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Chronological Periods

Periods Dates
Modern AD 1500 - present
Post Classic AD 1500 - AD 900
Late Classic AD 900 - AD 600

Early Classic

AD 600 - AD 200

Pre-Classic

900 BC - 200 AD

Formative/ Archaic

2000 BC - 900 BC




Classic Period Maya Sites
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Classic Period & Modern Maya Languages
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(approximate reconstruction of language distribution of the 16th century)
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Evolution of Mayan Languages
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After Campbell & Kaufman (1985:189 Uapanee

Mayan Linguistics: Where Are we Now, Annual Review of Anthropology)
Note that not all linguists/epigraphers agree with this reconstruction
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Evolution of Mayan Languages

Mayan

Lakandon

Yukatekan Yukatek
Mopan
Itz4j

Wastekan \Wastek
Common Chikomuseltek

Wasteko- Classic Ch’olti’ Ch’orti’

Ch’olan Ch’oltpaw Chontal
Ch’ol
Tzotzil
Tzeltalan <Tzeltal
Tojolab’al

Common Chuj
Q‘anjob’alan Q'anjob’al
Akatek
Common Jakaltek

Q’anjob’alan Motosintlekan Motosintlek

\Tusantek

Tektitek

Mamean Mam
Awakatek
Ixil

Common

Mamean- Kaqgchikel

K'iche’an TZ utujil
K'iche’
Sakapultek

K'iche’an Sipakapa

Pogomam
Pogomchi’
Q’eqchi
Uspantek

from Robertson 1992:fig. I.I; Houston et al. 2000:Fig. 1
Not all linguists/epigraphers agree with this reconstruction either



Reading Order

Text - Palenque, Tablet of the 96 Glyphs

Glyph Block

Superfix
- | Main | ©
- a (@]
c | Sign | &
& infix X
Subfix




Phonetic Syllables 1
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Phonetic Syllables 2
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Phonetic Syllables 3




Phonetic Syllables 4
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Phonetic Syllables 5

) 1

@9

BOD

QU <y

55 2| (@ 9z o

G ) o
A M Z)

11



12



Numbers

1 . &> 11
JUUN It BULUCH
2 12
CHA'’ CHALAJUUN
|
3 13 I
'UX 'UXLAJUUN
4 14 1
CHAN CHANLAJUUN
5 15
HO' HOLAJUUN

16
WAK WAKLAJUUN

~
E@quaqmqwr——ﬁmooooﬁo

17
HUK HUKLAJUUN %
8 18
WAXAK WAXAKLAJUUN E
9 19
BOLON BOLONLAJUUN
10 20/0
LAJUUN MIH /

JUUN K'AL

JUUN K'AL
(after Kaufman and Norman 1984:137-138)
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Dates - Sacred Almanac of 260 days

Yukatek
Classic Mayan
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Dates - Solar Calendar of 365 days

Yukatek
Classic Mayan
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YAX

Yaxsihoom &

SAK
Saksihoom

KEH

Chaks:hoom z

MAK aﬂ m&
Mak Q@g

K'ANK'IN
Uniw or
K'ank'in

MUAN
Muwaan

K'AYAB
K'anasiiy

KUMK'U
Hulohl? /
Ohl?

WAYEB

Waayhaab? /

Kolajaw




Dates - Long Count
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Lords of the Night

Dates - Supplementary Series
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Dates - Lunar Series

Glyphs E&D
Number of days since
last New Moon
(29-1/2 day period)

Glyph C -'U# K'AL
position of moon within a
cycle of 6 lunations

‘uKAjaguar K'AL KA IXKA OX-eye K'AL OX-skull K'AL
his/its 2 ? binding 2 ? binding 3 ? binding 3 ? binding

Glyph X
accompanies Glyph C -
names the lunar month

Glyph B glypr Ath

' ' ’ oon Leng

‘u K'ABA (29 or 30 days)
its name
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Correlation of Maya & Christian Dates

