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An Esd opportunity m b Y m  

Date: April3,2007 
Subject: Proposed AEP Transmission Lines 

M C  No.: P-CF..-07-033 
S W h  

Mr. Rob Reid 
PBS&J 
18383 Preston Road 
suite 110 
Dallas,TX 75252 

Dear Mr. Reid: 

This respodds to your letter of 28 February 2007 seeking agency concerns 
within the pIanning area for transmission Iines to be constructed for American 
Electric Power‘s prqmsed coal-- generation p h t  in Hempstead County, 
Arkansas. As per ow communication witB Keili Ebrm of PBSM we 
are at this time providing general information for a refined study area that 
includes the transmission line corridors previously reviewed by this agency 
for U R S  Corporation, plus an expanded area to the north that inchides the 
power plant site and the Little River Bottom area 

Within the delineated study area, a total of 40 elements of special concern 
have been recorded (roughly 75 individual occurrences). This includes three 
species listed as endangered or threatened by the U.S. Fish and WildWe 
Service, 3 1 plants and animals of state concern, five high quality examples of 
natural communities, and colonial bird nesting sites. Please refer to the 
annotated Hempstead, LMe River, and Miller County Eternent Lists. A 
legend is enclosed to help you interpret the codes used on this list. 

Nacatoch Ravines Natural Area is also recorded within the s t u e  area. A map 
depicting the boundaries of tbe Natural Area is enclosed for your reference as 
well as an area description taken from o w  2006 Annual Report. This area is 
co-owned with The Nature Conservancy and is also considered an Ahmas-  
Game and Fish Commission WildIife Management Area (WMA]. Little River 
Bottom WMA and the northern t ip of Bois d’Arc WMA also fall within the 
study area. The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission should be able to 
provide more information on these areas. 

It is also of note that Grassy Lake and the Little @ver Bottoms area have been 
recognized as possessing mas of high natural quality and have been 
evaluatsd lis potential National Natural Landmarks, A copy of a 1986 Little 
River Bottoms account that was included in a study entitled “Potential Natural 
Lmdmarh of the Western Gulf Coastal Plain” is enclosed for your reference, 



As the study comdors are refmed you may want to check with us again to determine the occurrence 
Zocations of sensitive elements with& the defined corridors. For more information on how to reguest 
a site specific search of our database, pIease refer to our website: 
htta:Ilnahlralhefitae;e.comll3ro~~data-reauests.aso 

The opportunity to c o m t  is appreciated. 

Cindy Osborne 
Data Manager 

EncIosures: Legend 
Hempstead, Little River, Miller County Element Lists (annotated) 
Locator and Boundary Maps for Nacatoch Ravines NA 
NNL Account for Little River Bottoms 



STATUS Coos 

FEDERAL STARIS COOES 

C s 

LE 

Lf n 

- w =  

E = 

PT 1D 

TlSA = 
USA 

Proposed Endangered: the U.S. Fkh and Wlldlife %Nice hab proposed this $peek$ for IlatlrPg as 
endanggmd, 

Proposed Threatanrd; the U.S. Fbh and Wildlife S d c e  has proposed tMs 8- for listing as 
threatened, 

Threa!ened (or Endanaared) -use of similarity d appeamm 

STATE 87hW CODES 

INV = Inventory Ekment; The Adtansas Natual Heritage Commlsslon is wmmtly conducting retlve Invenmy 
work on thasa &mnts. Auallable data suggests these elements are of eonsenratlan mm. These 
elements may indude outstanding emples of Natuml Communities, cotonial bird nesting sites, 
outdtandlng m i c  and geologk features 8% well as piants and ;snh&. which, aCCOrdhQ td C u m t  
infomation, may be rare, peripheral, or of an undetermined status in the state. Thg ANHC is gathering 
&tailed IocaOlon infamation on t h e  dements. 

WAT = 

MON = 

SE = 

ST = 

Watch List Species; The Arkansas Nattuml Heritage Commisslon is rpot conducting active Inventory 
work on these speck. however, avakbk informalion suggests !hey may be of conrewaiion w m .  
The ANHC ir gstherlng general infonnatim on status and frends d the8e demsnts. An (Iw indicates me 
status of the specis will be changed to WNV' if the specks Is v%riWd as occurring fn the state (this 
typically mean8 the qency has received a M e d  bmding mwd far the speck). 

Monitored SpacieS; The Arkansas ktuml Heritage Commloslon Fs c u m t l y  rnonitorfng information on 
t h w  spdes. Theee spech do not haw conomtion cmcwn8 at m n L  Thy may be new smies 
to the state, of species on whlch additional lnformatlm Io needed. The ANHC is #athering detailed 
location informath on theoe elemem 

State Endan-; the Arkansas Natural Herltage Commission applies this t m  to natlve plant taxa 
whleh am In danger of being extirpated fmn the state. 

State Threatened; Tho Arkansas Natural Harltage Camnisaion appllea this term to Rathre plant taxa 
which are belked l h l y  to become endangered in N n s a s  in tho foreseeable future, based on m t  
Invenmy informalion. 

OEFlNltlON M RANQ 
Global Ranks 

62 

GQ = 

G5 = 

GH = 

GU r 

Vulnerable ~bbafly. At moderate risk of extinctlon due to a restricted ranQe, mlatively few populations 
(&n 80 M fswer), rw#nt and wi&spfead decllneo, or other factors. 

Apparenuy secure globally. Uncommon but not rare; some ausa fof long4erm Q o n m  due to 
decllnes OT OUW factws. 

Secum glabally. Common, widespread and abundant 

Of historical occurren~~,  w i b l y  extlnd globally. Misshg; known from only historical ocwrrence9, 
but StlIl soma hope of radircwery. 

Unmnk8ble. CumntJy unrankable d w  to lack of informaHon w dwr to aubstantlally wflietlng 
in fmathn  about status OT trends. 



Arkansas Natural Heritage Commisslon 
Department of Arkansas Heritage 

Inventory Researeh Program 
L i e  River County 

SdenbIflCName CMnmOn Name Fedeml #ate Global staw 
satus statw MIl k ual& 

f 

f 

Sin  Antonlo fal8e-Wgbw 
Wummond’s wiw orrlon 
panided indigo bush 
a gmund plum 

LE 
LE 

LE 

LT-PD 

LE 

INV 
INV 
ST 
INV 

INV 
INV 

GI  
62 
62 
66 
G x 3  
62 
G4 
62 
G9G4 
G5 
63 
@l 

WG4 
G5 
G5 
G4 
a 
G3 
G4m 
65 

G5 
G5 
G2Q3 
G5T5 

G5 
G5r4 

SP 
52 
52 
53 
51 
52 
53 
52 
53 
52 
52 
5354 

S I  
$1 
S l  
52 

S l  
S i  
5255 
51 
S I  
$1 
52 
SH 
5153 
52 
SI 
81 
53 
su 
52 
52 

53 
S I  



IW 
IW 
INV 
IW 

INV 

G5 
G6 
G5 
G4 

G5 
64 
G5 
G5 
64Gs 
6515 
G5 
G5 
W? 
G5T3T4Q 
64 
# 
G5 
G2U 
G5 

GNR 
GNR 
GNR 
GlrlR 

GNR 

5253 
su 
53 
53 
S I  
53 
$3 
$253 

sa 
SI 
5253 
51 
53 
St 
52 
5a3 
51 
52 
5152 

SI 
SNR 
$1 
52 

SNR 

I These elements of spedal c O n m  haw bean recordd within lhe &lheaM study area (as refined on 21 March 2007) for tke 
pmpsad AEP Transmission Line Projects. 
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Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission 
Department of Arkansas Heritage 

