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FORE}JORD

Sonre tine aqol Terry lralJ.er declared an Lnterest ln Rasboras. Thlee
vears aoo he 

-declded- 
to qather toqether all the infornation he

iossess;d on these fishes f6llot,lrE his researches lnto various bookst
maoazines and papers on the srbject of Rasboras. He fotrd that he !'as
abie to describ! ione forty species and sub-specles. It uas t}ten he
form,.rlated the idea of ofierlnq this informatlon to the Federatlon to
form the basis of a booklet on Rasboras.

The oroductlon of 8nv F.B.A.S. bookl€t is undoubtedly a tlne consuninq
exerclse. Terrv. ln ionnpn rrrtth most of us found he !,as mt able to
proa.rce to hi! satisfactton the drauings' that a !,ork of-this nature
!o-"f""tfi-n"rJ"d. lhe Judges & Standirils . cqmtttee !,ith. Telryrs
iooiou"l 

' 

"ooro"ched 
CvrII- Broun to see lf he uould do the drauings'

;1,'-a i -^---i +^ +.r,- 6h th. i.Glz ^f nr.6.i xli nn thc line dtauinos forcviit aoreeb to take on'the task of producing the line drauinqs
Tirryrs- descrlptims. Hot,cver uhilst drauing these flshes 8nd. delTerry
inio' infor*tioit concernirg the genus to- elrsurer - both- that hlg
drar,rlnqs uere accurate and [o verify Terryrs descriptlons' Cylil fotrtddralrlnas uere accurate and to verify rerry's descrlpElonsr Lylu rounq
i rur[trer flfteen species and sr$-specles. tdhen he had cqpleted the
J""rino" ior iTerrvrst descrlptiqrs, he then udertook the task ofor"rinoi-iot iT;;ivtsl descrlptiqrs, he then trdertook the task of
pira*i.q Jiatringi' ano desctlbtlons'of the-Rasboras that he.had turned
G. rtr" "*tr"foie no'r have a booklet of slxtyfour descriptims and
d'rarrrinos of Rasboras divlded into tto supplenEntsr but able to be
cdbi#d into a sirEle booklet. Book No: 16. THE RASBoRAs.

flshes and delvlng

Peter Cottle.
Chairman

J & 5 C m m i t t e e 1 9 8 4 .

The identification of many Rasboras has lonq been the subject of m.Eh
ai"ruiiion and friendly ariurc"t. The net result of this booklet ls
ah;a-;iafua dot bt lt ltroria uecone the standard uork for settring all

",iit 
Oitp"t"". But not only that' lt rrrill prove a.boon to aII

aquarists interested ln Rasboris, not only Judqes and exhibitors h-tt
;i;- ah. aquarist tho just r,risnes td urlden his krnuledg€ of an
extrenely interesting gror.p of fisfEs.

In thls aoe of $pdern tectnoloqy r tts may be of interest to note that
ihl" is 

-ti" 
first ln the 

-iarqe 
of Federation National Guides &

Tectnical Information booklets to be produced by our u,ord- Processor'
Ule believe that the type face, (u,e have retalned our usual layqlt, rs

aiceptable. It certainiy nakes the storaqe and retrieval of the
infornation far easie!.

th behalf of us all I thsr* sylvi8 Bro|,tr for prodwirq the fish nsne
rt""oi"qi' Teiry trJaller for the 6rl9lnal thought and for- gettlng the
b;.k- ;ii itte' qro,nd uith hls inltial uoik and description:' cyEll
ai-ln ioi hi; dr;;inqs and all the exttas' Bob Esson for puttirq -the
uDrds intg the cffputerr setting out and asselbling tlle nasters' Ints
uooLiet npre than adeqJatley fills a need. Gain pleasure frcn your
labour 

'rrell 
done .

-tr-
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INTRODUCTION

Rasbora heterqnorpha, the Harlequin is a dainty Little jeuel u/hen seen
srrrinminq in a shoal of tEnty or lprer ln a rrell planted aquarlur In a
hofl|e o; the dlsplay tar{< in a dealers shop. It suims serer€ly never
hurrled, alu,ays peiceiul. The subtle greens of the foliage - belnq
perfectiy coinplinrenteo by thB strlking red and black colouration of
these fiehes.

Itlany are the Aquarists uho have been lnlroduced to the hobby by this
sirEle sgecie and millions of Rasbora heter$Erpha rust have passed
thr5uqh dbalers tanks ln the last forty yeals oa so. Rasbora have be€n
populir for decades being one of the first troPlcal fish to make an
irpression on the hobby' their popularlty does not appear to be
dlminishing.

As yet the Rasboras appear to have confornded all the ldestern |torldrs
aq.nrlstss uith only a mlnority of aqtarlsts havinq achieved the
distinction of breeding ther0. For this reason viltually all stEks
available are i|IEoltAd from the Far Eastern Fish Farms, or are ulld
caught specirens ti-rning up tlth other flshes as oddrEnts ln dealers
snops.

Itlv interest beqan a feu veals aqo dren sittinq in a friends lorrtge
sieLlbound uith €he sight of'slxty or so Harleqrins stroalirg alorB the
lingth of a t!,! retlB iquarlun heavily planted u,lth Cryptocorynes. -It
Uas- through this interlude that I decided to find out nole about the
aerus but rnforttnatley u,as ssteuhat frustrated by the lack of
ivailable information. hence thie booktet lhich I hope ulll stlruIate
your interest giving you an introd-Etion lnto thls fascinatlrE'
beautlful and challenginq famlly of fishes.

In this booklet I have atterpted to resolve sqne of the confuslon that
surlounds the gerus, only uslrq lnforrnation available to [E. that uas
in mv ooinion 

-reliable.' 
doLbtful inforflEtion has been omllted. I have

"tso 
itti:npted to exolain and use Dt. Brlttanrs sclentlflc cqrplex '

for it shoirrs species that are so closely llrt<ed that one uonders if ln
fact they realiy are true specles' or Just races of an arEestral fom.
1984 Terry [Jaller'

Bibliography.

FRESHIdATER FISHES F T}E IIFCD
Dr.Cuther Sterba.

RAsBORA.
Dr. tlartin. Erittan.

-iv-



RASBORAS

lhe uord rasbora is a natlve name !,ithout accurate translation' uhile
the sgeclfic name usually refers to the area the fish tas originally
coue;ted or to the coilector. Rasboras are fi|enbers of an old family
of flshes call.ed cyprlnidae utrich fall in the order ostariophyci.
lrithin the fish tlre scale they are fairly old' appearing during the
Pleistocene, Just as the !,orld uas emerging from the great ice aqe.

lrhen the continents of the uorld uere joined toqether forminq the
super contlnent, Gonuanaland' there lived flshes that uere the
ancestors of the fishes ue are familiar rrrlth today' In the land mass
that !,as to becqne Afrlca there !,as a group of fishes that uould
eventually evolve into the present day African Barbs. lhis Land mass
seated on qreat plates spllt up and began to riove as the earths cole
cooled and shrank, Gom,analard broke up into the continents ue knoui
today. Thls contlnental drlft is stlll in ptoqtess.

The area ue knou as India uas then part of the east coast of Africa.
i i u.&e 

"r"v, 
drlfted North' taking lorne of the €arly rAfrican' barbs

u,ith it, eventually coll idlnQ uith Southern Asla' forminq the
Hlnralavan I'lentains. over milllons of years one of these fishes
evolvei into the ancestral Rasbora. -this flsh uas eventually coll 'ected
bv Hamllton-Buchanon in 1822 and named Rasbora rasbora and ftom this
siecie many of todays Fasboras have evolved.

Touards the end of the Pleistocene it is believed the uorld underuent
a polar shift and rpved a feu degrees on lts axis. This brouqht about
the great ice age and stlm.llated the jttnp in evolutionary process that
u,as to affect aU living cleatures. The oceans subsided' vast tracts
of land appeared Lhat had been ocean beds' neu vast -rivers appeared'
one the breater Stnda River had lts origins in India floued into the
Pacific and uas fed fron tributaries that had thelr origins from the
areas that !,ere to becone the malayan PenLnsula and the Islands of the
East Indles.

Rasbora rasbora made its uay along this great rlver and lnto its many
tribularles over a vast area so that uhen the uolld emerged from the
oreat ice aqe the meltim lce caused the seas to rise again' floodinq
[he old sea 5eds, many fllhes trere cut off by the sa]t uater in
seoarate river svsteflE and locations. HolreveE the fi.sh continued to
evblve but nou beciuse of lhelr isolation each group developed in its
olln uay. Even today it is stiu thouqht by many that South Easl Asia
ls one of the llost evolutionary active parts of the lJorld.

So todav the borf,daries of the Rasbora fishes are set and r,rould
appear 

'qeoqraphically 
impossible to alter. Tlley are found from the

trl ist coait 6f india, is far East as the Phil l ipines, and frqn the
foothills of the HinElayas in the t'lorth to Borneo and Sumatra in the
south.



