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I~ 1 P .... .JWt 

FRW : Jo.\R EARLY • 

TO : THE IRESIDEt<T 

0023 FRet.! HULL: - BULLITT TE:LI!Xn1.APHS HAD OOliVERSl'TIONS DO'RINO 

PA&r Tf~"TY FOUR HOURS WITH DXADI ER, CHID' OF TilE GE:IERAL fnATF , 

SEVXRAL CABINEr llm.IBERS, AND BLUJ.I. ALL CON&DER PRES:.::NT &TUATION 

t..T LE?.fn AS SERIOUS AS LAfn AIJGUfn ON BASIS OY :FOU.O"IIWO IliFOR:.f.A'l'ION: 

REINFORC:S.:li.JJTS GOI NG TO ITAUAN ~ IN LIBYA DAILY, 

OERIJANS S!:JlDIIiG IJ:RFLANES Ili CRJ:.TES TO LIBYA !.VERY DAY. 

THOSE m:NTIONED ABOVE BELIEVE UNACCEPTABLE DJ:il!ANI)S '.IILL BE llADE 

BY !JUSSOLil-11: BETWEEN TEI'IrH Al:tl EI\D OF M.Ueii AND ALSO THEIR Bl!l.IEF 

THAT FRANCE hlliY Elil'ECT WSSOLINI TO lli.KE WAR UI'ON IT AllY TIME .AF'l'ER 

THE }!rDDLE OF MiiRCH, PROBAliLY ATTACKING DJIBOUTI FI<!ST. THEY STATE 

ITALY ii..S NO',f ONE !11Jl;I>RliJl THOUOOID THOOFS IN LIBYA AIID .-BOUT TO ADD 

THIRTY THOUSAND. DELADIER ,JiD OJJJU.!N BELIEVE THAT FREiiCH C.i.tr DIFli.JID 

TUNISI.n , BUT TliJ<T ITALY I.!AY KTT;,CK EGYPT , IIlliCH, ACCOIUlii.G TO FRENCH 

Im'Ol'l!JJI.'l'ION, I S NOT IN J.S STilONG Dl:lUISIVJ:; FOSI'l'IOtf. ALL IJ:E!< ABOVE 

Ja®.'TIOlU:O BELIEVE TH.i.T i>LTHOL"GH GE!t.WIY DOES NOT \'£[Sl TO GO TO l'lAR 
I TALY 

•.viTH FRANCE, IT \/ILL GO TO WAR IN :::uPFORT 01' .... IN CASE LATTER ATTACKf 

FR.i.llCE. !'RAI\CH GOVERl:Ji2\'T BELIEVE FO:CSIBLE ...t-1) ..DVIS..BLll: TO JWa: 

BROAD, CO!.'PREHENSIVE COia.!ERCIAL AGRlru.:E!a \liTH GOOWIY IN ORDER TC 

OFFill FOEeiBLITY OF GOOD FRANCO GERW.N RELATIONS, IN ORD::il! THAT G:rnl.!Aro.'Y 

UICHT HESU'ATE TO GO TO liAR AND THUS LOSE t1JCH B:ENEITTS. DEI.ADIER 

F.>l!SONAU.Y B3LH.VES FREKCH t;'lX;OTIA'l'IONS I'IITH Sl'nlN ARE t::EETI:>G ;liTH 

SUCCESS. DELAD! b:l! AND GAIJELIN ACTUALLY DISCUSSED l/ITH BULLITT 

1. 
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!.lEASURES '1'0 BE TAKEN I N PARIS IU 'mE lax'r T'i/0 1'/EEXS IN 'DlE 

EVENT OF AN ATTACK BY GERI.lAllY AND ITALY. THOSE T'iiO OFHCIALS 

CONSIDER BRI'l'Im l:OSITIOK Ill THE F,J! 3AST EX'l'R»'l:LY GRAVE, AS 

GREAT B.UT>U: N HELPLESS TO D~E.ND xUSTRJJ.IA, llEi ZEALAND, SINGAPORE, 

HONCKOHG, OR THE DUTCH EAST INDIES AGAINST .JAPANESE ATTACK. 

TREY &EE SOME CO.t.'NECTION BET.VEEN POSSIBLE ATTACK BY ITALIANS 

IN LIBYA AGAINST EX;YPr AND MOVJ!UENT AGAINST BRITISH NOT ONLY 

IN EASl'ERll LlEDITERRANE.b.N, BUT IN 'l'HE INDIAN OCEAN AND FAREAST. 

BLlJl CONSIDmS SITUATION SO SERIOUS HAS DECIDED r;oT TO UliDE-'l -

TJ;AF. PL!JiNED TRI? TO Jo::ERICA AT THIS TDJE 1 900 . 
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Paris, February l, 1939 . 

Per sonal and 'f '' t at 1 a? 

Dear Mr . President : 

Here ar e the latest figures on plane production 

of the Fr ench Secret Service . The Fr ench managed to 

produce in the month of December ninety- four planes . 

The British produced between two hundr ed and fift y 

and thr ee hundred . In addi tion , the Brit ish produced 

about one hundr ed trai ning planes . La Chambre states 

that the Fr ench pr oducti on is now r ising steadily and 

t hat it will r each two hundred per month in •une , and 

two hundred and fifty next July . By t be end of tbe 

year, he expect s it t o be about four hundred per mont h . 

La Chambre said that the latest information brought 

in by the French Secret Service indicat es that al though 

the Germans produced about one thousand planes a month 

in September and Oct ober last , t hey were unabl e t o keep 

The Honorable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

President of the United States of America, 

Washingt on, D. C. 

up 
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up this tempo , and in llovecber and December produced 

only between six and seven hundred planes per month . 

Your personal connection with the Deity continues 

to manifest itself 1n an astonishing manner . I told 

you that it probably would be impossible for me to 

bring to pass your wish that Saint-quentin might be 

t r anslated to a happier sphere . Today Guy La Chambre 

t old me that he wants to quit as Minister for Air and 

wants to FlO to \'lashington as French Ambassador . He 

asked me if I would tell Daladier to send him to 

Washington as Ambassador . I replied that I would not 

be so impertinent and, of course , would not make any 

comments on my vis-a-vis in Washington , but if Daladier 

himself should ask my opinion, I shoul d feel obliged to 

give it to him. As a result, I expect Daladier to ask 

me whether or not I think La Chanbre would do in 

Washington. I think he would be bul~y . He is very 

much of a gentleman; very gay and al.ive; with a cham­

ing wife who used t o be one of the leading actresses 

or Franoe. I am sure you would like him ond inasmuch 

as he is Daladier ' s most intimate fri end, you would 

have a real Ambassador . 

Incidentally, he told me that that dope-taking, 

half-American , Pat enOtre, former owner of the Phila­

delphia Inquirer and now Minister of National Economy, 

is 
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is also anxious t o be an Ambassador, and that Daladier 

expects to send him to Brazil. 

If La Chambre leaves the Ministry or Air to go to 

Nashi ngton, he will be replaced by M. Dautry, wbo was 

Director of the French State Railways and, for the 

past year or so , has been Chi ef Direct or or the H1spano­

Su1za Company . He has the r eputation or bei ng t he great­

est industrialist in France and would be a bigger shir t ­

f r ont at least t han Guy LaChambre, who is just a nice, 

honest, sinoere fellow. 

Incidentally, La Cha:nbre told me a few things about 

your fr iend de La Grange, which will amuse you . He 

said t ha t he had come to the con clusion that La Grange 's 

chi ef interest in r epresent i ng France in av iation 

deals was t o make 1noney privately on the side . 

He showed me en astounding lett er whi ch La Gra nge bed 

wr itt en to him yesterday, as a Senator, urging him to 

buy e complicated pr ess for uaking aviat i on bodies 

rrom t he Baldwin Loco!llot.ive Works at double the price 

to be paid for e similar pres s in England. De La 

Grange asked this huge extra par,nen t - ror t he amount 

was enormous - as a personal ravor to hilll . And on 

t he side , let La Cbambre know t hat he was thi nking of 

attacking him in the Senate l That used to be celled 

bl ackmail ! 

La Chembre 
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La Chambre t old me also that La Orange had been 

furious wben he had learned that an aviation mission 

had been sent to America to buy planes and t hat he 

had not headed it . La Grange had f inally said to 

La Chambre t hat he assumed he had been eliminated 

because I was jealous of him since I real i zed t hat 

you t alked to him more frankl y than you did to me . 

As I have been here only for half a minute , I 

haven't been able to pick up yet a ll the di r t , but 

I can tell you one more interesting thing. Daladier 

i s ser iousl y thi nki ng of running for the Presidency 

of the Republic this spring when Lebrun gets out. 

La Chambre says that Daladier feels certain he will 

have t he vot es of thr ee-fourths of the Senate and at 

lea st one-half the Chamber of Deputies . He wants to 

be Pr esident of the Republic in the sense that you 

are President of the United States , taking a much 

more active role t han has been assumed by the Presi­

dent for many years . I suspect that as soon as the 

other leading politicians learn that this is what 

Daladier has in mind, a coalition will be formed 

against him for there would not be much fun in bei ng 

President du Consei l during the next seven years if 

Daladier were to be a really vigorous President de l a 

Republique . 

Jules Henry 
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Jules Henry oame up from Spain last night and 

told me that he personally had gone out to f ind the 

lines defending Barcelona - where he was until the 

very day Franco ' s troops entered. He asserted that 

the lines defending Barcelona were there but that 

there was not one single defender in them. He said 

that Barcelona just blew up and he looks for the 

total collapse of resistance in Catalonia within 

ten days and t he total collapse of the Valencia and 

L~adrid areas inside three weeks . He believes that 

Uussolini will follow Franco's triumphs by immediate 

demands on France which will have to be refus ed and 

that we shall be close to war by the end of February. 

I am not so sure - because the speech made last 

night by that neurotic Austrian house-painter has me 

puzzled. I listened to it on the radio. It was un­

quest ionably the dullest and most disorderly speech 

he has made and it showed, I thought, a definite 

hesitation about provoking war due to fear of the 

hostility of the United States. On the other hand, 

I think it showed what all the information from 

Germany indicates; to w1 t: if Mussolini goes to war 

for any reason whatever, Germany will have to support. 

Italy because Germany can not afford to see Italy de­

feated . 

Italy 
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Italy has the ball and I hope that you have in­

vented some aot to impress Benito it be begins to 

start the rumpus . I t is unquestionable that your acts 

have had a cooling effect on Hitler and I t hink they 

might have a similar effect on Benito , who is the bad 

boy or the moment . Don ' t forget that your last com­

munication to him was the letter telling him that be 

was t he '"hi te-haired boy . At the moment, be t hinks 

that you think be is grand . 

There is another possible line of evolut ion about 

which I spoke to the British Ambassador today . I 

think there a re signs that Chamberlain is preparing to 

act vis-a-vi s France precisely the way he acted toward 

Czechoslovakia. I suspect that you may have Chamber lain 

getting together with Hitler and telling France that 

after all, t here is much virtue in the Itali an claims 

and that France had better give up at least half what 

Mussolini will demand . The British Ambassador quite 

violently denied that Chamberlain would take this 

course but I suspect that the viol ence of his denial 

meant that it is the course that will be taken. A 

few minutes later be said that since war would mean 

the triumph of the forces of Bolshevism on the Conti­

nent, any sacrifice necessary to avoid war must be 

made . The British have always found it easy to sacri ­

fice the interests of ot her peopl e and you may find 

yourself , 
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yourself , before another couple of months have passed , 

wisbin6 to request Ur . Chamberlain quietly not to be­

have like a S .O. B. 

Leon Blum is walking into the bouse at this 

moment so that I roust stop dictating . 

Love to you all . 

Yours affectionatel y, 

P .S. - Blum is extremely gl oomy . He beli eves that 
Mussolini will make absolutel y inacceptable 
demands just as soon as resistance to Franoo 
collapses completely . He believes that Hitler 
can not avoid supporting !.lussolini if t:ussolini 
goes to war and he believes that Chamberlain at 
the last minute will try to sell out France in 
the manner that I suggest would be British 
policy to the British Ambassador. Blum doesn ' t 
think that ther e will be war before April at the 
earliest and may come to the United States for a 
brief visit the end of Februar y . He is in fine 
form personally and seems t o have recover ed en­
tirely from the death of his wife . W.C. B. 



TELEGRAM RECEIVED 
JR 
This t elegram must be 
closel y paraphrased be­
fore ~ng communi cated 
to anyone . (D) 

Secretory of Stat E, 

Washington. 

Pc.ris 

F ROM Dnt cd February 3 1 ' 1939 ;1 
Rcc 1d 11 :10 a . m. 

193, February 3 1 11 a . m. 

PERSONAL AND i~8R~T FOR THE PRESI DENT , 

Guy Lachambre, Mi ni ster for Air , call ed on me 

this morning and s~id that today the French Government 

would place d ef i nite orders for 115 Martin bombers 

and 100 Douglas bombers and 200 Nor th American training 

pl anes ; and would ask for options on an addi tional 

120 Martin bombers and 100 Dougl as bombers . 

Lachambre sai d that Daladicr last night had 

asked him to say to me he hoped it would not bE 

nec es sa r y for either the Secretary of the Treasury 

or any other American Government offici al to g i ve out 

thE exact figures and dEtails of these orders . ThE 

impression produced in Germany and Italy by the i dea 

that France could obtain an unlimit ed number of pl an es 

i n the United States had been so valuable a d et err ent 

to attack by Germany and Italy that i t should not 

be d i sturbed by actual figur es of moderatE dimensions . 

I havE not yet be en able to sEE Daladitr as I 

went 

Ol 
01 

• 

z 
(I) 



• 

- 2 - #1931 FEbruar y 3 , 11 a lmi, from Paris i 

wEnt t o bed with a severe attack of gri ppE thE day 

I saw Bonnet (January 30) and I am still flat on my 

back. I expec t to bt up tomorrow, however , and b t litv£ 

t ho t t hE opti ons whi ch will be asked f or today by the 

French will b£ takEn up shortly aftEr I havE talkEd 

wi th Dalad1cr. 

It is difficul t t o exaggerate thE salutary EffEct 

which thE l eakage of your rtmarks to the Congressman 

has had in Europe, no matter hol'l much troubl e it may 

have mad£ for you i n t hE Uni ttd Statts·. Both the Gtrmans 

and I talians arc going to t hink hard now beforE 

attacking Pranc c and England. 

BULLITT 

HPD 
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Paris, February 9 , 1939, 

PRRSOHAL AND BTR~'Pi.¥ QQUi'!PVlM'I A.£ u 

Dear Sumner : 

At the request or the Llinister for Foreign Af­

fairs and the ~inister for Air , I have just received 

Mr. Maur!.ce Dollfus, Mllnsging Director of the M·J.tford 

Co"Dp£-cy, Paris , whioh ms.nufac tures Ford cars in J:l'ronce . 

In addition, t he Minister f or Air had spoken to me 

about the matter which Doll fus wished to di s cuss. 

I t appears that at the present ttme the French 

ere turning out a greet many planes but compar atively 

few first rete motors . As e result t he French have 

pur chased the rights to manufacture the British Rolls­

Royce Marlin motor in France and have asked the .P'rench 

Matrord people to nanutacture most of the part s for 

this motor. The French Uattord organization , es a 

The Honorable 

Sumner Wel l es , 

Under Secretary or State , 

Washingt on , D. C, 

patriotic 
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patrioti c duty, desires to carry out this work end 

finds the conditions pr oposed by the V.ini~try for Air 

satisfactory . 

