(ldentical letter went to Gov. Talmadge)
&

lNecesbar 14, 1936

Hom. Johm M, Kirby ;
Southern Committes to Uphold the Constituticnm

Bousten, Texas

We have road with profoumd interest of the forming of
o Uphold the Constitution™ wnd the proposal to
f that committes in the near future a meeting

of comgrotulating you upon inmugura-
as southerners of a campedpgn to uphold the Constitu-

;
:
:

dad you pentlemen are perturbed over ocertain
0 be dammging—unoonstituticonally—the

df] owr population, e lmow you must be aware
ion to protecting property rights, is a

: It ie with these great

guosrned) and it is becauss of

to you, It is of the highest

¢hlginate in the South where

ap the righte of elght mil-

significancs that such a
constitutional guarantiea Awbhyg
lion Negro Amerioans G :

We would be interested in ng what steps the
Southern Committes to Uphold the Constitution|glans to take againet that
most notorious denial of constituticmal and lynahing.
Bince 1882, Oovermor Talmadge, in your Eta
have ocourred, two of tham during 1936,
sans poriod, B4T lynchings have taken pldpé. You have not forgotten,
have you Mr, Kirby, that im your owm Stats, in Colorado Coumty on Hovem-
ber 12, 1938, two boys, ooe fifteen and the other sixteen years of sge,
ware lymohed by a mob and U, !'s loore, the Coumty ittornay, deolared the
lynohings to be an expression "of the will of the peopls.”

The Fifth jmendmemt to the Constitution stipulates that
"Ho person shall be,.ssssdaprived of life, liberty, or property, without
dus process of law” and the Uixth Amendment deolares unequivoocally that
"The accused aball snjoy the right to & speedy snd public trisl,”

We assume that you gentlemen, as fair-minded mem, will
agres that the record of 5,087 lynchings since 1802 demonstrated that.
osrtaln States, amomg them your own, have failed miserably te atop Ipﬁi“--.n

exus, Mr, Eirby, during the



Hon, Johm H, Kirby 2,

ing und to assure these constitutional gusranties espociully to Negro
oltisens, May we sk what you think should and oan Le done under the
Constitution you seek to uphold?

lay we further ask whot etepas the Couthorn Committee

to Uphold thl Constitution will take in the mutter of the ﬂlﬂ‘uﬂi mnd
notorious violatioms current in your own and other Jouthern ‘tutes in
denying to qualifiod Negro cltisens the right to vote freely? The
United States Supreme Court has upon various oococasions declered umoon-
stitutiomal the disfrunchisement of Hegroes by means of grandfuther
olauses and by state lews prohiliting purtioipation of Hegroes in white
Usmcoratio primaries. Despite thwso deoisions the Demooratio State
Conventions of various Southern States, inoluding thst of Texas, Mr,
Eirby, have passed resolutions barring qualified Negro voters from par-
tlu!p‘th; in Demooratic party primaries. In the light of your ap-

zposs, we wish to ask if the Solthern Committes to Uphold the
311 glve ita supnort to leglslation providing for the re-
beRern representation in Conpress to vonform to the number
ing froa access to the ballot?

The deninl of osonstitutional rights to NHegro citizena
sgathern oourts, as in the notorious Soottsboro cases, the
ﬂllu‘hu and Shields omnses in !ississippi which Justioces Anderson
e ""'"'1‘: Supreme Court charsoterized ms worse than
rable other cases of this sort are too

: May we inguire if the Jouthern Committes
to Uphold the poses anon; its other funatlons to battle
viguerously fox who are dally being denied in Jouthern
ocgurts thelr oy -

been quoted, prohibYte—e yed of prﬁp-lrt;r without due

process of law,
ta expenditures upon the

for the two raoces, the diap
two racisl groups, in 183 many parts of the South
is from 156 to 26 times

the annual par oapita sxpenditurn
tate Mmds but to Fed-

that per Negro ohild, This applies not on
eral funds for education ms well, lay we ing if the Bouthern Com-

nittes to Uphold the Constitution intends to te at least & part of
its efforts to attack upon this violation of

=-againat depriving ocitisens of property wi

Finally, wo assume tha the conference shortly to be
held in Atluh you will invite, either ms mctive or as fruternal dele-
gates, representutives of vuriopus organiszations which alao give as their
purpose the upholding of the Constitution, Would you bo good enough to
advise us if such nrpniut-u a8 the /morican Civil Liberties Uniom,
the Nationmal Assocoiuntion for the Advancement of Colored Feople, and other
such organisaticns which also olaim to be endeuvoring to uphold the cone
stitutional guaranties will be invited?

ue process?

Respeotfully,

Walter White /
Seurvtnry

a



Deoember 30, 19385

My dear Mr., White:

Mrs. Roosevelt asks ne to
gend you the enclosed letter from
~f Mﬂ- Brekil, 4340 Michigun .venue,
Lpte ®, Clitogeo, Illinois. She would
eppreciste your looking him up and
finding out gll you oen nbout him.

Very sinoeraly yours,

Melvina T. Sclheider
Sacrctury to
Mre. Hoosavelt.

Mr, Welter White

Nat'l. Ass'n. for Advencement
of Colored Tl'eople

89 Fifth Avenue

Hew York, New York

oD
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My oear Miss Schelder:

I have your letter of December

and am getting the information you wish
B Willam
i s e

Chicago, Illinols. 1 will forward this

promptly as possible.

Ever S{?CEI 1y,

Mlss dalvina T. Schelder

Secretary to Mrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt
The White House

Vieshington, D. C.

THE D
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g0th, 1255,

concerning

B, Ga
ah
‘“ﬁwﬂ b, Y William Brakil, 4340 Michigan Avenue, Apt. 3,

to you as

__E-L-] L ’a.l?_,_,- ..

Logievkin I
HEW YORKE
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| Tunuary 16, 1938 |

e

My desr Mr. White:

Mre. fposevelt ssks me to
thenk you very much tor the elipping
you sent to her in your letter of
Januery 10. She resd it wilh a
grest desl of interest snd Lus jiven

it to the President.

Mre. Roosevelt was also
glsd to see the reports ond regonmenda=
tions you enolosed in your letter of

Jeanuary 8.
Very slncersely yours,

Malvine T. Sohelder

Secretary to
Mrs. Hoosevelt.

S

Mr, Walter White
Nationasl Associsfion for the
Advuncement of Colored People

62 Fifth ALvenue

New York, New York on
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enclosed clipping, "Has
from the Mew York Herald-Iribune of December 8.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEQPLE

69 FIFTH AVEMUE, NEW YORK
TELEFHONE ALgonguin 4 3881

. January 10, 1938

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

WALTER WHITE SECEETARY

Rav WiLking :
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

WiILLIAW PICKEWS
DIRECTOR OF BRAWCHES

Daray E Lawrein
FIELD SECRETARY

CHARLES H. MousToN
SPECIAL COMNMBLL

Jusnitk E. JacksoM
SPECIAL ATEETANT TO THE
EECRETARY

I wﬁntad very much to have you see the

Hew Deal Helped Negro?",

After you have read this will you be

bears on the conversation I had with him on

good enough to show it to the President, since it

Luwey K. Masn
Ty
e January 2%
Ever sincerely,
Becretary
|
Mrs. Eleanor Hoosewelt oL P
Ihe White House //[. !!rj
Washington, D. C. i A R
B
R |
WW/RR ( Th
a'l \ | ‘
i
B Bt
How da gonre Sewators awd Conpreasien atawd ou the Castigon Wegaer LateLgucking 102
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My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

Mr. Langdon Post of the New York

EXECUTIYE OFFICERS

WALTER WHITL SECHATARY

Aoy WILEINS
ASSISTAMT BECAETARY
WiLLlAM PicEss
DINECTOR OF BRAKCHES
Daisr E. LAWPEIN
FILLD BECRETARY

CHarLEs H. HousTon
SPECIAL COUNBEL

JuamiTa E Jacxson
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THIE
SECRETARY

City

Housing huthority wished on me the chairmenship

of the Advisory Committee of Harlem Hiver Houses.

It occurred to me that you might be interested in

seeing the reports and recommenaatlons ol our

Committee. I send you & set of these herewlth.

Ever sinderely,

Chairman, 4dvisory Commlttee

Harlem Hiver Houses.

Mrs. Eleanor hoosevelt
The White House
washingten, D. C.

Wi CIF :

Hawer b gone Seontars awd Congressmer sbond an the Cosligon-Wogner daleLgneling R
ENOORSED BY THE MATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAL, 215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK




Janusry 23, 1936

Desr Mr, Whites

I tulked to the President

about Mr., Cummings' reaction. He
suggested that you try to work out
& bill from this uew line of uttack

und then submit 1t to Mr. Cumuings
and ask his oplnion.

Very sincerely yours,

Mr. Walter White
69 Fifth Avenue
New York

S0



J nuary 29, 1936

unrlﬁr. Whites

I tulied with the President
sbout your letter und he thinks it is
petter to do just whut you are doing.

Very sincerely yours,

80

Mr. Walter White
69 Fifth Avenue
New York
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My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I have your letter of January 23d and I
em, of course, anxious to do anything that is possi-
ble to help. But after my talk with Mr. Cummings
I found my doubts measurably strengthened regarding
the effectiveness of the proposed blll. We are con-
centrating our efforts on the President's [irst
suggestion of a Senatorial investigation of the
lynchings since the fillbuster,as provided in the
Van Nuys resolution. We hope that out of the revela-
tion which this investigation will make that there
will be a strong body of public sentiment for effect-
ive anti-lynching legislation. I would be grateful
if you would talk this over with the President and
let me have your and his cpinlon.

I enclose a lzaflet which we are using
in plcketing Senator Borah's meeting in Erooklyn
tonight at which he 1s expected to open his campalgn
for the Republican nominatlon.

Ever sincerely

e

- -1
Secretary.
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House d :
Washington, D. C. y ;
WWw:CTF

MY, JUNE Wb JUTRY Sch, 1936

ENDORSED BY THE MATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
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' HOW ABOUT LYNCHING,

SENATOR BORAH? -

——

THE 14th AMENDMENT SAYS-—

"No -pcrsun shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process
of law."

SINCE 1882—5,087 men and women, white and Negro, have been lynched by
mobs in America.

Lynchers have been puni;hud in less than 1/10 of 19 of these cases.

CERTAIN States Have Shown That They Cannot and Will Mot Prevent Lynchings
or Punish Lynchers.

Yet Borah, Posing as a Great Liberal, Filibustered and Helped Defeat
a Federal Law Against Lynching, Saying that the Government is
Powerless Because Such Laws Are "Unconstitutional.” He Further
Said that if Elected President and an Anti-Lynching Bill Were Passed,
"l Would Unhesitatingly Veto It."

-

Read March Issue of THE CRISIS—Out February 25th

Analysing Senator Borah's Record on the Constitution, Woman Suf-
rage, Prohibition, and the Negro.

[ovar)



5,087 Lynchings in U. S. A, Since 1882.

The States Have Not Stopped Lynching.
Senator Borah Does Not Want the Federal Government to Stop It.

i

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
&9 Fifth Avenue, New York, M. Y.
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How d'u your Senators mdtz‘ osn’.gnn Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill?

ENDORSED BY

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

are forced to undergo.

St. Louls Branch to investigate the facts and

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
WaLTER WiiTE
Rov WiLKiES

ASEBISTANT BECRETARY

WiLLiaW PicEEMs

MIRECTCR OF BRANCHIE

Daisy L. LawrEis

FIELD SECRETARY

CHARLES H. HousToN

SPEICIAL COURSEL

Juamita E. JacksoM
BFICIAL ASBISTART TO THE
RICRITARY

You will be interested, I am sure,
in reading the enclosed letter which reveals
a traglc pleture of what Negro women sometimes

We have asked our

to take lmmediate and vigorous actlon.

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt

Enowing how voluminous your mail is,
yuu do not need to reply to this letter.

The White House
*ashingtﬂn, D. C.

Wivs CTF

ongressmen stand on the

JULY 5th, 1936

SECAETARY
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; .
®glker-Johnson Huilaing
: : 1784 New York avenue, N, .
HabhnY L. HOPKLNE Washington, L. C.
ddministrator

) Janusry £9, 1236
Mr. Walter White, Becretary
Hationel Assoclation for the
83 Fifth kvenue
New York City.

Lpar Mr, Whitet

The following matter ceme to our attention through the
:adiun of sn snonymous letter from & group of Negro women in it. Louis,
issouris L

i few lines ol bLusiness 1f there is cnything to help us pore
women. ke cre working ot the Ambassader building .nd our boss
is @ men. Hs 1s not the man to be boss over wogen. He 15 a
wbite man and we are Negro women. 7& work .t hite clcen oflice
too of the Negro women Is hiz swed . He is crazy wbout
Hegro women wnd he co sll of like they are dogs for
them to please take the mutter wleh the heed boss for us and
he will not let us see the head s et all. He think we will
tell it. You no that 1= pot r him to do thet. It ssme
as slave time. we have ghse write the heec bos and
have him to put & white : This men is tczke some
of us for his wife and he do like & dog. Plesse
write the hezd boss wnd i/ cbout it zpnd he will mske &
change. God mudg- saan’ end & wen ond Negro womén cad
Negro men ond h @ver put U here for that and we do not want
to do 1t, that/gt &ll. . the head boss don't no that &t s&ll
sand he don't lét us go d see him «t &ll. The boss that is
OVer us now « Burns nite [loor mani but he

i

is pot the head : e make us go «#ith him like we was his
wife. Plewse do sc@othing to help us Negro women. Write the
building.

"Please sir the head boss don't no what go on st all. Please
help us some way, please. I1f we could got ¢ Job some pluce we
wo do so but we cannot mow at &ll., Time 13 so haurd. Plesse
write head boss ana tell him to put & womsn and let her be rhite.
This man 15 not the men to be over women at &ll 1f «e dom'l do
what he want us to do he will not let us work. Just is same as
slave time. So will you please 'do us this fevor.

"Please don't write sm. Burns he 4s the man that 1z dolng this
but write the head boss in the Ambesssdor bullding, 710 smbassacor
Building, Seventh snd Locust, Si. Louis, Mo. e need help ind ve
no that you don't side with snything like this,

"4g NeBd & wWOuO DO3S5 OVET US.

"baint Louls Amusement “o., Tl) smLassador Fuilding, teventh snd
Locust, 5t, Louls, Missouri, (£5 of us Negro wousen work here ut this




Page £ - Lontinued.

Mr. Walter White, iecretery
N.h.aol.P, : Jenurry £8, 1936,

building.)"

Locel ofticials of this sdminististion in St., Louls
Missouri, have ceen ssked te lock into this «ffalr, slthouth 1t is
not under the jurisaletion of this sdministr:ilon. We understind
that they have brought the matter to the cttention of the Chief of
Police; however, 'in my opinion it 1s ¢ mettur which your Organiia-
tion could follow-up Lo g£o0d wdvantege towaru en «ojustment of the
impossible conditions aescribed by the vrilerc. !

Thank you for your cooperation.

Very sincersly yours,

(Eigned) #lfred| idgar Saith
icministrative Assistent.

- _\



Fobruary &, 1336

Deusr dr.Wi.ite:

Thunk you very wuch for your
note wud the editorisl. I reclly tu
not very wuch troubled oy tuls attack,

Vory slucerely yours,

Mr. Walter White
69 Fifth Ave
NYC

80
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FILLD SECRETARY

CHARLES H. HousTow
BPECIAL COUMTEL

Juamita L Jacesos
BPFICIAL ASBIATANTY TO THE
SECEETART

February 4, 1936

Dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:
It will probably be encouraging to you
and the Prealdent to see the re-action in
the enclosed edi toriel from the ATLANTA CON-
STITUTION of Febrwmry 2nd to the contemptible
attack upon you and the Praaidunt. by the
GEORGIA WOMEN 'S WORLD.
Respeotful

Secretary

Mra. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House

Washington, D.C. ot
, N )

WW:EE Qﬁ’ oA
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Juanita E. JAcksoM
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© OEWALD ERISCH WILLARD
WiLLiAM ENGLIEH WaLLING

- TREASURER =
Hany WHITE OWiHETON \ | 1[ BECRETARY
February '
17th
BOARD OF [HRECTOWS 1955 /

liinsie A T, Waldas - » i ; J.'
talilmore Carl Marphy / :
Hoslea Jusaph Prinoe Loud
Cambridge, Mass. 'rof, Manley 0. Hedson
Charlases, W. Vi T. 0. Nuitsr
Chloage Diarros

figh: sk o Mhstuen My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

L. Tawrl Hllﬂiﬂ
Ikemved L. H Lighinsr
bak i ¥,
Emporia, Kae,  Willlam Allen White 1 have just sent the President the
Nowark, X3, Graoe 1. Funderscn enclosed telegrem. 1 sincerely hope that

et Bnes this will command your interest and sup-
Huberl 3. Dainsy port since the Audlt and Control Committee
Jawla B Gooatc conslsts of Senators Byrnes of South

Carolina, Tydings of Maryland, Townsend of
Delaware- and Bachman of Tennessee. This

s is hardly a committee to command confidence
ﬁ%h of those interested in anti-lynching legis-
Hoa Chiarias i Toney lation. v
Dr. Louls T. Wright
ﬁm'. e Lot Ll I was at Syracuse for lectures at
Pullsfelphls  Leadors Mariln the University on Thursday when you passed
. Lonls Al S— through. 1 knew, however, that you would
e M A be qulte busy so 1 made no attempt to see
Waro, Texns E. [. Evass you. -

HATIONAL LEJAL COMMITTER
Chalrmas Artbur B. Bpdngara Ever sincergly
, Bdwara 1t Morria
Cambridgt, Mass. Felix Frankfuriers

Charbeston, W.¥a. T. 0. Hullar
Uslumbls, & 0. N J. Freferlek
New York Morris

Hajya
G :
m‘.l-ﬂuﬂ
Pitichungty fu. ':“-.%-:T !Ilga-wgi.aﬂngr Hoosevelt . _ A
ko a te House . '
W, b, LA L R Washington, D. C. (/(‘; “} i L‘f/
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. N:utional Assoclation for the Zdvancement of
CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF  (n]ored People, 69 Fifth Avenue, NYC

CLASS OF SERYICE DESIRED
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MiGHT MEssagr | [MISHT CAmE
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Commercial L (i Clmerica
SHIr FADHOD mAs b2 e {- fl,]l r L
T N i p—-—" L
il b bermmicn] w0 el iew ——— -
Radio
Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to F 1973 Form 2-C
President Franklin D, hoosevelt eb. 17, o
The white Houst 4:350 P.M.

Wwashington, L. C.
SelNAale JULLLIARY COMulITwok Hiab nbPORLcL FAVOGaoLY VAN NUYS LGSOLUIIUN FOHR
ouhlo IHVoolluallON OF LYNCULINGS #aY rIabl 10 LeChiBeEn THInIY rineT 1935
HECOMMENUING aPPLUPhleilON bVENYY rlVe HUNLnwD LOLLAKRS UTOP  uwbULULLON
NOw oLFOMe SbialBAULLY sNL CONINOL COMMLTIkL LIUP  HOPL YOU WILL Uiy YOUR
GUUL UFFLCES 10 valUbn bbb PrOMPY APPiWVAL ab POSSIBLE ANLU PheVLNT ANY
EuLUCTION 1IN UM widlCH 1o HalwLhY sbbeUals POR PHOPER #SCELWIAINMENL OF
ralTs.

walter mnito, Secretery

ﬂationLl hecocletion for advancement oi Colored People
69 Fifth hkvenue
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In THE CRISIS Next Month—

BORAH—What Does He Stand For?

By Louis L. Redding

Do you know that Senator Borah
declared for the repeal of the 15th
Amendment to the Constitution
saying it was a "'mistake” to give
Negroes the vote?

Do you know what Senator Borah
said about Negro women and the
ballot during the debate on
women's suffrage?

Do you know what Senator Borah
said about Negro soldiers after

the 25th Infantry — Brownsville,

Tex., affair?

Do you know that Senator Barah
“"sympathizes deeply’” with the
South because it has to "bear the
burden" of the Negro? And that
he thinks the North "can afford
to listen to the requests of our
southern friends?"

Do you know that Mr. Borah, if
President, would veto anti-lynch-
ing laws without giving the courts
a chance to pass on them?

Read All About the “Liberal’” Senator from Idaho in
THE CRISIS for March

Mr. Redding has written his article
STRICTLY FROM THE RECORD of
Mr. Borah in the U. 8. Senate. Negroes

and their friends cannot afford to miss this

picture of the man who wants to be Presi-
dent. We don't think the Republican
leaders in certain states can afford to miss
it, either.

OUT FEBRUARY 25, 1936

THE CRISIS

69 FIFTH AVENUE
15 cents a copy

NEW YORK, N. Y.
$1.50 a year




MEMORANDUM FOR MRS, ROOSEVELT

THE PRESIDENT HRXS SEEN,




Febru. ¢y 19, 1336

Dear Hr. Wnite:

I have glven your lettdr very
careful considerstion, because I would
like to do what you ask, The Deuocratic
Convention, as you xnow, ls on Juue 23d,
and I underatund from ay eldest son th.t
if ©ll yoes well, he hopes to h.ve & boat
und husbund and the boys will go off on
a4 crulse together. They wlsl. to end up : t
Campobello Island, so I will L.ve to go up
:; opan the house asd be there to rocelve

e,

If they do not get away until after
July 5, it wmay be posalble for me to do as
you uai, but I Sacf quite sure thot they
will be getting to Cumpobello thut week-end,
Therefore, I thinx I should refuse your
very kind invitation.

I jm ..ore thin sorry, but, all things
consldered, it may help you more by my not
belang too wuch in evideice during the aext
few months.

Very siucercly yours,

Mr. Walter Whnite

80



February 14, 1936

Mrs., Franklin D, Rnosev&lt;
The White Houge,
¥ashington, D, C.

Dear Mra. Roozevelt:
I em enclosing Walter White's letter,

I have given the question pretty careful thought as to N
whether his invitation is the best one for you to ac-

cept, or whether some other might”"be preferable. At

least one, and perhaps more than one, of the Negro

colleges and universities is anticipating extending an
invitation to you to address their commencement exercises,

I feel, however, that it would be very difficult for you

to aveid jealousy between the colleges. ~ You will alse,

no doubt, be under the necessity of turning dovn s number "
of invitations to white institutions, and if you did that

end accepted the Negro invitation that would be extremely
diffieult for you.

On the other hand, the National Associotion for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People 1= very widely representutive;
you would speak to a very large audience of middle-class
Negroes; it is held near o Washington and does not there—
fore involve & trip into the deep South, where the problem
iz more acute. Altogether this seems to me probably the
beat oecasion for you. Whether the dates fit and whether g
you con spare the time, of coursge, is not my prohblem, but
I believe if T were choosing an oceasion to Elve cne more
address to the Negroes I would accept Walter Whitelg
invitation.

Bincerely yours,

200 Washington Building, 9
Weshington, D. C,
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HOARD OF DIRRCTONS
Allaska A, T, Waldes

Beeton CoriMuty . My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Cambridge, Mass. Prof. Manley (. Hudssn
Charleston, W. Ve T. 0. Maller

Chisags Clarsnos Darrow I have been turning over in mi mind the conversa-
Claveland v, Japh W, M tion 1 had with you recently in which you told me that
gl ki gy you thought you should make only one speech to a Negro
Tintralbd Hoo. Irw W, dures eudience this spring. I have in mind also your state-

tsports, Mas.  William Alken Whits ment that your only chance to get away for a rest would
Sl X, OGASE M. robably be during July after the Conventjon. It is a
o "B 1ittle difficult for me to dissoclate myself from my

w, Huichasa .
Marion Cu 1
#.“".%?E‘.E‘f:"m official capacity and I frankly admit that I am not
Lewia £ Guasctt - o] together unselfish. But believe me to be entirely
?H;‘:wﬁu“ﬁﬁ " sincere and as objective as possible when I say that
cal arperw, uiva - both for the Administration's sake and ours I really do
el ovisaics  pot believe you could choose & better occasion for that
o B Bolagurn . single speech than at the closing mass meeting of our
+E Tonr  Tyenty-seventh Annual Conference at Baltimore on Sunday

Dir, Lovis T. Wrighkt J
Werthamples, gy, Wiklinm Aliss Hellsos afternoon, July Sth.

Oklabeus Oy  Moscos Dunjse

Thndsghle lmadues Mamtn Because of 1ts location, close to large centers of
e s, Tx. Wi ik Dalleery  EETD gnpulntion as well as of the most liberal and

DISER " Fu Ashae S intelligent white Eolmlntiﬂn, Baltimore is the ldeal

Wakisgios® Moy 4 Brows agnt for our 1936 Convention. It is estimated that we

charles idward Russell L4171 have between 1500 and 2000 delegates and visitors.

samonar 1woas comsntes  For the Sunday afternoon meeting, if you are the

Chalruan Arthur B Bsingars principal speaker, we plan to organize speclal auto-

Fhisem el gy el moblle, bus and traindelegations from all the points

Cumlerbign Mass. Fults Frankiueioe within & radius of five hundred miles of Baltlimore.

Charlesion, W.¥a. T, 0. Natter

Colurabla, 8.0, M. J. Froderick We will thus be able to present you with a very large

]

B

How o ;EE-% and representative group of people, both white and
u:_uhzﬁ colored, who are interested in the race problem.
m [T
.'wi_“;&n. u_...".E.:.. ﬂla-r&uﬂtmnw, t.'lﬂ tssocintinnhia atmtlydngn-
oo <5 partisan. are wi e no speeches pe tte ¥ party
Wikiniaglea, Del. Louis 1. Redstng spokesmen. bDut you would be above party affiliation
angd your presence there would do an infinite amount of
good.

1 hope, therefore, you will decide to make that

27th ANNUAL CONFERENCE, BALTIMORE, MD., JUNE 30th - JULY 5th, 1936
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#2 - Mrs. Roosevelt 2/4/56

W

single speech at Baltimore on Sunday afternoon, July 5th.

Eﬂrm

Secretary.

May we count on you?

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

-
L1

wwiCTF



Fabruary 20, 1936 \ \ et

Dear Ur. Wnites .

Thuuk you very wuch for sending
thia ltitar? The President snd I think
it 13 very whvsing.

Very alncerely yours,

s : =
Walter White
69 Fifth Avenne
New York
5 letter from Prin.of Fopt Valley Ga. Normal School
re political situation
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My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:
The enclosed letter from Mr. Horne,
teting Principal of the Fort Valley Normal end

Industrial School, whom I know very well, will

WALTER WHITE
Ror WiLKine

WiLLiAM FicEnns

DINLCTOR OF BREAWCHER

Daisy E. LANFEIN

FIELD BECRETARY

CHamLis H. HousToM
SPECIAL COUNBTL

JuaniTh E. JacksoM
BPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE

February 10, 1976

be interesting to you and the President &nd

perhaps to #r. Farley.

I should like to have

it back when you shall have finlshed with 1t.

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

WW/RE

Ever sincgrely,

Secretl
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Hawsin H. Bu
Hos, uR
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Gamils Gadtiashliciane

anE DIRECTOR OF BRANCHIE

% EPECIAL COUNSEL

Juawita E. JacEsom
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““February 28, 1936 { |

BOAKD OF DIRSCTOES dj T L J\J
Allsata | A T Waldsn ear Mre. Roosevelt: J
Haltlmors Durl Murphy i o
i . P o ot I tried to reach you by telephone while an
s 5=, Washington this week but wae unible to do so begalae
P L 35-—”-,;:1:”-“' of your 8bsence from the city. I was told at_the
st t?‘w I White House that you were to he away for thg“week. As
Dekratk Men. Lra W, darme the matter which I wished to diecduss with -you is so
Emperia, Kas.  Wiliae atin wate pressing and grave, I am writing you instead of walting
Newark, .4, Gracs B, Fundsrson until I can dieocues it with you personally.
MNew Vork %Ihﬁl-
Hitr B Deitny I am very much disturbéd by some of the
Lawhgossn things I learned at Washington this week. I well
pr. Williuz Ligrd I pegld ge that in a8n election ye&r controversial issues
H Lshmsn o rg unoomfortable for members of the Congress, especlally
those who are vo stand for reelection. But there seems
to be timidity on the part of a good mény people on the
Garar i oy ‘matter of lynching or any other issue affecting the
briswT Wres  Negro To 8n extraordinary degree, which, added to the
NerhalZ  Dr Wil Alws Nelsnhogti 11ty of certain southern senators to any fomrm of
R | action against lynching, makes the outlook distinctly
Se. Laula Hitnay L Redmond discourfiging., I don't &8s & rule pay much attentlon to
e B e g mmors, especially in Washington; but several persons
Wace, Taas R D. Erass told me that an order had gone out this week from the

HATIONAL 1LEGAL DHHMTITTEE

Uhalrmas
Chicage

Ciined Biward husest  Democratic National Committee advising Democratic

sengtore and congressmen to &vold all controversial
e R issues, This report, naturally, did not add any hope
Qarsess Pagpow for action on lynching.

ambridgs, Masa Fells Frankfurise
Chhaskosth WoVL- 2. L Mol Here 18 the situation with resird to the

Colmmbla, B. C. N J. Fredarick

h.rﬁm" Yan Nuys Resolution: The Senate Committee on Audit
ﬁ Huawica and Control is deadlocked, Senators Byrnes and Bachman
‘“'*'m..:_ opposing che resolution, and 3Jenators Tydings and

G i St Townsend favoring it. Senator Van Nuys told me that

Flitsburgh, Fa.  Homer i Brosn

Telndn, Olls

Jease B Hasilp he had discussed the matter with Senator Byrnes and

Wikmingten: D, Lowt L. Fadding” that ne (Senator Ven Nuye) had hope of working out a

means of getting the resolution reported favorably to the Senate
and &t the same time permitting Senator Byrnes to go on record,
for home consumptlion, as belng opposed to the resolution.

On January 2 the President told me that he
wished some sort of action by thils Conszresas on lynching. Apparently,

27th ANNUAL CONFERENCE, BALTIMORE, MD., JUNE 30th - JULY S5th, 1936
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Mre. Eleanor Roosevelt - 3

. there i8 little hope of getting tone Costigin-Wagner Bill up for

debate and. vote. Attorney General Cumminge, with whom I talked
again on Wednesday, has made & very careful study of the Supreme
court'e decleion ‘7 the Googch case (irthur Gooch vs, United States
of America, #569), and he is of the dpinion thet Mr, Justioe
McReynolde in writing the declslon gpufficiently stressed possible
pecuniary advantage to the kidnapper to make it doubtful that the
kidnappers o. Olaude Neal could pe punished under the Lindbergh
Fidnapping Law.

Thus we face & situation where there ie llttle 1ikelihood
of action on the Costigan-Wagner BEill, no possibility of acgtion by
the Department of Justice ageinst the kidnapoers of Claude Neal,
and either the killing in committee of the Van Nuys Hesplutlon or
its being held up so long and the amount of money for the investigi-
tion cut so drastically &s to make it useless.

: I am not making a.plei for the N.A.A,0.P, or for myself
personglly, but here is the plight in which this debacle puts us:

In the first place, some of our most faithful friends
in working for the Costigan-Wagner Bill gquestion our suoport of the
Tan Huis Pesolution, For example, & very imnportant official of the
v.%.0.4A. believes that the N.A.A.C.P. and I have made & very serlous
tagtical blunder in supporting the Van Nuys Resolution inetead of
the Oostigen-Wagner Bill, She writes, “The general resentment on
the pért of states about federal tenoopers' is much that to prouote
this resolution may jeopardigze our campaign for the anti-lynching
bi1l, 7T regard the Van Nuys Resolutlon as a gort of alibi for our
friends in the Sen&te, unconsclous as they may be, Some day when I
see you I will tell you what le haspening to some of them this
election year," : -

You can well imagine what will be the reasction of thie
i{ndividual and others like her, concerning whose eincerity and
friendship there c&n be no question whatever, if there is further
delay on the Van Nuys Resolution or 4f 1t 1s killed or emasculated,
Theee friends &t least will not be denunclatory in their astitude
ghould this happen, The name cannot be said of our enemies and
critics.