But by far the greatest concentration of Rasboras ate found in the
i".u i if"nJ. that f6rm the East Indies, u,ithin these islands they

i"r,luit--oi""i ; iv;is, s'nau streams, lakesr ponds and-even roadside
;ia;h;;. i; oeneral as is to be expected the larqer species are found
i;"I;;;"; ;"t-"i of r,Later, the snarler in ponds and ditches' this
;;in; ; ' ;urely practical evolutionary plocess.. The uater. inhabited by
it '" ir" ru"i i- '  i !- Jiuii tv acia becaus6 bf the high ralnfall the area is

suUject to at various times, in particular the I'lonsoon Season'

The rain fi l ters through the rotting junqle vegetation replenishing
il; ;r;;."-;a;; as i r6surt the aci6itt could be as hlsn.as s's pll' It
i"- tt 

-ioni"nllon 
that this suclclen change in r'rater condltions coupled

,itn ii'"-"li"ti"nyin9 viorent thunder itorms i's ttre trigger that

induces spauning.

Sinqle species of Rasbora can vary considerably ln slze, shape and in

"r.i i .rt "i 
. 
- i"Lur. 

due Lo the ecoioqy and the tood avallable' as uell

;;^;i l ;;; i ' ; ;-;no'riuituatio"s in PH' arl have thelt effect' 5o a

;;riilil-;;;-l"v'-i-i".i in singapore, mav differ considerablv from
.-r.rJi"tlo.-"r iiiinquint ttrat infiabit i river ln Sunatrar ln habitsr
coiour oattern and shape.

Ident i f i ca t ionofmanyRasboras isnoteasy .espec ia l l y t l t renappra is lng
il;i-ffi;;;;; ip'"i#n". cerLainlv identiiication should not be based

J.""it"i-.i"i-"pp"!ia.tc. alone, in i' ttt-u"t of -InstarEes a -positlve
ii.iiiii'Jliti'--;;--;it 6"- ."0" bv carrvine otrt a. bior'oeical
;;i;;;i;;:-it ii irouabie that the uhole serus ian be broken doun

into three or four ancestral types'

True Rasboras are [EsLly s]im and elongatedt strong' fast suitmprs '

irti-rorih-ii-i"t a! an oblique angle and has a small-hard llnp on-. the

i"r"i"i io,-tnii i i  c"[ea the svnfhyseal knob' l ' l thin-the ft 'uth there

iil'^tiiEl ;;;; ;i ilil;e;"i ii,uLt', t'hich are.$'arl u'ith mlnute hooks
on their tips. t'lost specres iiiiy' rrorizontal lines or strips. of
;;.i;;i; 

-iii""titv, 
ihls normaliv takes. ttE form of a black or

;i;;;;;y iiiipi-irllt ioiio',rs tt'e r;teral llne' coTrEnces elther at
the snout, operculum o, . lot"y itonq the.flank usually te-rminating at

il 
";;;i'p;h.;Ie, 

the stripe mav ioretines be edqed t'rlth red or

gold.

t4ost vounq Rasboras carry a pre-caudal spot or blotch' ard as the

Hii 
"lii!iri"il-ir'i. 

i"v [,e oulcureo bv the laterar. strlpe' A n.''ber

;;";#;;; iitpiiv 
-i-i 

i."' 
"r 

-bloich 
on the bodv at. .the base of the

;;"t'-ain: ir' is is tnoun as supra-anal pi$Ent' thls.seems to varv at

irii*".i'ti'i,"i-oi- th" y"".. iolio ttti" h5ve a sexual connection?'

;;i;;" ;.;J 
-t; 

u" i"ie;, in piopoition to.the-size of the rish and r.av

i!"iio"o 
""iir' -pi 

gflrentaiion 6i;'tt, ; reticulated appearance' drlch

Ji.i"l- 
- 
i"- i.tbtiitv u"t*""'lpili"t' niioot" flnnage is rnspectacular

Jll^iii.rJl iiiiv .ri6niiv in snipe a.'o length'.Flns are nnstlv crear or
ii"t"o p"f" yeilor,, 6r oianqe but ttere are notable excepttons'

-v1-



Unlike most other Cyprlnoid fishes Rasboras, !'ith -the- exception.. of

;;#;;; i;*; thi"t 'his 
" 

trnv-p"ir, carrv no barbels' As.a senus thev

;;^-J;;li"s- iitt"i- ot'tttt' ipcqte neivous uhen kept as single

soecimens,thei tend to be jtnrpers and for this reason-.suffer damage

;ffff i ' ; i ;:;;;;.d noitn urricr' nav result in the fish contractinq

fiputh fungus.

Rasboras do r|ot req.llre a hiqh tenperature' being happicsL at around

?6;ii)F",-t r iiri-iorti"t" "'["np"iiiut" 
ai ro' 5s .65"r/1Boc' and- as

fi";' ;;"-;"il-";itu" 
- 
[t'" t"t"t inoi-'ra u" urell aerated' it tould also

i""'u"irrii i i i-ioi' ** ritrt lf the r'rater is acidic. and peatv' Great

i!r"--,.iiil-"rt"ys be taken t'hen Introducing fishes .into a neu

iirit"'riii.t 
-;;-';"y -viorent 

iiilnqe in their 
"'ater. conditions could

il;ili;;i. irt" q"*" ai a r.'ttoie d6 not take kindlv to frequent uater

changes preferrirq sqed to nau lltatel'

Feedinq meflbdrs of the genus presents no problens as they uiII accept

dbst drv foods that 
"r" 

o""t"i-io ihem, but one should reinenber that

iHi. ;;i";;i-;;J-i" in"""t riie,-ana ihi: :!9y19 9:--igq:9^-:lshould be included in
rnerr tra..urdr -iilit-lo't-'nitv 

fishes' eveo the largest
their dlet' Rasboras are -.-r F,- r,t1on tn ensure thatcale mjst be taken to ensure
soecies are Peaceful r houEver
jiii-Ii""-r't"n"s 9e[ thelr share of the food'

Lonaevity i.s not unknom atror|gst Rasboras rrrith some-species livinq for
".i;*;;-'#" iears, but one drauback ls that the fin structure seens

to deteriorate after about threB years'

-vtl-



THE COHPLEX GROIJPING OF RASBORAS

For ease of understanding, recognitlon and varLous sclentific reasms'
0r. lhrtin Brittan has felt obllqed to place the Rasboras into glotps
or rcorplexesr. Ttre fishes ulthin each cqrplex are closely telated and
Liri<ed bvolutionllyr each of these corPlexes havlng evolved ln its ofi
uay. The species uithin each colplex has outuardly retalned sqtE
slirilarity uith its oear relation' but tt t ould takg a very close
exanlnati6n and dlssection of the specles to flnd the trus reason rf|y
Dr. Brittan has qrotiped certsin fish !,ith others ulthln a cqlplex.

The eight cdrplexes devised by 0r. Brittan aret-

There are a feu, soecies that Dr. Brlttan has rpt llr*ed ulth any of
the cqrplexes llsted above. Sclentiflcally thelr llneaqe and
relationship to other Rasbora qlecles are soflEtdtEt obscure. AlEng
these soecies atet-

(1) Argyrrotaena.

(2) Caudlmaculata.

(3) Oaniconius.

(4) Einthovenil.

(a) Rasbora heterqmrpha.

(b) Rasbora kallach[qna.

(5) Laterlstrlata.

(6) PalElperforata.

(?) Srnatra-Eleqans.

(8) lr lfasctata.

(c) Rasbora nEculata.

(d) Rasbora retlculata.

There are also tuo $$-specles of Rasbors uhlch sarry many of the
scientific characteristLcs of the qerus, trE' Rasbora vaterflorls i3
located In srt+arka at the extterE edqe of the Raebora rarqe. lhe
ancestory of this fish is tnknor,n and lt has been placed in the
sub-ordei, flasboroides. The other ls Rasbora elarqa the only ficrtbar of
the qerus'to possess barbelsl so typical of the CyprIrEId flshes. This
specie Dr Brittan places ln the stb-order llegarasbora.

-vlII-



P@u!.ar name!

Habltatr

Characterlsticsl

Remarks 3

Rasbora agilis ( Rendahl)

Sunatla.

Bodv bror,,nish/olivel darker touards the dorsal

;;a"r;:-;i1;;;t-'n1[" on the beuv' A brack stripe
;il#il.T;;i"ilJi- to the root of the caudal'
tni! 

' 
!Iirili-*'"iq"d ;uou" rrrith reddish eold' Fins

;fi;"i-;iih 
-paie- 

vetlor,r, dorsar fin tarl and
poiit"d, t"at margin concave. Pectotals and pelvics

bointed' rear mirqln of pelvl'cs concave' Anal

Sii"iii p"i.i!a' ieii margin concave' caudar deeplv
forked and Pointed.

Confusion exists as to !,hether this is a valid

soecie or nerely a race of Rasbora taeniata'
Eii[t"n i"no" to iuqqest that both the-sPecies are

ii i i i ." 
-F"ii-"IIv--uith 

Iimited information to

;;;i; .".-i ieet ionvinced that Rasbora aqilis is
e race of Rasbora taeniata.

FBAS FISII GUIOE.



Rasbora aprotaeuia (Hubbs & Brittan)

Popular nanE:

Habitat:

Characteristicst

Renarks t

Java.

Bodv brournish. paler touards tlE anal contour' a

r.Ilr."i-- iiiii" 
' 

"o,tt"t "s 
belou' the dorsar

tEii.iii"qli-ihe cir:oii r,rlth a spot or uideninq of
the strioe at the anterlor end jolning an ovar
blotch' slpra-anal plgment present formlnq a- rotf,l{t

"i--."it-ib"t. 
Fins ciear. 