One lart)e stumbling block is , however, foreeeen - ­

Mr. Henry Ford . Dollfus fears tbet while Ur . Edsel 

Ford will be entirely in favor of permitting the ~t­

tord plant to manufacture these parts tor the British 

Rolls-Royce Merlin engine , ~r. Henry Ford may consider 

that to have a pl ant in which he is a majority stock­

holder manufacture parts tor an engine that is going 

into a w!lr plsne would be contrary t o hie principles . 

Mr. Dollfus said to me that he beli eved tha t it some­

one coul d say to Edsel Ford that I knew ell about this 

piece or business end that I considered that i t ~roe 

not contrary to the interests or the United States 

and that I hoped 1t would go through, that would be 

suff icient . Be did not )(now that even this would be 

necessary , but before leaving ror America he wished 

to be sure that in ceee he should run into difficulties 

in Detroit , there would be SoMeone wi th whom he could 

get in touch in 1'/asb ington . 

I do not know tbet he will call on you tor help , 

tut 
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but i f he should ask ~o see you , pleasd see him . The 

order is on extremely icportant one involving at the 

outset one thousand motors to be completed before the 

end of t his year. 

Good luck and ever y good wish . 

YourP ver y s incerel y , 

(Signed): VI!LLIAM r . BULLITT. 

Willi= c . Bulli tt . 

WCB/Jgh 



IIEUO FOR THE P • S • 

__.- lby don't you hAve a cook taU 

with him and l ook him over 7, 

F. D. R, 



Poria , Febr uary 13, 1939 . 

Dear Mioay : 

This is a l etter that "Ood" received free. a very 

old friend or his . He didiJ ' t take it up with tl•e Pre­

sident, no t because he did not think well or t he gentle­

man in question but because there were ~oo many other 

important things to d1souJJs . He does tMnk v:ell of 

him and has been a close fr idnd or his for many years . 

Now that the Senoto hoe taken t o refuRing to con­

f irm the President's epp~intments, i t has occurred to 

"Cod"' thot residents or the District or Columbia are 

in nobody ' s senatorial distr~ct and BurkiLehaw, although 

he comes rroo Connecticut, has lived almost all his 

l i fe in thG Dis trict of Columbia. 

~iss Mar guerite Le Hand , 

Priva te Secre tE;ry to the President , 

The White House ; 

Washington, D. c. 

It 
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It may be worth while looking him up even though 

there is no chance of appointment at the present time . 

In eny case . I have been to l d to tell you t~~t the 

Arobasse.dor has known him ever since he was on the r'ord 

Peace Part)' and since he worked as his assistant a t 

the Peace Conference in 1919. 

Ver y sincerely yours, 

Ce.rlllel Offie . 

Enclosure . 



My denr Bill : 

Law Oft'ioee 
NEIL JlUP.Xll:snAW 

Sho1·ehw:! Building 
Wash1n~ton , D. c. 

December 16 , 1938. 

In the course or our conversetioc yesterday on 
your suggestion ti:tl1. I becoa:e t.otive in ,>clitics I was 
on the verg~ several times ot askin?, ;1ou to aid m' in 
the fulfillm~nt or e long cherished amb~t i on - - that is , of goi ng on the bencil . However, 1 r e fra i ned only 
because or the thou&ht t hat you mi ght be embar rassed 
by being compelled to tell me ~r,c co..tl.d not inte.:-.'ere 
in the ~otter of a~pointments . Hence, I am writing you this l e t te r so that you :"Ill!' act as you see fit 
without nny ne cessity of explnnat i on . 

There ure three vacancies at tills time ~!'! the 
1ederel Courts of the District of Columbia , one in the Coart of' Appeals , whict, is the position : want , end 
two in the United States District Court . Al so therd 
is the li l<ulihood of t1 second vncancy on the Court of Appeals if ther e ue true t he newspaper predict ions 
thot Justice Her old Stevens is to be 1•leveted from that Court to the Supre~e Court of the ~oited States . 

I t is believed tha t all or these vacancies will be 1'1ll erl immedi a t ely upon the convening or Congress 
next month . The nominetion•J will be s.H.t in within 
two or three weeks . 

I reel impelled to cove nt this timJ :..ecause there 
~Y not be another vacancy for twenty years . Usrvln 
Maclntire and Steve Earl y are f r iends from ol <l news­paoer deys . I gr e1·1 up i n l.:erider: with Zllnator Frank 
1.!.'\loney or Connecticut . However, he is not stron!\ 
enoUAh to swin.; t his :~ppoint:~ent him!':elf , a l tho•.l£h I assur e you he C(Jtta inly wll l go to bet for c:e in every 
wey . Frank P. ;·;alsh , with whoru I have been associated 

more . . . 
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mo!'e or less over tre pest nineteon yecre would also aid in e·tf!ry respe•; ! . Incidentally, he :ppol r. ted me 
s~r.:e t!lree years ceo as "/nshl ngton counsel for tte Power AuthJrlty for the Stnte ct re" Yorl(, tt pet rro­jdot of the Pr esident ·vtJile Governor or i:ow Yor t< . 

Without conceit, I feel th~t none would ~uestlon 
~ professional proficiency or integrity . I he~. t~en e pert!o:pent in n~At or the outstanding tr~els in this jurisdiction f o r flfteen yonrs . l W~S An Assistant Unl ted Ste tea At. torrey for f1 ve years 'lnu Special As­sis tent to the Attorney Ceneul for tbree yeA r s . In addition to my ·::o r k in the oil trhls .:l.ich included t !"le conviction or Heorr y Sinclair, I pe~·ticip<~ted ir• e series of outs ts"ldin{l se~u;•i t y frauds prosecutions . Only two yeArs ego I was celled in es e techniciAn on reder~l ~~ocedur~ to ma~e th~ lr.st ditch fight fer Bruno P.icherd Heu'l)t.l!'en in the Petle r '\1 courts in t'e~< Jersey end in the United StoLes Supreme Cn\lrt . 

T~ere in e growl cg cles~re , er,>ressed bot!: by ~I e bar end tl.o press, :"or t:u .I'JT•r'h ta .-.nt or n local man to the Court or ;.ppeals , as 1 L our pens the c the present 
f~ve "'IAI"t'81'8 have l>'l"n selected frO!'! ~ he outsi ce end honce l acl' inLi::late te~:~l llcrity wit~ :l~t· vury Jlfficult locnl procedure . It is •:.'iduly !Jr·lieved \.!,at the ne:r:t e ppoint::Jent I".By coD:o t'roo the Dir t••ict . 

As you lmow , I enjoy o very lucre.dve practice , but I gladly woul<! :<~.lf fer n di.!1i '1 1 'cr: In e~rnin:;"' ~r. 
c~~~~ ~o h~v~ t~~t ~~ ~:~~o~ . 

l n n way , I hllto to trsspel\!1 •J 1 old fr iendship ln :nekinl; thls rf! tuest or you . But., I pt•llhllt.ly never t'"• in :JhAll be sl tu'l ted as J u.,. no',/ l.n thn lJII t t11r o r 
posoessi~~ rr! on1s ln hi~h ~t~tion ·~c ~1ght eid :e . I teol t:·< t 'lnl<', Md I ~hould not neglect on oppor­t tt.ll ty such es tbill . 

It rou can see iOV.-:: <:ly clear to u•·: -~ r:e I shall be #orever sratet'ul . And , it you cnnnot , t hen I 11heU understand . 

Cordially , 

(S1Fttod ) : t!tiL. 



THE WH IT E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

one original co~y only . 

For the President 

From the Onder .:>ec retary . 

I am tel e g r aphing you a s ecret message just recei ved f r om 

Bulli tt . The Secretary, who 1 ¢ sti ll l aid up in bed , nas 

asked tr.e to let you k no• that nei t her he nor I l<now any­

t hing abou t the •mea sures" men t i cme..t in t he last paragraph 

of Bu lli t t ' s telegram. Tbe messa.,e re.,d3 as t c.~ ows : 

"At luncheon today a w.,moer ot' t he .;uperitr ::ar 

Counci l , General Requi.n , .·ras ac~om]>a ni.J l by the gantoral 

of whom D~ladier has s~ oken t o be m:lde head ot: the Army 

Gener al Staff , General Georges . 

tiun vn the follovrin J lines hRd be•m r ecei ved from persons 

consi l ered enti r ely ral 1Role by the Staff 'ltld connected 

.i th the Secre t Ser vice . 

"Fir .; t : That the Italian Chief of ~. a fter hesi ­

tating for saue time , has Lada up his mind t o go a head " l t h 

his deru· .• nds a~ains~ the French ... nd t o make wru· if wha~ he 

w::nts should be r e jec teJ oy !~ranee . 

",~econd : On F"bru .. r y 14 he had been pr omi s ed by 

Hitl er tha t tne full S\J jJjJOt t Of G"r wany .101.-ld be behind him 

··~ainst the Fr ench anrct tha t I tuly woul d rove Ger n,any as an 

al ly in ·rar in case ttl" ne:cesaity . 



-~ -
"Tni rd: ~ ~r.Lbilizativn h~d o~ ·n stll.rt 1 oy "U.33olln1 

in a -t~.olet way . Re IUs o .. oetw.~n .,;> · , ~ o 1.11<1 ~'l' , ~ 

reservists in ar:n. , not count in., tllo r"oiL ar cL:l a.:;~s in 

mi litAry trainl '" service . By the Cit":Jt ol' Ll~rth the 
ttooiUzeJ strenbth uf tne r..;, vf I ,(l).y wot.ld be orou.,nt 

t o 1 , vO, OO\: men tlS a r<~su~t or vrdurs "u.;~ol1n1 had 

i :~ued . 

"Fourth : Tno nuoo .. r of tt·O<.J>S 1o Lib, a h:.s na.1 o~ n 

brou nt Ui to 1CO, Ovv oy fUr n~r concentrat.ons there . 

The ereater pat·t oi' 'h" ovintlcn forc~s or hillY was 

being asseoblol ~n I:J.o,,. .t.d ln - •oil> . 

"''ifth : !lot only ru. h Gero311 o l'icers, c ·hni~ian. 

and a via tors but also a gra t number of :ier man so1•1iers 

had oe n sen t to L~bya in ' •it. on t. t'lo I ali•n t rooJ s . 

".t.'nere .as no ,t;osticn 'lJL ... t tho :n;.tuentic! .. 'J cf 

this inf<.rnatl on i.t the mln:ls of both the gonor·•!s ab• ve 

ment.iune..I . rhey t:~e_3b1v.s beli.v<. t ha. tne .: "' a igo 
of .ntimidati<.<n .• ou1d ou oe,un oy l'vs~o1in1 300Ut the 

1st <-f liarch and tha ~ about tne emu of Mar co 1 t •a , 

J.il<e ly that I t'l..lJ and jer ny ''"".1.d 3tr1l<e . 

"I ;m.,;y bo..n "' equiD .nd Geor;ee ~IJ .. ell th!lt I du not 

beli .. ve tney ou ld color th ... lr stat•mvnts t o •• in any 

way . In my opin.>on tlliG infor:.ation a::ust bo t·U.en mv.l t 

seriOl• 1)' ,;i tn ru,:ard w t:lu• lnteut IJII • •us •u1lni . 

•It wa3 stuteJ uy ... en ral Georg s that so sarlouJ).y 

ha 1 t.~l s in.cvrm~ • iun O• .n t .r en Dy th!' r.en,r 1 .n1T th111. 

Tunisia h'< o" n ordere t.•is mc;.rning to be ~la;ed 
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1 edh lY u~ •.n a • tr fv otiQ,; . l.lr u 1 t o J-S frc.m 
Algior;~ ·.ere oein, wv•t..•d runisia . As 1 s1.1<Hi;ht, 
Ge r·es tddea tna• excellent anti-aircru:t ~n~ ~! is~ 

m· .w, t-. the number vf ninety , "' ich ha.d b""" brvu ht 
fro '• 'lin o; lto.;rin•:: svldier.; , were •• rea:iy en r;~ute t 
:!'unis . 

It se C'S a, r:>;>riate "' su est tn .. t c .rt •in me:.surcs 
.,. , ch I oeliovo .,,.q cons iller ! <1 r 1 ht hllve u c olin., er:ect 
upcn It~ly -md .nich .• ere .1scus.,u.1 when I .ms in the 
Unitei Jtc.tes sho' _d Otw co . .siderud and rre;nrud Cor utting 
1.1 o iru tldiato effoct durlu~ ~;he nex t four or five •ecks . " 

HULL 



Person~<l and 
$·o•:b. 

Dear Ur . President: 

Paris, February 21 , 1939 . 

This letter is for you alone end I hope you will 

answer it by cable immediat ely. 

About the 5th of February, Guy La Chembre s aid 

t o me that Lindbergh had informed hio th&t on a recent 

trip to Germnny, he had e scertained the t the Corm.en 

Government would be gl.ed t o sell Benz motor s of about 

1050 horsepower t o France. Lu Cbambre said t hat he 

was thinking of purchasing three of these motore to try. 

He asked me i f I thought t here would be any hostile re­

action in the Uni ted States, if it should becone known 

t hat the French Government bod purchased t hree Oermon 

Benz motors in Ger.nany. I r epl ied t hat I did not t hink 

there would be any hostile reaction; in tact, people 

would consider it r atber clever or the French to have 

got examples of the best German airplane motors for 

thorough inspection. 

Last 

The Honorable 

Franklin Delano Roooevelt , 

President of tho United St a t es of America , 

The White House . 
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Last evening Cuy La Chombre celled on me and 
said that he had just had e moat importun t conver­

sation with Dalad ier nnd that D&ladier hed asked him 
to speak to me, end that no one el se in the French 

Covernment had or would hove uny knowledge of t he 
metter that he WBS about to br ing up. Daladier 

especially did no t wish Bonnet and the other memb ers 
of the Q.ue i d ' Or say to know e bout it as they were 

t horoughly unre l iable. 

Guy La Chambre then said that the French Air 
Attache in Berlin had just returned to Paris end hed 

r eported as follows: General Udet had sent for him 

and had stated that Lindbergh had said to Cenerul 
Milch that the French might like to purcha se some 

Cameo air plane motors f or which they would be pro­
pared to pay cash in fre e excbnnge , quite eside from 
any compensation agreements . Udet then said that 

General !Jilch had spoken to Coering; that Coering bed 
spoken to Hitler ~no had approved the transaction; 

and the t Coering hod direct ed him (Udet ) to i nfonn the 

Fr ench hir Attache i n Berlin that t he German Government 
would bo glad t o sell to t he French Government three 

hundred Benz mo t ors for delivery about December 1939 

or 
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or Jo.nu&ry 1940. 

Guy La Chambro said that the French Air Attech6 

we.s now in P11ris waiting for a message to carry back 

to the German Government. The first observation t ha t 

he, Le ChCJllbre, hod made v1as that delay in deli very of 

these motors node any such proposal of doubtful value; 

second , that if soy such proposal went through, the 

French must huve ten of these motors f or immediate in­

spect ion; third , that the entire mbtter ~~uld have to 

be considered most carefully before a decision should 

be made. He hed, therefore, or dered the French Air 

Attecb.6 to remain in Paris for the moment and he und 

Daledier hed consulted . 

Their decision was that it would be desirable to 

order these three hundred motors not because of the 

addition that they \\Ould cake to France ' s air strength-­

there ~~uld be too few of them to make much difference 

end in case of war i t would be impossible t o get parts 

to repair any of them -- but because of the improvement 

that might be produced by such an order in the diplo­

matic r elatione between Fronae and Germany, and b&OIIuso 

news of such a deal would tend to make t he Itulians l esa 

sure or German support . 