Just & fortnight ago more than & thousand persons paid
their own expensee to atftend & "National Negro Qongrezes" in Chicago. .
The N.A.A.C.P, refused to participate in or to mdorse this Congress,
first, becRuse we were not given sufficient information about its
sponsorship, progr®m or DUrposes, and, second, because there were
too many rumors that it was belng pushed in some respectis by
Communists and in others by HRepublicans, But at this Congrese
statements were made especially critical of the W.A.,A.0.P., to the
effect that we had been promising action against lynchingy ana failed
to show any results, I do not know yet who the sponeors were of the
meeting in Chicago, but ¢che epirit of unrest and revolt which it
represented is not in the main an artificially stimulated one but is




fu:s. Eldanor Roosevelt - 2

instead an expreseion of & widespread dissatisfactionwhich cannot
and ghould not be ignored,

Investigation eince I last saw you has established that
there were twenty—-five authenticated lynchings during 1935, nine-
teen of them after the filibuster; there &re six B.l:miticnﬂ.l clpes
being investigated; there were uluven cages where the mob spirit
rran 80 hich that troope with drawn bayonete, machine guns, tear gas
bombe and the like were necessary to protect prieoners while they

being tried; and there were fifty-five cages, involvin- & total
f elzhty-five parmna where lynchinze were na.:r:ruwl:.r averted by
e augmenting o é.a removal of prisoners and the like,Students
f the lynching ai uation like Dr., Arthur Raper of the Interrcoial
ommission and Judge Orville Parks of Georgia declare that &n averted
ynching of thie sort is fundamentally as serious as & consumnated
:.rnchin?, in that it shows the presence of potential lynechin-, If
thie point of view be accepted, one will realigze how very serious
the situatlon 1s growing when there were one hundred and twenty-
Beven cages in & aingle year of actugl or potential lynching. This
will amply explain the rapldly growing and very widespread feeling
regarding inactlion on the Costigan-Wagner Bill or the Van Nuys
Resolution. Now that warm weather is coming when people can gather
out of doors I look for a resumption of lynchings,

Please forgive me for writing at such length and in such
a gloomy vein, But I have returned from Washinzton more discouraged
than I have ever before. I think it 18 a very serious mistake to
agsume that it will be eafer politically to pass the buck and dod:re
the issue simply becfuse thie is an election year. Such & course
im&y concelvably coet in November far more than will be p2ined by
letting the Costigan-Wagner Bill and the Van Nuys Resolution be
strancled to death,

If you will du g0, I would be glad if you would share

these facts with the President. Should elther you or he wish me to
do so, I shall be glad to talk them over with you at your convenience,

Ever nincerﬂly. ? E

ecretar:,r

Hras., Eleanor Rooeevelt
The White House
Washington, D. 0. :

WW/RR



March 7, 1936 R

My dear Mr. Whitet

Hrs, Roosevelt asks me to
thank you for sending her the March
number of "Crisis® and for calling
her attention bo the speclsl article.

Very sincerely yours,

falvina T. Schelder
Secretary to
Mra, Roosevelt 0

Mr, Walter nlte
69 Fifth Avenue
Kew York

H.X.
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689 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK

TELEPHONE ALsomouin 4

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

ass

March 4, 1938

~\Y

rLr_- ’QJ
] 'F !
/"

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

1
WALTER WHITE
Ror WiLkine
ABBISTANT BECRETARY
WiLLIAM PicKEMS
DINECTOR GF BRANCHES

Darsy E Lamrin
FIELD SECRETARY

CHarLes H. Houstowm
SPECIAL COUNBEL

Jusmita E Jacksow
BPECIAL ANSISTANT TO THe
SECRETARY

BECRETARY

You and the President will ;

doubtless be interested in the article,

"Boreh - What Dges He Stand For?" by
Louis L. Redding which appears in the

March Crisis, copy of which I send you

under separate cover.

Ever sincergly

Secretary

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt

The White House
Washington, D. C. 2

WW/RR
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How de your Senators and Congressmen stand on the Costigan-Wagner Anti-T yonching Bill?
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/~James I, Greenhow ,Hnntll Co

March 16, 1936

My dear Mr, White: '

Mrs. Roosevelt asks me to send
you the enclosed letter. She wonders 1T
you know aoything sbout this and would
appresiate whatever informeticn you could
glve her,

Very sinosrely yours,

Malvina T. Scheider
Searatary to
Mra. Roosevelt.

Mr. Walter White
89 Fifth Avenus
New York, New York

e

- -operative Business League of Toledo,
Ztkes lrs. R's aid in establishing a homestead,

0o



UFFICE OF THE ATTOHNEY GENEHAL
Washington, D. C.

March 6, 19386.

Mr. walter white, ;

Secretary, National Assoclation fér the
Advancement of Colored People,

89 Fifth Avenue,

New York, New York.

My dear Mr. White:

‘1 have your letter of March 3, in which you
inclose a proposed bill to extend the scope of the
Federal kidnapping law. 0

* As the matter is primarily |gne of broad
leglslative policy, I suggest that)jour proposal
should be submitted to the Congress.rather than to
the executive branch-of the. uvernméh%;

#.-./
A careful study of
the Supreme Court of the.
case confirms me in th ew that the Department
would not be wa d inh proceeding under the present
statute in th?i au eal-matter.

e recent decision of
ted “tates in the Gooch

| Sincerely yours,

> t.._..ﬂ""(‘/r *
Siined} Homer Cummings

(;M J) ttornay General.
\\M /)&
R




TELEGRAM

2POD 47 DL mfp ﬂ[‘fﬂe ﬁmmz )[ ‘ . I
. 3 r'fl /
. Mashington - /
BY New York NY 306pm March 26 1¢3e

Mrs Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Last Friday Scnator Syrnes advised Senator VanNuys his resolution

would be taken up by Audit and Control Committee Frifay March twenty
seventh. Have just buen advised authoritatively that plans apparently

Walter White
435pmd

T



Merch 18, 1938

My desar Nr. Tite:

I hava apoken to the Presidant
about your lstter of February 28 con=
gerning the Costigan-Wagner Bill., He
BAYSE, in view of the fact that he 1s only
ssking thres thihgs of Socngreas,he doas
aot see how be could specify this parti-
sular bill. Of courss hs is quite willing
that i% should be pushed by Congress it-
= self, and I fesl guite sure he will give

it any help he ean.

Very aincersly yoursy

Mr. Wolter White ;
Hat'l. hss'n, for the adw, of C. P.
89 Fifth Avenue, N.Y.C.

DD



THE WHITE HCOUSE
WASHINGTON

- March 9, 1838.
MEMORANDUM FOR E. R.

In view of the simple faot that
1 keep repeating to Senate and House
leaders that the White House asks only
three things of this Congress (ap-
propriations, a tax bill and a relief
©bill), and that all other legislation
is in the discretion of the Congress,
I think that no exceptions can be made
at this session. If an exception is
made in one case it would have to be

made in many others.

F. D. R.
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February 28, 189Z6

Dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

I tried to reach you by telephone while in
Washington this week but was unable to do so because
of your sbsence from the clty. I was told at the
White House that you were to be away for the week. As
the matter which I wished to discuss with you 1s so
pressing and grave, 1 am writing you instead of walting
ontil I can discuss it with you personally.

1 am very much disturbed by some of the
things I learned at Washington this week. I well
realize that in an election year controverslial 1ssues
are uncomfortable for members of the Congress,especlally
those who are to stand for reelection. But there seems
to be timidity on the part of a goocd many people on the
matter of lynching or any other 1ssue affecting the
Negro to an extraordinary degree, which, added to the
hostility of certain southern senators to any form of
action against lrnch;ng, makes the outlook distinectly
discouraging. I don t as a rule pay much attention to
rumors, especially in Washington; but seversl persons
told me that an order had gone out this week from the
Democratic Natlonal Committee advising Pemocratic
senators and congressmen to avold all controversial
issues. This report, naturally, did not add any hope
for action on lynching- |

: Here 1s the situation with regard to the !
Van Muys Resolution: The Senate Committee on Audit
and Control 1s deadlocked, Senators Byrnes and Bachman
opposing the resolution, and Senators Iydings and
Tomsend favoring it. ©Senator Van Nuys told me that
he had discussed the matter with Senator Byrnes and
that he (Senator Van Nuys) had hope of working out a
enate

and at the same time permitting Senmator Byrnes to go on record,
- for home consumption, as belng opposed to the resclutlen.

| some sort of action by this Congress on lynching.

On January £ the President told me that he wlshed

27tk ANMNUAL CONFERENCE, BALTIMORE, MD,, JUNE b - JULY Sth. 196
ENDORSED BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 218 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
Heow da your Senators and Congressmen stand on the Costigan-Waguer Aned Lvaching Bill?

T —— —



Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt - 2

there 1s little hope of getting the Costigan-Wagner Bill up for
debate and vote. Attorney Oeneral Cummings, with whom I talked
again on Wednesday, has made & very careful study of the Supreme
Court's decision in the Gooch case (Arthur Gooch vs. Onited Btstes
of America, #559), and he is of the opinion that Mr. Justice {
McReynolds in writing the decision suffieiently stressed possible |
pecuniary adventage to the kidnapper to make 1t doubtful that the
kidnappers of Claude Neal could be punished under the Liadbergh
Kidnapping Law. \

\
Thus we face a situation where there 1s 1little likelihood |
of action on the Costigen-Wagner Bill, no possibility of sction by
the Department of Justice against the kidnappers of Claude Neal, ;
and either the killing in committee of the Vean Nuys Resolution or
its being held up sd long and the amount of money for the investiga-
tlon cut so drastically as to make it useless.

I am not making a plea for the N.A.A.C.P. or for my self
personally, but here 1s the plight in which this debacle puts us:

In the first place, some of our most failthful friends
in working for the Costigan-Wagner Bill question our support of the
Van Nuys Resolution. For example, a very important officlal of the
Y.W.C.A. believes that the N.A.A.C.P. and I have made & very serlous
tactical blunder in supporting the Van Nuys Resolution instead of
the Costigan-Wagner Bill. B8he writes, "The general resentment on
the part of states about federal 'snoopers' is such that to promote
this resolution may jeopardize ou r campaign for the anti-lynching
bill. T regard the Van Nuys Resolution as a sort of alibi for our

in the Senate, unconscious as they may be.Bome day when I
Seée you I will tell you what is happening to some of them this
election year."

You can well imagine what will be the reaction of this
individual and others like her, concerning whose sincerity and
friendship there can be no question whatever, i1f there 1s further
delay on the Van Nuys Resolution or if it is killed or emesculated.
These friends at least will not be denunciatory in their attitude
nhfuld this heppen. The same cannot be said of our enemies and
eritics.

Just a fortnight ago more thap a thousand persons pald
their own expenses to attend a "National Negro Congress" in Chicago.
The N.A.A.C.P. refused to participate in or to endorse this Congress,
first, because we were not given sufficient information about its
sponsorship, program or purposes, and, second, because there were
too many rumors that it was being pushed in some respects hy
Communists and in others by Republicans. But at this Congress
statements were made especially critical of the N.A.A.C.P., to the
effect that we had been promising action against lynching and failed
to show eny results. I do not lmow yet who the sponsors were of the
meeting in Chicago, but the spirit of unrest and revolt which it
represented 1s not in the main an artificially stimulated one but is

]



Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt - &
£

instead an e ression of a widespread dissatisfaction which cannot
and should not be ignored.

Investigation since I last saw you has established that
there were twenty-five authentieated lynchings during 1925, nine-
teen of them after the filibuster; thers are six additional cases
belng investigated; there were eleven casesvhere the mob spirit
ran so high that troops with drawn bayonets, machine guns, tear gas
bombs and the like were necessary to pruhnc§ prisoners while they
were being tried; and there were fifty-five cases, Involving a total
of elghty-five persons, where lynchings were narrowly averted by
the sugmenting of guards, removgl of prisoners and the like. Students
of the lynching situation like Pr, Arthur Raper of the Interracial
Commission and Judge Yrville Parks of Ueorgia declare that an averted
lynching of this sort is fundamentally as serious as a consummated
lynching, in that it shows the presence of potentisl lynching. If
this point of view be accepted, one will realize how very serious
the situation is growlng when there were one hundred and twenty-
seven cases in a single year of actual or potential lynching. This
will amply explain the rapldly growlng and very widespread feeling
regarding inaction on the Costigan-Wagner Bill or the Van Nuys
Resolution. MNow that warm weather is coming when people can gather
out of doors I look for a resumption of lynchings.

Please fnrfiva me for writing at such length and in such
a gloomy vein. But I have returned from Washington more discouraged
than I have ever before. I think it 1s a very serlous mistake to
assume that 1t will be safer politically to pass the buck and dodge
the issue simply because this 1s an election year. ©Such a course
may cnnuaivagly cost in November far more than will be gained by
letting the Costigan-Wagner Bill and the Van Nuys Resolution be
strangled to death.

If you will do so, I would be glad if you would share

these facts with the President. Should elther you or he wish me to
do so, I shall be glad to talk them over with you at your convenience.

Ever sincerely,
“Nabieerass

Secretary

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

¥W/RR




Msroh 19, 1936

My dsar Mr, White:

Before I received your letter today I
had besn in to the President, talking tp him about
your letter enclosing that of the Attorney Oeperal.
I told him that 1t scemed rather terrible that one
could get nothing done and that I did not blame you
in the least for fesling there wus no interest ino
this very serious question. I asked him if there
ware any posaibility of getting even one step taken,
apd he said the difficulty is that it is unconsti-
tutional apparently for the Federnl Governoent to
step in in the lynching situation. The Government
has only bewn mllowed to do anything about kidnap-
plog becsuse of its interstate aspect, and even that
has not as yet been appealed mc they are not sure
that 1t will be declared constitut ional,

The President fesls that lynching is
.4 guest lon of eduostion in the states, rallying
good eitizens, and creating public opinlon so that
the localitiss themselves will wipe it out. How-
ever, if it were done by a NHortheraer, it will
bave an antagonistic effect. I will talk to him
agaln about the Vam Nuys resclution and will try
to talk also to Semator Byroes and get his point
of view, I sm deeply troubled about the whole _
situation as it sesme to be & terrible thing to
stapd by and let it continue and feel that one can-
mot speak out as to his feeling, I think your next
step would be to talk to the more prominent membors
of the Senate.

Very sincerely yours,

Mr. Walter White
&9 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York

81D
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March 16, 18938

Dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

I made seversl attempts to secure

an appointment with the President last week

but was unsuccessful.

I thereupon, on my

return to New York, wrote him; and I am sending

Ever sincareli, ! ga
\‘--.____d.rr" g

you copy of my letter.

5t Louls Eidpay R Fedmand Secretary
avplud-ll.l.“:-n. v \:::uwu Chalbarey
Tugrkn, Hon r Uagper
i s D M Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
Waskingies RS Badar Ruseell The White House
3 Washington, D. C.
NATIONAL LEOAL CUMMITTER
halrman Arthur B Bplagarc
wovn T, O e Wil

“larlesian, W' %
:.:ﬂ-nhlhl.l..‘-. H. J. Fredsrick IRH -
Few Vork Morris Lo

A Gt

i

iarbart on

it 1 Busdta
Fitisburgh, e, Home! B Brown
Toleds, (rhla Juasa B Heallp
i nshbigien, 10,0, Willem I, Haustls
Wilmlsgpton, Del. Lould L. Redding
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March 14, 1938

My dear Mr, President;

I wish to place before you a disturbing
#i tuation with Il#l!‘ﬂ to the Van Nuys Hesolution
which I found in Washington 8 week, T mride Beven
atteapts to reach Mr, Molntyrpl or Mr, Keirney in an
effort to meocure an appointmept to discusas this with
you but was unable to talk wi them,

I am infomed that the te Committee on
iudit and Control is d ocked over report of the
bill, It is reported that Senators Jemes F, Byrnes
of Bouth Oarolina than L, Raghman of Tennessee

are bitter o A favorable report, while
Sepators J Jr., of Delawars and
Millaxd T, ryland favor the resolution.
I i ¢ -d that Senator Byrnas refuses
aven to ing of his coumittes to consider
the Yan %ion. 1

"7 Oon d inaotion on the part of
(] ttes 8 ralsed widespread suspicion and re-
sentmaent fkong white and Negro Americins who ypant to
Es® som g done about lynching, In view of' the
fl.ﬂ th -I.I.to:r Bymmes is generally umﬂu ed
yous Al spokemsan on the floor of tha Jenate,
th-u is widespreasd speculation as to whether or not
his hostility to the Van Nuys Resolution is due to

ersonAl . Teasons or beoauss he i3 acting under

. instruotions, May I add personally that T am loathe
to believe the latter?

Staunch supporters of the Costipan-Wagner
; Bill are gritical of what they consider ts ba &

compromise in our suppert of the Van Ih 8 Hesolution.
Many of these persons quite seriously bellieve that thase of us who
have been Aotive in the fight ugunlt lyneching should press for
sotion on the Costigsm—¥agner Bill and make tha bill #n issue .
during 1938, You will therefore realize how excesdingly embarrassing
and diffioult a position Semator Byrnee' reputed opmeltion to the

e ————



Hon, rranklin D, Roosevelt = 2

Van Muys fesolution is causing.

¥lease belleve that 1 am not sxaggerdtin, when I say
that the situation is exoeedingly oritiecal,

I wished alsc to discuss with you certain steps with
regard to anti=lynching legislation in the House of !llepresenta-
tives, But when I ocould not get in touch with Mr, MoIntyr: of
M7, Xearney, despite repeated efforts, we had to proceed with
theae steps.

1 shall prebably return to Washingion on Tusaday, the
17th, and 4f 1t is convenient would 1like to confer with you for
a fer minutes, on any day between Tuesday and Friduy.

Respectful
'FLH. gnnd‘k’lu ter White

IKI"t b H

Hon, Franklin D, Roosevelt -”/U

The White House S

Washington, D, O. \<
: AR ~

. '\:/‘
i

et ™
P8, - 1Ianm losin }uumr of "The Mob Btill Rige "
Just ll;zé-hr tha Commiseion aon Inter-
x-# ' tion at Atlanta, Ceorgla, which
~THope 4111 find times to rTead, -i.

'

|
/
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Allnsis e T, Waldan
s s Ko AR My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:
Cambridge, Mass, Prof, Manley 8 Hudson

Uharleslien, W.¥a T. 0. Noiter

1 hioage Ulnrenie Darsow
Clovelasd  on, Harzy B Davia I do not want to make a nuisance of
iR N i myself but the enclosed copy of letter from
Uistrult lion. ira W. durue the Attorney General, in which you will note
Kasporta; Kns. Sralm Al Wath that he declines tactfully to sponsor an
ek Lillian *"""“‘"‘“:.l::m amendment to the Lindbergh law which would

Harion & " include kidnapings for the purpose of lynching

iiachal Divis Dl Bola or injuring victims, is affirmation of my

Hov. o Hayoos Holmes somewhat gloomy letter to you of February £8th.

e H et You will note also his final opinion that in

w#‘m““" view of and despite the decision of the United

h ﬁ&m‘:m Supreme Court in the Gooch case he still does

Ciuarisd 1 Bilau not feel that the Department of Justice can

Fevas Wil move against the kidnapers and lynchers of N
Nerthampien,  pc wiam Aliss Nelson Claude Neal at Marianna, Florida, on October i
Olabosns Cly  Hosoos Dunjes 26, 1934. :‘} "./I‘}
- R AV,

v, Wiliam N. Dellerry | |] ‘1 expec e ashington Tuesda oo
s ot | vening, March 10th, to remain lia‘gn several g&ys. \f# oo
Washingion  Wioriing A Brows 1f you can find time in your busy schedule and o = e

wish to discuss this I can be reached at the T
NATIUNAL LEGAL COMMITTER Dodge Hotel. ¥

Chalrnan Arthur B. Bplogare

Edward H. Morris
st - il Ever si

W.a. 7. . Nuttr er sincgrely,

Hew Yark L Ernat

S....:“E""‘“‘"

ME‘:I“ i Secretary.
b g s e i Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt i

Washington, IA', Willlam M, Hasibe
Wilmbaglen, Dal Louls L. Feddling

The Wnite House
Washington, D. C.

Wwii: CTF
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6)_4./

your letter of March

16th and am writing to Toledo to get the

facts.

as soon as it is

Miss Malvina T.

received.

1 shall pass information on to you

Ever sincerely,

ecretary. » |

Schelder

Becretary to Mrs. Elesnor Roosevelt

The wWhite House
Washington, D. C

Wh:CTF
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My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

-
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BECEETARY

Here is self-explesnatory copy of

telegram we have todey addressed to the.

Attorney General inguiring upon what theory

the Lepartment of Justice 1s investizating

the alleged kidnaping of Paul H. Vendel in

the Hauptmann case and asking if the Depart-

ment will now proceed against the Claude Neal

kiounapers.

Ever sincerely,

Mrs. BEleanor Hoosevelt
The Wnite House
Washington, L. C.

wii: CTF

Secretary.
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Lgy Letter

From: New York City. ; April
' 11:05

To1

Hon, Homer &, Cummings, Attorney Ueneral
Department of Justice
washington, L. C.

MaY 4k LNGUlie Ui sdel YHedRY LePaildedl Jr JUsulle 1o
alisGel KILNAPLNG PaUL f WENLEL 1N HABPTMANE Uabo GTOP
0F PsCUNLAKY MOYIVE LAlS16 SIOP  we KNOW d4 NONe oTOP
IHERLFORL ASK AGALN LAPARIMBND OF JUSTICE K¥ORCE Lang

5, 19-6
A-i “"

INVeslIGALInG
wdaT IHELIHY
WE

Qr lHE

UBLTED Suraicd IMPARLlaLLY adu wliHOUT L.nhh\h paLl On boCLIONAL

PrEdULICes On POLLLICAL mx.lu-;lpﬂa/;:, 0P PLEaSE slVIos Us IF
Py

DEPAKTMENT wILL NOw ¢nOUERL AGAINGY

itepbecretary
Hational napuciﬁ n for dvancnnant of Colored
lEB Firthlnvunua

'u ‘ i

LaUle Neal AILHAPERS

People



k

April 7, 19m8,

Wy dear Mrs. Scheider)

The Dgpartnent of Justice is nat ionveati-
gating the Wendol casa, I replied to lir. Wnite's
telegraa, and, for your information, enclose a copy
tharsof,

Undgr these elrconstances, I fuggest that
LI Mra. Rpose¥plt depirss to reply to the unsiyned
letter, apparently written by Mr, White, phe could -
Properly say in substance that she is inforsed that
the Dapartment of Jystics ia not investigating the
%onddl case, and that the Attorney General has tela—
Ersphed to Mr, Walte to that effact,

Bincersly yours,

Mre. Malvins 7. Scheider,
Tha White Houss, ;



ﬁBC:ﬁUB
April &, L9%6.

Walter White,
Hational association for Advancement of Colored People,
63 Fifth Avenue,

lew York, . Y.

THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE IE NOUI MAKING ANY INVESTIGATION IN
THE CASE TO WilICH YOU REFER.

HOWER CUMMINGS



THE ATTORMEY GEMERAL
WASHINGTON

fi
\-l f April 7, 1926,
J '

My dear Mrs. Scheider:

The Dapartuent of Justice is not investd-
gating the Wendel case. I replied to Mr. Walte's
telegrau, and, for your informatlon, enclose a copy
thereof.

Under these clrcumstances, I suggest that
if Mrs. Roosevelt desires to reply to the uneigned
letter, apparently written by Mr. White, she could
properly say in substance that she is informed that
the DNepartment of Justice 1s not investicatin: the
Wendel case, and that the Attorney General hos tele-
graphed to Mr. White to that effect.

e

/w;/j

fre. Malvina T, Scheider,
The Walte Houee,
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AL OF DUUECTONS . i I
Allants A T. Walden |
Iialiiirn Carl Murphy '
Hantes Jessph Prince Loud
mmn—.w.mro.um|
1““‘."-.-1:..!1“!” ‘/
b T Seaann W, Michsison My dear Wrs. Hoosevelt: /
RETT ) Enn.l E. Davia
Denver L. H. Lightras
Lredrudl

I am ter'ribly sorry that the people I

Eas, willlam Allen Wele

Newark, N.J.  Grace B Feaderson asked to get the Information you wished about

ity e Hiutoiiens O Blao dr. Brakil have just now replied. Here is the
'{ﬁ R letter which, unfortunately, does not zive very
a4 ¢ =1 mach information. I am sending it on to you,
or, Willlam Lie however, so that you may ses that I dic not
jﬁ."‘n.-mwu.ﬁ forget my promise to try to get the information.
fw-;_wm"'““ I am writing to our E?ringfield (I1L.)
fhas  ener dranch to get what informetion I can about him
Eratl T Wrignt which I will send on to you. ;

Worhmmples,  pp, willam Allan Neilsos

5i. Loals Sy &, Mt Bver sincerely, /

sprisgficld, Muss, Pav, Wiillam N, Dubleriy

Tuprkai, Kaa Haon, Arthur Oappar

Waro, Trass L D Evans

Washingion Bierticg A Brown
Charies Edward Fussall

NATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTEE ¥ .
Chalrnan Arthur L. Bplogars

Cleage Ll prwnos
Edward Marrls

Cambridges, Mass, Feilz Frankfurter
{ hrleslon, W.¥s. T. 0. Naller

s+ face B Mrs. kleanor Roosevelt .
Harl (1]
ey washington, D. L.
m—& g

Fittsburgh, Pu.  lomer 8. Brown

Toleds, Dbl Juawn H, Vieallp

Wsshington, 15,00, Willem FL Hustls
Wilnslngtss, Del. Loubs L. Reddlng

wusCTE
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THE YOUNG Wik No CBRISTLAN ~SSOCIATION

of Chicago
| '
South Parkway Branch ana Resfidence

' 4559 South Parkway

R
50
&

I8 6

Miss Frances Willizms

800 Lexington Avenue

National Soard Y.w.C.h.

dew York, d.Y. C

Lear Frances:

Encloseg are the coples of the letter from

" Williem brakil to wrs. Hoosevelt and the letter from N.A.E.C.E

to you.

mr. William Brakil is not in Chicago, Illinols. "He has been
rooming with relatives at 4340 Michigsn hve., Apt. 3. He can
be located at 1611 Clifton ave., Springfield, Illinois. Mr,
Brukil has been unemployed and since he was unable to locate
work in Chiceago he returned to Springfield zbout five or six
weeks ago. He has applied for several Civil Service Jobs. The
notice for the Post Office examination came after he had re-
turned to bpringfiﬁlﬁ, so he missed it. He now awaits the

exuminution for Policeman.

il

1 sincerely hope you will be able to locate him through some
person in Springfield. -
Very truly yours,
{uighed} Thelma Kirkpatrick

’ Industrial Secrastary
TR/ v
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April 13, 1936.

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

1 want you to see the enclosed memo-
randum to the washington correspondents,
which will give you the present status of
our efforts to get the anti-lynching bill
brought up in the House of Representatives.

-1 am leaving for Washington tonight
and will be at the Dodge Hotel Tuesday,
hednesday and possibly Thursuay and Friday.
Should you wish to daiscuss this or any other
matter with me, I shall be at your command
&5 always.

Ever singerely,

Sacretary

Mrs. Franklin U. Roosevelt
The white House
washington, D. C.

win: Lo
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April 13, 1gue

Memorandum to Washington Correspondents

Permanent addressa:

from Walter White, Secretary, National Association

for the Advancement of Colored Feople - and
Secretary, Cooperating Orpanizations for
Enactment of Federal Anti-Lynching Lezis-

lation. ;

B89 Fifth Avenue, New York,¥ew York,

Washington address; Care of 3enator Edward P, Costigan

Room 355, Senate Office Bullding

Waghington, D. O.

It 18 planned to present to the Hon, Edward T. Taylor,

Chairman of the Democratic Caucus of the House of Represcntatives,
on Wedneseday, April 15th, or Thuradayi April lEth, a petition for
0

a Caucus on the anti-lynching bill wh

H.R.5867, all identical bills
¥ of the Rules committee be ine

h reads as follows:

8y, the undersigned, membersof the Democratic Jaucus
of the House of Representatives, in accordance with the pro-
visions of Rule 3 of the Caucus, respectfully request that
you call a meeting of the Caucus for the purpose of consider-
ing the position of the Caucus on anti-lynching legislation
and with particular reference to ¥,R.5, H,R,148, H.R, 184,
H,R.2776, H,R,2822, H,R,3480, H,R.5373, H.,R.5501, H.R,5397,
H.R,5848, H.R.5810, H.R.819Z, H,R. 6445, H.R.8798, and '

+ that the Democratic members
tructed to rercort out a rule

. providing for the immediate consideration of said bills,
Baid. Caucus to be called on or before the
April, 1838,"

day of

Rule 3 of the Democratic Caucus, as you know, makes

1t mandatory upon the Leader of the Democratic Caucus to call a

Caucus when petitioned to
7 of the Cauous,

do so in writing by twenty-five membere

To date, the petition has been selgned by the following
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membere of the Congress:

36.
37.

Thomag F, Ford - l4th, California

Joseph A, Gavagan — 2lst, New York

Louis Ludlow - 12th, Indiana

Herman P, Kopplemann— lst, Cennectlcut
Caroline O'Day - At 1ar%u Yew York
William J. Granfield — 2nd, Massachusetts
Edward A, Kenney - 9th, New Jerscy

Byron N, Sgott — 18th, California

Thomas C, Hennings, Jr., — 1llth, Missouri
Fred H, Hildebrandt - 1lst, South Dakota
William P, Connery, Jr.,~ 7th, Massachusetts
John H, Tolan -~ 7th, California |
Michael J., Stack - éth, Pennsylvania
John J. Delaney — 7th, New York

Frank J. G. Dorsey — 5th, Pennylvania
Matthew A, Dunn - 34th, Pennsylvania
Matthew J. Merritt — At large, How York
James A. O'Leary — 1llth, New York

Henry Ellenbogen - 33rd, Pennsylvania
Martin L, Sweeney - 20th, Ohio

%illiam ¥, Berlin - 28th; Pennsylvania

A. P. Lamn:ck - 12th, Ohio

William T. Schulte - let, Indiana

Marion Zioncheck - lst, Washington
Isabella Greenway — At large, Arizona

‘Thomas 0'Malley — 5th, Wisconsin

Mary T. Norton — 13th, New Jexrscy
Edward J. Hart - 1l4th, New Jorsey
Charles Kramer - 13th, California
Martin J, Kennedy — 18th, New York
Theodore A, Peyser — 17th, New York
Andrew L, Somers — &th, New York
Jameés A. Shanley — 3rd, Connecticut
D. Worth Clark - 2nd, Idaho

C. G. Binderup - 4th, Nebraska
Robert P, Secrest — 15th, Ohlo
Christopher D, Sullivan - 13th, New York

A number of nther'membnra of the Houge of Represéntatives

have opromisced

various organizations supporting anti-lynching legie-

lation to sign the petition and the names of some of theee will
probably be added bafore the petition ie presented to Kr. Taylor.

REASONS FOR THE PETITION

The filibuster in the Sonate, of April 26--May 1, 1935,
against the Costigan-Wagner bill, led by such Scnators as Smith of
South Carolina, Black and Bankhead of Alabuma, Connally of Texas,
Bailey of North Carolina, Glass of Virginia and Borah of Idaho,
is well remembered, The complicated situation in the Senate makcs
exceedingly difficult the poesibilities of initiating sction in
that body, On January €th Senator Frederick Van Nuys of Indlana
introduced a resolution for a Senate investigation of the lynchinge
which occurred betweon May lst and December 31lst, 1935, The Van
Nuys resolution epecifically provided for examinatlon of the facta

= Ep—— ———
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as_to action taken by the sgveral states to prevent the lynchinge
which ocourred during the above named period or to punish the
lynchers, Tho Benate Judiciary Cdmmittee reported the Van Nuye
resolution favorably on Februagry 1lth, 8iner that date the
resolution has been pending before the Senatce Avdit and Control I
Comaittec, It is reported that the«Conmlttee 1s deadlocked, tvoeo-
two, Scnators Byrnes of SBouth Carolina and Nathan L, Bachman of
Tenncesce ﬂppnalng and Senators John|/ G. Towngend, Jr,, of Delaware
and 1illard E, Tydings of Marvland favoring.

