the 'I'reas. Nov. 26,1789,
~~~~~ - ‘fThe propriety of messuring Foreign Vessels that ‘have
registers has been s metter of (uestiom with some percons, and the

Jollectors in some ports, I have been informed, conceiving that the

4

5ri%ﬁish Registers sre registered to the extent without adverting
to the different modes of admeasurzment hdve received the Tonnage

by such Registers, - Concelving thet one rulé must be ohserveg

for esoertainiﬁg‘the Tonnage of Vessels end perceiving on the
anpearance of the Tonnege Act thet %here would be considerable
difference by the different modes of meésuring I have thought proper

to measure British Vessels. I havé now déne in this port |
registered 165 tons thel measures 184 and another measuring 256 that is
registered 238. A Cifcular direction respecting this mattgr Woﬁld
produce & oonforhity in the practice and would relieve those that
arevdoubtful on this point. . I beg to be faVoﬁred With your

opinion for my éovernment. | _ -

I requést also'yourlépinion'whither Vessels arriving.from‘a
Toreign port, entering end paying tonnage and impost duties end
proceeling toxanother port, shall agéin pay Lonnage énd foreién
fees not being duly auélified es a Coaster by License or Whether

sucn ruelifications would be proper for a single Coasting Voyage
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“with or without a previous payment of tonnage notwithstanding

Hemp, cordage, and Seil Cloth are imported from Europe chiefly via

‘Boston or other ports out of the State, Iron from Philadelphia, Pitch,

Joseph Whipple
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its having been paid on her foreign entry at the first port, or
whether a Vessel proceeding Coastwise say from New tempshire
to Virginie with dGSl en to load tobacco for Turope shell pay

Yonnsge end foreign'fees i} Virginia. - I have the honour etc.etc.

o o . Dec. 19, 1789,

Your letter pf the 15th October inclosing queries Concerning

the Navigation of the Several States remains to be answered,

In hopes of obtaining other information than whet had fallen under
my own observation prevented sn earlier answer. The enquiries -
that L hsve had}opportunities of meking have furniéhed but little addit
addition.‘ I now inclose answers to .those cueries on some of which -

I shnll here enlerge presuming that it will nqt.be‘unaccepyable to

you should I not confine myself precisely to the cueries in extendihg

the answers in this letter.

y Stk RS T4 L e e e a i o
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-The timber and plank are the only materials which are products

of the State of which our Vessels are at present constructed. Lhe
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Turpentine ~nd *ar from Carolina. Hemp and #lax may be raised in
N.H. in greét cuantities and iron ore is found in great plenty and B
sorme Iron works are erected but for want of due ehcouragement for 4

raeising and menufacturing those erticles we are still importers of

them. Any article of which a Ship is constructed might be
produced in the State and the Manufacture of Sail Cloth is now
attempting..  2Our Vessels have had the character of induring but

a fTew years. This was truly experienced before the late war.
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Contracts were made for many Vessels which were generslly sold in
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urope after the first voyage. ‘'hese contracts weré for short

terms snd the vessels hurried off the storks in three or four %
months from the Yelling of the timber in the forrest of whibh they_' g
were constructed, Ezpereince hath evinced the 11l consequence of | %
this practice and greater attent ion is now paid in.Seasoning the Timber g

RIS

as well as constructing the Vessels but our Ship buillders are not

¥ oy
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possessed of Cenitals sufficient %o lay in =& Stook.of Timber so es

to have i¥ properly Seasoned, though they appear fully sensible of

PP ZHE N AN

the importance of it. The practice of Some builders of keeping

e AoR0)

their timber in Wet Docks (of Salt Water) fecilitates its seasoning

~ is of great adventage to it, Was it to be continued one year in this

water and have e proper time for seasoning afterwards, 1t would add

R RPN AR S APRAN A LMY D2 Red

many years to the duration of our Ships. By’this nneans the sap

or licuid part of the Wood is extracted while the fimber is green. :

‘'he Limber thus freed of its naturel juices imbibes the Weters of g
’ ]

the Sees or is exchanged for them which in this river is highly

charged with the salts of that element.  *he Yimber ehd Plank
being then drawn upon the land and seasonéd or dryed in the eir to
effect which another year should be employed, the Water 1s‘di§charged
by evaporation and the Salts remein whick must tend to the '
preservation of;the vood.

In Ingland great attention is paid to the season of the year

for falling their timber which generally lay several years in the
Timber dealers lands before it is employed in Ship 5ui1ding to which
m=y be ascribed the great durability of their Ships. E
the went of any regular establishments of trade or employment,'
fpr ships hes discorueged Ship building in this State. Formerly

.30 to 40

Sall(ofl | Vesselshot 200t0/ (Bl oy werd puittinNa 'year,
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3% . Joseph Whipple.

They found freight of Sugar and other produce among the

west Indisn Islands for England and also tobaco, Rice and
Navai Stores from Carolina and Virginia. These freights

| wereprofitahle, The Latter Voyages might still be
performed to the material advantage of the Stateé connected .
'as well s the U. States, N+H. Could furnish 20 to 30
sail of Yessels which might be gradually encreased to a great
Number / ‘Seven eights of the produce of “eW.Hamp. that is‘
| . | exported, viz. Pot ashes, Flaxseed

l : and provisions, psss by land t0 ports in-MéSSChUSGttS wvhere
1t 1s sold to Herchants snd Traders who export such produce
and full that portion of the foreign goods consumed‘in this
Stete are purchased in Mass or imported thru 1t. Lhis is

owing to the great losses sustained by our Merohénts in the

| ' Late War (elmos$ the total of there‘personal property)which
has rendered them unable to avail themselves of the
advantages that the produce of their own State and‘the
consumtion of foreign articles in it ofteh (?) for trade.
‘their ability therefore to force any trade is prevented and
L : ' - :their spirit éf'enterprise,checkéd-but ﬁhey are now gradually
eqerging from this'depressed Stete of their Mefcantile

| o _ <cdncerns which will undoubtly have the aid of LegiSlative
Wisdém wich the Constitution provides for.. Uur Herbour |
is as well caluulated for Navigation and our Hiﬁer for ship
building as aﬁy perhaps in the Ynited States which the genius

of our people also favours.

It will give me great pleasure, Sir, to obtain ahd
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commﬁnicate when in my power every information that éhall'promote
the esteblishment of any Systen beneficialbto the puélic or that
shall.contribﬁté to the permsnency of a constitution of
government in which the happiness of this extensive country depeﬁdé/
Cuestiond conterning the Navigaviou of the.Several States and
' Foreign Nations to which answers are requested. |

Answered from New Hempshire.
1. What 1s the constructioh of the VYessels built in your State;
and in those foreign Countries thet trade with you (perticularly
Great.ﬁritain, the United Netherlands, Denmark end Sweden) es it
respects their capacity for carrying and sailing.
~ Answver.

. Vessels of New ﬁempshire performing foreigﬁ'voyages are of the
burihen of 70 to 300 tons, are rigged SHips, Bfigs; Snows, Sloops
and‘échooﬁers chiefly the two former. They afe~commonly fast
Sailing Vessels for merchantmen but are not sé sharp as french nof
es burthensome as British Vessels, The little trade to this State
with foreigners is chiefly confined to British Vessels.of 150 to 300
tons burthen who arrive in Bellast end Load with Lumber ( & general
dterm glven here to all‘bur proﬁuots of wood when in a raw or -
unmanufactured State, viz., Pine and Ozak Boards,rplan& and timber,

. staves, hoops,Shingles eté) for their Sugar‘islands.~ Of. these

we have nbt more then 8 qr 10 se2il in a year and a feﬁ‘Small Vessels
from Nova Scotia for provisions, . | | | | |
2. Whét is thé original cost where thev are built including Hull.
rigging and'Apparel ? | e

Ansver.

Two decked vessels of about 200 tons burthen cost hers nbout 25

H
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Dsllars per ton, a larger ship would cost mofe and & smaller Vessel'}
rather less. English Vessels construcued in the same manner
cost in various parts of Bngland 8 to bhl4 Storling per ton
A Vessel in N.H. will cost say 200 tons 2400
Tron end Smith works . ; 800
' Cordagé,csnvss,Rigging,Sailmaker;BlacksmithlZOO
Joymer, Carver, extra clothing o _600
200 tons at 25 o | $5000
This caiculation tho not'minﬁtely divided is in the main nearly the
cost which may vary according to the equipment 2 £to 4 DollsTs per ton. -
3+ Whet is the cuality of the materials of which they are made -and -
thelr usual duration ? |
Ansver, The Timber and out side plank of N. Hamp. Vessels are of

L4

vhite oak, sometimes the sailihg plank is of osk of an inferior

cualtty. I'hr deck plank end masts are of white pine/ The vards

amd top masts of spruce. A Vessel well constructed of seasoned
white oak will lest 20 to 25 years or more but thru want of attention
to the due seasoning of the “imber they frequently'faim an 10 or
12 years. British Vessels trading here are also constructed of

white oak with a mixture of elm for their bottom timbers and plank

from some parts of Engiand. . Thsyzare more durable then Afmerican

Al

4Vessels whlch is principally owing to their materials being well

" seaoned and th= Shlps well banded aLter they are built.

4, What number of Voyages do they commonly perform in a year to
end from your Stete, either directly or circuitously; and what is -

the nature 6f those Voyages ?

Answver., N. Hampshire Vessels trade lst to the West Indies ‘and

other Settlements of the Dutch and French Netions with Lumber,

L SNSRI
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some Fish end Beef, whence'they réturn with the produce of thbse
Settlements cMQ@fly Mollases and Rum Which.they carry frequenﬁly A

to Carolina, Phila, or Boston for a market. 2 %o 3 of these

Voyeges are performed in the year, 42nd They Proceed from the

West Indies Wifh the proceeds of their Lumber oargé'for Virginia

or Caroliﬁa vhere they take freights for Europe ahd return in‘Ballast
or with Salt on which Vyﬁagés they are empioYed 8 tb 10 montﬁs.

3rd, Yhey perform Voyages to England, Séotland, Irelsnd, end France
with Lumber Csrgoes, Some Flaxseed and Potiash ond returnnin Bellast
or with Salt. 4thly Some have gone in Eallast for Céroliﬁa and
Virginia and Load with Rice or Tobaco for Eﬁrope,'butbthe pfeference
given to British Veésels-or the power of British Factors to engross
Tobaéo end other produce of those States renders these Voyages
ungertain end they are seldom atﬁempted at present.

5. By wvhat number'of Seamen or proportion to their'burthen afe they
comonly Navigated ? |
ANSWET. About 5 hands to every hﬁndred tons or.zb tons to a-Man, Gitic
Officers included. British vessels require 2 hands more and Frenoh
é to 3 for every 100 tons.,

6.- What‘is the Wztiemziity customary pay and_subsistencé of'the
Mesters and Marineré employed in them?

tnswer. A Masters pay is 10 to 12 Dollars per Month, a Mates 10
vollars, an abie seeman 7 Dollars.. When a Vessel'is}GQnsigned to \
a factor abroad or has a Supercargo the Mesters pay is greater
according to the Nature of the Voyage 12 to 16 Dollars. A

M- sters Subsisteﬁce abrosd when the Vessel ‘is consigned to a IFactor
is 2/6 to 4/shé. per day and ohips ‘provisions whichiils Beef end Bread,

cuantity unlimited the ¥Yalue of which is about 4 Dollars per man per




month. Cabin Stores =s the Mester and Sesmen fancy are fufnished
. by themselves respectively. Sometimes the Master is furniskhd

-with some kinds of Vabin Stores as liquors etc by the owner

~the disposition‘of the owner, the libery of carryihg on outward bhound

relate to the System of Yaxation in this State, I have applied to

39 0  Joseph Vhipple.

gratuitously end of late it has been practice& to allow Sailors Coffee

T e

Tea and Sugsx Whlch is grow1ng into a Cuotom. -

sdis

7. What- pr1v1ledge or Emolument do those Ma5uers and Marrlners enjoy
bes ides their Pay and sub81stence ?
Answer. A Masters commission on Sales of Cargo when consigned to

nin is 5%, priviledges sccording to the burthen of the vessel and

2K EPE IR I ot A0 & g e i SO

:

Voye e 2 to 4l feel Boards and 20 to 100 cuintels Fish on the Cabbih  f
- b

or the Cabbin Wholly, the Mate a fourth part of that priviledge. %
£ Sailor mey carry 4 to 8 cuintels Fish, uhelr Priviledge on home\ard 3

pessage is unlimuited as the Vessels return not one fourth part

loaded or in Bellest.

AP It Ao M o LI S

o Alexender Hemiltoy - o ‘ Jan. 27, 17¢0.

In compliance with your reguest to forwsrd all Laws in force which

the proper Offices to procure then. ‘fhe dispersed State and

irreguler arrahgements of the Lews rendered it necessary that I

L=l

should search the various Lew Books that had been printed and also
to exemine files lodged in offices remote from this Yown that had
never been in print, which hath occesioned delay. A% the close

of my researches, I have found the laws now enclosed entitled an

Act to establish and ecuitable method of Making Rates of *axes.
his Act comprehénds in substance the many that I have examined,
repealing some of them. I therefore omit sending eny other to

thet effect. Ialso enclose and Act for making, end establishing
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. a new proportion of the Public laxes. It is. the practice in
this State to pass an Act similsr to this every 4th yesr. they

zre Tounded on the new Value newly takem of all BEstates at those

periods.,

L have 2lso enclosed some tcts relative to the *‘evenue end the

“*eguletion of Commerce which esceped my attention when 1 forwarded

" the Impost and Excise Lews, I have passed over all temrorary

& Local or proprietary Laws conceiving them to be without the limits
of your difectons sand not epplicable to any purposes for whioh'you
requesd these laws., '

*he fees in the Act for establishing the Naval Officer (no.5)
vere in paper money in a depreciated State and after the circulation
of that medium ceased, they were reduced to specie at 6/ per doller.
as in the Manusbript list ennexed to the Act;. *+hose fees wholly
teken by the Naval Officer were much lower then the feés received
before-theTﬁévolufion but thev amounted to a third part more then

the fees now established by Lew for the Collector and Nesval Officer

_together. Yhe same Officer received also 5% on all powder money

end light money collected by him whether paid into the Treasyry or
peid in disbursements for the,Light or Fort to which they were

respectively appfopriated. Of the insuffiency of the present

- establishment of the Uollector and the Naval Officer in this port,

conceivihg it to be my duty. I will make some observations when I
shell have>dispatdhed the public accoynts that are due from my office.

I have the honour to be etc etc,

To N. Eveleigh, Comptroller of the Treas. - Feb/ 4,17¢90,.

- - -~ ~ It appears by the forms thet separate accounts of the
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" eipenses of “evenue Boats should be kept. = -~ -« - -
‘o Eenry Knox; Sec. of the Dept. Wer ' Feb. 7, 1790.

I am honored with your Letter of the 29th Jen., respecting the
paymeﬂts to be made the Invalid Pentioners, together with the
Secretary of the TreasurysAé&recﬁioné on the same subjects. On
the receipt of the proper. evidence of the respective claims of thé
said pentioners end the .arrivels of the périods of paymenﬁs every
attention shall be paid to the business which it shsll require.

I have the honour %o be etc etc.

To Alemander Hrmilton, Sec. 'l'reas. - Yeb. 18, 1790.

In my letter of 27 Jeny., I mentioned my intention of making

some observations on the insufficiency of the feew as mow established

by Lew for the support of the officers of the Customs in this

District. I am glad to find that any apology for such observatiohs
i ~ is unnecessary by its having become an official duty in consequence
of your vireular Letter dated the 20 Jenuary since received. = In
obéd%ence jherefore to your directions I have enclosed a Statement of
{. the emoluments that have accrued to the offibers respectively to the
1st of Jenuary;in execuiting thy order I’haverﬁursued the plan that
1 had sugges}ed itself to me before the receiﬁt’of your letter.

| Ihis étatement shows the smount at the period directed by you
' (of Jen. 1s%t) end is extended to the 11th Feb'y including the term
] of 6 months, | I have continued the same by Célculation xhﬁtitha ‘
mmoluments to the term of one Year which * have done wiﬁh as much

I accuracy as possible. -~ Lt will appeérvby this Ualéulatioﬁ that the
kaoluments for the Year will be, to the Collectqf 257'Dollars, té the

Nevel Officer 270 Dollars and to the Surveyor,Z?Z‘Dollars. There
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are several articles of deduction which might with great propriety

be made but as there are no absolute dependence for a precise sum
on Uslculaiions, they are nmitted
i1he method which + have taken to state the amount of these

emoluments I conceived to be the most proper because it presented

8% one view the Services performed snd the rewsrds received for them.,

It slso places in view my construction of the Law for receiving those

Tees which I find by your letter of the 30 November has been
differently esonstrued. If I have erred in this instance by.my
construction of the Law, 1 reouest to be favoured with your instructions.
'the Statement inclosed might slone perhaps answer the purposes

recuired by your airection but es there are some circumstances
peéuliar to this port which mey not imnediately bccur to you from a
view of the statement, I will by your permiésion detain your
attention a momént longer upon it.

Upon some occasion heretofore I have mentioned to you the
effect that the late war had on the merchantilevinterest of this State
thhat of turning the chennels of buskness both of exports and,imports

thru the State of Mascachusetts;—- of our exports the most valuable

‘part,viz Pot and Fearl Ashes, Flsxseed and Provisions. Lumber which

is the least valﬁable.is almost the énly article exported. The
oérgoes Qf th;s'article smount to very.inconsideréble sums end small
as they ere a considerable proportion of thei&‘Saleé at Market are>_
remitted to Eufope for the payment of mahufactures of_that.Countyy
vinich are imported VIA BOSTON so that the Value of the Uafgoes winich
return to this poft are very small in their amount for which recson

a commissioh of 1% ellowed the Collector on the amount of the New

nempshire duties paid into the *reasury will be bot & smell eddition
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.investigation; which doubt not will extend as Well to past as to

43 .‘Joseph hipple.
to the fees as now established and the emoluments to the Naval
Officei and Collector arising from the fees on bonds and permits afe
proportlonately small as the goods ﬂrr1v1np in those Vessels are
generally one cons1gnment. No Vessel is regularly employed in the
lumber trade or anv other with a plurallty of consignments, therefore
the emoluments are smeall in'propbrtion to the Veéssels ‘owped in the
district.

The services incident to the respeétive officés {?) it is
scarpely necessary to make eny remarks upon.' The Amount of'the
services of the'Collectof zre various in different ports. | In those
porfs where much business is done, it must recuire grecater
assistence;~ of this L can sey thaet the public business has required
my co-stant andfarduoué Service with fhe'assistance of & clerk a
considerable‘part of the time and would not admit of any attentinn
to my private affairs. | |

‘e Nawal Officers Sefvices.has had his unrenitted attenti6n<for
g greater portion of his time than eny person ought to attend
business. The Surveyor hes also been attentive to that part of

Duty assigned him and tho his fees in proportion to Lervices are

" the greatest, yet they are far short of thaf support which_is

necessary for an Offlcer in his station.

On the first ‘view of the Rates of fees, I was sensible of themr
insufflclency but from a full confidence in‘ﬁheiintentions of
Congress that adeoquate rewards shoud attend Services, I could not doubt «

of their making such additions as should appear reasonable on an

future services. ,
fout anticipating the applications of the Urficers of the

Customs by vour attention to thest part of the.public interest which

s
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meterially respects those ofricers amldst others more important

clainm their thanks. L have the honour to be etc etcs
Hon. Henry Xnox, Sec. of War. o March 23, 1790.

I duiy received your letter of ths 6®hvinstant directing the

payment of 375 Dollars to the Brigedier General James Reed for the
-Tirst moiety of one years pension Commencing the 5 Maroh,l?BQ and

 the addition of nis neme to the list before inclosed to me of the

Invaild Pensioners.

Genersl “eed applied to me unfortunately a. few days before your
letter came to hand. On the reoeipt'of‘which I wrote him thét I
was authorized to meke his payment. ﬁe'liveé one hundred miles from
here, R

I have been applied to in behalf of several others Who I

apprehend are in the same predicament with Gen. Heed of not having -

' their nsmes on the 1ist trensmitted me.

L find thet several of the Fensioners nave been p%id by the State
to the 31 July,l1789, Which comprehend nearly 5 months of the term for
which they are entitled to payment by the Act,of'Congress. I have
deferred pa&ing these till I shall receive your directionw respecting
themn, It appeared to me they would be entitled to their 2nd moiety

and probably thé whéle unpaid term between.the‘é Mareh,i?BQ and
the 5th March.1790, which I encouraged them o hope for. I hawme

the nonour to be ete ete.

To Alexsnder Hamilton, Sec, of the Treas. : May 10, 17¢0.
.. m - —;Yéuf'lgtter'of the soth Jenuary last dirécted

peyments to Lnvsiid Péﬁsioners per warrant Sec,War : 1662.33 1/3

1:'07' vhich was added for Ven. Reed ' . 375,00

étotete ael 20817, 33
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2 2 June 14, 1790.

I oam favoured with your letter pf the'lst'Instant Which mentions
a copy of the .ct for the estshlishment of Lighthouses,.Beacons, Buoys
and,fublié Piers to be therewith sent.~ Yhis sct  was omitted to be
enclosed with your letter and as 1 conceive a knowledge of its
. contents essential to my ﬁnderstanding perfectly the business Which'.'-
'is required»by it, I shalil only observe at prasent that the Legislgture
of this State at their last Session thought proper to postpone thé
decision on a motion for the Cession of Fort William and Mary énd the
Lighthouse to the United Ststes. 1his matter will probebly be taken
up af the Session now holding at Concord eé was intended at the time
~of postponement. I am informed that the care end suppdrt of the
Fort and Lighthouse was let out by Contract for avlimitted time

which will not terminate t1ll some time after the 15th of August

nexb. 1The establiskment of Soldiers previous to this Contract was
withdravm. I have the honour to be etc ete.
To Alexender Hemilton, Sec. of Yreas., July 23, 1790.

I have delayed to answer your favor of ﬁhe’21st June mn
expectation thet + should be enabled to inform the motives which
induced the Legislatuie again to negative a motion for the Cession
of the Liglithouse. | )

- I em informed that the *ouse of Representatives fejected the
report of the Committee foe'ceding the Lighthousé end 3 acres of Land
which incliudes the ground occupied for‘a parade aﬁd platfbrm to the
fortress ¥Wm end M'RY but voted to cede the Lighthouse‘with one forth
of #n ~cre of Land (which takes in é point of rocks nezr the fort)
This vote wrs in the Senate negatived. The grounds on which this

brench of the Legislature acted I ecould not learn, not having seen any
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'of the Iembers, nor the President of the State who presided in the
Senate ond to whom I have written on the sub ject. |

As the matter is néw circumstanced be pléased to give me your
fufther directions respecting thé'payment or the offer of ﬁayment
fér the Year directed by the Act of Congress. . 1he present Contract
made by the State for the Support of the Lighthouse fof one year
{vhich commenced in Eehrgary laest) was %175 or 583 Dollars.‘ The
person who Suppiied the light pfiorvto the Contract and since the
15th of August lest is now in advance 90 Dollars ﬁhich he expects
from the United States nnd his estimate for a years'expenoe was
only 300 Dollers including the pay of a Soldier who attended the

Clight. I em very fespectfully etec etc.

1T'o Hon. Henry Know, Sec. of War . .August.lé,‘1790;

In your letter of the 22 May last year you suggested the
| probability of the death of.Several of the Invalids whose nasmes are
on the list transmitted to me the 9th of February last and directed
mne to obbtain end transmit to vou information respecting thislfact.‘

in conformity with the directions, I have taken much pains to
_acculre this informat;on and by edvertizements in the public papersA
and other mesns to call up all who have a legeal claim té the -pension
but there are still reméining elevénlof the Number contained in the
" 1list submitted who have not epplied for the first and twelve who
have not appliéd for\thexfirsz second.mbrty of their annual pensidn.
I have inclosed a list of those who have made application'and_
reéeived them, to which is annexed the amount poid to each. T
heve slso aded Columns for the date of Peyment which willAshow the
diversity aﬁd uncertainty of tﬁe time or their applications.

I hewe no information of the death of any of these,pensioners and

~
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b&~%he&f~een£iﬁui&g weekly to spply, I have no resson to believe
that all, if any of them are dead. I will teke such,fﬁrther
measures to ascerfain the existence of the remaining Number as I
shall find most likely to be effectual, I have detained the
list longer than the time limitted by weiting for returns frpm |
persons whom L had employd in the several oountiés in the State
to meke the inquiries desired. | |

Lieut. Robert Larrett mentioned in your 1etter has pfoduced.

proof of hlS having lodged in the Yressury of the State the

Commutetion received by him for his halfl pay &s per the Treasurers

Certific-te herewith enclosed. I have therefore paid him the
2nd moi4y of his pension. L have the honor to be etc etec.
Yo fon. Alexender lamilton, Sec. of the Treas. - 0ct. 8, 1790,

I hed the honor toreceive in due course your letter of the
10th ult. and nowsy inclose you a llst of Persons suit-ble for
officers for one of the “‘evenue Cutters.  ‘'hose mentioned for
ma ster cnd first mate havé many years cbmmanded Ships and are, on
account of their‘federal sentiments and attachment fo government
as viell as other considerations in my opinion the hest cualified
offi eny persons in thls ouarter for the places to which they sare
1~espectlvely named. 'hru some mlsunderstanding as to the
'ccueptqnce of the places of the persons named in this 1lst sever al

of them are absent and Were they present &« consultation Wlth them

b

. on the subJect considering the uncertainty of theilr app01ntment and -

at a distant perlod would not DTObably procure from them decisive
2nswers.,
Without a more particular despription of a ‘Yessel to be built

then givingUtweY1ength oflxkeell {¥ voatd Be "PLEFIGHIE bo lestimate
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keel would cost more than en ecusl proportion of the sum appropriated

for 10 Vessels should that number be built within the éum limitted.

At & rough estimate I find that a schooner of 40 feet keel payable

zccording to carpenters tonnsge well eauipd would cost 900 Dollars,

the hull would cost from 8 to 10 Dollars per ton, the cost of
meteriels for rigging it would depend on the manner of équipping.’,
This answer to your letter has beenAdéiayed for the return hoﬁe k
of en emminent ship builder still absent by whose assisfance I
intended to furnish drafts end estimates of the cost of several
vessels of different lengths from 35 fe=st to.SO feet for.yoqr
inspection snd_which I will procure shortly and forward. I am
persueded thet a Uutier could be built and equipped here oﬁ es good
terms and ecual in cuvelity to the best in the Country.
I am informed thet the Loan Officer eppéinted for this State

nath declined %o accept the zppointment or hath resigned it.
conceiving that the public business reouilred to be transactedlin
that office would suffer from the delay arising from thié’cifcumstance,
I teke the liberiy to name a gentleman as posséssing talents suifable 
Tor that office and ecual to any person known tb me in this-cuarter
or in the uUnited States.. I am Sir, etc etc.

Listldf officers _;-~Master,”__ﬁ_;st.Matg,John Flagg;2 Mate,

John Parrott, 3 Mate.

o Alex. Hamilfon,‘éec. of ireas t E Nov. 29, 1790.
~~~~~~~ The date of the bill enclosed and other

indications of the removal 6f the Offices of the I'reasury Department .

to Philadelﬁhia‘hath induced me to direct this letter to that city.

I am Sir etec etd.
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Yo Alex. Ermilton | Dec. 10, 1790,

On the Receipt of your Letter of lst June lest containing
directions respecting the Lighthouse in the State, I made proposals
to the person employed by the State in the Care of fhe‘Fort and
Lighthouse but having reason to expect the Cession of the 1aﬁter
by the Legislature-theh in Session the Contract Wés.delayed. - On
the rising of the Court finding this event had not taken piéce and.
nnwilling‘to hasten the Contract without the knowledge of the
Executive Authority, I appled to the President of the State whose
ansver some time after received informed mne that he hed laid ny
letter before the Council who chose to refer the.matter to the
Legislzture. 1 therefore proceded on the Uontracts which having
concluded on and formed, I now transmit for your examination thet
on youf finiding it right, you will please to lay before the

President of the United States for his approbation. etec ete

To Hon. Alexander Hemilton, Sec. of Treas. Feb. 5, 1791.
4n complience with the diredtions given in your Circular

Letter of the 20th Jenuary, 17¢0, I enclosed the 19th of Feb.

- following a statement of the emoluments of the Officers of the Customs

in this district for one year, but as tﬁat statement wes founded.
partly on Calculation it coukd not be a¢curate, I flattered

ﬁyself héﬁever that such dependence could be had upon iy as would
meke some impreésién-on such Commititees of the Législature as.

might heve matters of that kind before them. 'I have now enclosed
a precise amount of those emoluments accruing in the year 1790

which 1 beg you will please meke such gsé of as you conceive:propef‘
and whioh I hope will be productive of the end proposed in troubling

you with it.
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lnAthe early times of the *‘evolution it wes not an uncommon
thing‘tb see Servides‘performed without reward end foytunes
sacrificed to the great object then in Contemblation. But at this
'period when necessity does not call for such sacrifiées, vhen 8 |
peacefﬁl gnd happy establiéhment of government ié effected end a
'_foftunate Systen of ~evenue established and impro&ing; it will not

- be expected that those employed in the execution of the Lews will be

left without an edequate support. The office to which I am
attached recuires constant and diligent attention. It has my
exertions that it shall be executed according to Law. Lt will be

needless for me to add after refering you to the Statement enclosed
that I am obliged to draw from other resources the greater part of
my supporte.

1t is peinful to me, Sir, that I am necessaridy led to meke
a metter in which I appear almost alone to be interested, the subject
of a letter to you end at a time when everything is crowded upon
you sut I conceive this to be the last hour of application end if there
are others in the same predicament with me, which I conceive must be
the case, I wish thftAmeasures perfectly Jjust may take plece and‘thgt
everyone having an egual clsim may particibate in them.

I heve the honour to be etc etc.

Yo Hon. ilexender Hamidton, See. of Yreas., o A°‘.FeB/9/1791
.In conformity with the directions given in’ydur Circuler letter

of the 17th May lest respecting Seizures, I have to inform you that

2 small seizure has been made in this district consisting of one barrgl :
onchalf barrel snd three smzll begs coffee. - the ctrcumstances are
thet those packages were discovered by en Inspector on a wharf in the

evening, to appearance having been recently landed ffom, o¥ about to
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'be.taken into 2 boat. -+he peckeges being abendoned by those
having cherge of them and no demand having been made for then
afterwards leaves no doubt of the illegélity of their importation.

T am, Str, etc etc.

To Hon. Alexander familton ' ¥eb, 15, 1791l.

iour letter of the 234 Ultimo 1L have received end in performance'

of your directions have agreed for the Hull of a Vessel for A Cuttef‘ ~

for tais Station of 44 feet keel payable (say 46 atraight rabbet)
15 beem end 6% hold at 9 Dollars per ton. ’ |

L coulad find‘no person on whom I could depend for a good vessel

thet would undertake the whole equipmént fit for sea at 224 Dollars per

ton or indeed at any rate, it not being customary in this port ever

to connect the carpenters with all or any'cher.bills. I hope I shall

be able to Tinish the Vessel st vour limits but this must depend on
the prices of meterieals in the purchese of which no peinsvshall be
spared in the exercise of the sconomy which you recommend. . I
found it of advantage.iﬁ my agreement with the carpenters to maké

e peyment of 100 Dollars.

It is the opinion of some seamén thet a Sloop rigged Vessel
Would'énswer better the purpose then a sohooner. - If eny directions
on this}po}nf should be thought pwsper or if it may be left to the
Officer Whé‘is to command her, be pleased'to}direct me. The Vessel

is to be delivered the 10th. of May next. | I am., Sir, etc etc.

I'o Hon. Alexander Hemilton, Sec. of ireas. - May 9, 1791.

fhis day received from Benjemin Lincoln of Boston, ﬁsq.,lé pecs

: YQSU M
Canvas which + gﬁﬁimmfare intended for sails for the Cutter. I

hed engeged the Lanvas of the manufactory here but have now counter-

-
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T

St el

mended it. I have also engeged the cordage which 1t is

Ry~ et

meking by dimentions given and coennot be released from taking 1t.

SRS I e

Be pleased to advise what articles for equipping the vessel are

O e

to be Torwarded that 1 may asvyoid making unnecessary purchases.,

I have the honor to be etc etc, L

. %

To Sec. of the Treas. Alex, Hrmilton June 4, 1791. E
in conseouence of the Circular letter of the Asst. Secretary ﬁ

. . ) N E%

deted the 10th of Morch last a few weeks since received/ I d

" herewith iuclose you Returns of the decked Vessels built in the %

TR,

District-of Portsmouth, N. H,.,, for two succeeding years, the first
commencing the 4th of Msrch. 1789, V
The same Letter signified to me your wish to have forwarded
from time to time as they mey come into my hands "ehy documents
thet have relétion to the Commerce, Na&igation, Fishing, M-nufacturers,

or Productions of the State. eitherin the time of the Province or in

thst of the Lommonwealth". Ihis recuest shall be caref&lly attended
to ﬂnd such documents forwarded should #ay come into my hands. . In
the mesntime, conceiving that such circumstances respecting those
objeots which may have fallen under my own obserVations.lor that

have otherwise come to my knowledge would be accep&able in iieu of
such documcnts I will now mention them generally.

Cormerce and Navigation comnenced at the earliest period of

the Settlements in the River Pis&atanua increasing grOdually till
thé Yeer 1775. From the year 1780 to 1760 there was a con31derable

trade with Spain to which Nation We»e shlped large cuantities of

ParTiis £ et A (N Ry p L SRR A T O AT TR AL b e e TR T R P

¥ish, Oak,Timbér, planks and staves. From 1760 to 1776, shlpbullding

sy

h- & increased snd there were annually built 30 to 40 sail of two
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décked vessels of 180 to 350 tons, besides smallér ones with one
deck. whe tvio vecked ¥Uessels were principslly employed in
supplying the Inglish West Indies with Lumber whence they proceeded
to Ingland frelghted with the prdduoe of the Islands snd were sold
in Ingland, many Vesseis also going directly to different poits”in
England ldaded with Lumber were there sold. A great number of
Ships were also built on agcount of British Merchants fesiding in
Inglend »nd Scotland. The single decked vessels (rigged schoonefé,
sloops and Brigs) were employed also in supplykng the Islands with
Lumber ~nd Fish which voyages‘extended to the Danish and‘the Duteh -
lslands and settlements on the Maibh and a2lso to those of France and
Spain when they couid get admission into theiraports. the
Vessels taking frelght for Englend remitted the proceeds of their

Iumber Cargoes to Hurope in 2ills or to America in produce, those.

- returning brought with them the different productions of these Islands

and Settlements which were vended partly at home and the residue
exported to’the neighbouring Provindes chiefly to the. Carolina's,
Virginia end Maryland in exchsnge for corn and other provisions.

Agriculture was little atteqded to, the settlements being circum-

scribed to the limits of 30 or 40 miles from the Sea Coast and the

. settlers employed in procuring lumber, neglected their attention

to farmiﬁg.

‘he prodﬁctions of New Hrmpshire iﬁ'provisions wes not sufficient
to support the inhsbitants till after the peécé between France and
Englénd which took plafe in the Year 1762. | _Since that period, the
settlements have been extended to the Western bouudaryiof the State
and éo far thet the procurins of Lumber on account of the distance

for its transportation has ceased to be en object with the Settlers.
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they have therefore been confined in ﬁhat article to the emount
of their ovm consumption for buillding their houses etc and have
bent their attention to the cultivetion of their lands. |

The manufactures of New ﬂampShire tho considerable are without
System of‘patronageT more or less has been done in linnen, Woolen
end Cotton for meny yéers. This is principally performed in
vrivate femiiies in the Country, every frmrmhouse having its utensils
for manufecturing the Wool.often produced by its prépriétorvtogether
with = provortion of imported Cotton. ThesQ.manufagtu:es are of
great use in the Tamilies where they are carried on serving in part
for thelr cloathing but too much of them ere exchanged for forcign
superfuities.

About the Year , & number of fsmilieé from the North of
Irclend ceame into the State and settled about 30 miles frow the
Eea who beinz acquainted with the manufacture'of 1inen have‘carried.
it on in a greater degree of perfection thaﬁ any other in fhé State
wiiich their descendants continue to this day. - Hese people were
very usefull end hed the emigration éontinued, great benefit would

have derived to the Country from their‘Examplé'of Industry end

Eoonomy'but:the 111 judged pblioy of the day, foundaed on supérstitious‘

opininas put a stop to the migration of all foreigners to the State.
smong our manufactureslhowever may be enumerated Several forges,
Works for Manufécturing'Bar Iron, One Furnace, One Rolliﬂg anﬁ

- Stilling Mill 4 or 5 oyl mills, & Number of rulling Mills =nd one

avanufectury of S5ail Cloth.

The productions of New Hempshire had been almost confined to its

Lumber =nd its Ficheries little since the peace of 1762 ebove

mentioned. ‘I'he produce of Beef, Wheat, Rye, Indicn Corn end
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prejudicial of our own State, though probably of no national
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Pulse hns since thet Period increased with the Settlement of the
inland LYowmships and are now produced in gfeat'ruantfties, but
Wieat is prodbced only in the more distant Tovms from the Sea Cbast.
Fot snd Pearl Ashes is now also become one erticle in our manufactures
of gréat iwmportance.

‘he greatér pert of the Produce of fhe new 'l'ownships are trans-
ported by land to‘MassaxhuSetts whencé meny of the Settlers emigrated.
The situstion of the Héads admitting of a conveyasnce ecually eligible
cnd the Seat of the goverment or réther the Uessions of the Legislature
sﬁifting.from plaoe‘to nlace and not being confined to, or indeed
scarcely held in the Capitol of the State but little coﬁmercial

inte~course is formed between it snd the back country. lience

thé:produotions of the State are carried to and excorted from

Messachusetts and the Foreign articles here consumed imported into
and purchesed from the Importers of thet State, = circumstence

Y
coneseruence.
* In exception these remarks, it' must be noted that the Sail Cloth

Menufa ctory is & well regulated undertqklng of a single Proprietor

_and the Rolllng and Slitting Mill had the a381st9noe of the-

Leglslature by a. generous grant. R  ', I hyve the honour ete.

Yo Hon. Alexandef Hamilton, Sec. of the Tress.  June é, 1791.
iour circular 1Ptter of the 14th df Aprii ceme to my hends the
20th ultimo. JAvailing myself of the endulgéncé of the House of
Bepresenta%i#es in.committing to your exemination and report, the
emolunents ofxmyrofZirmxzsxfolientar he Officers'of the Customs,

I do myself the honor to transmit you herewith a statement of the

L
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emoluments of my office as Collector of the District of Portsmouth

for the four cuarters of the Year 17¢0, not having a doubt but your

report will be founded in the Strictest Justice end thet 1t will
have the approbation and confidence of the Legislature.

