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LETTERS OF SUPPORT 

 
 

1. Governor, State of Minnesota:      Mark Dayton 
2. US Senator, Minnesota:      Al Franken 
3. US Senator, Minnesota:      Amy Klobuchar 
4. US Congressman, Minnesota  7th Congressional District:    Collin Peterson 
5. State Senator (District 17):      Lyle Koenen 
6. State Representative (District 17B):     David Baker 
7. State Representative (District 17A):     Tim Miller 
8. Commissioner, Minnesota Department of Transportation:   Charles Zelle 
9. President, BNSF Railway      Carl Ice 
10. Director, MN Department of Employment and Economic Development: Kevin McKinnon  
11. Chairman, Kandiyohi County Board of Commissioners   Jim Butterfield 
12. Mayor, City of Willmar:      Marv Calvin 
13. Chief of Police, City of Willmar:      Jim Felt 
14. Fire Chief, City of Willmar:      Gary Hendrickson 
15. Manager, Rice Memorial Hospital – Ambulance Service:   Brad Hanson 
16. Executive Director, Kandiyohi County and City of Willmar EDC:  Steve Renquist 
17. Chairman, Willmar Township:      Donovan Monson 
18. Executive Director, Mid-MN Development Commission:   Donn Winckler 
19. President, Willmar Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce:   Ken Warner 
20. Director, Willmar Area Multicultural Business Center:   Toni Sing 
21. President, Chairman, Minnesota Commercial Railway:   John Gohmann 

 



STATE OF MINNESOTA 
Office of Governor Mark Dayton 
116 Veterans Service Building + 20 West 12th Street+ Saint Paul, MN 55155 

The Honorable Anthony R. Foxx 
Secretary 

May 27,2015 

United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington D.C. 20590 

RE: Support for Mi1mesota Department ofTranspmiation TIGER Grant Application 
for the Willmar Rail Com1ection and Industrial Access Project 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

I am writing to express my strong support for the Willmar Rail Connection 
and Industrial Access Project for consideration in the 2105 TIGER grant program. 

Due to the dramatic increases in Bakken oil shipments and those of other 
commodities, rail traffic in Minnesota has grown significantly over the last few years. 
As a result, rail safety and improvements are one of my highest priorities. I proposed 
a significant investment in railway safety in the 2015 legislative session. However, 
pminership with the federal government will be critical to resolving these issues long­
term. 

The Willmar Rail project is the result of a public private partnership, 
including the City of Willmar, Kandiyohi County, Kandiyohi/Willmar Economic 
Development Cmrunission, MnDOT and BNSF. The project will: 

o Reduce the number of train trips that cause traffic delays at rail crossings 
in Willmar; 

o Improve local and regional rail system operational efficiency, fluidity, 
optionality and connectivity; 

o Alleviate increasing congestion and accommodate additional projected 
growth on the local and regional rail network; and 

o Facilitate rail-served development in the Willmar Industrial Park and 
enable local economic development. 

Cunently, 10 to 14 trains travel through Willmar on a daily basis. The 
Willmar Rail Connection and Industrial Access Project will reroute 7 to 10 trains 
(14 to 20 train trips) around Willmar each day. Every train movement can block 
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crossings in Willmar's downtown business district for up to 30 minutes. The project 
will significantly improve local residents ' access to Willmar's business district. 

In addition, the project will improve shippers' access to rail service, providing 
additional and less costly shipping options. Mim1esota's Depatiment of 
Transportation has estimated that the project will return three times its investment in · 
benefits to this rural community and region. 

The im1ovative project represents the best in public/private collaboration and 
will enhance the safety, accessibility, efficiency, and reliability of the transpmiation 
system in Mitmesota and throughout the region. 

If you have any additional questions, please contact Mim1esota Department of 
Transpmiation Commissioner Charlie Zelle at 651-366-4800. Thank you for your 
consideration of the Willmar Rail Cmmector and Industrial Access Project for the 
2015 TIGER Discretionary Grant Program. 

Sincerely, 



AL FRANKEN 
MINNESOTA 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary 

~nitcd eStates cSmatc 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2309 

June 2, 2015 

United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S,E. 
Washington D.C. 20590 

RE: TIGER 2015- Willmar Rail Connection and Industrial Access Project 

Dear Secretary Foxx, 

SUITE 
SH-320 

202-224-5641 

I am writing to express my strong support for the Willmar Rail Connection and Industrial 
Access Project's application for funding under the TIGER discretionary grant program. As 
detailed in the application, the project will enhance the safety, accessibility, efficiency, and 
reliability of the transportation system in Minnesota and throughout the region. The project's 
new wye and its connected rail spur would alleviate a significant bottleneck in the regional rail 
network, and enhance safety by reducing the likelihood of road-rail vehicle accidents. 

As economic activity has increased in recent years, I have heard frequent concerns about 
both rail congestion and rail safety issues, and this project would help address both. A TIGER 

grant would leverage significant non-federal sources, including funding from its private sector 
beneficiaries. BNSF Railway is providing over one-third of the total project costs. 

This project is the product of a long and collaborative process between the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation, the City of Willmar, Kandiyohi County, the regional Economic 
Development Commission, and BNSF. While the safety benefits would largely be felt in the 
Willmar area, the congestion relief would be felt across the state of Minnesotan and beyond. 

For the reasons listed above, I urge your full consideration of this application. If you have 
any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Jake Schwitzer of my staff at 651-221-1016 

or jake_schwitzer@franken.senate.gov. 

dJr;:~ 
AI Franken 
United States Senator 

W'M/V.FRANKEN.SENATE.GOV 



AMY KLOBUCHAR 
MINNESOTA 

COMMITIEES: 

AGRICULTURE. NUTRITION, 
AND FORESTRY 

COMMERCE, SCIENCE, 
AND TRANSPORTATION 

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITIEE 

JUDICIARY 

tinittd ~rates ~cnatc 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

June 1, 2015 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary, United States Department ofTransportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington D.C. 20590 

RE: TIGER 2015- Willmar Rail Connection and Industrial Access Project 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

I am writing to urge your strong consideration for the Willmar Rail Connection and Industrial 
Access Project for funding under the TIGER discretionary grant program. This project will 
enhance the safety, accessibility, efficiency, and reliability of the transportation system in 
Minnesota and throughout the region. This project was developed through a collaborative 
process between Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT), the city of Willmar, 
Kandiyohi County, the regional Economic Development Commission and BNSF railroad. 