The 
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The question t hat De. led ier wished to put up 

to me was whether or not tbe news of the purchase 

of three hundr ed airplane motors by Fr ance fran 

Oercany would produce an unfortunate effect on 

public opinion in the United States . 

I replied that I could not answer such a question. 

La Chambre said that he end Daledier had expected 

me to make just this reply and whet Deledier wanted 

was for me t o communicet~ with you peroonelly end ask 

your personal op i ni on of the deal. 

I said that I considered the question filled 

wit h high explosive and did not believe it s hould be 

handled by telegraph ; that you were at the moment on 

a cruiser in tbe Caribbean end would not r eturn until 

the fourth of March; and that I believed that if Daladier 

wished to get your reaction to this proposal, be could 

not obtain it until after March f ou r th at the earliest. 

La Chambr e said t hat he would de l ay replying to 

the Cermens until after your return. 

I don't know whether or not you will care to ex­

pres s any opinion whatsoever; but even if you want to 

refuse to reply, please send me immediately a telegram 

to 



- 5 -

to t hat effect . Guy LaChambre said t hat a mere 

indication from you that the reaction in America 

would be unfortunate, wo ul d be sufficient to kill 

the deal. 

Personally, I don ' t like the smell of it. I 

do not believe that t here is any r eel approcch by 

Germany toward friendship with France . It seems to 

me t hat the test should be: Will Ger many agree t o 

deliver thre e hundred motors next month to France? 

They have plenty in st ock t o spare . 

You know all about the possible reaction in Ameri ca 

and I know little, so I wish you would let me know 

exactl y what you think. I do bel ieve tha t whatever 

i ndication you tell me t o g ive to Daladier will be 

decisive, I shell, of course , merely mention the 

met ter verbally . Please telesraph a t once. 

Guy La Chambre also said to me that during the 

some oo nversat ion in whi ch he had talked over th is 

matter with Deledier, he bb.d had two shocks . He had 

understood, as I had from our lest conversat i on with 

Da.ladier and Paul Reynaud, thut it had been decided 

t o exercise the options for the additional one hundr ed 

twent y 
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twent y Uartins and an addi~ional one hundred Dougleses . 

Daladier now appeare d to be doubtful because of tho 

size of tho e xpenditures in for e i gn aircraft the 

decis i on having been mode to buy a lorge quantity of 

Rolls - Royce Merlin motors and this German order being 

in prospect , 

The French options on these additional American 

planes do not expire until March 12th end Guy La ChOJ:Ibre 

said that he believed Doledier would take up the options 

before that tin e . 

The second shook woe that al t hough he thought it 

was all fixed tor him to go as Ambassador to 1'/ashington, 

De.ladi e r hud said to him that Georges Bonnet bud ,just 

about per suaded him that Jules Henry should be oent as 

French Ambassador to Weshington end asked h1m if he 

wanted anot her diplometic post. He hod said that be 

did not went any other dipl omatic post end if Deled ier 

should decide to send Henry instead of himse l f to Wssh­

in.gton, he would prefer to rema in es !.linister tor Air. 

Please cable me as cr yptically as you like . I 

shall understand. 

Love and e lot of i t . 



Personal and 
Secret. 

Dear t!r . President : 

Paris, February 22 , 1939. 

This is another letter for your most privata eye. 

And as you read it, you will chortle, r emembering the 

day when wa cooked up the Johnson Act and predicted 

that we would make those chickens come home to r oost . 

Paul Reynaud, Minis t er of Finance, telephoned 

yesterday and said that he had a metter or the utmost 

importance about which he wished to speak to me at once. 

He came in today. He eaid that he had become convinced 

that France must make immediately a settlement or her 

debt to the United States . No such obstacle to perfect 

relations betv;een Fr ance and the United States could be 

permitted t o exist any longer. (You will recall my 

telegram No. 2?6 or February 15, 10 P. M.) . 

Reynaud went on to say that Fr ance at the present 

t ime 

The Honorable 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt , 

President of the United St ates of America , 

The White Houae. 
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tice had •iah ty- saven billion francs in gold . He would 

be prepared to hand over to the Uni ted States ten 

bil l ion francs in gold at once with tho s tatement that 

whereas France , during a per iod or great economic and 

f inancial stress had been unable to make payments on 

her debt to the United States , now t hat the financial 

situation had Unproved, France desired to resume payments . 

He added that he did not pr opose that this should be a 

final settlement or the debt, but only that such payment 

in a l=p sum should be accepted by the Government or the 

United States as sufficient evidence of good feith to 

relieve France from the restrictions of t he Johnson Act. 

He went on to say that be knew that ten bil lion 

francs, wh ich was an enormous sum tor France , repres enting 

as it did about fifteen percent of the French war chest, 

wee a snall sum for the United States , repres enting as 

it did only about three bw1dred million dollars . The 

soorit'ic• from the French point or view, however, when 

France \\aS threatened by war, was enormous. He hoped 

that this would be appreciated in the United Stotes 

and tbet such a payment migtit be considered sufficient 

to 
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to lift the restrictions of the Johnson Act . 

I replied that I thanked him most heartily for 

whet he had said; that I was certain thAt you would 

be most happy to hear of this honorable proposal; but 

I added that Congress controlled completely any debt 

settlements and that Congress was most loath to deal 

with the matter. I pointed out tbet the Hungarians 

bad mnde an offer which bad been buried i n co~ittee , 

and that a French offer of three hundred million dollars 

in gold to settle a debt of many billions would probably 

not be regarded eo sooct business by the Congress . 

Reynaud said that he understood this, but be felt 

that you might be able to put the quest ion on the basis 

or fairness to en honorable , democratic and friendly 

nation which desired to do what 1t could and could not 

do more . 

I then sug&ested that although the ten billion franca 

in gold alone probably would not be acceptable t o the 

American Congress; ten billion francs plus X might pos­

sibl y be acceptable; X to represent Fr ench possessions 

which 
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which we might desire for strategic reasons . 

Reynaud replied that in addition t o the ten billton 

francs, he felt it oould be possible for Jo'ranoe to 

throw in Cl i pperton Island; the French interests in 

t he New Hebrides wll.lch they hold under e. coudinlinium 

with the Britieh , end any other French possessions we 

might 1'sncy in e1 t her the Caribbean or the Pacific 

provided that sucb possessions did not bevs either a 

large population or & great sentimental value to France. 

As en e xample or islands to be excluded because of 

their sent imental value , he cited St . Pierre sod Miquelon. 

Since you collect stamps , you don ' t need to look 

at t he map : and you can count in your mind any islands 

or other territories that France possesses e.nywher ... 

I beppen to r ecall a discussion we bad in the White House 

not long ago about the need for en American base sonewhere 

in the region of Vene?uele and it occurs to me that 

you might fancy French Guiana . 

In any event , will you please get your imagination 

to work furiously on this subject. I wi sh to Cod 

that 
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that I could be with you in tbe White Houae f or one 

evening . Our inventions would be terrific ! As it i s , 

I can only say that if you want any French territory , 

9l us ten bil lion franca in gold , in return for releas ing 

France from the operations of t he ~ohnson Act , it looks 

as if you might be able to get it . 

Let me have a letter about this just as soon as you 

;:>ossibly can . I do not believe that you should tel&graph 

with r egard to it. Reynaud is extremely skeptical with 

regard to the discretion of the French Foreign Office 

and our Depurtroo nt of State, to say notbill6 of the 

pri vacy of our telegraphic communicat iono . He asked me 

espec i ally to r efer this to you alone end to avoid 

absolutely official communications at t his stage . 

Speed is of the essence . I f war 9hould begin , the 

French couldn't make a poyQent . 

Don't you feel rather proud of the achievements of 

our offspring? The carrot and the club is, after all , 

not e bad formula in international dealings . 

A large embrace and good luck. 

William C. Bull itt. 
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Personal and 
S s;et 

Paris, February 23, 1939 . 

Doe. r l!r. Preaident: 

A feVI days ago while talking with Mandel 

about the situation in Frenoh Indo-Chino ond the 

possibility of a Japanese at t ack on the French 

railroad to stop t he transit of supplies to Chino, 

a curious thought struck me. 

There is an Emperor of Annan\. The Emperor 

of Annom is not in default on a ny debt to the Govern­

ment of t he United States . The Emperor of Annnm needs 

airpl ane s to defe nd his kingdom. Suppose the Emperor 

of Annlllll should wish to buy three or four or five 

hundred airplanes in the United States . Suppose e ither 

the Export-Import Bank or private bankers should wish 

to give credits or five years to the manufacturers o f 

the planes i n order that t he business might be obtained . 

Would either the Export-Import Bank or any private 

banker 

The Honorable 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 

President or the United Statea of America, 

The White House . 
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banker or group or bonkers be forbidden to offer 
such a orudit to t he oonufecturer by the Johnson Act? 
I think not . 

Would you like to have the Emperor of Annem buy 
a few hundr ed pl anes i n tho United St a tes? And would 
this sort of finencing be possible ? 

Please let me know the answer os soon as you can. 
If the answer should be yes , you m.oy count on seeing 
a repr e s entat ivo of the Emper or of Annam arrive in­
cognito in the United States f or the purchase of planes. 

Blessings. 

]) ; t\ ' 
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Paris, ~roh 18, 1939 . 
Personal and f ?''sat 1•1 

Dear Mr . President: 

I thank you profoundly for having bad Welles 

make that s t atement about Czechoslovakia . !.ly 

reeling that we had to say a word for human decency 

increased in intensity every hour that the word re­

mained unsaid. It was splendidly done and, couplea 

with your bri ef indication with regard to the need 

ror a change in the Neutrality Act, will have some 

effect at least in Europe . 

I l ike also your action in continuing to re­

cognize the ttinister or Czechoslovakia as the re­

presentative or his country . I remember telling 

you some years ago one of t he rew facts that I have 

ever been able to tell you that you did not know 

already, to wit : that, during all the years when 

Poland 

The Honorable 

Fr anklin D. Roosevelt, 

President or the United States or Amer ica , 

Washington, D. o. 
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Poland bad ceased to exist as a sovereign state, the 

Turkish Sultans invariably invited the Polish Ambassa­

dor , who did not exist , to every Court function, and 

at t he beginning of each Court function , i n the pre­

sence of the Ambassadors of Germany, Austria, and 

Russi a , the Court Chamberlain announced to Bis Imperi al 

Ma jesty the Sultan: "The Polish Ambassador begs to be 

excused as be is slightly indisposed.~ 

That always seemed to me one of the really gen­

t lemanly gestures in human history, a nd I am glad 

t hat, a t least for the moment , we are following this 

example of the Osmanlis . 

Henceforth i n Europe d i plomatic action wi ll be 

almost i mpossible . A minimum of good f a ith is neces­

sary for civili zed intercourse, and Hitler has proved 

sevenfold that be is an unscrupulous liar . 

My guess is that by this t ime next year you will 

wish that you had an American Army of two mi l lion men 

ready for action . I hope that does not prove to be 

true; but I fear it will. The War Department today 

is perhaps even more important than the Navy Department 

because in the Navy what needs to be done has been done, 

and i n the l'lar Department nearly everythi ng remains to 

be done. 

Blessings and good luck . 

Yours a ffect ionately, 

lftn:DJ U nit t . 



Paris, uarch 23 , 1939. 

Dear l!r . President : 

Following our cryptic telephone conversation , . 
the French Minister for Air decided to lot the 

negotiations for the purchase of three hundred 

Daimler-Benz airplane motor s f r om Germany die an 
~ediato and natural death. 

Yrs . 

The Honorable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

President of the United St ates of America, 

Washington, D. C. 



Pr i vata and Paris, March 23, 1939. 

Dear Mr . President: 

Tonight Hitler is on his we.y to Hemal . He will 

soon be making plans t o visit other spots in Europe. 

Some dey someone will have enough guts to pull a trig­

gar and t he affair will begin . The British seem t o 

be awake at last end the Fr ench definitely are awake. 

I wish you could have boen he r e during the pe.st 

few doys t o see howe nation should react t oo tragic 

s i t uation , 

As you know, i n t he past three days the French 

hove mobi l ized t wo classes end en e xtra hundred thousand 

specialists - including one or my kitchen boys. Everyone 

believes t ha t war is inevitabl e and that it will come 

quickly. Every soldier hns gone vlith a quiet resolution 

t ha t is beyond praise end the wives end mothers and chil­

dren have been j ust eo calm. 

Hitler' s invas i on of Bohemia end Moravia produced 

The Honorable 

Frankl in Del ano Roosevelt , 

The White House, 

Washington . 

a 
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a curious r esult . It convi nced every Frenchman and 

every Fr ench woman that no promi s e of the dictators 

was to be relied on; t hat words were useless; and 

that Hitler could be stopped by nothing but force . 

As a result, there is a curious serenity from one 

end of France to the other. There is no va cillat ion 

or mourning . The spirit of the people is incomparably 

better then in 1914 and fe r better even t han the 

spirit last September. The quiet courage and serenity 

i n France t oday i s the onl y manifestat ion in a l ong 

time t hat has made me proud to be a member of the 

human r ace. 

The German game is obvious and i s based on the 

elementary pri nc i ple or military s tra t egy tha t i t is 

wi se t o s trike where your opponents are weakest and 

defeat them in detail before their forc es can be 

concentrated . Czechosl ovaki a hes gone. Memel has gone , 

and an effort will be made t o establish a virtual 

prot ect orate over Lithuania . The Poles then will have 

t hree German fronts to defend. They may no t be the 

next on t he l ist because Hungary, Rumania and Yugoslavia 

may 
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may be dis integrated by the pressure a nd t hreats 

which were used in t he case of Czechoslovakia and 

Memel. 

If those countries go , the pressure on Poland 

will be t errific , s i nce t he Poles will be a ble t o 

l ook forward only to the horror of being once again 

t he battleground f or Germans end Russians . 

If the Poles should cave in without fighting , 

the next turn would doubtless be t hat o f France. If 

the re were no fri ends or fill i es to the eastward, t here 

would be a terrible temptation to France to make huge 

concessions to buy off Italy . That obviously would 

only delay t he dey of a ttack on France -- end Who can 

say that under t oose circumstances , Greet Br i tai n would 

not prefer to make her peace w1 th Germa ny at tbe expens e 

of France r ather then risk en almost certain defeat . 

The abo ve is, I bel i eve , t he German reasoning . 

The moral for us is that unless some nation in Euro pe 

s t ends up to Germany qu i ckly, France end Engle nd may 

face defee.t and such defeat \..ould mean the French e nd 

British fleets in the hands of the Gernens end the 

Ital i ans . We should then hove the Jeps in the Pacific 

end 
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and an o verwhe lming fleet against us in the At lantic . 

You know this already end I apolog ize for re­

peating it . The important thing is that the peop le 

of the United States don't yet know it . 

If European war shou ld begin, I believe the 

America n people unanimously would say, "Send supplies 

to the allies but never, never , never an American 

soldi e r . " I believe that evan though t he countries 

of Europe should fell under Ge r man domination, one by 

one , and even though it should seem that France and 

England were going t o be defeated , the American p eople 

would not des ire to decla r e war on Ger :uany unless 

Germany had committed direct acts of a ggr ession age inst 

the United States or American citizens . 

