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Anyone who knows or is acquainted with Teuvo ‘Ted’ 

Ahti would not believe that he celebrated his 80
th

 birthday on 

14
th

 June, 2014, or that he ‘retired’ seventeen years ago. Every 

day he is as busy as ever pursuing his favourite subject, lichens, 

and countless other fields of botany including salicology. 

Ted became interested in botany at the relatively early 

age of 15 when he had to collect 100 plant specimens for a 

class project and realised that all plants have names. Since then 

he has collected thousands of specimens all with different 

names and they are housed in herbaria all over the world. A 

classmate who had assisted Dr Veli Räsänen one summer got him interested in lichens by 

naming some on their bird-watching trips in Helsinki and this interest was strengthened when, 

at 17, Ted had a summer job with the Forest Research Institute 

and had to pass a test in forest floor bryophyte and lichen 

identification. A few years later he had another summer job in 

reindeer range inventory in Lapland where he could practise his 

lichen identification skills again. After completing his master’s 

degree in natural sciences at Helsinki University in 1957, he 

received his PhD in 1961 for his thesis, a world monograph on 

‘Taxonomic Studies on Reindeer Lichens, Cladonia subgenus 

Cladina.’ He has now studied lichens for more than 50 years, 

always based at the Department of Botany or Botanical 

Museum, University of Helsinki, where he was appointed as 

Curator of Cryptogams in 1963, then Head Curator of the Division of Cryptogams, from 1979 

Professor of Cryptogamic Botany and finally Research Professor of Academy of Finland. 
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Following his retirement in 1997, Ted became a 

Research Associate in the Botanical Museum of the 

Finnish Museum of Natural History.  

Ted admits that travelling in many different 

countries is an important part of his scientific life and 

recommends it to aspiring young botanists. His 

favourite place is in Newfoundland, Canada, because 

in 1956 he spent 4 months there doing a caribou range 

inventory as part of his master’s degree and fell in love 

with that rather inhospitable territory despite it being 

wet, cold and mosquito-rich. Although he has been 

there several times, he will return again in September, 

2014. The most exotic and therefore exciting 

destination for him was Venezuelan Guayana, especially the tepui (table-top) mountains, which 

are only accessible by helicopter — truly 

extreme botanising.  

Canada has other happy memories for 

Ted and his wife, Leena, as they spent their two-

month honeymoon making the first 

comprehensive inventory of the plants, lichens, 

mosses and hepatics of Wells Gray Provincial 

Park, in the process collecting several thousand 

specimens. Ted was in British Columbia 

officially to conduct a study of mountain caribou habitats. Since then they have travelled 

widely together, not only to the Pacific states and provinces of Canada and USA, but to Nova 

Scotia, Russia, Japan, Australia and New Zealand, and separately to regions like South and 

Central America, China, Mongolia, Siberia, and the Sudan. Their research, covering all fields 

of botany, mycology and plant geography, has resulted in 417 publications by Ted alone. 

Wherever Ted goes in the world, he makes new friends. Knowing so many people and 

being the scientific networker that he is, he connects specialists with common interests to each 

other. He has also introduced many young people into the world of international collaboration 

in various fields of biological science.  For instance, one young botanist and ecologist from 

Yakutia, Aytalina Efimova, who met Ted when he led a Finnish/Russian expedition to Yakutia 

Identifying willows 

In Tapani Uronen’s willow garden 
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in 2002 to study the vegetation of the Lena River 

valley, has since visited and worked with 

established botanists, especially salicologists, in 

Finland, Sweden and UK. He has facilitated the 

visits of a great many scientists of all ages to 

Finland, including the authors of this 

contribution, all of whom now include him as 

a friend.  

Ted’s vast knowledge and international 

reputation were recognised in 2000 by the award of the Acharius Medal for his lifetime 

achievement in lichenology by the International Association for Lichenology (IAL), of which 

organisation he was the president from 1975 to 1981 and is 

currently Honorary President. At the time of his 60
th

 birthday, he 

was honoured by the publication of a special volume of Acta 

Botanica Fennica and other measures of esteem include having 

three genera, Ahtia, Ahtiana, and Teuvoa, named after him. 