The Willmar Rail Connection and Industrial Access Project will alleviate a significant bottleneck 
in the regional rail network, expand economic prospects in the region, and increase capacity and 
operational flexibility in the Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) rail network. MnDOT 
estimates that the project will return three times its investment in benefits to this rural 
community and region. Most importantly, this project will enhance safety and reduce the 
likelihood of road-rail vehicle conflicts. 

For the reasons above, I encourage your strong consideration of this application. If you have any 
questions or need additional information, please contact Adam Schiff at 612-727-5220 or by 
email at adam_schiff@klobuchar.senate.gov. 

l(J 



COLLIN C. PETERSON 
7TI1 DISTRICT, MINNESOTA 

2109 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
TELEPHONE: (202} 225-2165 

COMMITIEE ON AGRICULTURE 
RANKING MEMBER 

FAX: {202) 225-1593 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

INTERNET: www.house.gov/co!linpeterson 

April 30, 2015 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

I am writing in strong support of the City of Willmar, Minnesota's application for funding under the 
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Discretionary Grant Program. 
The proposed Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project clearly addresses the long-term 
standards of TIGER by resolving transportation issues that challenge the Willmar Community. First, the 
Willmar plan will bolster an inadequate transportation infrastructure in order to promote future 
industrial and economic growth. Second, community safety and livability will be improved. Finally, the 
plan will be environmentally sound. 

These needs and the benefits provided by a successful TIGER application were identified by a five 
member public-private coalition, composed of the City of Willmar, Kandiyohi County, the 
Willmar/Kandiyohi County Economic Development Commission, the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation, and Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railway. 

The Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project will solve a key deficiency in the area's rail 
system. Presently, north-south rail traffic between the Upper Midwest and the Gulf Region does not 
connect to the BNSF network in Willmar. Because of this, freight trains enter the downtown Willmar 
Rail Yard, change the direction of the train, and then depart. This procedure blocks streets and 
pedestrian crossings twice for every train, or they are routed elsewhere through the more congested 
Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul. Building the connector will reduce rail and automobile 
congestion in downtown Willmar, will allow for faster rail movement, and will increase efficiency at the 
Willmar Rail Yard. The project will also generate industrial growth and job creation by enabling the 
conversion of a decommissioned airport into a rail-served industrial park. 

Local partners have already committed over $118 million to address increasing transportation 
congestion issues in downtown Willmar. This project will facilitate future growth in the closed airport/ 
industrial park west of Willmar's population base. The project will meet the objectives of the President's 
Ladders of Opportunity Initiative by attracting and retaining skilled workers in the region. In addition to 
projects already completed, the partners have dedicated over $30 million in direct and in-kind 
contributions to construct the project and bring about positive, permanent change for the region, state, 
and national freight system. 
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Because of the many significant benefits that will result from this project, I strongly encourage your 
favorable consideration of the Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project application for the 
TIGER FY 2015 Discretionary Grant Program. 

