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Pavel Lauterer at Seventy 
(*25 August 1933)

Pavel Lauterer was born in Brno on 25 August 1933 in Brno, to a family with a
strong interest for natural history. His father, Prof. MUDr. Zdenìk Lauterer, head
physician of the Provincial Psychiatric Hospital in Brno and later professor of psychiatry
at the Faculty of Medicine at Masaryk University, collected butterflies in his youth. His
mother, MUDr. Milada Lautererová, née Fleischerová, a pediatrician in the Regional
Diagnostic Home and later in the Children� Hospital in Brno, had an outstanding
knowledge of botany and published in this field. She wrote and illustrated Poisonous
Plants, a book that found wide favour with the public. She was the daughter of MUDr.
Josef Fleischer, a physician and amateur entomologist, a leading light and organizer of
cultural life in Brno in the early 20th century. A friend of the poet Bezruè, the writer
Mahen, the painter Schweiger, the entomologist Melichar and others, Josef Fleischer was
the author of several specialist articles on the beetles of Moravia, Slovakia and Sub-
Carpathian Russia. His collection, consisting of some 70,000 specimens, is deposited in
the Prague National Museum, together with the collection of his brother, which is even
more extensive. His brother was MUDr. Antonín Fleischer, physician, senator, and the
author of the annotated check-list of beetles of the Czechoslovak Republic as well as
many other entomological papers. He also founded the Moravian branch of the Czech
Entomological Society and was its president for many years. Antonín Fleischer shared his
hobby with his family and they collected beetles for him. It is small wonder that Pavel
Lauterer�s uncle, Zdenìk Fleischer, a professional gardener, prominent cactus grower and
amateur naturalist, became addicted to entomology as well. It was Zdenìk in particular
who was to have a deep influence on the young Pavel. They had regular Saturday
afternoon meetings in his garden and frequently went off for field excursions that often
lasted for more than a single day. In this enviroment, Pavel developed his passion for
nature and particularly for tiny arthropods. Another factor was his significant short-
sightedness, a considerable handicap in playing children�s games but a definite advantage
in spotting and observing small insects. At that time, his favourite teacher was Prof. Jan
Obenberger from the Prague National Museum. Even though Pavel met him only twice
personally, Obenberger�s books and his articles in the journals Na�í pøírodou [�Our
Natural History�] and Chvilky v pøírodì [�Country Moments�] so enthralled him that he
became a passionate entomologist. Pavel�s first collection of beetles goes back to spring
1947 and took place in the park of the Brno-Èernovice psychiatric hospital and the
nearby Rájeèek wood. His uncle taught him to determine his material. It was not long
before Pavel Lauterer became interested in the ants and myrmecophiles and extended the
area of his activities to Moravia and southern Slovakia. Some results of these
investigations are included in his first scientific publication, which appeared in 1954. His
collections of Coleoptera and Formicoidea comprise approximately 12,000 specimens
and are deposited in the Moravian Museum. They have since served many authors.
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Pavel Lauterer studied biology at the Faculty of Science in Masaryk University,
Brno, where he met leading Czechoslovak systematic zoologists such as Prof. Sergej
Hrabì and Prof. Stanislav Obr. In the course of his university years he became a voluntary
associate of the Department of Entomology of the Moravian Museum, where Dr. Jaroslav
Stehlík, the head of department, introduced him to Melichar�s world Auchenorrhyncha
collection. In 1953, Pavel started to study this group intensively. He graduated from the
university in 1957 with the diploma thesis The Auchenorrhyncha fauna of red-clover
fields in the Brno environs. 