tnventory Research Program 
Hempstead County 

Scientific Name Common Name Federal Stab Globd state 
%us status Rank Rank 

edeafrabroxakve 
Drummwrd's wild Onion 
glade mian 
a ground plum 

rabbit tobacco 

LE 

LE 

LT-PD 

LE 

IMV 
INV 
INV 
INV 

INV 

G3 
OSG4 
G3G4 
0 5  
G5 
G5 
G5 
65 
G5 
G5 
64 
G5 
G5 
GST5 
G5 
G5 
G412Q 

Gs 
G5 
G5 
G5T5 

G6 
G5T4T5 
GI 
G5T3 
G5 
Gs 
G5-E 

si 
5253 
SNR 
52 
52 
S i  
51 
$1 
52 
5354 
525 
sisa 
52 

5z7 
53 
52 
S38,S3N 
$21 
SlB,SN 
S20,SM 
52? 
53 
52 

SH 
53 
S'IB 
53 
SZ 
sa 
52b 

SI 
$1 
53 
52 

5152 
5253 
5253 
5354 
53 
53 
52 

S I W  



f 

f 

waler birds 

G6 
M 
G5 
G5 
64 
64 
G4 
G5 
U 
G5 
G4G5 
G5 
G5 
G5 
G4? 
G5 
G5 
G5 
64 
GSTHR 
G4 
a5 
G2Q 
Gs 

GNR 
GNR 
GNR 
GNR 
GNR 

GNR 

5i53 
5153 
52 
SH 
52 
$3 
53 
5152 
55 
5253 
$2 
53 
szss 
SH 
53 
5253 
$152 
53 
52 
S I  
5233 
S I  
52 
53 

SNR 
SI 
53 
SNR 
52 

SNR 



Arkansas Natural Heritage Commlssion 
Department of Arkansas Heritage 

Inventory Research Program 
Miller County 

SdenWt Mama Common Manw Federal Shto Globol siau 
Status StaRts Rank Rank 

IW 
INV 
INV 
I N  

INV 
tw 
INV 
-IHV 
tw 
INV 
INV 
IW 
INV 
INV 
IW 
INV 

LE w 

G2 
G5 
G5 
G5 

G5 
G5 
G4 
G5 
G5 
65 
G3 
w 5  
Gs 
G5 
63 
64 
G4T4 
m 4  
G5r5 

si 
52 
52 
52 

$2? 

52? 
sz 
52 
52? 
sx 
53 
53 
SH 
52? 
52 
52 
$26 

S I  
5152 
$2 
52 

5253 
SZ 
52 
si 
SI 
51 
52 
52 
$1 
51 
52 

5253 
SI 
52 
55 
su 
53 
ST 
52 
5153 
5152 



SwBllOwB & swifts 
water Mrds 

G5 
43514 

G5 
G4G5 
w 
G5 
G5 
G5 
64’1’4 
G4 
G5 

G4G5 
G4 
G$ 

64 
G M  
G5 
66 
G47 
m 5  

INV GNR 
INV GNR 

52 
51 
St 

SH 
S I  
53 
5253 
52 
$152 
53 
52$3 
$1 
53 
52 
SI 
53 
52 
53 
SS 
si 
5152 

$1 
SNR 
$1 
52 
53 

SMR 
SNR 



Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission 
hpartment of Arkansas H8ritqe 
Nacatoch Ravines Natural Area 

2 2 4 Miles 

Carntv: Hempst& O a k  Added To System: 1989 Acreage: 035.125 

Directions: F m  Interstate 30 take exxit 18 at FJton, trave4 west on U.S. Highway 07 
for 1 mile to S W  Highway355. Turn right and travel north approximateb 
3 miles to bouthem 
gproximateiy 2 5  milw to norttmm tract. 

Continue north on S W  Highway 355 fur 



9/18/2006 Arkansas Natural Heritage Comdssion 
Department of Arkansas Heritage 

System of Natural Areas 
Approximate Natural Area Boundaries 

X 

- 
Nacatwh Ravines Natura( Arm 

County: Hempstead 

USGS Topographic Quadrangle: McNab 7.5' 
TownshiplRange: flZSIR27W Section($) 25.24 

TlWR2BW 05-08 

DateAddd To System: 19889 Acreage: 635.1 25 

Contour Interval: 10 feet 
-_.  - -  

TlWR27W O? 
Directions: F m  Interstate 30 take exit 18 at Fulton. travel west on U.S. Highway 67 

for 1 mitt to Sfste Highway 355. Turn right and travel north amroximatdv 3 mites 
to southern tract. Continue north on State Highway-355 for ap~roximataly 2.5 mile 
to northern tract. 



Project Co-ordinator 
David D. Diamond 

Texas Natural Heritage Program 
General Lanu Office 

Stephen F. Aurtfn Building 
Austin, Texas 78705 

Ian Butler 
Oklahoma Natural Heritage Program 

Nancy J. Craig 
Louisiana Natural Eeritage Program 

ThQmas L. Fotf 
Arkansas Natural Heritage Program 

anB 
Susan P. Rust 

Texar Natural Heritage Program 

July 1486 
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Location and Size: Hempstead County, Arkansas 
USGS Quad - Red Blufi ,  McNab -- 
TP2S827W and T13SR27W, SP 
11,500 be (4660 ha) 
Just west of McNab 

Ownership: Private 

Oescrf tfont This ia a very large and diverse area which 
es a variety of bottomland vegetation typest portions of 

two bottomland streams, oxiKIw lakes  and bbckmamps, and even some 
high-qualfty upland forest, which fs extremely fare i n  the 
northern West Gulf Coastal Plain. The area Includes the 3,000 
acre (1215 ha) Qrassy Lake area, which has prevfourly been 
recamended for landmark status by Holz and Baker (1982) and by 
Q.S. Waggoner (19751. ft also has been evaluated as a potential 
landmark by Dale and Huffman (n.d.1 who detennfned i t  to be "weU 
gualif ied for landmark status. 

Each of these previous studies has focused narrowly on the 
Grassy Lake Baldcygxeos-Tupelo swamp which, with its overall 
undisturbed condition, variety of aquatic and riparian 
eamunitiea, and diversity of animal life, is the premier 
eeoloqkal f satwe of the area. Neverthelesrs , inspection shows 
that a far larger area adjacent to Grassy Lake also is likely to 
be of Vtfonal significance. fnspectfon from a light plane has 
r8veahd lakes that appear to be as natural as Grassy Lake 
itself, though nut as extensive. V i s l t s  to the western part of 
the area have documented a forest that has been selectively 
logged fn the past but is reasonably mature and representative of 
the natural vegetation o f  the region. Field inspection of the 
northeastern edge of the area documented a mature upland Oak- 
Hickory forest en calcareous sands. Aer ia l  photo interpretation 
shows the entire outlined area to be similar in quality t o  those 
parts that have heen visited in the field.  

likely that a l l  or a large part of the outlined area, 
if thoroughly and exhaustively evaluated, will prove to be o f  
national aignifieance. of courge, the grassy Lake area itself 
requires no further evaluation: it is a natural area of national 
significance which is potentially very valuable as a scientific 
and educational rasource. 