Sincerely, ' ~ Q . 
~~~· 

Collin C. Peterson 
Member of Congress 

-



LYLE J. KOENEN 

1\lnjurity Whip 
Scnnlur, District 17 
7fi Dr. Mnrtin Luther King .• Jr. Blvd. 
St. Pnul, MN fifi lfifi 

Phone: ( 6!i I l 29G-;i094 
Fnx: ((ifi I l 22fi· 758fi 
E-muil: Sen. Lyle. Kocncn@scnntc.mn 

June 1, 2015 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary, U.S. Department ofTransportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
RE: TIGER 2015- Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

... ~ . 

~IIIIi!! . ...... ··:-. 
~-- . ,. _ . -

Senate 
State of Minnesota 

This letter expresses our/my strong support for the Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access 

application for TIGER 2015 funding. The Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project addresses 

four significant transportation challenges in Willmar, MN: 1) insufficient transportation infrastructure for 

future expected growth, 2) community livability and safety, 3) environmental conservation, and 4) 

economic development. These challenges are important to our community and region. Because of 

these challenges, a five-party public-private partnership was formed to address the concerns and 

develop a solution. This public-private partnership includes the City of Willmar, Kandiyohi County, 

Kandiyohi County and the City of Willmar Economic Development Commission, the Minnesota 

Department ofTransportation, and BNSF Railway. 

The Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project solves a key transportation inefficiency in the 

region's and nation's rail transportation system. Currently, north-south rail traffic moving between the 

upper Midwest plains and the Gulf States has no direct connection on the BNSF system in Willmar. As a 

result, freight trains come into the downtown Willmar Rail Yard, change the direction of the train and 

then pull back out, blocking crossings twice for every one train, or they are routed hundreds of miles out 

of town through the much more congested Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul. Building this 

connector will reduce train and vehicular congestion in downtown Willmar caused by blocked crossings, 

allow for more efficient rail movements, as well as reduce train idling in the often congested Willmar 

Rail Yard. In addition, this project enables the conversion of a decommissioned airport into a rail-served 

industrial park, which will generate jobs and economic opportunity for the City of Willmar, Kandiyohi 

County, and southwestern Minnesota. 

As the economy recovers, the congestion and conflicts in Willmar will only increase, and that's why the 

local project partners have already committed more than $118M over the last decade for infrastructure 
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projects to proactively plan for new development to the west of Willmar. In support of the President's 

Ladders of Opportunity initiative, development at the industrial park will help attract and retain skilled 

workers to the region. In addition to projects already completed, the partners have dedicated more 

than $30M in direct and in-kind contributions to construct the project and bring about positive and 

permanent change for the region, state, and national freight network. 

In looking at the numerous benefits associated with this project, I strongly urge your favorable 

consideration of the Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project application for the TIGER 2015 

Discretionary Grant funding program. 

Sincerely, 

0- ~~ 
Lyle Koenen 
State Senator, District 17 



Dave Baker 
State Representative 

Assistant Majority Leader 

District 17B 
Kandiyohi County 

May 29, 2015 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: TIGER 2015 -Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project 

Dear Secretary Foxx, 

Minnesota 
House of 
Representatives 

This letter expresses our/my strong support for the Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access 
application for TIGER 2015 funding. The Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project addresses 
four significant transportation challenges in Willmar, MN: 1) insufficient transportation infrastructure for 
future expected growth, 2) community livability and safety, 3) environmental conservation, and 4) 
economic development. These challenges are important to our community and region. Because of these 
challenges, a five-party public-private partnership was formed to address the concems and develop a 
solution. This public-private partnership includes the City of Willmar, Kandiyohi County, Kandiyohi 
County and the City of Willmar Economic Development Commission, the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation, and BNSF Railway. 

The Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project solves a key transportation inefficiency in the 
region's and nation's rail transportation system. Currently, north-south rail traffic moving between the 
upper Midwest plains and the Gulf States has no direct connection on the BNSF system in Willmar. As a 
result, freight trains come into the downtown Willmar Rail Yard, change the direction of the train and then 
pull back out, blocking crossings twice for every one train, or they are routed hundreds of miles out of town 
through the much more congested Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul. Building this connector will 
reduce train and vehicular congestion in downtown Willmar caused by blocked crossings, allow for more 
efficient rail movements, as well as reduce train idling in the often congested Willmar Rail Yard. In 
addition, this project enables the conversion of a decommissioned airport into a rail-served industrial park, 
which will generate jobs and economic opportunity for the City of Willmar, Kandiyohi County, and 
southwestem Minnesota. 

As the economy recovers, the congestion and conflicts in Willmar will only increase, and that's why the 
local project partners have already committed more than $118M over the last decade for infrastructure 
projects to proactively plan for new development to the west of Willmar. In support of the President's 
Ladders of Opportunity initiative, development at the industrial park will help attract and retain skilled 

280- 23rd St. S.E., Willmar, MN 56201 
State Office Building, 100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. B!vd. St. Paul, Minnesota 55155-i 298 

rep.dave.baker@house.mn 
(651) 296-6206 



workers to the region. In addition to projects already completed, the partners have dedicated more than 
$30M in direct and in-kind contributions to construct the project and bring about positive and permanent 
change for the region, state, and national freight network. 

In looking at the numerous benefits associated with this project, I strongly urge your favorable 
consideration of the Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project application for the TIGER 2015 
Discretionary Grant funding program. 

Sincerely, 

Dave Baker 
State Representative 
District l7B 



Tim Miller 
State Representative 

District 17 A 

Chippewa, Kandiyohi, Renville and Swift 

Counties 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

RE: TIGER 2015- Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

Minnesota 
House of 
Representatives 

This letter expresses my strong support for the Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access application 

for TIGER 2015 funding. The Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project addresses four 
significant transportation challenges in Willmar, MN: 1) insufficient transportation infrastructure for 

future expected growth, 2) community livability and safety, 3) environmental conservation, and 4) 

economic development. These challenges are important to our community and region. Because of 

these challenges, a five-party public-private partnership was formed to address the concerns and 

develop a solution. This public-private partnership includes the City of Willmar, Kandiyohi County, 