In the House of Representatives the Hon, Hatton W.
Sumners of Tﬂ;ash Chairman of the Judiclary Committee, is revort-
ed to be irrevocably opposed to a favorable roport on any anti-
lynching bill, The eubstantiation of this reported attitude is to
be seen in the faot that thirty-onc anti-lypching bille are pending
before the Judiciury Committee— soventeen of them introduced by
Demoecrate, thirteen by Republicans and one by & Farmer-Labor
Representativo, No hearing has been granted .on any of thens bills,

It is belicved by supporters of federal legislition
agninst lynching that they have a right to a clenr-cut stotement
of policy on lynching and federal anti-lynching legislation from
the overwhelming Democratic majority in the Hruse of Representa-
tives. Support of such a position is'not confined to any one
roce or section of the country., It ia reported that a number of
the more lib-ral southern ceonprcosmen favor the Caucus tut for
political rensons deem it unwisec to make thoir position public,

ORGARIZATIONS BACKING FEDERAL ANTI-LYNCHIEG LEGISLATTION

one hundred and two organizatipne have endorsed the
Costigan-¥agner bill, among the larger being the American Federa-
tion of Labor, Federal Council of Churches of Christ, National
Baptiet Convention, Y.W.C.A., Y.M.C.A., Women's International
Leangue, National Associntion of Colored Women, National Jewish
Commlttee, National Jewish Congress, National Urban League, Tellow-
ship of Reconciliation, Protestant Eplscopal Church, Committee on
Race “elations of the éﬂciety of Friends, National Cmncil of
Methodict Touth, Jarhville (Tenn.) Pastors Asmociation, ¥Yew
Orleans (La,) Ministers Union, National Acenciation for the Ad-
vancement of Colored Po-ple, the State Legislnturrs of California,
Colorado, Kansas, Minnesota, Now Jersey, Ponnaylvania, Now York
and Indiana, the Wassachusetts Statc Senate, the Genural Court of
Magsachusetts, the Qity Councils of Cleveland, Duluth and other
cltioce and the District of Columbla and Maryland Departments of
the American Leoglon.

Thirty of the thirty—cne bills introduced in the House
of Repreceentatlyes are identical with the Qostigan-Wagner bill in
the 8cnate, The Women's Miseicnary Council of the Methodist
Episcopal Church 8quth recently endorsed unanimously the Costipan-
Wagner bill for thoe third tliic at its annual meeting. Attached is
pamphlet, "The Mob Still Rides", published by the Commission on
Interracial Cooperation, with headquarters at Atlanta, which is
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supnorted by leading southern churchnen, cditore, educatorr and
the like, in which federal action ic also urged,

LYNCHING RECORD OF 1335

The 1935 lynching record is one of the worst within
the 'last decade, TheTe were twenty-five authenticnted lynchines
against sixteen in 1934, twenty~eight in 1933, ten in 1832 and
fourteen in 1831, 1In addition, there were 102 other cascs where
lynchings were averted by a most narrow margin either through the
escape of the intended victim, augmenting of jail guards or hasty
Temoval of the prieoners to Btronger jails, Students of the
problem, as will be noted in "Trhe Mob Btill Rides", caonegider °
these narrowly averted lynchings as of equal eirnificance with
the conswmated lynchings, :

Within the last elght daya fiva lynchings have been
: narrowly averted in Alabama and Georsla, In one of the Alnbana
\.__—cases a wire had been placed about the neck of nne of the intended
ctime when rescued, Since then, the innocence of the fnx poeronns
has been cetablished, With the approach of wam weather when crowds
may gather out of docra and he subject more ennily to mob action,
and ghould the Oongress adjourn with-ut taking actinn, 1t is
feared that these ynchinge and near lynchiings will bo mnre fre-
Quent.

Supporters of federal legislaticn against lynching have
become exceedingly tired of the subterfuges and ~ther means af _
avolding definitive action by -the Congreas, At tho sama timo they
are iuch encouraged by the ov-rvhelriing sontiscnt in both houges
of Congreee for passage nf a strong anti-lynching bill, It ie re-
ported that a confidential poll was taken within the 1lnst Inrtnight
whlch indicated an overwhelming support in the House of Representa-
tives for this legiolation,

FOSSIBLE POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS

The country-wide resentment against Senator Sorah's
participation in the 1935 filibuster; the renontnent of rany
Ancricans, white and Negro, against a minority in the Congress
being able thue far to block any anti-lynching legislatinng and
particularly the circumstance that Negroes, whe have been the most
frequent sufferers from lynching, hold the balance of power in any
close election in seventoen states which have a total elect~ral
voic of 2Bl, give significance to the current efforts, Tho ctates
in which the Negro vote holds the potential balance of power are:
Connecticut, De aware, Illinols, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Mary-
land, Uassachusctts, Hichigan, Missouri, New Jorsey, Now York,
Chin, Cklahoma, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and Wast Virginia,
(Detailéd figures on these may be found in theo February iecuc of
the COrisis, pages 46-47,)

So keen is the interest in this movenent to secure
action before Congress adjourns that failure to take a definite



#5 - Memorandum to Washington Correspondents 4/13/386

L 1
stand by the Caucus, oI any back-stage blockine of the Caucun, will
be consldered by many individuals as reprehensible as a vote by the
Caucus againgt anti-lynching legislation,

It ig planned-to ask a similar declaratinon of policy
“from the Republican Confercnce.

! The President is reported to favor anti-lynching
legislation.

WW: OTF




April 20, 1936

—

My dear Mr. White:

*

Mra. Roosevelt aslks me to thank you

very much for sending her the editoriel from

the World-Telegram, GShe deeply appreclatea
your thoughtfulmess in giving her an opportunity
to see this.

Yery sinoersly youra,

Malvina T, Scheider
Begratary to
Mra. Roosevaelt.

Mr, Walter White

Hational Asmociation for the
Advancement of Colored People
49 Fifth Avenue

Hew York, Hew York

w

oD
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April 1B8th
19356

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

The utter viclous and stupid attack
on you and the President by the amusingly named
"Southern Committee to Uphold the Constitution®
is turning out to be-a boomerang on them,
apparently. The enclosed editorisl page from
yesterday's World-Telegram, with its editorial
and cartoon, seems to represent pretty
thoroughly the attitude of all the decent
people with whom I have talked.

Ever singerely,

Secretary.

Mrs. &leanor Roosevelt
The ¥White House
Washington, D. C.

Wiz CTF

Mth ANNUAL CONFERENCE, BALTIMORE, MD., JUNE 29th - JULY Sth, 19
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How da yvowr Seatars and Comgressien stand on the l‘:u;“lnﬂﬂ.“’"#ﬂfl' Pt dyme B g Hill?



Do not look at the Negro.

His earthly problems are ended.

Instead, look at the seven WHITE children who gaze at this gruesome
spectacle.

Is it horror or gloating on the face of the neatly dressed seven year-old
girl on the right?

Is the tiny four-year-old on the left old enough, one wonders, to comprehend
the barbarism her elders have perpetrated?

Rubin Stacy, the Negro, who was lynched at Fort Lauderdale, Florida, on
July 19, 1935, for “threatening and frightening a white woman,” suffered

PHYSICAL torture for a few short hqurs. But what psychological havoc is
being wrought in the minds of the white children? Into what kinds of citizens



[

will they grow up? What kind of America will they help to make after being '
familiarized with such an inhuman, law-destroying practice as lynching?

The manacles, too, tell their own story, The Negro was powerless in the
hands of the law, but the law was just as powerless to protect him from being
lynched. Sirce 1922 over one-half the lynched victims have been taken from
legal custody. Less than one percent of the lynchers have bheen punished, and
they very lightly. More than 5,000 such instances of lynching have occurred
‘without any punishment whatever, establishing beyond doubt that fedetal
legislation is necessary, as in the case of kidnapping, to supplement state action.

What, you may ask, can YOU do?

In May, 1935, a filibuster in the United States Senate, led by a small group
of senators, most of them from the states with the worst lynching record, suc-
ceeded in side-tracking the Costigan-Wagner Anti-Lynching Bill, This bill
will be brought up again in the 1936 session of Congress.

1

1. Write to your Congressmen and to the two United States Sena-
tors from your state urging them to work assiduously and vote for passage
of the bill,

2. Get the church, lodge or other fraternal organization, social club,
and whatever other groups you belong to to pass resolutions urging Con-
gressmen and Senators from your state to vote for the bill,

3. Write letters to your newspapers and magazines urging their help.

4. Make as generous a contribution as you can to the organization
which for twenty-five years has fought this evil and which is acting as a
coordinating agent of church, labor, fraternal and other groups, with a total
membership of 42,000,000, which are working for passage of the Costigan-

Wagner Bill, :
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
69 Fifth Avenue, New York
N.AACP,
69 Fifth Avenue, New York
Here is my contributionof $............ for the fight against lynching,
T e A R T v s o TR e AT G S L L i

R e A b MR TR W T T, o T T
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Wh - lth

g May 1, 1936

Dear Mr, Wniteg

Thank yoG very much for your
re.ort on Mr. Greenhow, ,of Toledo,
I an very a a.{d nothing about
it before I usked you to check on hlam,

Very sincerely yours,

80

Wt i¢ el
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My dear Mrs., Roosevelt:
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Here 1s the report you asked me to
get on the letter from James I. Greenhow of
Toledo. The writer is Mrs. Constance Heslip,
wife of a prominent attorney who 1s a member
of our National Legal Committee.
Heslip herself is very active in local af-
fairs and for some years has conducted a
course at the University of Toledo.

Mrs. Eleapor Roosevelt

The White House
Washingpan, D. C.

Wn:CLF

Ever sincenely,

ﬁfl
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Mfs, J. 5. Heslip
5138 Belmont Avenue
Toledos, Ohio

Dear walter -

Mr. Jas. 1. CGreenhow 1s an unmitigated ass and
general nulsance, besides being a trifle dishonest
and untruthful. Pay no attention tg him; tell Mrs.
Roosevelt the matter in which b 1s interested 1s in >
good hands in Toledo, and that she need not be
burdened with this particular local problem. '

Greephow last year was interested in a subsistens
homestead project. besieged by him, the Tpledo Coun-
cil of Churches appointed a sponsor committee to work
out details of the project with Yreenhow. As a
reluctant member of, however, a cracker-jJack inter-
raclal group, I sat in on meetings all last winter,
which of course petered out wi the mowement i1tself
in Washington. In the meantime Gr. was holding weekly
meetings with a considerable grolp of hopeful and
almost poverty stricken prnspanzg e homesteaders, pay-
ing dyes. We coyld not influenes,-persuade or uwrge him
to disillusion and disbgad them. ™ :

Now he 1s usling this
a consumers' co-operati
except for the fact
cannot really execute,

oup to rally round him for
which is guite &)1 right,
the man 1s muddle-headed -

t has an unheard of amount of

persistence. tty group is taking hold and
working towa erative (Jess and I are
studying 1t . Wm. McKnight 1s legal
adviser. G not "spokesman". They are try-

ing to keep. from /summing up the works, and if he
would Just dedist from his epistolary efforts to the
great and near great, something good may come from it

for . our c ity.
VIt regigy isn't worth your time to read all this

except for -the fact that the man is so doggedly and
damnedly determined he may be writing you yet, and you
might as well know about him.

Sorry, I haven't achieved that typewriter yet.

Always slncerely,

Con
(Constance Heslip)



MESSAGE
SULHITTED
IN
PERSON

Tn.%?“ First Lady of the United States of America.
Breeting: :

The group we represent has been pleading for more than two ¥ears,
hoping for favorable consideration to establish a Homestead ecolony.
Yolunteer work and service of every nature have been rendered gratis
by the sponsors of the movement.

Some very outstanding influences have endorsed the proposed project.

The Council of Churches of the City advised the llace lelationts
Cormittee to appoint a board of Sponsora, which they did. ‘e followed
the Subsistence llomestead set-up through until it was merged with

the Nessttlement Bureau trying to see if we could be fitted anywhere

in its program: I am advised a friend in Secretary Ickea' Department
to write directly to Mr. Tugwell and he might give this group the

same consideration that he gave the group in Newport News, Va., however,
I have now advised this group to pool their little means and put on

a drive to ralse funds for the purpose of establishing a Co-operative
Movement to become National in scope--the plans for whigh, I will,

with your permission, mail to your secretary.

For the present, we will confine our activities locally and establish
a Co-operative Dbusiness consisting of living necessities in proximity
to the Rehousing district.

Method

First:-Establish a forum where weekly lectures may be given by Nationally
known persons informing the public concerning the advantages of properly
directed co-operative effort.

Second:- Create a committee to promote entertainments of every decent
nature; the proceeds of which will be pooled until August of this year
at which time, all active workers will be awarided prorata certificates
of interest to the extent of the entire amount raised or realized by
donations.

Third:-A director's board will be created from among the best informed
minds.

Fourth:The City Hnnngar wil% be requested to help secure the service of
a financial adviser by whos opinion all business procedure will be
governed. 1Will you kindly 8ay a word concerning our efforts 1f you
approve our ambition?

lespectfully submitted to Her Honor,

Mrs. Franklin . Ronsevelt.
b

James I Greenhow, spokesman for the
National Co-operative Business League
of
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|
May 15, 1936 f

My dezr Mr, Whitej

: ¥rs, Roosevelt asks me to
thank you for sending her the resolution
adopted by the Hngiggggif.ﬁ.ﬂ.l, convention,

Bhe 1s glad to kniow that this action was
tﬂklﬂ-ﬁi

Very sincerely yours,

Malvina T, Scheider
Secretary to
Mra, Roosevelt

Mr, Walter “hite
69 Fifth Avenue
New York

N.Y.
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My dear krs., Roosevelt:

dere is another editorisl from a
Negro newspaper published in Soutn Caroclina.
I have alsc marked two other items which will
interest you.

wnd, finally, you may be interested
in seeing the reply we have made to Borah's
chaurge that Negroes have been "led astray" by
old guard Hepublicans in opposing his canai-
aacy. ! \
J ;

/ 1
/

Ever sinIre;y, !

Secrotary. i

Mrs, Eleanor hoosevelt
The Wnite Bouse
Washington, L. C.

Wwu: CTF
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HatlUdal sooUblarlub sUn ade huVallowend O wOLldndl 2elPLE

69 Fifth avenue - New lork City

say 18, 1936

Wy dear Senator borah: 1 =

we have read your statement attirubing your
defeat in the Ohio primaries to the Negro vote. while
we understand your bitterness and ulsappointment, we
cannot understand why you attribute such tnworthy
motives to the Hegro voters who opposed your canalaacy.
It is apparent that, unwittingly, you have fully
justifiea the skepticism with which Hegro Americans
have viewea your aspirations. [

Lo you, Senator Borah, thlnk sll Negroes so
gumb that they can be led zgtrey- "gla Guard"
Republicans, or.any other kind? - say that Negroes
were led to vote against yoy becau p-called 0ld
guard hepublicans had .conv ed them“hat you were
opposed to the cnti-lymch pbill. Let me make this
crystal-clear: MNegrfess in/Uhio ana elsewnere in the
United States were vo iﬁg'not for the 0ld Guard
hepublicans but_agulnsts Fou. They did this not only
pecause of youp participation in the filibusters in
1922 ana 193p against) the ‘Dyer &nd Costlgan-hagner
anti-lynecning bills, gut because your entire record
so far as th -Hegroli concerned has ocen one of
almost imyardedly efrisistent nostility to the Negro's
ambitions), and when your sttitude vas nof character-
ized by haijjlity it was at best one of thaif/lerence

ena; gpsthy.
B nq,ﬁhve noted your persistent attempts fto

sxplain your opposition to the Costizan-vwezner oill

on the ground of "constitutionality". fgaln we repeat,
neither your nor sny other one indivicual has the right
to arrogate to himself the determinetion as to wnether

a bill is constitutional or nmot. That is the function of
the United States Supreme Lourt. In the light of jyour
advocacy of and votes for many mezsures which invade
states' rights fur more than woulu zn anti-lynching bill,
and in view of the numerous instences in vhicn the United
States Supreme Court has declared unconstitutional



Hon. william L. Borah - é

measures .nlch you have supported, has 1t not occurred to you that
erhaps you may elso be wrong on the constitutionality ot the anti-
ynching bill?
|

. | |
Finally, so far &s Hegro Americans ere concerned, 1 wish
to ragaat to you & statement recently mcde by the political commenta-
tor, Jay Frenklin, that "It is hard to convince & man that 1t 1s
unconstitutional to save his life."

Very ttruly yburs,

(5ignea) walter white

decretary.
'l
Hon. willium L. Borsah _17~=_\\\
United States Senate S U
washington, L. C. T \\;>
; /'ﬁi}
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/Bln.ntnr Borah in hiy campaign

DELINQUENT GIRLS
ENTEHTAINED BY

tion of J:ﬂ)!ﬂl  TD LRE SUuLlenn
NEWEPART hers association.
She urged t the press to exert
itself in news stones to ald in the
provention of lynchings and spreac

{:udu. by not suppressing
facts, The white press could do

awn, ‘I'hia 18 what .J.-F}l-...'" .
mpbﬂl calls His Feed and Fun
Another new  feature. The
ups will mest two rours each
. There will be two types of
sertificates, one for attendance and

n deal more than it has in the|ong for

ending of cowardly mob murder,
peculiar only to Americs, o Chris-
tinn county—at least in name.

for delegates to the publican
convention is beginning to learn
Jjust how colored voters feel over
the lynching mtion, In Ohio
he complaing that the white He-
publican perauaded the cclored He
ublicana to vote against him say-
rugththnmin!iwrollync -
ing because he “voted against the
luﬂAIrnch!n; Amendment to the
Constitution”. But how can any-
one be uflpnud to lynching who
apposes the enactment of laws
looking to its suppression. [n the
casa of the Senator there is no

\nms';lty of “persuading” Negre- Lean not afford to miss,

ep to vote against him. -:

Tipton county (Tenn.) colored
Repubican convention is reported
as endorsing Preaident Rocsevelt
nnd prumﬁiun to support him.
Certainly that is news. But the
most significant thing is, Negroes
are thinking and no longer wor-
ship party Dames. Nlﬁmﬂ in
Tennessee vote too, just lke any
other American citizen.

~

MRS, ROOSEVELT

Last Saturdey, Mra. Roozevell

ve a party at the White Houss
Er the girls confined in the Nat-
jonal Tralning school, our girls,
Ordinarily, such & gracicus sct on
her part, or any other big heart-
ed woman for that matter, would
be regarded as praisgworthy by all
peeple of culture, refinement and
understanding. Mot so in this case
however., The trouble is, in, the
number of girls entertaired were
d4d coloreg girls. Because of that
in some parts of the South—not-
ably Georgin— n great deal of
eriticism has bean made, The [re
of the editor of the Georgia Wo-
men's World was partwcularly
sroused as shown by her com-
ment., Said she, “With this pre-
cedent established the mayors of
all of our states now may open
up their homes for the entertain-
ment of Negro prisoners.” Of

course, the lady in her statement ltht:t.“: Hupuiep -Elplung ug
was giving no care whatsoover to| uiias ) 24108 siom B:::H“ [H

logic—but race prejudice does not
lend itself to logic,
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Fune 1, 1838

Latter from|Walter White = Sth Ave., N.Y.C. sent to
¥r. Chas. Westy « Interior, with note: "Dear Mdr, West -
This does looHlike evasion - What is the explanation?" EL.R.



Juns 2, 1938

My dear Mr. White:

Mre. Roosevelt asks me to thank
you for the sditorisl from the Baltimore
ifro-American. She thought it was wvery

nice and was glad to see 1t.

Yery sincersly yours,

Malvina T. Scheider
Ssoretary to
Mrs. Roosevelt.

Mr. Walter White
&9 Fifth Avenus
New York, New York

DD

—
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Ulnited Diates Denate

WASHINGTOMN, D. C,

22 May 1956

My dear Mrs. Hoogsevelt:

It was & Joy to have had that interesting
telephone conversation with you a few minutes &go. - L. {
Hera is the editorial from the Baltimore Afdo-American I it
told you about. '

And here is copy of & new leaflet which reached by mall this
morning each member of the House and Senate, members of the Cabinet,
and about two hundred of the Washington correspondents who have
indicated their interest in the anti-lynching bill.

May I again express my warm thenks for your prompt offer of
ald in correcting the erromeous impression being circulated in the
House &s to the President's attitude on the enti-lynching bill.

With cordial personal greetings to you and the Prealdent,

I am

- Slpcerely,



June 4, 1936

¥y dear Mr. White:

Mrs, Roosevelt rend your letter
Lafore she left and asked me to tell you
that she was sorry that she had to leave
this morning not to be buck until the I5th
of June, B8he thinks the synopsais of the
film is interesating, but feels that the
President would .ot have time to see 1t
until after Congress adjourns. She could
have 1t shown here next wifiter, but realizes
that that would not help this session.

Very sincerely yours,

Halvina T« Schelder
Secretary to
Mrs. Hoosevelt

dr. Walter White
69 Fifth Avenoe
New York

N.Y.

T ————TT
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My dear Mrs. Hauseuelt-
Thank you for your telegf( B
1 note in your column in
that you are back in Wwashington.
Tuesday morning.
L W O
Here is the synopsls of the film, "Fury". It
carefully steers away from propaganda but is a most
exciting and effective presentation.

This probably will seem like a hare-brained scheme
but 1 want to place it before you for consideration any-
how. Metro-Golawyn-kayer have told me that they will
arrange for s showing of the film for you at any time
and place you wish. 1t occurred to me that if you and
the President were able and willing to invite a few of
the leaders of the fight in the Senate and House for
consideration of he Costizan-wagner bill and the Van
Muys resolution to the white House one evening this
week, or oefore Congress adjourns, to sec the film with
you, there might arise out of this the stimulation to
see that something is done vefore Congress aajourns.

I shall be staying at the Dodge Hotel. Shoula you
wish me to come In to talk this over with you ama to
tell you more about the picture, 1 shall be at your com-
mand .

Fave you, incidentally, seen the news alspatches from
Letroit that every time there 1s a lynching at least 300
new recruits joined the Black Legion? Another news story
tells of a letter written to Prosecutor wmelres in Letroit
that lynchings have been purposely staged by the black
Legion to stimulate recruiting. according to this letter,

27th ANNUAL CONFERENCE, BALTIMORE, MD., JUNE 29tk - JULY 5th, 1934
ENDORSED BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK

How do your Scnators and Congressmen siand on the Costignn-Wagner Anii-Lynching Bill?
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white men have blacked thelr faces, attacked vomen and
then the first hapless Negro who came by was seized and
lynchea. How true this 1s, we have no way of knowing,

but it is well within the range of possibility, horrible

as 1t 1is.

I Ever sincergly,

Secretary.

*

Mrs. kleanor Roosevelt
The white House
washington, L. C.

i LLF




From
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer :
1540 Broadway,N.Y.C. '

| FURY
and

THE AMERICAN PROBLEM OF LYNCHING

Clnematic realiem is of two kinde: statistical
and eymbolie. Social problems cannot be translated into any artistic
medium without automatically ralelng the question of art aa propaganda,
Essentially detro-Goldwyn-Mayer's "Fury" ig the story of an attempted
lynching, Insofar as the story involves the pracfice ef lynching, its
detells are patterned after countless hundreds of typical outlines
which have disfigured the social scene in broad areas of the United
States in the past half century, But statistics make only the baldest
sort of drama, With equal fidelity, "Fury" ig the story of the people
who were involved in this particular lynching. Therefore the main
current of the ploture is s statiestiocally accurate analysis of a
lynching while the stories of the individualities involved are
translations of these effects into personal symbols, It ig impossible
to holst a slogan on the sereen and await an effect on the audienoce;
but when the audience can identify itself with living persons subjected
to & recogniszed pattern of force and circumstance — the resultant
effect is the most that art can vleld in a constructive social sense,

Norma Krasna's book presents lynching as a
Boclal problem in tense drnmatiu_terma. The vietim of the lynching is

(more)
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Joe Wilson, played by Spencer Tracy as & typlcal American, nard-working
bright, decent, 1In chnoainé a white man, Krasna eliminated many
fnotors which complicate the fight againet lynching in 1ite inter-racial
aspects. The use of a white man 1e faithful to fact - fully 30% of
all lynch victims have been white - and strips the story to eggentials
legs cumbersome to present Within established limite, Thils is in
{tself an important contribution to the impact of the story for it
expands the subject; the sudlence identifies itself with Joe Wilson and
appreci ates the kernel of hie bitter experience: 1t 1is not anything
about Joe Wilson that brought the tragedy about, it might have happened
to anyone, In other words, whilé law and order follow a principle of
cﬁuae and effect oalled Justice, lawlessnese gtrikes without any
reason, in blindness and fury. As the District Attorney states,
America witnesses one lynching every three days., The occurrence must
therefore be viewed as an established gugtom, not as & mere acclident,
That is why an average town le chosen a8 the locele, Thie is the
reverse side of the same proposition: not only the lynched victim but
the lynchers themselves are typical people, you and I.

We fullow.Jue Wileon and Katherine Grant
(8ylvia Sidney) through a year of normal 1ife and familiar problems,
They are arranging to be married, Joe is on_his-;ay to meet his
beloved, All is serene as & summer morning, the roads are rich and
verdant, 1t ie a day for living, Suddenly the black barrels of a
rifle in the hands of a half-wit interrupt the trip, Joe is gtopped
by "Bugs! Meyers (f¥alter Brennan) whose idiot face and drooling jaw
are our firet impression of all that is %o follow, Joe is arrested,
He is mocused of a kidnapping, He is taken to the office of the
gheriff (Edward Ellie), There he is unable %o account for hie time,

(more)
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He has epent 1t travelling, He has no alibi because he has been making
the sort of trip everybody makes, What is the evidence against him?
The ranscm note was found to contaln salt from salted peanuts and Joe
has salted peanuts with him, He is coming down & side road because he
has time to finish his trip — but the suspeots are skulking down side
roads, Finally there is the crushing coincidence that he has a bill
that contains the numbers of one of the ransgom bills, a five dollar
bill picked up somewhere along the road., Anyone might have acquired
such a bill in covering & route followed by the kidnappers, The
cilroumstantial evidence is slender but it warrante the Bheriff's
holding Joe for investigation, Joe is taken to a cell, As he leaves
his dog Rainbow, he takes leave of all that is dear to him, He is
not allowed to call his brothers, He le no longer Joec Wilson as the
doors clang behind him - he is the Huepect,

Here is the setting for a lynching, The
Suspect is in the County Jail, The Bheriff is following the course of
his dutieas, Already the eituation is tense and horrible, O(ne ceases
to be a free American, We who know Joe's innocence are locked away
with him, It is the dungeon against which we rebel., We leave Joe &8
he shoute for attention, for permission to call hle brother, for
Justice,

We go to a barber shop, Shapeless and
characterless behind their lather, the town banker and others are
discuseing the kidnapping, "Buge ! ccmes'in bureting with hle story.

A4 Suspect hae becn taken, The evidenoc is bad - he is "one of the
kidnappers, Everyﬁne is eleotrified. The barber is atarﬁ}nd into a
tragic-comic sequence - he goee into & half-mad dialogue about the

impulse to kill, Here again ie a hint oof madness. When we firat

(more)
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encountered it in "Bugs," the half-wit was armed with a riflé; now the
barber wields a dangerous razor, We are subjected to a short ténse
sense of menace, It passes, The barber calls hie wife, He
cxacrerates the story "Buge" has told, Meantime the customérs have
fled the shop, lather and all, half in fear of the eccentric barber,
half in execl tamunt over the Suspect,

We follow the gossip as it passes from tongue
to tongue, from home to home and along the streets, We see it mount
in the market, The flashes sepeed up, the mouths move faster,
Finally we see the cackling of geese, The talk is no longer gensible
human talk, f¢ cut to a barroom, Men are talking singly and in
groups, The most vociferous circle is the rowdy mob at onc end of the
bar whose coriminal character is concentrated in ite leader, Kirby
Daweon (Brucé Cabot), Dawson wante action, The more stable citizens
arc already agitated, They are not yet ready? however, to ignore the
authority of luw which has but little reality for Dawson, They decide
to get more faots, Dawson goes With & delegation to vislt the gheriff,
The Bheriff denles thelr right to question him. He tells them
truthfully that there is very little fact for him to judge by, that
he ie awaiting a oheck of the few suspicious circumstances that seem
to involve Joe Wilgon in the kidnapping, He is firm and dignified,
He appeases the group - all except Kirby Dawson, Kirby stays aftor
the others go, To him, tﬁc Law is iteclf suspect., He wants the
lowdown, he .truste nobody, the Sheriff is hie ancient enemy anyway,
Only a vigorous threat by the gheriff sends ﬁim gcurrying, with
inereased lust for trouble, A stone comes through the window, '
Close-up, the Sherif{'a face 1s deeply wrinkled, |

We follow them all back to the saloon, Liquor

(more)
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flows freely, Kirby Dawson is supported by & nllqua which 18 ever
ready for sprties against the law, An itinerant getrikebreaker sees
eye-to-eye with them, He challenges the crowd, "Bugs" is brought
back and plied with liquor, In his gimplicity, he tells the truth but
tells it in such form that Dawson is able to seize from it facts which
the Sheriff had not spoken, "The Sheriff is a liar!' The last straw,
One 1lie may conceal many, An adolescent jumps to a barrel — "Let'ts
havé some 1’1.ml‘.l The mob BHIEEEifIDm the saloon, As it comes out the
door, blind, chaotio, anarchic, & Negro youth ducks out of its path -
& subtle masterful touch, L
Qur anxiety ies played on a triple front. We

are with Jo¢ Wilson in his cell as he clamors for attention againet
stocel bars and stone walle and deaf ears, We are with the mob in 1ts
reckless frenzy, and with the cherlff in his brave front ageinat 1t.
At the samoc time, We are watching Kathorine grow reetless at Bycamorc
Corners — (sycamorce are such simple peaceful trecs)- because Joe is
so latc. Finally all threc threads arc woven togother, Katherine
hears goosip on the highway, Threats of the lynching have been
flashed to the prese, (Cameramen speed by, Ohe walks, she runs toward
the jail at Strand, Night is coming. The crowd approaches the jail
with blaring bands, The gheriff has communicated with the Governor,
Troope are promieed,

: We pguse to see why the troops do mot arrive,
The Governgor is conferring with the political boss, The troops will
not be sent. To send troops would insult the town - troops must not
be used against citizens by a party that hopes for their votes.
Moreover, %o send troops ie to admit that the forecs of law and ordsr
have failed, The Covernor lacks the strength of character to make

; - {more)
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guch a decieion, (Following many lynchinge within the pest few years,
geveral Governors have issued precisely these explanations for thelr
failure to send adequate protection to the danger zone, ) |

As we return to the jall we no longer see
1nd1v}du&19 threatening it, | The Bheriff faces a new being; a moneter —
the Mob, He speaks to 1t, He is jeered. He espeakse again, A tomato
gtrikes him, Bome of hisg deputies desert, Womeén and children join
the mob, To some, it is a hideous sort of ocarnival, Bome of the
women carry babies - hold them up to sec the apdctacle. (This scene
is & duplicate of a drawing by Reginald Mareh,) The Sheriff ie
compelled to withdraw within the Jall, The doors arc barred. A
battering ram manncd by Kirby Dawson and his croniee is used to emash
the doore. The Bhorliff struggles sgaingt time, He has been promised
troops, His fight 4s futile, But he does not know 1t, Nor does the
Mob, All defense LE downed. The gheriff is slugged., The Mob rushes
the cell bloockse, The turnkey has thrown the keys within the gates,
They can't be reached. The dog Rainbow jumps through the bars and
racee to Joe ¥ilson's cell, Joe le frantle, He wanta to talk to them,
But the Mob gives up, They oan't waste time wrecking the bars, Troops
might arrive, They leave the jall and set fire to it, Katherine
comeda into Strand just as the flames begin to sputter, Bhe walks
through & descerted square, across a park mottled with shadows of the
flames. Therc is the dob, quiet, awfully quiet, watchlng the fire,

Joe is surrounded by flames. He comes to the
window, He is being burned - his hands grapple with the bars., One
stone hits him, another, many, He is forced away from the window,
back into the flame and smoke, Katherine faints away, An elderly
woman einks to her knces in prayer., A false rumor is shouted by a
child that the troops are arriving, The orowd runa, Dawson's pals

: (more)
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and the strike-breaker will not be deprived of their prey - they throw
sticke of dynawite into the burning prison, There is a loud blast,
Tté lynching ie over,

In Chicago, we find Joe's brothers brooding
over their loss, Their reaction is unformed, their grief is almoet
grotesque, Such tragedy is senseless, they cannot accept 1t, they
fumble with it, They make a wild decision to invade Strand, to wipe
it out, to avunge their loss, Just then a Shadow appears, "Stop it}"
He speaks a momunt before ‘we can see him, It is the sombre voice of
Resurrection, It is Joe, The explosion opened the gates of hise ooll,
But i1t killed the dog Rainbow - (Lang must have loved that symbol,
nothing could hattér express the senseless fury;j Joe came down the
elde of a drainpipe, burned away half the skin of his arm and sido to
got away, His face and the carriage of his body are laden with momory
of horror. To all intents, Joe Wilson is degd, We are ready for what
followa., It is no longer Joo speaking. All of what we knew before
has perighed in thie flames, This that survives is the consclence of
our own beating minde, the resclute hunger for vengeance after
uneoneclionable betrayal. In &n ordinary dramatic scene, we Huuld‘
regent such a charaoter, But all that has gone before justifies him,
Even if we cannot join him in his lust for revenge, We can undersfand
ite drive and sympathisze,

His plan ie diabolical, He will bring the whole
town to justicc., He has seéen newsreels which identify the leaders of
the mob, The brothers must join him, They do, 3

We come to the courtroom, The Distriot Attormey
(Walter Abel) ghares with Joe Wilson whom he has never met the
necessl ty for wvengeance, Joe has been wronged brutally as an

(more)
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individual but the District Attorncy beepcaks the outrage of law and
sociuty., His attack is upon the whole inetitution of lynching, He

cltecea figurce, Thon hu calle his witnesscs.
] I. II

What ig the defensc? The defense is none,

The Defense Attorney (Jonathan Hale) relies on a compact of secrecy,
Twenty-two dafandaﬁia named in the indioctment are alibied by dozens of
townspeople,  Shameé and disgrénu have seized the community - not
remorse, They are all on trial in a senae, Not one word of truth can
emerge, Ewven the Sheriff lies, though hie pain is evident, The eyes
of America are on the socne, The press is therc, camcras flash every
ingtant, The Judge ineists on & fair and adcquate trial, This ig
important in the story. Justice must be restored to reallty after
injustice has been &oc strongly projccted, When the townepcople pack
the courtroom and one or two become unruly, the Judge imposes rapid
penalties, 1In two crisp sentences, he establishes for us againltha
dignity and austerity of Law when he explginﬂ that lynching is murder
and that murder is & supreme test of social order.