It is 

Land U s e :  outaoar recreation; timber management 

Dangers to fntecrrit : Protection Brferfty B/C - modification of 
f e  Iraanagnwnt of watex I s v e h  at  Mil5wood dam 
upstream, introduction of exotic species (mite m r ) ,  timber 
management, and water level  control in the bottomlands are 
potential problems. 

Data Sourctg: File8 of Arkansas Natural Heritage Corrm~isslon 
Field trlps and flights 
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Aerial photo interpretation by a rprcialist 

Tan Clark 
Hendrfx College 
Conway, ArlransaB 

I 

References: Dale and Huffman undated 
Holz and Baker 1982 
Waggoner 1975 

sensitivity: The Grassy Lake area is extremely sensitive; 
landmark desfgnatian could lead to adverss consequences. 
Designation o f  a larger area under a different name might reduce 
the sensitivity. 

I Edwin Bridges 
1781 Spyglass Dr, J*Nl 

Steve Orzell 
Texas EJatuxal Eeritnge Program 
GLU,. S c F .  Austin Bldg. 
Austin, TX 78701 

k. A u s t i n ,  TX 78746 

I .: . . 





Stone, Amanda M 

From: 
Sent: 
TO: 
SUbJeCt! 

Attachments: 

h e n ,  Kelli D 
Wednesday, April 04,2007 1 :33 PM 
Stone, Amanda M; Ademski, Thomas J 
Fw SWEPCO Transmission line reviewMiller County 

Millerco.pdf 

MlIkc~.pdf (22 KB) 

----e Original Message ----- 
From: Cindy Osborne <Cindy@arkansasheritage.org> 
To: Boren, Kelli D 
Sent: Wed A p r  04 13:15:06 2007 
Subject: SWEPCO Transmission line review-Miller County 

KeLli, 

For  some reason, the annotation on the  first Miller County List I sent  did not show-up, 
Please replace the first list w i t h  this l i s t .  I apologize f o r  t h e  mistakes, I ' m  afraid 
things are a l i t t l e  crazy around here this neek. 

Cindy 

Cindy Osborne 

Data Manager/Environmental Review Coordinator 

Arkansas N a t u r a l  Heritage Commission 

1500 Tower Building 

323 Center Street  

Little Rock, AR 72201 

Phone: 501-324-9762 

Fax : 501-324-9618 

e-mail: cindy@arkansasheritage.org 

1 



Stone, Amanda M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Attachments: 

Boren, Kelli 0 
Wednesday, April 04,2007 1:32 PM 
Stone, Amanda M; Ademski. Thomas J 
Fw: SWEPCO Transmission line review - L e p d  

LEGEND.pdf 

EGfND.pdf (8 KB) 

----- Original Message ----- 
From: Cindy Osborne <C~ndy@arkansasheritage.org> 
To: Boren, Kelli D 
Sent: Wed A p r  04 13:02:41 2007 
Subject: SWEPCO Transmission line review - Legend 

Kelli, 

Here is a legend, 1 apologize, b u t  I neglected to attach the Legend to my previous E-mail. 

Cindy Osborne 

Data Manag@r/Environmental R e v i e w  Coordinator 

Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission 

1500 Tower Building 

323 Center Street 

Little R o c k ,  AR 72201 

Phone: 501-324-9762 

Fax : 501-324-9618 

e-mail: cindyearkansasReritage.org 

1 



Stone, Amanda M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Attachments: 

Ekmn, Kelli D 
Wednesday, April 04,2007 1 :31 PM 
Stone, Amanda M; Ademski, Thomas J 
Fw: SWEPCO Transmission line review 

nacatochravlnes_quad.jpg; ANH~~ttter-TransStudyArea-pdf; HernpstsadCapdf; 
tEGEND.pdf: LittleRlverCo.pdf; MiHerCo.pdf; nacatochravines-locator-jpg 

a I '.. 

mtochrav+m-q ANHc-letter-TransS Hemp!SwdCo.pdf LEGEND.pdf (8 KB) t i l # e m , p d f  MlllerCo.pdf (22 KB) nacatocbmvines_Do 

received three emails from ANHC. I will send then to you guys. 

catw.jpg 1%. 
I j u s t  

wd.jpg (503 ,.* tlsdyArea,pdf... I22 K W  (21 w 

T o m y  

I have not opened these so I am not sure how much information they contain but if they 
have sites i d e n t i f i e d  s tart  putting them on the constraints map. Rob and  I may try t o  
call you later to discuss. 

Thanks, 

Kelli 

----- Original Message -=--- 

From: Cindy Osborne <Cindy@arkansasheritage.org> 
To: Boren, Kelli D 
Sent: Wed A p r  04 12:59:26 2007 
Subject: RE: SWEPCO Transmission line review 

Attached are  ANHC comments on PBS&J's letter of 23 February. Since you changed t h e  level 
of information you were seeking we handled it as an opportunity t o  review, so no charges 
were incurred. The following files are  attached: 

ANHC-letter-TransStudyARea-pdf - ANBC comments 
HempsteadCo.pdf - an annotated Hempstead County Element List 
LittleRiverCo-pdf - an annotated Little River County Element List 

MilLerCo.pdf - an annotated Miller County Element L i s t  

Macatochravines_Locater.jpg - A county locator map w i t h  the boundaries of Nacatoch Ravines 
NA 

Nacatochravines_quad.jpg - A quadmap w i t h  the boundaries of Nacatoch Ravines NA 

The letter references a copy of a 2986 National Natural. Landmark account f o r  Little River 
Bottoms. 
is broken. It will be included in t h e  hard copy that will be sent to you by USPS. 

I do not currently have this document available electronically and our scanner 

I 



Please feel free to contact: me if you have questions or need additional information. 

Sincere1 y, 

Cindy Osborne 

Data Manager/Environmental R e v i e w  Coordinator 

Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission 

1500 Tower Building 

323 Center Street 

Little Rock, AR 72201 

Phone: 501-324-9762 

Fax : 501-324-9618 

e-mail: cindy@arkansasheritage.org 

From: Boren, Kelli D [mailto: KDBoren@pbsj .corn] 
Sent: Monday, April 02, 2007 9.53 AM 
To: Cindy Osborne 
S u b j e c t :  RE: SWEPCO Transmission line review 

That would be great if you could provide the annotated lists f3r the  study area. Thanks,  

Kelli Boren 

Project Manager 

PBS & J 

18383 Preston Road, Suite 110 

Dallas, TX 75252 

Phone: 972-588-3132 

h a i l :  kdboren@pbs j a corn 

From: Cindy Osbame Imail to:Cindy~arkansasheri tage.orgl  
Sent: Monday, April 02, 2007 9:39 API 
To: Boren, Relli D 
Subject: RE: SWEPCO Transmission line review 

2 



Kelli, 

For SQ~W reason, I only today received the voice mail that you left last Friday. I 
received the f i l e s  and was able to use them. Our county element l ists are available on 
OUT web site either by using OUT Rare Elements Search Engine: 
http://naturalheritage.com/program/eleme~~-sea~c~/ or you may print them from our  Annual 
Report: http://naturalheritage.com/resources/rep~xt~ . If you need me to annotate t he  
lists so that you know which elements are within the search area you defined, I should be 
able to do that re la t ive ly  quickly, and could provide them to you via E-mail. Please let  
me know if you would Like to receive t h e  annotated lists. 