When asked to share his motto, Ted said that he didn’t 

have one, so it may be a good idea to present him with one for his 

birthday. We suggest ‘Be a citizen of the world and unite 

science,’ which seems to have been his aim in life. 

 

 

The information provided by Begoña Aguirre-Hudson is gratefully acknowledged. 
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Hawksworth, D.L., Ahti, T., Coppins, B.J., and Sipman, H.J.M. 2013. Proposal to reject the 
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Fadeeva, M.A. and Ahti, T. 2013. Dopolneniya k likhenoflore zapovednika ”Kivach”. Trudy 

Gosud. Prirodn. Zapovednnika ”Kivach” [Additions to the lichen flora of Kivach Reserve] 6: 

149–151. 
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Pino-Bodas, R., Ahti, T., Stenroos, S., Martín, M.P. and Burgaz, A.R. 2012. Cladonia 

humilis and C. conista are different species. Biblioth. Lichenol. 10: 161–176. 

Divakar, P.K., Lumbsch, T.H. and Ahti, T. 2012. Multilocus phylogeny and classification of 

Parmeliaceae (Ascomycota) derived from PARSYS-10. 7th International Association for 

Lichenology Symposium, Bangkok, Thailand. P. 30 in Book of Abstracts. 

Stenroos, S., Högnabba, F., Pino-Bodas, R. and Ahti, T. 2012. Focus on the world 

Cladoniaceae. 7th International Association for Lichenology Symposium, Bangkok, Thailand. 

P. 159 in Book of Abstracts. 

Yánez Ayabaca, A., Ahti, T. and Bungartz, F. 2012. La família Cladoniaceae en las Islas 

Galápagos – Ecuador. Glalia 4: 38. 
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and flora. Symposium The East Asian flora and its role in the formation of the world’s 

vegetation, Vladivostok, Russia, p. 4. Abstract. 

Ahti, T. 2012. Cladoniaceae in the Guiana Highland region. Flora of the Guianas Biennial 

Symposium and Seminars, Leiden. The Netherlands. Abstract. 
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Galápagos – Ecuador. 10th Encuentro del Grupo Latinoamericano de Liquenólogos, Bogotá, 
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Cladonia graeca sp. nov. Mycosystema 30: 877–880. 
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of undiscovered global diversity. Phytotaxa 18: 1–127. 

Hawksworth, D.L., Divakar, P.K., Crespo, A. and Ahti, T. 2011. The checklist of 

parmelioid and similar lichens in Europe and some adjacent territories: additions and 

corrections. The Lichenologist 43: 639–645. 

Stenroos, S., Ahti, T., Lohtander, K. and Myllys, L. (eds.). 2011. Suomen jäkäläopas 

[Lichen flora of Finland]. Norrlinia 31: 1–534. 

Ahti, T. et al. 2011. Brodoa, Hypogymnia, Parmelia, Parmeliopsis, Pseudephebe, 

Pseudevernia, Tuckermannopsis, Vulpicida, Nomenclatural novelties. In A. Thell, and R. 

Moberg (eds.), Nordic Lichen Flora 4. Parmeliaceae. Uppsala: Museum of Evolution, Uppsala 

University. 

Sohrabi, M., Ahti, T, and Litterski, B. 2011. Aspicilia digitata sp. nov., a new vagrant lichen 

from Kyrgyzstan. The Lichenologist 43: 39–46. 

Fadeeva, M.A., Dudoreva, T.A., Urbanavichus, G.P. and Ahti, T. 2011. Lishayniki 

zapovednika Pasvik. (Annotirovannyy spisok vidov). [Lichens of the Pasvik Strict Nature 

Reserve. Annotated checklist]. Apatity: Kol’skiy nauchnyy tsentr RAN. 80 pp. 