The hande of a clock spin, dozens of witnesses
have told the same falsehoods. We are flashed to the last of them,
The twenty-two indicted lynchers are smirking as their alibis -
brazen, shocking, so far-fetched that they shake their own heads in
denlal and unbelief - are taken intu evidenoce, The Defense Attorney,
gloating over the fallure of thé gtate to damage his clients, moves
for diemiesal, Colossal van}ty.n a atray hit of flattery in hie
desoription of hies cliente makee them precn! Here the Dlistrict
Attorney plays his trump card, In half a dozen sentences he tella tho
story of lynching., He adds dramatio zest to the recital of fact as
he clarifies tho oruclal differcnce betweon thie lynching and othors:

(more)
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g
here & whole community is in the toils of the law; perhaps for the
firet time, a lynching can be eignally punished, The victim wﬁa
innocent-- tho actual kidnappers have been capturcd and thoy confossed,
From this'trial can stem renewed security for the whole land., We are
shown the faces of the jurors, They have been rather noncommittal but
we see them grow eober, soquire dignity, feel the burden of their duty,

Newsreels are allowed into evidence, The
newsrecls used are in themeelves masterpieccs of rcalism, Stop-action
shots pick out one after another of the deféndants in the moment of
their worst iniquity, Kirby Dawson operating the battering-ram,
8pilling gasoline on the p!led up eticks about the jeil; a woman
tossing the firet brand into the pyre, mouth widc open in fiendish
glec. Firemen try to gtop the blaze - others of the defendants are
shown fighting the firemen, cutting the hose, Eheer frenzy in every
face! We had witnessed the lynching beforelwhen we saw the jail burn,
when we saw the explosion, But Lang has not exhausted his theme, The
newsreel camera picke out individual acts, details of personal
Wickedness. When we stood outside the Jail, we were shown faces,
clotted, depraved, silent. Now in the eourtroom, the lynchers are
more deeply etched, the depravity of each in his own terms., We
intensify our former horror. Newspapermen rugh for the phone. The
nea;gut reporter is a Chinese, The wholec world waita, A monfage of
headlincs spews from the mouthpiece of & phone,

Lang has told his story, From this point on,
statistical gencralizations ceasc, Now hiae story reverts to the
individuals who borc the pressurc of the theme, From this point on
the climaxes are in the souls of the charaoters, not in sccial crisis.
The lynching has been presente&; it has been sucked dry of dramatic
content, Lang can go on to preject the effects on each of his

(more)
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characters,

Katherine takes the witness stand. As she
describes hersclf and her love of Joe Wilson, onc of thc wWomen among
the indioted lynchors shudders. 6he moves her lips eilently,
transfixed: "they werc abdut fo be marricd!® Here is the firet break,
the firet twinge of humaneness awakening among those cowering twenty-
two., We are shown Bll their faces, Their hands fumble with their
collars, they stare at Katherine, theii'tanguna move over dry lips,
What 1e Katherine saying? He liked blue neckties. I made & lunch
of thinges he liked to eat. I reminded the priest that we would come
at four...." The lynchers have ocased to bc a mob, Joe Wilson has
become & Man again, The difference bltes into thom,

Joe's brothere are breaking undor the straln,
Whoee is the Fury now, Joe's or the Mob!'s? The crux of the whole
trial is now to prove that Joc Wileon is dead., They appeel to him,

Hco ig demonio, Hie plan is bearing frult, now is the harvest-time for
his triumph, No appeal worke. e are thrust back into ;he courtroom,
The Judge has received & ring, Katherine's ring, partly melted, It

is in &n anonymous letter, The writer presents it as & souvenir taken
from the debris of the burned jall, If the ring is Joe's, as Katherinc
can testify, the case is cinched, &£he rises to go to the stand, A
word in the anonymous letter catches her eye. 68he is clectrified, It
ie a word Joo hag always misspclled, A letter from the grave! ghe is
troubled, ehc heeitatce as shc teostifies. It makece the teostimony more
effective, The ring was her mother's, 6he gave it to Joe. The
details of elmple love once more throb wWith breath, The woman whom

we have been watohing among the lynchers suddenly.breaks, £he screamc
& tortured confession, As she is led off, she walls her guilt louder

(more)
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and louder, The jury jumps to its feet. The Dietrict Attorney points
at the door that has closed behind her, "There ie your answer|"

" Joe Wilson is eating voraciously in a bare
room, Hie brothers are at & breaking-point, They stammer an appeal,
Joe Wilson rages. His victory is being challenged, The brothers
grow more and more unruly under the stress of thelr contrition, Joe
draws & gun, "If you shoot him, you must shoot me, tool" Suddenly,
Katherine appcars behind him, Suspicion wase too much, ehe had
followed the brothore, Now Joe must choose, He can go on with his
plan for the logal vengeancc againet the -lynchers, But if ho does,
he outlagws himsclf, the 1life he hae known ends, he is dead, He must
yield even Katherine if he is to have his way, He chooses
unhesitatingly, insanely, He cuts himeelf off from life and love, He
burste from the room, '

I Film soliloguiees are dangerous. We enter a
gequence in which Joe's spirit, the poor, mad wounded eplirit,
constantly attended by wisps and wralths of smoke from fhe flames he
survived, must underge the new agony, the fire of conscience, Muele
marke the score, First in a oafe, couples dancing, jolly Bavarian
musicians, Joe ie alone among empty tables., It is irksome., “He
leaves hurriedly. Even the drink he wants is not therc - another Lang
symbol, Hc stops bafore a fumiture store window, It ie the sort of
bedroom he and Katherine had planncd, He hears her voice, He whirls,
he is alonc, Across the strect there is the sound of loud music and
crowds, He opene the door, it is an cmpty bar, The revelry comes
from a radio behind a bar., A Negro serves him with simple kindliness,
Midnight, The bartender tears two pages from the calendar accidentally
-~ 8 day is killed. Joe is shaken. He runs from the bar, On the
street, he must turn aside to avoid & policeman, The window he turns

(more)
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to is & florist's, It is full of flowers, They are lilies, (The
1ilies of death}) About him an eerie musical discord conjures forth
the faces of the twenty-two people he is killing, He walks away from
them, he runs, The camera shows only an open street, patches of light
and shade, The cemera moves aiuwly, dipe as when one walks, euddenly
breaks pace, as when one starts to run, Then races, The music
mounts, the orchestration strikes unbearable crescendoes. The whole
world explodes with sound, Joe bursts into hie room, His agony is
at i1ts peak, The room he left, he now rushes to me & refuge. The
people he sbandoned, he now calls, The light he had hated, he now
switches on, "Katherine, don't leave me along]!

Oourt. The jury brings in ite verdiet, A
final climax as theo b%iliff reads, Onc, not guilty., Two, not guilty,
Then, with tho deadly monotony of a machine gun - four, guilty; five,
guilty; six, gullty. The strain is too much., All the lynchers risc,
"Get it over with! K11l us!® EKirby Dawson is still Kirby Dawson,

He burste from the encloaure, He runs for the door, -He frecezes,
There etands Joe Wilson. Joe marches down the aisgle, "I am Joe
Wilsonl " It ies & transfigured Joe, He is himeself again. He is not
the flame of consclence any longer, His appearance to save hise
lynchers is his atonement, He speaks. of what has become of him, what
was killed in him, Even as he la restored to eense and ennobled by
sacrifice, Lang takes & parting shot at the lynchers, The faces smirk,
Thelr tension ovaporates, What has 1t meant to them, this tragio
cplsode? Lang eeems to kecp his tongue in his check as he flashes
thelr relief, Joe and Eatherine reach out to cach other,

: By mctual measurcment, the lynching and the
court sequences arc threc-quarters of the pleturc., The opening

; (more)
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scquercce glve us the personalities, the mein eurrent sweepe them inte

the lynching and then into the courtroom., The uuliioquy of Joe hringﬂ

us back again to individuals, The climaxes in the eéxplosion of the

jall, the confession of the woman lyncher are a necessary part of an
understanding of lynch law, The final climax in the soul of Joe |
Wilson is another problem altogether, the private aoluéian of a moral
cnnsﬁguenca. In some ways, it is the epiritual criegis of the whole

film, Were thie sequence lacking, "Fury" might ba too tractarian,
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Ly dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Dr. Wiilism Allan Nellson

Mrs.

%,

| "-\
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

WALTER WHITE

Ror WiLkins
ASEISTANT SECHETARY

WILLIAW PICKENS
DIRECTOR OF BRANCHILS

Cany E. LawrEiN
FIELD BECRETARY

Cuanies H. HousToN
SPECIAL COUNBEL

Juanitk E. JAcksOM -
SPECIAL ABBISTANT TO THE
BECRETARYT

BECHETARY

1f you will let me know the date when
you want "Fury" shown zt the White House I will
pass the word zlong to Metro-tolawyn-dayer so
that they can arrange for the showlng.

Yéu will be interested to know that

the film has had an enthusiastic reception here
in dew %ork and has been held over for & second
week at the Capitol Theatre.

Ever sincerely,

Eleanor hoosevelt

The White House
Washington, L. C.

wn:CLF
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June 4, 1938

My dear Mr, White:

Mra. Roosevalt read ¥our letter
bafore she laft and asked me to tell you
that she was sorry that she had to leave
this moming not to be back until the 25th
of June. She thinks the aynopala of the
film is interesting, but feals that the
President would mot have time to see it
until after Congress adjourns. She could
have 1t shown hers next winter, but realizas
that that Nuld\mt help this session,

Very sincersly yours,

Malvina T, Scheidar
Sscretary to
Mras. Roosavelt

Mr. Waltar 'i'h.ita“
88 Fifth Avenua
Faw York

" New York
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e g - i My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:
Dairelt e Ioe W ains

Boa. Frank Rarpns A committee has been suthorized

Emperis, Kas, Wihlism Allen While
Mewark, N J. drace . Fandersos L
e e tzaies O B by our Board of Directors to present to the

bt
g‘.‘# e Resolutions Committee of the Demneratic

e T National Convention next week the enclosed

$E el planks, which are identical with the document

De Tovu 7. Wrignt presented to the Republicsn Nstional Convention.

Nwﬂw
M Leadars Mar. We wanted you to be informed sbout
1oala

BT Mas B this, for we feel confident thet this plee will

L . have your sympathetle interest.

Chalrman Arthar B fplagara Ever iinEralF, E ‘%
Chlrage Clareccs Darrow

Bdward H., Morrls
Cambrldge, Mass. Falln Frapkiuriar

Charleston, W, Va, T. 0. Mutter ) Yegretbtary

Hew York
' %3%?' Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt

it The White House

Pittaburgh, Pa,  Homar B Brown Washington, D. C.

2Ih A
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To the Democratic Wational Convention, convening at
Philadelphia, Pa,, June 33, 1936:

On behalf of twelve milllon American Wegroes, the Mational
Assoclation for the Advancement of Colored People respectfully urpes
inclusion in the platforms of the Republican and Democratic Partics
of planks dealing with issues of vital moment to Hegro Awericans and
to the country at large, in auﬁatuntially the form ag givon below.

It is unnecessary for us to give a lengthy statement of
the reasons why 1t is imperative that more specific ﬁction should
be taken to cnd the negation of domocracy which is represimted by
lynching, disfranchisoment, denial of economic and cducational
justice, and the ruthless overriding in many courts of law of tho
logal rights of Americans becausc they happen to be members of the
Wegro raco,

Lynchings continuc to disgrace America. There has beon
an alarming tendency during recent years towards increase of
this loatheome practice. Lynchinge have broken out in all sections
of the country, and white Americans as well as Wepro Americans have

- been numbered among the victims as is to be seen in the killings

by the Black Legiﬁn in Hichigan., 8ince 1882 there have been 5,099



L T i :

recorded lynchinge in the United States. During 1835 there were
twenty-five known lynchings and one hundred and two additisnal
instances of narrowly averted lynchings, which, in showing the s
PIEBHHGG-;}.thﬂ mob epirit, are considered by students of the
problem to be eoqually serious with cunaumﬁatﬂﬁ lynchings, since in
most instances of averted lynchings fortuitous circumetances alone
caused the threatened lynching to be unconsummated, From January

1 to May 18, 1836 therc have been six lynchinge — three within the
Bix days of April 28 - May 3 - and fifteen narrowly averted ones.

The Benate filibuster of April-May, 1935, against the
Costican~Wapner foderal anti-lynching bill has been a notorious
example of how the lynching spirit has invaded the halls of Congresa,
The refusal by the fllibusterers to pormit a vote upon the motion to
consider the bill has rightly been termed a lynching of the bill
disigned to stop mob murder,

Added to lynching, the most dramatic manifestation of race
prejudice, has been discrimination in Federal and State work and
other relief on the part of local adminisetrators; discriminatiosn by
contractors, holding federal contracts, against qualified Nepro
workers; continuance of disfranchisement in certain southern states
in uttg; digregard of the clear provisinne of the federal consti-
tution; misfeasance, if not malfemsance, in the expenditure of federal
moneys for education; and other forms of disorimination based upon
color, ;

The loyalty of the Negro to Amcrican institutions and to
the American form of Government has rightly been praised upon
numerous occasions, But continued discrimination and brutality

directed against the Negro are creating justifiable resentment and
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digeatisfaction with conditions as they are. There are swift, deep
currents of unrest among Negro Americans which it would be well for
political and other leaders of imariaa to recughizn.

We, therefore, urge vigorously the inolusion of the

following planks in the party platformeo:

I.
We unequivoecally pledge ourselves to passage at the earliest
time poenible of federal legislation against lynching and epforce-

ment of that legislation after it hae been enacted into law.

II.

We pledge ourselves to the abolishnent, wherever 1t may
exist, of discrimination against the Negro in the apportionment of
relief,

III. =
We pledge ourselves against discrimination in employment
" on all projects financed, in whole or in party by federal funds;
and we further urge upon the Congroess the passage of legislation,
to which we pledge our support, specifically prohibiting, with
appropriate penalties, discriminatlon in employment on such projects,

based on race, creed or color.

Iv.

We advocate that Congress enforce the Fourteenth and
Fifteenth Amendments nnd take whatever steps are necessary to end
dia££anchiaament of Negro Americane even té the extent of reducing
of rapresantatioﬁ in the Oongress of those states which deny the

ballot to Negro Ameriocane because of thelr race,

1 T — T
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We urge the substitution immediately of fingerprints for
photographs as & means of identification in the United Statcs
Civil Service, since photographs have been used by prejudiced,
individuals to deny to Negro Americans the rights to jobs for which

they have qualified in competetive oontests.

! Rl L §
We deplore the present discrimination in the apportioment
of federal funds for cducation and pledge ourselves to abolish all

discrimination in this respect againet Yegro Americans.

VI, -
We pledge ourselves to oppose vigornuely an;k;;E\EIQ
attempts to exclude Negro Americans frorm the benefits of social
welfare legislation euch as old age pensione, unemplofment, social

gecurity, and other such legislation,



June 25, 1936

My dear Mr. White:

Mrs. Roosevelt asks me to tell
you that she finds there 1s not a chance
of the President's having tlme to see the
picture,"Fury", at presout. Urs. Roosevelt
hersalf will ba in Washington only & feow
days before leaving for the supnwer, She ia
sorry, therefore, that the stiowlng of the
pleture must be postponed,

Very sincarely yours,

Wilwvina T« Bechelder
Secrelary to-
Krs, Rooaevelt

Hr.Walter Wilte
&9 Fifth Avenue
New York

NaX.

ey e gy ——
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THE WHITE HOUSE :
WASHINGTON

June 23, 1938,

MEMORANDUM FOR MRS, SCHEIDER

The President says there

1#
le hot a chance of his seelng this

fllm now.
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Mr, Walter White

Sharp Street M, E. Church
Dolphin and Etting Streeta
Baltimore, Maryland

Regret so much camnot meet with you. Hops you will have a successful

Convention.

ELEANOR HCI!.Z?E.TELT.
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Denver L. H. Lighioer by dear Mrs. Hogsevelt: L p )\
Dud  fm e, = - S
Emporis, Eas.  'Whliam Allsn While = IVL
Newsrh, N.J,  Grocs B. Fendersos | ¢
Hew Fork wﬂ-m?% - The lwenty-seventh Annual Conference ,/
&*“{'mﬂ,m of the ﬁ'lssociation opens in caltimore on
E:F e sonday, June £9th. We are sorry that you
:3_:_:‘_5' - were unable to come snd speak to us there
Han 1L Lo but 1 hope we may have the pleasure of re-
Jammas p celving & messzge of greeting to be read to
the delegates. You can send 1t to me at the
g, Sharp Street #, E. Church, Colphin and
P N Wrient Btting Strcets, Baltimore, Maryland.
Noribamples, D, Wilitem Allan Halison

Oklaboms Oty  Tosccs Dunjes
Thtladeiphls Tsadore Murtln

At Laouls Hldnay R Fadmaond
Hpringficld, Mass. v, Wiillam N. Dallerry
Topshn, K, Fon Aribhur Oupper
Wero, Tezas H. D. Evans

Ever sinc

Secretiry.

Hew Vork ; L. Ernat .
%ﬁ
s Mrs. Eleanor Hoosavelt
Fitlchamh, Fa. ;_w._ m"‘" The White House
mﬁmnm washington, L. C.

nind LLF
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July 15, 1936

My dear Mr. White:

If I possibly can I shall be glad
to spesk at your conlereance in Letroit-on
June 29. However, it is too fur shead to
be positive about it and I would sugzgent
that you write we again nearer the time.

Very gincerely yours,

Mr. Welter White
89 Firth Ave, N.Y.O.
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JuaniTa E. Jacxsow
BFECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE
BECRETANY

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

We had a great conference at Ealtimere, though
we missed you. Mr. Ickes and ESenator Wagner made
magnificent addresses at the opening and closing ses-
slons. Thank you very much for the part you played in
helping us to secure Mr. Ickes.

We meet in 1937 in Detroit, opening on Tuesday,
June £8th, and going through Sunday, July 4th. It is
a long time ahead bt knowilng how far in advance your
engagements are made I am writing now to extend a most
cordlal invitation to you to be the prineipal speaker
at either the opening session on Tuesday evening, June
£9th, or, at the closing mass meeting on Sunday after-
noon, July 4th. Is it too far ahead to make this re-
quest? Your replying favorably would give us & head
start and Insure us an even finer meeting for next
year.

Ever sincprely,

Secretary. Lff

7
r\"' (s o]
Mrs. Eleancor Roosevelt ] 11&& f; of
The White House A !
Washington, D. C. ; i ﬁ
¥ fllg
1
f{ ot Voo

.
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July 15, 1936 /

Uy dear Hr. vhiteg

drs, Roosevelt asked ze to
gond you this letter which came to
her through her son, ur. James
Foosevelt, P1ll you be good enough
to see the wsn add advise Mras., Roosavelt
wiint silould be done? He probubly could
et on the W.P.A,

Very slncerely yours,

salvina T. Bchelder
dagretary to

¥rs. Roosevelt 0
Ur, Walter White
69 Fifth Avenue : S e
Neiw York of Harvey Henderson

Veteran - colored - music student -
now a pauper - wants to be salvaged.



T e s,

From the Desk oj—
JAMES ROOSEVELT

Dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

Mr. Roosevelt asked me to
send the enclosed along to you
in case something could be done
for the man,

Would you either write to
him or send me & report on it,
s I have told Mr. Henderson
that Mr. FRoosevelt has written
to you? . 7

Very sincere Ly,

M dara
Fid G-lliait @RI ke
bz L. wadtne nu wdab
V4L A i Fopt r?‘f}e//f,g/

ﬁu‘ LT e
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July 17, 19786

Uy dear Miss Echelder:

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

WALTER WaiTe
Ror WiLkikg
ABBISTANT BEICHETANT
WILLIAN Pickrns
DINECTOR OF BRANCHES
Daisy E Lamrin
FIELD SECRETARY
Cuanies H, Houstow
BPECIAL COUMBEL

Juanita E. Jacesowm
AFECIAL ABRISTAMT TO THE
SECRETARY

SECEETARTY

Your letter of July 15 comesz just

as I am leaving the city.

In order to

avoid delay, I am asking a friend of mine

in the W. P. A.

what he can for him.

Uiss Malvina I

The White House
Washington, D. C.

WW/RR

Ever sincerely,

MW 0

Schelder
Secretary to Mrs. Elesnor Roosevelt

to see this man and do

-

it
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My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:'

¥ie are delighted thot you feel you
will be able to speak at gur Detroit Conference
next June. We will surely remind you ngaia
around February lst.

Ever sincerely
_—

Eeerotary
Mrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt .

Ihe ¥hite Houze
Hew York City

Ww/RR
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July 31, 1936

My dear Nr. White:

Mra. Roosevslt and her searetary
are awuy, end in their absenos I have bean
asked to scknowledge their mail,

Your letter of July £S5 and the
englosure which acoompenied 1t will be
glven to Mrs. Roosevelt at the first Oppor=
tunity. g

Very ainocerely yours,

Mr, Walter White, Seoretary

National Assooistion for the
Advenosment of Colored People

69 Fifth evenue

Hew York Oity
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BECAETART

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I am taking the liberty of sending

you herewith marked copy of the M con-

talning the full text

of the resolutions

passed at the recent Z7th Annual Conference

of the .Ah.£.C.P.  at Baltimore, which I

hope you will find time to read.

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt

The Wnite House
Washington, D. C.

WWiCIF

Ever sincerely,

Secretary.
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FILLD SECRETARY

CHARLES H. HousToM
SPECIAL CoUREEL
JuamiTa E. JACKSON

BFICIAL ARRIATANT TO THE
! BECAETARY

My dear Mrs. Hoosevelti:

Here 1s self-explanatory copy of
letter 1 have recelved from Mr. Lemuel L.

Foster with regard to the case 31‘ Harvey

Henderson Jy.buut whom Miss Schelger wrote

E‘ni_ﬁ#.m
Ulevelnnd Haot B Davis
Lf;.m
Denwer L. I Lighinar
Ebrbreil Hea Irn W. Jayns
Hen Frask Murphy
Emporis, Ens, Willam Allen White
Newnrk, N, J, Orace B Fandarson
New Waork WLW
gu IE'
wvis Du Dol
H-I-m
ohn Holomes
D, Imaa
Juraa
Cod. Arthur W, Liitle
James Marshail
H-lr!wil Croinglem
h E. Tonay
m&‘#m
Morthamplun, g, william Allas el
Diclabsma Cliy Dhusjaa
Ehlladelptln lamdore Murils
AL, Laeais Biney B Hedemond

me on Jé;'lﬁth. I shall be gled to pass
on to you any further information I recelve

from Mr. Foster.

Evgr sincerely,

Mrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt
Hyde Park,
HNew York.

T H A
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Ues oo webhid ProGnect alfIflETnarlon
Fup o lde WllY ur des lubo

111 gighth Avenue, New York, o, Y. ﬁ,j
July =4, 1838

viviun r. ndibsn
administrator

kr, halter white

|Executive Secly., H.n.n.LaF.
89 Fifth Avenpue

New York City 'l

Lear walter:

Thanks for furw Iﬂf the case sent you by Mrs.
Eleanor hRoosevelt to tnis aff Uf course, we shall be
glad to help this young<man 1 it is at all passiule. e
are asking him to come down’ tc the office and will be glad
to let you Know the uutcama af our conference with him.

Sincerely,

*‘_:‘? k (81zned) Lem

| Lemuel L. Foster
|\ executive Officer
nace nelations Bureau

EVENT N




September 28, 1838, /

My dTu Mr. White:

I am sorry to hear about your
Blster und hope she will soon be entirely
w8ll, I am very muoch afraid that I will
not be in Onednta, but if I am I will
surely usk for her.

Very sincerely yours,

Mr, Walter White

Naticml Asscolation for the Advancement
of Colored Peoplae

69 S5th Ave.

Hew York, N.. Y.




MATIOMAL OFFICERS

PRESICENT
4, E. SMNGARN

CHAIRMAN OF THI BOARD
Dn. Lowis T, WRIGHT
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Hannig H. BuRROUGHE
Saeies i,
£V, wl ATHES HoLmEs
1l (I8-1] LT
*qku.m =L ] ¥ ELL
SWALE &ul-nn lE‘ul.n_lnlnu
ILLIAM EWGLIEH WALLING
TREASURLE
Mant Wiite OVIRGTON

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE

69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK

TELEFHONE ALooNgUIN & 3581

- September 23, 1936

DOARD ﬂl_nwl
Allaota A, T. Wallan
Dallmoce

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Carl Murphy
Minss, Frol Masiey 0. Hudsn

Chastesten, W.¥e. B O from your attack of influenze.

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

WaLTEm WaiTE
RoY WiLKiNE
ASBIETAMT SECRETART
WiLLIAM Pickins
DIRECTOR OF BRAMCHER
Dsiay E, LAWPEIN
FIELD SECRETART

CHanLES H. HousToM
BPECIAL COUMSEL

JuaMiTa E. Jacesom
BPECIAL ARSISTAMT TO THE
SECRETARY

BECEATARY

I am delighted to kmow you are recovering
Somehow, 1t Just seems

v, Jowegh W. Michalaan § )y ble that one like yourself could ever be 1ill.
Clavelnnd W ineredibl h ¥
Debet :E:;."-::"fu- When I next see you I want to tell you about
muperia, Kas,  Wiiam len wane My sister who {s Secretary of the Atlenta School of
Newsrk, N.J,  Oraos B Fendarsc Sociel Work and who, you will perhaps remember, met
o fom Hitiatans ©. you when you and the President were at warwick two
. e YEATS BEO. Her heelth has broken under the strain of
Lawisd Ganaeit _ her work and other burdens. I went through the most
% unhappy experience of finding.that she nor any other
Hoa Harbert )i Istmas golored person could secure admission to any private
Mary senitarium in the State of New York. Due to the .,
e marvelous cooperation, however, of our mutual friend,
maibWises o vernor Lehman, she has been admitted to the Homer
- ErimaT wre: PFolks Hospitel at Oneonta. It is a megnificent place.
metes.  pr, Willam Allan Nelsagh 14 you &t any time visit the hospital I would

= to Madelline.

Waoo, Toisa

yery much sppreciste 1t 1f you would stop in to speak

Here is copy of letter I have just recelved

wahlngt=n
" St & 2T heet prom the sister of A. L. MoCamy who wes lynched at

Ever sincerely,

Haw Tork
Hara
Hee Mrs., Eleanor Roosevelt
Pittsbargh, Fa.  Homar & Brows The White House
Wasbiagten,D.C. William . Mastia Washington, D. C. ll.""'
Wilmispies, Dal. Louls Lo Reddlng L'

Wil/BR L‘J

fj .

m@zjﬂ
o

A

Dalton, Georgla, charged with "oriminal attack".

4

W
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(Received at N,A.A.C.P, Offlce September 22, 1938)

B4E ¥, Union 7treet
Jacksonville, ila,

Bear Mr, whitep

I thank you v much for what you wrote in the Pittaburgh
Oourier, They di mtﬂ_gva my brother a ohance, They only had hi on
suspioions, e was in the bed asleep, He closed his stand in the

no end o1 Dalton before 10 o'olock and he and my husband opame

to oafe in south Dalton in a taxi, A, L, walk from thete howes. He
was 8 in the bed aslesp 10170 o'clock, While e know go ex:ct my
sister in lav wae taking medicine, 9 - wag up at that time to t.:o
her medioine and passed through his Toom, A. L, walked home dowr the
street behind one of the neiphbor's daughter almoet to his home, The
white lady eaid it happened between 11 ulc}uuk ﬂ"d 12 o'elook,

!y slster went to the house and talked w th the white 1.0
and she sald ghe did not know who it “but whoe it was did not
touch her the was only etanding at the fobt of her bed and they ran,
'rhcdapoll.un caue down there 8o the 86 and arrested him about 2 o'glock
Friday A.M, i ;

Wo tried to gnt a hunw m!"l; Friday. They put 1t of ¥ until
z
and

Saturday, daturday they put 4 ‘unti} Monday. They went to the jail

Bunday A.M, zbout 1315 of t « That nipht one of ihe deputy
sherrif t,ld us that the = Eplli to us if we did not et off
the straat so we drove to lled the jailhouse and th-

sherrif told us where the ! e made & gtatement in one of tle

. papers he did not k ara body was until four hours afterward,

Ihnt was a lie, Yie Arove to Chatt, in a 1938 V8, It did not take us
w'

Moth. x and T of the family have been talking to !r. /. T,
Atwater of Home. Tha you had written for information, If ¥y want
to write me = Neneva MoCamy Cade- $#113 MUary Htreet, Rome, Ca,

I am leaving Jam, Sum, night.