Sincere1 y, 

Cindy 

Cindy Osborne 

Data Manager/Environmental Review Coordinator 

Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission 

1500 Tower Building 

323 Canter Street 

Little Rock ,  AR 72201 

Phone : 50 1-324 - 97 62 

Fax : 501-324-9618 

e-mail: cindy@arkansasheritage.org 

From: Boren, Kelli D [mailto: KDBoren@pbsj .corn] 
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2007 12.42 PM 
To: Cindy Osboxne 
Subject :  Fw: SWEPCO Transmission line review 

We have merges the URS search and our search area. Anything that you d i d  not look at in 
the search for URS we need information on, If you have any questions or need additional 
information let me know. Thanks for  your assistance in t h i s  matter. 

Kelli Boren 

Project Manager 

PBS&3 

18383 Preston Road, Suite 110 

3 



Dal las ,  TX 75252 

Phone: 972-588-3132 

Email: kdbaren@pbsj.cam 

From: McGuire, Mark A 
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2007 I0:59 AM 
To: Boren, KeZli D 
Sub jec t :  RE: SWEPCO Transmission line review 

Here you go. 

From: Boren, Kelli D 
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2007 10:22 AM 
To: McGuire, Mark A 
Subject: Fw: SWEPCO Transmission line review 

Mark, 

Here are the f i l e s !  Thanks, 

K e l l i  Boren 

Project Manager 

PBS&J 

18383 Preston Road, Suite 110 

Dallas, TX 75252 

Phone: 972-588-3132 

Email: kdboren@pbsj.com 

From: Cindy Osborne [mailto:Cindy@arkansasheritage.orgl 
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2007 10:17 AM 
To: Boren, Kelli D 
Subject: SWEPCO Transmission line review 

Kelli, 

4 



Thanks f o r  sending the new shapefile. I was able t o  open it. However, I ' m  a little 
confused a f t e r  reviewing i t .  I don't understand what area  you would l i k e  searched. I 
have attached the  ArcView shapef i le  for the corr idors  that were searched for URS in 2006. 
Perhaps this shapef i le  could be modified to include the additional area you would l ike 
searched fo r  the transmission line review. 

Thanks 

Cindy 

Cindy Osborne 

Data Manager/Environmental Review Coordinator 

Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission 

1500 Tower Building 

323 Center Street 

Little Rock, AR 72201 

Phone: 501-324-9762 

Fax : 501-324-9618 

e-mail: cindy@arkansasheritage.org 

From: Boren, Kelli D [mailto:KDBoren@pbsj.com] 
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2007 8.38 AM 
To: Cindy Osborne 
Cc: L y t e r ,  David C 
S u b j e c t :  RE: 

T r y  this one. 

KeLli Borsn 

Pro j ec t Manager 

PBS & J 

18383 Preston Road, S u i t e  110 

Dallas, TX 75252 

Phone: 972-588-3132 

Ernail: kdboren@pbsj.com 
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From: Cindy Osborne [mailto:Cindy@arkansasheritage.org] 
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2007 8:17 AM 
To: Boren, Kelli D 
Subject: RE: 

Kelli, 

I've only  just  now had the opportunity to look at t h e  files yau sent. Unfortunately, we 
are still using ArcVien 3.2 and I am not able to open the file you s e n t .  
possible to receive the file in a format readable by ArcView 3.2? 

Would it be 

Thanks, 

Cindy 

Cindy Osborne 

Data Manager/Environmental Review Coordinator 

Arkansas N a t u r a l  Heritage Commission 

1500 Tower Building 

323 Center Street 

L i t t l e  Rock, AR 72201 

Phone: 501-324-9762 

Fax : 501-324-9618 

e-mail: cindy@arkansasheritage.org 

From: Baren, Kelli D [mailto: KDBorenapbs j .corn] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2007 9.18 AM 
TO: Cindy Osborne 
Subject: 

Cindy, 

The attached file is state plane NAD 83 Arkansas south U.S. feet. The areas to t h e  
north and west of what you previously reviewed are what we are requesting additional 
information on to meet AEP's immediate needs. Give me a ca l l  if you have questions or if 
this doesn't work. 

We are hopeful t h a t  we can supply you with more specific corridors for your review of t h e  
6 



rest of our study area by the end of next week. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Kelli Boren 

Pro)  ect  Manager 

PBS&J 

18383 Preston Road, S u i t e  110 

Dallas, TX 75252 

Phone: 972-588-3132 

Email: kdboren@pbsj.com 

7 
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Arkansas Natural Heritage 
co m rn is s i 0 n 

1500 Tower Building 
323 Center Street 

Little Rock, AR 72201 
(501) 324-9619 

fax: (501) 324-9618 
tdd: (501) 324-981 1 

e-ltlail: 

website: 
- 
An E@ *partunity Employer 

Date: July 10,2007 
Subject: Proposed SEP Transmission Line Alteimtives 

Little River, Hempstead, and Miller Counties, AR 
ANHC NO.: l'-CF..-07487 

Ms. Kelli Boren 
PB§&J 
18383 Preston b a d ,  Suite 1 10 
Dallas, TX 75252 

Dear Ms. Boren: 

Staff members of the Arkansas Natura! Heritage Commission have reviewed 
our files for records indicating the occurrence of rare plants and animals, 
outstanding natural communities, natural or scenic rivers, or other elements of 
special concern within a -25 mile corridor (either side) of the propod 
transmission lines or within waterbodies one mile upstream or downstream of 
transmission line crossings. The results of this review are provided 
electronically as an ArcView shape5 le. Documentation describing the 
shapefile is enclosed for your reference. 

Thirteen species of conservation concern have been recorded within the search 
area: 

Ammoctypra claw, western sand darter - State Concern 
Arkansiu wheeleri, Ouachita rock pocketbook - Federal Concern 

Cyckpus elongalus, blue sucker - State Concern 
Hidon nlosoides, goideye - State Concern 
ihnpsilis safwa, sandbank pocketbook - State Concern 
Notmpis bukdi, Red River shiner - State Concern 
Quadrula upiculaba, southern mapleleaf - State Concern 
Quadruita metmevra, monkeyface - State Concern 
Sacciolepis striata, American cupscale - State Concern 
Sophora aflnis, Eve's necklace - State Concern 
Sterm untilhmn dhulusm$, Interior Least Tern - Federal Concern 

h i o m e m  betpalasmaas, pondhorn - State Concern 

(endangered) 

(endangered) 

Most of these elements are associated with stream or waterbody crossings. 
No elements have been recorded immediately within any of the study 
corridors. 

The southern tract of Nacatoch Ravines Natural Area is adjacent to tke power 
plant site. Transmission line conidom have been mapped both to the north 
and south ofthe area. A shapefile of the natura1 area boundaries is provided 
for your reference. Should any consideration be given to crossing the natural 
area with a transmission line, coordination with this agency would be 
necessary. 



