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Executive Summary 

ECO 9 was commissioned by the Sunshine Coast Council to conduct an assessment of the terrestrial 

flora situated within the Maroochy Bushland Botanic Gardens at Tanawha. 

The scope of this assessment includes an appraisal of existing ecological and floristic information 

relating to the conservation area; and the presentation of additional field data in order to describe the 

flora found there.  The survey specifically targeted, but was not limited to, areas identified as remnant 

bushland, significant vegetation types and known habit for scheduled species. 

The report includes, results from standard flora assessments; vegetation mapping; with additional 

surveys targeting specific flora groups and species. 

 

Habitat Values Summary 

• The study area supports two hundred and thirty eight (238) native flora species; 

• Four Regional Ecosystems [RE12.3.1, RE12.3.2, RE12.9-10.14a and RE12.9-10.14] 

(Queensland Government, 2000) were recognised; 

• One ‘Endangered’ Regional Ecosystem [RE12.3.1] (Queensland Government, 2000) was 

identified; 

• One ‘Of Concern’ Regional Ecosystem [RE12.3.2] (Queensland Government, 2000) was 

identified; 

• One area of ‘High Value Regrowth Vegetation containing of concern regional ecosystems’ 

(Queensland Government, 2000) was identified; 

• No Threatened Ecological communities (Commonwealth Government of Australia, 1999) were 

observed; 

• One scheduled flora species (Queensland Government, 1994) was observed [see section 

4.2.2]; 

• No scheduled flora species (Commonwealth Government of Australia, 1999) were observed; 

• Eight Significant Flora Species (Sunshine Coast Council 2010) were recorded; 

• Fifty seven weed species were recorded; and 

• The study area encompasses an example of coastal ranges remnant bushland that is located 

within a larger tract of vegetation that includes the adjoining ELCA Tanawha Tall Gums. 
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1.0 Introduction 

The following report describes the flora within the Maroochy Bushland Botanic Gardens, located at 

Palm Creek Road, Tanawha on the Sunshine Coast (the ‘study area’, see Figure 1). 

Figure 1: Location of Study Area [base image from SCC website 2011] 
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The study area has the following property description Lot 302 CG559; it is located in the coastal 

ranges between the following coordinates - Northings 501865 and 502749 and Eastings 7043740 and 

7044935.  Covering an area of approximately 76ha, the study area has an approximate centre point 

coordinate of Northing 502295 and Easting 7044340.  The main access point for the study area is 

from Palm Creek Road on the northern boundary.  As well, access is possible from Wilson Road; as 

well as the adjoining ELCA Tall Gums via a bush track on the eastern boundary. 

The study area was inspected in March 2011.  The report includes a description of the site, an 

overview of the flora and the vegetation communities, significant species, conservation values, weed 

species, listing of potentially occurring Queensland and Commonwealth threatened and listed species 

observed as well as detailed flora checklist for the site. 

 

2.0 Methodology 
Boundaries of the study area were identified from surveyed maps, diagrams, flagged boundaries, 

aerial photographs and consultation with SCC officers.  Specific locations in the study area were 

acquired with a Global Positioning System (GPS) set at the GDA 94 Zone 56J Map Datum. 

Aerial photointerpretation (API) was used to determine sites that covered recognisable terrestrial 

vegetation communities, regrowth and disturbed areas.  Ground truthing of API was conducted in 

March 2011. 

2.1 Vegetation Mapping: Floristics and Structure 
A series of foot traverses of the area were carried out so that an adequate sample of each vegetation 

community was examined for its species composition to compile short structural and floristic 

descriptions and prepare a vegetation map.  At specific sites, vegetation was assessed to record an 

appropriate level of data to determine whether vegetation at the site satisfied the criteria to qualify as 

remnant vegetation, and to which Regional Ecosystem it could be most accurately assigned. 

2.2 Taxonomy and Nomenclature 
Generally the identification of flora species in the study area was conducted in-situ.  However, several 

of the plants were identified in the office using a stereomicroscope, herbarium reference material and 

current botanical keys.  Nomenclature follows publications including Bostock and Holland (2007) and 

Harden (1990-93). 
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A plant species check-list (see Appendix 1) was compiled to include the following data - scientific and 

common names, growth form, presence/absence per stratum, relative abundances (an estimation only 

of the numbers), conservation significance (see 2.3 below) and pest status (see 2.4 below). 