Te would 1lke to have sme information from you what to do,



lovewbor 6, 1936

Deur Ur. White:

Thauk you very uwuch for
yuur cougratulations and your good
wishes. Both the Presldeat uud I
appreclate them wore than I cun say.

I thloxk ¥lss Gelitiorn's
wrticle is fine,sud I do hope that
someth liig can be done thiz yeur whilch
will ce hel ful to your cause,

Very cordially yours,

Mr, Walter White
69 Fifth Ave.
NYC
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TREASURER
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November 4, 1936

P - A T. 'Waldan

Ml il meta Omrl M

Cambrbigs, Masa, Prof. Musley 0. Hudscsn

Charleston, W.Ta. T. 0. Nuttar Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:
. m!um . Hicholsos f

Isn't 1t perfectly amazing how cverwhelm-
ing the President's triumph has been?

Having noted in your column on Mondasy
that Miss Marthe Gellhorn had lunched with you,
it opcurs to me thet you might be interested in

the enclosed article by her from the Lnndon'.

foa haries B Toser %
s T, Spectator, which 1s so magnificent a one that
Morthampdes, . Willlam Alisa Hellson
Oklaboma Cily  flosccs Dusjes we have reprinted it. Should you went additional
Thlimdalphlis Isadors Martln
Bb. Laals Hldney B Rsdmond

Spriageld, Mass. Rov. William ¥. Dalery  gopies I will be glad to send them to you.

Wabtgtes RS darerT Raset with cordial personal greetings and
NATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTEER 3
7 P congratulations to you end the President,
e BETEE
Edward B Ever sincerely,

Oolmmbla, B 0. M J. Fredariek
i Hars Seer n{ry tJ" rllﬁl
13 v X
%{: Mrs, Eleanor Roosevelt L
Pitaburgh, Th  Homar & Brows The White House €
Ao SmwWS ashington, D C. N[ S
Wilsingien, Del. Louls L Reddlng r"."" "
5 f‘ h { |.|"

s A %
WW/RR W F i l'é'\ : )
¥ j‘l s
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NATTOMAL ASSOCIATION \WOR 71 ADVANCIMENT OF COLORKED PEOPLE
89 Fifth Avenue = New York

ODotober &, 1936

Uy dear layor La mm:di‘i.

I wish to place before you for your consideration certain
faots relative to the problem of institutional or other care for
Protestant delinquents, partioylarly Negro children. I do this not
sp much in ny oapucity as Seoretary of the lN.A.,\.C.0'., though 1t 18
partly frum.thnttggint of view that I write, but nlso as one who has
served for same ge and o half years on the iloard of the MNew York
State Training Sohool for Doys at larwick, whore I have had opportunlty
to study this situation at firsthand, in cooperation with persons far
uore ert than I sush as Dr, Frederiok I’y 7ilney of the lNeurologloal
Institute, Lir. Douglas Falooner of the lirooklyn Sureau of Charities, Lr,
James larshall, lir, ‘alter liendelsohn, lr. vid T. Leahy, Lr. David C.
adie, Camissioner of Soolal Velfare of the(lktate of Hew York, and others,

I hove within the last few
probleu thro having been appointed
comittee to uire into the charges of dis
State Tralning dohool for Girls a

This letter to you 1
of delinquenoy and the hapha
Hew York City over many years,
letter I have recently regelved
fare agencles signed by :
this letter I am infortifyg
Federation, the Court e
with you in regard to

en another aspeot of thils
or Lehnan to serve on the
nation at the lNew ¥York

generally by the serious problen
in which it hup been handled in
t is motivated specifically by a
he Federation of FProtestant 'el-
Cutter, ixedutive uecretury. 1In
y in July you asked the Frotestant
rtnent of rFublio /elfare to confer
focilities for the care of Protestant
mrt-fiégro children. Out of this conference
SToposal to have a segregated institution

has gpown, ao

for Hegro de g8 Cutter inforns me that Dr. Sunderland ham
suggested for {deration ./iltwyck, on institution belonging
to the Hew I t Episcopal City liission Soolety.

A8 you o know, the Federation has employed Mr. Louls Evans
of Chiocago as oconsultant and he 18 to be here Ootober 5-7 to dlscuss
this situation.

I note that you have promised to Le present at the dimner,
whioch I shall attend, at the Granercy Park Hotel on next Tuesday evening.
1 um, therefore, tak this means of laying before you for considera-
tion the measured opinion or this assoolation whioh, I happen to know,
is shared by others, both white and Negro.

I do not, of oourse, intend to say that the poasition we take
is unanimously approved, MNor do I wish to question the sincerity of
the motives of those who take what seems to us to be a short-sighted
:n:ihnmm step in proposing the establishment of a segrefated instl-

utlion.

Fernit me, as briefly ao possible, to sumarize the Bi%untiun
a8 it appears to us. There is no yuestion, as we huve learned a
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darwlok, that the liegro aspeot of the problem of <elinquenoy is an exoeeding-
ly grave one, The percentage of Negro boye in the institution has risen
atunﬁilg. But what are the reasons for that disproportionate rise? It is an
inevitable devel t of the economioc and other conditions in liarlem, though
we have at .arwlek boys from certain other areus such as the Ned llook seotion
in Brooklyn, the lower Last Side in llanhattan, and the forelgn section center-
ing on the east side of the late 90's and early 100's, in whioh the delinquen-
oy rate 1s high., I wish, however, to confime nyself in this letter largely
to the situation in Harlem., You kmow, of course, that the percentage of un-
employnent 18 very high today, some asserting that as high as 654 of the adult
population is without euployment. Such runmiluruant as hos taken plece in liew
York City follows the sltuation in other citles, namely, the re-smploynent
rate for Negroes lags far behind that for whitea. ‘liere there is employuent,
the wages paid in private industry are usually so low as to necessitate both’
mother and father being away from home from early norning until late at night
and thus unable to glve proper home tralning und care to their c-llﬂ.].d ren.

Paronthetioally, pernlt me to express here omnce nore my own personal ap-
preciation for the manner in whioh your administrgilon has lnoreased rk,
.Bwil:minﬁ Eﬂﬂl and playground facllitles in larl which inevitably will low-
er the delinquenoy rate through giving these yn ters an opportunity to
play elsewhere than in the streefs,.

This lower economic status inevitably
brought into the Children's Court than g
again do they suffer (and this is pa
lack of sympathetlc and interssted o vwhen Lrought into court. Con-
tributory in large measure to this 1N b+ aot that the Protustant welfare

agencies do not have the same attitudd Lowards legro children as toward
white onea, such private instituttos Rlldren's Village and Berkshire
Farms drawing the ocolor line pfié # admit Negro children.

ilegro children to be
Lbe the cuse. And here
foault of Harlen itself) fron a

ok and other places that nmany if not.
colored, are not really delinguent but
jut, us you know, nelther New York itate
foster home plucement or other aneliora-
toble Aesult is the disproportionate percentage of

his is jgooentuated by, the faot that when these Loys are
ready to be released 4 be returned-te nornal soolety instead of be-
ing institutionalized ong residence in institutions, they are not able
to find Jobs as readily as white boys and girls. For axuupin, at Warwlock to-
day we have between ninety and one hundred boys, nost of them legre boys who
should have been returned long since to nornal society but who cannot be re-
turned because we ocoannot find Jobs for them and their hone environnment has not
ioproved sufficiently to justify their returnm there. ‘'his problem is also in
a sense a sonewhat terporary one in that the migratlon of Negroes to lew York
City fron the South and the .Jest Indies, from around 1916 through 1929, has
added to the problem thro the fact that many of these children und their
parents vome from the intolerabls conditions of the Louth. I do not Lelleve
that this 1s going to be correoted overnight, but the stoppage of migration to
New York City and the oounter nmigratlion from New York will tend, I believe, to
lesssn this problem.

But I do not need to point out to you that this problem of the llegro
ohild is only a segnent of the larger problen the treatnent of delinquenocy
in New York City. ifith the nxunptghn of the faet that Protestant welfare
agenoles do provide nore institutional care and attention for the white de-
linquent than they do for the Nugro cne, the plight of the white delinquent

most of these chiMren, both
ars the viotins of und
nor New York city rr
tive action. The in
liegroes at ./anrlok.
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is but little better than that of the Ne one, Certainly, it 1s no secret
to you that there 18 much to be desired the work of ouoh orpanizations as
the Children's ild Soolety and the Sooclety for the Prevention of Cruslty to
Children, Nor is 1t any socoret that in 1ts handling of the problem of delin-
quency llew York City is now and traditionally has Leen far behind many other
, aities in the United Statea, I not only believe that it would do but 1little
ood but that eventually it would do infinite ham to establish a Jin Crow
nstitution. I, for one wuu.'l.d. nost vigorously oppose the esiablishment by
the Federation of Protestunt ''elfare hgeneles or one else of such an in-
stitution. I would do so nnt a8 a matter of 141 1eory but because segre-
gated institutions not only are leas well kng nnd Tinnne ed but they
broaden and deepen the chamm of mlsunderstanding between the races, fostering
as they do falloolous notlons of racial Bugariurity and inferiority. I know
that you agree that elther we have got to learn how to live together with
Justice and amity in the United States or else we ure poing to have even
greater disasters than in the past.

I take the liberty, therefore, of urging you to disassoclate yourself
from the proposal, however well lntentioned, to gstaublish thls segregated
institution. Such a proposal appears to me to siiply the following of
the casleat course, nanely, whenever a problerni ooting a minority group :
arlses to resort to the Lemporary expedlent of sbiting off the group, particu-
larly if it be a NHegro one, lnto a separat /here consolences need not
be d{aturhnd by frequent contact with it. 7 quivalent to the tradition-
al using of vaseline to ocure a ocanoer d of gdaing: at the fundanental
cause of the disease.

To this end, therafore, ma that you uppoint a comnittee to
study the whole question of del ua und its treatment in New York city.
I would like to suggest that n ] d this corvilttee nake an impartia’
study of the children's courjf th blic institutlons, but also Of
the private agenciocs, copecihf Uhe .”P.G.G +y b0 which, if T an informed
correctly, New York City ocont s | 00,000, a yuur. This comiulttee
should take the long range g i tha iediate view und seek to map out
e progran for the tre t g Aorreotion of the vouses of dellnguency,
both anong Negroes frtth will correct the nanifest and almost
notorious schortoomi present- treatnent of delinquency in New York
Clty. It 1s 11 on that such far-seeing sotlion nmay conceivably
go dowvn in history outstanding service rendered by yourduring
your inpumbency as

If moneys spent for a new MAmtitution were invested instead in Harlem in
day nurseries, playgrounda and other preventative work of thils character, 1t
would do far more good for the perpoons immediately involved, for the City and
for scclety in gemeral.

With cordis)l personal greetings, I am
llespectfully youra,
(8igned) ‘alter /hite
Hon. Florslla H. La Guardia Lecretary.

City Hall
New York City

; wW/RR



November 17, 1938,

My dear Mr. White:

Mrs. Mnosevelt :nd her secretary
ury away, anl in theilr wbasnoe I have boen
asked to molmowledge thelr mail,

Tha oopy of ‘Studiow in Tooiology"”
has besn reseived, and [ will te vary glud to
briug it to Mre., Hoosevelt's attention at an
oarly date.

Vary slucore 1 yours,

Mr, e&lter hite
89 F fth Avenue
BHew York
Hew York

J

oA



HATIONAL OFFICERS

FRLSICEMT
J. E. SFinGann

CHAIRNAN OF THE BOARD
Dn. Lous T. WRiGET

VICE-FRESIDENTE
Hammie H, BummouaHs
O, ARTHUR

i e

. TREASURER
MaRT WHITE O¥INGTON

i
i

i
i
Egi

£k
i

: i;
|

it
!
i

e -

4 zalrman
b Eward 1 doris
Cambridgs, Mass, Folls Fraskfurias
Charbesles, W. Vi T, 0, Nattsr
Uplambls, 8.0, M. J. Fredrick i
Hew York Morris Lo Ernst
%
Plitsbargh, Fa. Homer & Brown
Tolods, Dlibs Jumas B. Haally
Waaklaglea, D0, Willlam H Hislls
Wikmlsgples, Dal. Louls [ Faddlag

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE

G

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

WaALTER WiiTE SECRETANT

Rov WiLEing
ASSISTAMT SECEATANT
WILLIAN PICEENS
DINECTON OF BRANCHIS
Damst E. Lamrxin
FILLD BECRETANY
CHaRLES M, Houston
fl SPICIAL COUNSIL
Juanita E JicEsow

SPECIAL ARBISTANT TO THE
BICRETARY

68 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
TELEPHONE: ALGoNoUIN 4 3581

Hovember 12, 1936

b

'|'.'|l]'i'|">J"

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I think you will be interested in
and pratified by "A Texas Lynching" which I
am sending you under separate covers

I think we have made a real step forward
towards interracial justice in America when an
i:nflmnti 1 southern school.like Southern Methodist
University could make this courageous and objective

study of a lynohing.

Sscretary

Mrse Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White Housa
Washington, D. Ce

wi/as

ENDORSED BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
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Official Organ: The Crisis

L

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

You asked me to send you our analysi
bill for federal aid to adﬁcatiun whicgsw:suinzﬁg-
duced in the last session of Congress by Senator
Harrison and #r. Fletcher and which, we understand,
will be reintroduced in the present session. Here

_1s copy of a letter which we have written to the

National Education Association in response to their
requests to us that we Join in endorsing the bill.
I enclose also, as you requested, copy of the bill
as 1t was introduced in the Seventy-fourth Congress.

Our letter to the N.E.A, sets forth in full our
specific critieisms. I would like very much to have
your reactions to them when you shall have had
opportunity to read them.

1 am to be in Washington to attend a meeting
under the auspices of the National Youth Administra-
tion beginning tonight and extending through January
8th. I know how busy you are just now but if you
have a few minutes to spare I would like to come in
to talk with you. I can be reached at the Whitelaw
Hotel, 12th and T Street, N. W.

Ever sincergly, ;
Secretary.

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Wi GLE

ENDORSED BY THE NATIOMAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVEMUE, NEW TORK



December 31, 1938

Mra. Agnes Sasuelson, President .
National Education Assoolation, :

1201 Bixteenth Street, Northwest, \
Washington, D, 0.

My dear Mre, Sasuslsong

The Haticnal Assoolation for the Adva
has caurefully consldered the lettex 1191:9
23, 1936, by Mr, 8idney B, Hall, Chalruan of ¢
of your Assooclation, an: the lotterm
by Mr, Howard A, Dawson, your D
to support the "Harrison-Fletohf
the 75th Congress, providing J
rdusation, The d.-:ll.:f in our ge
to give the bill the consideréd
subjeot dewanded,

mont of Colored People
warded it Septenber
egislative Comission
ad Noveuber 27,1834
Rural Service, asking use

as it wiil be introduced in
to the states for public

en due to the frot we desired
efit wiloh the importance of the

The Assooiation
because it contains pd
favoer the general p
and the autoncmy of

{he bill in itse present form
agolagt raclal disorlvination, e
deral ald for education in the stutes,
bver public echool eystem but the
uniform accepted prag prn stutes diverting monles properly
belonging to the edupa gyoes to the education of whites com=
pels us %o insist on gpeolfic protisions in the bill itself ageinet

racial disor ; on,

The *Har 4 oneT Bill* provides an initial grant of
$100,000, by the Feseral Government to be apportioned among the
several sfstes and tergltories for the improvement of thelr public
sohoole, fn the proporylon which the mumber of thelr inhablitants, aged
five to t oluaive, bears to the total muber of inhabi-

nty years }

tante Ad\ five to * ty {aara, inclusive, of all the stutes and
tEIﬂ‘ED:‘ ﬂ al ] rll.t on is lnoreased annually by 550,000,000,
until the wawidam—epetial approprintion of 3300,000,000, is reached. The
manner in which thHe monies appropriated and nmmr‘tlnm ghall be ex-
pended 1s detemmined exclusively by the lepislatures of the atates and
territories, free from Federal control, except for (1) an annual
agpounting {ry the State to the United §tntu Oomaissloner of Eduoation
of the expenditures of the funds rn“""dfl (3) an annual report to the
United States Comnissloner of Kducation showing the manner of die—
bureing the funds received anu the work and improvements accowplished
there (3) an obligation to maintain a system of public schools
avallable throughout the stute or territory for not less than 1?0 days,
olosinge due to epidemios, fires und acts of God exocepted; and (4)

a condition to the l.pponinrumt shall have expended from state orx
territorial or local revenues, a sum for each inhabltant aied five to
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twenty years, inolucive, for public elementary and secondary schools,
not less than the suu expended in that state or territery in the sohool
year ending in 1934, It 1@ inturesting to note that as to (3) and (4)
above no obligation ie iuposed on the states and territorics to report
the length of thelr respective school terms, or the expendi tures of
state or territorial or looal revenues; and no suthority is oonferred
on the United Btat. v Cow imeioner of Education or nn{ other Federal
officer to inveetigate these matters on his own initlative. The que etion
suggests itself how they ar: to be enforoed, i

But our basic objection is that under the plenary power granted
the state and territorlal legielatureo under the *Harrison-Fletoher
Bil.%, there is nothing te prevent any state or territory from expend-
ing every oent of the monies ﬁf{:ﬁpxintad and apportioned tc it on the
white sohools and tie white ohildren, resardldes of the needs or the
Negro sghocl population, This is no more thedretical objeotion. but
an objeotion founded on the faots of present otices In the ﬁouthern
stutes, Neuro ohildren -arc and will be counted |when the state or ocounty
ie trying to Loost its population figures in er to obtain larger
?:nntn for education; but they are, and if history ie any

ndication will be, ignored and negl counties and school
districts expend tﬁn ume 80 boosted op the str '

popplation,
For example, in 1833=-19 abama |gpent on ite publioc schoole
for all purposes #18 J popistituted 32,75 of Alabama's

3873,037, Wegroes 4‘;
sohool population. But the whitd schookp/received ;lc,851,029 (89.24) off
the sohool appropriations, whild bhe WNefro schools received only
%3,020,398 (l0.84%),. Exnnpi for mi ariations in percentages thie
unjunt distribution of sghe tduplicated in every Southern
state, Inetead of the He an toward equalliging educa-
tlonal opportupity as b xnd Nepro ohildren, the
differentials againet/Yegroes are preadily inereasing. Per jupll en-
Tolled the disparity pitween Negro|ind wilte mchool expendi tures in
twolve Southern statek\in 1900 was/48%; the dieparity in 1930,358

The statistios on edudyt bouth reveal that left to ;hnir

own devices the wore wondy hern states have to spend for

publioc eohorl ; iately they spend on Nepro schoole.

'
B

under the MHarrison-Fletgher Bill" if passed
t any sufepuarde apainet discrimination may
be inferred [from the u r in whioh the Houthern statce h.ve ad-

ministered eretofore allooated to them in aid of edu-
oation, Wri a, where Negroes constitute 30,84 of the total
pop lation, er in his "Preface to Peasantry* (193:)
Btatae;

"The total Federal expenditure for educational purposes in
Georgia through the gummer of 1934 was nearly five million dollars;
of this the Negro received (843,733,34, one eijhth (12,5%) of the
total,...Between Ueptember 1934 and April 1935, the FERA spent
$634,967.83 in Georgla for the improvement of school property;

$614,696.67 or 96.8 per cent for white; 920,281,165 or 3.2 per oent
for Megro," (310-311) :
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To return to Alabewa, in 1933-1934 Alabama reoceived §3,901,938 from
the Federal emergency funds for publio sghools, It azplndna 23,485,155
(69%) on white schools, and $4E5,783 {11;} on Negro schools, The only
Federal funds in ald of education, out of which Neproes receive any-
thin 1like thelr proportionate share, are the appropriations under the
Morrill land grant oollu;e aots, where the amendment of 1890 expressely
provides for "a just and e taﬂln divielon® hetween white and Negro
golleges, where soparate oolleges are maintained by the state; antl the
funds administered by the National Youth Administration and morxe
recent Federal nmtrg-unr grants where express regulations have been
promulgated for divieion of wmonee between ths ragea,

Item by item, the record of public education in the Bouth shows
wholesale disorimination againgt Negroes. To illustrate; in South
Garclina Negroes gonetitute 4 of the sohool|population; but in
1533-1933 Bouth Carolina spent §351,932 trans ing 29,3264 white
giildren to elementary sohools, and in the entife state only $628 on
the trnnnfortntlnn of Hegroes to elementary sohtols, It spent %310,154
transporting 17,867 white ochildyren to and not one cent
on the transporfation of Negra ohildr hoola, In Maryland,
& border state whers oonditione for Hag er than in the
deep South, wayge differentials ar =8 tate code it~
self apainet Negro tcuchere (Artid In North Carolina, which
is usually referred to as the dgeive state in the South,

Ur, Hoarge Mann Bond found tha

"In 1933=-1830, rural Ne
porting 172,286 white ohildren t
thousand dollars less ? m
ghildren enrolled in Hgfh
deed, in 1825-1930, Mgt :
for white ohildren ——[§363,300-- %
children—$209,911. P
heating, 115]11111:5, Al
Carolina spent in 1930
epent for all n

h @afolina epent £3181,130 in trane -
gfigol, but almost two dred
pg-0f teacghers for 190,817 Nepro
7 ‘h\ gchovls in thig year, In=-
gpent~more wmoney for school trucke
it did for new aschools for Negro
iture, apparatus, egquipment,
p white rural ochools #d North
thousand more dollars than was
f¥tes for Negro children,...The
fijures here ly~sha at new servioss mean that the Negro
ohildren wi eoeive & contimiingly analler proportion of the publle
school until theds\ new sarvices have been dietributed almost
universally /aong the white sohools," (*The Eduoztion of the Negro in
the Ameri Social Ordgy*—1834--p.ltbH)

ties having heavy Negro populations which
ities at all for Negroes, and 195 other ocuntles
gohoola, Theee examplea of disorimination could
be multippled without end,

The argument has been made that the 3States themselves do not
disoriuninate, that they apportion the monies to the counties and schodl
distriots on the basia of population, and that the ulsorimination
against Negroes is effeoted L'y the local authorities in the gounties
and sohool aistriots. Limited to primary and secondary schools, this
propoeition may be acocepted as Eﬂu%]{ true, A typical umpia of
the in whioh the looal sohool authoritlies divert montundgznplrlr
hilu::!ng t0 Negro schools may be taken from Dr, Raper's book, "Preface
to Peagantry*, above mentioned)
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“In 1938 the Ueneral Assembly of Jeorgla appropriated to
the Greene County Bouisd of Lducation §11,874.63 for 1,998 white
children of school age and $15,548.45 for 2,818 Negro eduocables,
The total publioc expenalture for Negro education in 1928 was $8,131;
the remainder §7,418 wae diverted by the County Board of kduoation
to the funds used for white schools, This sume year the General
Apsembly appropriated to the Magon Oounty Board of Lducation
$7,837.65 for 1,667 white educables and §17,883.66 for 3,851 Negro

hlldr!n of sohool age, Of the amount appropriated for Negre
education, 310,420 was spent for Negro schoole and $7,463 was
diverted to white schoolea,

"In 1933, sogcording to figures seoured from the Georgia
liepartment of Efduoation, an even larger p rtion of the state's
al{ntnnnt- for Negro education wag divertellito the whites, In
Greene, Negro schools received 6,001 of tAd $31,2%5 appropriation;
in Macon $5,964 of the §24,339 state allotment) For Hegro sohools,

s i The total amount diverted|\ from Ne.ro to white
schoole throughout the state in 1833, acoo to figures from the
Georgia Dspartment of Eduoation 1,150,000,"(306~308)

The impoasibLility of Negro cltizens = elr frie bringing suit in
eech separate gounty and sochool d bo obtain an ajualized ex-
penditure of the Federal funds @i ould be avallable under this
“Harrison-Fle toher Bill® is appes nn].y effeotive safepuard is
to write the provisions for dgi : nto the bill 1teelf and
suppert the pame with sanoctions,

Jhen it ooues to edw
the general aduinistrat

(g college and universlty levels,
bk theuselves directly dls-
criminate agalnat Ne 8, h not B single state unlversity in
the Bouthern or bordey atates, exodnt Maryland, which adults Negro
Btudents to any of 1tg |[departments) Pbedient to a mandamus decree, the
University of Maryland ting Negroes to ite sbhool of Law
Gince 1935, Yet Negroey tain these state universities

ot Jouthorn and border states have separate under—
graduate sty llepges(for Negroea; but without exception theus Negro
i fped are inferlor, item for item, to the
resarved nxuiuniﬂlr for uhl'.tu. Except
versity of Maryland just olted, not a
AT pigyvides for the profesaional education of Negroes
at public expen and” #nly one state, Virginiak has made a foeble be-
0 TN k in arts and sclences for Negroes by tacking
on a so-called (substandard) graduate department ® its separate under-

If & Megro student wighea the same graduate or professional
training offered to white students in the state university, he uust
leave the state and travel hundreds of miles as an exile to some
outslde university, Cnly six of the 19 etates where suparate sohools
are mandatory by law make any pretense of atding their Negro citimsnas
to obtain professional or graduate training. These six states —- Wget
Virginta, Misscuri, Maryland, Oklahoma, Virginia and Xentuoky——make a
gesture of aidiag such oxiled Negro students by granting a limited

number of them out-of-state soholarships, Thege soholarshipe, however
L]
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are mere plttances and no substitute on any conceivable basls for their -
exclusion from the stute universities., Yet under the elastic provisions
of the "Harrison-Fletoher Bill" the states in thelr digoretion could
expend every cent of the Federal monles appropriated for maintenanoce

and expansion of their state universitiee, to the complete exolusion

of Negroes from any benefits therefrom, |

The National Assooiation for the Advancement of Polored People
in its desire to see the lepltimate interests of Negro sehool ohildren
in the Bouthern and border atat:as proteoted, ndvooates the following
amendments to the “Harrison-Fletcher Bill¥;

1, that whersver separate solioocls are maintained in a etate or
tuﬂitar{ under suAhérity of law, the monles apportioned to the state
or territory wnder the blll shall be divided expended for white
and Negro schools ruapuetlval{ in the proportiphe that the widte and
Negro ohildren, agesd five to twenty years, inolusive, bear to the
total i-n;mla.ﬂun of the etate or territory, ugdd flve to twenty years,

ve ;

inolus
(3) that no public school in th erritory shall be
maintained for less than one hmdred oloeinge dus to

npidn!.?l fires, and aots of Oed f-_,
3’ that wherever separate poHto are maint ed in & state =
or territory under authority of 1lsy, no state or territory shall

receive any gart of the apportighgent undey the bill for any year un-
less during the sohool year ne { {z the year for whioh such
apportionment is wade it hae exbehded pm state or territorial or
locael revenuss, through state or bem al and local unita combined,
a sun of money for the whita gnd Negrol sohools respectively not leas
than the amount spent on : arutg educational divislons in the
school yeAr ending in 1959

4) that the o 1 authority uesignated te pespresent
the state or territory i y Within elx monthe after the close
of the fiscal year in puch state ox| fexritory, prepare, and within thirty
days thereafter shall o/United Slates Uoumissioner of
Education a report whi ok de; (a) an audit of the funde
apportioned to the gtateg f3dry, showlng ths manner of distributing
-'un?n%u agcomplished thereby; (b) &

the same, and tHp wepk and imyp

*T8poTE. showing of daye in which each public elementary and

high salhool {Re the sohool year next preoceding the date of

the report the state or territorlal or local revenuss
dad &5 ¢ territorial and local units combined, during

the sghool ywk tgding the date of the report, slowing the

distribution E and Ne.ro sghoole, where separate sohools

atle ma.l? r mhthority of law

§) that 5 Unlted States Commiseloner of Fduc .tion finds
that tha portioiment made to a state or territory for the ocurrent
fisoal year is not belng expended for sducational purposes or that
the state or territory has violated the provisione of the bill as re-
gards the length of school term or the distribution of school funds
he shall give notiweof these faots to the chief educational n.uthnrﬁy
and to the governor of such atate or territory., If, after being mo
notified, a state or territory oomtinuss in guch fallure or wviolation,
the United Btates Oomulssioner of Education shall report thereon at
onos to the Seoratary of the Interior, who shall be authorized and
direoted to witkhold all payments to the state or torritory wmtil the

terms and conditions of the bill have been oomplied with,
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Fundamentally, the Natlonal Asscolation for the Advancenent
of Colored Feople ﬂfnﬂl!l Inﬂl?iiﬂ- achools bedause no segregated
eschool gystem operates to give Negroes the equal proteotion and benefit
of the law, It uoes not gencrally adveoate a division of publio monies
betweon the races ou the basls of population ratio, On prinoiple,
publio money is not earmarked agoo to the race of the taxpayer
or the raoe of the beneficlary, but should be dispensed acoording to
publio need, If so dispensed, Negroes would receive muoh more than their
population ratioc becaus: suppression and disoriunination haw made the
educational needs of Ne @ many times those of the white ation,
For instanoce, the 1934 National Conferenge on Fundamontal Problems in
the Eduoatlon of Negroes, held unde:r the ausploes of the Beorutary
of the Interlor, found that if educational wortunities for Negroes wes
aotually equalized with thoge of the widtes §4,000 adiultional Negro
publio echool tzacheis would be needed at on

The Hatlional Amgsoolation for thes Advan
regards & divislon of the monhes whi
"Harrison=-Fletcher Bi11" by racial
separate sohocle exlst, «e Just one
is here proposed priusarily the e
easily administered and certein Program

ent of Colored People
apportioned under the
0 in statce where

a diviegion
itely measurable,

t the states must spend on
]l the anrunte spent from state
piing in 1934 does not promote

the inorsase of disorimination,
preportion of sohool monlea,
aorage esdugational expendditure
g and 013,57 for ezch Negro

ot lmproved by 18343 all indications
ght to equalire educational
y Antensliiled; otherwlse the pro—
5 will meely agpravate and perpstuate

In the pame wuy, the
the sedusatlon of eacli race no -
and logal funds for the sohool §
justice and equality, but
Neproas will stlll be ahp
In 1930 in eleven Bouth#
was B44.31 for each wh
p.pil enrolled, The
are that it had beoons
opportunities in the
posed Federal oubgldy
present injustioces,

tandarda of meaguremsants and provide samotions
to puarant 8 are enforced, The states and terrltories
oan l:ill ternine and/e¢xecute thelr educational polioles free of

Federal co

At gour d Oonventlion your Assoclation adopted a plank in
its platform providing

"Teachers sho ld not be disorininated apuinet becausc of
race, oolor, belief, resldence or economie or marital atatus.”