I believe , however, that such acts of aggressi on 

would be committed and tha t after not more than a y ear 

of Euro pean war, the Amer i oon p eopl e wo uld desire t o 

declare wa.r on Germany. 

At this point, it seems to me worthwhile t o enter 

t he realm of pure imagination. Here are my imaginings. 

The only gree t army on the side of decency is the 

Fr ench 
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French Army; tho British have even leas of an army 

then we have ond it is even worse 1n ell respects 

tha n our own . If the French Army should be licked 

because i t simply did not have enough men to put 1n 

l ine against throe times the number of Italia ns end 

Germans, that would be tbe end of England elso -- 1n 

sp ite of t he British fleet. The vital point , therefore , 

if war stnrts, will become the maintenance of the 

str engt h of the French Amy • 

.Americans will begin to realize that fact end 

will begin t o wish to strengthen the French Army - - when 

it will be t oo lets t o create an American Army to inter­

vene in time. 

Yle ought to create that army now . 

I know from our conversetions of las t October 

tlult you are working on t he question of industrial 

pr eparation for \IBr ell the way frol'l the producti on of 

powder down . I think we should start to produce soldiers 

as well . 

If you bring t ho present regular army and tho 

National Guard t o tull strength immediately, you will 

have 
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have a considerable number of men trained in the 

rudiments of war . But I would l ike to s tick this 

thought in your mind . If we should try to send en 

Amer ican Army to Euro pe as e n Ame r ican Army with e ll 

services , the prepar a tion would take much too lone and 

the net r esult would be t he same as the result when 

Pershing attacked in t he region of Montfeucon. Half­

trained artillery officers would fire a t night into 

their own t r oops end ever ything that we should accomplish 

would coat us five times as much as the cost to the 

Germans . 

I believe, the refore , that if we e r e drawn i nto 

war , while our eventual objective should be t he c r eation 

of a n American Army in France, we should t r ain t he half 

million men that you may be able to get r eedy f'eirly 

quickly in the regular Anny and the Nat i onal Guard , and 

s end them over to Franc e to be brigsded with the French 

Army, one regiment t o a Division. Thus they •:1ould be 

well led and well trained. 

Pershing' s mistake wns the crest ion of an inde­

pendent American Army too quickly . The troops shoul d 

remain br igaded with the French ttntll they really become 

v eterans . 
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veterans. This oeens to me elementary common sense 

and under war conditions the people o r t he United 

Stat es, in spite or the wish to have an i ndependent 

American Army, would see the poi nt and support you. 

I doubt if you could get any General now hi gh 

in the \'1or Department or the fiel d to support such 

a progrum. They would netureUy \l&nt a fully inde­

pendent American Army to be created at t he earliest 

possibl e moment. It would be their great chance to 

co!l!lland end they would not v:ish t o be brigsded with 

the French . 

You may hove some General at the pr esent t ioe 

in t he Army that I know nothi ng abou t, but it occurs 
to me that unless you should have someone who could 

see this point, 1 t might be '·:ortllwhlle t o bring beck 
Douglas MacArthur , who would hove to accept any con­

ditions in advance that you might cere to impose on 

him, and send him to direct our activ ities in France . 

A letter o r t his sort may l!lllke you think that I 
81!1 al ready mercbing into Berlin . I BD no t, end I hope 
to God t ha t the whole train of events listed ebovo os 

a possibility -- by no moans a certainty which I 

heve 
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have predicted, muy never come to pass . I do feel 

sure , however , that it is essen tiel thet we should 

begin instantly to train e great er:lly. It iS equally 

essent iel that we should know that if we should be 

drawn in, we 'l\Ould ~·ent to send as aeny men as pas-

sible to be brigaded with the French. 

I wish I could talk this over with you because 

in order to a void making this letter endless, I am 

obliged to state everyt hing bal dl y end crudely. You 

will mal'.e your own rectifications end you will know 

enyhow that I am not qu ito so dumb as I muy sound . 

Love and good luck. 

Yours effeot1onately, 

~~'\ 
William c. Bullitt . 



• 
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~loroh 24 , 1939 . 

P . s . The pouch hao not yet left so that I cun 

edd this comment . 

If Poland should reject the British offer of an 

alliance , as seecs possible , ell resistance to Geroany 

would cease to the eus tward of the French boundar !es . The 

strength which Hitler and wussolioi could bring esalnst 

the French Amy eft~ r n few weeks or months of orgen17et1on 

of Central and Eastern Eur ope would be such that the 

temptation to France end England to oubmit to Oermeny 

would be colossal . 

If they should fight , they would fight under con­

di t i ons which probably would Mean rapid defeat. If they 

should subcit, South Al'lerico wo·ll.d be next on the Hitler 

program. 

I know ho.· hllrd the political task will be for you , 

but I em certain that the best ti~e for us to create a 

reRl army is today . 

W. C. B. 



--

Paris , ~rob 23 , 1939, 

Dear Mr . President: 

You asked me to write you about my conver sations 

with Roy Howard . Lifo is moving too fast tor me to 

be able to find time to give you the comedy which no 
doubt is what you want. 

The only important thing from a political point 

ot view i s that Roy, after visiting most of the 

countries of Europe, seems to have developed a sincere 

and violent admiration tor your foreign policy. Re 

says he has the greatest desire to cooperate closely 

with you after his return to tho United Stat es . Ho 

adds that he has a reeling that soneone must have been 

poisoning your mind agai nst him because he can not 

understand otherwise how it happens that although he 

agrees with all your objectives and almost a ll your 

measures, 

The Honorable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

President of the United States of Acerlos , 

Washington , D. C. 
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meaaures, you seem to remain so aloof from him (I 

can hear you gr oan!). 

Nevertheless , I think it would be good politics 

to invite him to have lunch with you at the '1/hite 

House as soon as he gets back from Europe. He bas 

made some interesting observations and you won't be 

bored . 

Good luck . 

Yrs . 

~:\l 



--

REB 

This teleGram must be 
closely par aphrased be­
Core being communicated 
to an)·onc . (D) 

Secretary of State , 

Wash1ncton. 

552, !:arch 23, 5 p . m. 

, .. .., c. 

PS F; "J_ ... 1.1.t) 

P;uns 

Dated Ltnrch 23, 1939 

Rcc ' d 4 :30 P• m. 

I ERSOl',.L :.;ill 9 

33 IT FOR THE PRESIDEilT. 

l':.lo.di er sJ)oke to ru: today ttith regard to the =atter 

ciscu~scd ln my letter of f'cbr-.,urc 22. fit said t::.11t he 

him~tlf hnd initiated the 

mintd Lo push it throuBb. 

propo:~al and thnt he was dete r-­

Since~ has the power to 

covcrn by decree at the present ti~e this Means something. 

He <~:l:J not Rt all horrified by the idcn of ~. 
He saicl t::~t he cons1<:ercd it entirely rcaconable and added 

that to.cre "ere approximntcl;; fi.i'ty points where it t!icJ'lt 

apply. llc believed that no one \las so well qualified as 

Jeo.n ;.onnet to handle thio matter and he would send :•onnct 

s pcrsonnl telq;rrun today o.skinp: him to return to Paris 

fror.t ,;c11 York for a few days to discuss the matter and to 

return irncdiately to /.mcrica. 

Dal:ldicr added tho.t on llonnet 1 s nrr ivnl in Paris h e 

would \'tioh to have a discussion with 1.\onnet nnd r.lysclf . 

It you have a ny ideo:~ thnt 1·ou thinlt I ou{lht to have 

in 



REB 
I 2- #552 , From Paris , Mar , 23, 5p, m. 

in r.tinci durin(l such a dis;:ussio~ , you 

to mE by lEttEr in thE ~Jfouch 
might trunsmi t thEm 

immEdiatEly. Don r t 

stnd ··E your viEws unlEss you t hink I n EEd thEm. If y ou 

coul<i : ivE ~·t s omE ptrsonnl i ndication for my information 

but not rt • Etiti on a s t o thE dirEction in wh ich my 

c;Eogr~phy is •;;ronc I should bE oblig Ed , To bE of usE , 

this \,oul tl havE t o rEoch t:IE by thE firs t pouch, 

BULL ITT 

i:PL 
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REB TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

This tclcgrnm muot bc 
closcly par aphrased bt­
fori~ting communicatEd FROM 
to anyonE . (D) 

SecrEtary of 

Wash inaton. 

552, Lla roh 23, 5 P• m. 

p,\RIS 

Datcd March 23, 1939 

1-ERSONi.L :JID ill V. FOR THE PRESIDE liT . 

D!lladitr spoke to mt today <~ith rEgard to the matter 

ru 
(J.J 

llJ 
c 
r 
r 
-1 

ciscu~scd in my lctter of Feb~~ry 22, HE said t~at ht -1 

himsE:f had initiated th t proposal and that hE was deter­

minEd to push it through . Since h& has the power to 

• 

aovcrn by dEcree at the presEnt t imE this means somtLhing. () 

' HE was no t at all horrified by the i deo. of ' X • • (JJ 

c 
HE said t~at he considered i t EntirEly reasonable and added ~ 

that thErE \/Er£ approximately fi:"ty points wherE it mi(lht 

apply. I!t believed thot no one \las so well qualified as 

Jean ·.onnEt to bandlc this mattEr and he would send ·~onnct 

a pErsonal t el eernm today asking him to return to Paris 

from He;, York for a few days to discuss the matter anc\ to 

return i mmEdiatEly to America. 

Do.ladicr addtd that on t.tonnEt •s arrival in Paris he 

would Y~ish to have a discussion \'lith MonnE t and myo elf . 

If you havE any ideas thct you t hink I ought to havE ~ 

in I, I 
t. 
(I) 
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2- #552, Fron Paris , War. 23, Sp. m. 

in mind ~ur1nn such a discussion, you might trunsmit thEm 
t hE 

to Q£ by letter in/ oonr1d~t1~pouch immediately. Don ' t 

send c your viEws unless you think I need them. If you 

could ivc _:c some personal indic:ttion !'or my infornw.tion 

but not r. etition as to the cirection in which my 

ceosr hy is ~ron~ I should be obl16Ed. To be of usc , 

this 1.oul d hove to rcoch me by the firs t pouch. 

BULLITT 

l7L 



JR 
Thi s tElEgram must be 
closEly paraphrasEd bE­
forE bEing communicatEd 
to anyonE. (D) 

Secretary of State, 

Washington. 

565, March 25, 1 p. m. 

Paris 

Dated Mar ch 25, 1939 

Rtc 1d 12 :20 p. m. 

'iii IT AND PEr.SO:lAL FOR 'l'HE SEC RETARY . -I had a long tl'lk with Otto or H3p~burg l ast night . 

HE ls surpris!ngly intelligent and has Extraordinary 

sources of information in Austria and GErmany vthi ch i t 

would ot indi scrEE t for mE to dtscri bt. 

HE statEd to mE with accompanying dEtails which 

carri ed compl Et E convi ction as to thE accuracy of thE 

report t hE followi n.; : On e1 thEr thE nint h or t mth of 

hlarch , he had forgotten which, Hi tlEr at BErchttsgndtn 

statEd to thrEE lEaders of the National Sociali st movEmEnt 

i n Austria that hE r•ould sEiZE CzEchoslovakia on thE 

fourtE enth of •lr.rch; thnt hE would takE control of all thE 

rEst Central and EastErn Europe thi s summEr; that in 1940 

hE would wipE FrancE and thE Frtnch racE f r om the map and 

would rEdUCE GrEat Bri tain to sErfdom. In thE yEar 1941 , 

using all thE rtsourcts or EuropE, hr v1ould conquEr thE 

UnitEd Statts by a joint nthck with Jnpnn on North and 

South Amtricn. 

As 



- 2- #565, !larch 25, 1 p. m., from Paris , 

As I hcvc inaicatcd above I believe Hi t ler sa i d 

this , 

In vi cw of the spEEd wi t h which r csis tanc E to Hitler 

is collapsi ng in Central and Eastern Europe I am no t sure 

thnt he <till have to ucit unti l next y c11r to rnokc his 

attempt to vtipe out Fro.nce , and reduce England to 

vo. s oalngc, 

His recent atl cr1pt to noquir c r.ir b·.ses in I celnnd 

i s ~onsidcrcd Ly th. French to havr been a step on his 

wo..v tow•1rd the Uni tccl Stntea , 

BULL!':'':' 

HPD 



Dear Ur . President : 

F.';:. r.. p;: _ 
B~~"'l/L 

Paris , April 3 , 1939 . 

If you sa\·1 the J..pril 8 , 1939, issue of the 

S,.TURDJ..Y EV»>L"U POST and reed the article entitled , 

" The Gre~:.t Vlorld Money Ploy"; sub- titled "The Story 

or Renny Penny e t the Treaaury••, by J oseph Alsop 

end Robert Kintner, you doubtless were as shocked as I 

am. 

The facts in this ortiole ere absol utely accurate , 

although p r esented in the form of a farce molo-

dreliUI . 

These 

The Honorable 

Franklin Del& no Roofluvel t , 

President or thtt Unit ed States or /..merico, 

Tho White lloueo . 
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These facts could be known only to tbe Secretary 

of the Treasury, and the internal evidence i s suffic ient 

pr oof that t hey were supplied to Alsop end Kintner either 

by Henry or one of his subordinates acting under his 

o rd er s . 

Incid entally , befor e I left \'lashi ng ton l e.<;t January, 

Hem·y told me thet lle i ntended to suppl y f e.c ts to Alsop 

and Kintner f or an article on himself to appear in the 

SATURDAY EVLNTifG POST , end added thct t hey had agreed 

to l et him correct and appr ove the article before pub­

lication . 

The article contains accurate r epor ts of discussions 

and highl y confidential col!Ununi cat ions between the Govern­

ment of t he United St a t es and the Gover nment s of Greet 

Brita in end France . It cont a ins f i gures drawn from con­

fident i al t elegrams in confidential codes or t he ne9artment 

of State . It contalna 1:1tat ements by and about Enel i shmen , 

Frenchmen , Germann and Dutchmen of t he sor t t hat t he 

Department of Stat e i s careful to eliminat e froc any 

publicetiono made by t he Department even aft er fift~en 

years , end even after the consent of the Government con­

cerned has been obtained for the publicati on or records . 

One 
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One of the most shockine of these stat ements is 

to be found on page 82 , under the title of AUCU3T 19 : 

"Ca riguel disclosed that by eleven /' . . LL , two million 

dollnt·s in SOld hod been loat to New York alone ." As 

you know, and as the Secretary of the Treasury knows , 

Cnriguel has no right whatever to make such statements 

to Cochrc n . But Cariguel has trusted Cochra n for years 

and tells him the t ruth. If the SATURDAY :b:VE!IINC POST 

containing this statemen t comes to the attention of the 

Fre nch Covernment, Cariguel unquestionably will be dis ­

missed from his pos t at the Bonque de France . 

/unong tile fac t s cont ained in the article is the 

statement, "Morgenthau wired Cochran: ' Pl ease inform 

Finance Minister Auriol thnt you have been instructed 

by your Cove:·nment to inform him that we would prefer 

that dr aft document be pr esented sir:lultlil\eously . '" 

This order to Cochran , published in the SATURDAY 

E.VElii!NG POS'l' on page 86 of the April 8 , 1939 issue, is 

token verbatim from telegram No . 33?, September 4 , ? P . M. , 

1936 , to t his llission in B-1 confidential code which i a 

used fo r tlle confidential oonununicat. i ons of our miss ion~ 

all over the world . 