2.3 Flora Significance and Conservation Status 
Vegetation significance at national, state, regional and local levels, based on plant distributions, 

noteworthiness, rarity and threats were also determined by an examination of current botanical 

literature.  Publications referred to include, ANZECC (1999),  Bostock and Holland (2007), Briggs and 

Leigh (1995), DERM (2011b), Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 [EPBC 

Act 1999] (Commonwealth Government, 1999), Harden (1990-93),  Logan River Branch SGAP (Qld 

Region) Inc (2008), Nature Conservation Act 1992 [NCA 1992] (Queensland Government, 1992), 

Sattler and Williams (1999), Stanley and Ross (1983-89); Maher et al (1998); Sunshine Coast Council 

(2010) and Turnbull and Olsen (1992). 

Field searches for ‘Threatened’ flora species i.e. Extinct, Extinct in the wild, Critically Endangered, 

Endangered or Vulnerable listed in the Federal Government’s EPBC Act 1999; and also for species 

listed as ‘Endangered, Vulnerable or Near Threatened’ (EVNT) in the Queensland Government’s NCA 

1992, were conducted. 

An additional evaluation for Significant Flora Species and other Noteworthy flora species as recognised 

by Forster et al (1991); Logan River Branch SGAP (Qld Region) Inc (2008); Maher et al (1998); 

Maroochy Shire (October 2006); Sunshine Coast Council (2010) and Turnbull and Olsen (1992) was 

also conducted. 

Vegetation communities are referred to as Regional Ecosystems (RE) and their conservation status is 

listed as ‘Endangered (ERE), Of Concern (OCRE) or Not of Concern (NOCRE)’ under the Vegetation 

Management Act 1999 and Vegetation Management Regulation 2000 (Queensland Government, 2000).  

The Department of Environment and Resource Management (DERM 2011a) RE mapping for the study 

area was extracted and assessed. 

The EPBC Act 1999 refers to an ecological community that may be ‘critically endangered’, ‘endangered’ 

or ‘vulnerable’ as a ‘Threatened Ecological Community’. 

Vegetation communities recognised in the study area were evaluated against these State and Federal 

criteria. 
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A Wildlife Online search was also conducted on the 22nd February 2011 (DERM 2011b) from the 

following specific point, Latitude: 26.78430 and Longitude: 153.11030.  The search recorded those 

species in a 25km radius from the above central point.  Wildlife Online is the Department of 

Environment and Natural Resource Management’s (DERM) wildlife database which contains recorded 

wildlife sightings and listings of plants, fungi, protists, mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, 

freshwater fish, marine cartilaginous fish and butterflies in Queensland. 

2.4 Weed Species and Vegetation Condition 
Non-native plant species that have become established within native bushland areas are known by a 

range of common names including weeds, naturalised plants, declared plants, pest plants, 

environmental weeds, introduced plants, exotic plants and undesirable plants.  Even Australian native 

plants can become ‘naturalised’ by a change in their natural geographic distribution range or natural 

ecological niche.  For example, Acacia podalyriifolia (Queensland Silver Wattle) a plant which is 

commonly used for revegetation purposes on the Sunshine Coast does not occur naturally in the Shire.  

Other native plants such as Schefflera actinophylla (Umbrella Tree) and Nephrolepis cordifolia 

(Fishbone Fern) are often used as garden plants but now have become problems in remnant bushland. 

Until the declaration of the Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002 

(Queensland Government 2002), pest plant species in Queensland were managed under the Rural 

Lands Protection Act 1985.  In this Act they were referred to as ‘declared’ plants. 

Under the Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Regulation 2003 (Queensland 

Government 2010) pest plants are still regarded as ‘declared plants’ and are listed in three different 

categories – Class 1; Class 2 and Class 3. 

Species not declared under the Land Protection (Pests and Stock Route Management) Act 2002 

(Queensland Government 2002) may still be declared at a local government level under local laws.  

Species declared as Class 3 may be subject to local legal control outside environmentally significant 

areas. 

Local governments are responsible for ensuring adequate control of declared weeds on all private and 

municipal land in their area.  They are charged with developing local government area pest 

management plans which are to be updated every four years. 

The study area is situated within the former Maroochy Shire Council’s boundaries and as such was 

covered by the Maroochy Pest Management Plan (MPMP 2006 – 2010).  Since the amalgamation of the 

three Shires on the Sunshine Coast the MPMP 2006-2010 has been superseded by the Sunshine Coast 
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Local Government Area Pest Management Plan 2011-2015 (Sunshine Coast Council, 2011-2015).  In 

the 2011-2015 plan the Council categorized pest plants into five (5) management categories - 

• Under Surveillance; 

• Broad Control; 

• Strategic Management; 

• Local Control; and 

• General Environmental Pests. 

In 2002 the Queensland Herbarium categorised two hundred species of naturalised plants in 

Southeastern Queensland in order of their ‘invasiveness’ (Queensland Herbarium, 2002). 