Kandiyohi County and the City of Willmar Economic Development Commission, the Minnesota 

Department ofTransportation, and BNSF Railway. 

The Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project solves a key transportation inefficiency in the 

region's and nation's rail transportation system. Currently, north-south rail traffic moving between the 

upper Midwest plains and the Gulf States has no direct connection on the BNSF system in Willmar. As a 

result, freight trains come into the downtown Willmar Rail Yard, change the direction of the train and 

then pull back out, blocking crossings twice for every one train, or they are routed hundreds of miles out 

of town through the much more congested Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul. Building this 

connector will reduce train and vehicular congestion in downtown Willmar caused by blocked crossings, 

allow for more efficient rail movements, as well as reduce train idling in the often congested Willmar 

Rail Yard. In addition, this project enables the conversion of a decommissioned airport into a rail-served 

industrial park, which will generate jobs and economic opportunity for the City of Willmar, Kandiyohi 

County, and southwestern Minnesota. 

As the economy recovers, the congestion and conflicts in Willmar will only increase, and that's why the 

local project partners have already committed more than $118M over the last decade for infrastructure 

projects to proactively plan for new development to the west of Willmar. In support of the President's 

Ladders of Opportunity initiative, development at the industrial park will help attractand retain skilled 

workers to the region. In addition to projects already completed, the partners have dedicated more 

than $30M in direct and in-kind contributions to construct the project and bring about positive and 

permanent change for the region, state, and national freight network. 

601 Fifth St., Prinsburg, MN 56281 (320) 905-1010 
415 State Office Building, 100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. St. Paul, Minnesota_:'!5"=51'-:5'-"5'-:·1..=2,.98o.__ _________ ~(6'o'5'..!.1):_o2"'C96'C:-~42='2='8 
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In looking at the numerous benefits associated with this project, I strongly urge your favorable 

consideration of the Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project application for the TIGER 2015 

Discretionary Grant funding program. 

Sincerely, 

Representative Tim Miller 

District 17A 

Minnesota House of Representatives 



Minnesota Department of Transportation 
395 John Ireland Boulevard 
Saint Paul, MN 55155 

June 1, 2015 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary, United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington D.C. 20590 

RE: TIGER 2015- Willmar Rail Connection and Industrial Access Project 

Dear Secretary Foxx, 

The Minnesota Department of Transportation wishes to express its full support for the Willmar 
Rail Connection and Industrial Access Project. This project represents precisely the type of 
multi-modal transportation infrastructure improvement that is reflected in MnDOT's Mission 
Statement: 

Plan, build, operate and maintain a safe, accessible, efficient and reliable multimodal 
transportation system that connects people to destinations and markets throughout the state, 
regionally and around the world. 

As the application and other letters of support demonstrate in great detail, the project will 
enhance the safety, accessibility, efficiency, and reliability of the transportation system in 
Minnesota and throughout the region. In short, the project alleviates a significant bottleneck in 
the regional rail network, expands economic prospects in an area of our state that is ripe for new 
business expansion, and increases capacity and operational flexibility in the Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe rail network. MnDOT will provide $15 million in State funds towards a successful 
TIGER Grant. 

The objectives of the project are also very well aligned with the unique objectives ofthe TIGER 
Discretionary Grant Program. In particular, the project is innovative. It is a multimodal, 
multijurisdictional project that does not fit neatly into any "traditional" state or federal 
transportation funding program. The project leverages resources from its private sector 
beneficiaries. BNSF is providing over one-third of the total project costs. The project is borne of 
a true partnership between five distinct organizations representing both the public and private 
sector. Our efforts have clearly demonstrated strong and productive collaboration as evidenced 
by the project' s robust planning history and the resulting integration of the transportation system 
with other local and regional public service goals. Finally, the project is a rural investment, 
supporting livability and sustainability in rural Minnesota. MnDOT applies a rigorous return-on­
investment analysis to all major projects and our projections estimate that this project will return 
three times its investment in benefits to this rural community and region. 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Thanks once again for your consideration of the Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access 
Project for the 2015 TIGER Discretionary Grant Program. IfMnDOT can be of any further 
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely, 

Charles A. Zelle 
Commissioner 
Minnesota Department of Transportation 



RA/LWAY 

June 2, 2015 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

Carl R.lce 
President and 
Chief Executive Officer 

BNSF Railway Company 
P.O. Box 961052 
Fort Worth. TX 76 16 1.0052 

2650 Lou Menk Drive 
Fort Worth. TX 76131·2830 
(81 7) 352-1400 
(817) 352-7488 fax 

car1.1ce@bnsf.com 

BNSF Railway strongly supports the efforts of local and state leaders to secure $15 million in 
TIGER funding for the Willmar Rail Connection & Industrial Spur. Originally spearheaded locally, 
this $46 million project now represents a five-party collaboration of the City of Willmar, Kand iyohi 
County, their Economic Development Commission, Minnesota Department of Transportation, 
and BNSF. For its part, BNSF pledges $16 million in matching funds. 

This project significantly benefits local, regional, and national stakeholder groups: 

• Community livability improvements from reduced train movements and crossing 
blockages in Willmar, enabling greater westward expansion of the City 

• Reduced air quality impacts from emissions at grade crossings 

• Economic growth and family-wage job creation for this rural Minnesota city by creating 
opportunities for rail-served industrial development at a former airport site 

• Improved rail system efficiency, flexibility, velocity, and capacity for the northern plains, 
particularly benefitting agricultural and industrial customers across the BNSF system 

FRA provided guidance that this project is likely to receive a NEPA Categorical Exclusion, and 
the project partners are confident there are no significant environmental, property, or design risks 
to obligation of TIGER funds or construction. A project MOU is executed, engineering design is 
nearly complete, and productive discussions with impacted landowners are underway. 
These community-oriented rail public private partnerships, such as TIGER's recently completed 
Tower 55 Improvements, are not only economical and dependable. They deliver a unique 
combination of livability improvements for often-disadvantaged neighboring communities, 
economic growth opportunities for the local area, and transportation system benefits across a 
multi-state region. BNSF is committed to this approach, and appreciates your thorough 
consideration of this important project. 

Carl R. Ice 
President and CEO 



The Honorable Anthony Foxx 

Secretary 

/f{Upf£50~ 
Department of Employment and Economic Development 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave ., SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