8.14.0.0.0 7 Ajaw 3 Xul 1-Sep AD. 317
8.14.10.0.0 6 Ajaw 13 Sip 11-Jul AD. 327
8.15.0.0.0 5 Ajaw 3 Pop 19-May A.D. 337
8.15.10.0.0 4 Ajaw 18 Pax 28-Mar A.D. 347
8.16.0.0.0 3 Ajaw 8 K'ank'in 3-Feb AD. 357
8.16.10.0.0 2 Ajaw 18 Sak 13-Dec A.D. 366
8.17.0.0.0 1 Ajaw 8 Ch'en 21-Oct A.D. 376
8.17.10.0.0 13 Ajaw 18 Xul 30-Aug A.D. 386
8.18.0.0.0 12 Ajaw 8 Sotz' 8-Jul A.D. 396
8.18.10.0.0 11 Ajaw 18 Pop 17-May A.D. 406
8.19.0.0.0 10 Ajaw 13 Kayab 25-Mar A.D. 416
8.19.10.0.0 9 Ajaw 3 Muwan 1-Feb A.D. 426
9.0.0.0.0 8 Ajaw 13 Kej 11-Dec A.D. 435
9.0.10.0.0 7 Ajaw 3 Yax 19-Oct AD. 445
9.1.0.0.0 6 Ajaw 13 Yaxk'in 28-Aug A.D. 455
9.1.10.0.0 5 Ajaw 3 Sek 6-Jul A.D. 465
9.2.0.00 4 Ajaw 13 Wo 15-May A.D. 475
9.2.10.0.0 3 Ajaw 8 K'umk'u 23-Mar A.D. 485
9.3.0.0.0 2 Ajaw 18 Muwan 30-Jan A.D. 485
9.3.10.0.0 1 Ajaw 8 Mak 9-Dec AD. 504
9.4.0.0.0 13 Ajaw 18 Yax 18-Oct A.D. 514
9.4.10.0.0 12 Ajaw 8 Mol 26-Aug A.D. 524
9.5.0.0.0 11 Ajaw 18 Sek 5-Jul A.D. 534
9.5.10.0.0 10 Ajaw 8 Sip 13-May A.D. 544
9.6.0.0.0 9 Ajaw 3 Wayeb' 22-Mar A.D. 554
9.6.10.0.0 8 Ajaw 13 Pax 29-Jan AD. 564
9.7.0.0.0 7 Ajaw 3 K'ank'in 7-Dec AD. 573
9.7.10.0.0 6 Ajaw 13 Sak 16-Oct A.D. 583
9.8.0.0.0 5 Ajaw 3 Ch'en 24-Aug A.D. 593
9.8.10.0.0 4 Ajaw 13 Xul 4-Jul AD. 603
9.9.0.0.0 3 Ajaw 3 Sotz' 12-May A.D. 613
9.9.10.0.0 2 Ajaw 13 Pop 21-Mar A.D. 623
9.10.0.0.0 1 Ajaw 8 K'ayab' 27-Jan AD. B33
9.10.10.0.0 13 Ajaw 18 K'ank'in 6-Dec A.D. 642
9.11.0.0.0 12 Ajaw 8 Kej 14-Oct AD. 652
9.11.10.0.0 11 Ajaw 18 Ch'en 23-Aug A.D. 662
9.12.0.0.0 10 Ajaw 8 Yaxk'in 1-Jul AD. 672
9.12.10.00 9 Ajaw 13 Sip 10-May A.D. 682
9.13.0.0.0 8 Ajaw 8 Wo 18-Mar A.D. 692
9.13.10.0.0 7 Ajaw 3 Kumk'u 26-Jan AD. 702
9.14.0.0.0 6 Ajaw 13 Muwan 5-Dec AD. 711
9.14.10.0.0 5 Ajaw 3 Mak 13-Oct AD. 721
9.15.0.0.0 4 Ajaw 13 Yax 22-Aug AD. 731
9.15.10.0.0 3 Ajaw 3 Mol 30-Jun AD. 741
9.16.0.0.0 2 Ajaw 13 Sek 9-May A.D. 751
9.16.10.0.0 1 Ajaw 3 Sip 17-Mar A.D. 761
9.17.0.0.0 13 Ajaw 18 K'umk'u 24-Jan AD. 771
9.17.10.0.0 12 Ajaw 8 Pax 2-Dec A.D. 780
9.18.0.00 11 Ajaw 18 Mak 11-Oct AD. 790
9.18.10.0.0 10 Ajaw 8 Sak 19-Aug A.D. 800
9.19.0.0.0 9 Ajaw 18 Mol 28-Jun A.D. 810
9.19.10.0.0 8 Ajaw 8 Xul 6-May A.D. 820
10.0.0.0.0 7 Ajaw 18 Sip 15-Mar A.D. 830
10.0.0.10.0 6 Ajaw 8 Pop 22-Jan A.D. 840
10.1.1.0.0.0 5 Ajaw 3 K'ayab' 30-Nov AD. 849
10.1.10.0.0 4 Ajaw 13 K'ank'in 9-Oct AD. 859
10.2.0.0.0 3 Ajaw 8 Kej 17-Aug A.D. 869
10.2.10.0.0 2 Ajaw 13 Ch'en 26-Jun A.D. 879
10.3.0.0.0 1 Ajaw 3 Yaxk'in 4-May A.D. 889
10.3.10.0.0 13 Ajaw 13 Sotz' 13-Mar A.D. 899
10.4.0.0.0 12 Ajaw 3 Wo 20-Jan A.D. 909
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