In thls Statement the Article of fees is prPCisely the . “‘mount

received tzken fron an accurate acoount kept of then. The amount

of Comission i1s tsken by Cnlculation on the foot of each ruarter s
account tho not half the Sum stated has yet been received. In
the smount of expenses the charge of office Rént is the result of
en sccommodation between the Navel Officer and myaelf and the
building occupied which belongs to hinm is steted at the rete for
which it wouléd rent and the chergss for ulprks Service 1s the cmount
of Feymenbs mzde in money together with the vValue of gr atuitous
counpensations not ecual to the amount of the Services performed
ccording to the usual Rate of Clerks wages.

By the utatement it will sappear that - Dollars is the Net
smount of any emoluments for the Yeer, a sum not erual to one third
the reecl vslue of the Services -incumbent on the office, exclusive
or 1i%s responsihility.

Conceivigg of the imppossibility of prejudging’of an‘equitable
reward for every officer of the l‘evenue under the ciscumstances of
its sudaen establishménﬁ, I heve presumed on the justice WhiCh‘i
fletter myself will be éhe result of s oandid incuiry sudh as I am'

rsuzded will be mede £or a rezsonable reward as well for the past

‘the fuiture Services. It will neturslly orcur thet the first
who are in the exercice of their offices will hsve thé gréatest
Qlf;lCUltleS to encounter, haiyvng unbeauen naths to explore end to

reconcile a people accustomed slmost to no Law but their will to

mpateiin
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strict observance of *evenue Laws which are‘generally’in their
Nature obnoxious to such e people md L have the satisfaction to
believe the fewest su¢cessful'attempts hawe-bsen m=de to eﬁade the
“‘evenue Lews in this aistriCt of any in the Uniﬁed States that are

so conveniently siteuted for thet purpose

Hon. Alexander Hemilton, Sec. of Yrea. © June 28, 1791.

the Uarpenter who undertook the Hull of the Eévenue'Cutter
building in this port hawing been sick Several weeks, the Work was
unavoidably delayd. She will be launched in 8 or 10 @ays.‘ 'T'he
Station of 3d Mate being still vacant, I would beg leave‘to name

Scmuel Hobart, a young man of whom I have heard is a good Character

- and the Nomination of hi- is made by Captain *eaton.

I now &ransmit you and ict lately enclosed to me by the President

of the State making & conditional Cession to the United States of

the Lighthouse together with 1 3/4 acres of ground which takes in.

- the o0ld fort on the easten poiAt of the Islend of New Czstle. - There

is still half an acre of ILand remaining claimed by the State which
would be a useful addition should any fortification on this spot |

be thought necessary hereafter. It has‘been customary heretofore

 to hoist Colours on the approach of any Vessel, the expence of which

‘having been ‘suprorteé& under the Militarj establishment continued at

this Fort more than a'ceﬁtnry p;st,‘has.now ceased on the Cession
of the Fort and discharge of the keepers and it cannot be continued
without a smnll eddit ional expence to the Lighthouse to which 1t
vas before connected. It woyld be a gratifylng convenience to
the trade to have these Signals continued..

IT an prrticular form is recuired in the Statement of the Light-
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house sccounts be pleased to advise me.

1The Tirst years pensions of Invalids‘directéd to be paid by me
is discharged except the Fensions of 4 Invalids who hsve not yet appeare:
end who are probably removed out of the State or dead. Your
direct on to return monies in my hends for the YVeparimentxofxWzzkz
xarrenlk payments énd also the Zecretary for the Department of Warts
warrent specifies a larger sum than L have or shall pay. 'i wish'
to be informed to whom the vouchers of payment shall be tranSmitted.and
how the cherge is to be ontrbduced into'my general-account Withfthe

United Ststes. L have the honor to be etc etc.

o iflex. hamilton, Sec. of the Yreas, August 24, 1791.

The “evenue. Cutter being ready for Sea will proceed on a Cruize
immediately; no arms or military stores having yet oome‘tb hand, 1 will
borrcw Tfor the first.cruize suoh 2s may be necessary. © '*he person
nemed for 3d Marne whould heve been Semuel Hobard instead of Sem Hubert
as oopied‘in your letter of the 12tk ulto.

tieyewith is enclosed the descrivtion of the Cutter received from
the surveyor. She will be accompenied with a certificate from fhe
Custom tiouse by the Neme of the o till the instrument intended in
lieu of =& ﬁegister with such name as_ydu will be pleessed to give her
shall be received.

I find that notwithstanding my utmost endeévour to compleat this
VYessel within your limitations the cost will exéeed them. 1his
heth arisan from seversl ceuses whivh I will particularly accouﬁtbfor

vnhen the accounts are collected and sleted for transmission and which

+ hope will be satisfactory. I have the honomr to be etc etc.
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To Alex. hémilton, Yec. of . reas., Sept. 2, 1791.
Inciosed I tranmit.you the Vertificete of the Oaths of Office
te¥en by the isrster and second Mate of the.:evenue Cutter. I am etc.

To Alex. Hamilton ? - ‘ - Sept. 9, 17é1.

With my 1ettér to you of the 24th ulto., I inclosed a description
6f the Cutfer end gave a name for her which was handed to me at the
moment of the closing of the letter since vhich L have been informed
there is a British Public Vessel of the name of the FERRET in Nova
Sootia or Newfoundlend., I conceive there would‘be an. impropriety .
in giving a Cutter of the Ynited States the same name and ﬁherefore
recuest that you will be pleased to direct the insertion of such other
name in the instrument intended inm lieu of a fegister as will be more
proper. '

1 directed Captain Yeaton to deal out the provisioﬁéﬂat the
rate of 1lj bread and lﬁ'beef.or 3/4 # pork per mén per day end to
assure the people whatever may be the establishment of rations, whether
of licuors or other articles would be made up to them when such *‘ations
should be known.‘ At present they furnish their own liguor which
is an article they expect will constitute a part of their gations.

On this point be pleasgd to give me instructiqns. ‘ |
 the cuttéf‘éailed‘fhe 26th August having on board a few horrowed

small arms and other accoutrements. L nave Tue uonoi €ut €uC.

10 .leX. newmilizon, Sec. of Yreas., Sept. 16, 1791.
- -~ ‘the thermoneter that was forwarded from the freasury is
by accident'bfoken.. it was in the hands of one of the *nspectors,

a very careful man, who was assisting the Surveyor. . A similar



- was intended for any other port for a market. -

60 Joseph vwhipple

accident befel a Neal thermomebter befare in use Whioh wos borrowed

T

of a Physician (ond which LI have sent to London for repair). I

AMb I

have endeavoured to procure one in Bos ton and other places in this
viCinity without success. . Be pleesed to 6rdef one from - |
fhiladelphia for the use of this District.

I have the ﬁkasure to enclose you herewifh the State of a - &
manufactory of Sail Cloth iately established in New Hemﬁshiré. o i

I em Sir, etc etc.

Yo Alexander *amiltoy, Sec. of Lreas. Sept. 27, 1791,

Inclosed herewith I transmit you my payments in the support of the

iR

Lighthouse establishment in this Vistrict from the commencement of .

thet expence on the 15th of August 1889 to the 30th of June last.

LN e

This return hes been deteined with a view of accompanying it with a
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plan of the Lighthouse and the land adjacent lately Qeded by this
Stste to the United States, but the Surveyor who took 1t having
misleid the rdugh minutes, has not yet furnished me with the draght. 
I 21lso now enclose for thr approbation qf the Presidenﬁ, a new
Contract for the support of the Lighthouse for 6 months comsencing

the 1lst of July, 1791.

The usefulness and cpﬁveniency to tfade‘and navigation attending
the hoisting the Flag ét the Foff-as answered by'mérchants to whose
oninions I_redﬁeéted are | -
1st. That when it'appeafed by such signal that a vessel (the différent E
colours or énsign pendent etc designating the kind of Vessel‘whether" '
Ship, Snow or Brig) were approaching the.harbour, an owner expecﬁing

such vessel was enabled %o s top her coming up the River if the Cargo

2. That it was an inducement to suspend orders for insurance whereby




' since the first settlements of the country to which I would add, . !
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they might sometime save the premium.
3.- Yhat it gave notice to the pilot when residence did not admit
of his seeing the Vessel so soon &s a person stationed st the Fort

4. "hat it shows a respect to strangers which has been in practice

as it resﬁecfs the public, that notics of a vessel's appearance in
the offing towards night would excite the attsntioﬁ of the Customs
especially the inspeotorx rssiding 2t Yew Castle to whom I have

glven direcfions to observe the conduct of Vessels epproaching the
harbour whose entrance in'it would prohably bs in the night and to
atsend to their proseedings after such entrance. 1o this I Was

induced from having heard that Vessels had dallied off the herbour

- with & view of entcering in the night unseen and after coming to

anchor in the harbour had attempted, and probably sometimes affected

their fraudulent purpose.

Lhe ezpence of h01st1ng the Ilag as demanded by the person who
now attends the llpht would be 25 oents per day which I conceive to
be more than its value'and am of opinion a much less sum added to the

expence of the lighthouse after the present Contract is expired would

obtein the Serv1ce. '

I wouls take this Oc~asion to observe thst the former practice

'under the Stste government of hailing vessels on their passing the

Fort and the authority for bringing them $oo when necessary and
subjesting fhose to punishment who didnt give true answers wes found to
be a useful régulation snd would be so under the Yeneral Government

es it reppects the Sevenus if autnorized by Law. Ihe entrvance of

the herbour is so narrow that no vessel can escape the eommand of the

'«ort or pass out of hearing. Many vessels from foreign countries
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enter the harbour bound to the different porrts in Massachusetts

end a greater number of Coasting Vessels.gbing between the Districts
of Main and Massachusetts meeting a head wind put in fqr shélter

at 21l times of day and night. Many Vessels of the latter
.deéoription having the appearence of foreignérs are Visited‘by the
inspectors while enteriné’the harboﬁr or when 1a&iﬁg at anchor.within
it which is attended with a Uonsiderable_expence'that might in many
instences be brevented if en@uiry was made of the destinetion of the
Vessels at their passing the Fort. .

e Under any new egulutlons respecting the bort T I conceive it
would be a saving of expence and a securlty of the Revenud if the
persons employed there should be connected with the Custom House.
They might be selected from the military invalids nowAentitled té

& pension from whom boatmen might be appointed and a person to

attend the Lighthouse. I have the honor to be etc ete,

To Alexander Hamilton : | Oct. 7, i791.

Mr Flag who was aépointed 1st Mate of the “‘evenue Cutter héving
been absent.ever since his sppointment has lately returned home
and having entered in th? Service of a Merchant as master of a vessel
declines the acceptence of his Commission whioh'i»hqw return |
. enclosed herewwth. | | |

I beg leave %o name John Parrott the 2nd Nate to flll the statlon
of 1lst Mate, his conduCL 81nce he hss been in the SerV1ce intitles
him to the recommendation. | | | |

I also beg leave to name John Adams as a suitable person to take

the place of Mr. Perrott as 2nd Mate. He is d= ~ = -

TR
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foung.man of a reputab;e Family, has been Several Voynges as late of

2 VYassel and is recommended by several respectable persons. - As
there was only one mate on duty, at Cabt. Yeatons reéuest I consented
thet Mr. ~dems should go on bosrd the 27th Ult. end if it should
please the President to eppoint nim I hope there will.be no
impropristy in his Commissions beering date on the day of his enteriﬁg
on cuty. |

My, Eobgfﬁ who was recemmended for 3rd Mate is =zt Sea snd is soon

expected home.

(@]
§0
Y3

Zefore the Cutt-r salled on the first cruize, I pronosed to
Yeoeton his supplying the Peonle with Bresd and meat at the rate
Specified in the Army rétions, end desired him to inform thenmy that the
residue of articles or their Velue should be made up on Settlement
¢id in the mecntime money should bé advanced them for the purpose
of supplying themselves, with which they were perfectly setisfied,

vuring the crvise they fell in with the Cutter WASaACHUSETTS whose
reonle they found were furnished with provisions anﬁ Bread, Meet and
Fers without restriction and with coffee, ‘This hed such effect on

apt. Yeatons people thet he wrs obliged to dismiss three of them on

2

nis return into port. - I mention this ecircumstance to show the

necessity of uniformity in the Supplies to .these Vessels as they will

_have'commuﬂibation with each other. The SCAMMEL's crew ceught

Tish and wers therefore well off for provisions butbt Ceps Yeaton is of

opinion that without the aid of Fish which is an ‘uncertsin supply,

the cuantity of lMeat i¢ not sufficlent for people at Sea who cannot

be supplied constently with vegetables. "I heve therefore been under
the necessity of consenting that Czp. Yeaton shonld supply his people

for the present in the same manner that Capt. #illisms people are
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supplied managing the Same with prudence. ‘he result of this
experiment shall be laid before jou. ]

In consenuence of the P.S. to your_letter of’theAl9th ult., I
have consulted what rate per Ration in‘lieu of articles would bela
éatisféctory to the Seamen and fingd it ﬁould greatly exoeed.the Vaiue
of & sufficient Supply of Provisions and I do not conbeive'that‘aﬁy
eng-gements of the Seamen for Supplying themselves'ﬁoulq 59 safe fgr
the Service as no dependence can be had on their providing a sﬁfficient
cuantity for the cruize. A person on whom I cen depend'hQS’
proposed to supply the 4 éeamen at 12 cents per ration with é cuantity
of Frovisions which Csp. Yeation is of opinion Would be satisfactory'
to the People end which he conceimes is necessary but this cuantity
exceeds the rations fixed by Law and are as follows;-for 4 men a week
or éB nations. 303 Beef, 8, Pork, 28; Bread, 13" Coffee, 3 Pints;
molasses, 4 Nts Peas, 14 Gills Rum. Yhis will give one and one-
half pounds Beef or one pound Pork in lieu Qf the army rations and
adds coffee and Peas instead of vinegar, salt and soap. Yhis might
b-lcontracted for for a year or any less term.

In conformity with your Circuler letter of the X& 2lst Sept. I
have prorosed to Yap, Yeaton end he egrees to receive Nine ognts for
the Yetion which he is entitled to draw for himself and boys as well
as-his extra :afions to which proposal his mate élso'agrees so that
no “aﬁionswiil be drawn but for the seemen. ' }Captain teation would
furnish the Component parts of the fixed na’t;ions»for 9 cents but

insists on the impdssibility of satisfyingvthe péople therein,




| 65 Joseph ¥hipple.

fo Jlexsnder iesmilton - ‘ Oct. 26, 1791..
l'eving collected end discharged the Séveral Bills esgainst

the "cvenue Jutter SCAMMBEL, I now transmit you hérewith inclosed

my account for the Vessel, the Vessel's Stores, .ihe’Stores with

some smal1ll dibsburesements amounts to 157.80 Dollars #nd the Vessel

to 1255.95 Dollaré vhich includes every srticle applied +to her use

except 12 pieces sail cloth sent from Boston by General Lincoln of

which 1 have no account'nor direotions res pecting the payment.

1t will bve observed that the vessel exceeds your limitations by 155

Dollsrs besides 12 pes Sz2il Cloth not accounted. -

Finding it impossible to Contract with any person on whom I
could depend for a good Vessgl fitted to the sea, 1 vroceeded in the
usqal way in practice here of contracting with the Carpenter for the
hull and in proouring the other =articles on the lowest terms given
in Cesh. I deté4rmined on the dimentions for a Vessel whose
bills together by »¥ Cslcuilation would amoﬁnt only to the sum
limitded. = But conceiving it to be conformable to yoﬁr
directions es well as in my own ‘opinion proper thet Cap Yeaton
should giVé such directions respeéting the Rigging and fittiné the
Vessel os shoudd in his opinion be most.conducive to her usefulness, I s

suhmitted the directions for mesting, rigpings, =xkIimg sails and

finiching to him, en}oining the strictest economy in the menner of

finiéhing the Vessel, urging the nedessity of hqt eiceeding the
apportionment to this vessel of the monies for the Service |
avvronriated, But Cap Yeaton conoeiving differently from me in
the outfitting of the Vessel aubmitfed.to him, the amount exceeds by
necrly BOO‘dollars my calcuztions =nd expectations whiéh arises

principally from an excess in the Sails, rigging, and joyners work
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nécordin@ to'my idea‘of the necessity of them. In the storés
fﬁrnished there is & smnll deviction -from the 1ist transmitted, some
- erticles being left out 2nd not purchased angd otheré acdded., I
conceive it will be proper that colours should.be edded to the stores
Which is yet not hed. . i}must aokhowledge myself discppointed
thet the Yessel exceeds my celculations whid L must impute to my
confidence in Cép.Yeaton ¢nd to his Zeai for the good of the Serﬁicé
rather thun to his exiravegency. . |

C-p. Yeaton hre received from Boston 10 Muskets =nd lohpr of .

Pistols in had order which 1 h=ve cecused to be revpaired and fitted

199

for Sea use.

I heve peid the Officers end People to the 30th of Sentember

but omit for the vresent to transmit the Accounts till fthe Torms

in%ended shell be forwvarded or till fin2l directions shzll be given
resnecting the Jeamens rations, to which my letter of the 7th
instnt hes

reference.

*he wages and rotions peid to the Bth of Sent. and thé Cost of
thie Provisions now on board amount to Dollsrs 538.15 which with the
account now trensmitted amounts to Dolls. 1951.98 end is the whole .

amount of payments on account of the SCANMMEL, I have the honor ete.

To. Alezender iemilton. | ' .. October 29, l?éi.
%nélosed %erewith I transmit you my quartély dccOunt for the
Sunport &nd maiﬁtenance of the Lighthouse in this State =nd the
rep~iv¥s to0 the 30th of Seﬁ. pést. Ythe extraordinery ocusntity
of Ulsss used. in the repaips in this cqurrter wes oocaéioned by the

fire in the lantern and breaking the windows by which the

%

oYl teking

dpullding was in imminent denger of distruction. the ceuse of its
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tfansmitting~you his letter to mé on that subje¢t, I,now.inclose it.
I must observe that the lsst additionzl and reprehensive cleuse
Aof your letter so far as it meybe intended for me és such, could not
be read unfelt;- not from a consciousness of having in the‘smallest‘
degreee devieted Trom the'strictsst attention to economy in my
transacting the business of the SCAMMELL or ffom having ever in the
most minute -instance departed from the principle in  trensacting the
public business committed to my chsrge. | But from reflecting on .the
disagreeable circumstance of being oharged with unrtessonable
parsinony on one side and on the other to receive an unmeritted

reproof. o : I have the honor to be etc ete.

o tlexender lifmilton , | | ‘ ~ Dec. 15, 17¢l.

Nr Parrott thé 2nd Mste of the SCAMIEL ha¥ing an advantagebus
offer in the “Yommand of ¢ Ship hes resigned his place in the SCAMHEL.
I thought if proper that his: Commissiord should be.transmittediwhich
is sccordingly enclosed herewith together with his letter toithe
President which L sent open for yéur preusal.

It‘is not without regret that I am obliged to give this
information as [ esteem Mr. Parrott a véluable young man and‘one that
bids fair for a good officer. As there is no power to retain an
officer who inclines to‘éuit.the Service, I‘ﬁas obliged to acguiesce
in this resign;fion which is rend&red the more inoonveneint'by the
Scaréitj of young men Suitable for the Station of lst Mate to which
I recommended Mr. Farrott, . To remove the inconveniency to the
Service arising from s deficiency or orxiuérs, L would propose"for your
consigeration and direction the temporary appointment of éuch persons

es may appear the most suitable till the places can be filled with

RTINS e,
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taking fire o Joseph Yhipple,

ta hlnr fire I have not becn able clearly to inve tigate but an

feuA SR O R Al MULD AL

zpprehensive 1t arose from the improper constructlon of the vessel

containing the o0il which has been in use manv yeors, ' It is an

TN
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open pan about 20 inches in diameter snd 3 or 4 inches deep, the wick

being supported by an iron plate ( or piece of hoop) crossing and

ooy T
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sunk il it to the level of the surface of the oll. The oyl in
use being fish oyl, I find, affords a very indifferent light end =s .

en ivprovement to the liéht I had procured oil of a better cuality

7
S

and that was more free to burn. In the first tryel the accident
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“happened which renders it necessary to lay this kind of oyl eside
till such alteratioh is msde in the Uonstruction of the Lamps. *hru

the bed ~uwality of the o0il hitherto in use, en accident of this kind
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hever before took place. o

v

I conceived it to be my duty in this Place to give you this detail

R 'Jrr,‘:t‘" o)
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thet if it shou.d be thought proper I might be furnished with
varticulsy instructions respecting the necessary improvements which
I conceived probable the dexcriptipns of the constructlons of the

most
xmsdi approved Lighthouses concentering (?) at the 1reesury would

MDA
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furnish the meene of.
The Lighthouse (which is of wood) is in good repeir excepting

thet it will reoulre a coat of palnt in the spring to prevent the
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shlngles from decay. I am Sir, etec etc.:

To Alexander Hamiltoy B " Dec. 10, 1791.

| I heve your letter of the 22nd ultimo and have nommnnicateé
it to VUspt. Yeaton. Conceiving theatv Itcan in ho better way
Dossess you of Capt. Yeatbn's reasons for deviating from your limits

and my directions respecting the fitting of the Cutter than by .
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with proper persons, If this proposal is consistent with the
‘ “stablishment and approved of by you, you will be pleased to &inactl
the same under such restrictions as you shall think proper.:

I heve the honor to be etc etc.

Yo Alexander Hamilton ‘ - Dec, 16, 1791.
I h=sve reccived gour Circular Letter tb the fgents of the Cutters
of the 17th ultimo. As the directions given in thet Lletter.

supercedes the necessity of & particular Statement of the expence of

supporting the people mentioned in my letter of the 7th off Dec.,

I will only observe that the cos:t of 252 days of the mens victualling ;-

amounsed to 33,20 Dollars being about 14 1/3 ¢ ve T ration, Cap.,
Yecton, however, heas agreed to supply the people at 12 cents per %

rzZiiagn diem for'the whéle term of victualling the Vessel when at

allowénce and when not end untill the 30th of June next acéounting
for the cost of all the Provisions hitherto purchased for her which
to the 1lst instant averagéd about that sum,. | Cap. Yeaton expects

to be a sufferer by this agreement hut was prevailed upon to

o BAY S Uid 4 En (Rort PR ERMCLA

underteke it with a view of conforming to what he supposes a unifoom

- mode of supply. ihisfagraememt ﬁé has agreed to render this supply
in cuentity of provisions and in quality satisfactory to the pebple.
This agreemegts extends only ﬁo the Seamen'sfrations{ thoée-for the
officers beiﬁg left &t present. Respecting the 1at®er,'I ﬁoﬁld

gsk thet on exﬁlanatioﬁ of a dlause'in the 2nd paregraph of the
above»mentioned circular in what it is directed that "The officers

mey receive the same articles with the Seamen or the sum stipulated

for them =s they may prefer the one or the other", ~Ihe doubtful idea

is whether the sum stipulated for them is intended to apply to the

9 cents stipulated formexly. for .the, o0fficers ror ¥o0the, M2Heents p /
. v oe )
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stipul-ted for the men.

Iwouid ask further if the latter is the explanatioﬁ whether the pr=
ment of 12 cents per ration éhall extend to the extra ratiohs, or
only to the one which they most be entitled to draw in Provisions
end also whether it shnll extend to the Settlement mede with the
Officers to the 30th HSept. at 9 cents and to make up the Seme 12 cents

according tothe present estimated value of the Ratinns. I have etc etc.

‘o Cliver Wolcott, Jr., Comptroller of th- Trees. Jan. 30, 1792,
Inclosed 1 transmit you vertiricetes of the.“ecuisite O=zths of

John ~dems, 2nd Mate and Semuel Hobart, 3d Mate of the United

(D

tes %evenue Cutter SCAMMEL which have just been delivered to me.
In looking over these certificetes I perceive that of Hohn ‘.dems
does not precisely designate hic station and which cannot be
rectified at prasenf on account of his being«absént; - IT this

comnission discoualifies the certificate, I will call on him on Notice

from you for one more properly expressed.

To Alexsnder “amilton Feb., 1, 1792,

‘he peaecket contained herein has the accounts of the “évgnue
Cutter SCLMEE to the 31st of Dec., 1ast.

In cddltlon to the payments mede to Uapt Yecton for hig wages
2nd rati ns from the date of his commission (the 2lst of March,1791)
he cleims allowance for Wages and “‘ztions from the 6th of‘Oct.,lVQO as t-

the time of hié appointment as stated in the ecéount‘inqlosed liarked
¥o 6, to wﬁich account he hns slso added severasl articles which I
h-ve declined paying for. The colours are still withheld which

ouﬁh I conceive them necessary, I cannot furnish consistantly with




. Benjemin Yunnison as a suitable person for lst Mate of the “evenue

.hes been on my mind se eral weeks but I have delayed to transmit his

. taken much pains in making encuiry respecting Mr. G. and to -thah end

this post end will reouest him to give you sﬁch infafmation respecting

7
. Joseph Whipple.
e declaration heretofore m.de to Yapt. Yeoatén without your special
order,
I h=ve desiréd Cap. Yeaton to keep at the entrsnce of the harbour
at such times as the weather is too severe to be ot Sea that he may be

in readiness to examine Vessels who may take shelter there. I haveeto.,
Yo Alexander liemilton _ Feb. 28, 1792.
tour letter of the 4th instant I hed the honor to receive the

21st r~nd conformably with your directions I now give you the neme of

Jutter SCAMIEL. - The characters which I have been in pursuit of

AR

to £ill this Station are much sought after to command Ships in Merchants

Service ~nd conseouently are not easily ?revailed'upon to eccepnt the

Station now in question and the hope of a better opportunity for =
cholse induced me to propose temvorery appomntments till the arrival

of & number of young men now absent on voyages. Mr. Gunnison

n-me till I should have oprortunity more fully to know nhis cheradter
from those who have employed him. Sensible of> the necessity of

employing the best men that can be procured for this Sefvice;'I have

had vwritten to Mr. Langdon of th- Federal Senate in whose employ

Mr. G. served several yedrs. I will agein write thet Gentlemen by‘

Mr. G. as his Service as ma:ter of a Vessel in Mr, Langdon's employ

will enable kim to give. = I am Sr etc etc.
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vo Oliver Wolcott, Comptroller . Feb. 28, 1792.
U I have the honor to rebeive your 1ettef'df the 9th instant end
noﬁ transmit herewith enclosed my account of payments to Invalid
Pensions for the Year commencing Sth i‘v‘ia:r'ch, 1789, I have cdosed
tiis account by>debting the United Ststes, which however I shsll
fbfebear.to enter in my books till I receive your difeotions uherefor.
The abstract Vo. 1 in which is entered the payments 1ﬁ the course
thict the applications were made With the dstes Will shov the slow
proéressvof those epplicat ons notwithstsnding the most effectual
notice Wcs'given. :eceipts for the respebtive peyments attend
the Abstracts and a list is enclosed of the unpaid Pensioners.

Iy cccount° of Payments for the Lighthouse establishment hsve
been reguldrly transmitted =at the end of every qvarter, the first
being the 30th June xZmxilrex 1791, I have not been direéted to
cherge the amount in my account with the United.btates»eé Collector
of %he Customs. Your most obedient servant etc ete. |
ilexsnder bemilton o Feb., 28, 1792.

1 ‘ha=ze the honor.to enclose you herewith a.“etﬁrn of the
Invalid Pensiohs belonging to New ﬂamnshire vhose pensions fdr one ’
year commen01ng 5th of March, 1789 I was authorized to Paye.

It has been attended with no 1nconsiderub1e troub&e to look
un these Deople snd to prevail upon them to prodnce the requlslte
vouchers which for the first payment was scarcely admisscble at the
2nd and 34 applicatimn and xeigeghen in some instanceé'they fell
short r= 1n theif fdrmer residences vut none have been paid without
producing the origincl oerti?iCﬁte-given by the Staté. In

addition to advertising I applied by letter to the commonding officer
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of every *‘eainent of Militiﬂ in the Stete #nd throurh them to every
Comn~ny to mﬂ{e in-uiry but there are 5ti11 3 who =re unpzid, two
f whom h-ve not ann5rred. their futurerqpplicntions will .
probchly be r-reulsrly mode znd -ccompanied with nroper vouchers.
I transmit. to the *reasury by this conveyence lbstracts of_the
eynients end the Receiptwm, 'he vouchers identifying the persons
arc not btransmitted. If these ere necessary I presume I’shall"
be dircected from that Department to forward themn.

@z jor Sherburne's Jertificnate Trom the Stete specified the sum
of feven pounds ten shillings per month odjudged to him by the
invelid Comuiittee. Conceiving thet suthority hed beén vested
in vour office or in some bo~rd for establishing pensions independent

of renorts of St~te Jommittees #nd attending to the direction in

IS

“vour letter of the 26th Jan'v 1760 th-t the list then trensmitted ves

Mexrctly to govern your peyvments”™ T heve peid to e i. Sherburhe the
sum nemed in your list in preference to thet mentioned in the
Jertificzte. . If the psyments thus madé ere erroneunus the present
peymr ster I presume will be directed to correct it in his future

nayments. -
is my account with the U.S. in respect to the Invelids will
be closed, it wall be most convenient to trasnsfer the payment
of -the three remaining Pensipers to the Comm, of iosns who isthe
present péymaster. i hsv e the_honor to be etec etc;
o tlexender itemilton " March 9, 1792,
I conceive it to be a duty incumbent on me to mentionto you

_thet The 11l state of Health of the Judge of this district hzs

prevented his attendance &t the two lest courts in consequence of
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which two actions brought to that Court on bonds for Impost Duties
heve fciled in their expected issue and + h=ve been induced to put

a third in Suit at the Staete Court of Common ‘“ppeals to avoid iike

conseruence, It is here subject to the delay of am a2ppeal to
the Supreme Court. I £find on incuiry there is but little or no

prospect that the Judge will ever recover $0 rs to attend business.
Being of opinion that the prectice of inserting in bonds given
Tor money ¢ penal sum eéual to double the asmount of the debt was tb
secure all demages that might arise from the delsy of psyment beyvond
the term for which the bond wrs given end that the velue of the use
of ioney ecunl to the legrl interest in the County were»the debt
exists, should be considered = part of such damage, I heve dem ndéd
interest a2t 6% on bond sued but I find it to be the opinion of the
Coufts in this State thet interest should not be recovered on bonds
unless specified in theloﬁligation. Hence the public is subject to
loss »nd I do not conceive the lesw euthorizes the insertion of
interest in bonds to tkke place after the exniration of the term of
credit allowed. vA remedy &ppears necessary in the law or the

practice; 1f in the latter, be pleased to inform me for my future

government. I have the honor to be etc etc.

o alexander nemilton  (Privete) Merch 16, 1792,

. On the 9th 6f June lest I had the honor to Wfité you on the
Subject of my ewoluments es Collector of the Customs for the district
of Portsmouth and transmitted you a Statement of them for one year.
in conformity with your Circulsr direction of the l4th of April.

‘he meny important pdblic matters'whiéﬁ continuelly arrests your

attention I imegine would hardly edmit of your reporting on exery
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subject to which you had extended your intentiomn of producing =a

rerorm. smong those of leest immortsnce to the public is
probably that which is the subject of this letter., On this

consideratinm, it is with difficulty that I can prevail on myself

to address a'private letter to wvou but having conceived that further

delay would betextremely injurious to my interest end that an
application to Congress wess necessary as a grovnd of inqgiry end

having transmitted a petition to be presented in wyhich I hrve refered
to the ahove mentioned Statement of emoluments, T hnve considered it &s
expedient to the purpose of my petition to rencuest your obliging
attention to it and thet you will be pleased on the emoluments end

the duties of the office &s shall eppear on your exsmination to be

‘reruisite in order To obtein & just asllowance. Indeed my principal

relisnce must be on your report s but few members of the Legislature
can 2e competent judges of the vaiue of the Services, | |

I will not presume to remesrk on the mode but only to observe
thet should such compensations £s mzLy mey Be allowed only look
forward to future services, the past time of more than two years}and
an helf will remein uncompensated. |

‘I aintreat you to excuse this epplication end to believe me to to
be with sentiments of respect and esteem,Sir your most obedient etec ete.
To Oliver Woléotﬁ, Comptroller : | April 11, 1792.

I transmit you herewith eccording to vour directions the

affidevits showing the existence of the Invalid fensioners and the
letters of xhm Attorney authorizing others to receive their Fensions.

Conceiving thet the intention of these vouchers were to prove to

the paymezster only the existence of the invalids and the authority
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bf the ittorneys, they were not- transmitted before. The same
idez, when undoubted evidence of the existenée of the lInvalid= end
his intentions'respectiﬁg the povment to Atﬁornéys induced me to
admit vouchers which were defective in. form and erroneous in dates

es it qu found ex tremelv difficult to 1nstruot to 1nt*u t the
Invalids in the right method of preparlng these Vouohers, it being
frecuently-at the Zﬁd or 3rd npplicatibn thét peyment wes made to
them after theif travellingHGO to 100 miles,.many uppliéations beiﬁg
n=de without the original certificstes or Pttornevs Without povers
were rejected. I found it necessary therefore to receive vouohers
not stricly conformable to the Advertizment p01mt1ng out the mode

of =pplication but payment.was in no instance made without the
abpearance of the Originzl vYertificates given by the State exceptf

in the pasyments to Gen. ques Reed which was in uonséouence -ofa
special order of the Secretary.

4s the year for which the pensions were allowed wes wholiy
expired before the date of the affidavits showing the éxisteﬁoe of. the
invelid, the production of affidevits at payment of each molety did
not appear necessary and the payments were often made of the first‘
moiety after the second became payable. | |
Ma jor Sherborun's vertificate from the State spe01fied the sum

of 7. OO/ per month but having been instructed by the Secretary of War

to consider the list transmitted from that Department as the gulde

by‘whioh my veyments were to be governed, the sum of 33 1/3 Dollars per

month was paid to him, being induced to-consider the cebtificate
erroneous rather than the Secretary's list,
the affidavit of Joseph Meck {?) is missing snd must have been

mislaid, his application was personal and the record of his residence
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vies made from the affidevit according to the return transmitted
by me to the Secretary of War the 28th of February lact.

Xuch pains wes taken to direct the pensioners in the right npode

of making application which it i1s presumed will hereafter be regulaxr

at the expiration of each half'year. ' I hope the defects will not

" be considered as an impediemnt to the adjudgment of the accountd.

''hese vouchers have been delayed seversl posts since the receipt
of your letter of the 19th in hopes of finding the one ,issing.

the returns from Mr. Gargner whose paymehts‘were subsecuent to mine

"will prove the existence of the invalid. I am, Sir etc etec.

fo 0liver Wolcott, Comptroller - .Apfil 12, 17¢e2.

B3y this conveyance will be trsnsmitted my ru-rterly accountsd
with the United States as Uollector of the Distiict of Porsmovih
to the 31lst of Msrch snd agreeably to the directions:given ih your
letter of the 25%th of Jupguary I h:ve cherged thereih thebanount of
the Cost of the SCAMIEL. -

conceiving that there must have been an error in directing a
commission of one per cent to be charged in the expences arising under
the last méntioned agéncy, the commission is omitted in the account,‘
trensmitted but if this is the rate of comuission fixed ﬁpon, it will
bé charged ih the next cuarterly accounts, ~f AI beg leave however to
observe that in bransacting business of this kind,expences will occur
whivh ere not chargeable to the object and this actually took place
in the Present case to an amount equal to the commission of 1% on the
cost of this.Vessel.

4 commission of 5% would be éoarcely ééual to the Service of a

treanscction of this Nature independent of,Aand unconnected with my
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office as Collector of the Revenue and exclusive of the future
direction ofAthe Cutter but as connected with my office I shall
cheerfuilly execute this or any other egency that'shall be délegéted
to me thet mey tend to the general benefit either with or vithout
compensation nor will any rewérd be so satisfactory to me ns that
of finding every traﬁsaction under my direction eiecuted with

propriety end in fonformity with the laws, - Trusting thet it is

not intended that Services performed shall pass without any enuitable -

commensation either spplied to the respective object separately or
o the whole collectively. |

I beg that you will be pleased to excuse this deviation from
officlal communication though I conceive observations of this kind
wil® not be thought by you altogether improper as relief mey be
expeotea through those at and necr the heads od depertments. I

h=ve the honour to be etc etec.

+o Alexznder Hemilton April 18, 1792,
I heve to inform you of a Seizure that hes teken place in this
District of a smsll amount of coffee unl=ded contrary to Lsw from

the Sch. ADVANTURE, Edward Tredick, Mester, from St. artins., “the

discovery was masde by the officers of the SCAMMEL then leuing in the-

harbour about .one mile within the lighthouse,’who observed a boat Ro

elongside of the ADVENTURE when a milevwithout the harbour }‘ *he

boet wzs Tollowed on her return by the Master of the Cutter who took

possession of three small.bags of coffee which had been lended from her.

Yhe coffee on incuiry appears to have belonged to one of the

secmen, wWas not in the manifest end is said to have been taken out

of the Vessel without the knowledge of the master and mate. I have ete.
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» .
o ‘zb”\afw@u f:’wwﬂvw June %0, 1792.
I received by the vost lcst evening your letter of the 21st
instant. Soon after the recéipt ofbthe letter of the 4th of
Februsry lest, I wrote you under the dnte of the 20th of thet month
end transmitted the neme of Benjomin Gunnison as a Suifable person |
in my opinion for first mate of the SCAMMEL. At the some time,
conceiving that a fuller knowledge then I was possessed of of the
ch"fcoter of Mr. Gunnison could bg had from Mr. Lsngdon theﬁ
attending in Jongress, in whose employ Mr. G. had sailed os master of
e vessel, I took the liberty to refer you to that Gentleman. - I wrote
hi~ by the same vrost and understood that Mr, Gunnison would be appointed.
I now beg lesve to renew my nomination of Mr. Gunnison as a

suitable person for abmate of the cutter, ‘

.Peying due regerd to your remaréithatv"too much weight ought
not to be.given to thecircumstance of the right of officefé,to
succeed (?) as vacancies occur" I then nemed Mr. Gunnison for first
mete to which I was induced es well from thé consideration of his
hevirg been some yesrs mester of a vessel'and abquainted vith bﬁsiness
es vhe circumstances of his otherwise coming in a2s third mete
under two young men of much less experience and which Would?not hsve
svited him but the third m=te having hov~resigned his commission end the
coﬁduct of Mir. A. {(the sécond m-te) since he hes been 2lo0ne as Mafe on
duty afforé&ng me no ground to doubt of his ébilities for.exeouting’
With‘propriety the office of first mate, I .would now recommend him
(John ‘desmsj to be sdvanced to that Station snd Mr, Gunnison to be
apnointed Zecond HMate snd which will be acceptable %o Mr. &, #ltho
the third mates plece would not.

i inclose herewith Mr. Lobart the third mntes commission. T heave:
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been in seesrch of =a person to fill the Station ond will forward the
neme immediately in succeeding.