Weed species observed in the study area were assessed against those listed in the Land Protection 

(Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002, the Queensland Herbarium’s 2002 list and the 

Sunshine Coast Local Government Area Pest Management Plan 2011-2015. 

Vegetation condition is largely based on those categories of Buchanan (1989) and used by The 

National Trust of Australia (NSW).  Bushland condition has been assessed on plant condition, habitat 

diversity, interspersion of habitat, spatial management, conditions of margins, the pattern and source 

of weed invasion, drainage patterns, foot tracks and adjoining land use (Buchanan, 1989) and is 

divided into four categories ranging from ‘good’, ‘fair’, ‘poor’ to ‘very poor’. 

2.5 Limitations 
Time constraints have meant that the final enumeration of the vegetation should be seen as indicative 

only (see seasonality below). 

Botanical names, distributions and rarity are constantly subject to revision, see Bostock and Holland 

(2007); Henderson (1997 and 2002); Queensland Herbarium (1993, 1994, 1995, 1996 and 1997).  In a 

recent taxonomic amendment, Pink Tips formerly known as Callistemon salignus was revised to 

Melaleuca saligna (EPA 2006-2007). 

This assessment does not account for plant species that may be evident during different seasons of 

the year.  These could include species from the family Orchidaceae which are semi-deciduous, 

deciduous or not easily seen in the non-growing/flowering season; ‘hidden’ in the canopy as an 

epiphyte; and grasses from the family Poaceae which have an annual life cycle.  Furthermore, other 

ephemeral species that tend to be short lived and only flower for a short time period may have also 

not been visible. 
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Regional ecosystems and their status also continue to be modified.  For example, the Regional Ecosystem 

Description Database (REDD), used in the VMA 1999, has been produced in several editions - REDD 

Version 3.0 - October 2001; REDD Version 3.1- October 2002; REDD Version 3.2 - March 2003; REDD 

Version 4.0 - September 2003 and the Survey and Mapping of 2003 Remnant Vegetation Communities, 

Regional Ecosystems of Queensland resulting in Version 5.0 and Vegetation Management Act Regional 

Ecosystem and Remnant Map-Version 6 of Nov 2009. 

Every attempt to present up-to-date authoritative text in this assessment was undertaken. 

The survey and report were conducted and prepared between 28/2/2011 and 21/3/2011.  Both are based 

on the conditions encountered and information reviewed at the time of preparation.  The author disclaims 

responsibility for any changes that may have occurred after this time. 

 

3.0 Description of the Site 

The study area consists of a range of landform patterns which includes areas of flat flood plain, 

moderate to steep slopes, a main creek line and several gully lines, a large lake/dam/lagoon, rises and 

ridges.  Part of the creek line forms the main channel of Mountain Creek.  Basically flowing in a south 

to north direction through the western sections of the study area, the upper reaches of the creek are 

generally rocky, with colluvium and sand lower down the contour.   A number of larger gullies enter 

this main creek.   Within the study area the land rises from approximately 30m Above Sea Level (ASL) 

near the northern boundary on the creek line; to a high point of around 110m ASL on the southern 

boundary near Wilson Road. 

Geology in the study area is summarised in the RE mapping by DERM (2011a).  This mapping (see 

Figure 2) delineates two land zones within the study area; land zone 9/10, which is mapped as the 

dominant land zone; and land zone 3 situated mainly on the creek line along the western boundary.  

In geological terms, land zone 9/10 is regarded as ‘coastal remnant Tertiary surfaces ± Cainozoic and 

Mesozoic sediments;’ while land zone 3 relates to ‘Quaternary alluvial systems, including floodplains, 

alluvial plains, alluvial fans, terraces, levees, swamps, channels, closed depressions and fine textured 

palaeo-estuarine deposits’(Sattler and Williams 1999). 

The study area has a conservation area (ELCA Tall Gums), a Golf Course and rural acreage type 

developments around its perimeter and generally the ecological condition of the remnant areas are 

good.  However there are also five disturbed areas located across the study area.  Three of the larger 
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areas are in the mid northern parts; with a lake/dam/lagoon; parking areas, walking and vehicular 

tracks, lawns and bush plantings/landscaping. The two other disturbed areas are in the south near 

Wilson Road and include a power line easement as well as an old house site; these two areas are in 

very poor condition. 

Direct connections to other larger tracts of remnant bushland areas exist around most of the 

boundary. 

Within the study area there is a gravel vehicular track that crosses from the old house site on Wilson 

Road to the centre of the study area.  Another track diverts to the east into the ELCA Tall Gums.  

There are also a number of walking tracks throughout the remnant vegetation. 