-Eaudal 
mderatly forked'-

Iobes rouhded or broadly pointed' do[sar ang
gelvica broadly polnted rear nargins cgnvext anar
'oointed 

rear marqln corEaver pectorals rot.r|o'

In nanv rBspects an IntermEdlate betuJeen RasboEa
;i;;' ;,td Rasbora laterlstrlata. The blotchs on
ittr-uoov 

"rt 
sinllar to Rasbora eleqans but less

orominata. and t}|e head 19 lBss Polnted tnan
hasbora laterlstriata.

FBA5 FIS}I BJIDE. J2



Popula! natEt

Habltat:

Characterlstlcsr

Remarkst

sllver Rasbota.

Ball '  Borneo' China, Japanl Java' f l lalaka' malaya
and lhalland.

Body brilllant silver becominq darker touards-the
dorlal contourl a horlzontal gold line runs flom
[tr! ooerculun- to the c8ud,I peduncle, this line
edoed i,,Ith black belot continiues faintly to the
i.ir oi tt" caudal. Fins clear or slightly dusky.
Caudal deeply forked ttith pointed- Iobes, rear
maroln edoed utlth blackr base dusky. uorsal oroaory
polited, 

-rear 
margln convex. AnaI Rointed' tear

inargin ioncave. Pectorals and Pelvics pointEd.

Thls sDecie ls closely related to Raboras nyersi'
;;a dusonensls. lhere are also a nurnber of
sub-soecles ufiich are probably local races or
varleiies. Rasbora argyataenla everitt i '  uould
aDoear to be a race from-the Phil ippines. Rasbora
vliUantl. comes fron 9orneol being identified qy
its sliqhtly extended flnnagel tthile Rasbora
borneensis. is yet another race.

Rasbora argyrataenia (Bleeker)

1 t FBAs FISH GUIDE.



Rnsbora axelrodi (Axelrod)

Popular nane:

Habitat.

Characteristics:

Remarkst

Axelrods Rasbora.

ttlalayasia. '

Body mettalic arey/green above the centre llne'
mti.alic rosy- rid- belot' a dark gleen Iine runs
fron above the eye to the caudal peduricle. Anar
scarlet. dorsal clea! uith red baser othBr trns
clear. llo apparant lateral line.

A ne!, Ilttle knoun speclel soall and colourfull
rittr a fairly deep body. This specie poses the
ouestlon as to- tlhethbr this ls a true Rasbora or an
obscure sub-gerug.

FBAS FISH 6UIOE. J4



Popular namet

Habitatr

characte!lstlcat

Fenarks:

Rasbora from Bali.

BalI.

Bodv lloht bro!,n darker touards the dorsal contour'
i iark- lateral strlpe ruals from the operculum to
the base of the caudal. beconlng darker touatds the
caudal oeduncle. Fins clear, tip of dorsal and
mroln bf caudal have a sllqht qreyish colouration.
Anai has quite a distinguishing black sPot. caudal
and pectorals polnted; dorsal rounded' anal and
pelvics broadly Fointed.

A small specie, tf,|lch is sometifiEs confused ulth
Rasbora barkanensis.

Rasbora baliensis (Hubbs & Brittan)
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Rasbora bankanensis (Bleeker)

Popular na[€3

Habitatl

Characteristlcs3

flemarkst

fqalay & Stmatra.

Body brot,lr becominq lighter touards the anal
.oni.u". n aark literal sttipe runs fr r. the
oDerculun to the caudal pedunclg' thls. stllpe
uLcomes darkest tor,ards the rear. The Sunatra lace
n"i u r,,e"ter lateral stripe and a pronounced -blacl
tlD to the anal fln. AII fins broadly pohted '
iairAat aeepfy forkedr dorsal and pelvics convex'
anal concave.

A smalllsh fairly deep bbdled specie. SooetirEs
confused utth Rasbora ballensis. Rasbora
6"n[inEn"i"-ii closely related to Rasbora rutteni'
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Popular name!

Habitatr

Characteristlcat

RsmEkst

Southern Borneo.

godv dark brounlsh paler touards the anal contour'
n--i"ii- r"ier"f stiipe runs fron the snout throuqh
!n" ii" to the caudall being narrouist on the head
ina iauaal. this siripe -dqed above uith a light
Ei.o.-Sot" ienbers of tnL speiies have the tips of
the anal and pelvlcs backish. Caudal deeply forked
r,riitr ooinleo 

'lobesr 
dorsal' anal pelvics ald

pectorils polnted, dorsal and anal rear marqin
concave, pelvl.cs stralght.

Rasbora beaufortl is probably a member of the
pauclperforata grouPr belng closest to the Rasoras

lauciierforata, taeniata and borapetensis.

Rasbora beauforti (Hardenberg)
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Rasbora borapetensis (H. Smitlr)

Popular nameS

Habltat:

Characteristics:

Remarkst

Red-tailed Rasbora.

Bung BoDapet'Thailand.

The back has a green sheen lihlch becomes sllver
i 

""oiit" 
anal coitour. A broad black line runs

iiii- 
-itt" --op.i"ulur 

to the caudal pednclet above

iiij riii" ii"--i epta stEipe. caudal pedricre
iljair"t.- tnri- coroir extending into the caudal'
other fins clear. Caudal -pointed lobes', oorsar
broadlv oolnted. rear margln ioalvex. Pectorals ano
pelvic; pbinted their marglns convex.

A fish utth limtted distrlbutlon beinq fourd only
in a sinqle lakB and a feu nearby streams. t(asDora
palustris-comes from the sane location as fiasEofa
6;;;;;6"i;' but ths structure and scale counts
oiiiEi.- ni"uot"" beaufortir pauciperforata and
taeniata are closely related.
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Rasbora brtttant (Axelrod)

Popula! naflrer

Habitat:

Characterlstica !

fulttans Rasbore.

flal.ysia.

Body colour silver-grey darker touarde tlte the
dorsal contoE. a dark r|.rrs frqn the snout to the
eyBr then flqn th8 op€Ecultm to the caudal
pedrcle. posterior to the operculun the llne
dlvldes and contlnuBs as a ssries of marks on the
edges of the sca16s, tEfinlnating ln a black blotch
superl'|posed on a red caudal pedrElB, above nns a
faint gold ]'lr€ fadir€ ahEy benBath the dorssl.
Fins clBa!. dorsal, caudal and anal uith firp black
anterlss marglffi, dolsal ulth falnt red marklngE on
th3 base of rurst and second !ays. Caudal
mderately forkad rrrlth rolnded lob8, dorsel and
anal rear naigLrts coaEave.

A spacies, abort uhlch infonmtlon ls stlll scarce.

J

Rsmrks:

Sttou Classt

$
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Popular nanEt

Habitat:

Characteristlcs:

Remalks t

Shou Classr

Rasbora bronsit (Kattagen)

Thailand.

Eody light brounlsh, uith a nErrorrr dark lateral
stripe, cofln€neing behtnd thB opelculum ternlnatlng
at thB saudal pedurEle. a further @ld line borders
the adg€s of the strtp dorsally, fins pale yello!,,
dorsal and anal uith black tlps, caudal npderately
fgrked uith rounded lobes, dorsal, anal and pelvLcs
slightly rounded, dorsal convBx, anal and pelvLcs
concave.

Rasbola bronsii 1s closely lelated to both Rasbora
chsroni and- Rasbora- $mtrana, and may be a varLety
or sub-species of EittEr specles.

J
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Popular na|lEs

Habitatr

Characterlstlcss

Renarkst

Rasbora butrguranetrsis ( Brittan)

Island of Bunqaron.

Body bro!,nish, shadlng yelloui/broun to!.rards the
anal contour !,ith and overall silver sheen, a black
blotch is present on the flank belo!, the insertlon
of the dorsal, a second blotch is present on the
caudal peduncle, a dark lateral strlpe jions the
tuo blotches, supra-anal pigment present in the
form of a round or oval blotch. Fins dusky uith
black markings on the tip of anal, front edge of
dorsal and rear margin of caudal. Caudal deeply
forked lobes pointed, dorsal, anal, pelvics and
pectorals pointed, dorsal and pelvics convex, anal
concave.

This specie is probably a Rasbora elegans, but
differs by being paler in colour, having a black
Line jioning the body blotches, a black marqin to
both dorsal and anal and a bLotch as suora-anal
pigment.
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Rasbora caudinraculata (Volz)

Popular name;

Habitati

characteristicsi

Remarkst

Greater Sclssortail.

lYlalaya ' Stmatra.

Body silver tinged uith greylsh green' A falnt llna

"*[i:nos 
frorn tie operculum to t6e caudal peduncle'

Eli!'jiiiit- ti"s;d Liln or"ns", rhich varies in
i.ri"nsitv befr,reen populatlons' lhe caudal ls

i"jaiurt-irtrngu uith inieirse black tios' the extrqm
iip"--t"V viry betrrreen Indlviduals from black

fi;;tqh-' grey' to. uhite.. .The supra-anal . streak

o"es.it b,lt faint. caudal deeply forked .Iobes
Soin[uJ. aot"ur, anar and pelvics broadly pointed'
H.""i-'"no-- i"riic rear marglns convex' anal

concave.

llnusually for the gerus thls.specle.has no visable
oie-cauait spot. Raibora caudimaculata u/as at one
[ilr-;;;r;Ed-'r'i[h Rasboras trttineata. possiblv

because younq specimens do not look llke lnerr
D6r€flE5r
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Popular narEr

Habitatr

Characterlstlcss

Ramarkst

Rlver cavery' Southern India.