I hevenbeen unwilling to adopt the alternative p%qpsed on the
farmer vacsney of applying for an officer out of the distriot, '
apprehending that 1t would produce disdontent in the officers now
on board and beiﬁg apprehensive also that the same difficulty would
cttend the procﬁring of fit persons in Boston as those mosf suitable’
are sought after for Merchants Service as well as here. 7,

however, none should offer here in a short time, .I will vrite the

Collector of Boston as before directed. I am Sir , etec ete..

‘'o  YLench (?) Cox, Sup. Revenue, Phil. July 16,1792,
Hoving been informed by the Secretary of the Treasury that
he %ed cominitted the General Superihtendency of the Lighthouse
establishment to you, and thet any future correspondence reletive
to those estﬁbli hments is to be with you, I now enclose you an
account of the Lighthouse in. this Stete for its support for the
cusrbter year ending the 30%h dsy of June pést end I 2lso enclose
ydu-a cohtract with Titus Selter for the support and attendance
of szid Llﬁhthouse for the hslf year comven01ng the 1st of Julv.
mnstant for the purpose of obtaining the approbutlon of the
dent of the United States thereof. B hqve made this Contract
&s thowe heretofore for_a short term on account of some impfovements
which I conceive to be neceséary.on the Lighthouse, its present -
construction beihg deficient in seversal respects in Qnswering the
best for wnich 1t was intended.~ I em, Sir'very”reppgctfully vour .

most obedient servant
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o lench Coxe, Commissioner of Hevenue Oct. 4, 1792,
L hed the honor %o r eceive in due course your letter of the
20th ruzust signifying the Proc sident's epproboation of Litus Salters

contreect for keeping the lighthouse which I deferred answering t111

the exovlration of the cuerter ending the oO vh of Jept., Ulto., should

enagble me to transmit my cusrterly accounts of the 1ighth0use
expenditures to that period of which I now enolose YOUe |

My reason for adopting the troublesome mode of forming the
contracts for such short terms is thet I am endeavouring to inform
myself of the best oonSuructed lswps or other enperntuu for making

a better 1light than the present ests bl¢“hment eyhlbit as in case such

improvements should be adopted, m-terial alterations would nrobably

take place in the verms of supporting it. Intended improvements

in the attendesnce hath from Time to time occasioned the

jge)

1s

o)

expiration of those contrzcts before new ones were made,

‘When the lighthouse was first comnitted to my care, on incuiry I
found thet common fish o0il mede of the vearieties of fish czught on
this cozst, being the cheapest and easiest procured hzd been used in it,
end that hake oll was esteemed the freest from impure matter, less

glutinous and yielding less smoke than any other. *he consideration

-of hating the of a better light or the arguments founded on the~

probable beneflto thereof induced several flshlng nasters to promlce
me to seve this kind of oil spparete from‘that of other flsh and
sunply thereﬁith the person who héd undertaken the sttendance snd
supoly of the 1ighthouse{ ' having laid this foundation for a supply
of Heke oil, I confined the use of it, with a conditionsl alteration

for the use of Spermacite oil in the first contracts but whether the

oll of the hake for this supply h~s been kept sepérate from mixture

wlth
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with other oil hes depended on the fidelity of the fishermen. I
doubt whether their engagements have been strictly cdhered to and
of course.a feir tryal of this kind of oil Which wes my object
cannot be depended .om. o

xakiﬁg it my'constant practice to encuire of masters of vessels,
the ﬂppeqrance of the light, I have had many compleints of the
dimness of it though less frequently thdn formerly. ‘hose that
are truly foundeé, I impute to the cuality of the oil, the small
cuantity éonsumed, end the construction of the lamp of‘rether vessel
dontaining it. . And 1t cennot be expected that the con°umptlon of
one gallon of fish o0il will yield a light ecusl to that of three
gellons in the seme term of time which is the dlLference beudeen

Lhe nghtnouse here and others in the vicinity.

the construction of the Vessel conteining the 0il when burnihg
will not admit of the use of spermacite or other free buraing oil
without a riscue of bumming the Lighthouse as experience hath shown
end of which information waes given in my letter to the uecretarj

of the ‘ireasury of the and‘I am of opinion that it can
never be considered es e very useful Lighthouse till the use of
Spvermacite oil and the proper lamps 1is adopted.

| Lthere may be some defiqienoies in the éttendance by means of the
distance of theﬂLighthouee from the‘dwelling of the attendant (which
is 300 to 400 yards) snd there is no'house near it for his

eccommodation; thoee Tormerly in the fort being’destroyed. I
conceive that it would be s useful iﬁprovement of the establishment
if ¢ small house wes erected in the fort, which might be done for
aDOut 100 Dollars expence whe“e the keeper of the lighthouse might

reside and be convenlently sit@@tea for giving attention to it in

the night.
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It is evident that improvements are necessary in several

respects énd it is probable that such information is chllected
at the freasury of the most approved constructed Lighthouses in the:
United Statew which will enable the directioh of any alterations
thet may be thought proper on the Lighﬁhouse in New nampshire;
Tb Mexsnder Hamilton, Sec. of dreas. Oct. 17, 1792.

Confprmably.to the order of the Senaﬁe of the United Stetes
pessed the 7th of May loast end with your directions dsted the Blst

of sugust, I have the honor. to transmit to you herewith a Statement

of my emoluments for one year ending the 1lst of October instant end

clso trhose of the several officers who have been arpointed by me,

1t is with much reluctence thst I em led on this occasion to renew

& subject which must be uninteresting whethér viewed in &n official
lisht or otherwise. It is respecting my emolumenvs es Collector of
Por tsmcuth, Yhe favourable opinion which I h#d enterteined of the‘
spproaching happiness of my country and the'pecmliar satisfaction
with which I anticipated the effeéts of the Federal government

(end which has been amply verified in the administration of the
depariment ﬁnder which I act) induced me not only to accept but to
seek an occasion of contributing in some degree towards the execﬁtion
of it. This ultimately threw me into the'officé vhich I now

hold anéd aithough the emoiuments was not the first object, I
entertained en Idea thét they would in due time end when it should

be known.how to form an opinion of the value of the Services be
edvenced to an ecuitable compensation. At the last session of
Songress aﬂ eddition wes mede to my emoluments of 100 dollars per

yeer and % commission. t'his scarcely begins to operate, vhen .

it Joe
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if does fdlly, it will yield several hundred dollsrs short of a
rersonable rewsrd for the Services ond there willbe no kind of
consideration for the deficiences in the three post yes g, the emolument:
of which were, for the first 225.92, the second 295,08 znd the third
546,55, -
An unwillingness to relinéuish an office that I am not averse to
hath induced me again to mention this matter to you r~nd to recquest
that yvou will be pleased to inform me wlether there is & possibility

of such augmentation béing made as will ensble me independently of

other resources, to continue in the execution of 1t snd whether any

further applicatvion on my psrt would be necessary to th~t end.

f—dq

T the returns now made have any relztion to that object the noticing
of the emoluments for the two first years is not, [ apprehend, improper, |

especinlly if compensations or grants for deficiencies are admiséable.,

I think it camnot be conceived that the Services inoident»fo ny
several functions ss Agent‘for the Cutter, superintendent of the
Lighthouse end Collector cen be executed for less or be worth less
than one thousand dollars het per year, the two former give nothing

but are attended with considerable care. I em etc etec.

Report of the fire at the Lighthouse. _':Oét;_l,}1792. .
- (being théﬂfirg previously referred to) | o S |
On fhe ceSsion‘of the New nampshire - Lighthouse to the United »
: Stétes, the seme ménagement wes continued as.when ﬁnder the
jurisdiction of the State. It was found b& observation and
incﬁiry that the light wes not so good as in other 1ighthouses-in"
this vicinity. 't'his defeét was imputed to the use of fish oil,

therefore a cuvantity of Spermacite 0il wes procured with an intentinon
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of improving the light by the use of it. - On tryal the first

night the oil took fire, wnd the Lighthouse was in great denger of

burning. the vessel containing the oil is an open copper pen sbout
20 inches wide and 4 or 5 inches deep,. this 1is suspended to.a

proper hight in the lantern, thé vilcks are rested on a plate or sfrip

of Iron laying across the pan and sunk in the oil'to the level |
with the surface of 1it. ‘hese being lighted as usual to the

emount of 7 wicks on the suspendiné plate or strib of iron, it is
supposed so effectually neat the irons and consequently the whole
cuvantity of oil exposed on a surface of 400 scuare inches end 2 inches
only deep thet the oil being of & cuality free to burn csught fire which
the ordiﬂary 0il heretofore in use would not. Hence it was necessary
to ley aside the free burning oil end resume the use of that before
employed till such new construction of lamps or other eruipmenk
improvements should be adopted as woyld admit of the use of the best

0il with safety.

To 2 S : Nov._So; 1792,

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
lst.instant acéompanying Commissions for John Adams eas first matev
and Benjamin Gunnison as second mate of the fevenue Cutter SCAMMEL..

I beg leave to nominate Samuel Odiorne for the third mate of the said

cutter. This person who is just rcturned from abroad wes
recomnended to me some time since. His character is good and the
most acceptable thet hes been proposed. His being absent prevented.

my %troubling you with his name til it should be kmown that he would

accept the appointment.
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1To Yench Coxe, Compiroller Jan. 30, 1793.
Ih In addition to the drsughts transmitted and mentioned in my
letter derted the 20th instant, I have now iﬁclosed”herewith e draught
of Piscafaoua,ﬂarhour and adjaoient Seg Coest copied. from Barnsley's
cherts, the principal purpose of which is to show the bearings of the
Lighthouse_frOm “ea cnd in what degree its proposed elevation would
incrcase its visibility a3 Yo 1ts extent on the Sea Coest. This
draught tho not eccirate will show also'the Situation of several rocks
to which the afficing of buoys ere recommended. -

L inclose also the Copy of a draught of the harbour on a lerge
Scale end which having been mzde from surveys casn be depended on for
its accuracy. 1o these pspers, 1 have added & small Map-of the
Stete of New lismpshire, =n improvement on Holland's (?) Map which
ﬁhquh not perfect.on the Northern frontier is well done on the'Sea
' Cosst end the vouthern end ‘estern boundaries.

In fhe return letely made in enswer to your»ciroular cueries, I
confined myself principally to those queries but 1 will tzke the
liberty now to remark that the Ground ceded to the United Ststes with
the LighthOuée includes a fortification which had been surported es
such upwards of 100 yearé end fhe eétablishment wos considered as
usefull #nd necessary. Till the *evolution a considerable
military'force was suppdrted here in time of War end it was suppvosed
to be capable Wéﬁh the assistence of a Small Fort on an eievated,spot
of ground onzthe‘oposite shore in Kittefy to resist any Sec Eorce
that wes appehended might attack it. Thé peéce establishment wes
:-Captain épd 10 men whose 3Service was to keéb the Fort in-repair,
teking care of the Guns and military Stores and-give assistance to
the Revenue department. It was an unfeiling practice and in

complinnce with the law for all Vessels to answer at this fort in
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péssing. I do not know that & military establishment wrould be
reliched at this time by people in the State or whether it would be
thought proper by goverﬁment, but if is amfYyxtheupght o pity thet the'
Fort should fall vholly to decay, if it be thdught proper ever to
resrme the use of it |
I conceive thﬁt both the Lighthouse establishment and tﬁe

fevenue would be benefited by placing en officer at this Port who
mizht hnve the chorge of the Lighthouse, be an Inspector of‘Surveﬁor-
of the Customs c¢nd have under him = Suitable number of hande to men
e vout{which number misht be 4 or 6). these misht be druvwn from
the lnvalid pensioners (Now at Half pay) if such could be found who
zre carable which I think not imnrobable, the employ.of vwhom should.
be to =titend the Lighthouse, Visit vessels and keep the ¥ortificetion
in erair. |

Siould it be thought proper to adopt an improvement of the kind now
proposed, I would take_the liberty to recommend for the officevtO’be

srnointed Mr. McFarlend who T:am informed was a bfave a&nd deserving
officer in the Army and from the Jharscter thet L have had of him,

I think he Woula be an Active and vigilent officer end such an one I
concieve wbuld be recuisite in thet Station for though I have the
setisfaction to know there. are but few in this Port who are dispOsed
to departﬁfrom an honest compliance with the “‘evenue Laws, vet I am
sensible there wre some who wish a disconnection between the Light-
house (situated as it is, dveﬁ&ooking every‘ﬁovement in the harbour)
from the Custom lHouse, which would admit of more convenient
opnortunities for the practice of fraud. |

1 have considered myself =s not cuthorizeé to meke any alterations

in the Construction of the Lontherns of the Lighthouse or of‘the lamps

without direction but I would, now . Tecuest permissien to adopt for trizs!
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tﬁe kind of l-mps mcde use of in some other Lighthouses, the expemce
of which will not bw considersble ~nd if cucoessfull the same may be
removed to such nghthouses as muy be hercafter built. _ huving
neard that the nghthouse at Nantuoket wes 1llimined equal or
prererable to any as to the construction of lamps, I h zve sent for

& descriptiﬂn ofr them which I would wish to edopt or such other as

you may have reason tvo offer. I em, S5ir, etec etc,

To Tench Ccoxe . Feb, 4, 1793.
In recomsending & gentleman in my letter to vou of the Z0th
uktino, the christion name was mistaken which I beg leave now to

correct., The person intended is Major Moses Mc¥arlend, who I am

0

inf'ormed is now in Philsdelphiz. T em , Sii, etc ete.,

zlex~nder Hamilton April 13, 1793.

I have to ddvise you of a Sm-=11 Seizure in this district of
one bag cocoa sﬁd Tour Bags of Coffee, the particulars of which are
as follows:«-' The Brige ntine RISING SUN‘arrived on Saturday the
30th ultimo from the Wast Indies . n the nighﬁ following‘an '
olilcer of the Cutter SCAMMEL laying not fax from the Brig, discovered
Deople on board the latter who appeared with Silence~to be delivering
goods over “the Slde of the Vessel into & boat. On the approach of
the offlcer the boat put off with two men in her. | Thé boat was
Q followed by the officer and'having put on shofe wes found with the

zbove mentioned Coffee aﬁd Cocoa in her, which was accordingly seized
i togetner with the boszb. |
The Monifest of the Brig has been tran mitted to the Custom House

i the day of her arrival. On Mondéy the master entered his Vessel

\
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'nd his Yorgo consisting of B2lt® and other West JIndis products.
He nlso nroduced & memorandum ol sundry bags and harrels of Coffee

Cocor end suger thot hed not been inserted in the Msnifest previously

' delivered,'beinw adventures of the Sesmen snd which he informed me

the people had axknowledged~to be on board.qn his exemination of fhem.
After seizure of the bost , these goods.were accordingly found on
board after‘thc delivery of the rest of the Cargo and are oflthe vaiﬁe
of more than 200 dollars, |

AS fhe distrigt Judge is wholly unable fo tfansact business, no
libel ccn be proseouﬁed on this Selzure or on the penslties to which
the transesctionix is subject.

I recuest to be favoured with your instructions on this matter

coﬁsidering the circumsience of defect in the Judiciary Devartment.

I hev e the honor 1o be etc etec.

" To Tench Coxe Mav 22, 1793.

Perceiving by your letter of the 15th ultimo theﬁ a final report
on your directions respecting the Lighthouse dated_the 50th 6f Maréh
is not recuired untill the 1st of Dec. next, I presumé T shell be
enabled to procure before that period with some degree of acburacy
informetiom of the Value of the_building'contemplated and the cost
or value of such buoys as may appear necessary. A

In my enculries which relate to the 10th and 13th cueries of your
letter above refered to, it would be of great vaiue to me to be
possessed of some information which has been collected at the ‘‘reasury

on those articles. To this end, I will take the liberty at this

time =nd hereafter, if it shall eppear necessary, to recuest infarmation|

of you relating to such parts of the business as you nay find

tonvenient
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convenient to communicate.

A utone Lighthouse 1is the kind thought most proper by evérj one
intereSued in the establishment. the rolatlve dimentions of. such
e building wéudd be necessary to be‘known in order to the obisining from
any persons QluPOSed to contract, the terms on which they would
underuake 1t and to facilitate sn estimation of the cuantity to Stome
end Lime recuisite and s knowleage of the amount.of labour would be
usefull in the forming of judgement wheﬁher the terms propbsed_were
reasonevle or not.

In & draughf transmitted to you some time since, the diameter of
= bullding 78 feet in heicht is stated at 26 feet at the base end the
Athickness of VWell at 7 feet and 2;, this thickness of wall at botton
ves given because it was conceived necessery thet one of the walls
should be perpendioular,'of nearly so, in order to give strengfh to the
building. ~InAcommunioat®ng this plen to.a masoﬁ, I was informed that
this precsution was unnecessary end that the inner as well as the outer
well rnight be drawn in as it is advaﬁced in height with Safety to the
building. As we have but few or no workmen hexre who heve either
theoritic or practical knowledge in Stone work 6f this h&ture,'I
cannot be informed or venture to decide whethér a pequndicular‘or en
oblicue wall whould in this csse be prefered, or whether the létter
would be édmissable on architectual prineiplés. If it Would a wall
3 or 4 feet &t Bo&tomwand 2 feet at top might be substantial enough
end would be a great saving of stone from thevdraught exhibitted.

The informatidn that I now stand in need of is- supposing the
height of the builddng to be 78 feet; what diameter end what thickness
of wall at top end bottom would be necessary, what cuantity of Lime

would be requisite, what number of deys labour would be employed in

TS SO aa S - A Mt M SR L

T

™ sy

L

TS e

A LS R A e L




__i_____‘ ;

el

91 , Joseph Whipple.
erecting. d
the lamps are just received and opened. Several oOf the -
spouts of fhe neceivers (?) are broken off but can easily be replaceé.
Tryal of them will-be mede immediately. |
In order to be forming a new contract for thé attendsnce of the
Lighthousefhe present one expiring the 30th Qf June nextm it will
be necessary to know the cost of 0il intended for its use, if it is
to be included in the Contract as heretofore but I conoeive it Wouid
be.best to have the oil out of the next Contract es it will be
difficult to estimate what quantity will be requisite for them lamﬁs_
end the Spermacite consumes much fester than Liver oil. .I sm ete ete.
To 4Llexender “amilton. May 22, 1793.
I enclose you the copy of the journal of th: *evenue Cutter
SC MEL for thr month of April lest.
vapt. Yeaton informs me he hes sustained oonsiderable loss in
furnisning provisions for the Suttsr at 12 cents per ”ation for
several quafters past and recuests an wwgmentation of the stipend if
he cbntinues the supply and desires also the deficiences of past
cuarters since his contract expired may be medé up. His‘
application on the subject I now enclose. iis proposal of one

shilling or 16 2/3 cents per ration considering the advanced price

of privisions I do not think beyond its value. I am, Sir, ete etc. .

To BRenjamin Lincoln, Collector at Boston Mey 27, 1793.

I have this evening received per post directions from the
Somnissioner of the fevenue to apply to you for a quantity of
wintef strained or pressed Spermacite.Oil,-which is limibtted to i200‘

gallons for the use of the Lighthouse on the Island of New Castle,

1 recudiiS% Lt vou will pl
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I recuest thet you will please to order about 800 gellon to
be shiped immediately by Huntress and Morrill who & re now in Poston.
I wish not to exceed thet.amount as it will be sufficient for |
consuming over the hot months snd we have not in readiness suitable
vessels for securing it from Leakage..

You will be pleased to reouest the Contractor for furnishing the
oll to vay particular attention to the Casks that they =2re well
drone (?) end perfectly tight end that the 011 is the best Winter
streined Spermacite. I am the more perticular on this head As I
| n=ve known oil put up'in>Boston for thst quality vimich became so
dense in the Winter that 3 parts of 4 could not be pouréd out of =
berrel with the head out and it is of mmportmnce that it should be
of ?he best cualit: especislly thet which comes‘ihto use in the
Yinter Season in this Climate. Be pleased also to direct the
coaster who receives the bil to shake (?) it into the hold of his

Vessel irmediately after it comes along side to prevent the effect

-y

of the sun on.it. 1l sm Sir, etc etc.
‘Yo ‘i'ench Coxe, Comptroller ‘ ‘ v July 8, 1793,

1 enclose you my account'for the Support of the Lighthouse in
this State to the 30th of June which terminstes Titus Salter contract.
Agreeably tofyour direotioﬁs 1 am making try;l of the lanps
wvhich you sent me. I am aliso adopiting tue iuprovement of Ventilatoré
‘and air pipes but not to the full~number mentioned By you, concelving

‘it best to discover by a gradusl introduction of the means for
adrnitting the air and dischérging the Smoke the number of Ventilators

that shell be best adapted to the size of the Lanthern. I have

caused to be 2 ventilators on the dome, 2 air p&pes are introduced
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in the sides below the lamps #nd one in fhe floor near the center.
I shéll rmake an addition to the number of ventilators and inform
you the result of this improvement when further expereince shall
authorize & decision on their merits. |
I enclose you according to your directions the copy'of my»' |
letter to the Collector of Bostoﬁ desiring a cuantity of Sperﬁacite
0il. L have received 5 teirces as minuted at the foot of thisg
copy (299 gallons was recéived) |
The value of a salary for the keeper of the Lighéhduse must
depend on the manner of attendance end the accommodstions for his
"residence, The late contractor was allowed 180 (18629 dollars
per yeer for the Service of attendance only but lititle or no
attendénce wes or could be givén it in the night, the house of the
keepef being so far from the lighthouse and being without eﬁ
assistant, which he ought to have. I am of opinion that the
.Salary for a Sulitable person accomodated with a house by thé public
and providing himself with an assistant (which he ought to”have)
should be 300 dollars per yeser.
In the place of the late keener,. I have employed as a téﬁporary

attendant one Devid Duncan, a wounded pensioner of the United States,

vho is unable to perform hard labour. I have agreed to give him‘
15 dollars per month for a short tryal. I shall continue him as
his fidelity desexrves, He is to take sheiter in a small barracks

remeining in tle Fort which will serve him for a summer residence,

I am, Sir etc ete.

o Tench Coxe, Commissioner | - Dec. 1, 1793,
in confdrmity with your directions %o make on thisdday my final

communication on the subject of a new Lighthouse and other metters
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for the security ani safe passing of the Navigation in this Vicinity
contemplated in the petition of the merchents of Pbrtsmouth, I now
transmit snswers to fhe cueries received from you under dete 6f the
30th of iarch last with my remarks.

1, There are two situations on which a new Lighthouse might be placed
which afe esteemed preferable to the present Site, one bf which in
only twice the diameter of the LighthouSe from its present stahd.and
the other'lOO.yards‘southerly toward the sea on the point called
“olock Rock. |

2. ‘the edvaentege of the first of these over the site of the present

saﬁer to strengers entering the harbour in the night but the deep
ter is so near the present Light that no accident has ever occured
on this account. However in cose of erecting a new Lighthouse

the conveniency for building on either spot would be ecual, end the

¢}
o
kb
¢t
'y

us 12 014 one would be reteined while the new one is ﬁuildiﬁg.
O0f course the site nesrest the channel of theée two.ought to be
nreferred in a line with the present.Light from the outer channel

{ 2néd 100 yerds'neﬂrer the seé) vessels running for it might coﬁe
nearer the Light with safety before they should alter their course
lto avoid rocks by whiehlﬁessels in the night, especially strangeis,
would more effectuslly avoid the point proposed for this Site for
which reason‘préfe;ence‘ié given to it by several pefsons of good
judgment who heve viewed 14. " But thevadvanced position of the
Tirst proposed toWard the chennel would in a gread dégree remove
the danger suggested &nd render the reasons for prefering the last
escribed place‘of much less importance. f 1the objections to the

cituztion on Polocl Rock are these;- its distance from the fort

Walls =nd being at full sea surrounded with water will render, the
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| access to it movre difficult ~nd an expensive causewsy necessary.,

?d th~t in case of the old fortress being hereafter occupied os such,
! this site will be in » direct line with the most important point for
the defence of thé harbour Whereby the Lighthouse would on every
f occesion of firing from the'ﬂort to an object without the hsrbour
56 exposed to great danger. *oking every circumstsnce into ¥iew,
I cm of opinion that the first described Situation ought to be
é preferred. | | 4
3d. ‘I'he height of ground at the two described plecés are the same
! with the foundation of‘the preseht Lighthouse, viz, 5 feet above high
! VIsTer. |
there is no situation of higher ground that can ¢s2lim a preference
to those mentioned in the judgement of 211 who have viewed‘them.
4%h. the ground for the site of a Lighthouse’in each is é fifm
343 Rogkor ledge. |
5. 2~ stone lighthouse i.s the most desirable oh account of its
durab%lity es well as its safety agamnst‘firé.
‘ ' 6. -gg;;ggs in a considerable cuantity is near ot hand composing the
walls of the old fort. 'ihey are not of so good a form for the |
! purpose as those procured in Durhem on this River Whénce the
tfansportation by water is 12 miles performed in one.tide and by
land from the waters edge from 5 iods to 300, the cost of stone
from Durh;m for uses in thié town is.8 to 10 dollars fof a craft
of 12 tons;' In a'contract for the whole quantity~révuired for a
Lighthouse they might be purchesed for 15% less.

In erecting the Walls of the Fort much labour was expended =znd

should there be a prospect of e future use of this spot for a

Fortification grest exmence would be soved by preservine the Walls;

much more than the purchese nnd transnortation of 211 the Stome from
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Durhem for r-ne'w Lishthoure.

7. 'i‘he lznding is safe at i1 times ezcept when the wind is‘high and
from the se=s, . ’ |
8. ‘I'he grounds around (though rocky) ere tilleble cnd suitable for
kitihen végetebles and grasé snd probably for grain aﬁd Fruit, ifs
exposure to the Cold Sea Air renders the 1zst article the most

doubtfull

9, It is found by the best observations th-t could be mzde thet a

e

antern eleveted 78 feet’( or 83 feet from high water) would show a

light «t ses over Friars lslend which would increase visibility one

V]

third of its nresent extent on the Sez Coast. Iherefore a

Lizhthouse of this height, of the diameter of 26 feet at the base end -
13 st po with a lentern sccording to the improvements known to he the
best in the United States is desired, |
10, i have received the estimzte of thé Nevr Lighthouée to ‘be built of
Stone 78 feet high to the floor of the lantern, 26 feet diameter
&t the baée, 7 foot wall, and 13 feet diemeter at the fop znd 2 foot
w~1ll. One of these is from = mason who hes been empléyed on shore
work in laying cedder walls only, his estimzte is Dallars but he
would not undertake.thelwork. ‘he other is from}a person who hus
been in The business of supplying stone from Durham. His estimate
is Dollers but he wouvld not undertake on these terms without
consulting worﬁﬁen who have actually been'employed in erecting such
@ building which he hrs had no opportunity of doing, nor crn eny
emount of the cost be procﬁred by me from any neighboring lighthouse,
It is my opinion that both these estimstes are erroneous, then 

Tirst greatly short of vhat should be the value and. the latter

exceeding it in & greater degree. According to my ovn estimate
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I conceive the building includins the lonthorn misght be commleted

for about 4000 to 4800 dollnrs. It would I conceive be necessary’

-
-
.
o
;.
.
L)
x
o>

é‘ .

on buildinz a new lighthouse of stone to procure workmen from those

St~tes hwere building in stone h~s been in practice, wherefore. the

contract fof the materials should be separated from the workmenship.
T hove olso the estimate of o wood lighthouse of the seme dimentionr?

with #n offer to contrzct for the building to be comblerted by the

lest dey of fugust next in the best manner with a frome according to

the nlan strensmitted herewith to be covered with boerds snd shingles

GRETIRE .5 2 Lk U AR MR

and 2 co=ts of peint. Lhe person who exhibite this drrught is &n

ingendous end caveble carpenter =nd will comvleat the work for

e

PRSI E Sorelly
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1500 dollzrs by the time ebove mentioned if he shell by an early

™~

BRI

decision on tie metter ﬁﬁve opvortunity to commence the prebaratofy %.
work by the 1lst doy of Feby. next. | ;

I beg lecve to add my opinion in this place, th-t unless grecter ;
krowlecge can be had on the subject of Stone ﬁork than appears to be %
avitoinable in this vicinity, & wood Lighthouse would be most ?
2dvisable. It avnpears that & wood lighthouse (exclusive of ;
lantern) woul® be compleated for 1500 Dollars. If we suppose a g
Stone one would éost 3000 dollars, the interest at 4% on the.difference é%
would be 60 Dollars per year, ¢ sum ﬁhiéh would preserve a wood §

building by giving it 2 coats of vaint every 8 years besides other

3
occasionzal r;pairs and insuring it agéinst fire for 100 years &nd %
ieaving o éum at th»?t periud'suffiCient to build a new House. Fut %
I hesve good reason to think that a wood lighthouse situated as that in %
this Stete is, surrounded with water, ths exhalations from which =re .E
o) highly cherged with salt would not be suﬁject to decay. 1t is 'g

: :
observable in the present building thet there is not the least %
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appecrance of decay in the wood work within or without altho 1t has
stood upwards of 20 years end has not recelved such repeated coats
of paint &s would have been best for its preservation, whence I am
1ea to think a Woéd building in that situation well Tinished at first
cnd secured against the weather by proper repairs would last 200 (?)
yesrs or upwaerd. |

11. The intsrcourse between the Custom Houses and navigators renders
a connedgon between the Tormer and Lighthouses generslly proper.
Tre situation‘of our Lighthouse in so particuler a menner facilitétes
~the security of the Revenue, that I cannot but think it expedient to

heve the keeper of it an oxllcer of the Customs &nd the Separation

U]

of the Superindency from the vollectorship can no otherwise be accounted

for than a2 wish in the suggester to avoid thet imputation on

J

Navigation which the convenient situation of the Lighthouse affords.

12, A number of buoys and Beacons are desired end considered as
nLecesssry. Those which avpezr to clain tﬁe most émmédiate attentinn
and from whoch the grestest benefits may be expected aré as followsf
1.2 Zeacon or Tower on boon Islend esst from the Lighthouse
distent about 7 leagues/: This shoﬁld be of stone and whitewashed
oncé a Voar; . Stone is on the spot in gregt plentj, the dimentions
thought best ig about 30 feet in neight and 16 feet ot tne buse wvailch .
Awoulu admit of a cavity that would give shelter to such persons &s may
, p
" be cast on the island. Instances have occgred in which such an
establishment would have seved the lives or mariners and relieved the
distress of msny personé. The cost would}be about 150 Dollars.
' 2. A Be=zcon on Sunken “ocks,a ledge bere at low tides, situéte
in the river.E miles above the lighthouse. This might be a pier

of 12 squeare feet cased with wood, the cost of which would be 100 dollar:
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Some doubt of n pier of wood would resist the rspidity of the tide.
Should this opinion preveil, a buoy might answer and be affixed for
40 doliars although 1% would not serve the purpose sd well =s the
Beacon or ?ier. |
3. &L buoy on Kitts Rock. Lhis rock is without the hefbour

distance from the Lighthouse 1 1/4 miles and near the ship channel.
This bugg might be constructed with pine timber or with cocoper's work
end effixed with an enchor with one fluke or a large stone; if by an
enchor the cost would be 150 dollers, of by 2 stone about 75 dollérs.

4. - buoy on Cod Hock within the h-rbor” about hélf e mile from
the Lighthouse, a nuns buoy mey be affixed here for 30 Dollars with é
stone. |

5. A smell beagon on Pumpkins Islend oposite'the “own of

Portsmouth would guard vessels from grounding on that Shoal, the island

appears at about one third ebb. i‘his might be erected for 20 dollars!

I am Sir ete ete.

T'o Tench Coxe _ | ' A . Deoc, 25,‘1793.

1 eﬁclose you herewith a statement of thé‘expenditures~on account
of the Supp ort of the Lighthouse at “ew Uastlé and the atteﬁdance
repeirs and improvements in the cuarter ending the 30th of Sept. last,
the transmission whereof hes been delayed for several accqunts of
persons living at & distance and which have just bee received.

isgreeably to your direction, I csused 8 dormant ventilators
to be cubt out on the roof, also several pipes for the admission of.the
air in the sides below the lamps cnd ohe in the.boftom nerr the center..

These immrovements together with the use of Spermacite 0il in the

New L-mps zre found to make a material alteration in the appeerance of

Y

T e T R T R T R T i P TR e Oy




100
Joseph YWhipple.,
the light, it being visible at a much greater distence than was known
before. | | |

The size of the Lantern will admit only of 3 of the lamps which
were Torwerded by you. Aothough theyaadmit of the use ofASperﬁacite
oil which the former substitute *ould not, yet they fall short of the
benefits experienced in construction of the lamps in the Nentucket
Lighthouse, those at nantucket recuiring little or no atteﬁ&ance
efter fixing and lighting.qt sun set, whereas these fequire constant
attendsnoé. 'he attendant almost lives in the Lentern in the
nignt. For a shelter for him, I have Titted up é barraok near the

Lighthouse which is however but a miserable accommodetion but without

it he could not give proper attendance, - I sm, Sir etc etec,
Yo Tencn Coxe, ‘ ~Jan, 20, 1794,

I wes favoured by the last post with your letﬁer of the 4th
Instant.. the lamps in wentucket Lighthouse 9 4 in number)
are of the form and size of & cuarter circle whose whole diameter.
is 21 inches, their depth is 4i inches, having oﬁ the ecircular
part of each lamp~3 6pen orxhalf round spouts projecting from the
upper edge 2% inches; these rest on a Circular'Sheét of Coppef,
24 inohes‘diaméter, suspended by an irbn shank. This sheet is so
construdtéd as tg'serve the purpose of a redeiver of the drippings
'frém the Lamps.' ._ It will I.conceive readily occur that the heet
of the liéhted wick, laying loose on an open spout.and near the
body'of the o0il will attract it more readily and admit the paséage
more Ireely thén mhen the wick 1s confined in a ciroular spout which
the o0il hss to pass through 6 or 8 inches before it réaches the fire.

I did conceive that a minute description of every Lighthouse

S A ‘ ~
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end the apparatus attached to them had been transmitted in

.
v
>

conformity to circular directions or I should have been perticular

on this one as I have a great opinion of its prefersble merits,

Mr Piley (?) Coffin, I em informed is the author of the

improvement who has obliged me with what informetion I have on the
sub ject. »I hev e understood that the uentléman was elected member
! of one of the houses of longress for Massadhusetts. If so he
I _ may probably be now at the Seat of Government, to whom I would

therefore refer you for & hetter descriptionthan L can gave.

o +ench Coxe : derch 1%, 1794.
iour leﬁter of the zdth ultimo respecting the nomination and
appointment of & keeper for the Lighthouse I refceived by the last
mail. S in conformity with the new arrangements respecting
9 the Lighthouse directed in your letter of the lbth Apris. and 29th

lay a “emporary keeper was zppointed whose services commenced on the

expiration of Titus Salter‘contract.' Mr Salter nov liviné on the
* Island znd his deputy Elias “Warlton to whom it was also offered &=,
declining to accept it on the Condition required, namely attending

it in the Nighttime, which the pressnt thamps renders indispencibly-
- necessary.

Ma jor MoFafland whb'had been introduced to me as a deserving
officer ig unfortunate circumstences had applied to me before this
new arrangemeht, and it was myv érdent wish to serve him, I
accordiﬁgly recomnended him in terms resulting from a confidence in

the cheracter I had reccived of him in case any establishment should

be mede at the rort or Lighthouse worthy of his Acceptance.

I should heve offered to him the temporsary employment in attending

the Lighthouse hrd + conceived the emoluments adequate to his
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ocersions of the Scfvice suitable for him. e must heve resided
in an unpomfortable barrack &nd could not have done without an

| assistant which the sallary of 180 dollars would not have afforded.
I therefore appointed bDavid Duncan,.an invalid soldier of the United
States who with his son, a lad of about 16 yesrs of age are almost
constrntly employed. night and day in attending end c¢leaning the .-
_lantern end Lighthouse, this employment was temporary only end will
at the mleasure of the President be otherwise disposed of.

“ajor McFarlend is & deserving and worthy officer, was disabled
in the Service of his country end truly merits its attention . te has
elso, L understand, through an unfo tunate misepprechention of his
rank at the derasngement of the army been deprived of a considerable
part of his pay.

From this coasideration I 'm induced to renew my recoﬁmendation
of him 2s one who hes a claim to the notice of his country 2nd a
vroper person to be appointed to any military estavlishment if such
should be made, or to the permanent care of the Lighthouse if such
emoluments may be assigned to the Service es shall be acceptable...

M. Salter.had notice that it wes not the President's
intention to comnait the attendsnce of the_Lighthouse to any other
person to his prejudices but it would not suit him on the Condition

of the new arrangements. I am, Sir etc ete.

Lo Alexander n'amilton'.‘ | .. hpril 25, 1794.
Sincethe receipt of your letter of the 3d instant (which came

to my hands thv‘l5th) directiﬂg the sppointment of an agent for

procuring labour and material sné maying the'disbursements of the

Fortifications proposéd for this hsrbour, I have tkken much pains
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but havée hitherto not been able to prevail on a it perszon to under-~
toke the Jexvices of this agency on the terms of 3%. Commission having.
this dsj received a negative ansﬁer to‘the 1estyqf the several persons
to whom i hﬁvé'proposed the business., L heve a hope of succeeding
vith & person living near tb the supposed place for fortifying'whose
situétion is therefore more eligible for the undertaking end with

less expence vo himself then a resident in this town, wherefore L

shall epply to him immediately =nd transmit you the name wvhen &ppointed.

+he Ingineer 1is not yet arrived. 1 have the honor to be etc ete.

To Tench Cox Mey 12, 1794,

I have received your favours of the 22nd and 28th April, the
latter by tile 1ast‘post, vhich directs the placing two buoys =2nd a
bescon in thisvicinit&. S this letter which ~ppears to give the
ultimete direction, the perticuler place for affixing the buoyé are
not designated. Sunken rotks i s mentioned as the placé for the
bBescon,., 'whe Act s appears by the contraact directs two bdoys to be
vlaced in the harbor of Porismouth, the places which appear most
neoeésary for buoys are without the harbour; these are Kitts Hock
end Stilement's Hock. the first is by every dpinion esteemed the
mosd neceséary to be marked, the latter is more doubtfill as poeple
ere divided in ppinion respecting tne preference fo be given to it
oT some othér within the herbour as next in degree most proper to be
gucrded egainst, | 7 | |

Be plessed to inform me vwhether they shall be placed on Suph Hocks
as may appear to be the most heneficial either within or withoutv the

harbour,; if not it would be necessary to obtein on alteration in the

Law o the principal object as it fespects the placing of the buoys
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vould be deferted. L rm, sir ete ete.