RE: TIGER 2015 - Willmar Rail Connection and Industrial Spur 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

I am writing to express Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) 

support for the Willmar Rail Connection and Industrial Spur application for TIGER 2015 funding. The 

Minnesota Department of Transportation, BNSF Railway, City of Willmar, Kandiyohi County, and 

Kandiyohi County and City of Willmar Economic Development Commission have formed a strong public­

private partnership to develop a solution that addresses rail safety and economic development concerns 

in the Willmar area. These partners understand the importance of this project to the region and the 

State of Minnesota, and have together committed over $30 million in contributions towards the project. 

The project will make Minnesota more con1petitive by reducing freight congestion not only in Willmar, 

but around the entire State and the surrounding region . Eliminating this bottleneck in the Willmar rail 

yard w ill increase rail network fluidity and reduce congestion on other rail lines throughout the State. 

BNSF indicates this project will help reduce rail congestion as far away as Galesburg, Ill. Reduced raii 

congestion means better service for M innesota businesses that depend on reliable rail service. This 

project also provides rail access to a new industrial park at a decommissioned airport, generating jobs 

for Willmar and the surrounding area . The regional Economic Development agency and DEED will almost 

certainly be involved in the industrial development of this venture_. The City currently lacks rail-served 

industrial land, and this project will provide new opportunities for rail-oriented business growth. The 

project will also make downtown Willmar more business-friendly through the increased safety and 

reduced noise and vehicle congestion resulting from decreased train movements in the Willmar yard. 

I strongly urge you to favorably consider the Willmar Rail Connection and Industrial Spur application for 

the 2015 TIGER Discretionary Grant funding project. Approval of this funding grant will ensure a 

complete and permanent solution to safety, rail capacity, and economic development issues in the 

region . 

Sincerely, 

?~ 
Kevin McKinnon 

Deputy Comm issioner 

1st National Bank Building • 332 Minnesota Street, Suite E-200 • Saint Paul , MN 55101-1351 USA • www.mn.gov/deed 

Toll Free: 800-657-3858 • Phone: 651-259-7114 • Fax: 651 -296-4772 • TTY: 651 -296-3900 
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I<ANDIYOHI COUNTY 
PUBLIC WORJ(S DEPARTMENT 

1801 E Highway 12 • Willmar, MN 56201 
• Phone 320-235-3266 • Fax 320-235-0055 • E-mail: J-lighway@co.kandiyohi.mn.us 

Jeremy Pfeifer 
Assistant County Engineer 

March 30, 2015 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 

Melvin W. Odens, P.E., Public Works Director 

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

RE: TIGER 2015- Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

Dave Fritz 
Maintenance Engineer 

This letter expresses our/my strong support for the Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access application for 

TIGER 2015 funding. The Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project address four significant 

transportation challenges in Willmar, MN: 

1. insufficient transportation infrastructure for future expected growth 

2. community livability and safety 

3. environmental conservation 

4. economic development. 

These challenges are important to our community and region. Because of these challenges, a five-party public­

private partnership was formed to address the concerns and develop a solution. This public-private partnership 

includes the City of Willmar, Kandiyohi County, Kandiyohi County and the City of Willmar Economic 

Development Commission, the Minnesota Department of Transportation, and BNSF Railway. 

The Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project solve key transportation inefficiency in the region's 

and nation's rail transportation system. Currently, north-south rail traffic moving between the upper Midwest 

plains and the Gulf States has no direct connection on the BNSF system in Willmar. As a result, freight trains 

come into the downtown Willmar Rail Yard, change the direction of the train and then pull back out, blocking 

crossings twice for every one train, or they are routed hundreds of miles out of town through the much more 

congested Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul. Building this connector will reduce train and vehicular 

congestion in downtown Willmar caused by blocked crossings, allow for more efficient rail movements, as well 

as reduce train idling in the often congested Willmar Rail Yard. In addition, this project enables the conversion 

of a decommissioned airport into a rail-served industrial park, which will generate jobs and economic 

opportunity for the City of Willmar, Kandiyohi County, and southwestern Minnesota. 

Bntce Nelson 
Operations Supervisor 

Steve Lindgren Paul Bakker Loren Engelby 
Maintenance Supervisor Financial Supervisor Public Drainage 

Manager 

Nathan Reed 
GLSSWD Superintendent 
(320)796-4523 



Page 2 

As the economy recovers, the congestion and conflicts in Willmar will only increase, and that's why the local 

project partners have already committed more than $118 million over the last decade for infrastructure projects 

to proactively plan for new development to the west of Willmar. In support of the President's Ladders of 

Opportunity initiative, development at the industrial park will help attract and retain skilled workers to the 

region. In addition to projects already completed, the partners have dedicated more than $30 million in direct 

and in-kind contributions to construct the project and bring about positive and permanent change for the 

region, state, and national freight network. 

In looking at the numerous benefits associated with this project, I strongly urge your favorable consideration of 

the Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project application for the TIGER 2015 Discretionary Grant 

funding program. 

Sincerely, 

dahl1pet
Cross-Out



May 1, 2015 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

City Office Building 
Box 755 
Willmar. Minnesota 56201 

320-235-49 13 
FAX 320-235-49 17 

RE: TIGER 2015- Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

This letter expresses support by the City of Willmar for the Willmar Rail Connector and 
Industrial Access application for TIGER 2015 funding. The Willmar Rail Connector and 
Industrial Access Project addresses four significant transportation challenges in 
Willmar, MN: 1) insufficient transportation infrastructure for future expected growth, 2) 
community livability and safety, 3) environmental conservation, and 4) economic 
development. These challenges are important to our community and region . 
Because of these challenges, a five-party public-private partnership was formed to 
address the concerns and develop a solution. This public-private partnership 
includes the City of Willmar, Kandiyohi County, Kandiyohi County and the City of 
Willmar Economic Development Commission , the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation, and BNSF Railway. 

The Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project solves a key transportation 
inefficiency in the region's and nation's rail transportation system. Currently, north­
south rail traffic moving between the upper Midwest plains and the Gulf States has 
no direct connection on the BNSF system in Willmar. As a result, freight trains come 
into the downtown Willmar Rail Yard, change the direction of the train and then pull 
back out, blocking crossings twice for every one train, or they are routed hundreds of 
miles out of town through the much more congested Twin Cities of Minneapolis and 
St. Paul. Building this connector will reduce train and vehicular congestion in 
