
Poricella robusta (Hincks, 1884). Tilbrook, Hayward & Gordon, 2001, p.65, fig.10A.
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Aires), it has been possible to ascertain that Poricella PORICELLA SPATHULATA (CANU & BASSLER)
is a senior subjective synonym of Tremogasterina (Fig. 10B)
auctt., (not Canu, 1911). Dr López Gappa scanned the Hiantopora spathulata Canu & Bassler, 1929: 116, pl.
type specimen of Tremogasterina problematica (and 11, figs 13, 14.
made photographs available to DPG and P.L. Cook), Arachnopusia spathulata: Harmer, 1957: 657, pl. 68,
showing that it is not congeneric with the many species figs 22, 23, 25, 31.
attributed to Tremogasterina by authors (see Cook, Tremogasterina spathulata: Cook, 1977: 136, text-figs
1977). The species of Poricella (i.e. Tremogasterina 1B, 5A, pl. 5A; Hayward, 1988: 296, pl. 5D; Scholz,
auctt.) appear to have a worldwide distribution in 1991: 289, pl. 7, fig. 6; Ryland & Hayward, 1992:
shallow waters between 30° latitude north and south. 249, fig. 13e.
The limited number of fossil and Recent species known
were reviewed by Cook (1977).

Remarks

Large vicarious avicularia were present in a colony from
PORICELLA ROBUSTA (HINCKS) Port Vila Harbour. Their rare occurrence in colonies was

(Fig. 10A) noted by Cook (1977); most lack them but when they are
Lepralia robusta Hincks, 1884b: 360, pl. 13, fig. 4. present within a colony they are numerous.
Lepralia robusta: Hincks, 1887: 131; Thornely, 1905:

119; Waters, 1909: 152, pl. 13, figs 13, 14.
DistributionTremogasterina robusta: Powell & Cook, 1967: 12, pl.
Cook (1977) gave a very comprehensive guide to the1, figs c,d; text-figs 1–4; Cook, 1977: 133, pl. 5, fig.
distribution of Poricella spathulata (as Tremo-E, pl. 8, figs B,C.
gasterina), showing that it is widely distributed in the
tropical Indo-West Pacific from the Red Sea to the Great

Description Barrier Reef. Poricella spathulata is very common on
Colony encrusting, forming large multilaminar inner reef flats and was present in over half of the
patches. Autozooids oval, convex, separated by deep samples studied by Ryland & Hayward (1992) from
grooves in early ontogeny; c. 0.77×0.60 mm. Orifice Heron Island, Great Barrier Reef. It was the most
longer than wide, slightly narrower proximally, anter commonly found bryozoan species in Vanuatu, in
separated by two very inconspicuous condyles; 2–3 samples from Poanangisu, Iririki Island and Erakor
distal oral spines present. Frontal wall granular, with Island, Efate, making these the most easterly records
large marginal pores and 1–3 central foramina (which for this species.
may be occluded). Interzooidal avicularia (equal in
number to autozooids) large, asymmetrical or spatu- FAMILY EXECHONELLIDAE HARMER, 1957
late; crossbar complete; rostrum with finely serrated GENUS EXECHONELLA DUVERGIER, 1924
distal edges; directed distally or distolaterally. Ovicell
imperforate, finely tuberculate, initially prominent but Type species: Cyclicopora? grandis Duvergier, 1921.
becoming immersed. 2–3 distal pore-chambers present.

EXECHONELLA BRASILIENSIS CANU & BASSLER
Remarks (Fig. 8G)
Colonies are orange in life (Powell & Cook, 1967); rare Exechonella brasiliensis Canu & Bassler, 1928b: 72.
vicarious avicularia have been noted in P. robusta but Exechonella brasiliensis: Winston & Heimberg, 1986:
not described (Cook, 1977). Poricella robusta has never 15, figs 26, 27; Winston, 1986: 19; Scholz, 1991: 289,
been found at depths greater than 37 m. pl. 7, fig. 1.

RemarksDistribution

Originally described from the Mergui Archipelago Winston & Heimberg (1986) give a very comprehensive
description and discussion of this species, having found(coast of Myanmar), it has subsequently been described

from the Persian Gulf, Red Sea, Seychelles and Sri a single colony in their samples from Indonesia. As its
name suggests this species was originally describedLanka. However, of the three Indo–Pacific species of

Poricella noted by Cook (1977) (as Tremogasterina), (P. from Brazil; however, several colonies were found at
both Iririki Island and Port Vila Harbour on smallcelleporoides, P. robusta, P. spathulata), P. robusta has

never before been recorded in any part of the Pacific. pieces of coral rubble and discarded wall tiles. This
record firmly establishes the presence of this speciesIt was found encrusting discarded wall tiles in Port

Vila Harbour. in the Southwest Pacific area.
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Figure 10. A, Poricella robusta. B, Poricella spathulata. Note rare vicarious avicularium, right top and bottom. C,
Drepanophora indica. D, Drepanophora tuberculata. E,F, Drepanophora gutta sp. nov. F, primary orifice, note the
anvil-like proximal denticle. Scale bars: A=0.40 mm; B=0.25 mm; C=0.40 mm; D=0.20 mm; E=0.25 mm; F=0.04 mm.