Lo Oliver wWolcodt May 12, 17¢4.
iour letter of the 3d instﬁnt rel=tive to the Sloop LUCY of
Stemford I receiwved oy the last post. Cept. Yenton in the Revenue

Cut ter SC MMEL had arrived here the dey before and has informed me
of the Selzure of the said sloop end th-t he hcd transmitted the
perticulars to the Secretary of fhe ireesary.
1 have however recuested copies of the pepers he might possess
relating vo ﬁhat transsection which arecherewith endloSed. I
redeived by the express conveying the Act for continuing the Embergo
(the neragreph et first merked thus (#) wes inserted ih this place. )
of the four eastermost Districts., ‘hese, the cuttcr being absent)
1 dispstched by the moster of 2 vessel bound for mMount Desert which
he engagéd to deliver to the‘Several Collectors. the vessel wes
detained severzl days by strong head winds #nd 4id not arrive at the
lost uistfict (Passamaﬁuoddy) till the 1lst of May. At the same
time the Cutter rmemived arrived at that pbrt where the Sloop LUCY
wes Tound ss related in the exhikit No.'l Fo which and the qthér
papers L refer you. 4
“he expenée‘of conveying the letters conatining tre 2et relating
- to the Embergo from hence to the eastern districts'was 15 dollars,

Be pleaged to inform ﬁé to what aceounﬁ I shall place fhis charge.
#C=nt~in *eéton delivered the LUCY to the Coll. at Passamacuoddy
wmo re-uested him notwithstending, to nrosecvte the Seizure as the
distrnce from the officers of the district’oourt'rendered it .

inconvenient for him. I am, Sir etc etec.
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Yo Henry Knox June 5 ,1794.,

L duly r-ceived your letter of the °nd imxtxumt April 1:st

incloring directions to the person who should be sppointed by me
for the purmwose of disbmrsihg the monies appropristed to the
Fortifications in this Vicinity.

L found a difficulty in procuring a suitable Derson %o conducy
thie business but L Flattered myself that by the time of the
ingineer's erriv=l & should find one who would undertike on the
terms prorosed, but hitherto féiling in this exvectrtion -nd the

sngineer (Mr. Rochefontein) having arrived here 1-st evening, I =m

1 comaegnée
| necess:rily led to rpemyumieatz the business myself which L shzll

1 .conduct untill 1 shr 11 find some verson to relieve me. fou will

therefore be nlersed to convey vour instructions respecting this

onject through ny hands at present. 1 hove the honor etc ete.

!
f
i

‘ I h=ve to inform vour Xxzcellency of th e arrivel in this town

to nis kxcellency, the Govarnor , : June °5, 1794,

¢

“of Gen. Rochefontszin who is sppointed bv the President to direct

’ - tie Uonstructibn of Fortificrtions for the aefence of this harhour.
The delicacy of this Gentlemrn's seutiments snd his bpiniontof

| - the nropriety of the thinj#induces him'fé suspend the commencing

his operdtions untill he shsll hrve opportunity of confering with

your Excellency.on the Sﬁbject cnd it would be graﬁifyihg to him
‘nd interesting to the State throt youy ﬁould_give yoﬁr opinion on the
Snot. - ‘

£ cotner (?) in this buciness having been sssigned to‘me:

occasions my comaunicating to you General Rochefontain's earnest

desire to see you at Fortsiouth. I have the honor to be, wic ete

i e 2 A . Kmre 1 e poom— ¢ gt V57 —‘(,_.
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To lexsnder Homilton dJuly 8, 1794,
Ihe some difficultieé existing respecting the acceptsnce of
the ~fency for providing supplies end labour for the Fottifications
in this port ce mentioned in my letter addressed to you of the 25th

_nril lc<t, I hve commenced the business myself ~#nd shr1ll nrgsecute

it sgreeably to your directions. The Engineer hes arrived and -
is directing the performznces of the work. I hsve the honor ete etcs
To lexander Xamilton ~ July 9, 1794.

Your letters of the 23d nd 24th ultimo resnecting the zdvences

to he made to the Mearsh=ll etec etc.

To lex nder ‘emilton : July 12, 1794,
Since my letter of the 9th instont, the Marshcll of the district

of Ner H-mnshire aprlied for #nd received the second moiety of the

200 dollars directed to be advsnced to him. The mershell expleins
to me thrtt his recuest to you ® which your letter to me of the 24th

ultimo alludes, intended & desire to receive on the lst of Moy ond
~the first of October payments of 100 dollafs at each period in
~ddition to the moiety of 200 dollers he had received on the'fifst of
Jenuary 135%, making in the whole 300 dollers for the present year.
abnceivingﬂthat your instructions to me of the 24 Jﬁly, 1793,

restricts these“payments to 200 dollzrs per yeaf, I cannot consistant
therewith meke a further paymeﬁt to him iﬁ,thejﬁresent veer without
your direction,.itvappearing to me thst youf 128t instructions respects

only tnhe times to be psid.
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o lexrnder Hrmilton Oct. 1, 1794.

I enclose vou ~ stntement of pryments on account of the
fortificstions for the horhour of Fortsmouth to the 4th instont
amounting to ”229.24 dollsrs, the estimated amount of the gxbence
of comblecting the work directed by the Eﬁgineer’is.@éa dollars.

1he éum spproprinted for these‘fortificatioﬁs‘as mentioneq
in your 1ettér of the 34 pril is 2527.36 dollérs, 1000 dollers
of which hes been Temitted to‘me by the Yrersurer. ‘‘he ingineer
heving chveyedninformstion to me thatv an additional sum of 600

dollsers hfd been dirceted, I shall proceed to éompleat the works

I=h
[0

specifiad in his v»len amounting as above to 2577 24/100 Dollars
exclusive of commission with such other works (within the limits)
T8 mey be directed. . I have ths honor etc etc.

i'ha, sbove swms are exclusive of mounting cennon on which esccount

-

250 dollers has been received =nd¢ 170 dollars expended.

Yo “ench Soxe . Nov. 3, 1794.
I heve received yvour letter of the 20th ultimo in which vou mzke
en~uiry respecting the extra quantity of Cottoh purchesed for the

lighthouse in the last cuarterd;~sixity pounds was supnposed to be

)

sufificient for = yesrs stork. his Quantity was now procured

4

because &n, ovportunity presented of prucuring a sto%@ of =2 better

grode then usuwal and tie price was 15%_bheapér than most haﬁe been
ziven at retail or for a single cuarter's supply. it has been
Tound thet 18 pounds is consumed in a ouarter in t e Lighthouse here.
In somé instances it has e xceeded that amount. On «uestioning
the.keeoer on this hesd, it hes been discovered that he hess too

freruently drawn out the wick during the attendance in the Night in
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order to increase the power of the light. _ this h:s been done to
¢ degree which I concenved unnecessary and ther«fore vhat was
demmed on excess in this practice has been stog@d.- If your
infTormatiom is right resnecting the Deléware Lighthouse, that it
consumes only 15 pounds per annum, with eizht lamps conteining 32
Wicks, there must be an improvement worthy of communicaiting es our
Lighthouse has never consumed less than about 15 pounde per cuarter
or 60 1lbs mer year snd>only 7 wicks of the size used in it can be

lighted with safety to the glsass, I am Sir, etc etc.

o Lench Coxe ' Dec. 31, 1794.

I received by the last malil your letter of the 13th instant.
Trhe difficulty respecting the pﬁ:cinm of buoys for this hgrbour stated
in!my letter of the 12th oi Xay in enswar to yours of-the 28th of
the preceding'month, arose Trom whnat I conceive to be nn erroneous
expression in the ict wnhich directs the plecing of "two buogs in the
h=rbour of Portsmouth" when 1t should have said meocr the entrance,
of off the harbour as the two plcces most necessary to hove affixed
to them thse mearks are without the harbour 2nd 2 strict or literal
complience with: the law I presume is desirable if not indispenssbly
necesafy in all caées thaet ere practicable. But in expeotatioh

thet the claim would be altered or that your Qonstrdction of it would
authorize théirﬂbeing placed on Kitts Hock and Stileman’s Rock, I have
rrep=red suitable buovs for those plsdes, two to each, so 55 to have
one to renmlace the other which should be thuéAshifﬁed every hélf yéar.
the erecting é Beacon on Sunken Rocks was found to be impractiveble

within the limits. It appeard on proposals made for contracting

thet the expense of a pler on which the Beacon must be placed would
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cost more thrn the sum gronted, the r=pidity of the tide being
very great on those rocks. is a temporary substitute for this
Bercon ~ heve cffixed one of the buoys prepared for one of the other
Hocks intending on experiencing its utility, to pronose a buoy for
trhis place also instead of a Beacon, hitherto it appears.to ansver
the purpose well.

L have deferred trensmitting the amount of expenditureé on this
business untill the buoys shall be put down s=nd the work finished,
which :will recuire a more Tevourazble season of the year %o effect.
After your final direction but oﬁ a well grounded estimate , I find
the expense will be within the limited sum of 300 dollers including

tvo more buoys for Sunken floack, shoulda this alteration be agreed to.

Lo lexander fagilton ' Jan. 23, 1795.
I have to state to you the emount of expenditures on the
fortifications of the harbour of Yortsmouth which inciuding the

blockhouse, & store and furnace and com::ission thereon is Doll.2874.06

the remittances which have been mdde me on this account - 2877.3b
“emaining in my hanhs : - 3.28

there still remains to be performed work on the walls, principally
in placing éods and earths which it was thought prudent to defer till
a more suitable season of the Year, for which reason also and the
want of properly seasoﬁed materials, some finishing work on the
blockhouse waé also deferred. These together I conceive will not
exceed 150 Dollars. Al have received on account of mounting the
cannon 250 Dollars; the expenditures on this branch of fhe'work
incluéing commission is lé5.26; remaining on hamd 64,74 Dollars,

- =~ - - 1 have thc honor to be, etc etc.
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o Semuel Meredith, Lreasurer Feb., 4, 1795,
| At the suggestion of several persons in public office aznd by b
inconveniences which 1 suffer, I am induced to make incuiry whether - .
provision has been made to disperse the Copper coin.a the public o

expense, or if this has not taken place, whether my order would be

I

executed at the *ressury for the transmission of the Value of one

hundred dollurs, more or less, in seid coln on my own riscue by

S R Y.

cny coasting vessel which m=y be coming from Philadelphia, the amount

AT

thercof to be rewi.ted by &€ per POST. I am, 3ir, etc etc,

it

L Yench Coxe, feb. 23, 1795,

I heve to asknowledge trne receipt of, and to .answer your letter

LS oA ol S

of the 20th ultimo. I kave been long since determined in my wmind 3
repsectihg the utility of & removal of the Lighthouse to any other

Epot yet in deference to the opinions thet may have been formed on an
exeninetion of the papers which heve been tzansmitted. I have i
agein beken the opinion of those whor are most acquainted with the o

Subject, the result of which is that there is no spob so suitable

PRIy

=7

)=t

for a lighthouse as the present Site unless two Lighthouses should

be supported for this harbour.

RXMIHAE S

Lo WY

Gerriskes Island is a greater natural elevation but no Vessel

EERET A4,

can come with a mile of the Spot on which a Lighthouse would be

erected especially on the seaside, It iS'surrounded'by dengerous
rocks, Wood Isl:nd ié a low flat, hsas notsa more conspicuous
view from the Sea‘thﬂn the present Light end its advence toward the
sez is not more than about one half mile. .Whales Beck is a
smooth rock covered with water at ajmost every full tide end 1ike‘

Ylood Island is inaccessible in stormy weather.




i : Josepnhn Whipple.
The place c¢nlled Odiorne's Point formins the southern entrenage
of'iittle %erbour and which & éonceive 1s the spot mentioned by
youx as forming the "oposite shore which bounds the entrence from
the Ocezn" is one mile farther advenced voward the sea from the
present lighthouse on which a light would be visible to a point 5 23
or 6 miles farther esstward then the present and would on these
accounts be preferable to the present site, prpvdded two lights showld
be supborted, hut without this provision‘it would be Tar less . useful
znd safe than t e present esteblishment es vessels making this light
end cominz up with it to a proper distance from the Shore would have
to run one mile directly from it through a narrow channel bounded
by dzngerous rocks interseted by direct =and oblihue currents, tides and
eddies end it is egreed by those with vhom I hcve conversed on the
Subject thot it_would be attended with great risrue to run into
the her.our unﬁér the circumstances without 2 leading light in thé
front. Indeéd ﬁhe preéent Lighthouse or eny lower objeot sithated
on the same spot with a small light would onswer a much better purnose
then the two; besides the saviang of an ~dditional expense of
suppbrting tive. iighthouses es it would be.visible from Sea over
Gerrishes Island. |

1 will however take the liberty to offer another opinion on

this business, thet considering the great expenses which have been

incurred by the Government and the present advanced price of lebour, end
considering &lso the great improvements which have been msde on

the present light by the introduction of Spermacite Oil énd'thatﬁit'is
still copeble.of further improvements in ﬁhe'lamps, th~t the present
Lighthouse w7ill answer the purpose =nd the exbeﬁse of buiiding may be
avoided'untiil a more eligible neriod in the affairs of the Government

I - have the honorete ete

2
)

A A e R S S R S

TR

R X

=
x
hi
A
53
L
o

.
RRERRY i S e A K SO AL R S IR e oA 27

G




112 »
‘ Joseph Whibdle.
1o Oliver tiolcott. | Merch 10, 1795,
héving nerceived by tﬁe newspopers the resignntion of the
l?té Secretary of the Yrecsury end your appointment to that office,
1 texe the liberty to mske an official transmission to you uhder
thnt address, - - -~ - - - ~- Sir, Gbur MostAObedient etc~etc.
To Tench Coxe May'7, 1795,
I beg lezsve to remind you thet the hebitation of ﬁhe keeper of
the Lighthoure is & smnll uncomforitsble barrack within the walls of
the Tort lately built for the defence af-this herbor which is now

in re~diness Tfor the reception of the soldiers thet shall be appointed

for the station, the femily and barrecks must be removed on the Soldierr

beinz placed in the fort. Be nlecsed to inform mé what provision
shell oe made for the keeper's residsnce on thisremovzal, Former
Vexperienoe nzth evinced the great inconveniency of a}distent .
recidence. I cen hear of no houvse thyt c¢=n be hired in the vicinity.
T czn cssuggest no elternative but th-t of erecting & building for the
rurtoce on lends belonging to the_pﬁblic vithout the waells of the fort.

I recuest yoﬁr considerstion <lso of the present »nszy of the
Keever. He hes for some time complaiéd of the difficulty ﬁiﬁh vhich -
he hrd subsisted on his stipend. His femily are his wife nqd 4

cniléren 3 of whon are young. 1the present price of Proviéions.are
for *ndian Corn 100 %o 117 cents @er bush., and fresh meats 8 to 10
cents oer pound. .L‘entreat your feeling attention to this object
and thet wou will be pleased to lcy the case before the dep~riment

thru vhich speedy relief may be obt-ined. I sm, Sir, etc etec,
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o Cliver Wolcott » | July 77, 1795,

John idams, first mnte of th- Sevsnue Cutter SCQMMEL having
accented the Comaznd of n Vessel in + Merchet service hrs resingned
nis »lvcee in the Cutter; he hcs ceted well in his stution, O
conceived it promer to trencmit his commission which is enslosed
herewith. I will teke the liberty to recommend Benjomin Gunnison
ot nresent second ﬁate to be sdvsonced to the Station of Tirst mate

nd Semuel Odiorne the third mete to take his place. I cannot

49

2t present neme a suiteble person for third mate who would =2ccent the

place, .8 soon zs I shell find one whose choracter end zuaslification d
zre sulteoble, I will trenemit his neme. I have the honor etc etec.
o Oliver Wolcott ' Sept. 15, 1795,

it the rercuvest of the mnster cnd other officers of the Hevenue

Jutter SC.MEL I have to stzte to you the losses which thev have
sﬁstﬁined in their “ationé for the year opéét cnd especially in the
“urrter ending the 30th of June lesk. - It hos been 2 continued
comrlent thaot thesum =llowed for r&ﬁioné have not defrayed the exvenses
of victﬁalling but as it was found ¢ matter of conveniency for the |
Officers to furnish thelr own provisions, the loss was submitted to
when the zmount Waé not very considerable, The gresat rise of.
provisions now renderei this loss too gréat for them,tO»bear, I
conceived it necessary vou should be informed of the true Stste of the
business. fn accurate adoount has'been'képﬁ by the mzster of the
provisiqns 1lzid in ~nd applied sevarztely for the use.of the 5 seamen
»s stoted in nrper herewith marked by which it enpears thot the

amount of the nrovisions erxpende 4 by those 5 men s Doll. 93,12,

on 2ccount of which I hsave paid the mester 14 cents smounting to

cac

44.54 leoving 5 Balence of 44.54 o which adding 119.51 for loss

' Y



1 Jogceph ﬂhipple.

sust~ined in the five preceding ~usrters stoted in the paper is
164.05 which C~pt. Yeston stotes to be the ~mount of the cost of
Provisions more then he hes received peyment for exclusive of the
loss on his own and the hoys rations for the lest cuarter.

Jentoin ¥eaton clso strtes o demsnd marked o, 1 end 2 in vsper
for his wveges end natioﬁs'prior to the date of his omnmission_
coumencing at the time of'his appointment when aﬁ order wes issued
to him.to:atténd the building end equipping.thé Cutter, which I did
not conceive myself auvthorized to allow without speciél orders for
the purrose ss similsr charge he informs me hnos been allowed Capt.
Wiliicms of the Mrssachusetts Cubter.

tre three mrtes of the SCIMAEI who messes together and furnished
their provisions in the lcest cuarter ending 30th June heve also
re-uestediny applicétion in their behalf for an allowanoe of 8‘centé
pat rctions in additiontq the sum peid, it appesring that fheir
rations have cost 22 cents of which I have peaid only 14,

Be pleased to give directions respecting thelr arrearages Whéﬁher
1l or.whst nart of them shell be paid and in what menner I shall
hereafter provide provisicns. |

I conceive that the supply of articles proposed for the “etions
of Seamen in the ™sct to provide a Naval Armament psssed the 27th Mearch
17¢4, wou1d~give intire satisfaction to the officers and seamén~of tﬁe
Revenue Cutter: ~the fluctuating prices of provisions renders 1t
diftricult to ascertain the value of the “atiohs for a longer'tefm

than fron oguarter to quarter.

To tench Coxe Sept. 24, 1798,

Lgreesbly to the means adopted for procuring oil of a cuszlity

.
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Superior to the common Liver 0il mentioned in my letter to you of

the $th July, I hcove purchesed 74 barrels which hove,come from

Fishermen on whom I would rely for their care in‘saving the livers

and preprring the oil separste from that of common fish,. |
Spermacite oil is likely to become scarcer, it may be prudent

to.lay in a few barrels of the kind now purchzsed for our Lighthouse

and if on edditionai cuentity cshould be wanted for other Lighthouses

to the amount of 20 to 40 barrels might be obteined here Sir, etc et

01l purchesed for the Lighthouse since 30th June, 1795,

July 24 of Jemes lieaney (?) 1 Cesk Cod 01l (42 Gals 12 Dols)

1 sbl ' : 16.00
Sept. 11 of Drn 'Urefethen 1 B8bl Hezke 011, 15 5.71
" o14 Yim. Babson 7 momow 2pgl 72,11

To Sec. of the Treas. _ Sept. 30,1705,

I hsve received from the Combtroller of the Tfeasurv the
Presidentts Commission appointing Benjamln Gunn1°on flr“t mate
of ¢ cutbtter in th e Servic e of the United States to whom (on his
arrivsl from a cruize I delivered it. I enclose said Guanison's
commission fér second mate and beg leave to renew my nomination of
Samuel'Odiorne who is at present third mate to take his plece.

‘the Wages of common seamen in Merchant Service being advenced
to a.higﬁér rate then a first mates pay in the Cutter, it will not
be easy to find a third mate at present.- When a suitable person
shull be found who will engage in the Serv1ce at the established pay,

T will trensmit his neme. I have the honor to be etc etc.

Yo ‘Yenck Coxe . ~Nov. 1, 1795,

I enclose you my account of the Buoys‘affixed;in the horbour
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o Portsmouth in conformity with the Act of Congress of the 5th

Anril 1794, In tryal of the timber buoys last year, 4 whereof
have been coastructed, L found they were hesvy and would be more likely
to brerk the <¢hains where the See is great as.on Kittes Rock thrn the
wind which are mrde of Coopers work wherefore I have heen endéavoring
to pracure 2 of the latter sort to compleat the set for the 3 nlaces
.directed buf these not being yet finished, I csnnot include the cost

in the present account snd I hope they will turn out cheaper than

those made of sollid timber, I am VYery Respectfully etec etec.

'o Tench Coxe Nov. 25, 1795,
I received by the hast mail vour lettser of the 12th instant.
the nature and purpose of the Brow on which an expense wes incurred

=nd éh?rged in my accolnt for the Lighthouse to the 30th Sept. is

described in my letter which accompanied the sccount. It is a
Bridge extending from the Bank of the Shore to . the door of the

=

ignthouse Whiéh is situated on a rock-advanced into the river more
tha 20 feet end is cut off from the bank by the sea which sdmétimes
surréund it. ihe door entering the lighthousé is 6 or 8 feet sbove the
5111l =2nd on a level with the bank from which.this Bridge extends.
Lhe erbitrary term BROW has been applied tq the Bridge ever sihce it
wes erected with the Lighthouse &nd probably afose from the_same name -
given in this pagt of the Country to the Bridge or Stage as it is

. , , - ,
sometimes called erected to pass from a pier or bank to & vessel in

dock or on the stocks when building or repairing.

The objection to the chorge for the Keepers employ on the repairs
is anparently ressonzble end which hed occured to me and as o
princinle could not generally be admitted, The nature of the work

hovever 1s L conceive distincet from the sttendsnce non the light
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snd in the present ccse it wes declared by -princirles of economy the kmt

keeper being handy at téols wes with the Cappenter équal to him at .

less Wages and his fidelity in exectiting the work was more to be
- depended on than any other person that could be procured at the time.
I would further add tﬁat'the keepe% of the Lighthouse hrss not been
L ~able to attend it siﬁce the.introduction of the new Lcmps without an

Assisvant for whom he has no allowonce. . It was therfore incumbent

on me to:;eﬁploy him in & line uot strictly his duty as keeper when
| an occaéidn should offer to enable him to subsist his present Salary
{less then 50 cénﬁs.pe? diem) being unecual to the Service and his
sunport. L beg leave on this ocoasion to renew my recevest that

an avgmentation may be m~de to his Salery snd provision for =

suitable building for his habitation. I am Very Eresetc etc.
‘ To Wimothy Fickering, Sec. of ar _ Dec.4, 1795,
- — - — =Uhe work directed by the Engineer end which is finishegd

5 | with some trifling excevtions are |
The Walls of the Fort 8 feet high within of stone sunk 3 feet in
the ground and 3 feet thick, a sod or turf Wall without and filled in
with earth, the whole 18 feet in thickness. “fhis wall extends in the
! - whole in the Northern, Eastern and Southern lines . feet. A
| - brick wall on the western line 8 feet high amd 3 feet thick on =
' stone foﬁndatidn sunk 3 feet in the g:L;‘c')‘\md,~ in leﬁgfh - feet with
a strqng4doub1e gate through this wall and an aréhéd brick sally way
through the esstern wail. -
A store of gunhoﬁse of wood 36 Teel Xong, 24 feet wide one story
Z% of nine feet rough shingled, shingled and thg rooprainted. A neat

orick blockhouse 30 by 33 feet one story, hipped roof, a brick paraspet

cecured QylaswoodeapOsadI @1l Ahs woodworkUincludihg' cornices, shingling,
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window frames ond sashings neatly finished and paintéd.

A magazine under the quokhouse obvered.with a brick erch
3 feet thiQk, which with tﬁé celler was cut out of a.rock.

A furnace for heating balls.

‘ihese are the works directed the amoﬁnt 6f ﬁhe expenditures
thereon including the.Agents cimmissioﬁ at 3%‘13:5340.53. , .The_
whole of the above decscribed wotk is cémpleated éxcept the Carpenters
work for finishing Window.shptters.whioh has been delayed that the
oak plank of which they are made may be effectually seasoned;
gstimated at 20; naiis and shingles for do at 14, Capitals for gate

posts or pillars 8 Peinting the above 6,

o the work above perormed I masy add the cutting the cutting & draig

drain from trne XMagezine, an unforeseen incident but indispenssdly
~ necersgry, through the'soliid rock, 1t being found thet vhe declivity
’of the tock on which the Forw stands inclining centrelly drew theé
water to the Magaziﬁe rnd I apprehend that notwithstanding the dréin
the moisvure 0i vae place will rendér it unfit for a depository of |
gunpowder,vat least for it to remzin for any length of time. 4

My letter of the 18th Sept. stated an estimate of 280 dollers
as necessary to finish the wofks diréctedAin addtidn to the sum of .
ZDoll 3127.34 Whibh I inderstood h-d4 been sappropriated for this:
Fortification;'onjwhich.ybur letter of the'Zsth-Sept.jdirected’me
to proceed on the Wérk,.sihhce which there has béen expended Doll
213,33 and the sbove Work,estimated at 48 Doll remaning to be
compleated. |

I h2ve further to observe thet 250‘dolls was remitted on account
6f mounting cannon. One carriage for a 32 pounder was. finished

under the direction of Co.l Rochefontaine when he wss here, the cost
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of which was 179.87 dollars, no farther directions on this head

{the mounting of cannons) hrs been received. No directioh wes

given by the Ingineer for forming the foundation for placing the
cahnon or for procuring .otherzcanriages then the one mentioned
vherefore nothing hes been done on either of these articles.

I em very respectfully etc etc.

Yo ‘Yench Coxe Dec. 20, 1795,
Thereware two buildings erected in the Fort contiguous

to the New Csstble Lighthouse besides the small barrack in which the

keeper and his family now live, one of them is a storehouse

without & chimney or sny finishing within wherefrom not fit for e |

Tfamily in 1ts present state. he other is @ blobkhouse erected

%0 the accommodation of the Military but as there is none azppointed

or estebliched &t this fortification, tlie building remcins

unoccupied. It 1s z'neat finished brick building about 30 feed

c~usre consisting of two rooms in the front about 12 by 15 feet each

end a gusrd room back about 15 by 30 feet. This house would be

2 comfortable residence for the keeper and his femily untill =z

suitable building could be erected provided there be no estéblishment

of officers or soldiers there but when this shall take place an

immediate.removal would be necessary ' Respectflikly etc ete.

To John Davis Feb. 3, 1796.

In conformity with a law that passed in the last session of
Congress‘?nd egreeably to the directions given in a circulsr letter
t0 the officers of the Customs from the Comptroller office of the

14th of Msreh lest, 1 transmit you an account of my officizl Tmoluments
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and ixnendi tures as Collector of the Customs fér ﬁhe’three quarﬁers
ending the 31st Lecember last. Fe:"ceiw}ihgg thet the feot mode 1t
the dfficial-duty of the Comptroller to lay theéefamounts or abstracts
of then before Congrese #nd presuming that your report on the
.propriety'of the increcse or dimihution'of these emolumesnits méy be
expected or desired, I Will. take the 1liberty of recuesting your
obliging n~ttention to my remefks in the accoudt now .enclosed,

1 will observe firstly th=t the emount -of Commissioms and fees

for these three <uarters are more thrn the proportion for the yeer

o

ut if the net emoluments in the present statement (being Dollsrs
882,84 inéluding selory) was the true proportion for the yezr it
would vield only Doll. 910.18 per annum, = sum by no mesns adecuste
to the duties end responsibilities of this office. ~ ilthough the
immortations are not very considerzble in, this district yet fhe
revurns in every pearticular beins similar, the duties of the office
of Colléctér is neerly ecual to those ports where the comnission

on the Imports are double. The duties of the office are also

e}

very grsatly increased by the late regulations respecting the registry,
Enrollment and Licensing of Vessels, the exéoftation of Merchendise
vhich £2.1 heavily on the office of Collector and whioh indeed
reguires the constant employment of a clerk but the emoluments not
admitting of f@is acconodation, ; em under the necessity of foregoing
this assistance three rourths of thé time to the injuries of my
ﬁealth end sometimes to the delay of the public business.

Td these considerations it will not be improper to add that the
universelly advanced price of the necessaries'of life with which

ever;r housekeeper is impressed furnishes the strongest argument in

fevor of sn incresse of these emoluments. I thevrefore beg that
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vou will hove the goodness to state you r remarks on the proper
occesion for the due attoinment of the Object of my present’reguest

»

for a rezsonable lJoupensation for my Services. I an etc etec,

Yo Tench Sox S kpril 19, 1796.

1 enolose.you herwith my accounts 6f eXpénditures for the
Lighthouse in the quarter ending the 31lst March which includes the
additional Salary of 20 dollars ner annum to the keeper of the
Lighthouse. I thank wvou for your representations on this |
subject and could have wished that circumstances would have admitted

of & greaster addition to the keepers allowance. I »m etc ete.

To Timothy Fickering, Sec, of State May 7, 1796.

In complikence wibth wour recuest I enclose you & cony of the
list of Seemen of the Ship LYDIA on which is the atteststion of
the owners of the ship. It hes been my constant practice

founded on the instructions from the denatment under which L1 act

ey, 1793 to receive duplicste lists of the Seamen of Vessels

£x
AU ]

since &

=

vound %o foreign ports according to the form now trensmitted one of
vhich is filed in my office 2nd the other being signed by the m:ster
in the presence of two persons I deliver to him with a Certificate

of thrfollowing form "This certifies that the within is a true list

of the officers end Seamen of the smerican Ship - on her vpresent
Toyage to vhose nrmes are revorted znd entered in this office

and thst thev mre citizens of the United Stetes" or "Citizens and

Foreigner" e the cese may be which wes done in the cese of the INDI..

This certificate written on the back of the list of seemen +nd signed

pv the Collector cznnot bhe mistaken as a forgery ss there e re four

T
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pIPeTSs ish the same gigneotvres sccomnonying the list in the wessels
fegister, the Cleé-rnnce, Sen Lettsr =nd certific=te om the manifest
of fhe caTHEOo, The Nawal Officer is generally ohe of the perzons
in vhose presence theilist is eigned by the m-ster who‘signs his ncﬁe
es witness ond vhose sign-ture is a2lso’ to the register and clearance
of the Vessel. | |

'_I zm informed by the owner of the LYDIA thet three of(the people
who were impressed have families in great distress in consequeneevof
their impressment =nd thet one of them, s promising young men who
went out with the cgreement of taking the place of Mate of the Veéseli
on her =rrivel in Jamaics where the acting mate was to be discherges‘

has loev his life in conseluence of this occuarance, I em ete etc.

vo Timothy Pickering Mey 18, 1796.

Lgreecbly to the reruest in vour Circular ietter to Collectors of
the Ouctoms dated the 25th nsM=rch to obtrin and transmit vou vroofs of
tne imﬁressmenf of America Seemen ~nd other outrages committed upon-
our Citizens by British ships of ¥ar, I enclose you the devositions
- of the msster anﬁ mate of the Brig THOM:S of this Port of the
impressment of two of the seamen of said brig.' ihe ovner of this
Vessel hzs stated to me e loss sustsined by the impressments bv its |
causing a deviétion.in the Voyage but which l_forbéar to traensmit és

the case is not accompanied by proper evidence. - "I have etc ete.

To Zemuel Meredith ' ' May 23, 1796.
By the Sloop NANCY, Moses Woodward maester, whooarrived here
in Smril vest, I received one keg, 15,000 €ents which not being

sccompanied by & Bill of lading etc etec,
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Yo Oliver Wokcott suguct 12, 1796.

“ayving obtained the necessary information on the shbject of
vour “ikrculer letter of the 1l4th iuly relating to the fevenue
Cutter, I have!te answerfour points stated therein as they fespect
the Cutter SCAMMEL. I d
1st. The necesssTy repeirs heving foom time to time been applied
her competency for Service is ecual to whnt has heretofore been
exneriocnced. sShe is not o fest seihing vessel #nd on that account
#nd her bveing too smzll for tris Station it would be for the public
service #nd comfort of the officers c¢nd seamen thcot she should be
replaced with‘r more suitable vessel.
2nd. She will requiré no meteri~l répairs untill next Year say in 9
or 10 months when it will ve neces ary to sheathe the Bostom, to
purchase & new sult of scills =nd nearly a compleat set of standinz and

- -

running rigging th o cost of which by estimation at the »present very

dveneced prices will be azs followe:- Sails, say 13 pes duck znd meking

Y]

up Doll. 200, Cordege say 20 coiis at 17 -Dollars Dollars 340, =« totel
of Dols 780.

3d.  Ihie neme end pay of the Yfficers end Seamen.at present axxbasesd
on boerd. Mcster, Hopley Yeaton, 50 Dolls per mo.,lst Mate Benj.

Gunnison at 35 Dolls., 2nd Mate Samuel Odiorne at 30 Dolls,Seomen

A

aniel Donnavin 15 Dolls.,J=mes Smith, 10 Dolls.,Thomes Fovler, 7 Doll.,

Gearge Yeanton, 9 Dolls,, Bob Joseph Call 4 Dolls.,and Boy Stephen
leeks, 4_Dolls., |

reyment- have been madé to the Offixers snd feamen up the 30 June, 1796.
The services performed by this Cutter I conceivé to have been very .
immort-nt to the safety and »nrecervation 6f the Mévenue. the cozst

which is =esigned %o her, thet of New Hemrshire cnd the District of
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: Joseph “hipple
Mrine extending nearly 300 mileé is filled with harbours, rivers
snd creeks meny of which have been convenient placesAfor freudulent
practices which have been checked by the attention and vigilance of
the officers of the SCiMMEL. Ihe services for fhe yesr past
co nsisted in cruizing on the azbove mentioned corst, in entering
end exmining She harbours end rivers, in exsmining vessels pcpers,
instructing the ignorant coesters e#nd 1n.bringina‘to justice those
whn bresk the lsws. Instances of fraud ?ndvcontreventionvof the
laws heve been discovered.and prbsecuted ~nd some of them failéd by
unaccountable determinations of Courts,

4tn. A'competent set of hands maylbe procured for twenty dollers
per month, those at present employed are chiefly vouths :hd such es
a? present zre deteréd from engaging in foreign voyages on account
of imnorsssments to which they are liable. I have the honor etc etc.

—

+o Johin Steele ' ' Sept. 5, 1796,

8% the recuest of Capt. Hopley Yeaton master of the *

evenue

 Cutter SC/MIEL aprointed for the Northern Station and of his officers

I =m to renew the gpplication formerly made to tﬁe Treasury

Departrent for allowrnces to said maéter and officers for arresrages

clazimed by the mester =nd for losses sﬁstained by them on account of

their supplyinggthe Vessel with Frovisions. - In order toAthe fight

understanding of the business it-will be propeéer thét 4 should recur

to the earliest date of this establishment; Thére was Tirst appointed
certainVSpecified deteils for ;&tions whuch ﬁﬁs‘supplied to the value

of 9 cents per xration but this wes found very inadecuate znd en

sugmentation was made 10 12 cents with a propos:zl of a contract at thet

rste with an alternative on feilure of a contract of furnishing e
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satisfactory supply of Provisions by the Agent, The latter was
considered as subject to great increase of expence and wasbe of
provisions, T therefore closed with the Master's offer to accept

A

the contract at 12 cents for a limitted time, When this time

expired T prevailed on him to supply for a further short term though
it was evident from the advanced price of provisions he must have
suffered considerable loss, Tt was found the least expensive
mode to allow the master a certain xatevper‘Ration rather than to
supply the articles and this was rendered the more convenient from
the officers dieting with their family when in port and furnishing
provisions for themselves from thence, Thus a preat saving it was
presumed would bhe made both to the officers and the puhlic,
Captain Yeaton continued to supply having my assurance to represent
the case and endeavour to obtain an allowance in addition to the
rate per ration at which his account was made up and some general mode
of supply adopbed which would apply to all Cutters but no directions
having been given on this head and the price of provisions
hecoming enormous T have latterly paid the actual cost of the provisions and
allowed Ffor the extra ratlons of the officers the
same proportion which the Ration of common provisions have cost thenm,
The losses for which allowance is now claimed by the officers is the
difference between the cost of provisions purchased hy the master
for the Seamen and the officers for themselves including thelr extra
rations charged at the same proportion and the sum which has been
paid by me and charged in the several accounts guarterly from the
st of July. 1793, to the 30th of 3ept., 1795,

The arrearages claimed by the master is Ffor wages From the 1th

October, 1790, which time he states to he the date of his



126
Joseph Whipple,

appointment untill the 1lst of March, 1791 when his commission is

dated and for Rations Tor the same term Leing 159 days. T have

to remark on his claim that Capt, Yeaton during his term withheld
himself Ffrom any other employ or 3ervice and attended to the bullding
of the Revenue Cutter but T did not conceive T was aunthorized to make
up his pay farther back then the date of hig Commission untill T

should recelve instructions therefor, T am ete ete,

To Tench Coxe ‘ Nov, 30, 179€

I have recelved your letter of the 15th instant and in conformity
wlth your request gave an explanation of the use and necessity of the
two new huoys charged in my account of expenses for the Iighthouse
establishment to the 30th of Beptember last. The law and directions
founded thereon required that to three Rocks or Sholes should be
affixed Buoys Tor the safety of Vessels approaching and navigating
Portsmouth Harbour, these were ¥iltt's Rock, Stleman's Rock and
Sunken Rocks, It must he admitted as an indispensable
provision that there should be two Buoys to each of the Sholes having
one spare Puoy to each as well to replace in case of loss as to relieve
or shift half yearly at least the one in use which will by that space

Kal
x

of time become foul, waterhroken and heavy. Four were constructed

of largest sige tiﬁér holted together and reduced to the Torm of a

Nuns Puoy, These four were considered as sufficient for two of the
places leaving a spare, one for each, There remained now one of

the Rocks to be provided for which was temporarily marked with one
of the spare buoys, Tt was my early intention (as there was no
varticular sort directed) to wvary the kind of buoy Ffor experiment and

to procure for the third Rock two can buoys constructed of coopers work
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o Joseph Whipple.
which were accordingly =greed for but it being discovered thet
the pevrson vho contrscted to finish them wes not coﬁnetent to the
underteking cnd fhwt the work would be badly executed, %hey vere
given up »nd two more timber buovs of simple construction ~nd much
chesper but which I.conceived would asnwer for Sunken Rocks were
substituted in their place end these heing zdded complete the Set

originally intended snd are the two timber Buoyé ch-rged in the

account. BEconomy in the highest degree hes been studied in this
Business. I tm etc ete.
To 0liver Wolcott ' Dee., 1%, 1798,

I wrotve you the 9th instant acknowledging the receipt of wvour
letter of the 28th Novémber. ' Immediately after its deperture
uoron ~uestioning on the subgect of it, it w-s recollected by my Clerk
thot he hed put up a sealed packet received some time since from the
postoi'fice which from the fold cnd size preciselyv resemdbling seversal
packets before received conteining passports, he concluded were its
contenés end hed froﬁ thiz impression neglected on my coming into the
office to deliver to me with other letters from which he h«d separated
it whieh he hed untill the present incuiry forgotten. In opening
this packet it wes found to contein your lettervof the Z4th October
the two Contracts and bondlto be executed by Jemes Hacketttend e

letter frométhe Treasury covering draugh$s for five thousénd dollars.