For a short period after graduation he was employed at the Moravian Museum. In
1958 he became head of the parasitological and zoological laboratory at the Regional
Hygienico-epidemiological Station in Olomouc. During his four years there he studied
parasitic arthropods, especially ticks and mosquitoes, and pests of stored products. His
spare time was devoted to the Auchenorrhyncha and, following Prof. Karel Vondráèek,
he also began to give concentrated attention to the Psylloidea. He also became interested
in the Auchenorrhyncha parasitoids among the Diptera (Pipunculidae) and Strepsiptera.
In 1962 Pavel Lauterer returned to the Department of Entomology in the Moravian
Museum, where he continued to work as scientific associate and curator until his
retirement in 2002. Pavel continues his work there as a retired research associate. 
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In the Moravian Museum he was in charge of all the insect collections except for the
Heteroptera and Lepidoptera. He participated in all museum work to the full, including
sorting, sending out and mounting insects from expeditions to Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Cuba, tropical Africa and, recently, South East Asia as well. He himself was tireless in
his collection of insects of various groups, especially in Moravia, Slovakia and the
Balkans, often devoting his weekends and holidays to entomological excursions. In
nearly fifty years, he built up a huge collection of Auchenorrhyncha and Psylloidea in the
Moravian Museum, comprising over 300,000 specimens, mainly European. His Diptera-
Pipunculidae collection, some 3,000 specimens, is also worthy of note. 

Pavel Lauterer has always been an enthusiastic popularizer of entomology. He
created four non-permanent exhibitions. The last one, Let the Beetle Live!, travelled with
great success throughout Moravia in 2000�2003. He wrote several dozen articles on
insects for the daily press. Every year he led several entomological field excursions for
the public and for biology teachers. 

His activities among young people are also very special. For three decades he was a
member of the regional or national juries evaluating the results of the junior scientific
activities of secondary school students (the Natura semper viva, SOÈ and Biologická
olympiáda competitions). For the thirty years after 1970 he headed an entomological
circle in the Regional House of Pioneers and Youth (later the House of Children and
Youth) in Brno-Lu�ánky. During their regular Friday afternoon sessions he educated
young entomologists, lecturing on various insect groups, identifying insects, writing
papers and organizing field excursions, some of them lasting several days in Bohemia,
Slovakia or Germany. Pavel Lauterer always treated the members of the circle as if they
were his own family. His attention, enthusiasm, and fascinating thrilling, together with
the confortable atmosphere will always remain in the minds of the participants. His circle
was attended by possibly more than two hundred boys and girls, many of whom have
retained their interest in entomology to this day. About twenty-five of them have
graduated as professional biologists.

In his more specialist capacity, Pavel Lauterer identified insect material for several
projects, in plant-protection, ecology, nature conservation and in subfossil findings from
archaeological excavations. His outstanding general knowledge also enabled him to
determine many insects for the public, such as household pests and pests of stored
products. He is the author of 119 scientific papers. His long-term investigations into the
Hemiptera and Diptera-Pipunculidae of the Czech Republic and Slovakia record detailed
information on the distribution and biology of many species for the first time. They also
document changes in natural habitats throughout these countries in the last fifty years.
His careful and detailed field observations, together with the laboratory breeding done on
his own balcony in Brno, have lent new insight into the biology of many central European
Psylloidea species. He built up contacts and made friends with many leading world
Hemiptera specialists, resulting in several stays abroad, for example in Poland, Russia,
Greece and Switzerland, as well as co-authorship of numerous scientific papers.

Pavel described six genera and fifty-five species of Psylloidea and Auchenorrhyncha
new to science. Honouring his scientific achievements, four genera � Lautereriana
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Dworakowska, 1974 (Cicadellidae),
Lautereria Young, 1977 (Cicadellidae),
Lauterodelphax Asche et Remane,
1983 (Delphacidae) and Lautereropsis
Burckhardt et Malenovský, 2003
(Psyllidae) � and twelve species of
Hemiptera, Diptera and Hymenoptera
are named after him.

Pavel Lauterer is not only a very
knowledgeable and hard-working
scientist but also a friend with a good
sense of humour. 

Pavel, we thank you for sharing
these qualities and wish you all the best
for the years to come!

IGOR MALENOVSKÝ &
DANIEL BURCKHARDT

Moravské zemské muzeum, Brno 
& 

Naturhistorisches Museum, Basel
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