The fotlowing general guidelines are offered when considering transmission line placement: 
Where feasible, the transmission line should share existing rights-of-way and be routed to 
avoid natura{ habitats to the extent possible. Efforts should be made to avoid bisecting awas 
of mature forest, Such frclgmentation can have detrimental effects on forest interior bird 
species, and introduce exotic, invasive species into an mea. 
Use of best management practices at all stream crossing should be employed and monitored 
to reduce siltation and erosion. Disturbance and removal of riparian vegetation should be 
limited to the extent practical. 
Use of herbicides for transmission line maintenance should be avoided, except where needed 
to control exotic species. 
Native species or non-penistent annual s p i e s  should be used to revegetate work areas when 
needed. Use of aggressive, exotic species should be avoided. 
Impacts to wetIands should be avoided where possible. Unavoidable impacts should be 
mitigated. 

A list of eIements known to occur within a one and a five mile radius of the transmission line routes 
is enclosed for your reference. Represented on this list are elements for which we have records in 
the database. A legend is enclosed to help you interpret the codes used on this list. 

Please keep in mind that the project area may contain important natural features of which we are 
unaware. Staff members of the Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission have not conducted a field 
survey of ?he study site. Our review is based on data available to the program at the time of the 
request. It should not be regarded as a final statement on the eternents or areas under consideration. 
Because our files are updated constantly, you may want to check with us again at a Iater time. 

Thank you for consulting us. It has been a pleasure to work with you on this study. 

Sincerely, 

CindqOsborne 
Data ManagerEnvironrnental Review Coordinator 

EncIosum: ArcView shapefiles 
Shapefile documentation 
Legend 
Element List (1 and 5 mile radius) 
Invoice 



From: an@ Oslmme [mai~:COndy~rkansasheritage.orgl 
Sent: Wednesday, July If, 2007 8:26 AM 
To: Boren, Kelli D 
e T h  Bannister 
Subfect: Proposed A€P Transmission Line Alternative {ANHC No.: P-CF..-07-087) 

Kelli, 

In response to your request for information on elements of special concern within 
American Electric Power's proposed transmission conidors in the Texarhana area please 
find the following files attached: 

APIHC-latter.pdf - ANHC's response letter 
ANHCDATA - ArcMew point data shapefiles for elements of special concern in the study 
area 
APlHCNAS - Arcview polygon file with lhe boundaries of Nacatoch Ravines NA 
Documentation-ANHCDATA.pdf - Explanatory information for the ANHCDATA shapefile 
Daarmen~tion-Natural_Areas,pdf - Explanatory information for the AMHCNAS shapefile 
Element-listpdf - A fist of elements known to occur within 8 one and five mile radius of 
the transmission line corridops 
Legend.pdf - A fegend to help interpret the codes used on the Element list. 
Invoice.pdf - An invoice for data sharing fees 

This material will not be sent in hard copy unless requested. I would appreciale receiving 
an email from you confirming receipt of the data. I will be out of the office until Monday, 
July 16. If you have problems with the files or need assistance before 1 return, you may 
contact my Assistant Data Manager, Terri Bannister at 501-324-981 7. 

Sincerely, 

Cindy Osbome 
Dah ManagerlEnvironmentaI Review Coordinator 
Arkansas Naturat Heritage Commission 
1500 Tower Building 
323 Center Street 
Little Rock, AR 72201 

Fax: 501-324-9618 
email: cindy@arkansasheritage.org 

PhOtW 501 324-9762 
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P.Q. Box 2261 
Little Rwk. Arkansas 72203-226 I 

W W W A R K A N W H I Q W A Y  SCcw 

Mr. Rub R, Reid, Vice President 
Senior P r o m  Director 
P B W  
18383 Preston Road, Suite 410 
Dallas,TX 75252 

bear Mr. Reid: 

Reference is made to your request for information regardhg the potentia! impacts of tfm 
proposed bansmissiwl linea in southwest Arkansas and norheast Texas on thw facilities and planned 
fadllties of the Arkansas State kighway and TransprtabIon Department 

The proposed transmission lines should Rave minimal impact upon the Oepartmsrrt‘s existing 
highway network, but would require permits to cross any hig- right d way and must be 
mrdinated witb the Department’s District 3 Engineer Don Oonatdson. His mailing address is P.O. 
Box 490, Hope, Arkansas 71 8026490. 

A substantial highway project planned for the lexarkana area 1s the #location of Highway 71 
on the east side of Texarkana that will eventually become part of Interstate 49, Enclosed Is a map 
and executive summary of the Environmental lmpad Statement (EtS) for the selected allgnrnent for 
this future interstate highway. The EIS for this project was developed by P B W  and the pmj8d 
rnanqer was Tracy HPI. 

Most of the Depertmmfs other highway irnpmwrnenfs are related to the existing highway 
netwotk and therefore mfd also be subject io the normal permitting process. Enclosed is a map 
illustrating the highway pmj- programmed andior under study within your project study arm. 

Please contact me if yw have any questions or need additional information. 

Scott E. Benneft 
Assistant Chief Engimr-Pfannlng 

Enclosures 



, . . . , .._. . . ..rY^<,..- ... , 1. .... :y 

April 27,2007 

Rob R b i d  
P B W  
I8383 Preston Road, Suite 1 10 
Dahs, Texas 75252 

TO Whom Et May Concem: 

Please find the attachment containing a map that displays Tke Nature Conservancy 
curreglt partfblio of priority sites in proximity to the proposed AEP transmission line 
potential project near Texarkaamt, Arkansas. Thc N a t w  Consenta~lcy and partners 
identifies a prtfolio of high priority sitmi in each ecoregiion-places that collectively 
capture the biological diversity of th6 reghn, Tire Nature Conmawy and p-ers focus 
the Catwmation activity in these high priority sites. Based on the cutrent infbrmation 
provided by PBSM and cwmt Nature Comervauzcy portfolio site boundaries, 
ttre attached map dispiays areas of significant spatid overlap W e e n  the two subject 
localions and should warrant enviromenta~ concern. The Nzdme Conservancy requests 
that transmission lines not go through the subject pr&lio site boundaries to minimize 
possible threats to these weas of significant biodiversity. 

If yon have f'imher assistance or questions concerning tke map produced or The Nature 
Commamy of Arkansas conservation activities and priotities please contact h e  
Pattern at 501-614-5094. 

State Director 
The Nature Conservancy of Arkanw 





Mr* Scott Simon 
State Director 
The Nature Commancy of Arkansas 
601 North University Avenue 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72205 

RE; Proposed AEP Transmission Lines Near Texarkana, Arkansas 

Dear Mr. Simon: 

We appreciate receipt of your letter and map dated April 27,2007 (copies attached) 
responding to our request for information related to the study a m  for transmission lines 
proposed by AEF in the vicinity of Texarkana, Arkansas, Your letter and attached map 
present two broad areas referred to as “portfolio site boundaries” and labeled as 
“Nacatoch Ravines” and “Bois d‘Arc” on the map anached to your letter. 