To' Semuel Meredith " pev. 28, 1797.

T have this day received your letter of the 15th Instant
enclosing wour three drsughts for 1000 dellorTs ench on the Crshier
of the Office of Discount «nd Deposit et Boston for the Smiths |

who have controcted to supply the Iron work for the algerine Frigete
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N

buildine~ at this nort. L rm very “esnectfully etc‘etc.

ro 0liver Wolcott | goril 22, 1797.

‘I have poid this‘day to Jlisho and demes Hill one of thé
Trecsvrer’s dravchts of one thouscond dollérs transmitted to mé for
that pufﬁose: it appearing to me by a Certificete of the Inspector

hat the some wns payeble by their contract, on account of Iron work

. er

for the frigate buildihg for the Dey of Algiers. I rm etv etc.

o Oliver Volcott . Oct. 23, 1797,

On the léth of August,-1796, I cnswersd vour Circﬁl*r ietter of the
1¢th of the »receding month respecting Revénue Cubtters wherein I
prrticulrrly st?ted.whﬁt related to the Cutter SCALMIEL covpointed Tor
this-Station to which I beg lessve to refer you. Conceiving thet
it wmighs bé the intention to replsce this Vessel with one more
suitéble for Bhe‘Sefvioe, I hszve forborne to anply eny expenditures
om her more thah were immediately and indispensably necessarj to encble
her to cggigg on the Cozst in the Summer Season.

-‘Ihe s2ils =nd rigging are nov so much worn that it would he unsafe

%o trust the vessel at Sem in the Winter months. +he useTulness
of & Cutter on this Statdon hes bsen so fully evinced by the many
frauds knovm to heve been prevented or detected by the SCAM&EL thet
I presume it will be deemed proper to contiﬁue the establishment.

ln considering this Subject I have been led to inguire by vhom,
2z suitable Vescel might be built #nd I find thet Mr. Heckett who
built e frigete inteded for tha Dey of Algiers would underteke}it,‘
I find also thot.there ig a cusntity of small fimber in the navel

yerd in this herhour belonging o the United States thet would be

-
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- suitsble for such o vessel tnd which could not he ‘applied to the

use of 2 larger one.

The Sermmel might probably he disposed of for o VWest India Suga

'uroger (?) or some otheruse =mons the islands. I have etec etec.

o 0liver Wolcott | ~ Merch 3, 1798,

I recrived by the lsst mzil your letter of the 19th ultimo

directing pren~rations for a nev Revenue Zutter for which 1 hove

propared advertizements sufficienily descriptive to produce vproposals
for thet object. But concidering thet the frast sniling of a

Veséel iz of the first i-portince in this oése.fnd’understsnding

th-t Mr. Fox who hrs bheen empldyed.by the United St:otes os =2 Novel
Sonstructor is hi@hly'skilled in th@f grt cnd possessed of new
imnroved knovledse on thot subject I would teke the liberty to
surgest that it would be securing the vslusble curlity in this Vessel
of = éwiftvsailer of the dim~entions =z2nd draft éhould be obitrined

fTrom Mr. Fox. Presuming thet this suggestion may be cnooved

ed, I shell defcr giving precise dimentions until [ sh-=1l

b
be nossessed of Mr. Fox's dreft or until I shall receive vour further

instvructions. The propossls therefore now offered will g£o no farther

ttn to desigente the burthen of the vessel, (uality of meterisl

=nd monner to be finished refering to dimentions %o such &s shall be

o %
given. "It is not probsble that the Contractor for the Vessel

-ould undertske to furnish sails, rigging ete, themsfore thev will
not ve comprised in the object offered for the Contract.

ne vescel to agnsver the best purpose for A revenue Cutter
for this station showld be about 75 tp 80 tons burthen, =nd if for
carrving guns not less then 8 fect in depth of hold with a short

cucsrtrr deck. It will T conceive be en objeét for reflection with.
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~ Joniroctor whether © vessel of only 80 tong cnd so much as 8 feet

" hold can be rormed for swift s=iling. -~ I have the honot etc eotec,

o Oliver ¥Wolcott Merch 8, 1798.

I wrote wvou the ¢th inetrnt in answer to your letter of the
19%n ¥eb/. in whieh I mentioned the burihen of 75 to 80 tons cs
the must suitsble size for ¢ vessel to be employed os a fevenue
Cutter. I hﬁve.hfd since Turther opmortianity to inform myéelf
on this subject by conversing with Severel Navigatbrs-ﬁnd vith
Tvt, fecton of the Cutter SC.AMUEFL vho are of the opinion thwt the
hurthen ﬁ ht be incre~sed 20 or 30 tons nd s=till be conzhle of all
the purboseé of o sevenue Cutter -nd by this increase 5f tonnege
would be more suiteble for czrrying Guns, repeling attacks.@nd
cuarding the co;st |

I -m however still of oninion thet o Vessel of 80. tons if tb
be used merely as & Revenue Cutter end on borrd of which guns should

not be founé necessary would ecuslly as wellserve the purrose cnd

by =zving a wonsidersble expense be prefersble. - - ~ I heve ete ete.

P ? | April 17, 1798, M-
In consecuence of my edve tizement for the hull of a revenue

cutter I heve rooelved proroscls from five different ship cerpenters

or undertakers stating different prices from 28 to 40 dollars per ton

to compleat the vessel aocordln. to the Description cont ined in the
advertizement excepting the cost of the copper.for sheating, . I
h-ve selected Trom tre pronosels received two which are the lowest
in nrice rnd on otﬂér cccounts most wopthy of considerction, viz.

"m,. Brdgers ~nd Jrmes Hncketts, extracts from which follows:
. '\
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' Joseph vhipple.
Willism Bsdgers Shipysrd is ~t newazrket on this Riwer sbout 14
mikes from hence.  His term it will be observed is 28- @ollcrs per

ton rnd is the lowest thet h-c been received.

J-mes Hockett's Shipverd is on sm island in this haTbour and within

o mile of'the centéf‘of the town.  His price is 263 dollars ver ton.
The termsvoffered by Mr., Hockett 1s for prefersblyg to ony other that
has been received inssmuch es his timber is the best sezsoned of ény
on the river, th-t he will use locust Trunnels if desired of which
he h~= & ru~ntity on hand well sec:oned. i +1llowtnce is to he mede
by him for thc Yalue of the iron work saved by the use of Composition
snikes, bolts and rTudder hand if sich ere furnished by ﬁhe U.&.,the
nrobability of every nert of the work veing in gre~ter merfection
in workmenship &nd materiasls, & full confidence in punctv=zlisy as %o
the time of complesting the Vss-el -nd being in a situstion for
dayly inspection of sny officer who moy be employed for the purpocse.
I heve delsyed farwerding #khese proposals in expeétation of.
vour further instructions and thet diﬁentions and a drzft might be
obtrined from lMr. Fox but 2s the propoesszls especially'that of Mr.
Hackett admits of adopting any dimontians'that may be required,in,
order to faoilitate the business I now enclose them. I have ete ete

P.S L heve just £o0t your letter if the 3d instent in which the

dimentions of & Cutter is given, T think there must be & mistzke
in the oresdth, of 20 feet besm to 58 keel.  ‘the draft =nd model

of Mr. Fox when received will probsbly explein this metter.
Lxtrzct from Proposal'of VWim. Badger of Newnarket,
Yh-t he will build a Schooner of 80 tons burthen in = workm<nlike
menner lzunched =nd delivered in this port at~the rzte of 28 doll-rs

rer ton, to te compleated in the manner and of the kind of matericls
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Joreph Whipple}
cet Torth in the Advertizement efééﬁting the oohper of every kind
being nrovided at the mublic expense he will put it on.

sxtract froa t.¢ Pronosals of Jomes He ckett.

Tkét he ~il1l build the hull‘of o single decked Schooner for the
U.S. of 80 o 1:0 tons burthen of such dimentions, soenblings;df
timber &nd théckness of vlenk as shall be directed of the best
seasoned vhite osk timber end vnlenk, the deck of white pine clear of
sap and locust teennals if desired-fqr-28% dollars per ton including
me:s s Spors, 6ﬁkum,‘pitch, tar‘and turpentine, the joiners, peinters
and glaziers work, the iron ﬁork, the Plumbers work, the lesd being
furnished by the United States, to be sheathed with copper, the copper
pl=tes, nails, bolts ¢néd rudder bands of other metal then iron to
be prbVided by the U. S., sllowsnce to be mude for the Iron work
séved by the use of comvosition bolte etc so nrovided, to be
comnlected ord 1aun§hed in 10 or not exceeding 12 weeks from the

delivery of the araft, dimentions end directions to proceed on the Work

. To Oliver Wolcott | | May 4, 17884

lour letter of the 25th end 26 Oct., are received. the former
jesterdéj ¢nd the latter this evening with the Navel Constructors
opinions on the propossls for building =& Cutter‘transmiﬁted by -
I conceive% there wess an error in the Transceript of the dianfion

» . - .

being 58 feet keel, 20 Teet Beam and 9 hold, my remarks on receiving
ther were from my own opinion, thst a vessel would be crank with so
snort a bes and'incapable.of cerrying suns. Several persons
skilful in thé act'of ship building (#nd not cszrpenters) have since
confirmed this épinion._ Mr. lackett is out of town rnd hes not

veen consulted since those dimesntions were receiyed. ie is expecte”
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in tomorrow when I will mroceed with the Confract but the model of"
Mr. Fox ané the dimentions ~nd scantling of every vart wonld be very
zcceptable =nd L none they will be forwarded in Seeson for Mr.
Heckett t0 be guided by then. |

On the receipf of your letter of the 25fh, I sougnt after ahd
purchrsed the cendas, ccbles, 1 anchor end cgreed for the rigging -
finding those articles were beédming scarce and advsencing in price,
I #1lso agreed with a'founder for thc metalibolts, spikes and rudder
bands. “the price recuired for them is 42 cents but is not to
exceed the Price iﬁ Philndelphia, Be pleased to inform me whet

by

crticles will be forwasrded from FPhiladelphia, if eny, thet I msy be

o3

enebled to govern myself in making purcheses. And also respecting
guns, carrisges snd other erticles which m~y be recuisite for the
eruinment of the vessels; |

1 recuest also that wvou will be pleased to =advise me -Thether
ﬁub]ic monies in my hand, or whrt othér}funds will be zpplied to
replace =dvences 1o the builder for materisls, hatfing =2lresdy

exnerienced a difference of 10 to 20% in favor of ready monev in

the few articles which I heve purchased, I have the honor etc etc.

To Sec'y. S : » 5/21/1798.
I enclose you herewith the #eceipt of Nath'l. Rogers, late
m-rshall of tThe District of New Hsmpshire end the ;eturn of

Bradbury Colby the present marshsll etc etd.

o Sec'y, May 20, 1798
Mr. H-ckett received o few days since the mbdel for the Cutter

=2nd has, entered into contract to deliver her in 12 weeks from the
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loth instent. “he will proboblv be lsunched two weeks sooner.
L enclose a copy of the agreement. In the propossls it is

expressly mentioned thst thé Vessel is to be "measured in the mode
practiced in Philadelphia or Boston" wherefore he was unwilling
to adovt any other having founded his caloulafions thereon in
making proposals.

Mr. Hackett could not approve of the dimensions of the ¥essel

but considers himself bound to conform to the model refeived and he

S

renruests theat the dimensions of the masts and spars be transmitted

~s. soon &s possible. these will be necessary also in order thet

ct

he sailmsker meyv be set to work ond it should be observed by those
forming these dimensions theat our white plne used for stonding masts
znd bvowsprits will reculre & larger size than the heavy pine more
comuionly ﬁsed at the Southw=rd.

I connot find that copper for sheathing éan be procuréd in this

Yicinity; I #m informed that there is nome in Roston end I hope it

will be Torwasrded from Philadelphia. I have the honor etc ete.
To Proprietdrs of the Hope Furnace, Providence . an.'lS, 1798.

Understanding that your works are in preparation for making

cennon, I have to recuest you to inform me on mxkimgXezmnor whet terms

you'ﬁill_furnish me with 10 neatly mzde double Tortified 4 pound
cannons suitablejfor a. Vessel of sbout 100 tons to 120 tons, when
vou can deliver them,vhere whethér st Boston or Proﬁidenoe énd the'
price. They are for a public vessel and ready money will be.peid
for them. They must be light for their size end'very'neatly méde,
those cast sollid would be prefered if any ‘such are made.

T m ety ete,
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135 . Joseph Whinnle,

To Stephen Higginson, Boston. June. 15, 17¢8,

I understond you heve in your possession e number of double
fortified 4 pound ccnnons with their carringes snd other e~uipment

complete and suitcble for & vessel. I have occasion for sugh_
10 such guns fox the.use of é vessel building in this port for the
United States. I feduest thet you will be so obliging s tb
inform me whether those you hrve are for s«le end are suiteble for
the purvnose mentioned end wh-ot your price is for them.

If your snswer is favoursble to the object of this incuiry, I

will immediitely send for them &nd remit you the payment,. I =m etec.

To Oliver Wolcott June 17, 1798.

I teke the livberty to sugmgest to you thet the defenceless stat

-

of our herbour exposes the revenue of this district to loss and

the trade to insult by priveteers end other vessels of war which

m~y infest the oorst,‘The narbour being essy of access, such vessels
maj enter by dsy or by night znd there not being the smallest means
of imnediete defence the towns of New Castle end Kittery as well as
the Vessels 1a§ing in théAouter herboqr,'where they frecuently bdke

shelter when bound to other districts s well as those destined for

this port.

A return has been made to the Secretary of War of the Fortifications

erected by the Unitéd States. It may not be ilmproper to observe
that there are no guns'provided‘for.thé.fortification. A number

of csnnon for 8 to 32 pounders are in the Vicinity belonging to the

State, none of which ere'mounted, the old carriages being intirely

TS

useless.

I conceived it to be my duty to moke this representation to vou.

tho not imnedictely connected with my office. I would al=o obrerve
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thet the Citadel by permission of the Secretsry of Wnr is occupied by
the keever of the Lighthouse, there being no other residence

vprovided for him. o I am, Sir etec etc.,

To Oliver Wolcott ™ N -June o2, 1798.

| I conceived it to be vour intention by the direotioﬁs gliven in
yvour letter of the 16th ultimo thzt I shouid purchase 2ll the sﬁorés’
thet could be obtzined here both for filling and arming the Cutter
end th-t I should also decide on;the articles proper.fov thbée
nurnroses oub "5 there will be time to submit to wvour oonsidepation
and youw spprobftion @ 1list of the stbres wvich nre considered here as
necee crym I transmit you the srme for thst purvrose. If.there

are -nv articles contzined therein which you consider superfluous

be ﬁie*sed to note them thet they msy be omitted end if there be:
sny deficilencies be bleased to note them wlso, | In the mecntime,

I sh-11 proceed immediztely to csgzree for fhose crticles thst are
known to be iddisvensably neoessafy £nd which will recuire time to
nrEnire. A1l the sriticles mentioned in this list csn be
procured here except the following: 20 tons iron ballaét, 1 c=rhoose,
k0 ceonnon 4 pounders, 6‘sWivels, cannon'and swivel éhot, gunpovder,
mucketts, pistols, cutlesses. t'he tﬁo fi?st 3rtic1es (ballest
-and ccrboose) cannot be got but -t New York or Philedelphia from
whencé Iﬂrequest'thot you will be pleesed to ordsr them.. ‘The

cannon I heve written to Prorvidence for =nd expect to procure thenm

there . 411 the other of the above articles from the best informetion
yet obtzined I zhzll be eble to procure at Boston. Ten Mucketts ond’

16 nrurs ordincry nistols end some smoll articles of stores mszy be

rerioved from the SO/ MWMEL. I hae the honour to be etc etc.
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To ? - - June £2, 17¢8.

I find in séeking =fter ctorec for the new cubtter the following
nrtlcles Cﬂnnot he procured here. 10 4 pounde rs Cnnﬁon,.6 swivels;
connon and swivel shoﬁ, gunrowder, muskets, pistols snd cutlrsces.
Will vou We nlersed to inform me of whom in Boston I e¢rn get these
artiéles ~nd the prices of them if known by ybu. ‘I h“vevwritfen
to the provprictor of the Hop e Furnace in Providence resnecting the
cannon for inform~tion whether they =ill mrke them but h&ve not
their ansyer,

I wrote to Phila some time since for the ¢orpsr ni it s on its

wrv here, I rim etc ete,
¥.2, Since orderins the above, I have letter from Ohadich Brown of

Drovid =nce informins me thet he ¢ n Turnish c¢-nnon four nounders 2%
180 dollnrs ner pﬁir._ Is not this ¢n intollercble price ?
Tb Obndi~h Brown June 22, 17¢8,

I hzve be ore me wour letiter of the 19th in anéwef to miné of
the 15%h address d to the Pronrietor of the Hope Iurn:ce. Since
my letter wes written if h- = peen stoted to me thet the 4 nrounders
I wont are to be Durchesed at 170 dollers per pair. ‘Unless there
is eny 1= te advance I should not be willing to give more th:
given dby cher personé. ' Will you furnish them fof thet price ?
If vou will, be pleased to cest 5 pzirs of nesat handsomely made
douhle fovtlflnd 4 pounders ©s soon as may be snd have them rea
for  transvortation -s soon =s.moy be for %his rort if oprortunity
nresents, otharwise to Boston to the care of Genercl Lincoln %o be

rut on borrd the iirst coister for Port°mouth - - =T tm Sir etec ete.
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i .try of Lecmen

[

I Pncléfe 'ou herewith rm gopstroct of the
im the District of Portsmouth in the cusrter ending the Z%oth June,
17¢8. IlCOnnot on thi< oce: sion »f writins vou omlt to accure
you thr-t nmersonzl enemies by frlse renresentations must have affedfed
v removzl from ﬁn office which 1 erecuted with fle:sure ¢end attention
sné under & Government whoce lews it wee my grectest ambition to see

resnected, ' I have the honor to be etc ete.
THOMAS NIRTIN COLLECTOR 1708 1801.

Josenh VWhinnle.

o Mi1licwm Miller June 16, 180°.

[N
O

Sincee my lett -r of the 24 ultimo, I h- ve h~d the honor to recn

fqurs of the 20th. Flattering myself thet * should receive
dirscivions to invitg prorostls ¢ munlic notice in the Guzmettes or
otherwise for erectina the Lighthouse ot New Caztle znd <1so pﬁrticulsr
directions, models or drauvghts of the one pronosed which might h-ve
neen selected fromnthe returns mcde by the severesl qunerlntcnd nts of

Lizhthouses in the United States =nd particular directions to nroceed
on the business,.I haveAbeen £t 8 loss whether to consider your s=id
letter of the 20th the fin=1l direction on.ﬁhe subject &nd. if intended
tc such I should be graetified by more explicit directions. It is
sible thst some p-regranph of your letter may haeve been omitted in
conying. I have nevertheless circulsted incuiries for workmen =nd
materinls in order to foeilitcte a decision on such pronosels &s nublic
tibe for receiving th m mry rroduce. |
IT » description or model connot be transmitted from vour

Gennrtmont of the Licshthouse which is to be erected it will be neces~or:




[ 139 o «osenh “‘hionnle.

for me to mrocure Such ez rre cttrineble in this vicinity;-indeed I

have t~ken mersures for thi~e vurrose but I sm onprehensive they will
! not wve ép correct in descrintion rnd elisible in pnrovortion as those
within wour power to give, wherefore your further dlrections will be
gratifying to me.
It is not doubted here th-t the cession of the ground by the Sirste
to the United States includes Polock “‘ock.
in vour letter of the 7d A il you ere nlescsed to mention that

vou hrd comprehended the sum of 800 dollsrs in your genersl estimate

to provide = dwelling for the keeper of the lighthouse, this
] - indepencently of the Lishthouse misght be contrncted for =nd ousht not

to be delesyed but for which I do not pereeive thet wou h-ve given

directions. I #m prompted to renuest this direction by zn

information this day received from the keeper thot the rooms which

SR

he with his fomily occupies (snd which is & quarter of a mile from

' the Lighthouse) is cslled for by the owner and fro~ whence the keeper

must remove in a few days. I em ete ete.

I ) To ilbert Wellatin o . tug. 4, 1802.

1t becomes my duty to inform you of the decease of Mr. -drms,
| | Surveyor of this district. this event took place on lMonday 1lrst,
- I heve appointed o person to execute thé.duties of the office untill
5 | one shall\be eppointed by the President.. And és it may be your
A expectation or desire thet the neme of a suitable person to Till that
office should be tranémitted to vou by'me; I heg leave to name Lir. -
Georsze Wentworth who hc e been employéd‘in'the dutiés of the Custon

House #nd h-s evinced his attention and fidelity in office as well

2s his attachment to the Government,
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Ihe exorbetant prices demanded for Vesscels suiltoble for a

“evenus Cutter hes delayed the procuring one beyond the time

contemnlated, hs?ing however embreced the fharst occasion which

presented itself of obteining one at a decent price which is now

building ~nd will be reesdy for service in sbout 6 or 7 weeks.

T teke the liberty of tronsmitting to you the n-me of Hopley Yeuton

' for &c~ster =n? Benjemin Gunnison for mate. Cap Weaton formerly

served =s mester of the Cutter first esteblished 2t this station znd
wes ¢n ective and faithful officer, " Mr. Gunniszon who bore the

first metes commission was a2lso s faithful officer. etc ete

‘o Thomns 1w Tucker)] I'ressurer : Aug. 17, 1802.
I enclose you the receint of Michael lcClary, Marshal of N.,il,

for 310 dollars etc e tc.

To John Steele : ' - Sept. 16, 1802,

I have received from your office under dete of the 3lst ultimo
notice of the appointment of Georze Wentwortj, Surveyor of this

district e.c etc.

Y. llbert Yallatin | '~ .Sept. 27, 1802,

Ikad‘the honor to ﬁrite you on the 4th ultimo rsqussiiﬁg re%heotin
the “evenue dﬁtfef appointed for this station =2nd informed'you thet
I hed contracted for e new one to be built for:this use. I then took
the 1iberty to nrme to you two persons for officers wiose experienCe
cnd fidelity in the same stations formerly entitled th@m to the
recomnen@ation. ‘he vessel is now ready for the officers ans
sezmen to tske cherge of her »nd she may be got fb ses in o few dn~vs,

I beg leave now to renew mv mominstion of the officers Mr. Eonley
2

M~
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Yeston for inster +nd Benjamin Gunnison for riste, I:heve employed
- Mr. Gunnison to look after the Vessel while building =nd to atﬁend
to her rigging.
Col Lengdon whno is well acqusinted with the chrracter cnd cuality

of Uspt. Yeaton informs me he hoe writfen to the President of the

United Ststew respecting him. I have the honor etc ete, -

ro ¥illi-jm Miller Ugtober 10, 1802.

Agreezbly to vour recommendations per your letter of the 13th
o ugust I have extended notice for pfoposals for erecting a
Lighthouse on Polock Rock to Zos ton which together with the notice
in‘the pspers in this Stete has brought forvizrd number of pérsons
‘none of whom have yet offefed pronosals vwhich 1 concéived vorthy bf‘
tranémitting to yéu at present but severzl of them having recuested
time to make csleulations -nd to inform themselves of the walus of
sucen parts with which they are unaccuainted particularly the lentern.,
I flatter myself that in the course of the fall months I shs1ll be
able'to'find chdse whose terms shall sdmit of serious attention
whish shall be transmitted agreeably fo vour direction. |

In the meantime finding much diffioulfy in.procuring a.reSidence
for the keeper during ‘the summer and for the winter impracticsble
I conceived it necessary to entér into contract for a house for thétk
ourpose forthwith of which T have'agreed-toApay 800 dollers to bé‘
conmléted By the first dey of November znd I hope this agreement'
will meet vou T épprobation. In order to give dispatch to the
vork, I heve advanced money for the purchese for the purchase of
metariels asnd cm to nek e pvayment on the fulfillment of the contrzct.

‘“he cost of this building is greater thsn I contempleted but not
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obt~ining provosels for the Lighthouse with which to include i%_in.
the -contract, the season so fap advenced as ieft but & short time
for the workiend the necessity of 1t being evinced by the difficulty
of procuring a residence on rent, I was obliged to embrcce the offer

vhich presented. I heve the honor etc etc.

To Alvert Gallatin | » Mov. 16, 1802.

I do myself'the honor 10 make & representati on to vou of &n
-event which héghly respects the honor sndydignity of the United Etétes
«md in the tendency injurioué %o its interesats. The imbecillity
of the Judge of the district of Kew Hempshire is notorious, end a
representation o% it ought to heve been made to the Government by the
rnembers of Congress fr9m tﬁis State but probebly the howne bf his
reclaiming has prevented. Suits brought on bonds have been deleyea.
from the deficiency of the Court =nd émbarrassments have been seriously
attempted by attorneys opposed to the Government.

the céée which is the sucject of ﬁhe present reprecentation relates
to the Ship ELIZA, Wm. Ladd mester, owned by Eliphalet Ladd. This

hip srrived 2t Boston from Bonavista in the month of September, +the
- Ny 3

0]

cargo conéisted of the following articles, 189 Moys Salt consignéd to
Eliphalet Ledd, 2 boxes to Willism Lsdd the Master,_lBO goct skins,

4 pes cenvas, i sedond hand cable consigned to William Ladd the muster

»

ss stated by ke mapifest b§,which the ship was entered at Boston.
“ine two boxes and the goatskins were éntéred:in Boston end a Certvifiéd
copy of the manifcst delivered to the Master end thg permiésion to
proceed to this port with the residue of the cergo agreeably to the
3%rd Section of the Collection law., . On her arrivsl here, the

consiznee of the salt, Eliphalet Ledd, made entry of it and secured the
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dutyv. there remr.ined novw on board 4 pes canvas cnd one second
hand c=ble consigned to Williem Lsdd on which the duties were to

be se

(&)

ured. Several déys h~d elapsed and no particulaer entry
mede of these last mentioned crticles, when an informmnt éppeared
introduced to me by a letter from the Cdlleotor of Bostoh. The
informént stated thet he could ﬁake'proof'that'a number ofnarticles
were teken on board the ship =% ponavista which had.not been entered
or renorted at Boston end perticulsrly two cables, one of them new
and the other second (this lest wss in the menifest) of which there
was undeniablecproof they were purchesed et Bonavista by the mester
as merchzndize on his own account. On. this infofmation the
insrecting officer was celled unon respeoting the merch-ndize on the
manifest not entered by the consignee -, n=mely 4.pcs‘cenvas énd 1

econd hend cable. It =as found the canvas remdined on hoard

n

and that the cable wes lefnded for which no permit hrd been grented
ené on sesrch 1t was fouhd the new Usble not entered on the menifest
wes 210 1anded. | Seizure wes tnerefore made of bdth for lsnding
without a permit, one of them being reported in the manifésﬁ, the
other not. On inguiry respecting the value it was found the cost

of them a2t Bonavista was 525 dollars end therefore the vessel was

seized agreezbly to the 50th Section of the said Collection ict.

o livel was granted end the llth.instant appointed for the tryal.

. In the meantime the Judge, soon after the seizure of the
YVescel wes induced privately to appoint 3 gppraisers (persons knowm
%0 be narticulsrly adverse to the Mevenue and to the Government)
without the attendance or knowledge of thé.District Clerk or Lttorney;
These persons cppraised the £ cables at 240 dollars which had abmvé

500 rnd the'ship =t 3000 wich wes worth more than 8000. in order
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was grented on this isproper ~nd concenled procedure for the delivery

of the ship =nd the crbles.end without a certificnte from the Collector

of the peyment of the duty.es provided by l~w in cése of a legsl
appreisenent which the Morshall conceived he was obliged to comply
with, this being done, the cnbles were immedictely seized on the
grownd of the nonpaymeny}df duty. |

There the‘business rested until the 1lth, the daj appintéd for
the tryvel. A 'ihe ihformant with & nuwaber of witnesses from Boston
attendéd the tryesl. Lhe court wes‘opened at 3 o'clock qnd a few
ohservations mede, it being observed that the_Judge wes In a stéfe
of intoxicstion, it w:s moved to sdjourn until the next morning.
The Judge immwgdiately ordered ".djourn, I shall be sober tomorrow
morning. I em.now démned drunk.” |

r The cdprt was opened ~t 9 ofclock on the léth,‘the business
being resumed, the Cieimﬁnt produced the evidence of & n=ssenger on
board the ship stating thet in his opinion the Shin was in Wantlof
cébles. ihe Judge refused to hear the proofs showing that oﬁe
of the czRles was =2cbhbuslly renorted in the Mﬂnifest es merchzndize
consigned to the Mester and lsnded without pérmit and that tﬁe otherf
being a large new cable-was bent to the anchor in en informsl manner
“on her arrival on thé-Coast'for the declered pufpose of "saving the
duty" by glving it'the appecrence of the ship's cable, At this
stagze of the buéinesé withoutv giving eny attention to the evidence
or treatving thé csﬁse with any resnect or even debency deciared it
to be his decree "Th=t the shiﬁ cnd cables be delivered up to the
cl+irint. An =ppeal wrs claimed which wes ssserted to and retrected

severrl times in & disorderly menner unbecoming an officer of the

moet subordinate station. The ~ttorney recuested ¢ certificate
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thrt there was csuse of seizure. his wes refused with like

indecency. he attorney clso intrested him to give ottention to
the cruse, thot it was en importent one with respect to the Hfevenue,

ihe dJudge exclsimed "demn the *evenue, Adjourn the Court."™ and the

Court adjourned without day.

this ended the most farcial Court that perhaps ever disgrsced the

Governmant, mortifying to every friend of his country of whom mrny were

present.

I hesitated at zomplying with the decree end suggested the
reseizure of the property on the ground of the incompetency of the
and

other council it wes judged best to desist from any new proceeding

2nd rest it Tor further consideration whither an aepwneal should be

n2de or claimed at &« superior court.
I conceived it my duty not only as an officer of tuc nevenue
arermea Tor ivs safety under a dangerous example of freaud snd fatal

precedent of Judiciary decision but es & citizen feeling for the

dignity of the Government in the solemn proceedings of its Courts
of Justice to meke this representation to you end shall wait your
directions for sny new measures that may be judged proper to be taken

respectibg Ship XLIZA or the cable stafed'on the manifest znx as
merchandizem or any other me tter reSpecting'the shipment.
I fldtter myself that enruiry will be m=2de of those whose official

Stations will asuthorize a full snd more psrticular statement of the

prooeedings of our district court an’ thot a remedy will be provided

. by law s2s soon e&s Congress sh=1l meet.

I have to lement with extreme regret that in thuseding my duty

I have to expose the depravity of & man once remsrkable for his decency
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of behsviour at the Bor as on Attorney of striclh morsl rectitude &nd

for whom I entertcined personal esteem and friendship. I have ete etc.

To ilbert Gsllatin ' ‘ | " Dec. 29, 1802,

The greatest calamity that ever hefel the ‘fown of Portsmouth
took place on Sundsy lest of which the New Hempshire Gazette now
enclozed gives some of the particulers, The store employed for
confaining nublic propérty s5s well es the Custom Eouse was consumed.
But I have the éatisfaction to inform you that the books end paners of
the Custom House were all secured and the loss sustained was only the
st-mping press, the seals.and welghts znd some stores bélomging to the
Revenue Cutter. the weights can be sestored to use, come of the
office furniture was consumed.

~mong the sufferers are several.persons indebted to the United
St=tes on bonds Tor duties which the present calamity will render
distressing to them to discharge et the terms they are payadble snd
it .ouvld greatly relieve snd be sihgularly gratifying to such 1if
¢ vrolongation of the term of credit could be authorizéd by en Act
o*¥ Jongress as it is now in session and which would tend to evince
the continued attenﬂion of the Government to relieve the distresscd

of the peovnle. T have the honor to be etc etec.

Fa

Yo ilbert @alletin . Dec. 31, 1802.

I received some time ago from ;ohn Steel, Comptroller of fhe
““raesury the President's comaissions eppqinting Hopley Yéatdnnand“
Tenjemin Gunnidon ©s master cnd mete of the Revenue Cutter. . . fter.-
delivering the Cormissions it wes discovered that the secls were

nissing. etc etec. I hzve the honor etc ete.

2
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To ¥illi-m liller - - ipril 5, 1803,

ffter =

i,

long cnd clore attention bo the.Act of Congress Tor
rebuilding ¢ Lighthouse in this district communica ed to me by your
letter of the 22nd of April last ond directed in éubsequent
communications, I heve not received such propocsals as would justify
ny c¢losing the verms of thelr reception but 1t ’is heoessamf now to
communicate such <¢s heve been received.

The unaccucintedness with this kind of erchitecture of our
mech<nics evinced by the grer~t variety df escess in‘aalculotions
whnich heve been vroduced to me led me to extend my notice and
correspondence to every point on which probability existed of =a

favoursble terminstion.

the result of all this is thst I am enabled to transmit ;ou p

proposals only from 5 persons for your exsmination c¢nd for the

\ g

consider=ztion with wvou of the Sesretrry of the Yreasury and for his
decision whether either of them con be accepted or not, =211 of which
exceed the sum approprizted. i nuﬁber of other propossls have been
mede tut their amount hes gone so for beyond the limits in their
terms or are from persons in whorn I could nof confide for their skill
in Viorkme ship thet I heove selected‘them onlyr for your view on which
it is proper I should mekes & few remarks.' |

fo. 1. Proposals from Henry L.W(?) ¥iggin residing sbout 10 miles fronm

vhence, SThese men 2 re czrpenters understanding in the construction
of dwelling houses, nut have had no knowledge of the wvorkmenship of |
Lighmhquses ~nd their pronosals fsor exceed the sppropristion,

o. 2. Mr. Hobart lives in Pittston, district of Maine about 200

miles esst of this town. I h-ve corresponded with this gentlem~n

on the zubject 'nd confered per=sonzlly with him. He is well
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informed resnecting these buildings, hr-s attended the counstruction
of' severnl lighthouses and would nrocuregood workmen for execuvting
the several kinds of work in the best menner.  .His terms exceed

thr appropriation 850 dollzrs.

No. 3 Messrs Beél snd Thoxter reside at *ingham 2bout 0O miles fron

b4
Boston. rhGV"Te cqrnentcru by profesclon end h ge nrecced several
lighthouses in Missachusetts, Yhev arve recommended to me hy Gen.

]

Lincoln, Collectof of Boéton, who hes emnloye ed them £nd who 4 SSUTES
me‘they are}faithfu1<and skilful workmen. Their term exc eeds the
spprovnriction by 750 dollsrs,

RO, 4; 5ilrs Frink lives about 3 miles from ﬁhis torm, is an
U“hprloncea rnd a2pproved éarpenter.and ié cab blp of constructing
in ths strongest menner =~y kind of frsned wbod building. 'his

nronosal 1s verbel st 5000 dollsrs.

-~

—

No. B Benj. T. Gilmrn resides 15 miles ffom hence, is not » carbentef
but is posses qéd of grest mechenical abwlity end from his charecter

T ém of ovinion he wo:l1ld czuse the wowvk to he execuied in the best
molUner. His term~ zlso evceed the appropriation by 650 dollrrs

bhut is 1oﬁer than any other hitherto pronosed. From the édVTnced
price éf 1abour.end materiels I em &vn ppTe hens1ve ]O”pr pronosals then
these will not be obtained this yeép or at any,thlmez while 1abour‘

continues to be in so high demand. etc etc..

To Gobriel Duvell | . May 2, 1803.

“he ‘et Tor the relief of the suffered by Fire in Portsmousth
(nreced the 19th of Febh. 1a°t)h vingz been oonstrued hy severzl mersons
vho hrve claimed tha benefit of it, nut Jhose'cases I concelve does

not come within the mecning ond intention of the law, I :m constr-ined
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J to cunmit to vour direction. I t-le the liberty to stetec to you
t ! . .
ulj the sever=l c¢loims thot have heen mede, nE haveAdivided the
j different desrees of loss into clzoeses 2nd particularizéd some}of them
| | S .
. _whieh ~npear 0 be necrly of the same degree cs Tollows:
E cless one‘are those whose house or ;tore océupied by tﬁem391VQ3

vith their effects.

; 3. rhose vho hrve occunied s_hiré&‘houée store in which thev lost
f effzcte. o
| 3. rose whose house or store occuried hy others'wére burnﬁ.
g 4. iro=e who hrad goodé deno~ited in stores not owned oy themaelvec
: nor under their immedirte occursncy.
| S. One who lost » =hip'-~ 11 in < sicl loft thet woe Lurnt, volue
| Doll. 350 -ng sustoined o iér ar r:ée o vizste of pilfevage on remdév-l
i to =void the fire to the v-lue of Doll. 140,
%.3 6. Those who svprehending dcmoge from the epprbﬁch of the fire,
| vermoved their effects to plices of greater safety in which sundry
l “rtieless were lost by nilferecge or weste.
j 7. One who is a member of = fire insursnoe' omuany estu-blished =zt
| Boston which comnazny were insurers on some of ﬁhe nronerty locst by
the fire whose provortion of the loss is stated to he 190 dollurs.
8. those who suffered o lo<s by the fire snd are on bonds ss Suretier
- subject to suit the principal heing sbhsente—
€. vhe first four ciasses h";é/;dmitted to the relief contemplated
by the 1=w znd tekeﬁ noaw bonds 'freeably thereto, the‘remﬁining four
; heing in my opinion either insdmlgwﬁb]e or doubtful. I cgk the
, fevor of your direction whether they shzll be zdmitted to the
| ~rolonsed credit nllowed by the law, I em ete ete.



150 . .
Josenh vhipple

4 .

To Williem iller . tveust 12, 1803,
I wrote you on the 296 vltimo immedistely on the receint of
iie 12%h vherein L st-ted the improbebility of effecting

=~ contract foxr the Lighthouse 2t dew Uzstle in the limits .pronoced,

that part of the work which h=ad been included in former

i

Consiﬁerin
celculation might be omitted or del&yéd 2t present aﬁd heing alarméd
at aAreceht representeﬁion of the'inoressed_defects in the old
lishthouse, I have concluded on such modifications s£s I conceived
nossible ond hsve this dav entered into Contrect withia.‘uilmﬁn

to 2rect snd completé the said building for the sum of 4300 doll:urs.
the mrrts omitted by this modificstion though not indisoénécble for
bringing the Licshthouse into ﬁse, ave nevertheless sssentisl toAthe
comnletion of the establishment. they consist of # Cozusewnw -nd
n-rt of the nrinting which m-v te done at o future time -nd L hone

here *ill be ro Aifficulty in obtaining =n =zdditionsl znnropristion

ot

for thet purvose. - Be nlecsed to obtein the - ssignment of the
re~uilsite funds for the fulfillment of the Contrect on our pert which
are to be in four ecusl pavments the first of which I heve zdvanced to

him and the last is to be made on completing his contract on the 12th

of Nov. next, - I heve the honor etc etc.
To Jomes Mzdison ' o . Nov. 19, 1803.