Body pale broun darker tolrards the dorsal contour,
a narrou black striDe extends froo the operculun to
the caudal pedrrEle, present on the operculum as a
pale bar. lhere is a sllqht reticulated pattern to
the body caused by the darker edging to the scales.
AII fins clearr but tlnged urith yellou. Caudal
deeply forked lobes broadly polntedr dorsal' anal
and pelvics broadly pointed, dorsal and pelvlc rear
margins convex, anal concave or straight' pectorals
either pointed or rounded.

Rasbora caverii is very similar to its close
relative Rasboras danlconius but it differs fron
Rasbora daniconius by its scale pattelns and
counf,s.

Rasbora caverii (Jerdon)

J l 1 FBflg FI5H CUIDE.



Rasbora cephnlataenia (Bleeker)

Popular nanei

Habitat!

Characteristics t

Remarkst

Porthole RasboDa.

Borneo, ftlalaya, Sunatra.

Body pinkish broun beconinq silver uhile tot'ards
in"'"nli 

"ont*t. 
A double sti ipe consisting of a

series of dots rufls from the sngut across the
.."i"uftt alonq the body to the end of the caudal'
Ffi;- ; i ;"; o; ttnqed'uith verrou. caudar' deeplv
roiteo, pointeo lobei. Oorsal anal, pelvics and
pectorals pointed, their rear $arqlns convexr anar
pointed rear magin concave.

An extremely beautiful specie elongated and slender
urhich is susceptable to drastic !,ater changes'
Juveniles tend to carry the broken stripes as-a
solid band throuqh th8 lehgth of. the fish' this
iuvenile pattern suggests that a coflnon ancestory
is shared i,ritn uottr Riibora einthovenii and Rasbora
'iacob soni. .
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Rasbora clrromiei (Fowler)

Popula! name3

Habitatr

Characteristics!

jftlARKS 3

ThaiIand.

Bodv brounish. a dark lateral stripe cofirEnces at
the'operculum terminatinq in an oval blotch at the
caudai oedncle. an oblique blackish bar runs from
the ooLrculun 

'to 
the dase of the pectorals' Fins

tinoed yellorrt. Caudal flEderatly forked lobes
rouided.' dorsal, anal' pelvics and pectorals
rounded. dorsal rear margln cc}nvex, anal corEave,
pelvics stralqht.

This specle is closely related to Rasbora
sumatrani, ard nay be a race of that speclg.
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Popular na[€:

Habitat:

Characterlstlcsr

Renarks t

Rasbora chrYotaenia (Ahl)

Gold Striped Rabora.

tt'lalay Peninsular, Sunatra.

Bodv qreenlsh. bro|,rl back' bec€|Ilinq paler on the
;i;ik::-i;;it; 

-6iuisn 
silver. A- eorden red band

liiliiol ri- in" upper iau across the -eve .te.the
iti"'i--"f the cairbal.[his is edged alonq its base
riin a ul"e black band. All flns clear'

A largish sPecle that is closely related to

Rasboras taeniata.
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Popular nafite I

Habitat.

Characteristics!

Remarks:

Rnsbora daniconitts (Hanrilton Buchanan)

Slender Rasbora.

Burma, South East India' 5ri Lanka' Thailand and
The Greater Sunda Islands.

The colour of this specie ls extremly uariable
betureen populatlons. Basicaly the body colour is
olive brolrn becominq silver grey touards the anal
contour. A black l ine runs from the operculum to
the caudal peduncle, the line is edged uith golden
broun, sometimes appearing broken. All fins tj.nged
u/ith yellou. Caudal moderatly forked' Iobes
pointed, other fins rounded' anal and pelvics rear
marglns convex.

At the extreme edge of the Rasbora range Rasbora
daniconius is sometimes confused uith Rasbora
sarauakensls, and due to its uide distribution it
also has a lride variation of colour pattern' sone
populations have a ve[y stronq ].ateral l ine' uhilst
others have almost no l ine at all. Rasbora labiosa
from Bombay and Rasbora kobonensis from Assam are
probably races of Rasbora daniconius.
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Popular namet EyB Spot Rasbora.

Habltat!

Rasbora dorsiocellata ( Dunker)

Itlalay Peninsular ' Sumatra.

Characteristlcs! Body paLe yellou to silver uith a blue lustf,e on
lne'ffloks, shading to uhite touards the anal
iontour. fins Jetecite yettou to oranqe red' Dorsal

' ,ittr distintive black' spotr belou uhich i5 a
iliikfnq uhite triangle on the-base of the dorsal'
In cer€ain liqht th; Iouer half of the-eye and the
aOjacent opercJlun is a bri l lant metall lc areen' .A
faint linb is present on the anal base runninq to
tne caudal, uhtch is deePly forked.. uith -pointed
iouei. Ooisaf and pelvics may be either pointed or
rounded their tear 

-marqins 
convex' anal pointed

rear magin concave' pectorals pointed'

Refllarkst A srnall specie so closely related to Rasbola
caudimaculata that juventles of the - sPecie .are
ilmost identlcal to Rasbpra dorslocellSta' Ileiken
in 1951 named a juvenile 

-of 
the -specie Rasbora

dorsiocellila. Rlsbora macrophthalmus' but this
' fish is knor,n to be just a different lace of

Rasbota dorsiocellata.
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Popular name3

Habitats

Characteristics:

Remarksi

Rnsbora dusonensis (Bleeker)

Yellor', Tailed Rasbo[a.

Borneo, lrhlay, Surnatra.

Eody brounish on back becqning yello!,/brom touards
the anal contour. A llght stripe runs frsn the
operculun to the base of the caudal, above runs a
black line, belour begining above the pelvic flns is
a further black line. No suDra anal oioment. is
present. Fins are clear except the dorsai rihich has
a black anterlor margln and the caudal ufiich is
yellou uith a black rea marqin. Caudal deeply
forked uith polnted lobes. Dorsal broadly pointed
rear ma[qin eithe! stlalght or sLightly convex,
anal, pelvics and pectorals polnted, anal rear
maqin concave, the pelvics convax.

A large specie, elongated and slender. Rasbora
ret.odorsalis frqn Thailand is similar to Rasbora
dusonensis but is generally nuch paler in colour
qnd is- probably a local race of Rasbota
(}Jsonensls.

FBAs FISH GUIDE. J t 8



Popular namer

Habitatt

Characterlsticst

Remarks!

Rasbora einthoverri i  (Bleeker)

Brllllant or Elueline 'Rasbora.

lhlaka, Sinqapore, Thailand,
The islands of the tilalay Peninsul,ar.

Body bro|lrl uith a yellot ish tinga and a blue
lustle on the flanks. The scales edged uith black.
A blue,/black llne runs from the tip of the snout
through to the fork in the caudaL, this line has a
redd!.sh gold line along its dorsal edge. The eye is
golden uith the black. line passing through it.
Caudal, ruderatly forked uith either pointed or
rounded lobes, as is the dorsal the rear margin of
rrrhlch ls convex. The anal and pelvics are broadly
pointed' the rear marqin of the anal may be either
stralght or concave, the pelvlc convex, pectorals
pointed.

A uell bodied acfive specieq uhich gives the
ifipression of beinq boued at the nose and caudall
almost boomelang in shape. Closely related to
Rasboras jacobsoni and cephalataenia. Rasbora
einthovenii has often been confused lrith juvenile
Rasbora ceohalataenia.
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Rasbora elanga (Hamilton & Buchanan)

Popular name:

Habitat!

Cha[acteristicsl

REIiIAR(S:

Assam' Bengalr Indla.

Body sllvery uith a grey strlpe running.frqn top.of
ln"' oo.rcuiurn to ;t the caudal peduncle' . the
laterai line is cqnpleter uhilst a palr ot snorr
b;;;i; 

";; 
present. taudai deeplv forked .Iobes

Dointed. dorsal, anal and pelvics broadly pornEeor

borsal 
-and 

pelvics rear marqins convexr anal

concave r pectorals Pointed.

Rasbora elanqa Is easily recognlsed 
'being 

- th€ only
knoun Rasbora-u,ith barbels' and lt ls posslbl€ tnar
the specles evolved nany years ago from a. lace. or

Rasbora daniconius. 0r. Brittan sugqests rnaf, rE
should have its owl sub-gernrsr and praces rL ln

meqarasbora.
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Popular na[E:

Habitatr

Characterlstlcs:

Renarkst

Rasbora elegans (Volz)

Elegant or Tu,o Spot Rasbora.

tqalaya, and Greater Sunda Islands.

Body brounish to silver/qrey shou,inq in sorne liqht
a violet sheen. A black blotch is situated mid!,a 'i
on the flank belou tha beqininq of the dorsal fint
a second blotch appears on the caudal Pedunclet the
blotches are joined !,ith a very faint striPe. The
scales are edged t ith black givlnq a reticulated
appearance. Fins clearr sometimes in adults they
develope black tips and edging !,ith aqe. The black
spots houever tend to fade uith age. Caudal
rEderatly forked and broadly. pointed' dorsal and
pelvics broadly pointed, their rear margins convex'
anal and pectorals pointed the rear marqin of anal
concave.