PBWJ and AEP have been investigating the subject study area to identify environmental 
and land use constraints to be considered in the delineation and evaluarion of alternative 
transmission line routes. Atfached is a copy of a porzion of our draft constraints map 
(excluding sensitive species locations and archaeological site infomation). Based an 
property ownership maps and web sites, including your organization’s web site, we have 
identified lands owned by the state in the Nacatmh Ravines Natural Area, Little River 
and Bois d’Arc Wildlife Management Areas, and by The Nature Convmancy of 
Arkansas in the Oak Ravines Area (see ateached PBSM map), We wouId appreciate your 
review of this information to determine if we have excluded any pmprtks owned by 
your organization in the study m a .  Any additiondrevisions can be hand noted on the 
map and returned to my attention. Because your broad “pportfdia site boundaries” include 
Iand in private ownership (including land owned by AEP) and land that has been 
irnpactddevehpsd (cropland, U.S.lstate highways, raiIroads, pipelines, transmission 
lines, residences, etc.), we wuuId appreciate receiving Imation infomation on specific 
properties that The Nature Conservancy of Arkansas has under conservation easement or 
otherwise has under some control within the subject study m. These properties can dso 
be marked by hand on the enclosed PBSM map and returned to my attention. 

6504 Bridge Point Parhway*Suite 200=Austin, Tewas 78730*Teleplmne 512.327.6840 Fax 512.327.2453-www.pbsj.j.c~m 



Mr. Scott Simon 
May 16,2007 
Page 2 

Because of AEP’s pmject schedule wd in an effort to reduce potential environmental 
impacts resulting Erom the proposed transmission lines, we would appreciate receiving 
the additionat information from you as soon as reasonably possible. Upon your request, 
we wit1 keep my information provided as “cconfidencial”. Please do not hesitate to call me 
at (512) 342-3370 if you or your staff have any questions or wish to &scw bur request. 

Sincerely, 

Rob R. Reid 
Vice President 
Sr. Project Director 

Attachments 

C: George W. Carpenter - AEP 



Rob R. Reid 
Vice President 
Sr. Project Director 
6504 Sridge Point Parkway, Suite 200 
Austin, Texas 78730 

Dear ML Red: 

The Nature Conservancy o f  Arkansas (TNC) received your letter dated May 16, 2007 
requesring spRs;ification of lands omed by TNC, mambwd with a conservation 
easement, M statd€kdmal lmda that were not denoted on the m p  you included as an 
a m b n t .  We appreciate you requesting &is additional information as part of the 
permitting process and working ko reduce potential environmental impacts that will result 
from the installation ofthe proposed transmission lines, 

As outlined in a letter addressed to you Ecom Scm Simon dated April 27, 2007 {see 
attached), TNC and parher agencies have identified amas of high Conservation priority 
termed portfolio sites. These places area are nst always obvious or contiguous but 
collectively they represent on ecological system that is valuable tu the State of Arkansas. 
TNC and partners focus comervation action in these priority areas because they contain 
rare plant comrrmnities or cat be restored &mug4 land management practices such as 
prescrkd fire and ecological timber t h m g .  These areas are large to capture not only 
the biological communities but the interactions that are required to perpaate the system 
and maintain or increase biodiversity into the future. 

The Nature Conservancy requests that the trolx?+rnission lines not go through the subject 
portfolio site boundaries to minimize possible threats to these areas of signficmt 
biodiversity. 

Sincerely, 

Roger W. M 
Director of Conservation Programs 
The Nature Conservancy of Arkansas 

cc Scott S b n  - TNC 
Doug Zollner - TNC 
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United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
1MOMuseumRmd,SuitelOS 

conway, Arkrrnssa 7203 
Td.: 5011513-4470 Fa: 501/5134480 



a 

Intcrior Least Tern Geldelima Necwary lor a No Affect Debemhation 

1, The critical nesting period for the Interior Least Tern is between 15 M y  and 1 August. 
Nesting may extend beyond these dates depending on river stage elevations. If surveys 
reVal  L a s t  Twn breeding activity within on*fiaIf mile of a proposed activity during this 
time period, no activity should p m e d  unless othedse approved by the Service. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

No activities should take place closer than 1,000 feet of the shoreline of a nesting culony 
Iocation, The Service should be contacted for further consultation if activities are to 
pmeed within 1,000 feet of the shoreline ofa nesting colony location (see Map)). 
Limited construction outside of the active nesting s e a m  m y  not affect Least Tern. 
Detailed project/activity description, designs, and construction date information is 
necessary for a determination. 

Employees andlor contractors should be instructed that under no circumstances (other 
than emergencies) are they permitted on a nesting island during the aforementioned time 
period as stated above or until afhr the young Rave fledged. 

If, in the process of conducting work, an Interior Least Tern colony is discovered at 
another location in the vicinity, the above restrictions apply to that colony as weI1. The 
Service s h d d  be contacted for consultation and to determine if further action would 
have any affect. 

Further consultation may be n e c q  and should be request4 if any of these criteria can 
not be met to e m  no affect 
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United States Department of the Interior 

March 26,2007 

Kelli Boren 
PBSW 
18383 Preston Road, Ste. 1 IO 
Dallas, TX 75242 

Dear Ms. Boren: 

The U. S. Fish and WildWe Senrice (Service) receivcd a request oa February 23, 2007, for 
infomation regarding federaII y threatened and enhgered species in Hempstead, Little River, 
and Miller counties, Arkansas. PBS&J is representing American Electric Power, who plans to 
construct a coal-fired generating plant in Hempstead County and four transmission lines k u g h  
the above mentioned counties including Bowie County, Texas. For infurmation regarding 
federally listed species in Bowie County, Texas, please contact the nearest Service EcoIogicaI 
Services Field Office in Texas. Our coments are provided in accordance with the Endangered 
Species Act (87 Stat. 84, as amended: 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.1, Bald and Golden Eagle Protection 
Act (16 U.S.C. 66$-668c), and Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 
U.S.C.661 et seq.). 

Four federally threatened or, endangered species (American Burying Beetle, Bald Eagle, hterior 
Least Tern, and Ouachita Rock Pocketbook) occur or potentially occur within the proposed 
project study area We are unable to provide exact locations (or skapefiks) for these species due 
to our data sharing agreement with Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission. However, the 
Service would like to provide the following information on each species to help facilitate the 
federal action agency’s effect determination and assist in minimizing potential impacts to these 
species. 

American Burying Beetle (ABB) 

ABS is documented from western Little River County. The following habitats are considered 
unsuitable for this species and require no further consuItation on the ABB: 

1. Soil that is greater than 70 percent sand; 

2. Soil that is greater than 70 percent day; 

3. Land where greater than 80 percent of the soil surface is comprised of rock; 

4. Land where greater than 80 percent ofthe subsurface soil structure within the top four 
inches is comprised of rock; 



5. Land that has already been developed and no longer exhibits topsoil or leaf Iitkr; 

6.  L a d  that is tiIled on at least an annual basis; 

7. Land that meets the US. Army Corps of Engineers definition of wetland. (However, 
projects developed in this type of habitat will need to be reviewed by the Corps to emure 
compliance with section 404 of the Clean Water AcL); 

8.  Pine plarhtions planned for mechanical treatment where stocking density is 750 or more 
trees per acre (little sunlight to forest floor); and 

9. Shortleaf pine or shortleaf pine-hardwood forest stands with 1 10 or greater overstory 
basal area and more than 700 stems per acre occupying midstory and understory 
positions. 