downtown Willmar caused by blocked crossings, allow for more efficient rail 
movements, as well as reduce train idling in the often congested Willmar Rail Yard . In 
addition, this project enables the conversion of a decommissioned airport into a rail­
served industrial park, which will generate jobs and economic opportunity for the City 
of Willmar, Kandiyohi County, and southwestern Minnesota. 

As the economy recovers, the congestion and conflicts in Willmar will only increase, 
and that's why the local project partners have already committed more than $118M 



over the last decade for infrastructure projects to proactively plan for new 
development to the west of Willmar. In support of the President's Ladders of 
Opportunity initiative, development at the industrial park will help attract and retain 
skilled workers to the region. In addition to projects already completed, the partners 
have dedicated more than $30M in direct and in-kind contributions to construct the 
project and bring about positive and permanent change for the region, state, and 
national freight network. 

In looking at the numerous benefits associated with this project, I strongly urge your 
favorable consideration of the Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project 
application for the TIGER 2015 Discretionary Grant funding program. 

Sincerely, 

CITY OF WILLMAR 

Mayor 

js 





WILLMAR 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 

Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

WILLMAR FIRE DEPARTMENT 
FIRE CHIEF 

515 SW 2ND ST 

WILLMAR, MN 56201-0932 
320-235-1354 

RE: TIGER 2015- Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

On behalf of the City of Willmar Fire Department and the citizens it serves, I strongly support the 

Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access application for the TIGER 2015 funding for the Willmar 

wye/by-pass project that will divert numerous trains from the Wilmar yard. The Willmar Rail Connector 

and Industrial Access Project addresses' a significant transportation challenge in relation to community 

livability and safety which is of the utmost importance to our community and region. The reduction of 

train traffic in and out of the yard will be a great benefit as it will reduce crossing closures at numerous 

rail crossings throughout the city. This reduction in crossing closures assures that the fire department 

has multiple routes of travel when responding to calls for service. Time is of essence when responding 

to a structure fire; fires triple in size every minute leaving little time for any delays. Currently the fire 

department only has one route of travel which assures us we will not be delayed by one of the 

numerous trains which transverses the community. Unfortunately this route is not centrally located 

causing significant delays if we have to back track to it in the event the other crossings are blocked by 

rail traffic. 

Due to the many challenges, a five-party public-private partnership was formed to address the concerns 

and develop a solution. This public-private partnership includes the City of Willmar, Kandiyohi County, 

Kandiyohi County and the City of Willmar Economic Development Commission, the Minnesota 

Department of Transportation, and BNSF Railway. The Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access 

Project solves a key transportation inefficiency in the region's and nation's rail transportation system. 

Currently, north-south rail traffic moving between the upper Midwest plains and the Gulf States has no 

direct connection on the BNSF system in Willmar. As a result, freight trains come into the downtown 

Willmar Rail Yard, change the direction of the train and then pull back out, blocking crossings twice for 

every one train, or they are routed hundreds of miles out of town through the much more congested 

Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul. Building this connector will reduce train and vehicle congestion 

in downtown Willmar caused by blocked crossings, allow for more efficient rail movements, as well as 

reduce train idling in the often congested Willmar Rail Yard. In addition, this project enables the 



conversion of a decommissioned airport into a rail-served industrial park, which will generate jobs and 

economic opportunity for the City of Willmar, Kandiyohi County, and southwestern Minnesota. 

As the economy recovers, the congestion and conflicts in Willmar will only increase, and that's why the 

local project partners have already committed more than $118M over the last decade for infrastructure 

projects to proactively plan for new development to the west of Willmar. In support of the President's 

Ladders of Opportunity initiative, development at the industrial park will help attract and retain skilled 

workers to the region. In addition to projects already completed, the partners have dedicated more 

than $30M in direct and in-kind contributions to construct the project and bring about positive and 

permanent change for the region, state, and national freight network. 

In looking at the numerous benefits associated with this project, I strongly urge your favorable 

consideration of the Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project application for the TIGER 2015 

Discretionary Grant funding program. 

Sincerely, 

Gary Hendrickson 
Willmar Fire Chief 



Rice lvternoriaf Hospital 

4/14/2015 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary U.S. Department ofTransportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: TIGER 2015 -Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project 

Dear Secretary Foxx, 

It is my pleasure to write a letter in support of the Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access 
application for Tiger 2015 funding. 

This project addresses four transportation concerns in Willmar, Minnesota: 1) insufficient 
transportation infrastructure for future growth 2) the reduction of train traffic in and out of yard 
will be a great benefit to the community for many safety reasons, as well as reducing crossing 
closures at CSAH 5 at 191

h StreetNW, lOth Street SW and 7th Street SW which would be 
impo1tant tor emergency vehicle routing 3) environmental conservation and 4) economic 
development are concerns as well. These questions are vital concerns for our community and 
region. 

I fully support these efforts and would welcome any reduction in crossing closures that would 
benefit Emergency Services vehicle response . 

.8Aad'~~ EM, CCNREMT-P, RHPC 

Manager 
Willmar Ambulance Service 
Deputy Emergency Management Director- City of Willmar 
Environmental Safety Officer & Emergency Preparedness Coordinator 



May 20,2015 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: TIGER 2015 - Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

The City of Willmar and Kandiyohi County ask that you partner with us as we endeavor to dramatically 
improve the rail transportation infrastructure that allows us to grow the economy in our portion of 
Minnesota. We use the term partner because local government has spent over $118 million preparing 
this regional center for substantial economic growth. Our public-private partnership already includes the 
BNSF Railway, the Kandiyoh i County and City of Willmar Economic Development Commission, the City of 
Willmar, Kandiyohi County and the State of Minnesota Department of Transportation. The City of Willmar 
has invested heavily in the acquisition and preparation of a new industrial park. The availability of rail 
service in the industrial park allows recruitment of rail dependent heavy industry that provide jobs paying 
well above the present average weekly wage found in the community. In support of the President's 
Ladders of Opportunity initiative, development at the industrial park will help attract and retain skilled 
workers to the region. 

The Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project addresses four significant transportation 