There appears to be several races of Rasbora
elegansl one Rasbora spilotaenia has the t!,o
blotches joined by a black line, this lace comes
fron Sqnatra. A similar race from Java has beeff
named Rasbora aorotaenia. Althouoh both have been
naned as races of Rasbora elegansl there is also
some similaraty urith Rasbora lateristliato
suggesting that they may have evolved fron a corrnon
ancestor. Rasbora elegans is also similar to
Rasbora sumatrana and its neat lelatives.

q

J21 FBAS FISH GUIOE.



Rasbora everetii (Boulenget)

Popular namet

llabitat:

Cha!acteristica:

Remarkss

Phil ippin.

Body silver becoming darker tourards the dorsal
conlour, a faint qold line runs from the operculun
to the' caudal peduncle, edged belo!, uith a thin
black l ine. supra-anal pignent faintly present.
Fins clear or slightly dusky. caudal deeply forked
lobes pointed, dorsal broadly pointed, rear margin
convex. anal. pelvics and pectorals pointedr anal
and pelvics rear marqins concave.

AlLhouqh thls specie may be a race or sub-specie of
Rasbora arqyDataenia, it differs in having a much
more slender body, a longer rnore polnted Snoutr and
a smaLLer eye.
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Popular namer

Habitatt

Chalacterlstlca r

Renarkst

Rasbora gerlachi (Ahl)

Gerlach rs Rasbora.

Cameroons and East Africa.

Body basically yel.Iouishr blou,n tou,ards the dorsal
coniour. A bllish ltne edged ldth yelLou runs
Iateralty alonq the flanks, curved dor',n betueen the
pelvlcs and anal fins. Anal contour uhite' all fins
oale broun or colourless.

Simllar to Rasbora larauakensis. Doubt exists as to
the locatlon of the specle. Historicaly no specie
of Rasbora originates from Africa, and it is a
matter of conJecture uhether this specie as uell d
Rasbora zanzLbarensls have naturally evolved in
Africa or ufiether they uere introduced as a form of
insect control.
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Rasbora hengeli (Meinken)

Popular name;

Habitats

CharacteIisticss

Remarks;

False or Lesser Harlequin.

Djanbi, Sunatra.

Simila! to Rasbora heterqnorpha in looks but t,lth a
sliahtlv sllflner bodv and dulle! colour' i.e. rosy
rat6er than the redisir broun of heteromorpha. Both
species have black uredges on their flanks that the
of Rasbola hengell being smaller and shaped as
illustrated. Fins clear, some specifiens sportinq
reddish streaks in the dolsal and caudal' caudal
moderatly forked uith pointed lobes' dorsal
nroderatly pointed uith a straiqhl rear margin' anal
broadly pointed' pelvlcs and pectorals pointed.
AnaI and pelvica pointed rear mafgins convex.

RasboDa henoelirs slmilaritv to Rasbora
heteronorpha pianotes the ldea thet the fish are
one and the sane speclB. but until further
informatlon becomes available uJe urill consider them
separate species.
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P@ular Name:

Habitat3

Characteristics:

Reflarks:

Rasbora heteromorpha (Dunker)

Harlequin.

t4alaka, malaya, Sumatra and Thailand.

Body brounlsh red becoming ll.qhter touards the anal
contour. A distinctive black or.blue/black !,edae is
present on the flanks shaped as i ltustrated, c;udal
and dorsal pale red to yellou,, other'f ins clear,
sone black flecking may sometlmes be apparent.
Caudal rpderatly forked u,ith pointed Iobes, dorsal
moderatly pointed !,ith a straight rear margin, anal
broadly pointed, pelvics and pectorals pointedl
Anal and pelvlcs uith a convex rear margin.

A deeper bodied specie than most of the Rasb-zs
uith a uide dlstribution. There is another type of
this specle u,hich has been named as Rasbora
heteromorpha espei r,rhlch is slightly less deep in
the body and uith a different shaped black uedoe.
Rasbora heteronorpha also has anothe! cl5se
relative in Rasbora hengeli.
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Rasbora hetermorpha espei (Meinken)

Popular Name:

Habitats

Characteristics:

Re(mrks,

Harlequin.

Thailand.

Body deep. brounish red becsnirq llghter touards the
anar contour. A distlrEtlve black or blue,/black
yFqSe. is present on the flanks shaoed as
luustrated, caudal and dorsal palB red to yellou.
other fins clear, sooe black flei:kinq mav soiretirlrei
be apparent. Caudal moderatly forked- ulLh oointed
lobes, dorsal moderatly pointed uith a siraioht
rear margln, anal broadly pointed, pelvics indpecrorats potnted, AnaI, pelvics and pectorals utth
a convex rear natgin.

A _ deeper bodled specls than mst of the Rasboras
DUL -tBss- deep than Rasbora heteromorpha. This
specie also differs frqr Rasbora heteronbion" ,i[t
tne shape of the-black uedqe. Rasbora henlell isarso a crosly related.
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Popular naner

Habitat:

characteristics!

Renarkst

Rastrora hubbsi (Tubb)

North Eorneo.

Bodv vello!,ish broun. darker touards the ansl
conioui. a dark lateral stDlpe runs from belou the
ooerculum to the caudal peduncler faint anteriorly'
naEouer and darker posterlorly' supra-anal pignent
present. Fins clear sllqhtly Pigmented on soflle
iays. caudal may be dusky yellou on base of both
lobes. Caudal moderatly forked' Pointed lobes'
dorsal and anal broadly polnteds pelvics ano
pectorals polnted' dorsal rear margin straight'
anal and pelvics convex.

Rasbora hubbsl is closely related to RasboDa
trifasclata and Rasbora rutteni.
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Rnsborn jacobsoni (Weber & De Beaufort)

Jacobsonts Rasbora.

Uest SuEtra.

Body yellou, brom, darker above, yellorr thlte
belou, sqne scales ate dark edged. A strong
brouin/blsck band runs from the snout to the caudal
peduncle edged above uith 119ht gold and thickening
just belou the dorsal fin, a thin ll.ne also runs
from the pectorals to the anal. Dorsalr anal and
caudal palB broun, dorsal and anal camy a dark
trianguLar blotch. Caudal moderatly forked uith
pointed or lou.rded lobes, dorsal and pelvics
broadly pointed or rounded u,lth convex rear narql.n,

PoprJlar Names

Habitat:

Characteristics:

RemarksS

anal broadly polnted,
pectorals polnted.

fear margln concave,

Closely related to the other species of the
(einthovenli) corplex. l.e. Rasboras elnthovenii,
cephalotaenia and tubbi. In fact, Juvenile Rasbora
cephalotaenia look very like adult Rasbora
Jacoosonl.
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Rasbora kalochroma (Bleeker)

Popular name3

Habitatt

characterlstlcst

Renarks:

gorneo. filalaya and Sumatra.

godv rich reddish brou,n ' beconing Iighter-touards
the- anal conlour' Tuo dark blotches are drsplayeo
on ttre ftanls 

-the 
first behind the operculum the

iecond belor,r the rear of the dorsalr-the body has, a
barelv visable reticulated Pattern' f ins red tne
inten;itv of r,rhich is variable' in fact one race
has an ainost clear dorsal r,rith streaks alonq the
iin ."v". Caudal moderatly forked, pointed lobes'
dorsal.-anal and pelvics broadly pointed' dolsal
rear rnarqln convexr anal and pelvics rear nargins
conbave, pectorals pointed.

This is one of three species that display bold
blotches on the flanks. Rasbora maculata and ttle
eleoans comoLex are the other tuo. Here the
slmilaritv ends as Rasbora kalochroma is soneuhat
unioue in its distant relationship to the other
species uithln the genus.
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Rasbora labiosa (Mukerji)

Popular nanet

Habitat:

Characteristicsr

Remarks:

India.

Body bromish, yellouy bro!,n touards thE anal
contou!, a black lateral stripe runs from the eye
to the caudal pedurEle. Flns uhitish. Caudal
flEderatly forked, a]l fins rounded, dorsal anal and
pelvics rear margin convex.

RasboDa labiosa is thought to be an odd race of.
Basbora daniconlus, the features uhere this specids
differs fron the typical race are the fleshy lips,
the slendeD body, the snall rounded fins and the
thickened filst rays of the anal, pelvlc and
Dectorals.
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Popular name!

Habitat!

Characteristlcst

Renarkst

Side Stllped Rasbora.

Greater Sunda Islands, Java, Sunatra and Thailand'

Bodv brounish olive ulth a green lustre.on the
back. sides broun uith a golden sheen shadrnq Eo

.i"ljiGh .rr tf,rite tor,rar6s the anar contour' a red
B.m'-iun" frqn the operculum to the caudal
o"iu*ie. thls is edged belor'r r'rith a blue back
'sneen 

trnicn forms a thin llne' scales dark edged
;fi"; i l ;;t 

-"pot". 
nrt f ins tlnged a teddish

brorrrn. Caudal nEderatly forked' robes srrqntry
roundedr all other flns broadly pointed' clorsar ano
oelvics rear marqln convexr anal reat margrn
torrcave

Atthouqh this specie is uidely distributed it is
iii6iuiij init 

'ih" 
trr" Rabbra laterlstriata onrv

tonres fron Java and Sumatrar the various sub-speces
and races spreading the distllbution very mucrl
uider.