Service protocols regarding surveying, baiting away, and trapping and relocation are enclosed for 
your information. I f  ABB presence is assumed, no A138 survey is required. However, formal 
consultation with the Service may be required in addition to baiting away or trapping and 
relocation if presence is assumed. If you decide to conduct an ABB survey and absence is 
documented within the project area, the project may proceed without further consultation upon 
receiving concurrence from the Service (note: surveys are only good for one year). The Service 
is willing to conduct site visits of the transmission lines bo help identify areas requiring suweys 
and limit UnnecesSaFy surveys. 

Bald Eagle 

Arkansas Game and Fish Commission records indicate three Bald EagIe nests within the 
proposed project area, but new or undocumented &Id Eagle nests also may occur in the project 
area. The enclosed draft Bald Eagle guidelines are based OD several decades of behavioral 
observations, science, and conservation measum to avoid or minimize adverse impacts to Bald 
Eagles. Adherence to the guidelines and coasu~tati0n with the Service should a nest be Iocated 
will satis@ ObIigations under section 7 of the ESA and help avoid potential violations of the 
ESA, Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, and Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 

Two primary causes of raptor mortality are electrocutions and collisions with power lines. 
Strong precautionary measures to protect raptors by raptor-proofing the power lines is 
recommended. AI1 power lines should be built to protect raptors and other migratory birds, 
including Bald Eagles, from accidental eIectiwtian using methods detaiZed by the Avian Power 
Line Interaction Committee (2006). CFR 7 Part 1724.52 allows for deviations fiom construction 
standards for raptor protection provided that structures are designed and constnzcted in 
accordance with the Avian Power Line Interadon Committee (2006). 
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Interior Least Tern 

Numerous Interior Least Tern nesting areas exist on sand bars along the Red River. Care shouId 
be taken to avoid “harassment” of nesting terns during construction activities that coincide with 
nesting season (May 15 through August 1). No activities should occur within 1,000 feet of h e  
shoreline of a nesting colony without further consultation with the Service. 

Ouachita Rock Pocketbook 

The Ouachita Rock Pocketbook occurs at numerous sites in the Little River between Millwood 
Lake Dam and the confluence with the Red River. Potential impacts associated with this project 
include increased sedimentation at stream crossings; potential rnodi ty  and habitat degradation 
associated with bank stabilization (riprapping) at stream crossings; and increased pesticide 
concentrations in streams associated with vegetation control on transmission lines. 

The federal action agency permitting or licensing the project or parts thereof is responsible for 
making effect determinations (k., no effect; may affect, not likely to adversely affect, may 
affect, likely to adversely affect) for each federaIIy listed species that occm or potentially occurs 
within the proposed project area. Please use this letter to ensure that all potentially affected 
parties are informed. Service concurrence and further consultation is required on “may affect” 
determi eat ions. 

Projects of this size and complexity usually require placing fill in wethds andor waters of the 
U.S. In either case, a section 404 permit may be required from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers; therefore, we recommend that you contact the appropriate district(s) for further 
assistance. h addition @ the aforementioned effects determinatim, the Corps will be 
responsible for ensuring “no net loss” of aquatic habitat functions and values. Mitigation in the 
form of avoidance, minimization, and compensation by providing substitute habitat through 
restoration, creation, enhancement, andor preservation will likely be required and should be 
addressed in the section 404 application to expedite the process. The Service will review and 
provide comments on the permit(s) mdor related consuItation when requested to do so by the 
Corps. We recommend early planning, coordination, and consultation to streamline the process 
to be efficient and timely with the development of your project. 

We thank you for your interest in the conservation of threatened and endangered species. Please 
call Chris Davidson, 501-513-4431, if you have any questions. 

Sincere 1 y, 

Mklvin Tobin 
Team Leader 

cc: Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 
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Natural Resources Conservation S e r v i ~  
Rown 3416, Federal BuMim 
700 West Capitol Avenue 
Uttle Rock, Arkansas 72201 

July25,2007 

PBS&J 
AT": Mr. Rob R Reid 
Suite 11 0 
I8383 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75252 

Dear Mr. Reid 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has reviewed maps detailing American 
Electric Power's (AEF) proposed transmission lines in the area surrounding Texarha, 
Arkansas. Through this review, we determined that the proposed right-of-way will cross several 
Wetlands Resserve Program (WRP) easements. 

We realize that you mi&t have been in contact with the owners of these propertis and received 
consent h m  these individuals to proceed with the planned right-of-way. However, the 
easement held by the United States prevents such activity from being completed without the 
consent of the United States and the United States has no authority to consent to such a request. 
Lanbwnm retain only five property interests under the terms of the WRB Warranty Easement 
Deed These interests include: 

1. m. Record title, along with the Ladowner's right to convey, transfer, and otherwise 

2. Ouiet Eniovment. The right of quiet enjoyment of the rights reserved on the easement 

3, Control of Access. The right to prevent trespass and control a c m  by the general public. 
4. Recreational Uses. The right to undeveloped recreational uses, including hunting and 

fishing, and incIuding leasing of such rights for economic gain, pursuant to applicable 
State and Federal regulations that may be in effect at the time. 

5 .  Subsurface Resources. The right to oil, gas, minerals, and geothermal resources 
under€ying the easement area, provided that any drilling or minifig activities are to be 
located outside the boundaries ofthe easement area. 

alienate title to these reserved rights. 

area 

Helping People Help the Land 
An Equsi OppMllrniIy Providst and UnprOyer 



PBSM 
Page 2 

Furthermore, the United States has purchased all other rights and does not have the authority to 
sell any of these rights. The United States also has limited rights to modify the WRP easement, 
but these modifications are only allowed if they enhance the wetlands values of the conservation 
easement (16 U.S.C. g3837). NRCS is bound to hlIow its own policy set forth in 7 C.F.R. 8 
1467.12 which requires the NRCS National Office approval. As you can see, the owners of 
these properties do not have the tight to enter into an agreement with AEP that would allow a 
power line right-of-way to pass through their property. For this reason, we request that AEP 
adjust the planned right-of-way to avoid these WIW easements. 

These wetlands are a key component of the praidmt’s “No Net Loss Goal’’ for wetlands io the 
United States and we would like to see them preserved in their currat state. If you would like to 
discuss this issue, or any other issue pertaining to the proposed transmission lines, fee€ free to 
contact Andrew James, Arkansas WRP Coordinator at (501 1 301-3 1 14. 

