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Volunteer Dock Monitoring

Allens Harbor 
Marina, Quonset

Roger 
Williams,
Bristol

Fort Adams, 
Newport

Pt. Judith Marina, 
Snug Harbor

Save the Bay-
Pt. Edgewood,
Providence

2009 ‐ Present
CRMC – volunteer/ citizen 
scientist dock monitoring 
program

Five sites around RI coast

Monthly inspected by teams of  
trained volunteers, with 
supervision
May/June ‐ October



Volunteer Dock Monitoring



A panoply of invertebrates – most commonly tunicates



A panoply of invertebrates – most commonly tunicates



Port Edgewood Marina, Prov RI - and STB docks
10.06 14.07 14.08 16.09 06.10

Water temp (deg C) 17.3 20.8 21.7 20.6 17.7

Salinity (ppt) 22 20 22 ? 26

Species

Ascidiella aspersa

Botrylloides violaceus

Botryllus schlosseri

Carcinus maenas

Codium fragile

Diadumene lineata 2.5 3.5 3.5 4 3.5

Didemnum vexillum

Diplosoma listerianum

Grateloupia turuturu

Hemigrapsus sanguineus 2 3 4 3

Membranipora sp. 2 2 3

Ostrea edulis

Styela clava

Caprella mutica

Bugula neritina



Point Judith Marina, Snug Harbor RI
11.06 16.07 16.08 14.09 12.10

Water temp (deg C) 15.2 29 24.2 20.2 ?

Salinity (ppt) 34 31 31 30 32

Species

Ascidiella aspersa 2.5 3 4 2

Botrylloides violaceus 3 3 4 4 3

Botryllus schlosseri 1 3 4 4 2

Carcinus maenas

Codium fragile 2 3 2

Diadumene lineata 1 2 1

Didemnum vexillum 3 2 4 4 0

Diplosoma listerianum 1 4

Grateloupia turuturu 1? 1

Hemigrapsus sanguineus 2 2

Membranipora sp.

Ostrea edulis

Styela clava 3 3 3.5 4 3

Caprella mutica 2

Bugula neritina 2 2



Caprella mutica



Caprella mutica



Caprella mutica



Palaemon macrodactylus

Kelly Lab, University of New Haven



P. macrodactylus in Rhode Island
- first collected Sept 2010 in Providence River

-similar numbers collected in May 2011, 
monoculture

- also present in two subsequent collections in 
summer 2011, and early summer sampling in 
2012.

- with ovigerous females present in collection, 
species now seems fully established.

- expect widespread occurrence in 
Narragansett Bay, given natural tolerances.



More recent finds
of P. macrodactylus 
In other portions of 
Narragansett Bay

Providence River, 2010-2011

Allens Harbor Marina, 
Quonset, 2011-2012

Narrow River, Narragansett, 
2011 - 2012



Haram, Carlton Lab, Williams Mystic Haram, Carlton Lab, Williams Mystic

Native
Palaemonetes sp. Palaemon macrodactylus Palaemon elegans
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P. elegans

P. macrodactylus



Ianiropsis serricaudis
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Volunteer Dock Monitoring

Allens Harbor 
Marina, Quonset

Roger 
Williams,
Bristol

Fort Adams, 
Newport

Pt. Judith Marina, 
Snug Harbor

Save the Bay-
Pt. Edgewood,
Providence

CRMC
2009 ‐ Present

Five sites

June ‐ October



Allens Harbor

RWU

Fort Adams

Pt.Judith Marina 

Save the Bay

Settlement Plate Study

CRMC
New for 2012…
Primarily conducted by more 
trained staff

Eleven sites and growing…

March ‐ October



Settlement Plate Study



Sakonnet Point
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Allens Harbor

RWU

Fort Adams

Pt.Judith Marina 

Save the Bay

Settlement Plate Study

CRMC
New for 2012…
Primarily conducted by more 
trained staff

Eleven sites and growing…

March ‐ October



Permanent‐ August (four months) Monthly – August (five weeks)

Allen Harbor Marina 



Permanent‐ August (four months) Monthly – August (five weeks)

Matunuck Oyster Farm 



Eriocheir sinensis – The Chinese mitten crab



Eriocheir sinensis – The Chinese mitten crab



Thank you!

KevinMe