challenges important to our community and region: 1) insufficient transportation infrastructure for futu re 
expected growth, 2) community livability and safety, 3) environmental conservation and 4) economic 
development. 

The Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project address transportation inefficiency in the 
region's and nation's rail transportation system. Currently, there is an operational impediment in the 
Willmar downtown Rail Yard that causes inefficient operation or the cars are routed hundreds of miles 
out of town through much more congested areas of Minneapolis and St. Paul. 

I strongly urge your favorable consideration of the Willmar Rail Connec;:tor and Industrial Access Project 
application for the TIGER 2015 Discretionary Grant funding program. 

Sincerely, 

u.r: .. _ ~ d ;~~ Q ,tl/1~ 
Steven C. Renquist c- • ., f - y [ 

Executive Director 



April 27, 2015 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 

Willmar Township 
4350 151

h St. SW 
Willmar, MN 56201 

Secretary, U.S. Department ofTransportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

RE: TIGER 2015- Willmar Rail Connection and Industrial Spur 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

This letter expresses the strong support oft he Willmar Rail Connection and Industrial Spur 

application for TIGER 2015 funding. The Willmar Rail Connection and Industrial Spur addresses 

four significant transportation challenges in Willmar, MN: insufficient transportation 

infrastructure for future expected growth; community livability and safety; environmental 

conservation; and economic development. These challenges are important to our community 

and region. Because ofthese challenges a five party public-private partnership was formed to 

address the concerns and develop a solution. This public-private partnership includes the City 

of Willmar, Kandiyohi County, Kandiyohi County and the City of Willmar Economic Development 

Commissions, Minnesota Department of Transportation and BNSF Railway. The proposed 

project will be within Willmar Township. 

The Willmar Rail Connection and Industrial Spur will solve a key transportation inefficiency in 

the region's and nation's rail transportation system. Currently north-south rail traffic moving 

between the upper Midwest plains and the Gulf States has no direct connection to the BNSF 

system in Willmar. As a result, freight trains come into the downtown Willmar Rail Yard, change 

the direction of the train and then pull back out, blocking crossings twice for every one train or 

they are routed hundreds of miles out of town through the much more congested Twin Cities of 

Minneapolis and St. Paul. Building this connection will allow for more efficient rail movement as 

well as reduce train and vehicular congestion in downtown Willmar caused by blocked crossings 

and will reduce train idling in the often congested Willmar Rail Yard. In addition, this project 

enables the conversion of a decommissioned airport into a rail served industrial park which will 

generate jobs and economic opportunity for the City of Willmar, Kandiyohi County and the 

western half of the state of Minnesota. 



As the economy recovers, the congestion caused in Willmar and the potential positive 

economic and environmental impacts of the Project will only increase and that's why the 

project partners have committed over $30M in direct and in-kind contributions to solve this 

concern and bring about positive and permanent change for the region, state and national 

freight network. The Township strongly supports this project and in support thereof, the 

Township intends to turn over part of a township road to Kandiyohi County to permit the 

County to redesign the road to be consistent with the intent of the project. 

Past economic assessments of the Project have concluded that the Project would result in a 

Benefit Cost Ratio of 3.19 at a 7 percent discount rate. This demonstrates that there are more 

than three times the benefits for every dollar invested of total Project costs. 

The Project will connect with Marshall to the Morris Subdivisions of the BNSF rail network, 

allowing 7 to 10 trains daily to avoid pulling into the rail yard in downtown Willmar. The 

reduction of train traffic through downtown Willmar improves the local quality of life by 

reducing delays at crossings, improving safety, reducing noise and emissions, and improving the 

reliability of fire, police, and ambulance response. This investment also creates both rail 

capacity and operational flexibility, and will allow for BNSF to relieve one of the more 

congested areas on the northern part of its system. 

In looking at the numerous benefits associated with this project, our Township Board strongly 

urges your favorable consideration of the Willmar Rail Connection and Industrial Spur 

application for the TIGER 2015 Discretionary Grant funding program. 

Sincerely, 

Willmar Township 

~c~ 
Donavon C. Monson, Chairman 

cc: City of Willmar 
County of Kandiyohi 
Economic Development Commission 



10- INNESOTA DEVELOPMENT 
Serving the People of Region Six East 

Aprill5, 2015 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington DC 20590 

RE: TIGER 2015- Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project 

Dear Secretary Foxx: 

OM MISSION 

The Mid-Minnesota Regional Development Commission wishes to strongly express our support 
of the Willmar Rail Connection and Industrial Access Project application for TIGER 2015 
funding. As a regional planning agency, we see a significant need for this project for public 
safety, and economic development opportunities. The project will also provide the City of 
Willmar's central business district with much improved traffic flow and livability conditions. 
Lastly, the project will result in environmental conservation. The project will be a great benefit 
to the City and the operation of the BNSF. The City of Willmar is the primary regional center for 
a number of counties in Southwest Minnesota, thus these improvements will be an economic 
benefit to the entire region. · 

The Willmar Rail Connection and Industrial Spur project has a public-private partnership that 
includes the City of Willmar, Kandiyohi County and the City of Willmar Economic 
Development Commission, Kandiyohi County, Minnesota Department of Transportation, and 
BNSF Railway. All these partners see the tremendous benefits that will come from the project. It 
is for that reason they have together already committed over $118 million during the last decade 
for infrastructure projects to proactively plan for new development on the west side of Willmar. 
In support of the President's Ladders of Opportunity initiative, development at the industrial park 
will help attract and retain skilled workers to the region. The partners for this project have also 
agreed to dedicate more than $30 million in direct and in-kind contributions to construct the 
project. The investment will result in permanent positive change for the region, state, and the 
national freight network. 

The Willmar Rail Connection and Industrial Access Project solves a key transportation 
inefficiency in the region's and nation's rail transportation system. Currently north-south rail 
traffic moving between the upper Midwest plains and the Gulf States has no direct connection on 
the BNSF system in Willmar. As a result, freight trains come into the downtown Willmar rail 
yard, change the direction of the train and then pull back out, blocking crossings twice for each 

333 Sixth Street Southwest, Suite 2 ·Willmar, MN 56201-5615 
E-Mail: mmrdc@mmrdc.org ·Web Site: www.mmrdc.org 

320-235-8504 · 1-800-450-8608 • 320-235-4329 Fax 



train. Some trains are routed hundreds of miles out of town through the much more congested 
Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul. Building this connector will allow for more efficient 
rail movement as well as reduce train and vehicular congestion in downtown Willmar. The safety 