Wa trust that the same apirit of falrnese which led to the adoption
of thia resolution will occnvinoce you of the necossity and justive of
our mrud amendment s, and that you will modify your endoreement
of th: "Harrison-Fletcher Bill" accostingly,

Yours very truly,

(8igned) WALTER WHITE
Beoretary



Térn CONGRESS
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Juse 15 (ealendar day, Juxe 20), 1036

Mr. Hanmison introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred

ta the Committee on Education and Labor

A BILL

To promote the general welfare throngh the appropriation of funds

—_
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to assist the States and Territories in providing more effcctive

programs of public education.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Iepresenta-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That the sum of $100,000,000, or so much' thereof as may
be necessary, is authorized to be appropriated and appor-
tioned annually to the several States and Territories to be
used by thelrn for improvement of their public schools in
the manner preseribed by their respective legislatures, and
the sum authorized to be appropriated and apportioned
annnally for such purposes is hereby increased by

£50,000,000 for each fiscal year: Provided, That the total
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1 sam approprinted for any fiseal vear for such purposes shall

[ €=

not exeeed $300,000,000,
S, 20 The amounts approprinted under anthority of
. * o - 4
this et (less amounts set uside for afministrative Purposes I
tnder seetion 9) shall be apportioned among the States and
Territories in' the proportion which the number of their

inhubitants aged five to twenty vears, inclusive, beatt (o the

totul number of mhabitants aged five to twenty years, elu-

D O =3 o= o o e

sive, of all the States and Territories. In the compitation
10 of all sums apportioned under this Act to the States and Ter-
11 ritories for the fiseal years ending June 30, 1936, 1937,
12 1938, 1939, 1540, 1941, 1942, 1943, the population fig-

| 13 ures shall be taken from the fifteenth decennial census of the
14 United States. - In computations for the fiscal Years ending
15 June 80, 1944 to 1953, and for each suceessive ten-vear
16 period hereafter, population figures shall be taken from the
17 decennial census of the United States next preceding the
I8 beginning of each period.
19 See. 3. The manner in which the funds apportioned
20 to epch State and Territory shall be used for the maintenance
21 of the program of public eduention shall be determined hy
22 the legislature thereof, and no provision of this Act shall be
23 constrned to prevent the use of such fands to provide a pro-
24 gram of public education for persons under five or over

5 twenty yéars of age, nor to delimit the States and Terri-
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tories in their definition of a program of publie education.
The legislutive ennctments shall provide for the distribu-
tion and administration of such funds as shall be apportioned
to suid States and Territorics and shall designate the ehiel
State or Territorial school anthority, whether the State
or Territorial superintendent of publie instruction or other
legally constituted chief educational authority, to represent
snid State or Territory in the administration of this Act, and
for the purposes of this Act such authority so designated
shull be recognized by the United States: Provided, That
in any State vr Tervitory in which the legislature has not
taken action as herein required, the governor of said State
or Territory, iusofar as he may have authority to do so under
the law of such State or Tenitory, may, until six wonths
after the mljmn'mm'nr.nf the first resular session of the
legislature in sueli State or Teorritory following the date of
cnactinent of this Aet, take such action as is herein required
to be token by legislative enactment, and sueh action by
the Governor shall be recognized by the United States for
the purposes of this Act. The State or Forritorial treas-
urer shall be designated and appointed as costodian of all
funds received by said State or Tervitory as apportionments
under the provisions of this Act to receive and provide for

the proper custedy and disbursement of the same, such dis-
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bursement to be made in accordance with the laws of said
State or Territory.

Brc. 4. When a State or Territory shall have pro-
vided for the distribution and administrution of such funds
us shall be apportioned to said State or Territory, and when
the chief educational authority designated to represent said
State or Territory shall meke a report in ertiﬂg to that
elfect, approved by the governor, to the United States
Commissioner of Education, the United States ‘Gummis-
sioner of Education shall compute the amount due each
State and Territory and shall apportion for the ensuing
fiscal years such funds as said State or Territory may be
entitled to receive under the provisions of this Aet, and
shall ecertify such apportionment or apportionments to the
Secretary of the Treasury. The Secretary of the Treasury
ghall thereupon, through the Division of Disbursement of
the Treasury Department and prior to andit or settlement
by the (eneral Accounting Office, pay quarterly to the
treasurer of each Btate or Territory the apportionment or
apportionments so certified.

Bre., 5. The United States Commissioner of Educa-
tion is authorized to preseribe plans for keeping accounts
of the expenditures of such funds as may be apportioned
to the Btat.eﬂ and Territories under the provisions of this

Act. The chief educational authority designated to repre-
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b
sent a State or Territory receiving any of the apportion-

ments made umder the provisions of this Act shall canse

. lo be made anmually, within six months after the close of

the fiscul year in such State or Territory, an audit of such
wccounts by a certified public accountant: Provided, That
no two consecutive annual audits of sueh accounts shall be
mde by the same certified publie accountant.  Such chief
educativnal authority shall submit to the United States Com-
missioner of Education a copy of each annnal audit of such
accounts within thirty days alter the completion of the
audit. If the United Btates Commissioner of Iducation
shall determine that the apportionment made to a State or
Territory for the current fiseal yvear is not being expended
fur educational purposes and that a Stute or ’l‘e.rl'itm'y has
not substantially complied with sections 7 and 8 of this
Aet, he shall give notice of these facts to the chief educa-
tionul authority and to the governor of such State or
Territory. If, after being so notified, a State or Territory
continues in such failure so to expend its apportionment,
the United States Commissioner of Education shall report
thercon at once to the Secretary of the Interior, who shall
trunsmit said report to the Congress. If any portion of
the money received by a State or Territory under the

provisions of this Act be diminished or lost an amount equal
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to the amount so diminished or lost shall be withheld from
the 'next ensuing nmmrliunnmntls until replaced.

Src. 6. The chief educational authority designated
to represent a State or Territory receiving any of the ap-
portionments made under the provisions of this Aet shall
aunmually  submit to the United States Connnissioner ol
Fducation a report showing the mamner of distributing
within the Sthte or Territory the funds apportioned under
this Aet and the work and improvements accomplished
thereby.

Qpe. 7. After the first apportionment is made to any
State or Territory under this Aet, such State or Territory
glall not reccive any part of any subsequent a pportionmnent
unless there has been maintained, during the school year
next preceding the year for which such apportionment is
made, a system of public schools available tlu'{;ughnut
such State or Territory for not less than one hundred and
sixty days, the vlminé_’ of school due to epidemics, fires, and
acts of God being excepted. %

Qee. 8. No State or Territory shall reccive any part
of the apportionment under this Act for any year unless
during the school year next preceding the vear for

which such apportionment is made it has expended from

Gtate or Territorial or local revenues, through State or

Perritorial and local units combined, a sum of moncy for
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7
each inhabitant aged five to twenty years, inclusive, for
public elementary and secondary schools, not less than
the sum expended in that SBtate or Territory in the school
year ending in 1934,

Sec, 9, From the funds appropriated to carry out this
Act an amount not to exceed $25,000 annually is herehy
made available to the United States Office of Bducation for
the administration of this Act,

Sec. 10, As used in this Act— :

(1) The term “State” means the several States and
the District of Columbia.

(2) The term “Territory” means Alaska, TTawaii,
Puerto Rico, the Vi:giu_ Islands, the Canal Zone, American
Samoa, and Guam,

(3) The term “legislatpre’” means the State or Terri-
torial legislature Lur other comparable body.

SEc. 11. This Act shall be construed as intending to
secure to the several States and Territories control of the
administration of this Act within their rnspc:eti;'c jurisdie-
tions and to preserve State and loeal initiative in the opera-
tion of schools. No provision of this Aect shall be con-
strued to delimit the States and Territories in the Bppl‘ﬂ[ll:iﬂ.-
tion of funds for the support of schools received through the
hdeneﬁts of this Act; nor to restrict or define the kind of

schools or the character of the educational programs to be
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supported by the respective States and Territories; nor to
grant to any officer of thca United States, or to any of its |
agencies, departments, or offices, any power or authority to
approve or reject the educational programs in the States and
Territories; nor to confer upon any officer of the United
States, or of any of its agencies, departments, or offices, any
power or anthority to supervise or in any way exercise man-
ngemeﬁt and control of the educational programs of the
States and Territories, it being the purpose of this Act to
leave all supervision, management, control, and choice of
educational means, processes, and programs to State, Terri-

toriul, and local governments.

O
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Wy dear lrs. Hoosevelt: .~

WALTER WHITE TICHETARE
oy WILKIkE
ASSISTAMT SECAETARY
! EDITOR, THE CRISIS
WILLIAE PICEI NS
QWRECTO® OF DRANCHLE
Daisy E LAMPEIN
FIELD SECRLTARY
CHaniEs H. HousTewn
SPECIAL COUMSEL
THURGOOD MARSHALL
ABRIRTART AFECIAL COUMATL
Juakita E. Jacksow

SFECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE
BICRATARY

Apropos of the letter I sent you a
few cays ago to the Wational rducation Asso-
clation about the Harrison-Fletcher 5111,

Hiliag & Alecandec you will be interested in arthur Haper's
Tt aitas forey Crump t_rrillian_‘_c PatFale 1V PrabawitY gndg especially
Chapter AVI on "White ana Negro Schools" in

which this distinguished young southerner
polnts out the gross inequalitiesz in the

expenditure by certzin southern states not
only of thelr own moneys for educatlion but of

‘federal funds as well.

I hope alsc the President will have

opportunity to read this.

Ever aifcerely,

*. G

.--/- -.

Seeretary. #

¥rs. Eleanor HRoosevelt
The White House
Washingten, D. C.

wins GLF

ENDORSED DY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 218 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
Have You Written Your Senators and Congressmen Urging Support of the Federal Anti-Lynching Rill?



Junuary 14, 1937

Deur Mr, Whitep

Mrs, Roosevelt asks me to
thank you for sending her George Milburn's
Catalogue. ghe is, o course, very much
interested to see 1it,

Very sincerely yours,

Yalvina T. EBchelder
Secretary to
Mrs, Hoosevelt

Ur, Walter White
&9 "Flfth Avenue
Now York

In.Y.
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y cear Mrs. Hacaevelﬂq. 1 e o

.r1.‘I|l ‘

Under qu&rutE cover 1 am sending
you a copy of George Milburn'!s “ailabuulb which
is an extraordinsrily interesting picture of
the cultural background ol lynchinz. Perhaps
it would be more accurute to call it the
un-cultural. In any event it will be an
interesting &nd perhaps & valusble plecture,
especlally in view of the fect “that wr. Hilburn
himzelfl is & southerner.

Should he find time to read it, 1

think the President will be very much interested
also.

!_

Ever aincr.* aly,

e Tl

Secretary.

ks

Mrs. bleanor hoosevelt
The wnite House
washington, L. C.

s Ll

EMDORSED BY THE NATIOMAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 218 FOURTH AVENUE, HEW YORK
How do your Candidates for the Senate and House of Representatives stand  on Federol Anti-Lynching Legislation?
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Thi.k you very -uch for sending
me the cupy of lr. Dabuey's letter. I
do hope tha blll goes through.

Very sincerely yourid,
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A
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1 want to share with you a letter I
have Just recelved from Er, vir

the distinguished southern e

You will note he passez on the

& Scutﬂe;n Senator opposed t
bill predicts its certain pa

I woula be grateful if

resoing this, bring it to the P

ginius Labney,

aitor, in which

Z00d news that

o the anti-lynching
Ssage.

you would, after
resident's at-

tention as it will perhaps be heartening to

him also.

"ith cordial personal gZreetings, I am

Mrs. Eleanor hoosevelt

The white House

washington, U. C.

LT

Ever sincerl

1y,

ol {'JLL{ i

Secretary. {

ENDORSED BY THE NATIOMAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK

Have You Written Your Senators and Congressmen Urging Support of the Federal Anti-

Lynching Rill?



nlodwUiy 11aesS LlSPATCH
Ajchmond, Virginia

Januery 17, 1927

Lgar Mr. White:

Eurr{ Lo pe so postiferous with regard to this
syndicate article wrote you about, bul the syndicate mansger
has asked me to see ir you cuan help me.

L8 you know, synolcates hsve to have their mate-
riel in hand & week or two before publication. The synaicate in
yuestion wishus to have my article on the enti-lynching bill
Sponsored by the Maalf reaay to shoot out =s soom as your bill
is introduced.

1 caen't complete the érticle until1I know the
Lterms of the oill you are to Sponsor. It may bélthat you don't
“now what they will be yet, but it also is possidle that the
general outlines of the measure nave bepen deter ed, ané that
nothing but details as to exact language 1

1f the latter is the casg
the bi1l will Giffer in &ny material Lg%
years ago? 1t would be very aelpfu
as Lo this, in case the matier has ‘nee
know 1is Ehetﬂer L?& seneral outlines
&5 in 1935. MNeedless to sa 1
gtill hanging fire. when ug’ Gi-wxbect

BN You .= Ee me vhether
dgt irom that of two

if you could azdvise me
2ciaed upon. 411 I need to
the measure are the same

if the thing is

vill to be introduced?

Presumably thg
and Senate are the same as
in the former and 8% in the kg
know that a Southern s o W
to your oill, told
it would certainly

commitments in the House
some vieeks ago, l.e., £51
You will be interested to

> 1 believe, stronzly opposed

the other aay that he thought |

Iwo ye of course, the Commissibn on Inter-
raclal Coopersation an ssoclestion & South-rn women for the
revention of Lynching were ugainst the pill., Have ¥ou any reason
to think that they will pe with You this time.

with spolozies far troubling you, and thanking you

for your kina cooperation, I am :
Eincerely yuufﬁjxx

halter HBite, L3y, ,

Nebhsnabol, (8igned) Virginius [abney.
lew York Gity : = d



A TRIAL BY A COURT, NOT BY A MOB

LYNCHING

“An army travels on its stomach,” is a
true saying, but it is just as true that an army
cannot fight without ammunition,

. There is an army of people in America
which has been fighting against lynching, but
it has been held up because it lacks funds.
Campaigns cost money,

Lynching can be SMJ"‘iSHEl}if the people
who hate it will each give a little money
toward the fight.

For 27 years the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People has been
leading the fight against lynching. It has
done its work on a “shoe string.”  Many
fights were started with no funds in the treas-
ury—because they had to be started, Money
has been taken from current running ex-
penses to finance investigations of lynchings
—hbecause the facts had to be gathered.

We know now that a body blow can be
dealt lynching if we can get the money.

LEGAL DEFENSE

Coupled with its anti-lynghing work, the
National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People has defended hundreds of

cases in the courts—cases where colored
people were not given their constitutional
rights.

Anti-lynching work and legal defense go
hand |in hand. People must be saved from
mobs, but they must also have a fair trial.

Dimes make dollars! This nation-wide
campaign to sell anti-lynching buttons at ten
cents each is for the purpose of allowing a
great number of people to give their mites to
make up a fund to fight for a lynchless nation,

Do your share in this great crusade. This
campaign is not sectional or racial. No mat-
ter where you live or what color you are, if
you love justice, hate bestiality and savagery;
if you would have your country honored in-
stead of shamed before the world; if you
want your children to grow up in a lynchless
America, then—

BUY A BUTTON

Show Your colors — Contribute your bit.

For full information write:
The National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, 69 Fifth Avenue,
MNew York, N. Y.




FACTS ABOUT LYNCHING

There have been 5,105 lynchings in the
United States since 1882,

Ninety-nine women have been lynched,

From 1919 to 1936 inclusive, 25 persons
were roasted alive and 20 more bodies were
burned after the victims were lynched,

Sincé 1889, 749 white people and 3,020
Negroes have been lynched.

Only one-sixth of the victims have even
been accused of any sort of sex crime.

Approximately 200 wvictims have been
proved to be innocent after they were
lynched.

In only eight-tenths of one per cent of the
cases has prosecution resulted in conviction
of the lynchers.

America 15 the only nation in the world
where lynching is tolerated.

The fight to eradicate lyniching, which was
started in 1909 by a small group of colored
and white people in the North, has spread
until today it is being carried on by southern
as well as northern groups, both white and
colored, with a membership totaling 40 mil-
lion persons, including several influential
white women's church groups in the south-
ern states,

Help the N.A.A.C.P.

STOP LYNCHING

Buy 'this

¥

and
qﬁ':l.-..n.:.r@
Perpet Wipe out this
Do Your Bit

Il every person, man,
'h’DmIII'I l}r: l:h'iidd wha
hates lynching would give
a Ii11|:“ kit Blwnn] sﬂ'u:
fight, mobs could be
struck a death blow,

MNow is your chance 1o
help. Buy and wear a
S5TOP LYNCHING lbut-
ton during February,
1937, Price 10 cents
each—or whatever larger
amount you with o giv:.
Tell your friends, your
club, your school, your
lodge, your church about
this campaign,

Show your colors—
CONTRIEUTE YOUR
BIT—Fight the kerror gf
tymehing.
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February 1, 18937

Daar Blrst
Mpe. Rongevelt hne aeked ue
to thank you for the copy of "Preface
to Pessentry" by Arthur F. Reper which
you geut her. She 1le loocking forwerd
to rendlng the book at an early
opportunity.
Very elncerely youre,
!
Malvine T. Schelder
Sncretary to
Mre. Roosevelt
Notionel Associetion for the
Advancement of Colored People

68 Fifth Avenue
New York, Hew York
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My dear Mrs. Roosevelt: *

I know you and the President will be de=-
lighted to see the enclosed editorial from the
influential Richmond Times-Dispateh, "For A Federal
nti-Lynching Bi11". As you, of course, kmow, this
paper and its distinguished editor, Mr. Virginius
Dabney, are so widely and favorably known not only
throughout the South but throughout the entlre -
gountry that this editorisl will have profound

influence. When you shall have read f+, I would be
grateful if you would eall it to the Fresident's
attention. Mr. Spingarn is sending him a copy also,

I believe, but in the great mass of mail which
comes into his office I fesr that 1t might be over=-
looked.

I telephoned you on Monday but you were
gut. I talked with Mrs, Scheider and she did not
know if you had seen the Institute of Publie Opinion
poll on a federal antl-lynching bill which shows
seventy per cent of the gountry in fevor of such e
bill end, even more signifiecant, that sixty-five
per cent of the South favors the measure. I am
snclosing a copy of the poll for your and the
President's beneflt.

with cordisl personal greetings to you

and the President, :
Ever ainuerqug ;E

Secretary
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Mew York City

WW/RR

BY THE NATIONAL (NFORMATION BUREAU, 213 FOURTH AVENUE, HEW YORE

Have You Written Your Senators and Congressmen Urging Support of the Federal Anti-Lynching Bill?



Correspondunce sent to Preaident.

February 10, 1937

My dear Mr. White:

Thank you so much for your
lotter ani the snclossd editorial.
Both the Fresident wnd I wre very
pleanad.

Very aincerely yours,

Mr. Walter White
HAACP
69 Fifth save., N.Y.C.

DD



February 24, 1937

My dear Mr. White:

Mrs. Hoosevelt hsks ms to
thank you for the pamphlets you sent
%o her. Bhe 1s giving one to the
President .

Very sincersvly yours,

Malvins T, Seheider
Hearetary to
Mra. Roosavelt.

Mr. Walter White
89 Fifth Avanue
New York, Hew York

Jals]
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My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:
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February 15, 1937

I am sure you will be interested

in tne snclosed pamphlet, "Can The states

Stop Lynching?", which we have just pub-

lished.

I send you an extra copy whiech

I hope you will bring to the attention of

the President.

~ Mrs, Eleanor Roosevelt

The White House

Washington, L. C.

WW/RE

Ever sincere Vo
XLt <k

Secretary

ENDORSED BY THE MATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVEMUE, NEW YORK
Have You Written Your Senators and Congressmen Urging Suppore of the Federal Anti-Lynaching Rill?
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A Challenge to Boxing

M. 1. will not
Uon on Ghe part of the kesds of olher
¥irpinks colleges.

If boxing should Be abollabed as & cols
lage aport, that would pot be the way Lo o
Mo It e w large asd i & sbort
Mma iis sopporiers would be mying that
it bad been unjustly comdemned without
brial Decauss of & sfnpls Lrugple incldent, aed
thal ths manly ast should be revived It
would be polnied owl thal football has bad
many faialllles—ikag Lhere wre desiba gvery
year on the gridiron—but that few ever pro-
posed 1o abandon that
gt |

Ilm“mumm.
leges withaul & I ex-
mmizalion of |ls chse, wp may Bs surs Lhal
nene woald be propossd 1= (he =idsh of the
snibotlaem for i revival Vel boxing as
& aport shoukd have & medical ezaminstion.
Football's apoleglils may explain b grester
mumber of fulalities by saying that 0t & &
wnlversal spork Besing & In s differens
snd more g ke madical v
The bliterest Poss of Poclball can hardly
eialm thad it doss any serlous of permas
sant lsjury o players whe escaps the
“ascldssl” Doxing mas mesl & Alfferent
ot of challscge. Thers b & serises ques-
‘bem whether permaneni injury b doca oole
Jege bozers by Lhe constant pmmeling of
inelr eraniums—eren If lhey scape L
Faocidant.”

Wil are Lha medical Tas? Wa do nod
Unink 1% evidenod guined from sulopsies
Bald sver desd professions) pegilists i ed-
mimitly In G case of collage boming. Bui
‘e do Lhink Lhal Virginls ecliegs preaidents
shauld sppolnl & commisien, with Lhe madi-

E
|
!

t

it
5
:

-'Jiw a Federal E ynching Bill

HE TIMES-DISPATCH favers ibe Belra of the persom Iymched, If

dow, O derelict in Uil regard, the Supreme Court,
& CEp dpoleaman of the Pederal Oovern-
ment, wlll ipterfers b correch. Cosgress
€&8 Inlisvene Lo preveni the pesd for
corteclion, and especially to peevent such

B3 & drn

bearned nothlag fros thess eplscdes, tection
Houlbarn senaiors on both oocasied ex- Om Ghis, s on many ciber comaiitue
preased profoucel reseniment over Lhe | onal guestlons, Usere 18 room Sor differ-
poaaibllfy thal the Pederal Oovernseani ence of oplnlee, of courns,
sight ba permitied to inkerfers in ik LLrwiLiys Ay be wrong, and Boearod
sifairs of the Biabes, bul they do Rl Boasw may be pight Bul we should like
sem o have done anyihing > makas to see ine BOl enseied and corried 1s
sush Intarventlon mnnecessary. the Unlled Btiles Bugsems Court for &
R rullng. If ise Bupreme Couri bolds i
This newspapers primary séjective W | law imvalid, ihal will be unlortanate, Bug
e put & sop 0 1N sesmingly eoedleas Eemglhisg miusl bo done o end the pres-
series of meb murdérs which hawe dis- ent Isloleratia situation, and Lhe messuse
Graged ihe Boulth and America before | just inlreduoed scoms ihe best wky ool

Thil Impreasey us &8 [ar more e
We have sean no foe=al peecounormant
of laie on fhis subject froes 15 Com=

wral poopa of ihe mebasure has & chesr
basts In the dus process and el pros

saverslgniy” or "Biale’s righie” As leag misslon on Interracis) Co-operalion, with
a4 Male's righls sre spprecisted by the hesdguuriers In Atasis, In the spring of
Btates, and the sdminltrative soihorities | 1905, when ihe Cosriei-Weeses b2 was
of the Blates abow fthat they undiss Ideraiion, the
ihe dubles whieh sccompany the sxercle | with | chalsman, De W. W. ALt
af mxch righta, thiy believen preabfing, and manimously adopied A
in respecting thode righta, Dol whan sesolutlen calling for (he enacimsent of
b phrase “the righis of the Blaies™ de- FPedersl anlilynching legaleiion, The com-
gemeriles inle & mere shitbolath behind | susden, which W composed of 130 mepre-
which ihe Btats and local sulhorities | senlative Soulherners in I3 Bistes, de-
tag lgnoce knd Mool the law of the land | clared wilhoul o dlssemiing velse 15ai "In
by permliling lynehers to g0 unpunished nol ome case In 13 13 an effeciive effort
Fear after year, then Tus Tiwss-Dawrarcn | made by the [Sisie or local] amihoeilies
Eetlimiea Leal Ielerven by the Federal | io idenilfy and prasecuts the members of
& ol Inehing mota® It wesd on to sy that

affdaviy frees & ellsen thad mn offcer Lhoms Lhal this & brug was glvee

Is pullty of sither of ihess offenses, e | autumn of 153, when Crivss

altorpey-genefal (niltades an investige- | falien from an Alsbams jall and lymched

Uom by Pedersl O-mem Lo aseeriain in Flaride AL least 18 houri' Holics

whelbsr Lhe snllymchlng law has been Elven in Lhe natlon's press nd over
i wad G0 be Iynched,

“even In Lhe rare cass in which sueh

Ing seoerring wilhin Il boundaries, and | continse bo Scsus. 'We ses no &l

inal & Fioa of from B3000 G0 N10000 Fay | Bub b0 enecd s Pederal luw with

b bevied apaingt the county by Uss Usited i, med Lo beb Lhe O-man and the Pedesal
Bistes District Court, snd pald il i&e mnlﬂum

Iy responaibly for the Auslro-Berblsn cone very people I Lhe most danger
mwmh‘ﬂﬂlm!—:‘ oul bn W surrent race fer survival,
whlen ghren Lo Malprade—that Thare b Lhe “blte wa the dentisa would
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Februury 27, 1937

' My dear lr, White;

s
o b
Wi
of
at

iy,

69

HMrs. Roosevelt usks me to

in New York on Tuesday, Murch 2,
11 you ..sk him to meet her ut the

fice, Room 704, 331 L}ndism Avenue,
2:00 p.m% -

ay t.ut she will he glad to see
ﬁéhilxméllﬁﬂ Knlght Chaliiers when she
3

Very slncerely yours,

Becretury to
Mrs. Roosevelt

Walter White
Fifth rvenue

Hew York
I‘I‘ I‘Y.
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I wish wery nuch you would see and talk
with the Heverend Allan ¥night Chalmers, pastor
of the famous Broedway Tabernacle, who has done
a superb icb in bringing some sort of order out
of chaos in the Scottsboro case, I think 1t
would be of wvalue to you to meet him and to hear
frorn his own lips the lnside story of the nego-
tiations he has conducted so successfully in
Alabama which may perhaps bring about a satisfac-
tory sclution of these unhappy cases. I believe
glso that you will be able to be of considerable
help to him at this critical stage of the
negotiations, 7You can rely upon his complete
diseretion and wisdom. It would be most convenient
for him if you could see him at some time when you
are in New York City.

A

PERSONAL

"y

liy dear Lrs. Roosevelt:

Ever ainc?raly,
: ¢

_-"'d-l Lii— e 'I-.—'I—'_'_
bo 1 4 B R ST

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The Vhite House
Washington, D. C.

W7 : CTF

ENDOASED BY THE NATIOMAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUL, NEW YORK
Have You Written Your Senators and Congressmen Urging Support of the Federal Auti-Lynching Bill?
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- : Foreword

HE firse statistical research on lynching in this country was

completed in 1918 when the pamphlet “Thirty Years of Lynch-
ing 1889-1918" was published by the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People. The two bess known books on
lynching are "Rope and Faggot” (1929) by Walter White and
“The Tragedy of Lynching!” (1930) Arthur Raper.  Another
excellent work is "Lynching and the Law™ by J. H. Chadbourn,
member of the faculty of the law school ar the University of North
Carolina. = ;

le ben*im apparent almose at once thae Federal action would be
necessary il lynching was to be curbed and eventually wiped out.
Year after year statistics showed that the states were gither unwill-
ing or unable to curb maobs.

Accordingly, in 1921 the campaign for a Federal law became so
effective as to secure the passage of che Dyer Anti-lynching Bill by
the House of Representatives by a vote of 230 to 119, However,
the bill was filibustered to death in the Senate.

"The agitation for the enactment of the Dyer Bill stirred some stazes
and local communiries at least to express sentiment against lynching.
In 1932 lynchings reached an all-time low figure of 10, but in 193 )
they skyrockeeed to 28, The brutality and Roman haliday character
of some of the lynchings in 1933, coupled with the open approval
of lynch law by the late Governor James Rolph, Jr., of California,
areused nation-wide demand for Federal intervention,

The Costigan-Wagner Federal Anti-lynching bill, incroduced in
the 74th Con in January, 1934, succeeded in sCuring greater
endorsement from more people than any similar piece of legislation
prior to thae time, When the 74th Congress adjourned in 1936
after side-tracking chis bill and staging an 8-day hlibuster against it,
the legislation had 3 total of 42,000,000 people ledged in its faver,

In February, 1937, a new Federal :nti-lyncﬁing bill, a slightly
revised version of the Costigan-Wagner Bill, was introduced. It
comes at 3 time when a southern congressman, Rep, Maury Maverick
of Texas, has declared for a Federal anti-lynching law; when a pall
taken by the American Institute of Public Opinion {Gallup) shows
70 per cent of its voters over the nation favering.such a law and &5
per cent of its voters in southern stares favaring such a law; and
when the Richmond, Va., Times-Dispatch has declared editarially
for a Federal anri-lynching law.

1



Can the States Stop Lynching?

Opponents of federal anti-lynching legislation have constantly
advanced the argument that lynching should be handled by the
states, that the states could and would stop lynching.

During the 1935 filibuster in the United States Senate this argu-
ment was made by several senators:

“l am not in favor of the passage of thar (Costigan-
Wagner) bill, believing that the subjece matter can be
best handled by the staves,”
Sexaton Morus Suereans of Texas in 2
leteer to the Cricr, December 1. 1934,

Nutes  Thiee lyachings in Texas since this statensent—no seriow effart by
bal suihorities of the state 1o have lynchers panished.

There is no doubt that the same argument will be wsed in the
present session of Congress as expressed in the following statement:

“I am opposed to the anti-lynching bill, as 1T believe it ta
be an effurt to bring within the jurisdiction of the federal
government § matter which properly belongs to the varivus
stakes . . .

Sexavon  Mommn  Sueprams of Temas
lester o N.AACP, November 29, 1936

§.005 persons, men and women, white and black, have been
lynched in America since 1882, No punishment whatsoever was
intlicted on the lynchers in 99.2 per cent of the lynchings; and in the
8/10 of one per cent of the lynchings where punishment of the
lynchers fullowed, the punishment was slight. The two exceptions
during 1935-6 are the two Black Legion lynchings of Silas Coleman
and Charles A, Poole where the lynchers were given life.  Michigan
had not had a lynching prier to these Black Legion lynchings in
33 years.

The purpose of this pamphlet is to demonstrate the fallacy of the
argument that states can or will prevent lynchings. The record of
lynchings in 1935-1936 is shown with the record of the local au-
thorities and states in efforts to punish the lynchers,

b
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1235

January 11: F
Frasuvixton, L (Mew York Timo, January 12
A small growp of men forced its way into the Washingron Parish
jail, shoo :J best Jerwme Wilon o death, dumpad his bady
sbonguide 3 lonely road theee miles from town, and i :
Wilson had been convicted the provious August of slaying Deputy
Sheriff D, C. Woed in 3 gun fight on the Wilon place near
Franklinton, bur the Lovisizns Supreme Court had just reversed
. the conviction :.n? granted him 3 new trisl—which the lynching
. _thwarted. 3
Seate Action: Sheriff Block of Franklinton declared that the
anly cloe to the lynchers was a large hammer and promised
tg investigate. No owe hay Beew arrested.

February I4:
Manmimcouis, ‘La.: {Louisiana Werkly, March 2.)
Anderson Ward was taken from jail by 2 mob, hanged, and his
body rddled with bullets. Ward had been arrested beeause of 2
fighe with 2 white man.

State Action: According to rumar, Maringouin afficials made
an investigation but as the lynchers were said o be "partics
unknown,” mo ome bay beem arvested.

March 12:

Seavoex, Miss.: (New York Timer, March 13.)
Alr Young, was hanged to a tree in 2 school yard three miles east
af Slayden, Miz., by 3 mob of about fifty men. Young had been
sought in connection with the shooting o death of Hardy
Mackie, ;nml:i;lnn;r waorker. He was placed on an sutomo-
Tile with a rope his neck, the ocher end of the rope bang
suspended to 3 tree. One of his caprors dreve off in the car,
throwing him from the top, | Young was seized neas Roville,
Tennenee, amd transported acroas the sate line into Misissippi.—
“Mew York Port, March 15.) ;

Spate Action: According to the coroner’s jury, Young "came
to his death by hanging st the hands of parties unknowa."”
The uting At v 4 that *So far as the proof

¥
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is concerned, we don't know whether it was a hanging or

a suicide.” The justice of the prace who was standing

nearby him when the mob riddled the dangling body with

bullets said, "I'm an officer, But my friends mean more

ta me than being an officer.” No one bas bees arvested.
March 22:

Lawnexce Cousty, Miss: (ANP Duparch.)

The body of R. [ Tyrowwr, i prosperous farmer was found shat to

Liﬂ,n in the woeds by his house on the night of March 26, where

had been Iynched by 3 mob of whites sbout March 22. Tyrenne

was said to have been too prosperous for his white neighbars.