On 
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On thA lOth or June , 1933 , you signed H.R. 4220 , 
"~<ACT For The Pr otection Of Government Records", ~nich 
r eads us follows : 

"That whoever, by virtue of his empl oYI'!ent. by the United States , shall obtein from another or shell have custody of or access to , or shell have h~d custody of or access to, eny offici al dipl omntic code or any mutter prepr~ed in any such code , or which purports to hevo been prepared 1n ony such code, and shall willfully, without authorization or compet ent authority, publis h or furnish t o another any such code or nntter, •••.••. • •.••..••.. shell be fined not ~re than ~10 ,000 or imprisoned not more t hen ten years ,or bot h." 

The public etion or the telegr= quoted ebov e alone 
entit les the Secretary or the Treasury to be fined no t 
more then ten thou nand del la r a or impri soned not more tloen 
t a n years , or both. 

Without question eny Brit ish Chancellor of the Ex­
chequer or any French Minister of Finance v•ho had ac t ed 
i n this manner ~~uld be dismissed froo hio post at once 
and pr osecuted criminally under official secr ets acts . 

Cochran said t o oe t oday that he feels hi s usefulness 
not only in Paris but 1n ever y country in Euro pe has been 
destroyed by tho publication of t h is article . 

The ~erican Government ha s been made conteoptible , 
end the careers of a lerae number of honorable men who 

were 
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were so reckless as to hav" confidence in tho American 

Secretary of the •rre::.sury have been placed in .1 eopardy. 

I hope thrt the Republicons will be dumb enough 

not to d~mond a Congressinnal inve~tigQtioo of this metter 

which would conpel you to ord~r Henry ' s pr osecution by 

the :.ttorney General . 

I feel that in the interes t of discipline in the 

Goverru~ent service , you will hove to toke action . 

Apologies . 

You r s affect ionately , 

Wi lliam c . Bullitt . 



~. l 

.. 
I 

Aprll 4, 1939 . 

l!E!.!ORAl!DUJ.l FOR TH£ PRESIDENT. 

I n telegral!l t:o . 630, dated Ap rll 4th, 5 p .o ., 

and received by t he Departcent of St ate marked "Personal 

and Secret for the President •, Ambassado r Bullitt ~tated 

that he had lunched on April fourth with Ueesr s . Uonnet, 

Reynaud and Daladier and t hat they talked over the matter 

of X. Ambassador Bullitt stated thAt t he conversation 

was serious and satisf actory and t hat it was decided to 

let the complete quest i on rest ~l t~ the Pres i dent' s 

l rnaginatlon. He concluded by addtn~ that the President 

~uld have a visitor knockinG at t he door after hla 

return to Washington. 



Personal and Paris, Apri l 4 , 1939 . 

Dear Mr . President: 

I lunched today with Daladie r, Paul Reynaud and 

Jean Uonoet . Daledier and Reynaud related whet t hey 

had said to me about the French debt , and ell four of 

us t hen discussed every aspect of the question . 

Deledier said that, since he he. d the power to 

govern by decree , he could do a nything he pleased about 

the debt , and stated t hat he did not care how many 

islands it might be necessary to turn over to the United 

States if only the question could be settled . 

Reynsud ,on the other hand , pointed out that , at 

a moment when Daladier h&d r e iterat ed his determination 

not to give up one inch of French soil t o Italy or 

any o t her country , it would be a bit incons istent to 

hand over French territory to the United States and 

suggested t hat if we wanted some islands they might be 

g iven 

The Honorable 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt , 

President of the United States of America , 

The White House. 
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given to us on the basis or a 99- year concession 

without transfer of sovereignty or a perpetual lease 

of bases or some othe r legal formula . Daladier seemed 

untroubled by this ex·gument . 

The upsho t of the discuss i on wa s t his : Two pro­

posals were approved : 

The firs t, that the French Gove1~ment should pay 

a t once to tbe Government of tbe United States either 

ten or fifteen percent of the gold r eser ve of the Banque 

de France -- ( the figure of ten billion fr£JlcS was sug­

gested by Reynaud) - - as a gesture of good will , with the 

explanation that France , now that there was some improve­

ment in the French financial position, desired to recog­

nize i n this concrete form tbe obligation of France to 

pay i ts debt to the Government of the Uni ted States . 

It was clearly understood that this proposal c ould 

not relieve France from the operation of the Johnson Act . 

It was b!'.lie ved , however, tll.a t such a payment might r e ­

mo ve soreness in ~erica caused by the default, 

The second proposal was tLat an attempt should be 

made thrOugh a payment of t en billion francs plus ~ 

repr esenting en unspec i fied numbe r of unspecif i ed is lands , 

which might be useful t o the United Stattls as ooval or 

airplane bases , to settle the entire ~uestion of the debt . 

Monnet 
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Monnet expreased the opi ni on that even if the 

Johnson Act end the Neutr a lity Act should be r epealed, 

i t would be impossible for either the French or British 

Gov ernments at the present time to float large loans i n 

the open market in the United States . Reynaud replied 

that he bel ieved it would be possible f or tne French 

Gov ernment to obt ain very considerable long- term credits 

f r om the large banks in New York . He stated that Vlinthrop 

Aldrich had told him a few days ago that tne Chase National 

Bank would be prepared to extend cr edits i n very l a r ge 

amounts , if not forb i dden by the Johnson Act . 

Monne t !l.nd I po in t ed out that decision as to the 

adv isability or inadvisability of either proposal mus t 

r est wi th you , beceus" you alone could know what effect 

eit ner proposal would have on Amer i can public opinion 

end on the Congress . 

Finally , it was decided that you and you al one could 

decide which proposal , if either , mi~ht or might not be 

desir abl e . 

I said and rape a ted that, even though you might con­

sider one of these proposals desirable , you would wish t o 

be extremely careful about t be timing of any sucn proposal. 

Publ ic 
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Public opinion in the United States at the monent was 

so aroused , emotional , and at once sympathetic and sus­

pi c i ous, thnt a proposal v.ttich might not be acceptable 

one week might be acceptable the next week . 

It v.'lls finally agreed that Monnet should l'e turn to 

the United States i n the near future , carrying a personal 

lett er from Daladier t o you empowering him to negotiat e. 

It was understood t hat if you and he should work out a 

proposal that seemed satisfactor y, the French Government 

would agree to meke such e proposal at such mol'lent as 

you might i nd icate. 

Both Daledier end Paul Reynaud e re convinced that 

Germany wi l l precipitate general war in Europe before 

the 15th of May. (I th ink this is possible but by no 

means certa in .) They a r e, therefor e , mos t anxi ous to 

act quickly . They both said that t hey wished I woul d 

return to t he United St ates wit h Manna t to try to v.Qrk 

out the matter. I replied that I did not see how I could 

leave Paris at the present time. Both Daladier and Reynaud 

insisted, saying that I understood the French point of 

view completely end that it would be worthwh i le for me to 

go home for a short time to work out t his ques t ion . 

Monnet 's 
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Monnet ' s fathe r has just had e stroke of apoplexy 

and Monnet left Paris this after noon to spend two or 

three days in Cognac . He promi sed Daladier to see him 

the moment he r e turned to Par i s . 

I anticipate , therefore , the following development. 

llonnet will arrive in Washingt on soon after your r eturn 

from Warm Springs a rmed with a letter from Paladier . 

I hope that you wUl heve nim come ov er to the White House 

some evening alone . It makes no difference whether you 

invit e him to come for d i nne r or afte r dinner, because 

he is one person who has no false pride . 

You will f i nd him, a s usual, utterl y honest - minded 

snd utterly d i scr eet . I think you ought to see him alone 

and explore all the possibilities , knowi ng that you can 

talk with h i m as indiscreetly as you like, and that there 

will be no indiscretions . If you can work out something 

with h im, he ought to write Daladi er exactly whet you 

think should be done , and if Daladier agrees, the formal 

proposa l should be made to me here . Then you shoul d pick 

your moment . Don ' t have Henry the Morgue i n on your 

first conversat ion. The SATURDAY EVENING POST article 

of April 8, 1939, has mede everyone believe that e ve n 

the most confidential conununicatione with Henry will be 

published by him. 

Reynaud , 
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Reynaud , tov.e.rd the close of our conversation , 
brought up the point tbot the French Government bed 
agreed to moke a settlement with the British r~vernmont 
on all fours with any settlement of its debt to the 
Gover~~ent of the United States . He added that he was 
confident that the British Government 'M:>uld waive t his 
right , if the Fr ench r~vernment should ask to have it 
waived. It was agreed that nothing should be enid to 
tt>e British Covernaent about the proposed negotiation 
With you unless and until you and Monnet should have 
reached agreenent as to the desirable procedure. 

Both Oeladier ond Paul Reynaud ere genuinely en­
thusiastic about thtl idee . Just to test them out , I 
threw e bit of cold 11ater, end Monnet poured a lot more . 
They were unquenched . 

Congress migb~ be willing to ecoept e debt set t lement 
on the " ?lus X" bnsis , if you coul d present it personally 
to the chief leaders as a greet piece of business : i . e . 
befor e the cataclysm, you hfld been Able to hornswaggle 
sonethL"lg of reel velue ~o the United Ste~os out of 
France in exchange tor debts obout to beoone worthless. 

Monnet 
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t!onnet understands so •·•ell both Amerie&n end 

French opinion thnt I feel I could not be of much 

use during your discussions with h~. However , I 

heve no ob 1eotions to hopping the YANKEE CLil'PER 

if you went me . 

Love and good luck. 

Yours affectionately , 

J :t ~0 Ji:i\ 
W1L C. Bull1tt. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

lVarm Springs , na. , 
April 4, 1939 . 

UEUORANDUll FOR 

AMBASSADOR BULLITT 

Will you look into this 

and let me know? 

F. D. R. 



Dear ILl- . l'rea1dentl 

• " 

aetore repl ~lnr t o t he let ter !ro~ Counteaa 
Ci11<uunt 1 , vh 1eh I l'&t•n•n t." t'«'" \ U . , 1 ventur ., t tl 
ou~•e~t th.t 1 t lill f"ht l •o J'l'lldent to 1<t1k lllll 
Bull lt t ~o ch eelr '" "" "rr 11enl1 ty tl n'l Lff111 1.' ~1:me. 
I haYo, t herefore, .. ade ., oopy ot l~ttr l et t•r t o 
you en d lf and "1hf'n a P~Ur r~>oto"Y ""''"fr 11' r~rth­
co=1n~ rro~ Bi ll llull i tt I Jhal l eub=1t ror your 
Dnrr o vel £ 6ratt enP~Pr . 

'nnlorvr e~ : 
Let ter from 

Cour. tePr Oi e.uea."'tl . 

The b 1tr House . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 10 , 1939. 

J.fl:l.(OOANDU!.l FOR 

AILBASSADOR BULLITT 

1 . D. R. 

Newspaper cl i pping headed HITLER 
EUBASSY IN FRANCE LEADS ATTACKS 
ON U. S, 

' ,, .}+ 
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REB 

This tclcgrrun must be 
close ly paraphrased be­
fore be ins co'"'~un1co ted 
to anyone . (D) 

Secre t:~ry of St~tc, 

Waah inaton , 

PARIS 

Dated April 10, 1939 

Rec ' d 7 p . m, 

633 , April 10 , 7 P • m. ( SECTION ONE) 

Pt:ISO!.AL 1 •• D s':'RICTLY O?"RT s w , e FOR Tr!E PRESIDE.;T 

;,;;n T t: SEC. :ETI.RY. 

~ thi:J · .o::.cnt word a no matter bo.v \113£ have :msll 

effect on Hitler and Musoolini . 'r:'1cy arc otill scnoitivc 

to acto . r realize fully that public opinion in the 

United States is not yr. t acutely aware of the ul tirnatc 

menace to the American continents invol ved in the present 

activi~iEs o: Gcrnany, Italy nod Japan . I venture to 

s u.:;ge:J t for JOUr consideration nrvrrt:hElES!l the following 

unlc so thi s -- with the full rcnl1zation that at thio 

distance I cannot j udgc whc thcr or not they Ill'£ l'lithin 

the realm or political poosib111ty : 

One . T t r ust thllt you w,ll put i nto effccb imme­

diately the r£asurc dcaicned to prevent all ~o.yments to 

I~aly 1/hic'\ liE diocusacd in draf• form when last I wo.o 

in Wo.onin.;;ton. 

Two. 
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2- #693, :?r om Pnr1s , Apr . l0, 7p. c . 
( St c • Or.E ) 

~vo~ I b EliEVE t hat in oonoidtrin~ the quEstion 

or th e dc£e:1sE or the United States and the :1mcr icas 

it would be extremely unwise to Eliminate rrom con:~ iC:ers­

tion the possibility that Germany, Italy, a nd Japan may 

~in a con~orativcly spEedy victory over France and 

England . Under &h03E c ircumatanct:J the British and 

French rlEEta ml.~ht fall into the hnncls or our cncm1co . 

If ir vitrl of tl' is po:~sibility you .. rc thir.ki nc or o nking 

Con~tS3 to incrcssc either the 0~7 or ohc navy, or both, 

I btlicvc t:1ot ::uoh a rcqucst st this moncnt would hoVE 

on i l".mediatE ch illinc effEc t on HitlEr and Mussol1n1. 

NPL 

El£8 

(Ei!D SECTIO!I OliE) 

I:JJLLITT 
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REB 

This t ElEg r am must bE 
closEly paraphrasEd bE­
for£ bEing communicatEd 
to anyone , (D) 

SEcrEtal'Y of Sh.tE , 

Washington. 

PARIS 

DatEd Apri l 10 , 1939 

R£c ' d 6:55p . m. 

6:)3 , ~pril 1 0 , 7 p , m, (SECTION TWO) 

ThrEE . I am Ent irEly uninformEd as to your stratE: ic 

plans .i:Ol' our flEEt but I vEnture 1;o Su.'j£lESt that if thE 

flEEt a:.ould bE s Ent now EithEr to ,ronolulu or thE 

Phili p_;> il1E s thE JapanESE would not da rE to sEnd an 

EXpEdition aGainst SingaporE . 

Four. ThE illflUEl1CE Of thE UnitEd StatES in Bul~aria 

is I b EliEVE still strong. I bEliEVE it mieht bE most 

important if you should ins true t A tl\E rton to s a y to thE 

Bulgarian GovErnmEnt , and kEEp on saying, that I'I E, as 

f riErds of thE Bulgarian pEoplE , hop E that thE Bulgarian 

GovErnmEnt will not again choosE thE sidE of Early 

vi ctoriEs and ultimatE dEfEat in a ~rEat intErnational 

conflict . 

FivE . I bEliEVE thE Br itish a rE dic;ging thEi r own 

gravE by rEfusing to introducE conscription and by con­

tinuin:,; to count on thE aood faith of liussolini , If you 

agrEE 



REB 

2-//6~3 , From Par1s , Apr1 , 10, 7p . m. 
(Sec, Two) 

agrtE wlth this opinion I think 1t mit;ht be most hElpful 

if you ::hould ask thE British A:l!bassador in Vlnshington 

why thE Brltish GovernmEnt has not introduced con­

scriptio:-: and why it has not sent ships to Corfu. 

(END 0? l:ESSAGE) 

3tf::.LITT 

NPL 
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THE WH ITE HS!>USI!: 
WASH INGTON 

o9811P!Bfii!Jnle April 11, 1939. 

li•Jmorandum For the President . 

The Na-ry aDd War llep&rtmenta have been l'llrnished 
with a copy of the attached c onfi dential inforaation 
res&J-di!li the French MU I taU&n Navies . 