Rasbora lateristriata (Bleeker)
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Rasbora laYalrga (Fowler)

Popular name3

Habitat:

chaf,acterlstics 3

Renarks:

Thailand.

Bodv olive oreen. sllverv uhite touards the anal
contour, a bl5ck line runs iateraly fron a point
above the Dectorals to the fork of thB caudal. Fins
cleaDr carldal rrrlth a black rear margln. Caudal
noderatly forked' lobes bEoadly pointedr dorsal
broadly polnted rear fl|aEglns slight]y convexr anal'
pelvics and pectorals broadly Pointed rear marqln
convex.

A specle ufiich nay ba closely related to flasbora
trilineata or Rasbora suEtrana there ls the added
possibitity that Rasbora stlgmatura is the first
available nane for this specie, but has yet to be
pfoven.
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Popular namea

Habltatt

Characterlstlcsl

Remark6s

Copper Strlped Rasbora.

Smatra.

Body brou,n on the backr becofllng lughtet and more
yelloulsh on the flanks shadlnq to almost tthite
touards ths anat contour ' a reddish band' qolden
edoed above runs fron the tip of the snout across
thE eye to the caudal peduncle' this is acconpanied
belou by a bl,ack line uhich broadens posteriorll'.
Fin colour varLes betueen taces frorn clear 'to

tinqed uith red. Caildal deeply forkedl dorsal
truncated, heiqht approxlmatly equal to the depth
of body, anal, pelvics and pectorals pointed' rear
narqlns concave.

A specie uhich is frequently confused uith other
menbers of the qerus, its juvenile form being
slnilar to Rasbora pauciperforata and its adult
form almost identicale to Rasbora tauarensis.

Rasbora leptosoma (Bleeker)
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Rasbora maculata (Duncker)

Chaxactef,istics a Body brick red darker toruards the the dorsal paler
torrrirds the belly' a larglsh black sPot is present
on the slde miir,ray betr'reen the eye and the
insertlon of the dorsal' another spot is plesent on
lhe caudal peduncle dlich is frequefltly proceded by
a thln blick line. a thlrd black mark is apparent
at the lnsertlon of'the analt th15 |IEy take the
iorm of either a round dot (thouqht to denote a
nnle) or a keyhole shaPe (denoting^g farale)' -Fins
red 

'to 
oranqri. in sohe iaces thefhst rays of the

dorsal and antl are black these fins beinq tiPped
uith black. Caudal deeply forked lobes pointed'
dorsal broadly polntedr convex rear marqrn, analt
pelvic and iebtoral pointed' anal rear margln
almost stralqhbr pelvics rear margin convex.

Remarks: A very $lall specie at one li[E confused uith
Rasboia kallachroma of uhich lt r,ras thought to be a
juvenlle form.

Popular nane:

llabitat:

Pygny or Spotted Rasbora.

l'lalayar Singapore and Sunatra.
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Popular namet

Habitat:

CharacterLstlcst

RE|larks!

Rasbora meinken (De Beaufort)

Itleinkenr s Rasbora.

Srmatra.

Body brassy goldr shading brounish olive touards the
dorsal contour r ltlany scales have a bluish sheen. A
black stripe tuns fron the operculun to the caudal
peduncle, a faint copper/gold line borders tlre
edqes of the strip dorsally' being strongest
posterlorly. A second black strip is siluated along
the anal. base and the lou,er side of the caudal
peduncle, soletlrnes a feu scales on the belly are
edged uith back, fins have a rosy to yellot ish
tinqe. Caudal deeply forked, rounded lobes' dorsal
rounded rear rnrgln convex, anal and pelvics
broadly pointed rear margins concave pectorals
pointed.

Thls specie is extremely closely related to Rasbora
trifasciata.
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Rasbora mYersi (Brittan)

Popular nanei

Habitatr

Characteristics:

RerDarl<s t

myers Rasbora.

Borneo, flalaya, Sunatra, Thallano.

Body silver./grey, yellorrlsh tolrards the anal
contour u,ith a falnt stripe alorg the lateral line.
r,,hich contlrues on to the operculun. Fl-ns clear or
greyish. Caudal edged uith a faint black margin,
dorsal and anal broadly pointed, dorsal convex,
anal rear margin concave, pectorals 6nd pelvici
pointed, caudal deeply forked. lobes uell spread
and polnted.

This specie ls one of the feu rmrbers of the oenus
that has no supra piqnentation
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Popular nafiEr

Habitatt

Characterlstlcsr

Remarks t

Java.

Body Uqht bronrrr, paler touards the anaf contour' a
blotch is oresent on the flank belou the insert.lon
of the dorsil, a second blotch is present on the
caudal ped-ncle, the blotches are joined uith a
falnt stripel the retlculated patterd of the scales
is ueekty developed and there is no supra-anal
pi$Ent present. Fins clear. Caudal deeply forked'
Iobes polnted, dorsal convexs anal and pelvics
concave.

ThiS specie is probabty a race of Rasbora elegans,
but differs by being pale! in cblour, deeper in the
body and having on supra-anaL piqment.

Rasbora nematotaenia (Brittan)
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Rasbora nigrornargitratn (Meinken)

Popul,ar Name3

Habitatr

ChaDacteristicss

Remarks!

Red Rasbora.

sri Larka.

Body rBddish purple' paler touards the anal
conlour, upper part of caudal pedunclg and upPer
caudal lobe blue-q[een. lou,er lobe reddish pulple
as in body' other fins bluishr anal and dorsal
first rays black. Caudal deeply forked uith polnted
lobes, dorsalr anal' pelvlcs and pactorals pointed'
convex rear nargins.

This sDecLe ls slmllar to Rasbora vaterifloris and
is probably either closely ral,ated or a race or
variety of that specles.
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Popular Namet

Habltat:

Characteristlcs:

Refitarks:

Rasbora palustris (Smith)

Central Thailand.

Body and top of head pale g[eenr shadinq uhitb
tor,rards the anal contourr lou,er part or opercurun
silver. I narrou black stripe runs from the eye to
ltri i",io"f peduncle continuing into the caudal as a
iiini ffne'. the strlpe is e69ed above uith a pale

oold band its upper edqe being level uith the- tc'p
6i tne eye. Fth! cleai. Caudal deeply forked lobes
founded. dorsal, analr pelvics and pectorals
iounJ"o. aorsaf" anal' ana pelvics rear narqirrs
convex.

This sDeci.e is similar to Rasbora borapetensis
houevei there are marked differencesr i.e. the
sxtension of the lateral striPe to the eye and the
ibsence of black lines at the base of the caudal
oeduncle.
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Rasbora pauciperforata (Weber & De Beaufort)

Popular Na[Es

Habitatr

Characteristics:

Red Strlped or Glourlight Rasbora.

Sunatra.

Head and napB yellouieh olive' back shlney broun
uith dark edqed scalesr flanks to anal contour
sllvery rrhite, a shining red stripe edqed in
brounish black extends from the tlg of the snout to
tlre caudal peduncle. all fins clear. Dorsal tall
and poj.nted ulth concave rear marginp caudal deeply
forked ultlr pointed lobesr analr pelvlcs and
pectorals pointed, anal uith concave rear margin'
pelvlcs uith stralght rear nargin.

An elongated specie alnost pointed at the tip of
the srEut. Races of this specie vary in the
intenslty and colourinq of the red stripe.

Remarks:
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Popular Namat

Habitatr

Characteristics3

Remarksl

Rasbora paucisquamis ( Ahl)

Large Scaled Rasbora.

lt{alay archlpeLago.

Basic body qreylsh olive uith silvery blue . flanks
becomino silvery uhite touards the anal conEour' A
iiiifii6ra-ittip6 runs fron the snoul to the caudaL
;;A;i;- eoq;' ',rith black frorn belou the -the
i;;;;i;^ oi-itte aorsar fin to the caudar, all fins
linola ,,ritn vellou or clear. caudal rnderatly
ioii"o titn br6adly pointed lobesr dorsal rounded
liith straiqht ' rear marqln, anal broadry Polnteo
rear marqln-concaver pelvics and pectorals rounded'

Rasbora somphqlEsi and juvenlle Rasbora nyersi are
socetimes tonfused uith Rasbora paucisquamis' sor'e
races of this specie have extended lj'naqer lonqer
and polnted.
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Rasbora pltilippina (Gunther)

Popular Names

tlabitatr

Characteristicsi

Refllarks:

Philippine Rasbora.

mindanao and Philippines.

Basic bodv pale olive $eefl' shadlnq sllver r'filte
tor,rards thi ahal contour the scales dark edge' a
oiii qofo stripe runs from the operculun to the
taudall edqed belou ulth a black line |Ifrich u'idens
;;t;;i"lt; all fins tirqed !,ith vellou. caudal.
deeDlv forked uith pointed lobesr dorsar rounoeo
reai rnrgin convexr anal and p€Ivics broaory
oointed their rear narglns concaver pectorals
lounded .

closelv related to Rasbora argyrotaenia but differs
in ha;tno a less prominent stripe. It ls felt by
Brittan 6hat Rasbora phlltppina and Rasbora
pr.nctulata are probably one and the samB specLe.
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Popular Nane:

Habitatt

Characterlsticst

Remarks!

