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The Twenty-Fifth Patriarch,
Venerable Basiasita
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A lecture by the Venerable Master Hua on September 11, 1981
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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Commentary:

Anxiety points to fear, to getting upset, and saying, “Oh! What should I do?”
There’s no need to be concerned. We who cultivate the Way must break through
everything. None of us should use emotion to create relationships with people. Do
not be motivated by selfishness when choosing friends. We should use our true mind.
We should not be emotional but should treat others with sincerity. There is strength in
unity. We should treat others better than we treat ourselves.

7 If we do

not harm others, they will not harm us. If we do not harm others, then even if someone

We should not harbor thoughts like, “Oh! Someone wants to harm me!

does harm us, we accept it, thinking that it’s probably a result of some karmic mistake
we made in the past. Whatever happens, we should not curse heaven and blame others.
We should not place the blame on anyone or anything external. We should accept
whatever comes to us.

We should not use the emotions of our sixth mind-consciousness in dealing with
matters. That mind is not true. Emotional reactions are generated from the mind-
consciousness, so that mind cannot be used when cultivating the Way. We must use the
true mind and refrain from fighting, from greed, from seeking, from selfishness, from
pursuing self-benefit, and from not telling the truth. We must start by getting rid of
these basic habits and that in itself will be a response.

But we must not think, “I want a response to happen,” and then after not getting
one for the first day or so of our practice, just give up and retreat, thinking, “Why don’t
I have any gong fu? Why haven’t I had any success at all?” Well, what kind of success

were you hoping for? Don’t just keep hoping for a speedy outcome.

Do not wish for speed,
for that can hinder you from getting there at all.



AR AR A T IR R R
B B TR RARIE - R LT 1 TR
JEBGEIE BN - Bl —REtigm 7 |
TREEA HTERCRE W 7 R SRR - AR
2 VIV - GORAIREE ¢ BN RIRER
AR e

FT AR FBIRAT 5 - B T oA
h RS BREIEIRRE ) o HURAEERSR - B
Bt ~ BN g Ry - BEZE - BETE
EEAGEE - ptEElE - A AMERS A
SR e IER AR > A ARIBE—RERE (A - 3R
EREZAEEME | FTARMTE RAYHEA
BAEEREARERAY MR - BOERGAT - Ry
(78 ? [N R URPIRRAVEE(ERTSC - wltiE— SR A
o RENES | AT LURMIATERRY - g s E
HET - MEPRAERZER > JRMTEE S
BHEMEM - A HEA—ERRIRE X - B2
EEARETHRIEST - IRLAETHREN A
RAELT !

IREE 2 HREY BRI 2R > S IREY RO
FHRA AT - A aEE - MMER A ERAVETER
D BEIEAIE AR - SRRy - I
g HREIARTER - A E - AR E
By EFIARE - WAL FEE A+ -
FEIE SfEA - A RS S AR L i - TR
Bk - BEEHEREC R | FRFIEBEEE R o B
s o FEERE T IRENEE > HEEE
T,

"TEHTEREREE WA O TEIE
% Al —tE s —7 0 —UT
—HE=BRAE T A RRELE A T B
DUE T =BR[EIRp Rk © 5 318k - &2 55l
iy

TEMEREER )  BEHZEE R
JEAATEZS S H 2 g B EAENK - HZ
TREFAIHY - H2—{E T AR A - ALl E
CEET > A—RZEHEZHIEF] - FrATE
BEE - IFEREYER - BIAER - A2
FIzsh ~ BOAME - SR —BE G IR - &,
TP EA =5 - EEEHEET > UAER

W AEE 16 H

Do not fixate on small gains,

Sfor that can keep you from achieving big things.

Monastic disciples at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas should:
Be clever in mastering the art of being an artless dolt.

Learning how to appear dull-witted, we discover a rare perception.

We must learn to be guileless; we should practice being dumb. We
must learn to take losses, to bear insult, to not look for bargains. That’s
what we should be learning. We should not give vent to our ghost-like
attention to minutiae or extend our shrewd tentacles in order to cheat
others or create relationships that are advantageous to us. We should not
have any of that here. That is why the monastics here are dumb. The more
dim-witted, the better. Why is that? Well, you are following an extremely
dumb teacher. So all you are able to learn is this method of being dumb.
Although this is the space age, we should still just go about doing things
honestly. Do not try out scientific methods in your practice. Just stay dumb
as you cultivate. Scientific methods are not applicable to cultivation.

We should take our time; find our true mind; develop a spirit of not
fearing suffering, difficulty, and the absence of money. We should go
against the stream of society and not like whatever people in the world
like. We should not be greedy for the mundane things that others want.
We should not wish for the mundane things that others wish for. We are
not here to become famous. We are not here to seek profit. We should not
try to be noticed. We should let all these things go. We should bury our
heads in hard work; we should unobtrusively plow and plant our fields.
We should not decide to go out and sell the fact that we are cultivators.

Within hundreds of thousands of samadhis, he roams at ease.
Although the samadhis are calculated as numbering in the hundreds of
thousands, still, we should remember that when you have penetrated one,
you thereby penetrate everything. When you have understood one, you
thereby understand everything. Likewise, when you become accomplished
in one samadhi, you thereby accomplish all samadhis simultaneously. He
roams at ease, very playfully.

His $arira piled a foot high, since he tallied with the true source.
Why did the Patriarch Basiasita leave so many $arira? It is because he was
not an ordinary person, he was truly special. He was truly extraordinary
and so he could burn his own body and leave behind a foot-high heap of
garira. In Buddhism, if we develop genuine skill, our work will not have
been in vain. It won’t work to lie and brag but in the end have no real
proof of anything at all. We must always take care not to lie. We must be
responsible in our practice and pay no attention to whether we have any
measure of success as we cultivate. Then when we practice to a point, we

may have some accomplishment. If we have not accomplished anything,

» Continued on page 16
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«(Continued from page 13

we just keep on cultivating. We must continue to cultivate life after
life. We must make the propagation of Buddhism our personal
responsibility.

It has been many days since I asked you what random thoughts you
were having. Today I will ask again. When I finished describing how the
child held out his hand and gave the pearl to Bhiksu Simha, someone
thought, “I wonder where that pearl is now.” Someone else thought, “I
wonder where that robe which was not burned by the fire is now. I'd
like to see it.” Does anyone admit to having those false thoughts?

Actually, what happened was not really strange, because Bhiksu
Simha is the one who gave the lad the pearl in the first place. That is
If he hadn’t given the lad the
pearl in the first place, how could Bhikshu Simha have known to ask for
it back? That’s why it happened like it did, right? The lad was holding

a pearl but it could be likened to a sword, since it was a wish-fulfilling

why he could say, “Give it back to me.”

pearl with endless transformations.

I will pay no attention to what thoughts you have. But I want
you to remember what I have said today. Do not use the emotions
of the mind-consciousness as you work at your practice. Do not use
the emotions of the mind-consciousness to study the Buddha-dharma.
Find your true mind and be honest and reliable in your study of

Buddhism. &