The original is returned bere~itb for your filea . 



Paris, Maroh 23, 1939. 

Dear tlr. President: 

You asked me tor some dope on the relative 

strengths or the French and Italian Navies. I 

have bad our naval boys 1n the office do some 

work on this subject. I had hoped that I could 

get something that would be more valuable and 

therefore have held up sending you this report, 

but nothing else seems to be forthcoming. 

Good luck and every good wish. 

Enclosure 

Report . 

J)',l\ 

The Honorable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

President of the United States or America , 

Washington , D. C. 



AMERICAN EMBASSY 
OP'P'IC& OP' fH& N AVAL A TTACHt 

a. A V&NUR OA81t11EL 

"ARIS 

Ca.IP--RISQI OJ FORCES 

In ba~~loshipa, ~he r renoh have an advsntage ot 8 to 6 in numbera 

With :5 new and 5 old ships, u o.g81nst tho Italian 2 now and 4 old, However, 

becaus e ot the recent complete moderni zation ot tbe ol d Italian shipa, the 4 

old ahips are more than a ma tcb tor the !I old Frencb sh ipe. In comperat ive 

atrength as ot say !Jarcb 1939, the Italian a, in battleahip pc...,r, bave aD 

ad ventage ot 7 to 6. Bacauae ot tbe ~eter apeed ot c:>nnructiou, tbe Italian 

advantage will increa .. until 1942 when it will swing to the aide or tbe French. 

In baa? cru1sera, and Usht cruisers, the fleets are practically 

equal in numbers but be re a gUn the Ital1an.a, elightly interior in !leary cruisers, 

are slightly auper ior, because ot newness ot ships, in light cruisere. The 

combinad compar ison proportion , however, is j ust about equal. 

The French have t hirty-two leadore and t hirt y-tour deetroyera, a 

total i n tt.e two claasoa ot 66, 8j!ltinat which the Italians poeee u 6:5 large 

daatro:yere . The ratio he re oleo 1a practically e qual ae the ouperior niiDbers 

and tOilME;e ot the l'rlnch are offaot by the youll8"r ega or the Italian veasala. 

In aul:marines the Iteliena are detinitaly superior, both i n DUIIbers 

- 90 t o 78 - and in tonnage, adequate tor work in and a round the l.laditerranoan. 

In toruedo vessela, tbe <'r'ench oppose 12 torpedo boata and 22 

new eacorteura agei ns t 32 now Italian torpedo Cl'8tt, and here, too, t ha Italians, 

in api t a ot fewer numbers, in tonnage and speed are el1ghtly oupor1or. 

1 
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Both torces have one atrcrett tende r , and i n addi Uon the French 

lulve ot>S carrier. A. a counterpolee, the Italle.ns have ~:I coastal motor boa to 

against t he French 15. 

AuXiliary ve aaea are about e qual i n numbe r , prectically or equal 

m.Uit&ry n l ue and conse quently are not included on e Hbar elcle. 

As a allmlll8. ry , 1t the t"o t 1Seta me t , vessel to vosnel , with no 

other c onaideretiona being taken int o a ccount , t he Italians as a whole can bo 

considered superior t o the e:rtent of about 19 to 15. 'l'hla 1s becauae or the 

auperior condi tlon ot Italian bottleahipa &11d because or numbera and condition 

ot ba r subnarinee, wi th othO r forces about e qua L Howner, Fleets a nd wars 

are 110t won with Jus t t hose conaiderat i on.e , but other po1nte - ccmnunica tlons , 

econcmics, baau, a via tlon , m.Uitary strength and will t o right - muet also 

be ovel ua ted, a a well a a tbt l'lllterial condition or t he ahipo . I tali&n artillery 

boa alwa ys bee n cone i dere d poor as CCIII}) red wi t h the French. I t -.sa interior 

t o the French i n the 'l"orld 'f;'ar , Md in tbe ca=ent co11cerning tha •. ar in Spain, 

it bas alt;$ya been declared that Italian guna we re excellent , but t heir control 

very poor, and that ·- condition is belie ve d t o be true a a regards the Navy . 

From personal obearvation , corrcboreted by tbt British Na va l Attacbtl, tbe 

Frenc h nea t i a in better condition now t hen U """ even in the World Tar. 

In tbet contl1ot , both Br1t1eh &nd "merican naval paraormU regarded the 

French as good enough, ~hen t hey did go t o oea, but sa haTing a atrona dislike 

at;t1na t being r olled around by the •avea, docl«ing a ny going t o so a unleaa it 

...... absolute ly re quired. 

The atreogth or a Fleet is not moueured i n &hips Slone , but 

i n the canbi Mtion or eblpa end beaoa. 'l'bo French baeu a t Toulon, Oren , 

Alger and Bi zerte are admirably eituated to eupport tbe Yrencb Fleet in tbe 
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l':ee tern l.ltditlrl'11nean. T»y ere raced by ~be Italian buoa at Spuia , 

liaplea , l:.oalina, l~llnell1r1a and Uld.S.lell.l. Tbe pcaaeu1011 or ~~ ... pclnta 

artactuelly oloeea ~be eutero !lsdi~e1TenelUI to the French 1n case or war . 

!lowever, the eanero h!edi terrnn<~o.n, wh1lo dleirable, 111 not vi tal to France . 

ltllil\11 pc...,r i n the !..!!: is about forty peroen~ areetar ~han 

~be~ or the !french, a nd by opera~lna fran baeea In the Italian ?anineula 

and r erdioa, atr threats end a~tacks ceo be made egainet Pre ncb communications 

t o Africa, ae well as on eoutbern French 01 Uee end porta. However, ~hie 

would be no Spaniab war en4 quick repriaall a~na~ Italian e1t1ea in ~be 

Po Valley, and even R<>lle, would be readily envisaged. 

In a war between tha t wo power I, France by he r meatery or the 

t"es tarn lledi~errane.n <>4n erteetively b lockade hal)' troa any aecau ~o ~he 

AtlanUc, an4 dlprhe har ot many suppUea needed to wege a conn tot. To 

cite bu~ one example, in such a cese where could Italy get the neceseery 

e:nounta or oil and gaaollne. No~ rrcc Syria, nor frao Rue ala; sane perhapa 

traa ROUl:lallle, but euo, Germany is not going to iopc.,.rieb berselt en4 reduce 

her own suppliaa even to help an all y . In other worde , France can etranale 

Italy, with equal toreee , whereas canplllte Italian mae tory or the '""~ern 

llediterrallllan would, &ltbougb an annoyance, by no aeana be rttal tor France 

wHh bar Atlantic rou~ea ~o Atrlea and ~he pou1b1lit1u or baina supplied 

t hrough the Atlantic . 

Italy'• 4ertciency in raw materiale 1e well known . The dcr.18aUc 

pro4uct1on or iron only ccounta to 2~ ot bar total con11111ptlon or tron and 

eteel. (The coneumption or iron and steel would, or couree, be ~uch greater 

Jn wer time). '!'bay are try ina to r«ise the percentage to about ~~ by a 

~ 
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greater use or pyrl te ash , by the ut ilization or low grnde iron carbonate deposito, 

throuf!h t he roeating process, and by the treatment or ancient iron slag deposits . 

Tbe coal produced tn Italy i s only about 8% or the country' s 

t ota l requirements , and au coking cod wbicb i s indispensibl• tor the s t eel 

i ndust ry must be inporte d. Domestic coal he s a h1'5h sulphur and ash content 

a nd electric power, whore plants may be vulnerabl e in >rnr til!le, is being 

substituted wherever possible . 

Domestic crude oil production in Itely , i ncluding some f ran Albania, 

amount ed t o only 4% or t he country's requirements 1n 1938 . As for coJiper, 

Itely produoes lese t han 4~ of he r t otal neada . One t hird ot her lead canes from 

foreign sources . 

It is doubted that the a bove defi ciencies could can.e f rom Ger many 

a s Gennany i s now deficient in iron, oil and copper . Germany met about 38\11 or 

her oil requirements i n 1938 trom doll>! a tic s ources , e nd t hey hope to bring it 

up to 50\1>. Tbe final production cos t or gas oline is roughly four t ires t he 

world m r l<lat price . 

Germany producse l4% or her COpPer , meinly f r QII the :Je.nstie ld copper 

district; abe hopes to rai se t h is to 2~ by 1940. The cos t i a far a bove the 

world pri ce , Aluminium, magnesium and othe r light metal alloys are eubstituted 

who rever posSible . 

Be tore the war, when Lorraine wa s part or Germany , 921' of German 

r e quirement s tor ioon ore ~~re obt a ined fran damRatic sources . By inteneive 

developnent or low grade depos1 t s , ebe now produces about one-thir d ot her 

requirements ; she hopes to bring thie up to 50~ in 1940. 

So rtta l ia Germany's depe ndence on tbe ores fran Nort hern end 

Centl'el Sweden that control ot these de posits Will becQII8 a problem in time or war. 
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The above does not take into account abrut l2 other acute 

deticlencia a in important minerals, or i n rooda tutro, ate. 

Italy woul d there rare han to obtain iron ore and other detlcianci .. 

#...,.. Spain or the Eeatom L.oditerrenoan cruntriea, to ausnent the - .11 

amount Carmany could spare her. 

Howenr, we,.. Ita ly to utabl1ah her .. lr in beau in Spain , tben 

the French pooit1on would boccme much more "riruo, ae the At lantic trede 

r outes or Yrenca could be thranteoed and attacked by plane and ouboar lna. 

Italian beeea i n Spain would render !'ranee' a African cO!'DWlicationa tota lly 

insecure, and would be oven a gre•a threat t o French Atlantic linea. 

Such a situa tion wou ld be absolutely untenabla tor tlle f rench, end ouch 

beau woulcl hove to l'oe eleaoed up before any o t her oparet1on a coulcl be 

unde rtaken . 

The worst tbiQ6 that coulcl happen tra:o tbe Italian Yiawpoint 

would be tor the French Fleet to withdr aw to the West e rn l.ieditarranean. when 

im:lldiote ly tho proee aa or a trell6Ula tion would etart. "" the Italians 

thenaelYes ""Y, they mut t break out into the At lantic , ancl ao t hey would be 

forced t o see k out the ~'rench Fl ee t and give battle at a re l atively l ona 

ella tanca 1'ral I tali an beoea While at a corroeponclingly ahorta r number or 

mHo a rrcm t ha French beau or Oren a nd Bizarte • 

An Italian attack in Atriea a{;"inet Tuniaie. or Al.ge ria can be 

clucounted, •• it woulcl blya no e troct 011 tha ultl.mato outcatl8 of t he war. 

The deciain t heater or ope ratione will be, undoubtedl y, oe it Me eo often 

before, the plelna ot the Po Valle y end !lorthern ltel7. The rtctor t here can 
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roarrell8• hia African oU\tus aa be I!IAY d.,.lre . 

Although the numbers or aulaarlnu thet m&y be ..-ployo4 are 

conal4ereble, 1aproY04 me thod& or wbmarlne 4etectiOD ( Uatonlll8 gear) aa 

,.;ell rs 1noreaaed n1rplAne surveillance, w111 l'II'Unpsr un~raua orart . 

t!lnlng , excopt closely orr porta, tor defensive purpoau , cannot be reoorted 

to boceuao or the reloUvo great c!optba or t~o ll<>c!ltorraDiton. 

In concluolon, With no Ita lien baseo 1n Spain, tht French 

!'leot by Ylrtuo or pool tlon eon riRht t he potentially atronge r Italian 

ll'leot In the Ilea tern ..,c!Herranean, with the adventsgo i n tnor or tho !lrench. 

a th Itallan boaeo In Spain , the • ranch pooltion becacoa lnoreealngly 

dan<~roua and cay reoult 1n the toaporery wlthdra...,l or the l'reneb l.'leot 

rrc. tho 4d1torraneen until Spain 1a clea red up. 

6 
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AAVY 

(iiU'iel!) 

Battleohipo Ccaplo t.d Amamont Speed Tonnage 

4 RICKELI!tl 1939 8 - 1:1" 30 • :15 , 000 
1940 

2-19U 

2 Dll!IHE~UE 19ila 8 - l:l" 31. :1 26 ,!500 
1939 

3 BRSTAG:f! 191:! 10 - 13.4• 20 22 , 000 

2 COUR:lE'l' 1911-12 12 - 12• 20 22 , 000 

Total 1939 - 3 new • :1 old • 3 building . 

Cerrier.s 

l ~.Rl 1927 40 plenea 21 . :1 22 , 000 
Total - l ~ 1 building (Will not be C<:l'lple ted until 1941). 

Heavy Cruisers 

1 AIJJERi l! 1934 8- s• 33 10, 000 

7 TCIURVI:LLE 1928-1932 8- 8" 33-36 10 ,000 

Total - 8 none building. 

U!l!!t Cl'ui&ere 

6 La G!lllsson.~lere 1936-:17 9- r.• 3~36 7600 

l l!ld1e Bertin 1934. 9 - 6• 37 5900 
200 mioea 

l l eanne d ' Are 1931 8 - 6.1• 27 6!500 

3 Primouguot 1926 8 - 6 . 1" 33 7800 

l Pluton (mJ.neo) 1931 4 - 5. 5 30 4800 
290 mloeo 

Total - 12 - none building, 
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•~n\"Y 
(J'RA.'lCI!) 

DeatrOj"ttr-Leadera CCOiplot~d 1.-nt Speed Tonnefiit 

2 Moe<~4nr 19;)8 B - 5 . 5" ;)8 2884 

6 Fantasquo l933-34 5 - 5. 5" 37 2569 

6 caasard 1933-M !! - 5. 5" 39-42 2441 

6 Aigle 1932·33 5 - 5. 5" ;)8-40 2400 

6 cu&rard 193C)..33 5 - 5 . 5"' 38-40 2436 

6 Jogue.r 1926- 27 5 - 5 . 1" 34-Jr. 2126 

Tot.e1 - 32 - :lone bu1ldiog 

Deatrovere 

B Lo Rord1 1939-40 6 - 5 . 1" 37- 38 1772 

26 Adroit 1926-29 ~ - 5.1"' 34 1378 

Total - 26, p1uo B bu1lding (Will be fini shed 1939-40) 

Torpedo Boe to 

12 PQJlono 1936-38 2 - 3 .9• 3!! 610 

Sulllar 1no o 

5 J.:o1llot 1936-39 9 - 21 , ?" Torpe 23/10 1605/2100 

1 Sureout 1934 2 - s· guno 
22 - 21 . 1 .. Torpa 17/10 2900/4:l00 

30 Rodouteb1e 1928-37 11- 21. 7" Torpo 17/10 1300/2000 

9 lltquin 1926-27 16 - 21, 7" Torpo 16/10 1000/1400 

22 Dione 1930- 38 8 - 21.?" Torpa 14/9 5?1/809 

U S h-6e 1920-27 7 - 21.7" Torpo H/7 :140/760 

TotOl - 78 . 

Subml!rirute - J.Une -I.ayins 

6 Sopbi r 1928-35 6 Torpedoes 
32 Uinoa 

12/9 6'10/925 
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(Pl11.NCE) 

Seo2tono Carri er Cao2letod J ~J1rlCJtle n t S peed Tonnof_! 

1 Candt. Teate 1931 12 - 3 . 9• 20 10,000 

!acorteu.ra 

22 ElM 1932 2 - :S. 9" 20 630 

11 J.r%'00 1918 2 - 5 . 5" 20 6« 

Total 22 now . plus 11 old . 