Rasbora rasbora (Hamilton & Buchanan)

Rasbora.

Burmar fndla' malaya and Thalland.

Bodv ltoht broun' darker on the back shading to
pif6 v"riot touard; the anal contour. A black strip
ffi; 

'a;A 
ihe snout to the caudal peduncle

ioniinuinq ln sone speclmens onto the base of the
iiuaaf. nif fins tinqeb yellou' some members of .the
soecie carry dusky rear lErqlns on therr' cauoalt
aLisal ano inal. tne caudal sometimes carrles black
tios to tfie iobes. Caudal deePly forked !'ith
oointed lobes, otheD fins Pointed' dorsal' anar and
betvics r,rith covex rear marqins.

An anclent sDecie that has been traced back as far
as the ics aqe. and has a very uide distribution.
Rasbora rasbori is sometines confused !,ith Rasbora
argyroteania and juvenile specinens tend to
resemble Rasbora danlconlus.
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Rasbora reticulata (Weber & De Beaufort)

Popular nameS

Habitat:

Characterlsticst

Fenarks:

Checkered Rasbora.

Annanr Nias' u8st Stmatra and Vietnam..

Bodv rich reddish bror,rt darker touards the dorsal
conto,rr, u reticulated net-like pattarn covers. the
flanks less promlnent touards tha back. a sfrlpe
runs from belo; the caudal to the caudal peduncle'
iaJino oosteriorlv. fins clear to yello!,ish the
first-fei,r rays of the dorsal and anal uith a dusky
tinoe. there'is also a patch of dark pigment at the
uasi 

'of 
the anal. caudal lEdelatly forkedr rounded

Lobes, dorsal broadly pointed rear matqin concavet
anal 

' laroer 
than dorsal, broadly pointed rear

nargin coivex, pelvics rounded rear marqins convex.
pectorals rounded.

A deep bodied specie ulth no clear relationship to
any other Rasbora' although lt is possibLy a
branch of the Rasbora trifasciata corplex.
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Rasbora retrodorsalis (Smitlt)

Ihailand.

Bodv brounlsh beconlng llqhter to!'ards the anal
.o"toui. 

" 
Iiqht st;ips iuns lateraly touiards- the

ii i joit. '"uq"o i6ove and'berou uith fain dark l ines
utri it- '" i"- stronqest bblou the dorsal. Fins tinqed
vefforu. iiuaaf re5r rnargln black, dorsal ujith-black
[roiO"t. C""a"f deeply forked ltith polnted lobes'
dorsal, analr pelvics and pectorals pointeo' oorsar

rear narqin convex, anal and pelvics rear margtns
COflCtlVBr

Thls sDecie may be a r'ace of Rasbora dusonensis,
but i; distiiquishsd fron lt by its paler colour'
deeper body and smaller head.

Popular Nanes

Habltatt

Characteristlcsr

Remarkst
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Rasbora rutteni (Webber & De Beaufort)

Popula! name!

Habitat:

'Chaf,acteristl.cs 
!

Remarks:

Ruttenrs Rasbof,a.

Borneo.

Bodv vellou broun udth a teak retlculated pattern. on
in6 

'scales, 
a lateral stripe runs froo .the

ooeDculul to the catidal peduncler starttnq ra[nsr
f'aint becorninq strorqer posterlorly' no supra-anar
oiqnent present except a feu scattered mafKlngs
!odu" tn'" anal. Caubal deeply forked' pointed
lobes. dolsal. anal and pelvlcs pointedr rear
marqin convex, Pectorals Pointed.

This sDecie reselbles Rasbora trlfasclata but has a
oiiiuiint lateral line scale count. Rasbora hubbsi
ii posslbly a race of Rasbora ruttenlr but dlffers
in hlavinq lts dorsal slightly to the rear.
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Popular nalel

Habltatt

Characte!lsticst

Remarks:

Sarsuak Rasbora.

Kuchlnqr North Botneo and salauak.

Bodv.llqht brotn becomlnq lighter touiatds the anal
conlour] a blue to black line on the flank runs
frorn thi operculun to the base of the caudal' this
is edqed above u,ith a narrolj trhlte boarder. FIns
clear fo vellouish. Caudal moderatly forked uith
slightly 

- 
rounded lobes' dorsal and pelvics broadly

polntedr rear margins convexr anar and pecf,orars
broadley pointedr rear malgins concave.

This soecie mav be confused uith Rasbota danicon
and Rasbora iutteni and could r,rell be a race -
either.

Rasbora sarawakensis ( Brittan)
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Rasbora sernilineata (Weber & De Beaufort)

HaIf Lined Rasbora.

Borneo and PhiliPPines.

Body yelloulsh bronn, darker touards the back'
riqitir tor"ras the'anal contour' this specle has
no-lateral strlpe, Instead the axlal ssleaK ls
iji"""ti- i*itq frcrn the operculum to the base of
ih;-;;;d"i: ieilor,risn ln colbur it is falnt both
inieilorfv' 

'and 
posterlorly !,idenlng belou tile

caudal, a-vellotJish blotch is present on the cauoal
o.Jun"i". Flns pale yellou. Caudal deeply fotked
irith rounded lobes, dorsal Dotndedr rear narqln
convex. anal and pelvics broadly pointed ulth
concavi rear marqinsr pectorals pointed.

This sgecle is an extrenly heavy bodied onB' of
uhich Rasbora taytayensis ls probably a race

Popular name:

Habitat:

Characteristicst

Renarksr
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Popular name:

Habltats

Characteristicss

Renarksl

Rasbora somptrongsi (Meinken)

Sorphonq I s Rasbora.

lhailand.

Bodv vellou. Faun on the dorsal contour' Louer half
of 

- 
b6dv silverv uhite. A black line edged above

u,ith ooid runs bllor,r the insertion of the dorsal to
the ciudal peduncle. a further black line at the
base of the anal continues into the louer rays of
the caudal. Fins tinged yellorrl except lhe pectorals
thich ate clear. Caudal noderatly forked uith
rounded lobes, the upper lobe bej.ng more developed.
oorsal roundedr reat margln concaver anal and
pelvics pointed rear margins concave, peitorgl s
pointed.

A small' specie simlla! to Rasbora urophthalma and
is probably a clcise relative.
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Popular nafiEt

Habitatr

Characteristlcst

Remarksl

Rasbora steineri (Niclrols & Pope)

Chinese Rasbola.

Hainan Provlnce Southern china.

Body oLive qreen' beconing silvery touJards the anal
contour, a black line edqed above urith reddish qold
runs from the operculun to the base of the caudal.
Fins pale olive to yellouish' a pale red blotch
varying in intensity is present at the caudal base.
Caudal moderatly forked uith pointed lobes' do[salr
anal and pelvics broadly pointed' dorsal and anal
uith convex rear maginsr pelvlcs trith rear margin
almost straight r pectorals pointed.

Dr. Brittan in his book, rRasborar makes no men:-<in
of the red narklng on the caudal nor does h€,
c('npare this specie uith Rasbora borapetensis this
may help to dispel the therory thau the tuio specie
are almost identical, an elror uhich has been
co.npounded by the aquatic press. Dr. Brittarr
further suaqests that nasbora steineri rather
resembles b6[h Rasbora arqyrotaenia and Rasbora
lateristriata.
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Rasbora sunlatrana (Bleeker)

Borneo, llalaya, Sumatra and Thailand.

Uody drab greylsh brorrrrl a narrou dark strLpe luns
fr6m the ooerculum to the caudal pedlncle lhere it
terminates bs a dark spot' the reticulated pattern
of the scales is distlnct' supra-anal plgment is
presentl there is a dark line at the base of the
caudal peduncle, fins tlnged yellolt' caudal lobes
rear margins and tips black. Caudal deeply fotkedt
pointed lobes, dorsal, anal and pelvics broadly
polnted, dorsal and pelvics rear matqins convex'
anaL concave, pectorals pointed.

Due to its rrride distribution' the many races of
this specie vary both in colour and patternr nainly
the variations lie in the length and strength of
the dark strlpe and spot and the black markings on
the caudal. A larqe bodied spqcie of urhich
Rasboras, cheroni and volzL are probably raees.

Popular nane:

Habitats

Characteristics:

Remarks:
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Popular namet

Habltatt

Cha!acterlsticsr

Remarks!

Black Striped Rasbora.

Srmatra.

Top of head blackish, body olive green darker
to,Erds the bacl( silvery uhite touards the anal
contourr a black line runs fron the snout' through
the eye to the caudal, edged above uith a fine gold
line, A thln black llrn runs foruard ftoo the base
of the caudal, dividing uhen it reaches the anal,
then runninq either side of the body and ending
above the pelvics. Fins clear sometimes uith
scatered dark narkinqs on the rays. Caudal deeply
forked uith pointed lobes, dorsal tall' pointo.l'
rear nargin sllghtly concave, anal and pelvics g
and pointed rear margins concave, pectorEls
pointed.

A specle very similar to Rasbora aqilis r,rhich is
thought by many to be the same fish, it is also
related to Rasboras chrysotaenia and
paucipe.forata.

Rasbora taenlata (Aht)
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Rasbora tawarensis (Weber & De Beaufort)

Popular na$€3

Habitats

Characteristics3

Lake Tauarr Srmatra.