Seare Action: Nowe,

March 30:
Herxanpo-Mss: (New York Pord, March 30.)
The body of Ber. T. A Allen of Marks, Mis, was found
weighted down by 2 chain, in Coldwater River. He had been
killed in trouble berween sharecroppers and plintation owner.
In his pockes were found papers comcerning sharccroppen’ or-
pganization work,

State Action: Noewr,

April 7:
Leramarcies, Ava: (NAACTE. Investigaton. )
T'oun Scodt, Megro, had a fight with 2 white man. Scotr escaped
bt “cthe white fellow gor up the KKK, and overtock him and
cut him 2nd hung him on a pine tree limb, Shot him to death.”.

State Action: Nowe,

May 101

SErsia, ALA. (N.AGACCP, Investigation. )

gang, killed, 2nd secrecly buried, His body was found by friends.
State Action: Nowe,
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May 25:
Derroar, Mich.: (Mew York Timees, December §, 1936.)
Silas Colemran, Megro World War veteran, was shot to death by
Dayton Dean, Black Legion "Trigger Man,” and members of the
Black Legion. The only reason given for the killing was that
Dean enticed Coleman 1o a lake for the purpose of "rarget prac-
tice™ because Harvey Davis, 3 member of the mob, "wanted to
soc what it felr like o kill 2 Megro.” Judge Van Zile, com-
menting on the killing of Coleman, told the defendanes: "It is
hard to understand why you killed this man, who had never
done anything to you and whom you did not even know."™

State Action: This lynching was brought to light after in-
vestigation of the Black Legion brought about by the slay-
ing of Charles A. Poole (white). Five members of the mob,
already sentenced to life terms for the lynching of Poole,
were convicted of first degree murder and on December 4,
1936, recetved life sewmtemces for the killing of Silas
Coleman.

June 22:
Wiccixs, Miss.: (New York Tiwes, June 23.)
R. D. McGee, 25-year-old Megro, was hanged to a tree and his
body pierced with bullets for an alleged atrackion an 1 1-year-old
white girl. The night before the lynching McGee was taken
from his bed by 3 posse of citizens and secreted in the woods
away from officers until the next day, when he was carried be-
fore the girl and identified by his clothing. The mob then carried
him across the town into 3 sude road where he i3 said to have
admitred actacking che gisl.

State Action: Not cven a casnal mvestigation made.,

July 11:

GrReExssorO, ALa: (N AACP. Investigation. ) L

foe §pinmer Johwson, leader of the sharecroppers union in Peery

County, was called from his cotton parch by a small mob, bound

hand and foot and beaten. He was placed in the Sclma jail. In-

mares heard screams thar night. Next morning Johsson was not

in the jail. His body had been dumped in a secret grave ncar

Greensboro where it was found by his friends,

State Action: Nome.
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July 15:

Lowxpes County, Mise.: (New York Times, July 16.)

Beet Muare and Dooley Morfon, Negro farmers, abour 26 years
old, were taken from a deputy sheriff and hanged abour eighe
miles from Columbus, They were arrested after two alleged
attemspts to assaule a white woman, The Negroes were driven
through Columbus tn a Megro church cight miles south of
city where they were hanged.

Seare Action: Nowne,

July 19:

Fort Laveeroare, Fra: (New York Times, July 20.)

Rufrin Stacy, accused of frightening a white woman with a kmife
was snatched from six deputies near Fort Lauderdale and hanged
to a tree within sight of the
home of the woman, his
body being riddled wirh
bullets. Subsequent investi-
gatwon revealed that Stacw,
1 homeless tenant farmer,
had gone to the house to ask
for food; che woman became
frightened and screamed
when she saw Stacy's face

State Action: Despite sev-
eral investigations by
private arganizations
and the sending of in-
farmation to local au-
thorities, there has been
no ifafe action. A coro-
ner's ingquest returned

Rubin Shacy, Iesched July 19, 1935 a verdict of "homicide

af Fort Lawderdale, Fla. by persons unknown.”
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July 3o0: 5
Lousausc, M. C.: (MNew York Tiues, July 31.)
Goran Ward, 23-year-old Negro, axe-slayer of C. . Svokes, was
taken from a sheriff and deputy sheriff, and hanged. His body
was riddled with bullets. Ward had been arrested afrer the kill-
ing of Stokes and was being hurried from the county as a pre-
caution against lynching. Ward was known to be insane,

State Action: So far wome. Lynching in broad daylighe.
Sheriff lived in community all his life and knew all the
inhabitants. An N.A.A.C.P. investigation by a southern
white man revealed the names of nine members of the mob
wha lynched Ward, which names were turned over to the
governor and solicitor general of North Carolina. Among
the number were several county and city officials. "In-
vestigations™ by officials were barren of results; and as the
Anderson (5. C.) Record states "it(is ess that this
ipvestigation will end like the rest.

Auguse 3:
Yrexa, Cavrorxnia: (New York Posf, August 3.)
A mob of twenty-five men took C. L. Johnson (white) from the
county jail and hanged him. Johnson was said to have confemed
to being one of two men who shot down two officers when the
officers stopped the men to question them about a series of
robberies.

Seate Action: Neme. Night Marshall Richard W. Chees-
borough who was scationed in the city jail next door said
that he retired inside his own jail when he heard the mob
of 25 men stormihg the county jail “because I didn'e want
to have anything to do with giving the keys to the mob.”
When asked if he had notified the authorities of the lynch-
ing, he asked, "What's the use!™

August +:
Prrrseono, Mss.: (New York Times, Auguse 6.)
Bodie Bates, accused of attempting to atrack 2 white woman,
was lynched by a mob which stormed the Calhoun County jail.

bt

-

e
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The body was found swinging from a rope under a2 brdge.
Twelve hours after the body was cut down officers said they had
ne information regarding the identity of members of the mob.

State Action: Newe, After lynching Bites, the mob returned
to the jail and carried off another Megro whom officers
could not locate. Mo affort was made to defend chis second
prisoner and no one has been arrested.

August 22: :
Lowxpes County, Ava.: (N.AACP. Investigation.)
Jim Meriweather, leader of the Sharecroppers Union and of the
cotton pickers strike, was arrested by a sheriff’s posse which took
him away and killed him. The posse gave the excuse of “self
defense.”

State Action: None.

August —: .
Lowmnes County, Ava.: (N.AACPE Investigation.)
Swmith Wadkins, leader in the Sharecroppers Union, was taken by

a-band of vigilantes during the cotton pickers strike. beaten,
then shot to death.

State Action: Nowe.

September 3:
Hore Hirr, Ara.: (N.AA.CP. Investigation. )
Edward Bracey, was shot and killed by a gang of vigilances during
the cotton pickers strike.  The mob opened fire on the house and
shot Bracey as he tried to escape through the back door.

State Action: Nowe.

September 17:
Oxrorp, Muss.: (New York Times, September 19.)
A mob lynched Ellwood Higginbotham, 28-year-old Negro, near
Oxford while a jury was deliberating a verdict on charges thar
he killed Glen Roberts. a white planter. Higginbotham was
seized in the county jail by a crowd of between 100 and 150
persons and hanged to 2 tree two and 2 half miles from own.
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State Action: Nowr. Inquiries have been answered by an
announcement that no persons in the mob had been

Seprember 28:
Vierria, Ga: (New York Sunday News, September 29.)
Lewin Harris, arrested on 3 charge of drunkenness snd haviag

myﬂﬂ:';nm; sherilf, was taken from the sheridf by

CAN THE STATES §TOP LYNCHING? 13

a

November 121

Covorapo County, Texas: (New York Timn, November 13.)

A mob estimated st 700 persons, including several women, took
Henny Mitchell and Ermest Collims, sccused of the muarder of 2
nincteen-year-obd white girl, from Colarsdo County officers and
hanged them to a tree four miles from Columbes, Texss, The
mob then scateered in search of another Negro believed to be
implicated in the murder. The two youths, 15 md 14 ald,
were being taken from Houston o Colambus for trial on No-
vember 13 in Juvenile Court for the erime, ssid w have been

committed on Ocorober 17,

State Action: Neme. County Aworney O. P. Moore issed
Ocrober 16: .mmtuﬁn;"!dnnﬂ_ﬂlﬁ:&ﬂﬁm-ﬁmﬂ

State Action: Newe, - =

MouvLTae, Gromgia: (New York Times, November 14.)
L (Albany, Ga, Herald, October 17.)

B Brissow was killed by 3 posse of citizers which was search-
ain_r}dﬁ_ ;Inm.‘;:':dw have slain 3 white man in
Ris. wo Mationa] companied were ordered
Moulerie to artend the trial of Sloan.) I

State Action: The five menm were indicted for murder and
Mg- jury. j'::gpﬂl-ﬂ‘uy declared "1 am ai-

the Megroes o mob, [ consider their action an
of the will of the peaple.” County Judge Haha said: "1
am strongly ta mob violence and favor orderly
process of the law. The fact that the Negroes who so
i e S ol
i e ir revents me
o b o S e e

ing murderers last night.”

December 92

Tasrs, Fuonma: {New York World-Telegram, December 10.)
Toteph Shosmaker, Engene F. Poulwot and Sam |, thres
wﬁfmvmwmmﬂjmhl
matked mob.  Shoemaker died of his injuries. The three men
had been quessioned by the police for “Communistic activities.”
They were not Commusnists, but members of 1 political parcy
known 1 the Moders Democrats.

State Action: Under pressure from private organizations, s

series of indictments against twelve peesans for kidnapping,
were returned, In May, 1938, five former Tampa police-
Poulnot, and sentenced to four years imprisanment each.
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They appealed, and hearing on the appral was set far Janu-
ary 28, 1937, The defendants have never been confined in
jail and are now at liberty on bail. No other defendants
except the five former policemen have been placed on trial,
and these only for the kidnapping of Poulnot, There has
been no trial for the kidnapping af Ragers or the murder
of Shormaker.

1936

January 1&:
Cantrace, Texas: (Afro-American, January 2 £.)
Mace Gray, 40, was slain by 2 posse, charged with having rus
down two white girls with bis car, Gray o mid to have barrie
caded himself in o barn to resisz caprure, -His body was riddled
with bullers.

State Action: Nowe.

Februaey 14
Maricus, Oxiationma: (Mew York Timer, February 22.)
Willie Jowrs, sccused of acticking a white woman and her
daughter, was shot and killed by a mob of 300 men wha were
sarching for him. Robbery was ssid by the sheriff to have been
the mative for the srrack on the woeman and daughter,

State Action: Nawe,

Masch 14:

Cussera, Grongia: (New York Timer, March 15.)

Philip Bakee, 5%, hanged and shot by 3 mob of 30 or 40 men He
had been arveswed December 11, 1931, charged with stracking
two white women and 3 Negro woman, and had been carried 1o
Macon for nfekeeping. The sheriff was bringing him back o
Columbus kate at night for trial the nexe week when the mob
ook the prisoner on the rosd 1o Columbus

State Action: Nowe,

CAN THE STATES STODP LYNCHING? 1§

April 28:

Covneer, Geoncia: (MNew York Pout, April 28.)

it Shaw was shat 1o death by a mob of sbour forty men eight

hours before he was to go an trisl on a charge of actempued
criminal ateack. A mob at-
tempted to seize him an
Duansliville, Georgia but was
thwarted by Judge Mencley
who left 2 mick bed to hold
off the mob until Shaw could
be moved. He wis moved o
Macon, Georgia. He was re-
turped to Danielaville but
because of 2 mob was moved
for safekeeping 1o Royson,
a mmall town just shour ten
miles from Daniclsville, and
placed in a small one-sary
jul with the night cheef of
pelice the only aficer an
duty, The citizens learned of

the tranifer snd fallowed.
& - State Action: Nome, Might
Limt Shawe bymehing, [Drath "ot Chief Dicherson sakd all
tie honds of pergong wabnonm,” af the men were stran-

gerd ta him. Coroner’s
verdict was death by gunshot wounds at hands of persons

unknown,

April 29
LEranto, Anxansas: (New York Herald-Tribune, April 30.)
Willie Kees, 19, was scomsed of an attempted strsck on 3 white
woman April 18, He was whipped and ordered to leave town.
Fees returned and was aseested.  On the way to the jail the mob
seiggd him and shot him to death.

Sigde Action: Nowe. Coromer's verdict was death by Eun-
shoe wounds at hands of persons unknown,

[




11 CAN THE STATES STOP LYNCHING?

May 3
Pavo, Groscia: (New York Porf, My 4.)
M—ﬁ;ﬂ, w of r.h-r!murdrrof 3 white man.  Rushin
was a I 13 i
Kenaedy il the prtone e “sched £ b e
his head to anvwer 3 query while en the way to kis auta,

State Action: Newe.

May 13:

T Do, Micsscas: {MNew York Times, May 22.)
Charles A Poole, 12, white W.P.A. worker, found shot to desth,
He was accused of beating his wife. Investigation revealed that
I‘mf: Wi thoe by members of the Black Legion s 3 “ritual

State Action: Five members of the mob were comvicied of
murder and sentewced to life imprivonsment,

May 13:

Fiohmine Iiiano, Canic (New York Herald-Teibnre, Jume 1.3
Ray Pidcock, after having been invited 10 join the Blick Legion,
disappered from his home st Wyandorre, Michigan, on May 13,
the rame day of the Poole killing. Before leswing home he told
his wife, “They're going to gec me, snd theyll ger you, too.”
The next day his body was found hanging in 2 hut on Fighting
Ialand in Canadian waters of the Detroit River,

State Action: [wvestigntion but we arrests of imdiciments,
.

Juns B:

Eance, Axgansas: [Many REWIRIPErT. |

Frank Weemn and others, during the strike of sharecroppers
¢alled by the Southern Tenant Firmers Unioa, were atracked bry
carloads of planters and besten, Weems was beaten into uncon-
sesousnen. carried into 4 wore.  No one was allowed near the
store.  His body diappesred. On June 17 and 18 the BOVErnos
of Arkanws sad sheriff anmounced they would soon produce
Weema alive, but Weesn has never been seen since June &,

CAN THE STATES §TOP LYNGCHING? 17

State Action: Nowe. October 28 the N.AACP. wrote to
the rmar asking if Weems had been lynched. November
30 the governor's seeretary answered that the governor's
office had no evidence of che lynching of Weemi. December
4 the M.AACP. wrote the governor ashing if his office
had any evidence that Weems had not been lynched and
wai still alive. December # the govermar’s secretary
answered “This office has no cecord at all concerning
Frank Weemas.™

Seprember &:
Davron, Geoacia: (New York Herald-Tribuoe, Seprember 7.)
A L MeCawry, 21, scoused of steempted attack on 3 white
woeman, wai hanged near Dalton. He was remaved from Whit-
field to Dialton, less than ten miles away for “mafekeeping.” The
jailer gave up the keys., The woman denied she had been ateacked
and wsid she could not identify the man who came toher room,

State Action: Nowe.

September 12:

ATeanTa, Groscia: {Varicus newspapers and mrestigation b’p.

Commission on Interracial Cooperation, Arlanra, Ga.)

Towm Fimch, accused of rape of 3 woman of low mentality in an
Atlanes Hospital where Finch was sn orderly. The crime is
alleged to have occurred in 2 small closer just off the crowded
reception room of the white clinie with white doctors in offices
on either side of the closet. The docrors, muries and sealf unani-
mously afirm their belief that the alleged crime could not have
been commmitted.  No complaing wis made at the hospital and
none o the police for thirty-six hours. The palice scured the
address of Finch st  P.M, and Finch was brought to che hospical
in 1 dying condition ac 4 AM.

State Action: Nowe. Police coaperated with lynchers and
reported Finch killed in attempt o escape.

September 11:
GrEeNviLLe, Fromma: (Mew York Herald-Trifwae, Seprember
7.)




1 CA¥ THE STATES TOP L¥YNoIixcl FAM THE 3TATES STOP LymcninG? ¥

kie Yauug, sccused of stracking white woman, shot to death, LYNCHINGS BY STATES
shoating was kept 3 secrct far more thin two werke 1935
State Action: Nowe. Alabama - £ -
Califernia 1 twlnu_]
December 4: - i Flarida 2 (1 whice)
Laumer, Missaren (Chicage Defender, December 12.) | Geuegis 1
J. B. Grawt, 17, shot to death by 3 mob. After his body was Lansisiana .
riddled with more than 3 hundred bullets, iz was tied to = auto- Michigan :
mobile and dragged theough the streces, then hanged 1o 2 trestle. Minsiswipps
% . Marth Carolina 1
Seate Action: Newe. Tennrier 1
Texas 1
ToraL 6
. 1936
Arkansas 2
ADDENDUM Geargia 5
2 : Florida 1
are several cases in 1936 which apparemtly should be in- Michigan 2 (whice)
cluded 12 Iynchings, but are not incladed peading further in- Misiaoei 1
. ! Oklaboma 1
Aunguse 19 Texzs 1
Cricaco, lromwon: (Norfolk Jourmd wwd Guide, August 29.) TataL 13
A. D. Adams, 48, relici client, reporved shot by 2 carloxd of
s -I:iupmpltwhuuudti:wh;hpn:whu neighbarhood. 1935 and 1936 2
I s : irhm!:‘ 2
Kivg Raxce, TeExas: California 1 {white}
Lutber and Frawk Blanfon, white, went onto the King ranch to Florsda 3 (1 whice)
hunt. Shortly thereafeer three shats were heard. The awners of Geargia - |
the ranch had made statements a3 to what would hsppen o the T e 1
next trespassers.  Invemigation has failed o reveal either the Michigan 3 (2 white)
Blancons or their bodies. Wimsiins H Ii
North Carolina 1
Oklshoma 1
Tennewes 1
Texas -3
Turas [




Mre. Schelder:
Mr. Whitg returned to
New York laet-fr .
(T
A / Mollie



e

hpril 18, 1937

{ i
Wy denr Mr, White:

Your letter of april Oth to |

lire. Aoosevelt has just been received, o

and I am writing to inform you that she
is away from Washington all this week.

Very sincerely yours,

Malvina T. Scheidar
Secratary to
Mrs. Roosevelt

Mr, Wulter White
o/o Representative J. A. Oavagan
Room 1214, New House Office Building

Washington, D. C. 7 1(1
o
ﬁ/t_“*‘ﬂ R
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Chleage El-ﬂ'.mﬂﬂ
Clevaland
e tw lly dear lirs. Roosevelt:
Lkndrubl "H:m'm -
Emperis, Has.  Williem Allas Walis
ool gl I haven't troubled you these last
e did A s few days because I noted in the newspapers how
Bt- Waliar Gray Cramg terribly bLusy you have been. 'ile have had to
Ty i encounter all manner of trickery and opposition
Hor S Hoimes in the Hlouse bui, fortunately, we have been able
i?i' — to rnieset the situation up to this tine.
Cal, ur
Hia: Larcilie O'Day I enclose releases vhich pgo out to-
ml‘zw day to the Negro press, branches of the Ascocla-
Coari i Bztty tion, cooporating organizations and others, which
W will give you the news to dete., It begins to
e, Lo look as though the bill will be passed by the
P o llouse by a epomfortable najority on lionday or Tues-
Phlladeiphla  lsadors Martin day. /e wery ruch hope that the vote will be so
Sl Mo i oiew large as to cause the bill to go over to the
WolkiBis 3D Wi Senate with a very substantial majority, which
Ly should make it more difficult for the Senate to

avold action at this session.

If it will not inconvenlience you too

Chlogs greatly, I would like to talk with you for a few
Eaward i3 minutes on either Tuesday or '/ednesday morning.

Cambridge, Mass, Fulix Frankfurias

.;.._.....'Z'J‘Hm Lirs. ~/hite will be in Jashington with

AT Hars .me and I should 1like wery much to have her accom-

pany me, if it is agreeable toc you. I can be reached

: %i in \jashington in the care of Congressman Gavagan,

Fitteburgh, Pa.  Jomer B Brows Room 1214, lew llouse 0ffice Suilding.

Toledo, Ghis Jease i Hasllp

Wimbegien, D Lot 1o Bt iver sino

lirs, Tleanor [Roosevelt Secretary.
The /hite louse
Washington, D. C.

]
AR ENDORSED BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREALL 215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK .
Have You Written Your Senators and Congressmen Urging Support of the Federal Anti-Lynching Bill?
" L]
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The vote in the House on the Gavagan bill may possible be taken

vory late Mondsy, April 12, and then it may not be taken uatil

Tuesday aftornoon, April 13. Ploase notify your Washington

correspordents on this matter or watch the late editions of

your evening dailies, April 13, or your merning papers, April 13
™

WOTE TO EDITORS:

GAVAGAN ANTI-LYNCHING
BILL TO BE CALLED FOR
VOTE 0N APRIL 12.

Defeat ¢f Weak Mitchell Bill, 257 - 122, April 7, Paves Way for
Considerntion of Streng Govagan Measars, April 13,

Maghington, April 9. - Following the crushing defeat of the move to
prnct the Mitchell antl-lynching bill on Wednesday, April 7, by a vote of 257 to 123,
Eha Heuso ;.- proparing to teke up on Monday, April 12, the strongor Gevagan bill
H.E. 1607),

Tho Gavegan mopwara was forsod wpon tho floor of the Houso by a
dischargo potition signed by 218 mombors, Thin actien was nocassary bocmise tho
Judiciary comsittoo, undor Cwirman Hatton W, Bumnors of Texas, has rofupod
for yoars to tako nny mction on an anti-lynching bill, Howovor, as soon as it
boonme apparcrt that tho Gavegan diecharge potition would securs the roquired msber
of signaturos, Chairman Sumnors, in an offort to block off the Gavagan bill, suddone
1y announced and hold hoarings on tho Mitcholl bill, gonerally considorcd o weak
documont .

Tho Mitcholl i1l wam roported out favorably by tho committoo con
April Fool's day and notico was given that it would be called up for voto on April
7 when tho judiclary comaittos had praforonco on the Houso caleondar.

Trickory by Oommlttes
Tho reporting of tho Mitchell bill by tho Housa Judiciary ccemittoc

dod by unparalollod trickory, with tho southorn cppenonts of any
ing logielation going %o all longtha to block the logislation,

waa acc
anti-

It is romorod that tha judiclary coomittos at first votoed to ropert
cut tho OGavagan bill on tho'ground that 218 mombers of tho Houso = a majority = had
signod a potition for it. It is roportod that thirty or mora ballots wora taken
in tho committoo, all favoring tho Govagan bill, whoraupon somo mombors of tho
committoo, thinkdng tho lssuo had boon mottled, loft tho mooting, Thon a movo Was
mado to reconaldor tho voto and the woak Mitcholl bill, further coasculatod, Tas
spprovod,

Upon loarning of this mction, it 1 roportod that at loast thres
.mombors of tho committoo - Tolan of Californin, Walter of Pa., and Byrno, of

(Contimod on Page 2)
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How York - objectod vigorously to tho procoduro and salled for a now moot ing of
tho coomdttoo, Chalrmnn Swmors L said to have prooised to withhald n roport
of tha Bill uatil Monday and if possiblo, %o hold mncthar oooting of tho caemitton,

Tho committos, through Congremsoan Murdogk of Uteh, askod
conment on Monday to oxtend tho tinmo for filing ita roport to oldnight, buat
Congronsmnn MeKoough, of Illinois, ebjooted,

Mitcholl Opposcs Bubstitution

In tho bittor mancuvering bock and forth, 1t wos loarnod that Congrosenan
Artiar Mitcholl, of Illinois, lons gelored nombor, had twice rofuscd to allsw the
cormittoo to substitute tho Gevagon BAll for his B411 and st411 have his neoe
attachod to 1t,

On Thureday, April 1, Mr, Gavegan wos approached by n nabor of the
Judicinry carmittoo who told him tho cotwiittoo Was having a hard time vith the
anti-lynehing B11l and nekod hic if he would nat consent to the otrilcing out of
all tho Miteholl Bill aftar the mracting clouse and tho substitution, from theras
an, of tho Govagan b11l, with Mitchall wtill having tho ercdit for the loglalotion,

Mr, Gavognn roplicd that ho woo intorostod only in tho snastoont of o
otrong anti-lymching Bill nod that he wonld £ladly saorifice tho honor of having
his maco on it end would glve that honsr to Mr, Mitchell Af Hr, Mitecholl would
consent to the substitution, Mr, Mitcholl rofused,

Cn Tuesdny, April 6, Mr. Oovogon wes again nakod tho ssmo quostion and
gave tho sano anevwor and again Mr, Mitcholl rofuscd, It ig beliovod that Mr,
Wtchell was following tho instructions of southomn congrossoen, particularly
Cheirmar Bumners, who did not vont & strong ontielynching b1l considorsd ne satter
whose nace was attachod o 1%,

Wednoaday morning, 4pril 7, beforo the Mitcholl bill was consldored,
Congressonn Mitcholl game cut in tho Washington Post with n otrong statment
attacldng the Gevagan b4ll,

Whoen tho Houee convanod ot noon, Qongrosemnn Banmual Sollor of Brooklyn,
H; T,y ®wae solocted by tho Judiclary coomittoo to call uwp tho Mitehell ®i11 for
considoration. This happonod after some delay esupod by tho calling for a reading
of tho journal, tho sw:gostion that o quorm wes nob prosont, and tho calling
for the rosding of the mtirc Mitchll bill,

Toleograns Aid Fight

Congrosscan Boltor of Buffalo, Ne: York, asked pormispisn to rond into
the record throo tolograns which ho had rooccived fron his canstitucnts, ooking
for tho paseago of a strong anti-lynching; Bill, Unaninous congont is NoOCABOTY
for this proceduro and Congresscan Mitehell, of Illinsis, cbiocted to Congrossman
Boltor reading into tho record throo telesrons supperting the anti=lynching bill,
Mr, Boitor, howover, was pormitfed to oxtornd hip ronarks om anti=lynching login=
lation in tho Oongremsional Reocord, but net to includs thg tolograne,

Tho Uitchell forces aro nles satd to have sprosd the rmser (wilch was
wholly faleo) that tho Whdto Housa wae in fovor of tha Mitcholl b111,

Uno of the icportant factors in tho wvota, April 7, was tho flood of
teleogramn which came from all parts of tha country on Mondny, Tuosday, and Wodnos-
sy to Confrossmon asking thas to support tho Gavagan bill, Porhaps tho nost
inflecntial of thoso telograms woro thoms from odd tors of influential Wogro paporsy
Bebort L, Vann of tho Pitteburgh 4 Corl Murphy of tho '

Dre, €. B, Powoll and P, H, M, Sovory o thefoetordan Nowe; C. A. Fronklin of Thg
fall; Elmer &, Carter of Oyportunity and Ray Wilkins of Tho Crigig, Bditer Hebert S,
Abbott of tho Ohiecags Dofondar woms out of his offico and did not poraannlly
mitheriso the uweo of his name, tut ono of his staff oeetbors stated that ho folt
cortain Mr, Abbott would ondorso such & telogran,

Tha night bafora Mhe vota wos to bo tokom tho WAL, 0P, sont nizht

lettors from this elty to 283 frionds of anti-lynching loglslation in tho Houng

urging then to repudinto tho weak Mitcholl bill ond vote en April 12 for tho

Gavagan bill, TFollowing tho wotp tho M.AAQ,F, sont 176 tologroce of thanis

%o congrossnon and 113 tolograoe to thopo congrossmon who votod to conslder tha

ﬁtﬁ%bﬂl. irwiting thom now that 1t wae lost to voto for the Govagan bill
T

In addition tho W,A,A.C.F, han sont todoy & lottor to 337 congressmen
further inviting thelr considaration of and mapport for the Gevagan bill,

The Hruso gallory an April 7 hod a goodly nushor of white and colorod
poople intorceted in tho onti=lynohing b111 and thelr prosonco was notod hy

(Continued on Pago 3)



daily popors.
Bitter Apninst Colleasues

In o spesch which was inserfed im the Congrossional Eecerd for April 7,
Congrossman Mitcholl sado o bitter attack 7 the Ropublican moobors of tha
Houss, southorn Desoeratic mombors ond nor and border stnte Domocrats gone
cluding with o bliotering cnatipntion of tho Bntisnal Assscintion for tho Advanco-
sont of Colored Pooplo which he acoused of sonding cut "folea, viclous and
umwnrrentod stotooonte® sbout hin and about anti-lyaching loglolstion in gonoral.

Qon rossoon Mitcholl told nowepsper mon that tho ssuthorn Desecrats
had "dpsolved® hip. In this comeotion, it wes rocolled by tho N, ALA.C.P, that
on March 13, 1§36, Congrosssan Mitchell stntodt "There is re man on tha floor
of the Hmiso that Oongrossman Swmors thinks more of than ho doos of ma."
Mr, Mitcholl alss has doclared froo timo to tize in the public press ond im lattors
that he hod pary frionds among sosthorn Domoeratic congresisicn, In tho foes of
thoso declarations, 4t is interceting o lmgw that Chalrman Surmers subndtted
a oinarity report flatly opposing tho Mitchell bill end amy other anti=lynching
bill.

Tho voto of congresemen on tho proposition to consider the Mitchell bill
April 7 wap as followa:
| TEAS — 132

Aloghiro, Allon, Dol,; Andorson, Me,; Armold, Biormasny Boland, Fo.)
Bayer, Baylan, M. Y. Buck, Bucklor, Minn,; Cosnon, Mo.; Collor, Champion, Clyrposl,
Colden, Oole, Md.j; Croal, Orosty, Crosser, Cummings, Doly, Dinzaoll, Dol
wollor, Dowoll, Drowry, Va,; Eckort, Bisiston, Elchor, Foddis, Farlgy, Forguson,
Flarmpsan, Fletcher, Ford, Calif.; Froy, Po.; Frios, Ill.; Gaobrill, Gildea,
incory, Goldsborough, Gray, Inds; Oroemwacd, Oraover, Grisweld, Owynne, Hainos,
Hamilton, Hancock, W,0.; Herrington, Hartor, Hi11, Oklo.; Hook, Houston.

Alpoy Ishoff, Joccheon, Eoller, Kelly, Ill;Konnody, Md,; KEirvan, Kloob,
Eniffin, Kopplooann, Erooor, Lerraboo, Lon, Losinskl, Lowis, Colo.; Lowls, Mdl;
Tong, Iucns, Iuocko, Mich,; MoAndrows, MoCormack, Molrath, McLaughlin, Mapeingale,
Mavorick, Mesd, Mocks, Mitcholl, I11,.; Musor, Po.; Mosior, Ohioj Mardock, Utah;
Wolsen, OFBriem, I11,; O'Briem, Mich,jO0'Connor, Mont.y O'Comnnor, W, Y.3 O'Nonl, Ky
Pal=ipero, Pattorson, Pottomedll, Fhillips, Plorco, Polk, Rabaut; Rnyburn,

Alwo, Boooo, Tomn,j Eood, I1l,; Reilly, Blgnoy, Bobingon, Utahy Hobalon,
Kyat Bomdus, Byan, Snbath, Sadewskl, Schaofer, Ill,; Schucte, 3chulto, Shert,
Sirovich, Bumnors, Tox.; Bwoonay, -Toylor, Tonn,;Thooason, Tox.j Thoopson, I1lej
Transuo, Voorhis, Wearin, Williems, Ziooorman.

HAYS — 287

Allon, La.j Allon, Po.; d=lic, Androson, Minn,i Androws, arends, Atldnacs,
Barden, Barry, Batos, Boitor; Boll, Bornard, Birclew, Dinderup, Blend, Bleon,
Boahno, Bollean, Boron, Boykin, Bradlay, Browstor, Brooks, Browm, Durch;Burdick,
Caldwoll, Corlson, Cortor, Cortwright, Caso, 5,Dak,.; Cascy, Mrem,; Chandlor,Ciurch,
Citron, Clark, ¥.0,3 Clason, Oluott, Cochran, Coffoo, Nobre; Coffoo, Wooh,:
Colo; N.Y.; Collinge, Colmor, Comnery, Coolay, Coopor, Costeollo.