 

4.0 Vegetation: Results and Discussion 

4.1 Vegetation Communities 

4.1.1 Regional Ecosystems 

Current mapping by the Queensland Herbarium (DERM 2011a) delineates four (4) REs within the study 

area, i.e. RE12.3.1, RE12.3.2, RE12.9-10.14 and RE12.9-10.17.  These ecosystems are described in 

Table 1 and Figure 2. 

 

Table 1: Regional Ecosystems 

 

There are three smaller areas of RE12.3.2 which are situated along the main creek line on the western 

and northern boundaries; as are the two areas of RE12.3.1.  A small area of RE12.9-10.17 is situated 

on the slopes along the western boundary.  RE12.9/10.14 appears to dominate the study area and 

encompasses the lower slopes, gully lines as well as the ridges and rises. 

 

Regional Ecosystem 
(DERM 2011a) 

Short Description (Sattler and Williams 1999) 

12.3.1 Gallery rainforest (notophyll vine forest) on alluvial plains 

12.3.2 Eucalyptus grandis tall open forest on alluvial plains 

12.9/10.14 Eucalyptus pilularis tall open forest on sedimentary rocks 

12.9/10.17 Open forest complex often with Eucalyptus acmenoides, E. major, E. siderophloia ± 
Corymbia citriodora on sedimentary rocks 
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Figure 2: Regional Ecosystem Mapping for the Study Area (from DERM 2011a) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Four areas are not mapped as remnant vegetation; two are near the northern entrance at Palm Creek 

Road and the other two in the south to south-eastern corner, near Wilson Road.  However, within 

these non remnant areas regrowth vegetation has been mapped (see Figure 3).  
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Figure 3: Regrowth Mapping for the Study Area (from DERM 2011c) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.1.2 Vegetation Communities in the Study Area 

The vegetation observed in the study area differs slightly from the RE mapping as delineated by DERM 

(2011a).  Four (4) vegetation communities were identified (see Figure 4), they are, 

(1) Tall notophyll vine forest with a mixed species canopy on alluvial plains; 

(2) Tall to very tall ecotone forest with Eucalyptus grandis, E.microcorys, Corymbia intermedia, 

Syncarpia glomulifera, Lophostemon confertus and notophyll forest species on alluvial plains; 
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(3) Tall to very tall ecotone forest with Eucalyptus grandis, E. microcorys, Syncarpia glomulifera, 

Lophostemon confertus, Eucalyptus pilularis and notophyll forest species on sedimentary rocks; and 

 (4) Tall to very tall Eucalyptus pilularis, E. propinqua, E. siderophloia, Corymbia trachyphloia, 

Syncarpia glomulifera and Lophostemon confertus open forest on sedimentary rocks. 

Figure 4: Vegetation Communities in the Study Area  
[base image from SCC 2011] 
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Table 2 below summarises the vegetation communities observed in the study area together with the 

corresponding RE as described by Sattler and Williams (1999).  There are also five (5) areas mapped 

as disturbed-regrowth. 

 

Table 2: Vegetation Communities Observed and Regional Ecosystem Equivalents 

 

4.2 Significant Flora Species, Ecological Communities and Weed 
Species 

4.2.1 Flora Species 

Two hundred and thirty eight (238) native flora species in eighty eight (88) families are supported in 

the study area.  All species, their position in the forest strata and relative abundances are listed in 

Appendix 1. 

 

4.2.2 Threatened Flora Species 

Sixty seven (67) EVNT listed species of flora have been recorded (DERM 2011b) from within a 25km 

radius of the study area (see Appendix 2).  Most of these species are associated with ecosystems that 

are not represented in the study area and are thus unlikely to occur in the vegetation on site.  Many of 

the rainforest species listed are found in ecosystems with higher nutrient volcanic soils.  Five (5) 

species are supported in similar ecosystems found in the study area and it is possible for them to 

occur here; they are listed in Appendix 3. 

Vegetation 
Community 

Description Regional Ecosystem Short Description (Sattler and 
Williams 1999) 

1 Tall notophyll vine forest with a 
mixed species canopy 

12.3.1 Gallery rainforest (notophyll vine forest) 
on alluvial plains 

2 Tall to very tall ecotone forest with 
Eucalyptus grandis, E.microcorys, 
Corymbia intermedia, Syncarpia 
glomulifera, Lophostemon 
confertus and notophyll species 

12.3.2 Eucalyptus grandis tall open forest on 
alluvial plains 

3 Tall to very tall ecotone forest with 
Eucalyptus grandis, E. microcorys, 
Syncarpia glomulifera, 
Lophostemon confertus, 
Eucalyptus pilularis and notophyll 
species 