Eody tuU broun, becoflming lighter and yelloulsh
touirds the anal contour, a tldish striPe runs fron
the ogerculum to the caudal ped$cle' ending In a
dark sbot. the anterior of the strlpe is falnt.
Fins yelio,rish brom. Caudal deeply forked !,lth
pointed lobes, do[sal anal and pelvica pointed rear
magins convex r pectorals Pointed.

A slender specle uhich appeaDs to be closely
related tp Rasbora myersi.

qemarks 3
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Rasbora tornieri (Ahl)

YeIIour Flnned Rasbora.

Sunatra.

Body colour fa!,n tinged uith mauve' scafes dark
edged, three grey to black stripes run frqn the
operculum the uppermost stops belotrr the dorsal. the
Iourer dips to the insertion of the anal' u/here lt
follo!,s the anal contour to the caudal peduncle,
the middLe line may extend to the fork of the
caudal, the area betueen the centre and upper
stripe has a reddish gold tinge, that betueen the
the centre and lor,ier stripes brassy yellou' belly
sllvery. Fins yellorrrish, caudal uith black re"
edge. caudal deeply forked uith pointed }ob
dorsal, anal and pelvics rounded, rear marqii-9
convexr pectorals pointed.

A slender specie, closely related to both Rasbora
cephalotaenia and Rasbora dusonensis, in fact
juvenile Rasbora cephalotaenia may be mistaken for
Rasbola tornieri.

$

Popular namer

Habitats

Characte!isticst

RefiErks!
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Popular name3

Habitatl

characteristicst

Rasbora trifasciata (PoPta)

Three Lined Rasbora.

Borneo ltlalaya and Sumtra.

Body yellor,rlsh broun' becffming nore yellou,^to!,ards
the anal contour, tuo brouri stripes run f[om Ene
ooerculun to the caudal peduncler the louer strlpe
b;ino the stronoer of the tr,ro. a dark broun spot is
ores5nt on the-caudal peduncle, supra-anal pigment
is prsent,contirrring fron the anal to the base of
the caudal peduncle. Fins clear sometlmes tinqed
r,rith red. Caudal moderatly forked u,ith pointed
lobes. dorsal' anal' pelvics and pectorals broadly
pointed rear maglns convex.

Rasbora meiri<en Is elosly related to Rasbora
trifasciata and may be only the Bornean race of the
specie.

Remarks:
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Popular namet

Habitatt

Characteristlcst

Rernarks t

Scissortail Rasbora.

Eorneo, Greater Sunda Islands' llalaya and Sumatra'

Bodv olive to qreen uith silvery flanks shadinq to
rrhtte tor,rards the anal contourr A faint strlpe runs
alonq the side qrouinq shonger tou,ards the caudall
suorS-anal piqment is present and continues as a
Ul'uit fin"' ilonq the base of the caudal peduncle'
Fins clear except-the caudal uJhich calries !'hite
Lioi to tne lobes proceded by black stripes. caudal
deLply forked ldth . pointed lobes' dorsal broad-ty
polnted, pelvics pointedr rear margins convext anar

i:ointed rbar nagin concave, pectorals poinLed.
.\ ')

A soecie ln uftich the lntEnsity of the caudal
nuri<lnos and the black stripe are extreml'y varlablc
brtr,reei races. Rasbora stignatura is almost
identical to Rasbora trilineata' as Rasbora
stigmatura is the flrst available narne ' it may urell
be miss-naned

Rasbora trilineata (Steindachner)
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Rasbora tubbi (Tubb)

Rernarks t

Popular name:

Habitatr

Characterlstics l

Bgrneo.

Thls Body yBllou,ish broun, darker touards the
dorsal- contour, a dubLe rou of spots runs from the
operculrln . to the caudal pedunclb urtrere they end ln
9 prqninent spot the aous are not conlinlous, a
further dark band Duns from the ooerculrm aLono the
flar< endinq before $le lnsertlon of the 5nal,
supra-anal pigqEnt ls present. Flns tinqed yellou,.
centDal rays of caudal hevily piq0Ented, 

- 
caudai

nnderatly- forked, lobes broadly iointed, 
'dorsal,

anal, pervlcs and pectorals polnted, dorsal and
pelvlcs convex. anal concave.

This specie is similar in colour pattern to Rasbora
cephalataenia, in any case it ls 

-apparent 
that they

are related and have a csmon ancestoD.
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Popular namat

Habitatr

Cihalacterlstlcs:

Ramrkss

Rasbora urophthalma (ahl)

Exclamation mark Rasbora' or ocelLated Duarf
Rasbora.

SmatDa.

Body golden+roun ulth reddish backr t'/hitish
todards the anal contour, a steel blue Lateral
stripe runs flom the opelcuhm to the base of the
caudat terminating in an ocellated spot, the
lateraf stripe is edged above ulth a red line. Fins
clear to blounish,. the leading margins of the
caudalr dolsal and anal are black. Caudal deeply
forked uith rounded lobes, dorsal, anal and pelvics
pointed, anal !,ith concave rear magin, dorsal d
pelvics rear malgin concave, pectorals rounded.'--./

A small uiell bodied specie, sometimes confused uith
Rasbora soflphongsi I but Uhlch ln fact has no close
relative uithin the genus.
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Rasbo ra va terifl oris (Deraniyagala)

Popular name3

llabitat:

Characteristicss

-,leDa!kst

Flame or Pearly Rasbora.

5ri-Lanka.

There appeals to be tlE colour varieties of this
specie, three if a fish described by Sle1r*ln as
Rabora nlgrcmarginata proves to be a typical race.
First colour pattern. Eody flame oranqe uith deep
orange fins. Second colour, Greenish grey uith
olive fins. Caudal deeply forked lrlth polnted
lobes, dorsal tall, dorsal, anal and pelvlcs
pointed uith convex rear magins, pectorals pointed.

A smalllsh scrneuhat dellcate specie ldth a hlgh
back giving lt a hurped appearancs, sinilar to
Rasbora heteroqprpha in shape it is not closely
relatedr in fact Dr. Brittan suggests that it
should be considered a sub-specie and places lt in
the sub-genus Rasboroides.
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Rasbora vegae (Rendahl)

Popular namet

Habitatr

Characteristicss

Renarksr

Labuan Island.

Body liqht brobn shading paler tou,ards the anal
contour, a brou,nish black stripe runs through the
eye alonq the flank to the caudal peduncle' edged
above r,rith a less strong Uqht stripe. Fins tinged
yeUou, !,ithout marl<Ings. Caudal deeply forked Lobes
polnted, dorsal broadly pointed' rear ma[gin
convex, anal and pelvlcs rounded, anal lear margirt
concave, pelvics rear margin convexr pectorals
point€d..

or. Brittan has tentertivly suqgested the RasYora'
veqae be placed in the pauciperfor group.
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Rasbora volzi (Popta)

Popular name:

Habitats

Characteristics:

Ren|arks:

Borneo.

Body bromish paler touards the anal contoulra
faint lateral stripe ls sometines pEesent
connencinq at the insert of the dorsalr termlnatlnq
at the caudal pedJncler sr4ra-anal pigment is
present Ln the form of a black line, a dark area is
found on the operculul and per-opetcukm. CaudaL
rEderatly forked, broadly pointed lobes, dolsal
pointed rear margln convex, anal and pelvics
broadly pointedr anal rear mafgLn concaver pelvics
rear nargins convex, pectorals pointed.

The foreqolng descrlption and drarrrlng are of the
typical form of Rasbora volzi. The sub-specie
Rasbora volzi fasciata, carries tto blotches on the
flanks jolned at the top ulth a dark strlpe.
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Popular name:

Habltat:

characteristicst

ReflBrks r

gorneo.

godv browtish. palet touards the anal contouE. on
the'flank situ;teil betueen the insertion of. the
dorsal and oectorals is a srnall proninent elongated
dark area. a further smallet dark marking is
sresent on 'the caudal peduncler the tuo being'ioined 

at the top tlth a dark slt ipe' supra anal
llqment ls present in the form of a black line' a
bait area is found on the operculum and
pertpercuhin. Caudal moderatly forked uJith broadly
bointed lobes, dorsal pointed' rear marqin convF"'
inal and pelvics broadly polnted' anal rear ma -,
concave, belvics convexr pectorals pointed.

The foreqoina description and drauinq are of the
sub-soeclEs Rasbora volzl fasciata. The typical

. form Rasbola volzi has blotches on the flanl<s and
the lateral line is either faint o! absent.

Rasbora volzi fasciata (Popta)
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Rasbora wijnbergi (Meinken)

Popular Namer

Habitat:

Characteristlcsr

JBemarks:

Borneo.

Body olive green touards the dorsal contour. flanks
shining silver u,ith dark edged scales, a narrolr
Iateral line is falntly apparant on the caudal
peduncle, bae of caudal red and the lobes deep
yellou, dorsal and anal deep yellou ldth black
tips, pelvics and pectorals clear. Caudal deeply
forked lrith polnted lobes, dorsal, anal and pelvics
broadl.y pointed, dorsal and pelvLcs rear margins
convex, anal concave, pectorals pointed.

Dr. Brittan having seen the holotype and paratypes
of this specie suggests that thBy are apparently
juvenile exarples of Rasbora caudimaculata, uhose
habitat is malaya and SLltlatla, uhile Rasbora
nijrberqi uas discovered by ltleinken in Borneo.
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