and uninterrupted travel of walkers and bicyclists will be improved on identified trail routes 
crossing the railroad within the downtown. Less train and vehicle idling will lead to energy 
savings. In addition, this project enables the conversion of a decommissioned airport into a rail 
served industrial park which will generate jobs and economic opportunity for the City of 
Willmar, Kandiyohi County, and the western half of the state of Minnesota. The City is in much 
need for new industrial land, as currently other industrial park land is occupied. 

In looking at the numerous benefits associated with this project, I strongly urge your favorable 
consideration of the Willmar Rail Connection and Industrial Access Project application for the 
TIGER 2015 Discretionary Grant funding program. 

Sincerely, 

~a,~~ 
Donn Winckler 
Executive Director 
Mid-Minnesota Development Commission 



April14, 2015 

The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: TIGER 2015- Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project 

Dear Secretary F oxx, 

2104 Hwy 12 E I Willmar, MN 56201 
phone: 320 235 • 0300 I fax: 320 231 • 1948 

website: www.willmarareachamber.com 
email: chamber@willmarareachamber.com 

The Willmar Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce is providing this letter of our support for the Willmar 
Rail Connector and Industrial Access application for the TIGER 2015 Funding. Knowing that this project 
will reduce the number of trains coming in from the NW/SW and out of the City to the SW/NW it will 
also reduce vehicle conflicts and noise, making the City safer and more livable. In addition, in the bigger 
picture it solves a key transportation inefficiency in the region's and nation's rail transportation system. 

The Willmar Lakes Area Chamber represents over 600 business and professional members throughout 
Kandiyohi County. As you may know, the Willmar Lakes Area is a regional center for many entities 
including hospitality businesses and attractions, health care, business and industry, agriculture, various 
forms of government and education. In addition to enhancing the quality of life in our area, we promote 
and advocate for the area wide business community, which in tum, contributes to the strong tax base in 
the Willmar Lakes Area as well as the State of Minnesota. 

We support the shared vision and mission of the five-party public-private collaborative partnership 
between the City of Willmar, Kandiyohi County, Kandiyohi County and City of Willmar Economic 
Development Commission, the Minnesota Department of Transportation and the BNSF Railway. We look 
forward to the Federal Government becoming the sixth collaborative partner associated with this 
important project. Together this will continue to drive economic development; allowing the region to 
become globally competitive, increase livability and safety as well as assisting us in retaining and 
attracting much needed economic development prospects now and in the future. The Chamber of 
Commerce offers a firm commitment of both time and program resources if necessary to ensure the 
success of this innovative proposal. 

If the Willmar Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate 
to contact us. We look forward to receiving the announcement that the TIGER Funding for this project 
has been approved. 

ard of Directors and membership, 

Ken Warner, President 
Willmar Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce 

Representing Business in Kandiyohi County 
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John Gohmann, President, Chairm~ 

14047 Petronella Drive, Suite 201 
Libertyville, IL 60048 

847-549-0486 * 847-549-0485 fax 
johngohmann@n:sn. com 

May 26, 201'5 

The Honorable Anthony F oxx 
Secretary, U.S. Department ofTransportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE . 
·washington, DC 20590 

RE: TIGER 2915 - Wil4nar Rail Connector and Industrial Acc~ss· Project 

Dear Secretary F oxx: 

-
This letter expresses our/my strong support for the Willmar Rail Connector and 
Industrial Access application for TIGER 2015 funding. The Willmar Rail Connector and 
Industrial Access Project addresses four significant transportation challenges in Willmar, 
MN: 1) insufficient transportation infrastructure for futute expected groWth, 2) 
community livability and safety, 3) environmental conservation, and 4) economic 
development. These challenges are important to our community and region. Becau~e of 
these challenges, a five-party public-private partnership was formed to address the 
concerns and develop a solution. This public-private partnership includes the City of 
Willmar, Kandiyohi County, Kandiyohi County and the City of Willmar Economic 
Development Commission, the Minnesota Department of Transportation, and BNSF 
Railway. 

The Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial .Access Project solves a key transportation 
inefficiency in the region's and nation' s rail transportation system. Currently, north- \ 
south rail traffic moving between the upper Midwest plains and the Gulf States has no 
direct connection on the BNSF system in Willmar. As a result, freight trains come into 
the downtown Willmar Rail Yard, changethe direction of the train and then pull back 

out, blocking crossings twice for every one train, or they are routed hundreds of miles out 
of town through the much more congested TWin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul. · 
Building this connector will reduce train and vehicular congestion in downtown Willmar 
caused by blocked crossings, allow for more efficient rail movements, as well as reduce 
train idling in the often congested Willmar Rail Yard. In addition, this project enables 
the conversion of a decommissioned airport into a rail-seived industrial park, .which will 
generate jobs and economic opportunity for the City of Willmar, Kandiyohi County, and 
southwestern Minnesota. 

' 

Efficient, competitive and caring rail service. Subsidiary- Commercial 
Trans1oad of Minnesota- transloading, trucking, warehousing. 
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As the economy -recovers, the congestion and conflicts in Willmar will only increase, and 
that's why the local project partners have already committed more than $118M over the 
last decade for infrastructure projects to proactively plan for new development to· the west 
of Willmar. In support of the President's Ladders of Opport't.mity initiative~ development 
locomotive power, and run around the train, place the power on the other end, and then 
proceed .. Each such procedure can take up to 90 minutes .. In addition to the crossing 
blockage at Wilmar twice by the same train, moving at slow speeds, this effectively 
reduces the capacity of the BNSF lines between Kansas City, Lincoln, Omaha and Sioux 
City to the mainline east west line at Wilmar .. And in turn, this requires more routing of 
trains between Kansas City' and points South and west via an already congested ' 
Galesburg, Ill classific{ltion yard and BNSF's mainline between Galesburg and the Twin 

· at the industrial park will help attract and retain skilled workers to the region. In addition 
to projects already completed, the partners have dedicated more than $30M in direct and 
in-kind contributions to construct the project and bring about positive and permanent 
change for the region, state, and national freight network. 

Our own railroad has been adversely impacted by capacity constraints related to the 
current poor connection at Wilmar .. Pres~ntly, through trains connecting from the BNSF 
Lincoln- Omaha- Sioux City Lines have to pull into this yard, then cut off their Cities. 
We have seen our customer cars delayed several days in high peak times as a result. 

In looking at the numerous benefits associated with this project, I strongly urge your' 
favorable consideration of the Willmar Rail Connector and Industrial Access Project 
application for the TIGER 2015 Discretionary Grant funding program. 

Sincerely, 

' ' 

'' 