Ahti, T. 2011. Comments on the bioclimatic divisions and the proposed legends for the 

Circumboreal Vegetation Map (CBVM).  CAFF Proceedings Series Report 2011: 45–46., 

Ahti, T. 2011. Criteria for delimitation and subdivision of the boreal zone in different regions 

of Eurasia and North America. CAFF Proceeding Series Report 2011: 10–11. 

Crespo, A. And Ahti, T. 2010. Phylogenetic generic classification of parmelioid lichens 

(Parmeliaceae, Ascomycota) based on molecular, morphological and chemical evidence. Taxon 

59: 1735–1753. 

Suija, A., Piin-Aaspõllu, T., Ahti, T.T., Marmor, L., Jüriado, I., Kannukene, L. and 

Lõhmus, P. 2010. New Estonian records: Lichenized and lichenicolous fungi. Folia Cryptog. 

Estonica 47: 105–107. 

Goward, T., Spribille, T. and Ahti, T. 2010. Hypogymnia recurva and Hypogymnia wilfiana 

spp. nov., two new lichens from western North America. Botany 88: 345–351. 

Piercey-Normore, M.D., Ahti, T. and Goward, T. 2010. Phylogenetic and haplotype analyses 

of four segregates within Cladonia arbuscula s.l. Botany 88: 397–408. 

Sohrabi, M., and Ahti, T. 2010. Nomenclatural synopsis of the Old World's manna lichens of 

the genus Aspicilia (Megasporaceae). Taxon 59: 628–636. 
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Fontaine, K.M., Ahti, T. and Piercey-Normore, M.D. 2010. Convergent variation in 

Cladonia gracilis and allies. The Lichenologist 42: 323–338. 

Lumbsch, H.T., Ahti, T. and Parnmen, S. 2010. Proposal 1926: To conserve Cladia against 

Heterodea. (Ascomycota). Mycotaxon 111: 509–511. 

Lumbsch, H.T., Ahti, T. and Parnmen, S. 2010. (1926) Proposal to conserve Cladia against 

Heterodea. Taxon 59: 643. 

Sohrabi, M., Seaward, M.R.D., Ahti, T., Sipman, H.J.M. and Schultz, M. 2010. An updated 

checklist for lichenized, lichenicolous and allied fungi of Iran. MYCO-LICH website. www-

mycolich.com. 

Efimova, A.P., Shurduk, I.F. and Ahti, T. 2009. Novyy mezhvidovoy gibrid roda Salix 

(Salicaceae) iz Yakutii [New interspecific hybrid of the genus Salix (Salicaceae) from the 

Yakutia]. Bot. Zhurn. (St. Petersburg) 94: 83–89. 

Uotila, P., and Ahti, T. 2009. Additions to the vascular flora of the Berezovye Islands 

(Koiviston saaret), Karelian Isthmus, Russia. Memoranda Soc. Fauna Fl. Fenn. 85: 33–44. 

McCune, B., Holt, E., Neitlich, P., Ahti, T. and Rosentreter, R. 2009. Macrolichen diversity 

in Noatak National Preserve, Alaska. North Amer. Fungi 4: 1–22. 

Burgaz, A.R. and Ahti, T. 2009. Cladoniaceae. Flora Liquenológica Ibérica 1. Madrid: 

Sociedad Española de Liquenología 111 pp. 

Velmala, S., Myllys, L., Halonen, P., Goward, T. and Ahti, T. 2009. Molecular data show 

that Bryoria fremontii and B. tortuosa (Parmeliaceae) are conspecific. The Lichenologist 41: 

231–242. 

Thell, A., Högnabba, F., Elix, J.A., Feuerer, T., Kärnefelt, I., Myllys, L., Randlane, T., 

Saag, A., Stenroos, S., Ahti, T. and Seaward, M.R.D. 2009. Phylogeny of the cetrarioid core 

(Parmeliaceae) based on five genetic markers. The Lichenologist 41: 489–511. 