I h~ve the honor to enclose you an sbstract of the fegistry of

ertificates of

Ca

Americon Seemen who heve recelved from this office
their Jitizenshivp in the 34 ' w rter of the present yesr. Sever=zl
imoressments of secmen h-ve tcken plsce during the sbove mentioned

-usrter by British Vessels but in instandes vhere the seamen were

not provided with pnrotection.

Uneinst-mee
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Cne inctrncee of insnlt - vnd »illrse of stores rnd stock took pl-ce

on - vessel of this port in tihe Wert Indies by ¢ Vesszel having the
appearusnce of ¢ privstcer who did not acknowledpe to whet nztion
they belonged, the zppearcnce znd lenguage of the people were wnglish.

I h=ve the honor to be ste ete.

'Y'o Jrmes liedison ’ : Feb. 11, 1804.

— - - I have the mlessure to inform vou thet no instence
of irpressment of se~men or other 1ll usege hvs occurred to our trade
h«5 :one to‘ny ¥nowledge during the said -usrter excent the impediments

to our vessels entering the rorts of Guazdaloupe rnd Mzrtinicue under

the vretense of blockede by British Cruizers, I have etc ete.
rol Llbert Yallatin “July 20, 1804,

the new lighthouse on New C-stle Island at the entrence of the

herbour of Yortrmouth contracted for by Senj. J. Gilman being now

sompleted and the payments therefor made ete e te.

1he o0ld lirshthouse now remzins to be disposed of. ihe wood
materiels on exeminstion were found unsuitable to work into the
ceusewsy as fdrmerly nroposed znd the pu#lding remains stending, these
m-teriasls might be employed by the fisherménain this vicinity for
repsirihg¢the'fishhouses to whom it migh? be sold for thet purnose.

The lantern which hes a good iron frsme gnd covered with.copper{
hight be placed on anf new lighthouse to ﬁhioh'its sizé would be
«pplicrble end to which use I woulé recommend it. Its size é feet

2 inches in diameter and 5 feet 8 inches in height. I have etc ete.
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1o Jemes picdison : . fugust 2, 1804,

I transmit you herewith sundry paﬁérs reldting %o es probfs
of the impressments of two imericen ?eémenm James Gervin (?) and
John Neal from Vésselé belonging to this port. o

. . . . e
No. 1 Is the mnster's protest on the impressment of Jrmes Gorvin.,

¥o. 2 ''ne denosition of the mester 'nd the mate to the 1lmpressment.

eposition of John ¥@llins =nd Thos. Zarvin of the nstivity

A
o}
ot
o

of Jrmes Usrvin,
No. 4, A copy of the proof of citizenship produced &t the Custon liouse

on which & protection was grented.
No. 5, Yhe deposition Charlers Elunt of the impressment of John iesl,
N

Jrmes Gsrvin tho' & seomrn (on hir first voyage) is =zon to

tn

4]

respectable fermer in this sivate #ud is volueble to his friends who
heve shown =z pzainful solicitude for his relercse,

Jonn Nezl is & citizen of Msssachusetts.. I have the honor etc.

t'o Jemes Modison ' Nov. 13, 1804,

I h=ve recéived from the Depsrtment of‘State under cover from
Vr. Brent a lettervfrom Henry Stoodley, an impressed Ameriéan Jeamen
to the smericsn Consul at Surrinam with directions to obtain and
trensmit evidence df the Citizenship Qf said. seamen which 1 nov
sccordingly tb said direction enclose hérewith~oonsisting of thé
following nspefs. | |

io. 1, & protection in the form issued to Seamen who produce proof

@)
Lo
ot

eir citizenship.

Certificote from & notary publie, on the production of which’

=
Qo
L]
AV
5

"9

document called a protection is granted by the Collector,

ct
o
o
in

Qu

st

one of more similoer to which hes been issued by me to be transmitted

to the s21d Si0odley since his  inmprgssment.
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k Yo. % .. deposition more formellv trken bhefore e notoery of the

citizen~hiv nd n:tivity of the scid sesmon.

’

ihe original lett:r from the Seszman to the Consul nt Surrinsm

\ I return agree~bly to the recuest of Mr. Brent. I hsve etc etec.
. \

Dec. 10, 1804,
‘'he smellness of the scalsry of the Lizhthouse

keeper bein:s only 200 dollcors per annuwm has long been = subject of

l complnint 2nd is really insufficient for the sunport of his femily .

consizting of five persons. Since the estoblishment of the

| militery =t the fortific=tion adjoining, he hes not rrceived the

smellest bhenefit fron Uerden, the razisine of poultry or of swine
3 Fh .

\ which he Tormerly derived some advanteze fron, =2nd circumstances

i does not =sdmit of his aveiling himself of the vininity of =2 good

Tishing ground to anyv =dvantage. o benefit from entert=ining
s seafTering peovle or others has or cen be received in his siturtion
and nf

the size of the Lighthouse h-s been considered

o

& criterion

'nd very Jjustly, other circumstsnces being ecual, that of ours now

‘30 feet to the lentern will I flatter myself have due weipgnt in.

|

<

considering the propriety of an addition to this keeper's salary.

Yo Albert Gallatin - Feb. 24, 1805,
n o R . .
Lgreesbly to wour epproovalBion of the enpointment of a second mrte

PN

§3r the _evenue Cutter NEW i MPSHIRE in this statioh, I tcke thekliberty
to recomnend James Mitchell es & fit person for that office s#nd
{Snsidering it essential to the good of the Service, I have anticipateé
the receipt of his.commission bv plagéng him on board the Cutter on

oI present cruize the easten boundzry of the U.S. which 4 hope will

%‘so meet with, your epprovsl. Liheve the honor <tic eto.
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1o g]hert‘ualletin ‘ _43 , | | e t. 18, 1805,

Cbmpiﬂints having been made to me.by the keener of the’Lighthoﬁse
thet thehéoldier; in the Hort “dJOlnln his dwelling plfered hié
property and thet ‘disputes fnd ~uarrels frecuently fobk nlace o
between them and his femily arising from thece petty thefts and to
other abuses-and notwiﬁhstanding the utmost care ond sttention Qf
geptein Yales, the comaznder =t the fort to enforce good order'anﬂ-
discipline in the soldiery, disordev an’ sasbuse often oéeur.

these difficulties were @pprehended to be unavoidable on the first
establishment of the soldiery aﬁ the Fort unless & sepiration should
be made beﬁween the family.of the housekeeper snd the “Yerrison.

I beg lesve now to mropose this sencration which mzy be effected

by erecting & fence on the southerlv and westerly lines of the nublic

‘ground lesving out the keepers house, the Lighthouse snd a passzge
to the s=me. I have lately been on the ground with the commsnder
of the ga rrison end we conceive the separation would be of utility as

O

=
ootk

fux

t respects the gerrison as well a- the lighthouse establishment.

If the project meets your approbation =#nd that of the Secretary
of Wor (to-whom Cep. Yales rnd myself have written on the subgect) bhe
vleased to give the necessary dlrectlons for the purpose.

I concieve a considersblé part of the labour might be performed
by the soldiers A | I have the honor etc ete
10 Henry Dearborh; Sec. of War Sept. 18, 1805.-

fermit me to TrTecuest vour recollection of,the objects which
resented on your ex minetion of the Fort at *ew Uestle the 1l-st year.
t which time ivhad the plezsure to attend you thither, the

sckerings WhiCh then had frecuently taken plsce between the soldiers

3
Y
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end the femily of the keeper off the Lighthouée(énd which from their
contiguity was unavoidrble still subsisté. | I h;ve lately been

on the ground with Cecp. Geales in order to see in what ménner these
difficulties may.bé obvinted snd we have considered on & mode of

sepcretion which we conceive would affect this object, namely to erect

g Tence {of posts and boards) on the Southern line of the fort to the

<

vestern boundary of the public ground near the fish flakes thence

northerly to the weter within the herbour leaving out south and west
of the fence enourh of the ground together with the Lighthouse and

the keeper's dwelling house as will admit of = sultable pessage.

ry

vhe plean contemplates the placing of a gate on the rosd leading off

the parade westerly which Zeaptsin Gates considers useful as it

(4]

resnects the gérrison,

L

I neve written to the Secretar& for his direction 2s it resvects
the Lighthouse estsblishment. I conceive that much of the lcbour
in nlecing the.posts for the fence etc misht be performed by the
Soldiers. Cep. Grleg hes furniskkd me With the plan of this fence
which I enclose hefewith. I think his estimate of materials is

rsther overrated. I have the honor to be etec etc.

To ilbert Gallatin YVee, 3, 1805,

I hzd the honor to refeive wvour letter of the 5th Octobher

authorizing a fence t» be erecied between the Lighthouse ground

C

end gsrrison of Fort Constitution: I heve visited the place in
order with Cap. Yales the comnernding officer to decide on the line

or nlzeing the fence, @nd having sgreed on this point, I hrove

h

estim~ted with the utmost ececur=cy the cost of the materisls recuisite

for such fence as Cop Goales conceives would be proper s£ndé which snpecrs

TS

TRy
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to me necessary fTor the object contemnleated in erecting it.

We find the cost §f mrterials consisting of mumber, bdards? nils
*nd spikes thus estimated emount to Dolls.253,60. Onp. Ualtes
infomms hg hé rs amonst his crtificiers carpentérs who méy be
emploved for the greater part’of the 1abogr agreeasbly to srrongements
m=de by consent of thé Seeretarv of Var, I think it wquld he
proper however to employ.one ¢ roenter on whose care snd experiénoé
in such work confidenoe mey be mlsaced for due ecoromy in the
anplicetion énd eare of the materials to prevent weste. By the
sbove estimate 1t appezars the 200 dolls to which the exnenditure is.
limitted will be~in,adequate to the purrose without tzking into
considerction ony pert of the lsbhour ietc ete,

.1 heve also to recuest wour directions respecting the old
lizhthouse ﬁhich rémians standing. A It wes forerly pronozed to
sovly tre wood materisls toward moking & causewéy to the new |
fighthguse but on exemination they were found unfit. It is indeed
unfit for almost any usé gxcept Tuel end~but'little velue for that.

In seeking vurchasers I found only 10 dollsrs offered for. the wood

moterisls. There is much danger of its blowing down in which cese
the lantern would be ruined. I would reéommend the sell ing of

the materials at auction except the lantern which if sold in this
monner would obtain only the value of the old iron and copper but

may be applied.to the use of z Lighthouse to which the size should

be suitable being 6 feet 2 inches dizmeter ~nd 5 feet 8 inches in

height. ., I heve the honor to be ete ete
To Jrmes Madison Feb, 17, 1806. "

I heve the honor to enclose you herewith a return of the registry

o
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of ‘mericrn se-men who hrve msde nroof <nd received certiricactes

of their citi=enship in this district in the 4th cusrter of 1805,

I enclose :1lso proofs of the citizenship of John Downing whose friends
ere nnxious for his‘release, his neme appears on the grzettes under
the Pﬁthority of the Department of State._ “His last letter to hié
friends (who lives near this to'n) is dated Greenock, Scotlend,
Merch 7, 1805, on bozrd a ﬁritish t“hiv of War which he writes PARTELLE,
John Simpson, Commsnder.

certificate of the attestotion of Jemes Gunnell that %0 ‘mericen

Sesmsn were detained on boerd = British Guardship.

A stotement of Joshus Mortin of imerican Seesmen defﬁined on borrd the
Bri+ieh Shin CiMBRIEN lztelv cruizings on our corst.

A 1ist of 19 mmpressed ‘merkcen Sesmen now on bard the British

Trigste DILNL, I heve tht nonor etc ete.
Lo Jrmes Modison ’ Mey 18, 1806,

I heve the honor %o enclosenyou herewith a Yfeturn of ‘mericen
Je~men wWho héve mnede proof »nd received certificetes of their
citiﬁenship in thirs district In the first cuarter of 1806.

I enclose also proofs of the citizenship of Robert Rogers born
in berwick, Nooh Perker, Jun., born in Kittery end Thomss Jones born
in ¥ewbury port, in the State of Masrachusetts, zll of whom hsve been
" iwpressed cnd are detained on board Eritish Shiés of War., ‘he fother
of No~h Parker, Jun.; has stnted me thet his son exhibited = protection
to the iﬁpressing officer who took it from nim and tore it to piedes.
In z2ddition to the fbregoing, I enclose a proof of the impressment.
of ¥Willlrm Leer, = native citlzen of this towm of Portsmouth cnd who
was forcibly teken from a vescgel of this vort rd wns in nossession

of ~ nrotection. I have the honor to be etc ete
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Gobricl Duv:l _ KMoy 19, 1806
- - - - In the present -ccompts is a chzrgs sgrinst the

Huviﬁe ifoepital similar tvone in the preceding cuarter - -~ - - -~
Permit‘me4to tské occaesion at this time to incuire vhither cn¥y
norticuler mode hns been adonted in the Hospital sgency for éupplying
spplicants in such plaées like this where no public hosnitecl hrs been

estoblished. The instructions to me cs egent appear to restrict

the relief to such persons as are not more porperly objects of realief

under the poor 1laws, The lcws of this Stofte resnecting the poor
cre so huvmene that none are left without the means of relief, It

is hbweVer considered here unrerconable th&t‘a Cecmon hoving meny
ve=rs heen subject to the tex should become an expense to hisz towm
wnen he csn no longer wupport nimself, or through = tempor ry debility
shoculd need Telief. Menv rnplications hove been made to me by
indigrnt seamen which 4+ hove tresisted =s the (?) mode of relief would
sncournie ciﬁimé it sdmitted without greotv cgution which wo:ld be very
exnencive, I have.in the two instoneces which hrs been admitted,
restricﬁeé»the relief to medicrl assistmnce.end nevgssafy fooc.

shonld fnv hew mo~e be directed, or practice'ﬁdmittéd ennliczble to

this district, yvour sdvise or instruction would obligze me. I =m etc et
t A 2 - - [

L'o 5’mes Medison . : L ‘July 25, .18086.

'i h<ve the ﬁbnor to enciose you hefewith an abstract pf'the
Aeggpistry of ‘mericon fecmen whe heve made proof'of.their citizenship
~nd received certificétés thereof in th@ 24 quarter of the pfesent
veur, romrs Miers end Ebenerer Powell steted in e 1ettér from

sir. R. Cuith to be impressed on boesrd the British Frigote TOLONT.IRT

from the Brig RIO of Portsesmouth, N. ¥.,, do not cvpecr on the 1li<t of
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of Sermen lodmed bv the mrater 4~ted the 34 of July, 1801, nor cecn

thoir citizenshin be treced. The RIO r~g sold foreisn 'mnd it is

d

D

nrobnble there sermen eantered on ho-rd cfter the vovoae bermincte
v one of the aeimen whose n-me is on the 1list :nd who rem-ined on

D

bo rd until the scle of the vessel asserts that no such versons were

knovm to him. . . I hcve the honor etec etec.
1o Gobriel Tavel fug, 20, 1806,

~- = = - = - ~TIncnectors c“pointed in this district ore zlso pluced
on hozTd vessels belonging to the town of Kitbtery which mrke entryr -

ot the nort of York and are detrined severcl aayes until =n inspector

from York is sent on board. I would %tcke occoasion to notice

for wour informstion 'ﬁnﬂ to obt-in your opinion, th~=t vessels
belongines to Kittery contibue to enter and clear at York hoth on
foreien vovoges and cozstiwise, It is understood by the officers

of the customs of this district thet by the ict of the ©5th Feb,,1801,

annexing Berwick and Kittery to this distrmct, =1l entries:» clecrances,

ection are to be mzde and verformed under the zuthority of this

o7}

znd insp

district excent thet "the master of any ship or vesesel hofing

. merchendize on bocrd destined for either of seid places mar moke entry

% his option with the Collector of York ond obtain permits for the
delivery thereof ©s heretofore.” - There is're rson to than it

would te for the security of the * evenue to confine the entrle and

.

ins nectlon to one district.

To .ibert Yollatin ‘ Dec. 17, 1806.
‘fhe Lct prohibitting efter the 15th of November the imrortotion

of certnin rriticles from Gre~t Britoin end its denendencies h-ving
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excited aﬂprehensioﬁ in the minds of suniry persons vho hnd ordered
shipments in Inglend of merchendize within the descrintion of the
rrohdm»ition. snplication wr s mnde 46 me for inform~tion of hot
vorld be the result of an importﬁtion when accident or unforseen delcy
h~d protvrceted their rrrivel until‘after the limitted meriod. But
as the 1w m-kes no provision for o reténatisnuof its @ ation, my
“nover could thy he, aos my dpinion, thet by a fair exnosure of their'
invoices énd on = proof o” the earlyvorders and.shipment of their
goods, e fevlursble issue of &n ‘li ation to Congress for relief

micht be entertained., - - - - I have the honor etec eté.

vo Jimes Mzdison S Feb. 7, 1807.
T heve the honor to enclose wvou herewith ¢ return of the
reciastry of “merican Seamen vho having proved their citizenship in

istrict hzve received certificstes thereof in the ~usrter

ct
o,
D)

jol}

ending the 3lst of December, 1806,
L enélose e1lso the cezses od two American Sesmen who hove been
impressed and are detained on boerd of British Vessels of War
Williom Russell, born in Portsmouth, N. H., imp}eséed from the
Schooner MARSHALL. | | |
No. 1 is the denbsition of Sally Russell, mother of said Willism cnd
Bennlpg Lorrill wltn whom he served his anprentloeshln.
No. 2 is the letter of Captein Hath with whom he sailed, dsted at
Teghorn Sep. 96, i806, to Captain MOrrill‘informing of ﬂis impressmeht‘
by on officer Trom a Briti§h armed brig who stete d her to be ftne
FIéH;LL, Cap. Williame but which he learned was the L'OBSHERVATION
Cept. Clisson. | | '

fo. 3 is Russell's letter dated 17th ‘ug. on boerd L’O,uTRVETION ﬁt

ntgi cu
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aticun to Thomrs Lthemas Lunt of the Sch. INDUSTRY then at th-t
iel~nd soliciting Cep Lunt's.interpos;tion to obtrin his‘releasemént.
John Covel born inIBGlfast, Mass,, impressed from the Brip TRITON
in both these instances of impfessment it s#mpears the impressing
officer chose %o concezl the true neme of the ship cnd commnder,
end thct hes been the cese in most instence thet hove come wifhin
my knowledge. From Capt Beck's accouﬁt with cofroborating evidence .

John Covel wrs impressed on board the Br. Frigete CAMBRIAN (?) vho

errived soon after om one of the southern ports. I heve ete ebe,

o Jemes Msdizon - tov, 27, 1807.

I heve tﬁe honor to enclose vou sundry pepers relr tive to.the
imprescment of ;meriépn sermen wnd the detention, pillsre ond
cohdemnation of property oé Jitiens of the U, S. in vessels belonging
to this district. |
1. The affidavit.of abner Withem descriptive of his Son Georze Yitham
N impressed seemon on board & British Ship of War, refered to in =
1étter from the Department of Strte dated Oct, 6, 1806.

2. ZIbenezer Berry sn impressed sescman on board the British Ship

*

S?RVILIAVTE, John'Bligh, commender. — Proof of his bir th end

citizenship and e letter addressed to him from his friends.

2. John ®eding mester of the Sch. SCYTHIAN, his deposition of ill

. _ ,
treatment from enk ¥nglish armed brig supposed to be a privateer
belonging to Doninica.

4 Jemes Holmes, mester of the Brig NEUTRALITY, his denositfon to

- .

3,

the ceznture of said bripg by & British privateer Sloop called the
TRIENDSHIP, John Connolly commsnder, ond his detention &t St. Kitts.,
tryal =t intl-ua ond condemnstion of 80 hhds snd 16 bhls sugnr which

were american Property, the pillage of the vessel whilst the mester
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D]

ent at ‘nticua attending the trynl and the impressment of 4

il alay f.‘-b
Vet LA Ditd P

o

2

of his sermen by 2 British Ying'é Brig called the F.RT, Coombs,
comﬁcnder.

No. 5, Joseph B. Hzrt, m:te of the above meﬁtiohed Brig HEUTRﬁLITY,
nis deposition to the impressment of the 4 sermen Jduring the sbsence
Cant. Holmes, viz Daniel Shays, John Ball, Theodore Young @nd Jemes
Hight, to which is added the depositibn of said John Bzll since his
returﬁ home énd'who mede his escepe by swimming from the British.

armed vessel above mentioned.

-l

person=1ly know John Bsll ané Theodore loung hoth of whom

vroved their citizenship ¢nd received protections at this office.

‘To Jemes dcdison : . Feb. 2, 1808,

. 1 enclose «lso the denosition of Jonn Noble to the imoressment

To Llbert “Yallatin Feb. 2, 1808;

I heve tht honor to transmit youxr herewith enclosed my .account of

exnenditures for the Lighthouse establishment in this State for the
4%th cuarter of 1807; In this account is included the expence of
erecting a fence between the Lighthouse ground and that of the

zdjoining Fort. . The sales of the deccyed wood meterials of the

0ld Lighthouse is brought into the present ascount whioh*having bYeen

sold on condition that the'purchaser should take dovm the lentern
leaves on hand a lantern 6 feet 2 inches in dismeter and 5 feet 8
inches in height sultable for s small lighthouse which will recuire

but 1litile repesirs etec euvc.

AT
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Yo Albert Gallstin | o Feb. 10, 1808.

4t the close of the 34 éuartér of the lest yeor,.Benj. Gunnison
first mate of the “‘evenue Cutter on this station being much efflicted
ﬁith reumatic complaiﬁté recuested permissioﬁ'to retire from the
duties of thst Stetion, The sudden resignction of this officer
lgft no time to nominate one for approbation. . I therefore accepted
the offer of Jemés Hooper who hed been well recommended to £ill his
'place for trval. Mr. Hooper after sbout one month's service Whilsf
on 2 cruize on the eastern corst of the U. S., was teken sick and
after o short illness, died on bosrd the cutter, Jrmes Mitchell,
£nd mete, being out of Mealth hrs also resigned that office.' I

heve plzced on board itwo persons &s 1st and 2d mete temporzrily and

4 will forward their names for nominstion when on due tryal their

£00d cherecter shall be confirmed.

The master of the cutter several years ago reruested me to
solisit the eppoint ent of an additional officer to vhich you aeeded
(0ct. 29,180¢) but es no suitable person there presented and I
conceived our pecceful corst aedmitted of the eoondmy of seving thet
expense, none was ﬁominated. ' Cevn. Yeaton haz now stated to me

the usefulness of augmenting the armement of the vessel and proposes

the 2 Gdition of one male and four boys end the vessel being too small

.for cannon,. the means of defence with other srms would be »roper.

‘This he has steted to-be 12 swivels, 2o musketts, 10 pairgi=i¥=z pistols,

15 cutlasses, cartridge boxes etc. ‘he present crew of the'cuttef
aonsists of 1 master, 2 mates, 5 seamen and 2 boys. By the
imnrovement pronosed they will stand thus:—ll m-ster, Sjmﬂtes,'5 seomen
#nd & boys. ‘ It would b= 2 velusble ilwmnrovement in our public

service thot more boyes be employed ~n’ the mesns of instruction

introduced having in view the cualifications for sermen, navirsotors
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.ond nilots tndbthrt this duty be rssigned the Junior Officer; e

suitable chareacter being selected ror tnot stotion. . This'pinn might
be extended.to gunbozts ond other nublic vessels; | o
‘o ﬁenry Dezrbor, Seé. atAWnr. - Feb, 22, 1808;

I hed the honor to receive vour letter of the 2nd instant cnd
h-ve in conjunction with Gov, IL-ngion =zpplied fo Mr. Peirce on the
subject of 3 murchase of e few cacres OQ‘hié Island. He edheres
to the price which he before n-med viz 750 dolls ner acre, zhis‘
unre=sonashle ovrice being mre then four pimeé its volue precludes
farther tresty with him on the subject. The terms reruired by
the owners of Fort Sulliven is e~uslly ekoeption&bly;

I h~ve Jdelaved informing wou the result.of this epplicstion until

Sy

I should be enablzd to discover the mroprietor of thst high spot of

ground =71lled Botsery Hill on Xittery side of the harbor on which

worke were erected in the yesr 11746 when =2 French scucdron was

D
3

7w

ected on this corst. I find this ground was the confisceated
estete of an c2bsentee ond wes sold by David Sewall of York who wes
arnpointed agent in thet cszse. Judge Sewsll writes me that on the

sele of the lend he reserved about 2 acres coverins the site which

(LI

now bélongs %o the State of M?SSachﬁsetts.; This spot I conzmeive
would be ceded by that State for the purposeAin cueétion on
applicatiéﬁ for it. "~ Gov. Lensdoun will write the bxecutive of
Mass;, the result of‘which shall be commubicated to you.

Thisvis the most elevatea spot on the hoerbour having the commznd
of eﬁery part below the island ¢nd the ships entering must run.one-~

line in & line direct for it beforc they reech the present fort.

There might be erected 2 sm21l by strong Battery with few Csnnon ¢t

1ittle erpence #nd being on the mring met pe suvecoured sveedily on the

L




1‘65 . ' 5o senh wh iﬁple...

csudden arprosck of rn enemy vhich would be more difficﬁlt on on
isl5nd. ‘he site oppesrs to be more eligible then any other rnd m-y
be supported at less expence tnd the ground obitrined pfobnbly vithout
peving for it. | | |

IT the Town of Portsmouth should ever be 9ttzcked'f0r~pillwge or
destrucﬁion; the approach ®o it would not be by the mail chéinel
vhich prsses Pelrce Isisnd, no ship would venture on this raﬁid tide,
but it would he by boets up»little h=rbor or on the rezr of the islfnds

on the Aittery side which lest would be ‘prevented by the Bzttery now

_prbpbsed. Such attecks would be repelled at little expence

by - few travelling vieces e-uinned for horcses which mipht be removed
from nlace to place with grect celerity, might be sent suddenly to
the seashore at'Rye.where on enemy might ‘and for pillage or to the
western shore of little herbor. A nrovision of this kind with a
fTew gun‘boats would I conceive be &n effectu=sl safegﬁard to the town
=nd harbor. I hrve conversed with G.L. on the olan of'trﬁvélling
sruillery ond he (Gov.Langdon) is fullf of the opinion, considering
the situation of our harbour cnd the neighboring shores thct such

N
me~ns of defence would be prefersble to an expensive permcnent battery

on Peirce Islond. ete ete
o Gebriel Duvall - ; March 4, 1808.
- - - %_ Nothaving'an esteblished hospital or ﬁurses for the

sick, it bécomes‘necessary to submit -to the Physicien the dtrections
o7 the mroper supnlies qf food etec. In br. Spaulding{s aédBount for
Jscob Smith is snecified egreesbly to my recuest to him, every article
wnich he airected end pzaid for z= well as for his ~ttendance as

nhysisicn cnd surgeon. etc ete
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JOS( »h Wnipple,
Yo Jrmes Medison - | Moreh 75, 1808;

- - - ~~ I onclosed also » certifics Lo of the citizenshin of S-muel
N, Frrnsld ond the dovposition of bis Ffather Deniel. ¥erneld who produced
to me = letter from his szid son d-ted ot Surrinfm the 28th of Dec.,
1907_in?orming tr2t he Vas i pressed on hoard the Pritish Sloonn of

_.R

Warp DEFL.R RY s#nd wos sent to the Br. Shin ULYSS:C on board of which

he 70 then detaoined. I h~ve the honot etec etec,.

To Jlbert Ynlletin !nril 4, 1808,

s soon as the cutter receives her new @;uipﬁents,

: will dispritceh her ~gein for Preoemacuoddy 0 cooperate'with,the
Collector of th-t port whose vigilence hes deferted cttemnts to evede
the Epmh rgo lrws,

1 woul?d now bheg lenve 1o nominrte for tbe'con siderction of the
Presifaent, Nrtheniel Kennf*d (ehil r@rtsmouth for first msﬁe cnd Josenh
Liv-rmore of BE:strnort for second mate for the cutter HE” i”LYOFIR“
They hrve been oﬁ hozrd one cusrver ~nd conducted to entiré
smorovstion. A third mate is put on hoeord for tryel, whose neme

7111l b2 trensmitted on the return of the Cutter from the nevt cruvire

if no cusse of objection should be discovered I have the honor etwv,

To :lbert fellatin - . April 18, 1808.
1~ving in vursuance of the directions in your letter of the

Z1st ulvimo, given general notice of the nermission to be - given For

vessels in Bellast to nroceed to @& foreign port for r»ronerty helon~ing

to citizens. Three incitonces of annlication only h-ve bheen m-de,
=11 comins within the suthority 'nd the time given hy the 24 i rocroeh

of o-id letter to ozrant nermicsi-m without o rcference to the tre-sury

‘

~ P o
oen rhiment.,
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Jorerh Yhinnie.,
167 ' ’ . .
tThe versels refered H0 in the 4th worsersnh of vour letter of
the 1th ultinlo h~longing %o thirs disftrict which msv in nmy opinion
be excepted {vom the generzl rule of giving bonds are of the
“ollowing descripntions:
The craft denominnted Gondol~ of burthen 10 to 30 tone. These are

2 flat onen vessel emploved 2ltogether in the horbour as lighters

to see vessels ~nd for transporting lumber, ston= and other hecvy

articles. |

The #hole host with eme1l scils rnd shifting m?sté, emnloyed‘in’lafgg
vessels abrond but 2t home in fishin+ from 3 to 17 miles without‘the
herbour, hurthen 2 tQ'S'tons.

Oﬂéﬂ hostvs, wherrvs; fl=ts, ccnoes, emnloved in trensnorting nersond

Rt

vithin the hzrbour =end tcking fish in the offing, burthen 5 tons =nd

under.

To .dherd Golletin. Jerid 77, 1808,

I hove the honor to transmit you herewith encloced the arnlicstion
of Thomr < k~nning and Jzmes Rollins for permission to desprich & vessel

in bellest to the Isl<nd of $St. Vincents to bring from thensze proverty
. : . N

cloimed by them ond for liberty ~lso to take out meterisls for miking
c-sks to contzin rum 3hd molosses being ﬁhc articles ther were to
recéive by contract for the nrincipel vart of their property. - 1he
evidence of these clsims hc-ve been prdduced,»thelﬁalidiﬁy of which I
have no.re%son to’doubt,'they will be Supported by the-oath of the
perty. ' . |

It epnecrs to he the Tecuest of the anpliconts.in cezse of not

0

recovering the vroperty to be permitted to receive on freight the

nroverty of others. ~ A ~uestion h-s been ersked also wvhether the nroger:

of - foreirner misht be recetved on freisht should thet of ~ citinen

not pe 7
TECome ¢ feeordin” Y evnents +4ona /



168 Jozanh dhipple.
ro fec. of the Lressury inril 10, 18c8

’

Gegrrs Mhel and Rohert Horris merchiats of this nlice hrve

~pnlied %o me on the subject of = permission to disn~tech 2 vessel
Tor Borderux in ballrzt to tcke'out property belonzing to then
deposited ot thut port in Uxct. 1l-st cmounting to 60,000 ffnncs.
¥indibg difficulty in obtﬁining o ovessel here on suitcble terms =nd
in season for my officisl %rcns<cti-n thersin, sfe detrrmined fo send

to “Weyr tork where a vessel to their more perfect accomodntion can be

procured.

[
10}

mr. Rohert “arris, one of the martners in th house, having it

in nis intention to proceed to HNew York for the sbove mentiomed
rurnose cnd probhebly to Weshirn ton to mocke hié nersonal applicctionv
to youv?nd wighing to avzil himself of such facilitation s he h's
Zezerved deemed ©n introduction to rou would yield him , I have trxen
the liberty to give him this letter, ¢nd h=ve to strte to vou thot
thev h-ve exhibited %o me letters from their =gent pfoving ;h?t they
" have vroverty =% Dordeaux to the above mentioned value consisting of
prondies, Wines'and oil rnd which h-d alrezdy been shimped on borrd

o vessel belonging to them and afterwards relanded by the supercorgo

on an =pprehension that the existing maritime depredctions rendered

the trensportation too hazardous to attempt, but which the owners

[t}
3

e now desipous of obtoining.

- The respectable merchantile monduct of this house znd especially

‘their correct observance of the Sevenue Laws entitle them to my

commendztion. _ A I have the honor to be etc ete
'~ Zlbert Yolletin ' : kpril 30, 1808.

I enclose you the applicstion of Georse Cuttes 2nd Gilmsan

Lervitt by their ngent Edward Cutts end of Ass Dezrborn for permission
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1o Gcbriel Duvall

| 169 Jogenh whipnle.
to dimn~tceh vessels in Brllest to the West lndies for wronerty
belongin~ to them, ''hey hove exhibited to me under osth proof

°

of their respective claims.,
These appbicants severrclly hcve exnressed :n urgent desire for

liberty to fake freigﬁt in theier veséels brck of the pronerty

of other persons, should it so heppen thet by the f-ilure of their

agents or debtors or other sccident their proverty connot be obt~rined.

a8

To Gebriel Duvell My 12, 1808;

I hcve the honor to enclose wou a return herewith of .mericen

Sermen who heve been registered in this office in the lst cusrter of

the present yesr,  In ny letters of the 30th November, 1807 c¢nd ths

£95%n lLarch l=st are stated the impressment of sundry bersons, the lotter

in enswer %o a recuirement from the Depertment of State of the
2d of Feb., since which I h=ve had an interview with John B21ll, one
of tre impressed seamen impressea from the Brig NEUTR.:ZLITY ~nd h-d
gzcoped es mentionsd with first of these letters who having informed

me bthet hz left a number of ‘merican sesmen on bosrd the vessel

"from which he escéaped. I heve czused his deposition to be tsken

vhich I now enclose by which it appears there were 20 in number,the

nrmes of 10 of whom he recollected., . I have the honor.

‘ May 10, 1803.

I have the honor'to enclose you dupiicateé of two certificeates
of the wovernor of the State in favor of John Lengdon, Jun;, end |
JoSehh Low agreesbly to the mesmsure cdopted by the President for‘
admitting the transportetion of Flour %o towns on thé sea boérd
in those Strtes whose interior supplies are nbt adeqﬁate to their

consumption, one to the Collector of New York snd the other %o the



10 Josenh whipple.,

Jollector of dilmington, H. C. I have the honor etc ete,
L dbert Grllatin ‘ ~ Mey 22, 1808,

I enclose you herewith duplicates of the Govérnor’s certific=tes
in fevor of HeubénfShﬁpley and s Dearborn of Yortsmouth who have
directeed the shipment of floui ~nd corn from Philzdelvhia snd
Bgltimore,. From my knowledge of the course of business of these
nersons snd their conduct, I haove no doubt of their integrity,

I would take this oocaéion to obeerve to ?ou, Sir, thnf_slthough
it% is known large cuantities of flour ¢nd other provisions hss been
transvorted 1o Passam&ﬁuoddy from Hew York znd the more Soutkern
States, from Boston end other ports in thet State and in Connecticuf
I con with confidence essert mv firm helief thet no provisions of
cny kXindhsve been shipped from this port for eny district 2djoining
¢ foreign verritory in excess of the cusntity neoéséary for the
frmilies of the ovmers znd navigstors of the vessels from such

iistricts. The trafic between this port and those of the district

‘of Maine for szn extent of 300 miles consists of an ekohange of
firewood and iumber brought from these ports cnd forl;hich they
éegbiugemoney3'stores end mrovisions never écercely exceeding 2 or
3 perrels of flour end 30 fo 40 bushels of Indién corn ~nd these
shipmehts hove not been increacsed since the Embergo laws took pleoce.
Our trade with th'e -Southern States, from New iork to Georgila indlusi&é,
is the exchsnge of fish, ‘0il, lumber and imported articles for such -
srticles df'their produce &s are wanted here s corn, flour,pifch,
toer, rice and cotton, not in lerge cuantities of either. |

~ person lately from Pessemaquoddy hes informed me that i9,000
barrels of flour hod been entered there in one week. This I think

-must be =n exngerated amount, but I nresume you hcve correct detnils




171 Joseph VWhipple,

~Trom the Collector of thet nort. Our cutter is there %o coonerete
with him ond I hope he hrs other assistance. I hezve etec ete. .

>

To Jzmes jodison |  June 14, 18608.

I enclose the derosition of Cap, Libbetts to the impressment
of Robert Gunnison, one of his seamen and thevdeposition of nis nezr
relation to his citizenshiv and nativity. His family end citizenchi

1s also well known to me &nd he received from this office 2 protection

in the usuzl form. I heve thz honor etc ete,

o 2 : - ' June 19, 1808.°
- - - = - - 4t the term of the politiezl manis of 1788 under the
influence of thz Yoriee I woeo removed from office., - In 1801,

Tresident Jefferron fro m an innate love of justice rezppointed me.

" Lo Jeremish Olnej, Coll. at Providence "July 4, 1808.

four fevor of the 3d insimmk untimo informeq me thzt 5 of the
12 swivels did not stend the test of proving cnd thot théy vould be
replaced in 10 days. I have omitted to direct their trensportation
by land as I had an expectation that the Sloop BETSY, Cap.Jeffers,
who‘broﬁght the gﬁns for our fort in Maylwoulﬁ come from Providence
to Boston %o whom ‘I had spoken to apply for'these swivels.. As
the cutter for which they were W?ntéd Was‘on é ecruize to be absent
t11l1l about thistime but as we sheoll now want them for thé vessel
doyly expected, you will be nlece d to forward‘such as are now
finished vhich now is probsbly is the whole number, with some of
the bnlls not exceeding 500 pounds by lend if no immedi?te_convey&nce

by w ter vhould be attaincble. Please to direct the delivery. on

T
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.. ) , o ‘ Josenh Vhinple,
, S 172 :
bocrd = Portwamouth coaster at whe Long Vherf, Poston, to the direction
. [ ! .
of r, . I, Bosrdm-n/ A5 soon rs the emount is steted to me I
will remit the same by = check on the U.S. Brench Benk at Boston or

as you mr~y direct. I have the honor etc etc.

Yo lbert Gellabin July 22, 1808.

I hrve td stete to yoﬁ‘tﬁe seizure of ¢ smell sioop crlled the M.RY
burtheﬁ aboﬁt 26 tons for rn int-nded violation of the emvsrgo lews.
This vessel i< licenced for the cod fishery énd had performed one
short fishing voyrge and under a nev master rsceived her papers for
cnothe™ toydge the 16th instrnt. Some suspicion restianr oh her, the
18%n she wes exsmined ond found to hove on board 33 berrels of flour
~nd 10 barrels ssltéd beef, rud from Tircumstsnces I hove no douhtd
‘sh= w=s intended to bhe filled up with provisions #nt procesd to
Hewbrunswvick or Nova Scotia. I'ne mester attemnts =n-exculnletion
folva bretending the goods were taken on boesrd without his consent or
knowledge a= steted in one of the seamens deposition conieé& on the
paper do. 1, accompanied with a czopy of whet he cells aAprotest;

- - - - Bv an srrengement mrde with the commpander of the Fort
nd vessel cean pasé until the master shall exhibit probf thet he hzs
premission from the Custom house té proceed. . This ckeck hes proved
the most effectual in preventing evasiohs:praqticed in some of the

neighboring ports. . I heve the honor etc etc..

i

To Jeremizh Olney E | - ‘July 25, 1808,
Sinceimy 1est of the 1%th instant the swivels forwarded by Guilde
Weezon nre received by the consting Sloop WILLISM Trom Boston. Thev

rre verv neact and entirely satisfnctory. 365 of the 1000 brlls

recaived were too lorge for the guns,

",
are

Certifric té ‘ot Irndine
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173 . Joseph whinple,
The certificote of lounding 10 connon 21t the Fort Constitution from
the Sloon BEMSY I now encloge, the other 1% were 1~nded ot Portl-nd

cg aprears by a certific t€ of +the Collector of thot bort. ‘etc cte.