12.9/10.14a Open-forest of Eucalyptus grandis, 
Lophostemon confertus, E. microcorys, 
Syncarpia glomulifera ± E. pilularis on 
sedimentary rocks 

4 Tall to very tall Eucalyptus 
pilularis, E. propinqua, E. 
siderophloia, Corymbia 
trachyphloia, Syncarpia 
glomulifera and Lophostemon 
confertus open forest 

12.9/10.14 Eucalyptus pilularis tall open forest on 
sedimentary rocks 
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One species Pararistolochia praevenosa (Richmond Birdwing Vine), which is listed in the Queensland 

Government’s NCA 1992 as a ‘Near Threatened’ species, was observed in the study area along the 

creek line (see Table 3).  However, it appears that these specimens may have been planted as the 

plants are small (see plate 10). 

 

Table 3: Pararistolochia praevenosa location details 
(Note - GPS readings may vary due to interference by dense vine forest canopy cover) 

 

Site No. Species Easting Northing Comments 

1 Pararistolochia praevenosa 502472 7044458 
About four small vines were observed 
along main creek line (probably planted). 

 

No Threatened species listed by Commonwealth legislation (Commonwealth Government of Australia, 

1999) or State legislation (Queensland Government, 1994) were observed in the study area. 

4.2.3 Significant Flora Species 

An additional seven (7) noteworthy plant species were recorded (see Table 4); they are regarded as 

‘Significant Flora Species’ (Sunshine Coast Council 2010).   For all Significant Flora Species and relative 

abundances see plant species list (Appendix 1). 

 
Table 4:  Significant Flora Species recorded within the Study Area 

 

Taxon Family G/F Common Name 

Araucaria bidwillii ARAUCARIACEAE Tree Bunya Pine 

Dodonaea triquetra SAPINDACEAE Shrub Large-leaved hop bush 

Guioa acutifolia SAPINDACEAE Tree Northern Guioa 

Mischocarpus australis SAPINDACEAE Tree Red Pear Fruit 

Myrsine subsessilis ssp. subsessilis MYRSINACEAE Shrub Red Muttonwood 

Quintinia verdonii GROSSULARIACEAE Tree Grey Possumwood 

Sloanea australis ELAEOCARPACEAE Tree Maiden's Blush 

 
 

4.2.4 Significance of the Vegetation Communities 

The remnant vegetation in the study area consists of four (4) vegetation communities, RE12.3.1, 

RE12.3.2, RE12.9/10.14a and RE12.9/10.14.  The conservation status of RE12.3.1 is ‘Endangered’; 

RE12.3.2 is ‘Of Concern’; while RE12.9/10.14a and RE12.9/10.14 are ‘Not of Concern’ (Queensland 

Government 2000). 

 
Table 5: Regional Ecosystems 
Vegetation 
Community 

Regional Ecosystem 
(DERM 2011a) 

Short Description (Sattler and Williams 
1999) 

RE Conservation 
Status 

1 12.3.1 Gallery rainforest (notophyll vine forest) on 
alluvial plains 

Endangered 

2 12.3.2 Eucalyptus grandis tall open forest on alluvial Of concern 
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Vegetation 
Community 

Regional Ecosystem 
(DERM 2011a) 

Short Description (Sattler and Williams 
1999) 

RE Conservation 
Status 

plains 

3 12.9/10.14a Open-forest of Eucalyptus grandis, 
Lophostemon confertus, E. microcorys, 
Syncarpia glomulifera ± E. pilularis on 
sedimentary rocks 

Not of concern 

4 12.9/10.14 Eucalyptus pilularis tall open forest on 
sedimentary rocks 

Not of concern 

 
No Threatened Ecological communities (Commonwealth Government of Australia, 1999) were 

observed in the study area. 

The study area encompasses an example of coastal ranges remnant bushland that is located within a 

larger tract of vegetation that includes the adjoining ELCA Tall Gums in the east. 

4.2.5 Weed Species 

In all, fifty seven (57) of the two hundred and ninety four (294) species recorded within the study area 

are regarded as weed species (see Appendix 4).  The main impact from many of these species is 

found in the disturbed/regrowth sections, particularly on the southern boundary near Wilson Road.  

This area is located higher on the slopes, so there will be a tendency for the problematic species to 

spread ‘downslope’, into the park proper. 

Four (4) Class 3 ‘declared’ species were observed in the study area; they are listed in Appendix 4.  

Lantana camara was noted as common to abundant and scattered throughout.  It is particularly 

common around the disturbed/regrowth area near the old house site in the south-eastern corner of 

the study area; it is also on the western side of the creek line, northwest of the main car park.   