Sincerely, 

JIM CAUDLE 
Assistant State Conservationist for Programs 

cc: 
L a ~ e  Peterson, United States Department of Agriculture, Office of General Counsel, Room 

Tony Puga, National Wetlands Reserve Program Manager, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, 
3201, Federal Building, 700 West Capitol Avenue, Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

Room 68 194, Washingtm, D.C. 20250 



Boren, Kelli D 
From: 
sent: 
TO: 
CC: 
Subjed: 

Attachments: 

James, Andrew - Little Rock, AR [Andr~.James@ar.usda.gov] 
Wednesday, August 06,2007 10117 AM 
Boren, Kelll D 
Voeller, Molly - Little Rock, AR 
FW: DRAFT Policy Circular for Infrastmcture Projects 

0 RAFT-ED P-I nfras f r ucture-Gu Idance-C ircular-Cra ne-6-1 8-07 .doc 

As of today, there are no WRP applications in Little River or M i l l e r  count ies  that 
have been accepted for fundifig. There are several appkications in those counties, but 
they have not been accepted f o r  funding, meaning there is no t.hreat of a new easement 
closing in the next 6 months or so. I can  not release any specific information on those 
applications. ft might be possible to get this information through a "Freedom of 
Information Act" request. Molly Voeller 
(501-301-3133) is in charge of "FQIA" requests in Arkansas. Her e-mail address is 

molly.voeller@ar.usda.gcv. if you would like to discuss the "FOIA" process with  her. 

Let me know if you Rave any questions.  

Andrew James 
Arkansas Easement Programs Coordinator 
USDA/NRCS 

----- O r i g i n a l  Message----- 
From: James, Andrew - Little Rock, AR 
Sent: Wednesday, August 01, 2007 8:09 AM 
To: 'rrseid@pbsj.com' 
Subject: FW: D M F T  Policy C i r c u l a r  for Inf ras t ruc ture  Projects 

M r .  Reid, 

Although it is labeled draft, the e-mail below instructed us to begin implementing it. If 
you have any questions, please let me know. 

Please find the attached d r a f t  guidance on easement infrastructure. 

At present, we have no new WRP applications in Hempstead County. 
We only have t h e  Patrick ShuLtz application that he mentioned. I am not  allowed to 
release the map o f  the Shultz applicatian because he is not  "in" t h e  program. If he 
accepts our easement offer and the easement closes, I will then be able to release the 
easement map. A t  this poin t ,  t he  only way you can get  information on h i s  application is 
to c o n t a c t  him. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me any time. 

Thanks , 

Andrew James 
Arkansas Easement Programs Cootdinator 
USDA/NRCS 

Hi Folks  - 
I have attached the DRAFT Circular for  policy on dealing with proposed i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  
projects t h a t  may impact our  easements. These types of projects include municipal water 
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supply pipelines, na tu ra l  gas pipelines, o i l  pipelines, overhead transmission lines, wind 
farms, c t c .  

The concept for this po l i cy  has been reviewed w i t h  and approved by the Chief. 
being provided to you as a Reads up and f o r  comment. We will review on tomorrow's 
telecunference. 
came in. Any changes will be minor. We will l e t  you know as soon as the official version 
is signed. 

This is 

You may begin to implement the concepts in this policy now as proposals 

Tony Puga 
National WRP Manager 
NRCS 
Washington, D.C. 
202-720-1067 
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Easement Programs Division 

Policy Regarding Infrastructure Projects on Easement Lands 

To provide instructions to NRCS State Offices when a public inhstructure project is being 
collsidered which will impact a Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP), Farm & Ranchland 
Protection Program (FRPP), Grassland Reserve Program (GRP), ox Healthy Forest Reserve 
Program easement. 

Background 

NaCS has acquired interest in lands through various easement programs to restore, 
improve and protect conservation values for public benefits. As NRCS increases the 
acreage earolled in its easement programs the number of requests to allow certain public 
infhstructure projects such as pipelines, overhead electrical transmission lina, airport 
expansions, wind generation farms, and road improvement projects increases. With the 
exception of federal transportation projects, NRCS easement lands are not subject to 
condemnation through eminazt domain p r o d n g s .  

The right to grant an easement for a public inhstructure project to crass an NRCS 
easement resides with the fee title landowner. However, NRCS has the authority to 
restrict projects from and on easement lands. The terms ofthe individual easements 
differ depending on the specific program mpkrnents, the rights retained by the 
Iandowner, and any applicable restoration agreements made with NRCS. As the 
easement holder, NRCS has the mpmsibility to ensure that the lands within these 
easements support: the intended conservation purposes for which they were purchased. 

NRCS does not have statutory authority to simply allow these projects to be installed. To 
allow a project to be installed qui res  NRCS to modify the easement or warranty deed to 
subordinate the rights of h e  United Stata. WRP is the only program with the flexibility 
to modify or tertninate easements. 

Policy Guidance 

NRCS shall respond to proposed inf%astructure projects immGdiately in order to protect the 
interests of the United States. Eady involvement b u j &  the NationaI EnViromend Policy Act 
WPA) is essential. 

The first response to any infrastructure project request is that the project & impacting 
NRCS easement land 
If the applicant proves to the satisfaction to NRCS that avoidance is not possible, then 
NRCS will consider project requests on a cast by case basis using the following 
requirements: 

0 

(I) Determine if a modification to the easement can be made and is consistent with 

(2) Minimize onsite damages during construction 
(3) Restore impacted areas, including potentid mitigation by providing additional 

the appropriate program authority 

xestored acreage developed for each specific case 

1 



If an easement property cannot be avoided, NRCS will fuIfiU its NEPA rcsponsibiIities 
by k m h g  a “cooperating agency” in the permitting agency’s Envimmmtal Impact 
Statement and NEPA process for the purpose of evaluating the impacts and needed 
mitigations to any af€ected easements 

Process 

National Headquarters (NHQ), through its contact with the appropriate permitting agency 
(Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), Department of State, Department of 
Energy (DOE) or Federal Aviation Administration [FM]) will notify State 
Consenrationists of new projects and proposed infrastructure routes 
In cooperation with the permining agency, States will ascertain whether proposed 
inhstructure routes will impact existing easements, and advise National Headquarters of 
any projects that may be impacted 
When the proposaI Was- lies entirely within the boundaries of a single state, the 
State Conservationist or their daignee should serve as the agenq point of contact ( P O Q  
When the proposed inhstmcture crosses multiple states, NHQ wilI coordinate with the 
state with the most impacted easements to sewe as the agency point of contact. The point 
of contact is responsible for the following: 

+ 

(1) Maintaining close communications with all affect4 parpies including the 

(2) Communicating agency needs and cuncems to the project: lead agency 
(3) Coordinating requests for information, assessments and commts from NRCS 
(4) Sewing as the Responsible Federal Official (RFO) for NEPA compliance 

Technical NEPA assistance is available from NRCS Service Centers 
For any proposed project, the POC will request planning documents and conduct the 
initial assessment during the sooping or pre Draft EnviromentaI Tmpact Statement 
(DEIS) stage 
If significant impacts are determined during scoping, the responsible NRCS POC notifies 
tke permitting agency or public works agency of the conflict and requests alteration of the 
proposed route or project to avoid impacts. Only WRP easements can be modifid or 
terminated in Iimited cinwmstmca, and any consideration by NRCS to modify or 
terminate a WRP easement wiU trigger NEPA and possibly Endangered Species Act: 
(ESA) compliance 

(I)  If the project proponent indicates that avoidance is not possible and NEPA is 

landowner 

being undertab by the permitting federal agency, NRCS will request 
cooperating status. Th RFO should consult with MHQ 

(2) The environmental analysis wiII be used by NRCS to decide whether 
(a) to modify or terminate a WRP easemmt 
(b) what mitigatiodcompmsation will be required by the public works 

(c) to document the NRCS decision in a Record of Decision (ROD) prior to 
agency 

drafting subordination agreements 
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