Lo slbert Yellotin  (Privete)  gent,, 1808.

It m~y not be improber that I should stote o you the operation -
2nd some of the effects of the Embargd Laws in this nort ¢nd the
vicinity. Ffom this port) 7 vessels hove proceeded on the
applicétion of merchants for property'owned by them in the west Indies
fhree under the former permiseion ~nd 4 under the 1 tter termin~ting
the 14th of .ugust. This 1-s% extensioﬁ spnezrs to hive excited
muceh enterprise of & fraudulent nzture but less hos been atﬁempfed
here thsn 2t our neighboring worts,

voALT Néwburyport they exceed ~11 bounds, | LZt-the reruest of the
Jollector at thgtAport on the 9tn of Augﬁst I sent our cutter to thsat
h-Tbor to prevent the violation of the lsws by 4 vessels thet were

prenaring to sail at thet time,2 by permission end 2 others without,

the two latter on account of the cutter abondoned their object [ or

suspended it). . One of the permitted VesseIS'relnnded, it is srid,
vhat she h~d taken on boerd unlaswfully and vroceeded within the tine
limitted. The other one, fully loaded cleared cozstwise Tor York
the next port to this éaéﬁerly, landed part of her cergo, viz 85‘
hogsheads of fiSh.and then proceeded with her permitted Stores.

Newburyport is now in z high spirit of violent opvosition to the

lews. I have again and agzin dispatched the cutter to the assistance
of the officers of the government. - Hrmpton five lecgues south and

of the Isles of 8ho Gosport 3 lemgues off our horbour hove hrrboured
ho~ts %o take off property. I h~ve armed = bort to stop their

proceedings.



17h ' Joserh Whipple.
Frowm the sm~ll town of York & or 7 sail of vessels hrove cons

<

by nermission cnd one without for the West Indies, the property

" abrord belonging to thrt tovm vonld not nove looded one of them ond

e

I sm sorry to. say strong susricion rests on the mreceedings at that

o]

ort. I fholl exomine such vessels as go from thence th=t can
"be smoken “with.

T heve oOnsidéred‘it necessary to employ & bort of ehout 18 fons
vith zn officer authorized -s &n Inspector to:aid ih chacking thece
ﬁiolstions; _ This shnllop in one of her cruizes stonped a bost
with 60 firkens of huttrr intended to bn putvoﬁ board one of the
vesselé which sciled b permission. I honebthe appointment of
tris host will be approved of ~nd I voyld re uwest permission to emnlor

(=)
v

w
L

R

o lzrger vVessel if it should =0

3

necessary by o continu=ance of the

b

thful sermen vho would volunteser

=N

nrasent snikbit. We hove mony fa

Ry

their Services on &n emergency.to sunport the mersures of the

Govaernment snd & smell fast stiling vessel mayv he nrocured on hire.

v
4

S gun bo~t or some other scderucnte force in the heorbor of
Kewburyport sprears indispenszbly necessary to supnnort the Revenue

Odficers ond a number of such vessels on the whoke coast from C

ne

(v

Ann to Passemacuoddy in addition to those now at the latter pl-ce
would be of great benefit. I epprehend much provision from the

erstern corst find the way to Nova Scotia and New Brunswick as well

cs vhst got off for the West Indies. I hove the honor etc etec.
o Gebriel Duvell (Private) o K '~ Sep. 22, 1808.

o
[
jng
-
3
=
o)

I have received your nrriv-ite letter of the 1
e=nzrent chrnge of sentiment in the State arises from the messures

t-¥2n by the feder-lists of M-o=rchusetts who hive seized on the




}

j47§ - o Jocenh Jhinnle,
occ*Sion.of the témpéréry inconveniences :rising from the Bmb.reo
fo inpjte thevhrrjudices of the »eorle ggﬁjnsi the GOVanmént Lalvs
distribnﬁinq nemnhlets erleuvlzted to clzrm the peonle, cisculating

2t the moment of the late election the rreatest fulsehoods,scattering

Bheir emissories through the Sitste;- these and other menns token to

effect the chrnge leave bhut iittle doubt thet vhit heretofore woe not
seriousl§'belieﬁédvto have rnv considerable extent hcos now bgen
a2ctuslly been resorted to to influence‘ogr elections;Athe.éﬁplication
of Rritish Secret Service Moner. This medness, I think, will
subside #nd the citizens of this Staté remote from inform.tion bv the

n

ususl chennels will recover themselves hy the time amnointed for the

‘choise of ©Electors of President 'nd Vee President on the 4%th of Hov.

next bv the peonle. T ¢m, Sir etc cte.
To flbert “alletin - OUtt, 11, 1808,

I have to state to vou the seizure in this districét of the

S

“eh, LTDI.. of 26 tons burthen violoting the emborzo laws lroded with
Tlour, butter,'fish eénd crndles transporied by lznd from Hewburvoort
(our cutter lying in‘that herbor) =nd laded on,boérd s%id vessel cf

zn inlet 3 lesgues south of this port, the intention being communicated

to me b o faithful Tarmer. Yhe seizure wes effected by the zrmed

bo=t 1lotely nrovided in the night and immedistely after the vessel

hzd Wﬁighéd_ahchor. - I hzve the honor etc ete.
To 1pcrt Gallatin ‘ v - Dec. .31, 1808.

In exerutine the Embrrgo laws, ceses occur which are not orovided
for v those now existing, in,one of wiich I ~m threatened with
nrosecution ‘or detsinine one d-y the vescel nut into this hrrbor

hound Trom Cloucester for York clthousgh tre wind did not cdmit of her



176 ~ Joseph Wbinple,
lasving the ant.
In ~nother cr.se, the RIOD.L how londed in this porf slso for York,
I h”ve refﬁsed cleerince to this vessel until the ,@rqon 17ho 3séumes the
chrrscter of the skipper and who iz 2lso stzted to be the consignee
sholl appesr to give bond, being mtself confident from the nafﬁre of
ner c-rgo that it is intended to be put on boﬁrd some vescel out of.

the resch of a custom house.

<

I eanOU; o detrll of ez2ch of these tases. T sh’11 de% 1n ‘the
1=t mentioned vessel until the sisnicious apnésr&nce of her
intentions Qhﬂll b= cleared up if * find the lews will justify me.

fonr oniniond& of these cases snd instructions will reliesve ond

1

I heve the or ete ete

o

nlime n

Lo cdbert Ysllastin Feh, 14, 1809;
It is incumbent on me to ststs to you in continuctvion of the
subject of mv letter of the 3lst of Dec., 1lost relating to the vio-

lr%ions of the Wmbergo lews end the detention of the Sch. REHOD. to

0]

which I beg leave to refer you. “‘hat the suspected =rticles of th

)

af

d'

carzo being lended ond the vessel clesred for York, if ?ﬁs soon
@iscovsrd thot the éoods so relanded had been conveyed‘over the river

to &"t"ry znd thence by l,nd to York. ''his and some other oircﬁmstrnc
renderihg suspicious the conduct at Yowk inddced me to send the Cutter
into thrt harovour. I gave the officers directions to attend to the
hzrbor of Cepe Neddick end perticulerly to several Wesselé‘d&yly
expected into York which hcd cleared for southefn ports but #ere
strongly su ected to heve gone off unlfwfully. I suggested to

the Collectér of York the propriety of nl°c ng & deputv or insnector at
-

Crm= HeAdick which wos done. The csrgo prepared for the RIOD.. must

h:ve been knowm to nlmost every meon in York.
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177 Josrrh ihinple

On the %d instont the cutter vneople discovered thut the Sloop

RUOL Y hnd tsken on & cargo the nreceeding nicht. In the evening of

that dfy, sn officer of the cutter Gimemto$mn ¢t Portsmouth &nd
informed me he hrd nut 4 men on boerd the RHOD.:. then agr&und, h=d
applved to the Collector of York hut finding &n ﬁnwillingness to’
furnish the ocssistsance which he deemed necesaefy, ha come to me for
advise, I directed him to returm without délay with onz hand who
wos resdy snd L dispstched immedieately after him 4 men, m:sters'of
who volunteered their services on this occasion. ‘they took & slay a
the ferry #nd the snow being deen it wes 1 o'clock in the night before
fhey rezched Cépe Neddick when they Tfound thctnéd or 50 men had
overcome the guard placed on pozard the REODA, the vessel sfloct énd
put off. .

ine deposition of Josenh Livermore =nd Cep,., Willinrm Dennett ¢nd
Josenh ‘mee herewith enclosed will aive you in detsil this
trenssctvion,.

I wrot~ to the Collectqr of Zork amd =dvised him immediztely to
identify the persons who hsd locded the RHODL end who h- d wrested
her ovt of thr hznds of his officers end our men ©s o first step to
zn incuiry. . I sho1l teke further measures to ascertain the
varticulars of this outrage. )

1 presume the Collector of York will havevstated to you this
affair having taken place in his district. |

1t ﬁill be observed by the deposition of smee thﬁt the Iinsmnector-
of York came on board about ¢ o(clock in the morning'just at the-
finishing>of the loezding. Her oargb clesred out consisted of 13
cofds of vood, 50 shooks -nd 12 M soards, the officer comihg on ho-rd
just &t tie close of the loading of the vessel end being on board

2% the time of her risgue must h-ve known them, being of the scme

vicinitye

vesaer



178  ‘. Josenh thiopea,
Yo Sibert <t 1letin ‘  reb. 72, 1809.
T n imnelled by a sense of duty bu t with pein end rogret to
c% te to wou thot the proceedinges in the distriét of York under the.
odllectorship'of‘Jereminh Clark, Es~ ., hive eﬁcry eppe-rance of

collusion with the violators of the laws. Since my lebtter of the

14th instant I hove made enauiries to sztisfu mpself on this voint end ¢

enﬁbié me to stnte provable facts before I sﬁould“undert'ke;the
discgreezble tésk of ch-rging sn officer with countensncinng ffaud.
20T ﬁhe connection betwveen Mr. C. ond the inhébitants~of Yofk who
sppeéf disrosed to violzte the embrrgo lows is such that no overt cct
hr= wet been stéted to me whicn would Jjustify aﬂ_onen comniscint,

tmong the circumstonces indiciztive of the conduct on the nort of
7 d., now elluded to are
1. fhe arrivel ond entry of véssels Trom Virginir losded with tobscco

‘nd cle~red for New “ork without unlocding under suspiclous eppecrance

5

of ovnersnhip.

(our cutter béing there) landed her cergo which is now relaoding on

enother vessel. '

/. brig belonging to this port (sold withoutAdoubt for o cover to a
citizen‘ofvfork) sailed from hence for Bath where she losded lumber
~nd is teking in Provisions a% tork after discharging part of her cergo
nlthougl: she clesred for Charleston, the proViSioné biehg,traﬁspofted

from this township s * refused a clecrance constwise. *he business

-

noth 2t York and her is transacted by the former owner, a citizen of this
town. o
4. Several vessels (3 are known) clesred for sovthern ooris 3 or 4

mwonths since with ¢ rsoes not w:nted et suxh ports are gone off to the

flest Indies, one of which, 2 vessel of 30 tons, is rerorted to hrve

", & vessel going to York with & losding of nrovisions not wrnted there {

TR
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A79 B - Joseph ‘Whipple
been loadgd by the Collector. |
Q;Q ;i 5. 1\ vgssel 2% Cfpe‘Neddick nov refdy'to,loadAher carpzo of toheceo,
vrovisions rnd stored in the vicinity owned shd filled by = man
connected with the RHODA which cargo is hot.sﬁoppéd‘by the Collector.
It is from o conviction on my o'm mind'of the correctness of my
suspnicions that I mske this comunication and I shovld be~happy could
I findAit'founded in‘error. i~11 the vessels in *ork, 5:or 6 in
number~ ere 1oaaing by perﬁission of the Collectbr Wiﬂh a view of.
- sziling on the 4ih of *rrch on which they he&e fixed for the‘removing

of the embargo. - 1 hesve the honor efc etc

ro lbert wrllatin : reb, 24, 1809.

I h~ve this moment been informed thst o number of sleirhs londed

with Pot =shes and leabher 10 drys since hed nrssed on the southerly
Q ? bank of the vYonnecticut River in this state northerly towards Crnada
line. they must cross the river into Vermont before they resch
Jensde on account of the rocd, rnd that teams drove by two horses to

the aumber of 30 end upwards vwepe met in one day in the tovm of Rumney

©0 miles from hence losded each with four bales of cotton. No -

informatign was given by the drivers but there cen be no doubt they

are from some part of Messachusetts -nd thet their destination is for

I | . Coanada thru the Stete of Vermont.- ‘they m@y}take the course of

‘ Connecticut nibér and cross it neat CGanada line to elude the mezsures
vhich mey be in operation in the Stete of Vermonf ﬁo stop then.

| I shall as soon as practicable ascerteiﬁ fhis facf and apply to the

Governor for the aid of. the militery if'negessary; ~ Your éarly

instructinn will be expected with impatience., - I hove ete etc.

-
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To “lbert “allatin o ; ) 'Mérch'lz, 1809.

Since my letter of the F4th ultimo,'thg following informztion
has been:gi%en | | that |

Jonaﬁhan French of Orford, N. H., loaded a? said Orford 16- tecms
with 6 tons of édtton,ISOme POt or vmearl éshes and leather; croséed_
the Connecticut River et Orford into Vermont, were kno'm to heve passed
5%. “ohnsbury sﬁd.Sheffield thence thru the other towné iﬁ Jexmont to
the tovn of Sfanstead in the province of lower Canzde.

John Hain, Jun., of seid Yrford dispatched avout the same time a
number of tenms with cotton end pot ashes purusuineg the same roube
ﬁlrougk Yermont to Brovmington, thence they furned off from the ususal
route to a tbwn'called Irishburg from which they passed intd Canada
v a rond not yeﬁ asoertained,

%oo0dale £nd Ossmore (?) of Juffrey, N. H.,, despwtciied 7 tons of -
cotton from Boston or Charlectown, Mrss., to Lenover, & L+, thence to
rownington, Vermont where they evowed it to be their intention to
carry the same to Canada,

John Montgomery of haverhill, N, E. sent a number of terms up
Connecticut River.about the 5th Feb., the same teams are at SxzmZord
Stenstesd in Cancde the 13th or 14th of the same month.

Andrewx Lovejoy of Sanborntown of N.H. sent 15 tesms lo-ded viith
cotton for Can~dn, they were at Newbufy, Vt, on the 13th of Feby.,
&% prownington on the 16th. These were probably ﬁheVsamé teams which
were met in Rumney noticed in my lepter of Febh. 24th zbove refersd to.

The person ﬁho hes staﬁed thé foregoing fects ascures me he can‘
in cecse of presecution.deliver the fullest evidenCé of the transzetions.
I hrve renuecsted nim to obitzain statements in veiting subscribed by the
nersons ﬁho will give the evidence in rcadiness to meet vour instrucfior‘

I have the honor %to he. etc etc.
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191 Josenh mqinple/
JIvert Gollatin: : - lrril 4, 1809.

U Snplication hove been fre-uently made to me to permit praduce

snd merchendize to be transported to Pesscmacuoddy wh{ch could not

be admitted without speciol permission. There cre severzl families
settied at fBzstnort formrrly of this tovm and vicinity who hrve drawm
their suoplies regularlyvfrom this place. They crnnot subsi;t
vithout such supplies cnd c¢sn obtein them from no other source so

conveniently. I conceived such shipments might be permitted under

limitations as to amount and submitting the delivery ond detenfion
to the Collector at Passema~uoddv as he shound find the inteﬁded_
“nﬁllc tion of the srticles might be. |

A Mr. Buygen Who hes a conrexion at Esstport hss recéntly epplied
to me on this subject. I recomiended o special epnlication etc ete

To ilbert Golletin M-y 50, 1809.

-

Ser. W, Dennett ond ¥m. Zcdger of this mnlrce heve steted to me
that their bBrig celled the M. .RY burthen about 150 tons on her vasSsage
from London to Melsge was czptured on her entr&nde into the last
mentioned port by French priveteers cnd carried into the same port

of Malaga,depfived of her papers which were sent to Paris. At Malage
she wos sold by the captors without tryal tbAan ~mericen reéident there.

Sde

took a freight ot Malagc for London under her former mester who

o
s-)

}
by e comPQOmise,with the PAwvericsn purchaser took,possession of the
veosel and in London took a freight for and has arrived at Philadednhic

vhere she 1is w1thout a register snd subject to foreign duties end

tonnege.

He has been informed by his councel thet the power of Tremitiing

tfies of foreign imvost ~nd toansge is vested in the Secretnry

the O

ot

. (‘)

of the Tre~suryv ~nd promose to vpresent a petition or memori~l on the
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o ' Joserh Whirnle

occacsion,

I have to stete thet the frets resme ceting the ownershin of the
vessel rre kno'm to be true hv the fegister cnd other documents in
‘this office'?ﬁd ho doubt cen exist of the trutﬁkof the facts above
réciteq. ind to essures you further that the ovners are faithful
observers of the Xevenue Lows snd'afe eﬁtitled to every indulgenéé |

and fryor that the laws will justify or pemrmit. I have etc ete.

To ilbert Gallstin - June 10, 1809,

In my letter of the 22nd July lest I stated tﬁe gelizure of the
Sloor PLRY ~nd on the 1lth of Oct. thet of the Sch. LYDIA: The M:\RY
s licenced for fishing and hrd received hér papers for =sziling, wos

found ¢t » whnrf ot Portesmouth with berrels Flour =nd 10 bbhls Beer

aken on hosrd in the night. The LYDI.. had also been & fishing

vessel, the ovmers living ¢t Rye hod surrendered his enrollment cnd
license =hd sold the vessel to & mzn belonging to Newburyporﬁ. She
wze seized on the night of the 24 of October o "WNorthempton inlthis
district by an armed'boat sent thithsr for the purpose. She wzs
loaded With,prdvisions, wes without pepers, had weighed anchor snd
rut To séa, the lo2ding and seiling known to a number of persons.

This wessel with her ioading'was libelled and eccuitted 6n a tryal
ending the 9th daonfbDec.ilast. | . |

It wes but-a few days since that I could obtain a'copy.of the
Decree which I now enclose with the Attbrney(s exceptions thereto tnd
such other pzpérs felétive to the tryal s#s I judged necessary for your
informntlion or inspeétion end for wvour determinstion on the exnediency

el

of attemnting a revers~l of the decree at the circuit or the Svnreme
Sovrt on - writ of error.

Thi= unexpected decision hes h=d an inzuspicious effect hv enciting

LMt e o P T
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183 “Joserh "hinnle,
sn oninion thot viol:stion of thesze lsvs moy eszc~ne munishment

henece it hr- beeh necessnry Ho inorérse the.exnence of incmection
“nd to injoin ~und extended derree of virilence in our h-rhour bv the
officers %o check (nd nrevent crimes of this mature.: It wéuld

be reculicerly grotifying to the friends of the l~ws ~nd the .

government o obtain & reverssl of thls decree I hzve the ete = 0.

To _lbert Gsllatin \ June 1, 180¢.
By enlsrginz the works rnd extending the wrlls of the Forsd
Sonstitution on the Isl-nd of Nzw Jesile necr to which is mlcced the

Tizhthouse, the South woll of vwhich by this extension iz brought in

(0

centcet with the keepers house bv which sre2t inconvenience i
oorenended nd ﬁhe houze hre - 1lrecdy received ¢ considerthle injury
Trom disch- rgins onlv two of the Suns.,

Lt is represented to me hr ¥ijor Swift, the ensinecr, fnd Cuow,

W 1bhroch, the commonder at the fort, that the remov-l of this house
iz necesszyyv,

On the excmination of the house cnd the ground i tm of opinioﬁ
with them thet altho the distrwce from the Li@hthouse to thp keeners
Avelling {ill he 1ncr,QS@d between 400, an5>500’feet vet the rizs-ue
of %fecuent renairs of the ‘house :nd the disagraesble circumstrnce
of its céntiguity with the wslls of the Fortress the adventege
~ttending tn~ rnmovf' will be grenter fh?ﬁ ths.disudv;nt&ges of the
nrobaole frequent repcirs of the House and tﬁe incresséﬁ lzbour of
the keever in mossine to the Lighthouce on ‘cold winter hights.

ouse the oll vault under ut

N *

In coce of the removal of th

n
iy

must be secured by well construeted roof. oo

.5 this undertrking could not be entered upon without rour

ennroh- tion ~nd direction, I row st~te the nrorosed obirmect to wou.
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185 Jo~evh hinnla,

s been rendered by him id the cour~e of the 1 st werr in proventine

violrtions of the fmb-reo loaws in this district, in Newburymort -nd

s i,

o

in the district of York, et wnich l-tter pl-ce those wiol:tions thovurh

“nted

— ¢

éountenanced by th- officers of the nort weres nevertheless prev

the ege cnd infirmities of this officer

by him in m n¥ instgnces.

render him inc2veble of any services whereby himeelf -nd foamily can

| receive support, his property consisting only of « newly cultivrted

ferm ot Bastnort purchassd with the proceeds of =&n estate in this

its nresent stete of improvement is insufficient.
the good Conduct of wath-niel Kennard, the present firct mete

of the Cutter, I em led to nomin=ste him to the commcud in the plice

2

] . . - e o . :
! of Sart. fecton end having full conridence in Josenh Livermore the

S
3

J present second mote I would recommend him to the nluce of first mate.
+ rhe duties of second m-te I will with permission cssirn to o
“young man who has been recommended to me and who I will plsce on board

for one cuarter on tryal with the rank snd poy of third mote until

‘ experience of his cuolities shall authorize arecommendation of him R
as second maﬁe.

| +he services of énother officer I conceive may be dispensed with

5 unless new difficulties on our cosest should reguire again ¢
cugmentation of offipers end men, the nurber of which'I havé et

! present diminished. I hawgewesleso lended éhe cénnon;énd,some other

of the mflitary s tores. vhich arrangement Ijhdpe vill meet the fresident:
appfovai. I heve the honor etc etc. | | o -

To Robhert Smith, Sec. of State Nov. 17, 1809. -

- - - = -1 enclose =lso the denosition of the master cnd mate

OLPHIN to tre irpressment of Jomes Mortonm the denosition

Lt}
bt

of the

Serlton evtesting to the impressment of himself ond two other

n

0z

o

i

fel]
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detention three ve ars ~nd his escane from the priticsh

O]

ceanen, nhis

PLYLG FISH 2% Prsaoomt voddy cnd lenving .on hoard “ﬁid Hrig FLYTHG

FISH ~t Fo Snfmﬂruoddv 30 or more ‘mericrn Sermen., . I heve etec ete,
Lo John Duvall” c ' Nov. 30, 1809.

anclosed herewith I, tr“n°m1t my ﬂooounbd of the burtomo for thirxd
csucsrber of the present VesT., I having been found that
csecuring the holds of vessels in the night by locke end other

fostenings to nrevent smugglinv wos dmpracticshle in meny cases ond
nov intirely cecure in zny, I hu.ve udontpd 6ur1ng the lz=st gusrter
the more G”fe tuel means of »utting on board =2n sssistcnt Inspector
or vwetoehmon to conbtinue during the night whenever it hos enncared
Trom the nature of the cargo to.be re~uisite. “ﬁe utilitr of
trie messure is rendered obvious by the cpplicotions for-nOSt entries
since it wrs adopted. If it is continued, I ‘m perzucded 1%
will prevent mony frruds and it mode cenercl, it would not be}
obnoxious ~ the honest imrorter -nd ship ovmer cprrove of the
mode s 1t 1is mot only a gucrd to the “evenue but to the ovmers
nroverty in many iﬁsténoes. Two crses hes occured thst it

¥es net arproved of «nd one in which the ovner of the vessel refused

the cdmittance of the Inspector into the cobbin or steerare of the

vessel When the wenther ves inclement o be on~the deck, A
QU stion arises here whether the officer has not undor the 54th section

of the Jollection lav and'by the general tenor of his duty; & right
to enter znd continue on board at zny and sllvﬁiﬁes during the
continuznce of . csrgo on honrd the vessel. . 0n this inuiry X
nr ¥ rour oninion.

Lﬁother,cuéstion I beg leave to submit to vour decizion vhether

th~ unlording of « crreo not cuhicet to duty (as s21%) chall be
> po (R A
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delivéﬂ to onyv langth of time at the Ojtion of the owner, If thic
ie idmitted, cood e dutichle moy he concenled und=r . ccreo of salt
end being uncuarded, onnorturities token to lond themi

Inst:hcgs'hrve'bakﬂn nl~ce thet svsmell Quantity of Coal hucs
been on hoard o veszsel undef e corgo of sglt znd the ownér‘has claimed
the 1D vorking days eand the.aftendanoe of an officer at‘the'public
expence ﬁheréby the chorge of inspection has exceeded the cmount of
Irmpost duties, when 6 or 8 of those drnvs with @ comretent number of
honds would hove disxhirged the crrro. Ihe Inzrector's w;gés
Aouﬁht t0 be pzid by the ommer on =211 days'that the uwnlocding is not
nroceeded on. . Your ern»rlinzti-n ond instruction on this moint
onld Temove exlszting doubts ~nd ~ive confidence to the officer.

I beg wyour indulgence to =nother intuiry whether o ver-el
lozded with salt_shnli he subject to insrection whilst unloraing, no

duticble article being on bo:nrd or snpecring on her monifest. Rte ete

n? _ Dec. 30, 1809,

- - - - - .ltho the esteblished méﬁufactufes sre but few cnd bf
sm:1ll extent in this &tcte, there is & genersl disposition nrevailing
to encourage'those‘of every kind and the want of‘Capital appewrs to
be the greatest if not‘the onlf'obstaole to their progressing more
‘ranidly.‘. hoﬁséhold manufaétures are carried on-in the country

to 2 grecter extent then heretofore.. - - - —;,?

‘'he pavers B end © give specimens takeﬁ‘at one of & common
fulling mill by .which it appezrs th=zt the profit on an outset of iSOO
dollsrs in}the cost of a'mill, vielded 625 doll:srs or nenrly 42%; the
othor‘of a smﬁli piece of cloth, finer and bettef in every reppect

th r 2n immorted cloth of = highar cost and much more durible.
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I extremnly vesret th-t 1t h-r no% heen in myv »orer to givé en o
e"rliier view of our munufechures nor B0 full ne the ~ctu-l strte
of them.mérit hut console myeself in the hope thot from other strtes
vhere emigrotions %o them of Toreign citizens have imnlanted an
ecrlier attention to them, where nublic patronage hes given a snring
to Drivrie enteronrize snd monied recourses afe attciﬁfble ¢ collective

.

ivew will be gicen whl(‘h ”111 produce a conv1ot10n that The means are

practiczble within our territory of completing that work which wes

comtemplated bw Cohgress in their resolution of the 4th o July, 1776.

o ihert Gellatin Jan. ?. 1810,

I hed the honor to write vou on fhe 11th of Sen. l-=t “nd then
enclosed the resignotion ﬂné natition of O:p Yeoiton, m: sher of the
ﬂavehug Suvtter Né? B MPEHIRE to vhich I besg lesve to Taf2r ¥ou.
1 now tcoke the liberty %o renew the nominstion of Nathﬁniel.Kennsfd
for mester, steph Livermore for first mate &nd to nrme John YWeeks,Jr.,
naving been recomtended to me for second mote. The two first of

. these officers heve been on hosrd in the stations of first and second

mTtes several years, John Weekg, having besen r ecormended to me, I
nl-ced him on board during the last vu?fter end finding him & careful
end feithful officer, I take the liverty to trunsmlt hlS ne mﬂ Tor the
arpTobetion of the President,‘v i‘he crew of the cutter since the
repedl of the Emﬁérgo~laws and  motvithstzadimg ho s been reduced to
the State of her first ers Ule nt and the mllitary stores landed which
regulstion I howne will be apnroved of.

I wwilld teake the nreéent ncersion to étate to you thet sincé the
reneal of the smborgo lews znd notwithétanding the wnonintercourse

)
o

lrrze ~usntities of provisions hzve been passing - ecstwordly, some of

th™ vessels




1891,"‘ - Josenh %hipple;
(o vessels h#vinﬁ nut into thim'port bnﬁtﬁeir WSy to‘}asssmqquoddv
.*3 cover 1 vesgels 21to from tﬁis rort hévelbeen lqded with nrovisions
deeebined for the ssme port,. I hrvé,receﬁved~é~létter frou Erstrort
sheting th%ﬁ'on the 25th ultimo upwnrds of 50 he~d of cattle were swrm
~ovoss the river to the Islmd Grmobello, thet it hed been estimited
%000 head drove from the westword 51nce the 1lst of Sep end passed
ober to the British territory, thst in one day in Dec., méro theh
50 s~il of vessel hed 2 rrived there ha V]ﬂﬁ on boerd upward 6f 16,000
porfels flour and other provisions and naval stores, that vessels
.ovly arrived a2t thet port from more westerly ports with lumber, hey,
c~ttle, beef.ready butchered and every gieme‘species of nrovisions,
Frobably more particulsr inform:tion méy h«ve heen gommunicated Trom
cther sources but L considered it not improper to give you ‘these
;“'1““t10ns by which it cppears theat 2z neighbouring foreisn province

4

‘= becoming - repository for the produce of the United States. I ete et

7o Robert Smith, Sec. of Stete Feb. 21, 1810,

I hreve the honor to tranammit herewith enclosed & certificzte of
tre citizenship of meeé Morton who wecs impressed as stated in my
letter of the 17th Nov. merked A.

2x ) 1ettér which I héve received from Samuel Jones, sn America
. Sermon dated Leith‘ﬁoads, Scotlend, Oct. 30, 1809, it appeafs'he Wés'
imnressed gnd detezined on bozrd the Brltlsh KIngs Sth SNAKR Iig
tlves a mlnute deocrlptlon of his person Whlch agrees with nhe’statemen*
of his near telations living in this nlace &nd the records of this
niffice, & certificate of which record I enclose marked B

I =1so apdipse certiticete  of the record of the citizenship of
In¥e Jenkins bw whose detter to his fzther Thomes L. Jenkdns deted

Goto 7 it appezrs he wrs detrnined on bozrd the Ship RUVAL WILLILM ot
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Snithe+d, his fzther, nn honenst frimexr known to me 15 extremely

anxious Tor his lmber:tiom etc ete.

Yo Willi~m Lvmon, American Jonsul at London., -Feb. 21, 1810.
!

I enclose vou herewith the lettszr of Semuel Jones, an .mericecn

Secmren, cddressed to me steting his impressment .end detention on

b

bosrd o British Man of War together with s deplicste of his protection

toeken from the records of this office.
z1so enclose you & certificate of the registry in this office

£

I
of Iuke dJenk

-1

}_J.

ns, ©°n ‘mericzn Seszman, by whose letter to his fether

.

thonms = £, Jenkiny dated 7th VYetober l=zstv wes immressed ny an officer

w7 s
74

of the British Frigate JASON +nd wss detcined on: board the Ship ROY:L

WILLI M =% Swithecd. ‘"o this certificete ie annexed e certified
cony of the ministers certificate of his baptism which the father

vrocured at the recuest of his Son as essential to the object of
his relen~se. I hzve the honor %0 be etc ete.

o lbert Gadlatin Mrch 26, 1820.

1

I duly received your letter of the 13th instsnt recuesting me
to obta2in the deposition of Joseph Jackson. After much incuiry

I find there are three sesmen of this neme all of whom are absent..

ete ete. - ‘ - B
U A . o
To ..1bert “allatin | o March 21, &810.

I hnave to inform you of the seizure of 2 vessels in this district
violcting the nonintercourse laws, viz the Sho. OLIVEBR.NCH burthen
115 tons, =nd Broh NORFOLX, burthen 95 tons, cleared one for St.

-,

sepbholomews snd the other Laguira but went to British ports.  There

B
3
et}
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cre cever:l other vessels of this mort which are suspected to be

imrlic~ted in similsr violztions nd counsidering the disnosition

9
(9]

o

£ the ownosers of the lows of the U, S., znd the pownrful aid which
thev will receive from -n entigovernmentsl bar, I nm impnelled to solicit

‘your permission to employ sssistent council in these hizhly dicnuted

cases. I have the honor etc etc.
o tlbert Galletin Lpril 6, 1810,

-

In one of the two instsnces of Seizure under the moninteroourse
1w mentioned in my letter of the 21st ultimo, it is found difficult
to procureiettendance of the necessary evidence exnected from the sesmer
" +who h-ve been induced by the claimants to lecve the country after
being subpoenaed td give their denosition end this appears to be th
rlen of &ll those concerned in these cmses to suppress the eviaence.
I think in this cose of the defcult of the Seamen's evidence, if the
nmceter who it has been intimsted will not attest,ﬁo‘theAdelivery of
the c¢c-rgo cs recuired for the cancelment of the bond either from the
concciousness of the wrong or the drecd of the penzlties ol ﬁerjury

could be zdmitted ss un evidence end exemphed from the pen=lties to

which he as master and a party to the bond is subject, the proof

necessary would be obtained which otherwise may fail. I recuesst
vour instruction"in~this cave and others similar. I have etc etc
To Albert Gallatin | © Mey 31, 1810,

I have received f rom the Comptroller of the Tfeasury a
commission for Wm. Parker Adems appointing him mdster‘of the’"eveﬁue
Sutter in the Serivice of the U.S. . No<parti0ular vessel is 5ssigned
to nis commend but I presume he is to teke charge of the Cutter WEY

11 1P 8

SHIRE being the only one under my agency,-I hace accordinclv
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notified nim of his sppointment,

s in zll the appointments heretofore of the officers of the outfers
on this station,.I hed been desired by the Secr tory of the Yreasury
to tr;nsmit the nqmes of suitable rersons, I ook the 1ibert§ on the
resisnction of the former Master , Cap. teaton, to n+wme Mr. Kennerd

respectable shipmester of much experience, perfectly zccuainted

I4y]
pas)

with tag wvess weaus of detecting frauds and a firm‘éupporfer of the
administration who had tsken the ststion éf n=te in exvectastion and
under the encouregement of being recommended for master on Cat. ﬁeaton's
leaving the vessel which his ill state of health rendered necessary.

I horne it ﬁill be in my power to prevail upon him to continue on bosrd

in his vpresent station, etc ete

I hrve to acknowledge the receinpt of your letter of the 1lth uktimo

covering o commission for ¥Wm., Prrker :idcms who is eppointed mester of a

cutter in the. Service of the U.S.. T now enclose the onth which he
hzs teken and subscribed. I em ete ete,
To Robert Smith, fesc, of Trzx Steote Sep. 16, 1810.

Timothy Corson, a citizen of this State has received and
exhibited to me a 1éttér from his son John Cbrson, stating thét he
was imppressed oh board t Rk British Gﬁgrd Ship PRINCESS.statidned
at Liverpool.v/ ﬁis.letter stotes that he hed a‘proper protection
grentsed by thelcollector at Boston which the impressing officer

refused to resvect. etec etce.
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rTo  1bert Geallatin " M-reh 21, 1811.
sfter the resignation of Crn Tezaton,muistér of the Cutter WEW
L MPSHIRE on this stetioun, the officers then remnrining on bozrd were
Neth, Kennard first mate, Joseph Livcrmore 2nd mote and John Weeks

acting 3d mate who had been cppointed during the Embargo but hed

not received a commission. I recommended lir. Kennerd to the comnend

when Cap Yeaton resigned to whick I was induced by the proof I had of »

his fidelity, prudence egnd attochment to the Government. Cavr. Adems

thru other recommend etions was appointed and is now on board and is

<l

an éctivé officer. S & preveiled én Mr. Kennsrd to continue as
Tirst mate #nd I would again take the liberty of recommendink him

in case of ¢ vacancy. Josenh Livermore'the nd mste resigned
rnd hcs cuitted the service, Jo n Weeks is .still on board :nd o
performing the duties of 2nd mete in plsce of Joéeph Livernmore hut
withoutAa commission znd I t-~ke the libefty agin to recommend.him

to the station on 2nd mate in »nloce of Mr., Liwvermore. He is a

Teithful officer snd L know not of any men thet could be obtained =o

suitsble «nd I pray ybu will present.his neme to the President if he

sh-11 see fit to commission him,

On the last cruize of the Cutter to Passamacucddy I re-uested

Cept. idems to obtain information of the connection hetween the

‘British'subjects and the Citizens of the U.S. at Eestport and by the

informationirécéived; } éonceive i£ Will_réQuire a:cdnsiderab;Le~
armed force.fa restrain an intercoursé’that they heve béen a ccustomed
to, ndw_rendered_mo:e extensive by en incrézsed ﬁopﬁlatidn on the
lime dividing fhe Britisﬁ territory from thet of the U. S.

‘'ne numerous islands, b-ys end harbors on thﬁt'coqst_yield great

freility to 1llieit pr-ctices ond the lnte émbergo £ nd. présent

nonintercourse hns and will drew to thet vicinity oun both rcides the
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line ch recters disnoned to viol-te 2ll lows restroining froud,
kn-very -md licensciousness whence it onpears it would be prdper
rnd useful thet én'&rmed veseel chould be stationed there. The
oceasionzl cruires of the NEW ILMPSHIRE cutter not being ederuate
to the protectioh af the laws in thet querter which recuires a
constint and vigilent‘guard. etc evc, |
To Gabriel Duvall : . Mey 15, 18_11.*-‘ K
Ebhréim H. Mohurin, Collector of the'distriot of the White

Kountains hrse enclosed to me his bhond &nd ozth. of office r~nd

e-uested me to obtein o Zertificete of the District Lttorney of the

3

ufficiency of the sureties nemed on the bond, which having obtrined

“)

together with the fisst mentioned documents.