!.uxll!ary .. o..-lo are not included . 



• 
' 

I 
I 
' 

• 
Ni.VY 

(I'l'ALY) 

Ba t~ 1oah1pe Comp l&t od Amwoont ~ Tonnage 

2. RO!!.A 1940- 41 9 - 15" 32 35 ,000 

2 LI'I"'OR!O 1939 9 - 15" 32 35 ,000 

4 cr. voon 1911- 1913 10 - 12. 6• 27 23 ,000 
1937- 1939 re f itt ed 

Total - 2 new plus 4 old, refit t e d pl us 2 build i ng. 

Reevy Cruisers 

3 TRJ!.'NTO 19 29-33 8 - 8 " 35 10 ,000 

4 ZI<RA 1931- 32 8 - 8" 32 10 ,0 00 

Tota l - ? . 

Cruisers a 11f5.1!t 

2 GI\RABA!DI 1937 10 - 6" 36 ?a74 

2 FILIB!!Rl'O 1935- 36 a - 6" 36. 5 7283 

2 Y.C!ITECUECOLI 1935 a - 6" 37 6941 

2 DIAZ 1933 8 - 6" 37 5008 

4 lW.'UE NEllE 1931-32 8 - 6" 3a- 40 0069 

Total - 12 new plus 3 pre-war plus 12 to be eomplo t ad 1942. 

Destr oyers 

12 AVIERl! 1938- 39 • - 4 . 7" 39 1620 

4 ORIA!H 1938 4 - 4 . 7" 39 1729 

4 GRECOLE 193& .. - 4.7" 3a 1449 

a DA!mO 1932 4 - 4. ?" 3a 1220 

12 NAVIGATORI 1931 6 - 4.. 7" 38-42 1628 

8 TtlRBI NE 19 29 4 - 4.7 .. 38 1090 

4 SWRO 1927 4 - 4.7" 37 1058 
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• Nf.V'f 
(I TALY) 

• 
Deettovers (Cont 'd) Callplo ted Annlunont Speed Tonnnge 

4 SELIA 1926 4 - 4 . 7" 36 93~ 

3 L":CNE l9U 8 - 4 . 7" 33 1526 
60 mi noa 

4 CURTATCNE 1923 4 - 4"' 33 966 
10 mines 

Total - 6:1 plus 9 pre -war. 

To~do Boote 

16 PASTENOPE 1938-39 3 - ~ . 9"plue mtnea :l4 679 

16 SPICA 1936-37 ~ - 3 . 9"' • • 34 638 

6 G:!NERALI 1923 3 - 4" plus nine& 30 63~ 

Tota l - 32 new plus 6 old plus 19 pre - we r. 

Sulme.riDBS 

4 CALVI 1935 8 - 21" torpedoes 18/9 1340/ 1900 

4 BULLIIA 1928 6 - 21" • 17/9 1368/1874 

9 !I.ARCELLO 1937- 38 8 - 21" • 17/9 940/14.00 

3 GALVAnl 1938 8 - 21" " 17/9 896/1350 

6 A..'lCE!lEDE 1934-35 8 - 21" • 17/8 880/1200 

6 SQUALO 1930- 31 8 - 21"' • 1 7/9 800/UOO 

4 SA.'ITA ROSA 1930 a - 21• " 1 7/9 815/1078 

8 PISA.'II 1928 6 - 21" " 17/ 9 790/1000 

29 PERIJ. 1937- 38 6 - 21" • U /8 620/853 

12 SIREVA 1933- 34 6 - 21" • 14/8 590/787 

5 ;l.RCJOOAUTUS 1931-32 6 - 21" • 14/8 600/778 

Total - 90 plus 5 pre- war plus 20 build ing end canple ted i n 1941, 
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Su'bma rtaaa 1 lUne- I.4y1ng 

4 POCI< 

2 CARRID:NI 

N<•VT 
(IT.-LY) 

Caa~plo ted 

1937-38 

1929 

Totft1 6 pluo 2 pre-war . 

Seaple.n.e Cett1er 

lvt? 

• 

i\l.'marll!lnt 

6 - 21" J'orJ>Odoe• 
45 mints 

4 - 21" • 
24 mi .... 

20 planes 

Auxiliary •••••lo are not i ncluded. 

~ Ton~taf:! 

16/8 1109/15~ 

H / 8 803/1051 
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AMERIC AN E MBASS Y 
O~,.ICE Of' f H I. NAV A L A TT ACHt 

2 . AVCHUI OA.R I EL 

"ARIS 

9 Februery, 1939. 

l.!emorondw!l tor t he /.Qbessodor: 

lt •• 

Tbll tollaw1ng da til on epeed or 
t i ring or ?rench naval guns, ae contrasted with Nnerican , 1e 
subMitte d: 

The maxi:JI:lr.& speed ot tiring of' guns, l imited by t he •P"*d or 
t he hols t a a .... u oa by regu lations Is, far various guns, as f'ollaws: 

Type or Oun 

(Ouna in Turre t s 
or ce •• ,_tes ) -

12-lnch and above 

6-lnoh 

6-inch 

!). l!-lnch 

(Unprotected guna) 

6-inch 

~ . 0 , !1.1, 3 . 9 Inch 

l!-1nch 

2. 5 ond 1 . 8 i nch 

Shots per l!inute 
French American 

2 

3 

6 

8 

6 

6 

10 

15 

3 to 4 

6 

12 

16- 20 

12 

18- 20 

2!1 

It l'eady boxea a l'8 availa b le a t top end bot~om ot hotat, the 
above speeds or tiring tor non- prot ected guna can be ""'lnta load as 

tollo~-. : 

6, ll. ll , ll. l , 3 . 9 Inch 

3 , 2 . 0, and 1 . 8 inch 

4 mloutaa 

6 • 
30 minutaa 

75 • 

i.f'tar the t time baa e l aps ed, t he rete or fi r ing decreaaoa aa follows: 

6-inch 
5. 5 , !1. 1, 3 . 9 I nch 

3 , 2 . 5, and 1 . 8 Inch 

3 a~ote 

~ . 
6 • 

per ainute 10 a bots per minute 

'" " No change 
• • No chana• 



Paris, April 18 , 1939 . 

Dear Hr . Pr esident : 

I was r eall y del i ght ed t o r eceive those vol umes 

of your Publi c Paper s and Addr esses , and I t hank you 

most hear tily for the inscription. 

I don ' t see how you find tio:e to remember always 

to be ni ce t o the obscur e in the s ticks . Anyhow , you 

do , and I am grateful . 

Yours affectionat ely , 

'.'lilliam C. Bulli tt . 

The Honorable 

Franklin D. Roosevel t , 

President of t he Uni ted St ates of Amer ica , 

'.iashington , D. c . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 19, 1939 . 

!JEioiORAliDUI.! FOR 

THE P. S. 

Will you reply t o Bill 

Bulli tt and say as long ao l.lro . 

Forbes has asked !or it, it 

should be done? 

F . D. R. 



-••..,..-KIM. .... ..-...,_ ~ 
fl.ftl: ICC .. H4111' Of" l"fA'Tt'! 

.... _ .... ,....,..,c 

In reply refer to 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

PR 811 . ~07 New York , 1939/1~51 

A'Pr 11 17, 1939. 

lly dear Vise LeHand: 

I am sending you herewith a paraphrase of a code 
message which Ambassador Sullitt sent to the Secretary 
of State today for delivery to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Enclosure: 
Tel egram. 

Kiss llarguerite A. LeHand, 

Private Secretary to the President, 

Tlle 'llbi te House. 



Paris 

April 17, 1939. 

FOR !.!!SS LE:SJLND. 

Please let me know whether t he Pres i dent wi shes me 
to comply with t he following request : 

I r eceived a call this morning from t he Warquie de 
Pelleport, 23, rue de I nvalids, Paris. He brought with 
him a lett er fro~ Mrs . Dora D. Forbes , the Pres i dent's 

aunt, r equesting that he a rrange immediately to send the 
bronze bust of the President done by hie wife , the ~Quise 

de Pellepor t, to the New York Worl d ' s Fair. I have seen 

the bust and, in my opini on, it is a better likeness of 
Herbert Bayard Swope than of the Presi dent. I n order that 
the bus t may be placed i n t he French Pavilion at the \Vorld 1 s 
Fa ir, t he Karquis bas asked that I ar r ange for its trans­

por tation t o New Yor k. 

SULLITT 
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Paris , l!arch 23 , 1939. 

Dear l.lr . President : 

I send you the enclosed just to prove to you 

that you are present in my office in Paris , even 

though you may think you aren't. 

Love and good luck. 

Enclosure 
Photograph. 

The Honorable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

President of the United states of America, 

Washington , D. C. 
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Per!lonal and 
:t · t. 

Dear Mr . President : 

p ,.. I/ ,f:-

Paris , April 28 , 1939 . 

I 11i sh I could telegraph th i s piece of news to 

you today ; but Leger gave it to me on condition t hat 

it positively should not be sent by telegreph . 
.... 

Gafenco , while pa:Js ing t hrough Poland , came t o 

an under standing with Beck that , in ca~e of an attack 

on Poland by Ger usny , Rumnnia woul d declare war at 

once on t be side of Poland ; and in esse of an attack 

on Rumania by Germany, Poland would declar e war a t 

once on Germany. 

This secret agreeme nt was communi cated or ally 

to Chamberlain and Dsladier by Gafenc~. It has been 

concealed with extr eme care f r on Berlin, tlOd for 

obvious r easons must cont inue to be concealed . 

Daleclier stated to Gafenoo today that it was 

absolutely 

Tbe Honorable 

Franklin Delano Rooseve lt, 

The White House, 

1/ashingt on . 
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absol utel y essenti al , however, that the Rumen ian 

Gover nment shoul d i nform the Turkish Government that 

this agr eement hnd been r eached, so tnrt the Anglo­

Turkish end Franco- Turki sh agreements mi(3ht enter into 

effect at once . 

Gef enco impl ored Dnledier not to say a word about 

t he egr eement t.o the Turks ; but promised that he would 

send e personal emissary t o communicate t he tee t of the 

existence of t his agr eement to Ismet Inonu in Ankore . 

Please hold t his piece of i nformation for your 

most secr e t ear. J us t as soon as it ceases to be so 

ut t er l y secr e t , I will send a t elegram to the Department 

on the subject . 

Your s affect ionat ely, 

jj :\\ 
Wi lli am C . Bullitt . 
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Personal . Per15 , Uay 4, 1939. 

Dear Llr . Pres14em.: 

I know t;hat; you int;orvunecl ottect;lvoly 1n 

London t;hroush Joe Ker.zecly once in tllis M t ttor. 

I tlllnk you will be inuroet.ed , t herefore , 1.!1 

t his letter rro:u 1'/&i zm.onn . 

Ooocl luck . 

Yours a b e ys , 

llilliam C. Bulllt.t . 

Enclosure : 

l Letter . 

The nonoreble 

Frenklln Delcno Roosevelt , 

Pre~ident ot tile Unitocl .>te.tes of .A::oer1ca, 

The White !louse . 



11r ~x~J., wll 11""~ 11=~ 
THI DAHilL IIEFF 

RISIARCH INSTITUTI 

, )• .. JW tv 6 V. r-.\ &•4 •• •• 
aiHOVOTN P.O I 16 ·"'· " ,.., ... ",., 
OAUIITIOII ftLI-1 151 tt•tll tN"W'"f""' 

............... .,.. .,~.,, ., 
nta IICII'fAIY li" "' •lt.Y) 



a. 



,. 

Wbat .U.. tho pollo7 of tho Gounmoat ao utwrl.7 
••nc 1a tho eo.ploto 1gDOraaoo wb1oh 1' botrara ot tho 

nallU• ot no altuaUon 1ll thla .-r• of tbo world. :1Yor7 
- tho l.reb preaa of tho aollbboarlll ooua•n•• n-weala 
the fear ~ -.zo tlaat 1a ab•Hac tho Anb worl4e fte1r 0&17 
!lope 1• tlla' -.. W•Ml'D dMOoreUo powen •r psotoo• tJMa 
•p•ut tbo oa*'-ib' of \ho toM!ltarlu net-•· Mnor 
botoro hu tbo Br1 Uah &lWf M.a ao poJQlar 1ll 111P' •• 1' 
18 thooo U,a. 1D apla tho .frtaola ... , w1 til a IJII!PaUi7 
hola the aaUoaallat avo.lau •oh •• -u lla-wo booD 
laoaa.o1ftblo a ,.ar ..,. Alld at tlaia an ' wbu \ho Arabs 
are ao nltoaur ·topiD4oa' oa Brttt.la holp ud aro ao 
OODaOloua of. U 0 tho BrU1ala Go'WOI'II.a' oMU'Iu OD a pollo:y 
111a1ola od8 fll ozplalaot, 1t at au, - tholr fear 'Ia&' ~o 
.&r&ba woul4 wra aaalllat th• 1D •••• of ar. ror 'hh 
pollOJ the oonruoa• 1a proparo4 to aaorlt1• tho Jna wbo 
oould bo of real holp to th• 1D u llltoraaUoaal oontllo' 
an4 wboao loJ&UJ h bofond &n7 ah..Sow of 4oaU. .u tho 
anolla' LaUD laaa u. 1' h eoaoU•• "clltflnU ao' •o 
wr1to a aat1ro•. 

I aa aorrr to traublo :rau wUh all •111•• bv.t •• 
I kaolr boW llltoruto4 :rau aro 1ll the prolll• I •ru•• ,.ou 
wlU torstw • tor ozpat1aUas • U •' auoh lonc•h. Perlaapa 
JOil .,. flat u poadblo to ••••7 .... of \hh '0 ,.our oo­
·~·· n 1• tbo oal7 ono wb1oh _, -.o1-wabl.7 aUll 
lie ablo to prewU upoa tbo BrlUoh oa.oz ••• to 4oalo' 
fraa a OOUI'IO WlllOia0 I U OOD'W1noo4 MD ODl.7 OM 1Jl 
cU••tor• BUt U would Jaan to be &oao ao•• apeotUr and 
with aon thaa or4la&r7 eapllaala. 

dJ:4 tfhllid~ 
llr. Woallo JUUSU, ~~~ 
'?aa•tor ot *t ftlW ltehe ......... ~ 

7 ? uq etl - 1ra!W .--. et ...-t•. I 
lillde, ...... 



l 

WAR DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF T H E C H IEF 0~ STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D . C. 

J.&y 8 , l~)9 . 

Hel"e'r.i tb h a wc.ortutdur;. f1oOJi 
f!Ilcloa1ne e pertonel end. eonti ueu\.ld l"erort . 
carri ed ou~ \he 1ne \ ruot iona . No one hoe ~e•c 
have reu.d it. an-. at.udie.:! it. Cl;lretully . 

t.he Prooldfllt 
I hove nttturally 
tbta paper. 6Dd I 

1 ~ow Genornl R~quin per 6Qnolly ond t here ia 
11\t..le doubt t.hat hia recurka ~~nd report "ere nry nearly correct. 
about e ight een £ontht~ a.so . Since tben ru.euera bevA 1111proved 
maurtolly cu:~d '1tbJ.r. t.tno1.ber year .. tt.b tur.dt no" aTilileDle I 
believe the d.et1c1enciea t.Ul be •ell o:~o 1.be n y t.o be1nr wir•&d 
out . 

o.ocl . 



9911IBII!IAL 

T H£ WH fT« HOUSI 

WASHINOT ON 

llay 3, 1939. 