Camphor Laurel (Cinnamomum camphora) another Class 3 pest and a ‘Local Control’ listed species 

(Sunshine Coast Council 2011-2015) was noted as occasional and scattered throughout; a number 

were noted on the western side of the creek line, northwest of the main car park.  Broadleaf Paspalum 

(Paspalum mandiocanum) listed as ‘Local Control’ by the Sunshine Coast Council 2011-2015, was 

common to abundant in the small sliver of remnant between the power line easement and Wilson 

Road.  Two ‘Strategic Management’ listed species (Sunshine Coast Council 2011-2015); Blue Morning 

Glory (Ipomoea indica) and Singapore Daisy (Sphagneticola trilobata) were also common in this area.  

Mickey Mouse Bush (Ochna serrulata), listed as ‘Local Control’ by the Sunshine Coast Council 2011-

2015, was common in a gully around the following GPS coordinate Northing 502582 and Easting 

7044250. 

For all weed species, including relative abundances and status, see plant species list (Appendix 1). 
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5.0 Habitat Values Summary 

• The study area supports two hundred and thirty eight (238) native flora species; 

• Four Regional Ecosystems [RE12.3.1, RE12.3.2, RE12.9-10.14a and RE12.9-10.14] 

(Queensland Government, 2000) were recognised; 

• One ‘Endangered’ Regional Ecosystem [RE12.3.1] (Queensland Government, 2000) was 

identified; 

• One ‘Of Concern’ Regional Ecosystem [RE12.3.2] (Queensland Government, 2000) was 

identified; 

• One area of ‘High Value Regrowth Vegetation containing of concern regional ecosystems’ 

(Queensland Government, 2000) was identified; 

• No Threatened Ecological communities (Commonwealth Government of Australia, 1999) were 

observed; 

• One scheduled flora species (Queensland Government, 1994) was observed [see section 

4.2.2]; 

• No scheduled flora species (Commonwealth Government of Australia, 1999) were observed; 

• Eight Significant Flora Species (Sunshine Coast Council 2010) were recorded; 

• Fifty seven weed species were recorded; and 

• The study area encompasses an example of coastal ranges remnant bushland that is located 

within a larger tract of vegetation that includes the adjoining ELCA Tanawha Tall Gums. 
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Appendix 2: Threatened Flora Species 
(Within a 25km radius of the Study Area; from DERM 2011b) 

