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The Annual China Big Twitch 2009 Birding Species Match

has passed more than half. The most record is 522 species of
birds till late July. A new turn of competition has begun.
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One Blue-winged Pitta was found at Shenzhen Futian
Mangrove Seashore Zoology Park on 2rd May. This rare
record attracted lots of photographers. While enjoy this
beautiful creature, birders had a deep discussion on some
subtle problems in bird watching and bird shooting.
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The Lianhuashan Birdwatching Competition 2009 was the
very first international one held in the northwest part of
China. Total of 20 teams including more than 80 birders
participated in it. 136 species of birds were recorded, in-
cluding 12 new records of Lianhuashan.
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Streptopelia chinensis. W% Rhopophilus
pekinensis.
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May in 2009, the first national bird watching match held in
northwest China, Lianhua Shan Swarovski Bird Watching
Match was held. There were two advised for next match that
may be held again: firstly, more funds should be prepared
for enough travel tools to improve the efficiency; secondly,

there are three more reseaonable lines to cover different
altitudes and provide much more posibilities for birders.
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Thanks to the support and sponsor by Wawu Shan
Administration, Wawu Shan Bird Watching Match was suc-
cessfully held by Chengdu Bird Watching Society and
Sichuan Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries.
Birding Societies and Birding enthusiasts from tens of
provinces, such as Beijing, Nanjing, Shanghai, Chengdu,
Guangzhou, Wuhan and etc. joint the match. Twelve teams
including almost 70 people from foreign countries, includ-
ing America, Germany, France, Singapore and etc. also took
part in the match. A total of 114 species were recorded,

iucluding Asian Emerald Cuckoo as the first record for Wawu
Shan.
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In early June, the second Hubei wild bird photograph and
bird watching match was held in Sanyang in hubei. Pupils
from Sanyang Primary School not only formed two teams,
but also assisted as birding guides for other nine teams.
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Yangxian is world-famouse for the Ibis Nature Reserve.The
first bird-watching competition of Qinlin was held there.
As a member of Lanzhou University bird-wacthing team,
the author participated in this game.He not only riched his
bird list in the three-day time, but also moved in the har-
mony atmosphere between the local people and the birds.
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In order to take a photo of the Black
Grouse, the author had a hard long-time
search trip in the Akehaba Mountain in
Habahe, Xinjiang. He failed to take an
ideal photo of the Black Grouse, though
he had met the bird twice, but his words
show us the difficulty during the trip.
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“Directory of Important Bird Areas in China(Mainland)
Key Sites for Conservation “ edited by BirdLife has been
published recently. The listwork has been started from year
1998. In recent years, there are more and more young
ornithologists, forest workers and birdwatchers join in the
group of bird conservation. Information communicating was
expanded, knowledges about birds in China and their habi-
tats were improved, the old IBA list weren’t enough since
early. Sponsored by the World Bank in 2006,Birdlife in-
vited bird watcher societies and many bird watchers from
all over China to gether information from 2006 to 2007 in
order to update the data of IBA in China. And finally, all are
coming to this list of IBA in China mainland published with
Chinese in 2009.
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Since June of 2009, CLP Dongtan Hooded Crane Conserva-
tion Project and Shanghai Wild Bird Society have been
sending two handbooks of “The secret life of Hooded Crane”
and “Bar-tailed Godwit never stop flying” freely to Bird
Conservation Areas, Societies and some enthusiasts. The
first one introduces the Hooded Cranes at Chongming
Dongtan, the second one introduces the migration of Bar-
tailed Godwit and the anti-hunting issues. They believe
these handbooks will help wild conservation education.
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A photographic book has been published recently, com-
prising 90 best and commended photographers from the
“Wild Birds Photographic Competition 2009” that orga-
nized by Chinese National Geographic Magazine. Itisa
truly outstanding collections on the pictures of Chinese
wild bird in their nature environment..
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Long-tailed Tits always move with their families as a group
of tens or more. Long-tailed Tits from north Heilongjiang
or even Russia pass by the Bird Banding Station in Qingfeng,
Nengjiang Gaofeng and Maoershan in Heilongjiang prov-
ince during late September and early November every year.
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A Pallas’s Fish Eagle was discovered on the south-east bank

I~

of Ganggeng lake, Dalai Nur NR recently., which was a
rare record in the eastern part of China.
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One White-eared Night Heron was recorded in

Danjiangkou, Hubei in July
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Ten Dalmatian Pelicans were recorded in Fuhai
reservoir, Xinjiang on 10th July[Yang Zhidong, Zheng
Wengqin, Fang Zhen & Xing Rui];

One juv. Sooty Tern was photoed at Caiyu islands,
Zhangpu, Fujian on 25th July [XMBWS];

One Lesser Frigatebird was photographed at the
Huangmaoping NR, Nanling, Guangxi on 19 August[Hang
Zujun];

Several reports of Cotton Pygmy-goose including
breeding records were received from different parts of
Hunan. Up to six were recorded in outskirt of Changsha
[Xiang Ping].
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