Alpo, Cox, Crawford, Crowe, Crowthor, Cuol¥in, Cullon, Doon, Deloncy,
Dapeoy; Doduth, Dolougn, Dickstoin, Dios, Dirkson, Dleney, Ditter, Dixon; Dondara,
Dorsay, Doughton, Dourlas, Doxay, Drew, Po.; Drivor, Duncan, Dunn, Enten, Eborhartor,
Elleohogon, Engol, Enclobright; Evans, Fieh,; Fltzgerald, Fitzpatrick, Flannory,
Flegor, Forand, Ford, Miss,; Fuller, Palmer,; Oasquo, Gavngon, Goarhart, Gohroann,
Gifford, Orey, Pa.; Orocn, Gregory, Oriffith, Guyor,

b
Alpo; Hollock, lancock, N, Y. Hary, Hnrtloy, Mavonnor, Hoalqy, Hondricks,
Mldcbrandt, 111, Ala,; 1411, Woeh,; fobbe, Doffsman, Holoee, Mope, untor, Jorman,
Jarrott, Jorline, Oblo,; Jenks, N,0,; Johnoon, Mimn,; Johnson, Ckla,.; Johneon, Tox.;
Jeohneon, W, Va,; Jopes; Xolly, W, Y.; Eonnody, N, Y.; Kennay, Einsor, Eitchons,
Kleborg, Emateon, Eoclallowsld, Evalo, Lombortson, Lemboth, Lanhan, Loowvy, Leke,
Imca, Luckar, Hobre; Ludlow, MoOlellan, McFarlana, MoOranory.

Also, MoKoough, MoLonn, WeMillan, MoBeynolds, Mans, Mogrugon, Mahon, 8. O.p
Mahon, Tox,j Molonagy, Mansfiold, Mopoes, Martin, Coleo.; Martin, Mnpe.; Mason,
Moy, Morritt, Michoner, Millard, Millor, Mille, Mott, Murdsck, Ariz.; O'Connoll,
Mont,; 0'Commoll; B, I.i O'Leary, O'Mallegr, O'Nelll, W.J.; O'Tacle, Cliver, Owon,
Pago, Fotman, Patrick, Patton, Poarson, Potorecn, Flo.; Fotorson, On,

Alpo, Poyeor, Pfoifer, PFlunley, Poago, Fowers, Quinn, Raomay
Randolph, Hondin, Hood, M, Y.; Boce, Kans.; Rich, Roborteon; Roscors, Llnlu.ﬂlpmﬂ.
Okla,; Bathorford, BSacks, Bondors, Bauthoff, Schmolder, Wis,; Boott, Somor,
Bhafer, Mich,; Bhanley, Shoppard, Bnith, Comn.; Budth, Meino; Smith, Va,; Soith,
W. ¥a.; Brell, South, Bparkmen, Bpomso, Stack, Starnos, Stoasnll, Stofan, Sutphin,

(Contimied on Pogo 4)



Swopa, Taber, Tarver, Taylor, B.0,; Tolgan, Torry, Thom, Thomas, W.J,; Thamas,

Tox,} Thiraton, Tinkhen, Toboy, Tolan, Towgy, Turmor, Uostond, Vincent, B.M.g

Vinson, Ga.; Vioson, F.M,j graa, Waltor, Uhrron, Woaver, Wolch, Wens, West,
ehol, White, Ohlop Whittingbon, Wirglesworth, Wilcox, Withrow, Walecott, Waol-

fonden, i'nlruﬂun, Voodrufs, Woodrum,

|

MARYLAND HIGH SCHOOL
CASE 3EFORT COURT

—

Anasgolie, Md,, kpril 9.~ The Maryland Court of Appoole will hoar the
argmont doring the waok April 13-17 on tho sult to foroe the Bal tinore County
Doard of Blucation to provide high school fasilitios for ¥ogre childron in the
asunty, The county, ot prosent, han olovon high schools for whit es and nono for
Nogroos, .

Thoe mit, which wos lost in ths lowor coord, was broucht in behalf of
& colerod girl who had firdghed tho eleontary school in tha eainty and had applied
and boon donded at the Mgh school in Catonsvillo, Md., on tho ground that the
school was for shites and mhe was o Negre. Attorngye for tho appellants aro
Charlon H, Houston and Thurpood Marshall of tha Heh A, C.Py logal gtaff, and Loon
A, Hanson and Edward P, Lovott of Washingtan, D, O,
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j My dear Mrs. Roosavelt:

It was certeinly nice having that talk with
you last evenlng, partioularly because you are
looking so well despite the strenuous program
you are carrying.

If it be possible, I hope that the appointment
with the Presldent for Mr. Spingarn and myself can
be arranged for either lionday or Tuesday, llay 24th
or 256th. My reason for asking this 1s because iir.
Gavagan and I are leaving Hew York on the 27th on
a speaking trip in behalf of the antl-lynching bill
which will carry us as far as Loa Angeles. We will
not return to New York until Jume 7th.

I know you and the President will be pleased
to see the enclosed copy of letter from the new
Tennessee Senator, Mr., Berry. If the Congressiocnal

Entelligence figures are right, and they are con-
Tirmed Ey Tetters and other communications we have
had from the Senatore they list as favorable, thils

glves a possible vote of 73 for the bill againﬂt
only 23 opposlition votes.

comtﬁ;ﬂmwﬁu_

Secretary.

lMrs, Eleanor Rooszevilt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

WV :CTF
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George L. Berry, Tennessee i

UNITED STATLS SENKTE
Comittee on Lilitary iffairs

[ May 18, 1937

Lr. Walter White, Secretary
National Assoclation For The
Advancement of Colored People
New York, NH. Y.

My dear Sir:

Thie is to acknowledge your
comaunication of the 1l4th. I am not
familiar with the status of the bill
to which you make reference but I
want to make 1t very clear that I
have been in the past and shall con-
tinue to be interested in and favora-
ble to this legislation.

Very sincerely,

(Signed) Geo. L. Berry

T —



May 22, 1937

Dear Mr. hites

The "realdent says that he i3 not
familiar snough with the propar procedurs to
give you really good advice. I think you hud
better trust to the people in charge of the
bill. As far as he i3 concerned, the caly
thing which bothe-s him ia on the enclosed
memorandum, which T would like you to retum
to me when you have read it. He says he ia
cuite willing to have the bill brought up now
or to have you do unything you can to ret 1t
passed, and, while he does not thiok that
there 1s anything for him to talk over with
Mrs Spiogarn, T aa sure if Mr. Spingarn writes
. bim, he will. ses him,

Yery sincerely youra,

Mr. Walter Mhite
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Qﬂ”‘f |1/

Meuo to Mr. lulp:

Mr. Walter White has an eppointment

to see lr:. Roosevelt thie evening
at 7:00 P. M.

Jollia
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Juos 16, 1947,

Wy dear Mr. White:

I wu glad your trip was
suocesaful. The President has ment you
& tolephons essage whioh I om lu."l you
will get in a few days.

i
Yery sincersly yours,

Mr. wulter White
Mat. iss'n for Advaccement of Colored Peoplse

68 Sth Aye ITYC
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My dear lirs. Roosevelt:

sk 4 * ¥
S P i -

.‘

e L i

Mr. Cavagan end I have just ratuma:l fmm B liina o

eaking trip in behalf of the anti-lyneching bill
which carried us as far west as Los Angeles, A pree
was a remarkable and gratifying experience to find G L
the enormous enthusiasm for the anti-lynching bill,

particularly among white people. In some of the O :s'.f.. ’

more southern clties, like Louilsville, rentuclky,

and Lansas City, I-.lisaouri, the audiences were nade e o

up of fifty percent or more whites. In Los Angeles
on a Sunday aftermoon when the weather was delightful
and when there were meny cocunter attracticns such as
baseball gamess, bathing beaches, cormencemenfd and
the 1ike, we had 4500 people at a mesting in‘dne of
the very large down-town churches. Warner Erothers
staged a speclal broadecast which covered the entire
Coast. It was gratifylng to know of this tremendous
interest. o

Have you had opportunity as yet to take up with
the President the two points raised in my letter of
May 25th?

There 1s another matter I want you and the Presi-
dent to know about that 1s causing treméndous concern
among legroes-- namely, the talk about appointment of
Senator Robinson to the Supreme Court. I am enclosing
a few of the editorials which have appeared in the
colored newspapers, The N.A.A.C.P. 18 being besieged
as to 1ts attitude on such an appointment if 1t 1s
made. ‘le have, however, refrained thus far fron nmak-
ing any statement. After reading these editorials I
hope you will call them to the attention of the Presi-

dent.
o
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#2 - Urs. Roosevelt 6/10/37

With cordisl personal regards, I am
Ever sincegely,

k”afmilmrd@; =

Secretary.

lirs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The 'hite louse
Washington, D. C.

N CTF
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lly dear lirs. Rccae;elt ]

Thank you for your letter about the telephone
nessage,which I shall await with interest.

You doubtless saw in the newspapers that the
Judiclary Committee of the Senate last lionday reported
favorably the Gavagan-l/agner-Van Iiuys bill, H.R. 1507,
by a 13-3 vote. The two nmembers who were ubsan'b are
both recorded as favorable to the bill, /e expected

m’fp.wuh Senators Connally of Texas and Borah of Idaho to vote

e et mames BgAinst the bill but were very nuch surprised that

Ffi:.ﬁu:m“m Senator Plttman was the third Senator to vote against
t:.}‘f.&.uuﬂ.glm"?'" it. e have made incuiry of hin as to his reason for

sy wmile Cvingion — dodng so.

?*i“"u’..'é."ﬁ.f"““ s ;

! Ehatiaa & Fooer \le are making all possible effort to get the bill

Frances
r, I-nl:l-ll T "ﬂlﬂ

Worthamptoi.

Dl lahomns iy HRescos Dusjes
hlisdslphin taadore Murtin

bi. Tawla Bidnay . Ralimead
Topeikn, Kns. 1ion Arthur Cappar
VWaes, Texas IL D, Evkes
Washinglon ihariss BEdward Dussal|

Dr, Wiliam Allns Melsos WP TOT debate on the Senate floor.

called up before the Supreme Court measure is brought
“Je were somewhat
alarmed to read in today's papers that Senator Robinson
plana to call the Court bill up next week. 'Je have
wired Senator '/agner urging him to put forth every
possible effort to get the anti-lynching bill brought

EBr. Charies H.Thompsen 1 gnd passed before the Court bill is considered.

NATIUNAL LEGAL COMMITTER

Chalrmas
Chicaga

H.
Cansbridge, Mass. Foliz Frankfurter
Tharlesten, W.Va. T. G, Nulter
Columbla, 5. C. M. 1. Fradarick

New York Morria 1. Ernat

Arthur Garflald

haries H. Houston

Hari M, il

Jaman

Harbart Btockton

Churiss I, ftudls
Miktsbargh, Fa, ‘Homer 8. Brown
Tedads, Thla Jesss B. Mlaslip
Washinglon, 1,0, Willlam H, Hastls
WWilmlaglea, Dal,  Louls Lo Redding

Wi CTF

Perhaps most significant in connection with the
Judiciary Committee report was the statement in the
Washington Star last lionday evening by Senator Connally
that southeTn Senators would not fillbuster agalnst the
bill afid, he added, that he thought the bill would pass.
The fnlluwing nnrning in the ‘lashington Post, however,
he hedged a blt by saying he wag not yet rendr to. say
there would be no filibuster.

T ) s o

Mre. Eleanor loosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

-

June 39, 1837.

LELUR A RUL FOR URE. ROUSEVELTY

fhe Bill has been reported

sut by the Senate Coniittee.

F. D. R.
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Dear Mr. Whites

I wi.l be glad to see you in
Washington &t any time when I am free.

I am not asking Wrs. Croowell
for money or doing anytliing about whut she
givea awny. She is so iaolated that it is
vary difficult to feel that ahe really knows
much about things,

Very sincerely yours,

ir. falter| White
63 Fifth Avenue
HYG
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DOARD OF DIRRCTORS I 1),
Ana T wateen My dear Mrs. Roosevelt: :;'.a!-‘ i J—,f -
Haltl marn Carl Musrphy F
Uhinbridge, Masa, Prof. Wanlsy 0. Hodess
Charieston, W.¥e T, 0, Nuttar :
Chorsinad E';;:;ﬂ":”':n?ﬁm I want very much to talk uith you a.t. f Gty i
Dearer L. H, Lightoar your convenlence about the very exclting develop- {
i Hon Pk ieerony ments in Vashington since last I =zaw you. 7
oy a0 Senator Barkley has been magnificent in his A
Norak 3, e Wedesievees | Integrity and courage. | Lwe
Miew York o - ; ﬁl L] t' -
Hioa & Here are recent articles, among many, 1( g
W"“ which have been published about lynohing and the .I/E
53:':?'"“':* i3 ‘ime Wagner-Van Nuys bill. e have sent coples of

Jams mﬂﬁ-‘u&w these to sach member of the Senate, including
Mary Whsowmsion  those wHo oppose the bill.

Charies '
rancas YLl I was delighted to read of your intro- -

Tir. Losla T, Wright

Northemplen, 1 wiiee Alles vuises QUEtion of lrs. Dorls Duke Cromwell to the ijest

Oelshomn Uy  Bossos Dunies Virginia conditions. I have made several un-
1. Louls Sidney L Medrmond successful attempts to interest her in the work
N rmurOamer — of the N.A.A.C.P. In many respects I feel that a

. Hon Willlam iC Hutle  marson like herself 1= more or less insulated
Br. B lsatath Tatsn against life by her wealth. It is certaimly a
warioNAL Leoar coonrrss 27081 thing to have a President's wife who can
% ariburB. Bplngare. New Tork, chatrman LHGTOduCEe her to aspeots of life which she could
Culeage f.l:ﬁ'&':""' not see crdinarily.
Chariamton, W.¥S. 7. O, Nutter With cordial personal greetings, I am

Columbls, B, 0, H.J, Fredariek
Hasbrills, Temn, L Alexender Looby

Hew Verk Maorris L. Brnst ¥
%mnw“‘ Ever sigjcerely,
mux.mm - k_/

Charbes H. Biadia

Piblsbargh, Fu.  Homer 8. Brown

Tolsda, Ohls Jutwe 8. Heallp

C e Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt Secretary.

The White House
Washington, D. C.

W: CTF
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LYNCHINGT
Senaior Tom Connally ([em., Tesas), lpading the siz-
day Hensls filiester agaknat Lhe Wagner iav wml
lyschieg bill, made some chalca rfm:"r-h Eleoul Heilherm

wamanhosd, the danger of feuewed carpst-
bagperiam in the South I the WE =
pass, ihe oul of letting he Federsl
Tynehs

I winew South
whop It, mnd &2 on

For all the Benstor's
righteous masuer, his renusk
bemst m comdo

quently without an &
ern womanhsod dnvedved i the Llew
lrnching phetures dlaplayed I tha

hv Bemafor Benneti Champ Clark §
Ma) during the filibustes. The lui
Frsansr eolored men in wa pliared W

Tum {wamslly
Lim, Trass)

derwd by # Missks o
having killsd & white mercha
Tha snti-lynch makes liable 12 8 §3

¢ wiale officer who

&
& fur dumages of 32,000 to $10,000 pay kil
& Tamilly—procesdingn 1o ke held in Tederal @
ieh A law will mot atop lymching
ta belp distrarage lynckin Yot Soaurl
ateslaciien [ Mlme Senalor Dicle Graves [
opposn the bill—si atates-
corroded Bouth habituslly upposs
iba y or socially oppressed,

This Scuthern atiituds la merkedly different from tha
Morthern sttilude toward gangster killings, sbeut which
rm.1h¢rn|autnmrn and Jh‘tuﬂ.-d.il:lxllhhtu u“rlln marrantiz
reraris in -dawr LEd. arth, we re gen
\.ﬂl&mi:l'jndm ﬁll'ﬁm “Thewey o iry rﬂ:‘ru[
up reckets; we don't defend bem with fowery bpeoches
pleast Woribern womanhood or insulis to oar digmity.

Wa hope 1he Ssothern cpposition i Lhe k- lyeeh bl
eam be sverridden and the bill pasesd.

FIFTY RUSSIAN PLANES TO CHINA

It i reperied that Afty Russlan fghtisg planes have
beseny shigped 12 the Chiness armies defending Hasking. snd
thit twa of ihess kave ﬂm:l:mbun En &stion, sna being
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N this special session of Congress t

sider the Wagner-Van Nuys anti-lynching bill

givies the federal government power to dieal with
blackest national disgrace. In the regular session, the
House passed this measure by 277 votes to 119. When
it ared in the Senate, at least two thirds of the
members favored it. Bul in the minority were certain
men representing Iynching states,
might lose them votes, In
tion program was geing none too rapid
a filibuater.

The sponsors of the anti-]

rnching bill arranged a com-
promise; itk cpiglation after the agricul-
tural bill, The Senate adjourned before it got round to
erop contral, and the lynching bill would have gone into
the garret but for antime, between
introduction of t had eight
Ivnehings, includin air where
the mob used ace
1t would seem that o n flibe
this attempt te erase the blot on our eivilization. No
1 stand up in face of adverse public epinien.

t in the indictm

ter could now defeat

me call atiention to
nst Judge Lyn He

has probably lynched the wrong man.
Mow and then a mob has seized a culprit whom a real
judge has just sentenced to death, taken him out and

How long will America stand
for horrors like these? Can
- we—and will we—end them?

BY WILL IRWIN

READING TIME @ & MINUTES 20 SECONDS

|_.r-|-“-'!|.'-.|| him. Otherwise, we can neéver say that any m
pxecuted by lvnch law ia guilty in the legal sense. dy-
ing the imperfect evidence in 5,000 lynchings, one -
cludes that the majority of the victims were pr
guilty of the offenses charged against them, But in the
large minority a sea where events proved—after his
death—that the accused had nothing whatever to do with
the crime, eases of mistaken identity, cases where the evi-
dence was as thin as ligsue paper, cases where a mob
Iynched for an offense which a real judge would not punish
with a dollar of fine or a day in the workhouse,

For that small element of sadistic morons who perpe-
trate our lynchings act on impulse and in the first heat of
public indignation, Any one who reads eriminal news
knows how often the police hold on suspicion some man
whom. when they find the real culprit, they release, There
i# the recont Gedeon mur n Mew York City., Some one
killed Mrs, Gedeon, her d ter—an artist's model—and
a male lodger. The xedl their suapicion on Mrs,
teon's husband. For a week they grilled him: and
pers ned almost to take his guilt for
ildenly interest turned to Robert Trwin, an
eeeentric seulplor who had disappeared. ldentified
Cleveland, he went Lo a newspaper in Chicago
alleged confeasion, and is, as | write, awaiting trial

The police exonerated Gedeon. New York is
Iynehing community. IT it were, we might have wit
the eld barbaric spectacle—following which the comm
nity in general, now a little frightened, might have built
up 8o strong a traditiéh of Gedeon's guilt that any other
suspect would have gone hia way undisturbed

That is & hypothetical case, Here arve a few real ones:

gome one murdered a sheriff, The deputies arrested six




|.::|.I,I'.-.'|'|r|;. at once,
J?l

Megroes for questioning.
lvnches ' |||' them. The
BUTVIY indicted and nrr
o rd mnd sent up o
pointing to the real |||||l| its apped as L_I.\Ill.(l. 8
new trial and nequitted. The evidence showed that the
five dead men also were innocent.

In the mountains of northern California a mob atarted
after & man named Blac cused of assaulting a child.
The officers spirited him ay. - But the mob had to satiafy
its thirst for blood, Bo it strung up his aged father,

After a racial mix-up in which a white planter and a
Negro died of bullet wounds, a mob burned Mr. and Mra,
Holbert at ti ke, There was some evidence ngainst
Holbert, but his wife only the f I'|'IIK that she
must have been involved in her h
d hunted du
with some erime or ot
vidual running acroas one of his &
halt, the stranger climbed a tree. The farmer

. They surrounded the tree, .-"l. I'I
and took’ charge. Having no | I
one. While the ited, the str
the trunk. Ho tl
ewasah
1 neighb
occurred he wi il

1 |fu|] ile ||[.-lr|| .||-|1.||||
Far

1 fi

||:I.I.1 to "-|Il.|l. down
es. It turned out
B d only that morning
At the time when the erime

LHe

of Judge Lynch's ways with
wre numercus are the cases

re i: o possibility of guilt. Allen Green,
Negro, |1 wmils moh in 1030, 1 i
he .||-u.-.| ||| an attemp assaifit on i white
He g i the chain g

there apy
virtually
in asking

1 -:“-|I|I.III.I. na i
“he proseculor jury joined
nt him a paro le. This the
. Green gettled in the nearegl town : ind went
intelligent. Very soon
her frons in the fire, he
senment which returned

had =

ware runni 7
Some of his unpo ||II|II Ly
med a supe t‘llll
e tha
nse, he had & d
iddenly came a charge of :
mony at the preliminary aring was |
less the authorities held him in jail.
many {rom out of to
park. Somi o
men & lynch
until they had and l|||'|| *-\._
the flimsy jail. Th n.ﬂm who -mu-r| as
sheriff had gone to bed fl.l’lll|l1l'| t belie 1
thought Green T gui he =aid .||'I|"-.-..|.r
knocked him over the heac and bullied his wife into giv-
ing them the cell k *White men, won't u let me
talk? " pleaded Green. w wouldn't. They tied him toa
post and | e a hundr I ||||||| ta into him.

The Black ion case is { in public memory. Mrs,
Charles A. Poole, with n b ¥ coming, F
hospital. Some one ted the rumor that
up because her husband had beaten her and |.~:|-f-.|-|'- her

Alzso it is
eclared in it
t in white w

riba. * And he never laid a
hand on me—he was the best
huabandawomanever had ! ™
sobbed Mrs, Poole after-
ward, When his execution-
era found him he was await-
ing newa of her condition.

But they did not look into
the evidence. Such, indesd,
was their mentalily that
they would not have known
evidence had they seen it.

Dr. Arthur F. Roeper, a
scholarly, highly placed in-
vestigator, has looked into
all of the twenty-one lynch-
ings known to have been
committed during 1930, He
reporta: * Two of the mob
victima were innocent of
crime (they were not even
accused ), and there ws&rl ;
doubt of the guilt of eleven
others.”

A small unintelligent sa-
distic element among the
American people has
brought upon us our na-
tional reproach—Ilynching.
It is time we abolished i,
The Wagner-Van Nuys bill
ia our opportunity.

THE END

In & third of
the coses the
mohb of morons
has probably
put to death
the wrong man
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Dixie Rejects Lync}zing |

&

CHANGE has come over the South, Congress is
almost sure to pass a federal anti-lynching bill
in the present session, but there is no excite-

ment in Dixie. Twenty years ago the mere thought of

such legislation would have caused Southern colonels
to tear their mustachios with rage and Southerners of
lesser rank to implore the deity to save Dixie for white
supremacy and protect the fair name of Southern woman-
hood. Fortunately such hysteria is no longer widely
prevalent.

I do not mean to say that the South is anything like
# unit in desiring federal anti-lynching legislation. There
are thousands who resent the impending ge of the
Wagner-Van Nuys bill, and who doubtless will do all
in their power to nullify its effects after it is on the
statute books. At the same time there apparently is a
much larger body of Southemers who either favor such
a law or are willing to give it a trial. The dichards are
distinetly in the minority.

If such were not the case, the value of a federal bill
would be doubtful, since the hates and rancors en-
gendered by its passage would probably overbalance the
anticipated benefits. All too frequently Southern juries,
even in the federal courts, would refuse to convict dere-
lict officers, and MNegroes would be subjected to all kinds
of persecution and discrimination at the hands of resent-
ful whites. This would mean, in all likelihood, that the
Megra's lot would be made worse rather than better. But
since so many Southerners have awakened at last to the
true nature of lynching, the federal bill is expected not
only to pass but to achieve a great reduction in the num-
ber of these crimes below the Potomac and the Ohio.
There has been s gradual change in the attitude of
thoughtful citizens of the South toward such legislation,
an attitude largely conditioned by their judgment as to
its probable effects. Symbolic of the change is the recent
shift in the policy of the Commission on Interracial
Cooperation, which includes 130 representative South-
erners from thirteen states and has its headquarters in
Atlanta, For years this body refused to indorse federal
anti-lynching legislation, but in 19335 it gave unanimous
approval to the Costigan-Wagner bill and now similarly
favors the Wagner-Van Muys bill.

An incdent which must have had enormous influence
in swinging many citizens of Dixie over to the view
that the time has come to stop plaping around the
fringes of the lynching problem was the sickening kill-
ing of Claude Neal. Taken from an Alabama jail in the
autumn of 1934, Neal was carried to Florida and put
to death with savagery. In earlier days spe-
cial trains were operated for men and boys who wished
to take part in or to witness lynchings which had been

BY VIRGINIUS DABNEY

announced in advance, but those in charge of the Neal
affair carried the process a step farther, Fifteen hours'
notice was given the nation in the newspapers and over
the radio that Neal was to die. From 4,000 to 7,000
whites, including many children, came by automobile
from various nearby states and witnessed his prolonged
agony. Mo one was even arrested,

The MNeal affair was convincing evidence to unbiased
minds that some Southern states were wholly unwilling
to proceed against lynchers, If any further demonstration
was needed, it came soon after with the blow-torch bar-
barity at Duck Hill, Mississippi. Two Negroes accused
of murdering a white st r were taken in broad
daylight by an unmasked mob from the custody of three
officers and tortured to death with a blow-torch, while
hundreds of men, women, and children locked on. The
officers failed to recognize anybody in the mob, and no
one wis arrested,

Al least six other persons have been lynched in the
South so far this year, and state and local authorities
have brought no one to justice for any of these crimes,
The cumulative effect has naturally been to demonstrate
once more that while a few Scuthern states are willing
to take the steps necessary to eradicate mob murder, the
official spokesmen for the others content themselves with
pious declarations that they “hate lynching,” and vocifer-
ous arguments that the states should be permitted to
"manage their own affairs.”

Southerners who are disgusted with this situation have
concluded that lynchings will continue below Mason and
Dixon's Line until a federal law with testh in it is
placed on the books, This opinion is far more prevalent
in the Scuth today than it has ever been before. A survey
conducted by the Institute of Public Opinion this month
showed that 57 per cent of all Southerners favored such
legislation. The validity of this poll might be challenged
by skeptics, despite its astonishingly accurate prediction
of the extent of Roosevelt's victory at the polls last year,
if other evidence did not point to the same conclusion,
Most significant is the fact that an increasing number
of Southern newspapers are advocating a federal anti-
lynching bill. Although Virginia has a strong law of its
own against lynching—there has not been a lynching in
the state since the law was passed in 1928—no fewer
than eight Virginia dailies are advocating federal anti-
lynching legislation at the present time, These include
the MNorfolk Virginian-Filot, the Richmond News
Leader, and the llichmand Timer-Dispatch, Other im-
portant Southern papers taking a similar stand are the
Chattanooga Timer, the Miami Daily News, the Birm-
ingham Age-Herald, the Greensboro Daily News, the
San Antonio Express, the Columbia State, the Louisville



Cowrser-fowrnal, and the NMew Orleans Tribune, as well
as most of the Scripps-Howard chain, including the
Knoxville News-Seniingl, the Birmingham Pos, the
Houston Press, and the Fort Worth Press, Just as remack-
able is the fact that hardly a single leading Southern
daily is actively fighting the Wagner-Van Nuys bill,

It is also noteworthy that the papers which are urgi g
federal legislation have had no severe kickback
their readers. The Richmond Times-Dispatch has car-
ried a dozen editorials and cartoons this year strongly
advocating the passage of & federal bill and has reprinted
several dozen editorials and cartoons of similar import
from other papers. It has received exactly two letters of

protest. To my query concerning the reaction of their -

reaclers, editors in Louisville, Greensboro, Miami, Birm-
ingham, New Otrleans, and San Antonio have replied
that the volume of protest was negligible. What is more,
when the Greensboro Diaily News attacked Senator Josiah
Bailey for his Alibuster against the Costigan-Wagner
bill in 1933, the blast brought the heaviest batch of
landatory letters to the editor received by the paper in
seven years.

Despite these clear indications, the i impression appar-
ently still prevails among Southern Congressmen that
the South is viclently opposed to “interference™ in its
affairs by G-men acting under the provisions of a federal

anti-lynching statute. Almost all the Southerners in the

House voted against the Gavagan bill when it was passed
early this year by a vote of 277 to 119, Maury Maverick
of Texas, who spoke and voted for the bill, reported sev-
eral weeks later that he had not had a smgle protest from
his district. But with the exception of Representatives

Creal and Robsion of Kentucky and Reece and Taylor
of Tennessee, the rest of the Southern contingent went
solidly against the bill, It is apparent that many Scuthern
Representatives and Senators are out of touch with senti-
ment among their constituents on this issue.

SmmSm;thmrswhomnnahjmtuthcndm
provisions of the federal bill dislike the proposal to
fine a county or city from $2,000 to $10,000 when negli-
gence on the part of local officials is found to have led
to & lynching. It is important to note, however, that
twenty-two states .now have laws under which fines
ranging from $1,000 to $10,000 can be imposed on
cities or counties where lynchings occur—and the provi-
sion has proved effective. The South Carolina law has
been on the books since 1896, The minimum fAne of
$2,000 was assessed and collected in at least seven coun-
ties of the state between 1913 and 1931, and- no lynch-
ing has occurred in any of the seven since the fine was
imposed. Moreover, as James H, Chadbourn points out
in his “Lynching and the Law," “the average number of
lynchings per year in the state has declined sharply after
the infliction of each penalty.”

It is possible that the Wagner-Van Muys bill, if
passed, will be pronounced unconstitutional by the Su-
preme Court, It is also possible that if the measure is
upheld by the court, lynchings will continue on the same
scale as before. But that seems unlikely, For the first
time the bulk of Southern opinion appears to be defi-
nitely favorable to federal anti-lynching legislation, or at
least not disturbed over the prospect of its passage, That
fact should assure the public support which in the last
analysis must determine the effectiveness of any law.

THE SEMATE'S FILIBUSTER AGAINST THE
anti-lyaching bill represents political reaction and hypoc-
risy at their lowest point. The Southern Democratic
Senators who oppese the bill have been acting ostensibly

- oot only in behalf of the sacred principle of states’
rights but to speed up the “real business” of the special

session, They want Congress to “quit wasting time.”
Has it occurred to Senators Bailey, George, and Connally
that an excellent time-saving device would be & prompt
vote on the anti-lynching bill? We have an idea that it
has occurred to them; but they know too that seventy
Senate voles are already lined up for the measure, and
that it stands an excellent chance of being passed. So
they throw the hours away talking about the shocking
delays involved in debating a controversial issue like the
use of federal powers to suppress lynching. The South,
however, is not to be judged by the Senators from Texas,
‘Morth Carcling, and Georgia. Virgiffius Dabney's article
in this issue shows how widespread is the support for a
federal anti-lynching measure; while a recent Gallup
poll indicates not only that 72 per cent of the people
throughout the nation favor the Wagner-Van Nuys bill
butuut)?pcrmnmﬁmhﬂlfeclﬂltmwar
; (EmrToniaL)
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Deceaber 15, 1937

Walt:.
Dear Mr. Whitey ,

I have your letter of December 10 and
& sorry that I osve no sctuul inforaation.
T think you hau better ssk lr, Hery lnd-.:rnun,
in the Lepartment of Labor, sbout the article,

Very sincersly yours »
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Have You Written Your Senators Urging Support of the Federal Anti-Lynching Bill?
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Have You Written Your Senators Urging Support of the Federal Anti-Lynehing Bill?



Maroh 4, 1938 / j

My desar Mr., White:

I read your press releuss
and I'm horrified! Wwill socme of theas
peopla ever become enlightened?

Vary elposraly yours,

Yy Hr. Valter thite
69 Fifth Avenue, NYC oo



. THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN
Morch 2, 1938

My dear Mr, White:

i
I

Mrs. Hoosevelt is eway at the
presant t;gpfﬁht when she retyrns I shall
give her your letter. I sure ghe will
be amysdd by the story:

Very si;_lé_mly- yours,

Malvina T. Scheider
Segretery to
Mrs, Hoosewvelt
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Mr. Walter White
National Assceciation for the

Advaneement of Colored People
69 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York
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