 
Family Taxon Common Name Q A 

Acanthaceae Graptophyllum reticulatum reticulated holly E E 

Apocynaceae Marsdenia coronata slender milkvine V V 

Apocynaceae Marsdenia hemiptera rusty vine NT  

Apocynaceae Parsonsia largiflorens  E  

Apocynaceae Parsonsia tenuis slender silkpod V  

Aponogetonaceae Aponogeton elongatus subsp. elongatus  NT  

Aristolochiaceae Pararistolochia praevenosa  NT  

Bignoniaceae Tecomanthe hillii 
Fraser Island 
creeper NT  

Blandfordiaceae Blandfordia grandiflora christmas bells E  

Burmanniaceae Thismia rodwayi  NT  

Caesalpiniaceae Senna acclinis  NT  

Casuarinaceae Allocasuarina emuina Mt. Emu she-oak E E 

Casuarinaceae Allocasuarina filidens 
Mt. Beerwah she-
oak NT  

Casuarinaceae Allocasuarina thalassoscopica Mt. Coolum she-oak E E 

Corynocarpaceae 
Corynocarpus rupestris subsp. 
arborescens 

southern 
corynocarpus V  

Cucurbitaceae Nothoalsomitra suberosa  NT  

Cyperaceae Schoenus scabripes  NT  

Ericaceae Leucopogon recurvisepalus  E  

Euphorbiaceae Bertya sharpeana Mt. Coolum bertya NT  

Euphorbiaceae Ricinocarpos speciosus  V  

Haloragaceae Gonocarpus effusus  NT  

Lamiaceae Plectranthus torrenticola  E E 

Lamiaceae Westringia blakeana  NT  

Lamiaceae Westringia grandifolia  E  

Lauraceae Cryptocarya foetida stinking cryptocarya V V 

Laxmanniaceae Romnalda strobilacea  V V 

Mimosaceae Acacia attenuata  V V 

Mimosaceae Acacia baueri subsp. baueri tiny wattle V  

Myrtaceae Choricarpia subargentea giant ironwood NT  

Myrtaceae Eucalyptus conglomerata swamp stringybark E E 

Myrtaceae Eucalyptus curtisii Plunkett mallee NT  

Myrtaceae Eucalyptus kabiana Mt. Beerwah mallee V V 

Myrtaceae Gossia fragrantissima  E E 

Myrtaceae Gossia inophloia  NT  

Myrtaceae Lenwebbia sp. (Blackall Range P.R.Sharpe 5387) E  

Myrtaceae Leptospermum luehmannii  V  

Myrtaceae Leptospermum oreophilum  V  

Myrtaceae Melaleuca groveana  NT  

Myrtaceae Syzygium hodgkinsoniae red lilly pilly V V 

Oleaceae Jasminum jenniae  E  

Orchidaceae Genoplesium cranei  V  

Orchidaceae Genoplesium sigmoideum  NT  

Orchidaceae Papillilabium beckleri  NT  

Orchidaceae Phaius australis  E E 

Orchidaceae Prasophyllum exilis  NT  

Orchidaceae Prasophyllum wallum Wallum leek orchid V V 

Orchidaceae Pterostylis nigricans  NT  

Orchidaceae Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii ravine orchid E V 
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Family Taxon Common Name Q A 

Orchidaceae Taeniophyllum muelleri  C V 

Poaceae Arundinella montana mountain reed grass NT  

Proteaceae Banksia conferta  V  

Proteaceae Floydia praealta ball nut V V 

Proteaceae Grevillea hodgei  V  

Proteaceae Helicia ferruginea rusty oak V  

Proteaceae Macadamia integrifolia macadamia nut V V 

Proteaceae Macadamia jansenii  E E 

Proteaceae Macadamia ternifolia bopple nut V V 

Proteaceae Macadamia tetraphylla  V V 

Proteaceae Triunia robusta  E E 

Rubiaceae Durringtonia paludosa durringtonia NT  

Rutaceae Boronia rivularis Wide Bay boronia NT  

Rutaceae Bosistoa transversa 
three-leaved 
bosistoa C V 

Rutaceae Zieria bifida  E E 

Rutaceae Zieria exsul  E  

Sapindaceae Dodonaea rupicola  V V 

Sapindaceae Lepiderema pulchella fine-leaved tuckeroo V  

Sapotaceae Planchonella eerwah  E E 

 

 
 
 

Key: 
Qld Queensland legislation (NCA 1992) 
Aust  Commonwealth legislation (EPBC Act 1999) 
E Endangered (NCA 1992 and EPBC Act 1999) 
V Vulnerable (NCA 1992 and EPBC Act 1999) 

NT Near Threatened (NCA 1992) 
C Common (NCA 1992) 
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Appendix 3: Possible Threatened Flora Species that may occur 
within the Study Area (from DERM 2011b) 

 

 
Family Taxon Common Name Q A 

Apocynaceae Marsdenia coronata slender milkvine V V 

Aristolochiaceae Pararistolochia praevenosa  NT  

Caesalpiniaceae Senna acclinis  NT  

Myrtaceae Syzygium hodgkinsoniae red lilly pilly V V 

Rutaceae Zieria bifida  E E 

 
 
Key: 
Qld Queensland legislation (NCA 1992) 
Aust  Commonwealth legislation (EPBC Act 1999) 
E Endangered (NCA 1992 and EPBC Act 1999) 
V Vulnerable (NCA 1992 and EPBC Act 1999) 
NT Near Threatened (NCA 1992) 
C Common (NCA 1992) 
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Appendix 4: Weed Species 
 