[}
]
]
[0
}._J
O,
6]
@

Lo ‘‘ench Coxe ; Ciusust g, 1811,
T transmit you herewith petterns of 20 piebes_of blue bro~dcloth
‘nd¢ 16 of nlzin from Jemes Rundlett of thls town, merch-nt, His
terms are 65% ddvence which I : nr ehend is too high to mset vour
epprobation unless they sre put un 2%t unusually low prices which the
importer assured me is the crse, of ihis you are the better judge
Whether hevwould adhere to thesecterms on an offer is to me doubtfull.
If wvou choose %o meke my offer to him direct.or through
me, 1% will be autended to so fer as I cen be of use.
Mr. Hem will immled ely trensmlt to your hlS propossls. I
ST sviare of the nece831ty of =z uniformity in.thé”aprearaﬁce.bf the
Troons of the U.Stetes »nd the difficulty of inspection in dispersed_
~ituztions. Yhese ébjecﬁions n2t be overcome in the case of Nr.
‘Y¥em's farnishing Cloathing for the tvo companies in this station or

rrob2bly others in this vicinity (zs Portlsnd r&ve etc). Comnt,
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Jorm . Y2lb~ck ~ho comnonds one of the commanias is crhent for

distributing closthin~g to both is eon excellent disclinrlinerirn,

uncommonly -~mbitious in giving a sood conesrence and meatness to hic

Soldicrs snd wouvld in my opinion be e~uzl to =nv nerson for the

incnection of P‘O(thlﬂ” for the soldiers. In this crse, would be

cbre€u1 thet the workmanshin <nd matericls were ejusl to eny wvhich

has been furnished to these troops end it hrs been rem?rVeﬁ to me

thet the controctor (Mr. Hzm) who is himself a workmsn thlﬂf access

to eve rv soldier vho is to we~r the germent will have it 1n'hls

power to Tfinish them completely fitting the wesrer &t thﬂ saving of

considerahle exvense znd 4 ¢m pursuszded would exert Himself to give

itisfzction in 211 noints re-uisite in the trsnscetion., I e

1G]

verfect s&

r'\

To "Jrmes Yunroe Dec. 11, 1811.

dnclosed I tronsmit = dunlicate of the nrotection graznted to

Jesge _drme, vn ‘merican sermtn vho hr = been inprassed on horrd =

#ritish Shon of War, to which is zttanhed the denosition of 3:?+

Bonks with whom sa2id sesmazn last sziled from the 0.5,

‘ : . o Dec. 16, 1811.

“1hert Yz2llatin
T haVé'racentlyistated to wou the préceedings of
‘elohging to this port-which'hrd arrived here with dunlic:te
nznifests and hed u@en dmltted to an entry at York a2nd l”nder thmlr

¢rrgoers ot {ivtery. ' Conies of th se m‘nlfesns of these vessels

z.

I encl ed to th° uomntrollpr of the r’reksurv. I now enclose for

rour notice 2 copr of the manifest of the prig N;NCIEQ, circo from

Lerhice destined for Mrdeirs wmdich errived here thres drve since ond

nce entered ~t York rnd will 1:rd her crrpgo at Kitterwy, the whole of

viikich e rro wi'l be treomsnorted in ornen boats or licenced co-sterso)

I heve etec.etn

te,

2.

severcl vessels
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It a"nedred to me th-t this veszsel -nd eirgo on?t others like
01r0u;r**ncpd were 1i-hle o oei: e but the district attorney was

of *the opinior th *t as a represertciion of these rroceedings hod

heen mode to the Treasury 1t wos advizohle to'forbear the messire

z!),
e

of seizureAUﬂtil some instructions had been reced . Qtd et§.
jo “Iberd 8allatin | ~ Feb. 18, 1812.

I hzvae %o inform'you trat the brig SfR GOLE ovmed by Johﬁ Lord
“nd Thomne Leigh of Derwick ?nd.Euth Clerkson of Porismouth crrived
in thic port a few dars since, by her mﬁnifést apneares to be from
Suzyennt tnd destined Tor ILichon. : She lav'u devs in the strfﬂm

netween New Cietle 'nd Kittery wnd did not renmort et this tfice,

e third day she hzsuled into the lotter pl-ce.: Hzving understood
sha wom from Demersry lo~ded with British produce I spnt cn officer

3.

to the Collactor

<k

-4 mnfde seizure of the vessel 'né ¢rrgo. - I gen
-t Yorx th inform him of the seizure cnd nronosed his toking chrrge
of 21?1 vprosecuting the same vhich he declined and sent me word that

he mould nov smter the vessel. He entered her howevwver znd th

I

QI YMo VeSS 1anded under his inspector and ggauger, my officer attending.

Tre crrso being londed is ctored in buildings provided by nmy

s

directio ''he vessel lving at Kittery, it becomes necesssry

o]
n
.

'

she should b2 libeled in ﬁhe district of Maine 2ﬂdfthe tryol will
be at Wis set on the 34 dzv of k:rch. ‘

The seme vessel entered at York &bout 6 months ego cnd 1snded
her o rgo et Kittery which wrs =fterwards brought to *his towm ~nd-
e without doubt oLritish produc I believe thst more skhon 20
vessels whose cmrroes vere o'med in this tovm end by persoﬁs living

in B=r71iek vho trenz=ct all their merchontile business here hsve
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=ithin the wer vraet anter~d -t York huvine British nroduce on

|

Lt i the avmeras of this vesse

¢

hv momorilrl to Congrers, en I inderst:nd, ond false rerro entartionn

ende~vourins to prevent the cnnexztion of the Towns on the eccstern

n

border of this River to Portsmouth, =s to me seems indispenssbly

[in

2cecsa vy 1o nrotect the ravenue 1mws from évision wnd froud.,

It h?ﬂlaeen my opinion bhut doubted znd denied hv others thet
goods coming cosatiys fyom snother mort which hrd been entered znd
the duties secured were licdble to seizure tnd I shoull he relieved

"

from the embrrassments of this dounht by vour decision ond instructior

trhereon. T h:ve the honor ctc ete,

fo .Jhert Gollstin - ¥eb. 23, 1812.

1 trongmiv vou herewith my seccouvnt of exhpndwturpc for the
f,rine Lospitel %o the %let of December last, “ezides this- account
cmountinsg to Doll. 15;15, tre overseers of the mnoor of the tovm of
Portemouth hove a cleim on the esteblishment for sunnlies nd
medic: 1 relief %o Deniel Nezl; a destitute se mzn, who rrrived here
in Julé lest hsving the smnll pox, cponlication wie m-de to.me for

-

his relief but the nature of his disorder did not admit of his heing

@

nl-ced anjwnere but in a hospital established on an isls=nd remot

from % e town used for persons arriving in the port infected with

contegious dlsv“ses. . It e2ppesring that this seam~n had no

property nor friends able to relieve him, it wee agreed that I would

defray such part of the eZpense of nursing, ctteundrnce, diet and

‘medicnl relief rg& might apperr re-~soncble end proner considering the

nececssrv nrecoutions incumbint on the town to guerd it cgoinst

restilence on the one hond snd the cruse of such exrnense of - pruper

snd otherse of their el-rcs who :re

vwr.

N e e e
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hed 2 elaim on the mrrine hosnits 1l on the other. The evnense
incurred is co erormous th-t I could scv nothin@ of puyment until

I should m~ke repreéent@tibn to vou =nd receive directions for‘the
payment'of such sums ¢z the prsctice in similar ﬁases moy autthorize
ybvu to direct, 1o eﬁsble jou to judse of the nzture of their clzim
znd of the sum thet would be propef to pay, I have»obtﬁined znd enclose
cn ¢ cecount of #11 the'expenses'rmounting to 510.64 dollars beéidés
e further sum of 50.50 dollsrs ch~rged by the committee of hezalth

for the extroordinsry sttend=nce occrsioned by the circumsiances,

]

pe nlezsel to advise me wh:t nrincinle I shell #dont in dividiﬁg
on the iteme in the statement, or the propoftion of ezch thot mey Be
proper to allow in this uncommon ccse or what speéific surn I shzll
offer or peay in discharge of their deﬁand.

I will teke this occesion t mention to vou zn interference
thet sometimes hzs taken place in my egency of the Marine.hispitél
Heving found very unreascneble chrrges of Physicgans in their sccounts
of medicine °nd attendance where the sesmen should select their
phvsicisns or the physicien should obstrude himself on = sgick serman
vhich accounts were difficult to curt=il or repel., I oonceivéd it
pfoper to anpoint one phyéioian to attend those th should come Ix
within the provisions of this egency. Three seamen latelv afrived.
here much frbzen znd subjects for this relief who of course were under‘
the care of the physician(to attend those who Should be neededl I h=zd
anpointed. - :nother physician vwhose eccounts I had éonsidered
extrovegent claimed these semmen as his patients (seeing there is a
fumd for pﬁ?meﬁt) snd demends of me the right of his gttendanée which

having rejected he will c¢lrinm it of the U.S, cnd 1f not prid trhough

the hospital will metition Congress clthough I 1oy no stress on the

<t

conduet of the assucnce (?) It would bpe satisfretory to me to
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knovr whether I hove not the right rs cgent of the ilosnital to znpoint

~ physicion whose discretion in mractice nnd re~sonsblencse in chrrpe

ho= mv confidence nnd zpprobation. I hzve the honor =tc etec.
Lo Richrrd Rush ' _ Merch 21, 1812.

I rm to acknowledge‘the receint of your letter of the 6th Instent
cnd explaih the'concluding centence of my letter to the Secretary of
the Treaéury of the 18th ultimo. Yhe first object of thaf 1ettér-
whs to stete to the Secretsry the Seizure of the Brig STRUMGLE |
sgree~bly 1o 5 standing rule of tais office founded on =n instruction
to stete 2ll seirvures thet shell he m=de in the district.

ki letter vproceeds to state that the same vessel 6 months hefore
on a simil?r‘voyage brought interdited goods which were entered at
York,r1lmded at Littery eond trannerted to Portemouth. ‘Meny
instancés of this kind hfs occured during the last yesr snd this
¢ ireuitous method tsken to avoid tric office. My letter closes
with the cuestion whether "interdicted '‘goods coming cozstwise from
another nort which hnad been éntered.end the duties seevured nre liable
Vo seizure”. This in~uiry recited by the then. recent instsnce of -
e thboner L0 FRIENDS which came into this herbdor, m-de eﬁtry et
York znd 1qnded her cazrgo at,Kittery,'took,partiof it on board egoin
nd 1aded the remcinder on some other vessels and brought the whole
%0 Portsmouih where the business of the owners W&s constantly
frsnsacted,.énd there could have been nb.motive for entering &t York
nd going to Kittery but thot of freud more eésily éxecuted then by
the vessels coming to Fortemouth ﬁnd.enteriné and unloxding here,
The~e having been an uncontraedicted renort that‘sﬁe wes from a British
norg, I deﬁeined the vessel cnd the cergo on board on her arriv=l in

Porismouth being of the oninion she wss 1lizble notwithstending her
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ontry at YXork. I then sought ofter .ths secmen who h~d told their
coumenions thev were from inticus with a view of estzhlishing the fact
which would justify the measure I hed t ken but they were hustled

swaym they were secreted which would not pwobably have taken place

ol

2d a seizurs been made on the forst errival of the ¥bessel. Not
being supported by the o) herc and beln doub tiul whether witnesses
would beifound as by the Subordination of* witnesses in severzl Embargo
geses, we-had Tailed after 1ncurr1ng considerchble expense in prosecuting
I withdrew the seizure <nd the cuestion I propounded looked forward
to. future cases of this kind. |

snother instconce since the dete of my letter hos occured of a
brigz cslled the PAULINA loaded with rum and molusaes belonging to this
towa which entered ft York =nd shipped the wholé of her cargo TfTrom
thence ©oc stv1se for Boston ond this plsce,the vessel #lso coming to
this town with part of her cergo haviag & éoestins manifést and
clesrence fron *ork. | Common report is thet she ceme from»Demerary.
smd I have no  doubt of its tTUuh : This tessel could hzve no
motive for going to York but that of conce=ling some fraudulent
Coﬁduct. » ‘

So long as the custom house at York énd the CuStoﬁ'ﬁousé at
Portsmouth shall remain common for vessels arriving 1n uhe h“rbor
znd admissable~to elther by a true construction of.the law or en
erroneous one 2 iiability to disagreeable and injurious ééllusioné
cnd frauds will probebly eylut tnd it is to be regzetted thet some
mezsure 1s not Mdonted to prevent the coptlnuﬂnoe of c‘praotnc& vhich

nee de rlved the Revanue of conolderaole sums for 10 to 15 veers past,

I am Very nesneotfully Zours etc etc.




—

A Joszeph Yhinole.
2N .
Slbert Grllotin ' . ey 5, 1812,
I hove to vceknowledge recelpt of wour letter of the 17th ulto.,

enclosinzg a letter from the Mrster of the “evenue Cutter to you ond

re'uesting mr opinion of the facts therein stated.

Mr. APnn“rd Slfnjlled to me sever=al months afo fhﬂt he could not

<evvé on bourd serve theboard the cutter w1th Cep :dezms but as I hrd

found him to be a careful attentive officer, T prevziled on him to

continue his services until some nerson should be found suitzble for

the station. After the expliration of the last qunrter he opplied

to me rg~in and informed me thaet he must leave the cutier znd

accokdingly cuitted her after e few dsys. " On the receint of your

letter, I zdvieced him %o, st=te to me in writing his recsons for

cuitting the service thet 1 might more cleerly understond .nd describe

to you the case. This stctement in his letter to me I enclose for

your information.
Mr. Kennerd is a steady, feithful officer, hos served long in

ter of o vessgel, 1s strongly Quthched

the merchant's service os mas

to .the government -nd has his miné feced on his officicl duties.

Cep Adams in = young m2n fond of compony some of whom in his
stotion are exqeptionably giving disgust to fhe other officers on
boérd. Mutual'dislike has accrued. | | .

John Ueeks is a good officer in his present otatlon as second mete

I °hould Drefer w“ltlng for e short time for a more suitcble chorﬂcter

for first mate if to be obtained. I'have added‘to the crew another

serman until the vacancy of mate is filled. I haﬁe'etc”etc.

To :1bert Gallebin ~ June 20, 1812.
Ezving peen informed thot sm-11 vpsgels with British monufectures

from few Drunszwick ené Nove Scotic frecuently tcoke shelter at the Isles
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of Shonls (Gosnort) 3 lecgues from our hearbor from vhence after

obte~ining informotion, they nrocecd in The night for different voints

betreer Srpe Sod cnd Cave EBlizabeth ond effect o londine of their
corro, seme of which hos been seized <t Boston. Their vessels

hoving ThA aprearence of end being re ”ll" fishiné vesecls, I conceived
it nroper to tkke the~1iberty o) erulp ¢ vessel‘of olﬂ]]P appéaranc;
to. t=ke st;ﬁion in ¢he horbor of Gospprt'or_suoh‘plsoes &8 MY be
moct likely to detect ihd serre theée'smug;lers. ‘ ItAis foﬁnd
th=t these pozts with o:urs elude the nursuits of the “evenue Quttérs
for vhich rerstn I hsve adopted this measuré., . Be plesced té Sigﬁlfv
to we vouvr Zononrovzl ox disanproval, | |
I =ill t-ke the liberty to strite for wour infor -~ ti-n. thers is
gre:-5 retoon 1o helieve 1 ree ~u~ntities of nrovi?ions °TEe or mrvw he
codHllecting in the British nrovinces on the s.etern shorce of this
continent. Soon after the Embargo took blace, ¢ bie brig with

a2hout 1000 bhls flour consirned to = friend of the British errived

here from Richmond. this vercel c¢leared for Czdiz or Lisbon but:
the Zmbzreo tzking nlvce before she left the mort, the registsr
wee surrendered ond en enrolmenit grented and the vessel delivered

her c2rgo in this port; whols of which has passed on for some scstern
nort cnd not being obliged to cléar out with,ﬁmericgn perchzndize
vihen dicstinéé for & port in the nev® adjoining state, her cargo
cennot be knovm. |

Severel vessels from the soﬁthern‘stztés 1 cded with flour
h-ve put, into our horbor bound for P&sssmaquoddy in the ﬁeighborhood
o rhich mort cre convenient izlands for delivering their cirroes . L
to vhomeoevar will nurch:se. | |

- L'rre ~ucntities of flour are l:inded at Pussamavwoddy ~hence it

o)

norts tnd cmell vessels 1t passes into o Brifish port vhere et thi




2N3 ‘ . ... Jooenh Waierloe,
wime ~oero of Tlour aan hae » A2 un fbr Furore or tha et Inding
re vl ar echo -~ o2 n ‘movie.n vescel con lrde a eoraoo Lt u;‘*lmérﬁ
'orlileyrndric;~' I conciaved it not'imﬁropef to intimate to ﬁou thcée

Trete. - I hown the honor cte ete,-

S1bert Gallotin | o :~‘ ' June 25;.181?.
It bezing understood 2n zct has passed Coq*r zo ikt Wurvshgll
be Qeclered ageinst Grest Britoin and‘that a puhlic declaration
ey he expectéd here in e szhort time, :n :SSéciation of mer:s ns ecger

to avenge their Country's vronszs &n 3 to av2il themselves of an

orrortunity to obt=2in remunerztion Tor the losrtes th?y h-ve suffered h
\ - 4
‘ ' ‘molicived my opnlicsiions for commissions to suthoriuze the eculrment

of privateers. Not knovwinz of anv estrblished mode of moking this

’ anplicction or to whom I tuke the liberty of wrifiing on the= oce-rcinn

'n1. %o re uest the fevour th-% vou will be nleozed to obtain throurh

the nrorner channels the trinsmission of whs tever commizsionr bonﬂe or

this subject. I hcve ete ete.

D
e
Q]
<
| N
n
b d
otk
@]
O
i

l directions that mov' b

! To ..lbert Gallatin - July 2, 1812.
I have this doy received your letter of the 22nd ultimo snd am
of opinidén tho«t Cap.idems bteing young ahd acti&e_woui@ nke = .gooAd
’ _ officer on bord = vessel of wor in = sﬁbordinateipmsition as lieutencnt

_ on bo rd e frigete vvhere his cservides misght e valusble but he is not
' -t . -t >

possessed of the discretion requisite for the Commond of e revenue

‘the knowledge I hzve h~d of Cap Kennards prudence, firmness,
‘nd noliticel correctnecs avthorires my assurin€e the t no wﬂ*con
(13 ¥novm to me world he nreferahle for an &p 01ntmnnt to thw charce of

the Yevenue Cutter.



2nk . '
Jozeph ¥hinnle,

Imn ny letter of the 34 of Y¥rv I menitioned John Weeks vho hod

held the Stati n of 24 mate to mv setistaction rnd L wonld recommend
Lim Tox ennointmentvtd that office. Soon after the drte of my
letter, finding the service recuired it,I znrointed (temvorsrily)

Msthrn Pelrce ghose Tidelity I h-d witnessed during the former erhnrreo

3.

L

s geting 2nd mode on bosrd the cutter and heing coufimed in my goo?
oninion of him, I now tcke the liberty to recommend him for thot
stotion. - I would suegest the pronriety of augmentine the crew

of this vessel.

o .dbert Gullatin July 17, 1812,

1

he Shin  JLSON, ¥Wm. Flesgg mester hes errived in this nort,

-
Iz
ID
JN
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m Liverpool =nd vre destined for fmelisa Isl-nd, hoviag it
iz unéerstood, oontrscted'to take a load of tiﬁberat th:et »nlcce for
Liverrool. On ‘her —ass2ge for the mort of destinstion, che wes

informed of the Wer and narrorly escapeéd cepture -nd =mde the first

nort in the U.S. she wes canable of re-ching which was this~ snd the

residence of the owners etc etc.

o Richard Rush July £7, 1812,
I have recéived your letter of the 14th instent enclosing

commicsions for John Weeks and Nathan Peirce which have been

delivered to them. .They hoving taken the oath prescribed which
2re now enclosed I have the honor to be etc etc.
To . 1bvert “ollatin : July 30, 1812.

T hove wht honor to acknowledge the Teceipt of vour letter of the
¢th instant/ The comnissions therein mentioned have been received

1ivered to the resne@tine officers for whom they were intended.

J
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205 o - dJosenh ¥nmipnle,
The inererse of force to the “evenue Cutter sugz~sted in myv
letter of the 24 respected the crew only, the number of 15 or 16
2nneryrs Necesanrv. Yhen the cuttér is on & cruize on the =zhores
of'maine,thaynhiv$ frecuesntly to man the bo~ts to pess zmons the
i=lends and‘uﬁ rivers where 1t would be‘ubséfe for the Sutter to go,

vhen che is in our hnarbor since the laote proceedings ot lork, part of

oan

her crew is emploved on bo~rd vessels entering our h-rbors, which when

L]

they come from interdicted mnorts, lay 2 or 3 says not deciding
whether to enter at Porissmouth or York or to proceed to some foreign

vhen by o decepbuous m-nifest they :ppear to be destined, the

Y

<t

vovege always termlnsting in &n entry at York, gencrally landing
the corgo at Kittery but sometimes wholly 'going into the horbor of
York and leding the cargo or if not landins it brousht round to this

vort under & co=sting menifecst. - I heve the honor to be etc ete.

Té Albert Ga2llatin . Oot.‘SO, RESHIRAR

In complisnce with wour dirsctions to'recommend o suitsble
pérson for the commend of the cutter on the Néw Hzmnshire staﬁion,
I teke the liberty to recomrend uH7throniel Kennerd to thet commsend.
He wes formerly the 2nd officer on board the b vessel but left her

from disapprohation of the conduct of the commanding officer. . His

ability for the office, his correct conduct in all matters respecting

the “evenue, his assiduity in preventing and detecting frauds in which

he has given me much sssistcnce as’'an inpector of customs. since he

left the cutter and his strong szttachment to the Administration cre

the grounds on which I found my opinion snd recom:zendation. I etc ete.

o Llbert Uellatin Lec, 19, 1812,

I h~ve reccived yvour lett-r of the 10th instont rel~ting to



ong Jos pr Wwh i"D',".‘ le.

the Echl. RIEGULATOR. ihis vessel arrived in our hurbor on the 24th
ultimo. ‘*he reputed mester Robinson end the Freighter (?) Froncis

%oot cnlleivon me in the evening and steted thet the vessel wos a
c-rtel from Hullifax bound %o Boston, produced their list of prisorers
consistin~ of 8 sesuen without mentioning.any cergo on boord. They
left on(the table {(bv accident as it apheafed to m@) a list of the
articles on board consistins of 80 packages, béles, éasks rnd coses
the contents not snecifi@d. Suspeoting the conduoﬁ of fhese NETSONS
rnd doubting the nroprletv of s cartel.carrying goods, I immediately
diqn :gehed an oLflcer to New O stle vhere the vessel lay end seized her.
Grect efforts were mede to get her away, I ceused her to be iibelled.
The cleiments pétitioned the district judge for sdmitting the good

to he bonded 2s in csses of invortation afte? the renezl of ‘the or@ers
inAcouncil. To this L objected by the U.S.~ittorney for the U.S.,
the vessel having errived without =« proper m-nifest, without a

cie rance irom Hzllifox or cny document whatsoever showing the shinment

of the goods. 1l conceived the c-rgo wes.subject to seizure and |
forfeiture under_the collection lsws., - The petition for crppraising

“nd delivering‘the goods wes grented, | I held the goods however for
the production.of the invoices in order to caléulaté and secure'thé'
duties, they Were reluctantly produced and‘by.them it appeared the
appraispment for the purnose of takiﬁg the ?énal»bonds ordered by the
Judge waé 7000'd011arsx short of ‘the cost of the goods,. Yhe duties
ware secured =nd the suit.on the libel oontihﬁed on & suggestionfthaf
a similsy ceses were subjeét to cpngressional consideration and nowr
nending which would 1nolude the vresent csase but T conoleved the crce
of the HEGULATOR not similar to thse before Congress. If ny oninion
‘nd the nroéeedings in thie c¢ose -~re thus fer correct =ns meet your
i-probntion, I sh~1ll be grotified. | 1r copceived erronenusly I wish

4
7
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Josenh Vhinple,

o Albert Gallztin - Fep. 10, 1813.
I btronsmiv ydu herewith enclosed my ‘eccount of.expenditures
for the iarine Lospital to the 31lst of Dec. last. = Finding the
sane persohs vhoce relief corurenced eérliefih the vecr necessarily
continued their élaims throﬁ;h thé sevefal cvarters, I was induced
to keep the @doount open and include the four quafférs in one ebstroct;
‘'he uncommon exp enses which has been iheﬁrred_in the last yerr
he s erisen nrincipally from several of the seemen =0 severely frozen
as to lose some of their limbs and othars who heve returned home
from imprisoanment sfter ceptube in distressed condition end entitled
to relief. |
'n instence of relief‘to 6 seamen is charged on Nov, 2k whose

clsins, I concieve, do notv come properly on the m rine hospital.

i'hey wers prisoners landed from & ccrtel from Eallifax and not

pelonging to this place and with more propriety subjects of relief
through the officer who should have charge of them as returned

vrisoners.. I have the honor etc etc.,

To albert Gellatin | | o March 13, 1813,

- - —— - . During the lsct season a privateer called the
LIVERPOOL PACKET from N.S. cruized 2 or 3 months betﬁeen'Cape Cod
and Ezstport and ceptured 30 or 40 sail of vessels., - She.was‘of
ebout 70 tons burthenkcafried 60 men and mounted 5 guns; one of ﬁhem
a 9 pounder; She Wesifrequently in sigué of -our narbor and it is
reported the same vessel has egein made her apﬁearance on this coast.
Cur present revenue cutter bveing too small to be of essenticl service
in our present situation, the vessel now offered by Mr. Ym. Badcor

ri~ht t2ke the plzce as a revenue cuhtter end occasionally join our

criaising Trigates, Mr. Badger has bullt severcl priveoteers which



208 . Joseph Hhipple.

Ua
(D

2

ol

(L

cre much apnroved of the terms for the vessel he offers ar
aollers including masts, all the carpenters and zll other work on the

hull excepnt the palnter° and the plumbers. - I hove the honor ete ete,

To R Rush L ‘ _' a - June 29, 1813,
On the night of January. 14th lest, in a mevere Storm.a ship wzs found

dpiven on shore of one of the ‘l s of Shoels 3 lea pue“ of“ our

arbour. 5 dend bddies were found driven oﬁ ghore on the méfning
of the 15th end the wreck of the ship,'8 more dexd bodies were found
afterwerds. A number of letters Weré found were found eppearing to
pe duplicctes by their vessels, =11 from Cadiz for Bultimore, -
Philsdelnhie and New York. by one letter which anpeared to be
committed to the care of a psssenger she was found to be the Swanish

Ehir COWCEPTION from Cadiz bound to New York znd consigned to Messrs

Irwrence and VWhitney, merchants of that plsce, ne ‘account of her
czrgo end ships popers were found Sundry pieces of vicol clothes

were driven on shore from the above wreck znd iaken up by the
inhabitants much hroken to pieces, The articles szved claimed by
sn 2gent of Messrs Lawrence Whitney after paying the people who saved

them as s&lvage were velued at 308 dollars., etc etd

To ¥m, Jones, Sec. of the Nevy . B Oct. 5, 1813.

At the rpxueot of the persons interested, T have the honor to
enclose you herew1th several certlflootes Proving thelr resvective
claims to the provisions made for their relief by the 17th section
of the‘"gct concerning letters of marfue, prizes end prize gooas”
pgssed-the 286%h June, 1812, viz
The ¢lzin of Martha Thomss, widow of Wm. Thomas, boat°w;1ns mate on

norrd the nrivateer TEOM:S sl-.in on board szid vescel,

. .
“niel
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209 ' Jozeph Whinple,
Dcniel'“ickering carnenters mﬁté of.£h9 pri&ate crmed shin POLLY
vounded on bhoard of said vessel Qnd
Jonn Rennett mreters mate of the nrivate armed schooner GUVERIOR

PLUAER wounded on vozrd said vessel,

To Willi=m Jones o ' Jen. 24, 1814.

I enclose h2aguwlikste reports of prisonerc of wor e-nwtred <nd

brouszht into this vort hy the Privote rmed Schooner FOX ete este.

Lo VWillirm Jones Dec. 23,181% 11 AM.
Yiith heartfelt regret I cnnounce to. you & nost terrible

catrestrovhe vhich hss t2ken place in this towm, the public interest

affected by it renuers it a dutv incumbent on me to trouble vou with

& h=e%y thouch nertiasl det=1l of it. . 2bhout helf »-st 7 oclock

lezct evening a fire broke out sbout 200 yards from the Custom Housse

" e#nd to the windward of itv. My dwelling house being zbout the
eomz distence. . On the first-cell of fire my attention was nzid

to vhe saving of the publie property nut in the act of doing it wss
driven out by the fire, I woe fortunate in saving cbout half the

puhlic paovers. and chose the most véluable.

All the buildings of one Street (Buck) and more thsn 400 yards in

lengtl were consumed, one half of snother: (Daniels) of about the

stme length ond a considersble part of 3 more shared the same frte

with 6 cross streets averaging nesr 100 y2rds ecch, & more perticular’

eccount I cennot give you e&s the mecns of saving property still

occuries the exertion of every citized. I heve etc ete.

o Willirm Jones N Jun. 24, 1814,

Tenjoemin Hunking being desirous of obt~ining & stotion on horrd

“hip of wer in the cuslity of his profession, I trke the liberte

T T P R TIT T
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Jocseph ‘“Yhirnle,

s
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to n-me him to wvou “nd to recommend hinm ag a skilful orectitioner

in phrsin snd suwsery snd o foithTul friend and suprorter of the
cdministrotion of our government ond would do honor to his appointment

nd nrofession in that stotion. I have the honor etc ete.

To Willicm Jones, Sec. of Novy ' Jen. 28,1814,

R

2

I h~d the honor to receive in due course your cirdulrsr letter

of the 17th Deg cnd the fct laving an Bmbarsgo ond also vour circular

ot

etter of the %2&th Jec., contsining instructions relating to =zid act.

]

Percelving thrt different constructions are nut on some narts of the

ezct and theot other vwarts operate distressingly inconvenient which I

conceive-are subject to remedv, I rm induced resnectfully %o exmlzin
theze suggestions and 1o ssk for further instructions or diresctions.

“tth respect to different constructions of the act, some Collectors

conceive thet corsting licensed vessels in bellest ere not restrzined
from lezvinz ¢ wort, others are of the opinion that by the law wo

vessel whether lsden or in ballsst sh211 lecve a hort excent those
nermltted under the 4th section. ‘I have proceeded under the first

of these opinions, concelving thet to be the law but to suffer no

g
vessel with a Czrgo on boerd to depart. !
With fespect‘to vesseis "whose employﬁént hssfmhiformly Been_

confined to the navigation of bays, sounds, rivers'étc" there cre
none such iﬁ thié‘vicinity. The tréhspdrtatibn,in our‘Rivers

is ?ltbgethér in unlicensed row boats 5nd:open've§sels called
aondolos_ﬁnd.scowé‘which l:tfer never go out of»the:harbour,'snd o
vessel vassing withbut the fort ot the entronce of Portsmouth
Horbor or in <eiling from Boston, on 1es§ingitheir liﬁhthouse, afe'-
£ much ét cser ond exnosnd to esvture 2s if thev were 10 miles from

the 1-nd =2ving thot the view rrom the harbor wouls deter o vyessel

.
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from sailing whén an enemy was in sight.. The waters Between Cape
Cod end Cape Ann is called Boston Bay or Mgssachuse%ts Bay giving name
to the State but isnot applicable to the contomplatéd navigation.by

the 4th section of the ict now is any waters known to me on this part

of the country except from Newport to Providence in Rhode Island, from

Boston to Hingham and Braintree in Massaéhusetts and some navigeble
waters within islands between Casco Bay and“Kennebeck on the district
of Maine. | |

The s ituation of towns between Cape Cod and Eastport calls for
the device of some remedy. The ports from Portsmouth to Boston |
inclusively are in a suffering conditinn for the want of fuel, limc
and lumberm this place in a manner having lost their winters stock
of wood by the late.conflagration and their great and irnediate want
of 1lime which they receive from Thomaston render their situation more
pecuiiarly distressing thaen perhaps any other town on this coast(
In likxe manner the eastern ports having been accustomed to exchange

their, wood, lime and dumber at these more westerly ports in New

England for corn and every small necessary sre reduced to great distress:

s they have represented to me, A remedy‘and relief in some

rmeasure may be had under restrictions which Would.be prabticable.‘
Llet every coaster give bond to deliver the cargo at the port he

clears for and no other. Let every Collector at the ports westerly

make themselves acquainted with the populatidn and wants of the

‘eastern ports to which provisions and other necesaaries are sent and

conform the sﬁpplies to such wants. Coasting vésséls are frequently
brought together in squads of 15 or 20 and saii near enough to the
coest (which.they do in winter) to make a port every night. Let one
'of the fleét,(the‘fastest sailer) keep two or three miles further

off tke shore to give signals on the appearance of an enemy that every
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».232 ' ~ Joseph Yhipple.
vessel might enter a port and  em well informed that there are no
ports more distant than S ieagues from apother. Lach vessel to
transmit a certificate of the delivery designated wi%hin 2 months.

In this manner coasting vessels might navigate the'coast with less
risque of captuxe and more certainty of avoliding a supply to the enemy
than any other way; their supplies being resitricted and places of
delivery designated, there would be no ﬁémptation to go off to a

foreign port. etc etc.

Yo Willlem Jones Asst. Sec. of the Treas. ‘ ’Aﬂeb. 8,‘1814.
I havé to state to YOu that being informed by a trusty officef'
ehomn 1 had appointed at Gosport (Isles of Shoals) of a - Chaban (?)
Boat put in there with goods on board from Héllifax, I immediatvely -
dispeteched a bosat thithet and brought her in, seilged and landed the
goods waich cbnsisted of 25 small packages of cutlery.worth probably .

3 to 4 thousand dollars. ‘he vessel and the goods are libedRed/

s}

T there should be a claimant, they probably will be pppraised, bonded
and given up, which has.been done in =everal Instances in this district
and finally lost. _

Ihis vessel was fitted out at Newburyport and'proceeded from thénce
to Hallifax with évcargo of barley/ I have obtained knowledge of
the names of the owners and the master and pray'jour‘ihstructioné
whnetker I shall prbsedufe them for the pehalties. " They reside in

Messachusetts, one in Newburypotﬁ and the othef in “dwley; I hav etc

To 2 - . | Feb. 18, 1814,
Agreeably to my letter of the 17th accompanying my reports of
the customs I now state that the unusual delay of those accounts was

ovvasioned by the loss of many of the papers and vouchers which were
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~» letter. On the first alarm of fire whioh broke out between

nrivste papers of value and all the office furniture.

¢ To Jemes Monroe | - July 1, 1814.

213 Joseph VWhipple.

consuvmed by fire on the 22nd day of Dec as mentioned in a formeyr

my dwellinz and the Custom House in an angular‘direction and equidistant
fron each, doubitful which course the wind woyld poiny I proceéded
immeédiately to my office taking with me a number of sacks or bags-for.
the purpose of securing my books and pépers. I pushed the mo st |
valuable in a truhk 6f which I had the key and filled the sacks with
those first coming Yo hend and directed them with the trunk to places
of safety pioceeding myself with some of them., feturning to my .
office with a further supply of bags, & found it enveloped in flames and
thdugh I en%ered the building and ascended the stairs, the only avenue
to ny office, the flames gushing in with mé, 1 was obliged to retreat

instantly. More than half my office papers were monsumed, many

i flattered myself for some time thet the trunk was safe as
several of the sacks of papers carried to different places through
mistake of those,who assisted me were returned after the fire.
Eight weeks having noﬁ elapsed I have but,littlé hope of recovering
the papers'contained in the trunk amongst which were 25 bonds
amounting to 13190 dollars, many feceipts for money advanced in the

prosection of suits etec - -~ -

To James Monroe, Sec. of State .. June 21, 1814, -
I transmit you herwith enclosed, at the request of Tobias Fernald
the tather of John Fernald an imerican seeaman now in confinement on boar(

the pritish prison ship CROVN PRINCE etc ete

I transmit you herewdth enclosed at the request of the friends
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of‘éeveral Ameiican Sezmen now inconfinement on board.the British
prison ship CROWN PRINCE documents to prové the birth and citizenship
of Jemes Shepherd, Hardison Lapish and ¥Wm. Edgerley. Tt is particule]
requested that thése proofs be transmitted to the American agsnt of p
prisons at London to éfféct their release from confinement. etec ete
Yo S.H.Smith, Comm. of Revenue , August 6, 1814,

‘As‘superintendenf of the lighthouse establishment in this Stéte
I have the hpnor to address this letter to you~in consequence of an
appliéation made to me by Col Walbach comzanding the tréops stationed
at Fort Constitution for the use of the Lighthbuéé and of the keepers
dwelling here to be occupied by the soldliers as barracks,

L concieved this recusst could not be complyed with by me without
pievious instructions for which I now apply. I concievéd the
Urgeney the use was aot so préSsiug 10 au intwedidve decls;on,season
or tThe eyar would admit of the use of tents or other temporary covers
for a short time at least. It is very certain that the occupancy
of the Lighthouse by the soldiers would expose it %o great Iinjury
withouvt a care not commonly exercised by them; fhe dwelling house
of the keeper although it would be much defaced and ihjured vould bé
of less consequence to the establishment. ~ Its use for barracks
therefore might be'admitted on the commanding officer providing a
tennement for thé\keeper, restoring the building when the use of it
for barracks shall .cease, to the staté it is néw in, In vibdication
of the measure of yielding the use of the ka Lighthouse for barracks
1% 1c observed by Col Walbach that in case of an attack on the Fort by
sea the Lighthouse_would be destroyed .by the inemys ships on the attack!

~e¢nd be equally exposed to our own guns in resisting, such is the situsat

[®)

» the Tort end the Lighthouse.




xto the enemy is requested by Cap Hull and Col Walbach and also the

" removal of the suoy on Stilemans fock is propséd by the latter.

vermont merely on suspicion that they are destined for Canada. X

2
15 Joseph Whipple,

L continuation of withholding the lights which would be é guide

On the other hand IAam requested by fishermen and coasters to restore
the lights, aliedginé that‘the navigation will be extremely hazardous =t
without them. |

On the whole, it is my opinion the danger of the eﬁemys asproach
to this harbor as it is presumed to be their intention is of much
greater consequence to the nation than the injurj‘that could be

sustained by our navigation. I have the honor etc etc.

Yo- @ ’ | August 18, 1814,

Cohecieving it to be the duty of every cltizen when impending
danger to uvuor éountry arises whether it shall be within his officilal
charge br not to give information of such transactions as expoée the
State to injury. YThe repeated rumors now confirméd by khown facts
that live cattle are continually drove into lower Canade from Vermont
Massachusetts; the district of Maine and from the northen counties
of New “*zmpshire induces me to state td you for‘thé information of the‘
President of tie U. S. thant many hundreds and probably théusands
of beef cattle have been driven into the énemies country. It has
already had such an effeét on the price of beef that those employed by
by the Contractors for our armies who have prucﬁased.at 4 doll. per.
hundred are now unable to procure it for‘léss than 6 dollars althouth.
thg country is well storked with thet article,  No authority.in a

Custor *“ouse officer is known to exist to stop cattle leaving for

concieve that other than the present measures are requisite, or further

. ~ 3 L]
1-we enectel

©o putv a stop to this most criminal preceeding of the

o

'Y ike enemfestof Sur'comntrydtéete
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