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Abstract – Verrucaria bernardinensis is only known in western North America. It is a lichenicolous lichen, a juvenile fungal parasite on Staurothele species 
which eventually develops an independent gray lichenized thallus. V. bernardinensis was described from San Bernardino Mountains in the southwestern 
Mojave Desert. It is documented by 10 collections in the Mojave Desert in Joshua Tree. The map of known distribution of Verrucaria bernardinensis in Joshua 
Tree is presented. We compiled a detailed list of records based on GPS data. 
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Verrucaria bernardinensis Breuss  

DESCRIPTION. – Breuss 2007.  

WORLD DISTRIBUTION. – North and South America. 

SUBSTRATE. – Lichenicolous on Staurothele species, calcareous and non-calcareous rocks. 

NOTES. – Verrucaria bernardinensis is a lichenicolous lichen, a juvenile fungal parasite on Staurothele species which eventually develops an 
independent gray lichenized thallus. It was described from Cactus Flats in the San Bernardino Mountains in the southwestern Mojave Desert (Breuss 2007) 
and was reported from the Granite Mountains (Knudsen and Werth 2008). It documented by 10 collections in the Mojave Desert in Joshua Tree. 
Placopyrenium noxium Breuss is very similar and occurs at Cactus Flats in southwestern Mojave with V. bernardinensis (Knudsen 2005) and can be hard to 
separate. 

DISTRIBUTION. – Juniper’s Flats, Little San Bernardino Mountains (Black Rock, Pushwalla), lower and upper Covington Flats, Queen Valley, Ryan 
Mountain, Skull Rock, Stirrup Tank, Wonderland of Rocks (Keys Ranch). 
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Known distribution of Verrucaria bernardinensis in JTNP. 

Location of Joshua Tree National Park in 

Southern California 

 

All 238 of Knudsen’s and Kocourková’s 

lichen collection sites throughout Joshua 

Tree National Park between the years of 

2005 and 2012. 
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