Taxon FamilyFAMILY 

Qld 
Herb. 
(2002) Status 

LP 
Act 
2002 G/F Common Name 

Ageratina riparia * ASTERACEAE 25 LC  H Mist Flower 

Ageratum houstonianum * ASTERACEAE 115 GEP  H Blue Top 

Archontophoenix alexandrae # ARECACEAE  GEP  T Alexander Palm 

Ardisia crenata * MYRSINACEAE  LC  SH Coral Berry 

Bidens pilosa * ASTERACEAE 110 LC  H Pitchforks 

Brachiaria decumbens *  POACEAE  GEP  H Signalgrass  

Chloris virgata * POACEAE    H Feathertop rhodes grass 

Cinnamomum camphora * LAURACEAE 8 LC C3 T Camphor Laurel 

Conyza canadensis * ASTERACEAE 179   H Canadian Fleabane 

Crassocephalum crepidioides * ASTERACEAE    H Thickhead 

Crotalaria incana * FABACEAE    H Shack shack 

Crotalaria lanceolata * FABACEAE    H lance leaf rattlebox 

Cyperus eragrostis  * CYPERACEAE    H Umbrella Sedge 

Dactyloctenium aegyptium* POACEAE    H Egyptian crowfoot grass 

Desmodium uncinatum * FABACEAE 64 LC  V Silver leaf Desmodium 

Diospyros kaki * EBENACEAE    ST Wild Persimmon 

Echinochloa colona * POACEAE    H Awnless barnyard grass 

Echinochloa crus-galli * POACEAE  GEP  H Barn yard grass 

Eleusine indica * POACEAE  GEP  H Crow's foot Grass 

Gomphrena celosioides * AMARANTHACEAE    H Gomphrena weed 

Hypochaeris radicata * ASTERACEAE    H Cat's Ears 

Indigofera suffruticosa * FABACEAE    SH Small-leaved indigo 

Ipomoea indica * CONVOLVULACEAE  SM  V Blue Marning Glory 

Kummerowia striata * FABACEAE    H Japanese clover 

Lagerstroemia indica * LYTHRACEAE    T Crepe Myrtle 

Lantana camara * VERBENACEAE 1 LC C3 SH Lantana 

Macroptilium atropurpureum * FABACEAE 51 LC  V Siratro 

Macrotyloma axillaris * FABACEAE  LC  V A Cow Pea 

Mangifera indica * ANACARDIACEAE    T Mango 

Megathyrsus maximus * POACEAE 20 SM/LC  H Guinea Grass 

Melinis minutiflora * POACEAE  LC  H Molasses Grass 

Melinis repens * POACEAE  GEP  H Red Natal Grass 

Ochna serrulata * OCHNACEAE 22 LC  SH Mickey Mouse Bush 

Oxalis corniculata * OXALIDACEAE    H Oxalis 

Paspalum mandiocanum * POACEAE  LC  H Broadleaf Paspalum 

Paspalum urvillei * POACEAE    H Vasey Grass 

Passiflora edulis * PASSIFLORACEAE 193 LC  V Passionfruit 

Passiflora suberosa * PASSIFLORACEAE  LC  V Small Passion Flower 

Phyllanthus tenellus * PHYLLANTHACEAE    H Long-stalked Phyllanthus  

Pinus elliottii * PINACEAE  LC  T Slash Pine 

Polygala paniculata * POLYGALACEAE    H Milkwort 

Psidium guava * MYRTACEAE  GEP  ST Wild Guava 

Rhaphiolepis indica * ROSACEAE 101 GEP  ST Indian Hawthorn 

Richardia scabra * RUBIACEAE    H Rough Mexican clover 

Ricinis communis * EUPHORBIACEAE  LC  SH Castor Oil Plant 

Schefflera actinophylla # ARALIACEAE  LC  T Umbrella Tree 

Scoparia dulcis * SCROPHULARIACEAE    H Scoparia 

Setaria pumila ssp pumila * POACEAE    H Yellow Bristlegrass 

Sida rhombifolia * MALVACEAE 153 GEP  H Sida 
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Taxon FamilyFAMILY 

Qld 
Herb. 
(2002) Status 

LP 
Act 
2002 G/F Common Name 

Solanum mauritianum * SOLANACEAE 61 GEP  ST Wild Tobacco 

Sorgum halepense * POACEAE    H Johnsongrass 

Spathodea campanulata * FABACEAE 190 LC C3 T African Tulip Tree 

Sphagneticola trilobata * ASTERACEAE 16 SM C3 H Singapore Daisy 

Tephrosia glomulifera * FABACEAE    H Pink Tephrosia 

Trifolium repens * FABACEAE    H White Clover 

Urena lobata * MALVACEAE    H Pink flowered China Burr 

Verbena rigida * VERBENACEAE  GEP  H Veined Verbena 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Key to Weed Species Table 
 
Ranking Number (Queensland Herbarium 2002) 
1 to 200  
 
Status (Sunshine Coast Council 2011- 2015) 
SM Strategic Management 
LC  Local Control 
GEP General Environmental Pest 
 
LP Act 2002 (Land Protection Act 2002) 
C3 Class 3 Declared Plant 
 

Growth/Life Form (G/LF) 
T = Tree SH = Shrub ST = Small Tree V = Vine H = Herb F = Fern 
 

Descriptive Superscripts 

* = Weed or Pest plant  # = Australian native plant outside natural geographic range 
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Appendix 5: Plates 
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Plates 1 and 2: Vegetation Community 1. 

 [Garry Thomas photos] 
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Plates 3, 4 and 5: Vegetation Community 2. 
 [Garry Thomas photos] 
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Plates 6 and 7: Vegetation Community 3. [Garry Thomas photos] 
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Plate 8 and 9: Disturbed-Regrowth Area. 

 Southern Boundary [Garry Thomas photos] 
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Plate 10: Pararistolochia praevenosa on creek line. 

 Notice planting tube [Garry Thomas photos] 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