Lai, M.J., Chen, X.L., Qian, Z.G., Xu, L. and T. Ahti. 2009. Cetrarioid lichen genera and 

species in Northeast China. Ann. Bot. Fenn. 46: 365–380. 

Ahti, T. and Aptroot, A. 2009. Two new species of Cladonia from the Azores. Biblioth. 

Lichenol. 99: 11–17. 

Kristinsson, H. and Ahti, T. 2009. Two new species of Cladonia from Iceland. Biblioth. 

Lichenol. 99: 281–285. 

Ahti, T. 2009. John Walter Thomson (1913-2009) – an eminent North American lichenologist. 

The Lichenologist 41: 561–563. 

Ahti, T. 2009. Criteria for delimitation of the boreal zone and its subzones in various regions of 

Eurasia and North America. 5th International Workshop Conservation of Arctic Flora and 

Fauna  (CAFF) Flora Group and Circumboreal Vegetation Mapping (CBVM) Joint Workshop, 

Uppsala. Abstract. 

McCune, B., Holt, E., Neitlich, P., Ahti, T. and Rosentreter, R. 2009. Macrolichen diversity 

in Noatak National Preserve, Alaska. Northwest Science Association Annual Meeting. 

Abstract. 

Urbanavichus, G., Ahti, T. and Urbanavichene, I. 2008. Catalogue of lichens and allied 

fungi of Murmansk Region, Russia. Norrlinia 17: 1–80. 

Ahti, T. and Stenroos, S. 2008. Cladonia oricola, a new coastal species of reindeer lichen in 

eastern North America. Abhandl. Westfäl. Mus. Naturkunde 70: 401–406. 
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Fadeeva, M.A., Golubkova, N.S., Vitikainen, O. and Ahti, T. 2008 ('2007'). Konspekt 

lishaynikov i  likhenofil'nykh gribov Respubliki Kareliya [Conspectus of lichens and 

lichenicolous fungi of the Republic of Karelia].  Petrozavodsk: Karelian Research Centre. 194 
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Flakus, A., Ahti, T., Kukwa, M. and Wilk, K. 2008. New and interesting records of Cladonia 

and their lichenicolous fungi from the Andean cloud forest in Bolivia. Ann. Bot. Fenn. 45: 

448–454. 

Ahti, T., Parnmen, S. and Mongkolsuk, P. 2008. Three new species of Cladonia from 

Thailand. Sauteria 15: 15–19. 

Parnmen, S., Rangsiruji, A., Mongkolsuk, P. and Ahti, T. 2008. Phylogenetics of lichens in 

the genus Cladonia (Cladoniaceae) in northern and northeastern Thailand. Sauteria 15: 385–

402. 

Hawksworth, D.L., Blanco, O., Divakar, P.K., Ahti, T. and Crespo, A. 2008. A first 
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Stenroos, S., Saag, A. and Ahti, T. 2008. A new phylogeny of Cetraria s. l. based on five 

genes including rare species. Pp. 70–71 in lichenological abstracts, 6th IAL Symposium and 

Annual ABLS Meeting, Asilomar, Pacific Grove, CA (Biology of lichens and bryophytes). 

Lohtander, K., Ahti, T., Stenroos, S. and Urbanavichus, G. 2008. Is Anaptychia 

monophyletic? A phylogenetic study based on nuclear and mitochondrial genes. Ann. Bot. 

Fenn. 45: 55–60. 

Lohtander, K., Urbanavichus, G. and Ahti, T. 2007. The phylogenetic position of two new 

species of Physconia (lichenized Ascomycetes) from Russia. Biblioth. Lichenol. 96: 5–19. 
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Ahti, T., Upreti, D.K. and Nayaka, S. 2007. Cladonia lutescens, a new lichen species from 

the Himalayas. Mycotaxon 101: 25–27. 

Ahti, T. 2007. Tuckermannopsis Gyeln. In H.T. Lumbsch, and S.M. Huhndorf, Notes on 

ascomycete systematics, No. 4742. Myconet 13: 88. 
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