KJ:IIOIUIIllUll FOR 

OENERAL CJtU 0 
OEN!RAL IURSHALL 

The enoloaed 1e tor your 

own eye a only. Pleaae read. and 

return. 

1. D. R. 



; 

?ersonel and 
CantU crt J rl. 

Poria, April 18 , 193~ . 

I• fa" week a &flO I asked your old friend ond nino , 
Genercl R6qu1n , who ia ~ow e mo~ber or ~ho Suprame 
\lax- Council , t o g ive :ne hia views on the Anerionn ArrlJt . 
Requin r epl i ed thot he ' 'ould pruter to give mo his 
views in writing. He a:rproued the opinion ~b~~ 1n view 
or world conditione , it might be desirable ~o bx-1ng up 
the Anericun Army t o the figure or five hundred thousend 
men. 

I hove now received o memorcndum froo him whioh 
discusses botb the week potnu or the :itlerlcan /.rcy and 
ne thods or 1ncr~os1ng its peeco-tioe strength . 

You will reneober ~hot it wus R6quin who was sent 
to the Un1~ed States 1n 1~17 to or gani7e the ooopcro~1on 

bet l't'ten 

The Honorable 

rrankl1n Dolano Roosevelt , 

President or the United "ta~eo or .t.nericb, 
The White House. 
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between the Mil itary forces or the United States nnd 
Fr ance . If the opinions ot enyone 1n Frence on our 

Amy ere wor th enythins , his nre. lleedlese to eny , 
no rotorencc should bo node to the source fron which 
this me:\orendua emanate s . 

Yours erteotionstely, 

llillinm C. Bull itt. 



April 13 , 1939 . 

!IOTE 

011 THE UlllTBD STATES ARJ.!Y 

I will describe hereinaf~er : 

The weak poin~s or the United States Army . 

The measures \11\ioh would permit increasing 
its peace tiMe strength to bOO , ooo men and 
a t the same time eliminating these weak points . 

The measures which would permit hastening its 
development i n case o f war. 

I . \'IEAKNESSES . 

1 . Insu!ticiengy of the effeotives . 

Regular Army : 

total effectives : l?B, Ooo men . From this total 

must 'be deduc ted tha t port ion s t ationed overseas , as 

well as that or the Air Corps , that i s , appr oximatel y 

60 , 0 00 men . The remaining llB,OOO men would permi t 

the United States to have on the continent , only 3 

Infantry Divi sions and 1 Cavalry Divisi on , cer tain 

elenents or Which , besides, are incomplete (Infantry 

Regiments or 2 Battalions , Arti l lery Regi ments r educed 

to 1 Croup , and even to 1 Battery) . 

National Guard : 

is composed o f l B Infantr y Divisi ons and 4 Cavalry 

Divis ions , plus a certain nun'ber of units not forming 

part or any divis ion . But al l t hese lar ge units are 

incomplete; cer tain elements are defecti ve; and those 

existing havo generally weak erreotives . 

2 . Almost complete lack ot r eserve troop s . 

Regular Army : 

up to the pr esent tine , the Regular Ar my has had no 

reserves 
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reserves whatsoever . These reserves (75, 000 men) have 

been 1n the process of formation since 1938; but the 

r ecruiting of these non will be completed only in 1942 . 

National Guard: 

possesses no orgenized reserves . In ease or con­

flict , the National Guard woul d have to call for volunteers , 

or begin recruiting in order to bring ite units up to 

war time str engt h. 

3 . I nsuf f iciency of armament and of eguinment put 
nt disposition of units . 

Regular Army: 

the armament of the Infantry i s bei ng r eplaced and 

complet ed ; but this tranetormation is still far from 

complete . Anti- tank armanent is almost totall y lacking. 

The modern equipment required to complete tbe 

Amer ican Arti llery: howit zers of 105, cannons of 155 , 

are available as prototypes only . 

The D.C.A. (Anti-Aircraft Service) bas avilable 

only a smal l amount of equipment . 

The tan.ks are small in number , 300 or 400 in all . 

They are fast; but weakl y armor-plated . 

National Guar d : 

The armament , in large part, dates from the war . 

The equip.ment is incompl ete . 

A f ew tanks only: 36 in all . 

4 . Unwieldiness of the American divisional organization . 

. The pr esent Amer ican division comprises : 

4 Infantry Regi oenta , 

3 Artill e r y Regiment s , 

or 22 ,000 off i cer s and men in all . 

Tnis is a l arge uni t hard to maneuver. 

A new t ype or divi sion which would comprise : 

3 Infantry 
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3 Infantry Reginents , 2 Artillery Regiments , 11 to 12 , 000 

ottioors sn4 men in all, is being tried out . However, 

nothing has as yet been '"'tree4 upon. New trials are tore­

seen tor 1939. Tho expe r iment or a 3-Regiment Division , 

however , was t ried out suooosstully in war in all lar go 

armies a long t ime ago . 

5 . Summary ins truction and insufficient number or 
reserve officers. 

The training of reserve officer s i s often superficial 

a nd gener ally mor e theoret ical than prac t ical . 

Their number should be i ncreased by 30, 000 i n order 

to meet the needs of the Regular Army, the National Cuard , 

and t he extr a Divi sions (2? Infantry Divis ions , 6 Cavalry 

Divisions) . 

e. 

There exist possibil ities in subordinate statts; but 

t hey are not exactly enumerated . The mili t ar y training 

or these eventual staffs is pr obably summary, ltnd t hei r 

number undoubtedly i nsufficient . 

? . Insuffic iency or equ ipment r eserves and mun i tions 
stocks . 

The armament rese rves , as well as t hos e or modern 

equipment, are small. The sane appl ies to munitions 

stocks . 

II . MEASURES \"IHICH WOULD PERil IT T!1E INCREASE TO 

500 , 000 HEN OF TilE UNITED STATES ARMY IN PEACE TI !.lE . 

1 . Fr om the standpoint of efteetives : 

The United States Army in peace time number s at the 

pr esent morr.e.nt : 

Regular Army : 

National Ouard : 

Total: 

118,000 men 

200, 000 men 

:ns,ooo men . 

(after deducting the 
port ion s tat ioned 
overseas e nd the 
"Air Corps") 

In 
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In order to increase tbia ·~ to 500,000 ~en, it 

thus be necessary to enlilt approrimately 200,000 

The ontry into the only Regular Army or these 

200,000 men would present great d ifficultiea due to the 

Acerioano' lack or enthusiasm for military obligations 

and due to tho necessity to create numerous new installa­

tions. It would undoubtedly be ~ore practical tor the 

Americana to be content wl tb a allgllt increase or the 

Regula r Army ' s effeot i ves . For example , increasing the 

effeotlvee by approximatel y 50 to eo,ooo men , would 

peroit doubling the number of regular Divis ions, and 

apply1tu~ t o the t;auonal Cuard the Mjor part or the 

increase in auch a canner as to bring up to war strength 

existing D1v1a1ona . and 1t neceaaary. to create new ones . • 

2. From the standpoint or statra. 

The question of staffs would be easy to solve, in 

so far as it concerns the National Ouard , in view of tho 

r eaerve starr which the Corps or Reserve Officers consti-

tutes. 

It would be nuch ~ore ticklish in so far as it con­

cerns the Regular ArQy. The increase in staffs correspond­

ing to the increase in effectives which is envisaged would 

be approximately 3 ,000 officers . I n order to gain time , 

the greatest portion or these shoul4 be obtained by trans­

ferring ofticera fro"' the reserve to the active list, or 

by authorizing a certain number or theo to serve in aotivo 

duty, as we do in Prance . 

J. Fro~ tho standpoint of eguip~ent . 

The 

*This increase of effeot i vea of the National Guar d woul~ bc 
facilitated by the tact that tho law or 1920 , which sorveo 
as a bash for tho organization or the National Cuard , pro­
vides ror the National Guard a mnximum effective or 425,000 ,en. 
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The envisaged increase o f 200 1000 men would demand 

a tremendous effort from tho standpoi nt or equipment . In 

fact, it woul d be necessary: 

fi r s t, to furnish to units already in existence 
all the equipment they need end which they now 
have only in part ; 

then to dinribute tho necessary equipment to the 
newly formed units. 

This effort is certainly not beyond the poss ibilities 

of American industry. In spite or everything, t his in­

dustry would doubtless r equire a certain amount of delay 

before product ion could reach i ts peak. 

I II • MEASURES WHICH 1'/0IJLD PERJliT llASTENHIC THE 

DEVELOPMENT 01" THE UNITED STATES ARJJY IN WAR TIME. 

The United States ArrtJil in time or war comprises : 

l. The Regula r ArrtJii units . 

2 . Tho National Guard units. 

3 . The units placed in the field a f ter the declar a ­

t i on of war. 

1 . Resular ArmY units . 

In peace time , the Regular Army units have available 

onl y a portion of the personnel and equipment required 

for war time . 

In case of conflict, the rapidity with wh i ch t hey 

are plaoed in the field depends on the reserves of men 

and equipment , which must be organized in time of peace. 

These reserves are, f or the moment , i nsufficient 

and should be completed as r apid ly as possible. 

2 . National Gtiard units . 

The National Guard units as t hey now exist are in­

complete from the double standpoin t of personnel and 

equipment . 
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equ!pmen~ . 

HaYln~ no orsanlzod reaerYea avallabla , the National 
Ou•rd , in order to be able to brinR ita uni ts up to war 
atrengt h. muet en11et volunteers or incorporate recruits 
In case conscription Ia decreed. 

The same s1~uot1on holds In oo far as equipment 
(armament Included) Ia concerned . Duo t o the lack or 
reaervea or equipQent, this equ1pxent cuut be ordered 
or placed In production upon mob111zot1on . 

Also , several months cuat be allowed In which ~o 

brl~ ~be llaUonal Cuard up t o war strength . 
These delays could be considerably l esooned 1r the 

National CU!!rd : 

2 . 

3 . 

Included unl~a constantly caintelned at 
war atren~th , or tailing this , had avail­
able organized reserves . 

had In r eser?o the equipment necessary to complete Ita peace ~!no oqu1p:en~ . 

up1ts placed in the field upon tho declarut1on o war . 

Considerable ~l.mo would be p:a1nod : 

1r the United States fixed In peace ~1no t he cethod or oonaoription in time or war. 

If, using this cethod as a basis , t hey proceeded in peace ~leo to take the ceneua in each State or all 
citizene subject to call to t he colora , particularly all those havine had mUHary trainln1s and capable 
of serving as monitors and instructors• , 

It , alec in time or peace , there wore decided upon the measures to bo taken tor putting in the field, 
~ed1ately upon mobilization, a tirat echelon or units or tormatlon: instruction centers , recruits and teaching personnel tor these cantors , stocking or clothing, t eaching equipment , etc .•• , 

In addition, the putting Into the field or formation 
unlta being the fUnction or: 

unattached 

-Non-ca=o1ea1oned ortlcors and cen discharged trac t he Regular ~ and c1tizena haYing received training at C.I!.T.C's., a pera-m111tary organization crea t ed in order to rurn1sb Americans with rudimentary ollitory training and discipline . 
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unattached staffs , 

unassigned equipment , 

it would be necessary for the United ntotes : 

o) to possess a ~reater nucber or reserve officers 

(approxinately 30 ,000 addit i onal reserve off i cer s) end 

etfectives or non-comcissioned reserve officers exactly 

enumerated, and probabl y i ncreased ; 

b) to prepare industrial mobil i zation in such coo­

plote fash i on that the manufocture ot equipment can 

begin in a minimuo or time . 
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Paris, l.!e.y 9 , 1939. 
PERSONAL 

Dear Mr. President: 

In spite or Dal adier 's insistence that your 
French is impeccable , you didn't s eem particularly 

quick on the uptake w~en he asked you if he could 
appoint me French Miniater for Foreign Affairs! 

Nevertheless, be was bowled over by the sound 
of your voice. 

On account or that or for some other reason, 

he asked me at once to draft for him a law to in-
crease the French birth rate which he would pro­
mulgate by decree! I do not know 4uite what to 
suggest unless it is to have Joe Kennedy trans­
ferred to Parisi 

The little ~ueen is now on her way to you 

together 

The Honorable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt , 

President or the United St ates or America , 
Washington, D. C. 
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together with the little King . She is a nice girl -

e i der down or no eider down - and you will like her , 

in spite of the fact that her sister- in-law, the 

Princess Royal, goes around England talking about 

"her cheap public smile". She is a bit gracious; 

but r esembles so much the female caddies who used 

to car ry my clubs at Pitlochry in Scotland many 

years ago t hat I find her pl easant. And she has 

an active curiosity. 

When she touched the subject of royal presents, 

I suggested that you would be touched clos e to the 

heart, a t least as close as the s t omach, by a Stilton 

cheese. If she brings it, you can blame end excuse 

me . 

The little King is beginning to feel his oats, 

but still remains a rat her frightened boy . Joe 

Kennedy gave t he ~ueen Virginia Ham and Pickled 

Peeohes. She ate vast quantities, and expressed a 

royal desire to become more closel y acquainted with 

the dish when in America . 

I have no other tips to give you except the 

obvious one that i t is wel l not to mention the Duke 

and Duchess of Windsor unless the King brings up the 

sub ject. He probably won't . About a month ago the 

Duke or Windsor wrote to Queen Mary that Bertie had 

behaved 
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behaved toward him i n such en ungentlemanly manner 

because or "the influence of that common little woman" 

the Queen, that be could have no further relations 

with Bertie . Brotherly love is , therefore, not at 

fever heat. 

The only low news from Paris this week concerns 

Flandin, s ix feet five, Germanophile, and ex-Prime 

Minister. He bas faded quickly from the political 

picture due to the event which occurred a bout two 

weeks ago . Daladier is my authority for this. He 

said that Fl andin called on a young l ady who lives 

near me and was in bed with her when her amant de 

coeur broke into the apartment; beat up Flandin and 

drove him into the street half-clothed, minus hie 

watch, wal let, and trousers ! Daladier does not ex­

pect any serious opposition froc Flandin in t he near 

future . 

Good luck a.nd may you have a good time as 

sovereign t o sovereign over my Pommery. 

Yours affeotiona tely, 

-
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Paris , l.!ay 9 , 1939 , 

Dear Mr . President : 

I believe that the enclosed article f r om the 

New Yor k Post, which you sent to me recently , i s 

not to be t aken too seriously . 

The headlines of the article , about the German 

&!bassy in Paris leading "atta cks on U.S.", seem to 

be based upon the statement in the body of the arti­

cle that t he French publication, Je Suis Partout, 

sends its f irst copy hot off t he press to the Oerman 

Embassy and waits before continuing with the publica­

tion of the issue until it get s an O.K., from the 

Embassy. This is absurd . 

Je Suis Partout is generally ~elieved t o have 

been on the German payroll for the past two or three 

years. It bas no influence what soever . 

Yours always, 

Enclosure . 

The Honorable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

President ot t he United States of America , 

Washington , D. c . 



.. 

Paris, May 9 , 1939 . 
PERSONAL 

Dear Ur . President: 

Three small matters: 

(1) I have just had a letter from Huberta Earle 
saying t hat George i s f inding it very herd to be among 
the unamployed, ~nd that he is violently eager to get 
into some sort or government work . She did not specify 
what or where . 

(2) Henry Grady or the Tariff Commission , forcerly 
or t he Department of State, has just finished a flying 
trip through Central and Eastern Europe and has some 
worth while ideas . You or somebody else o~ht to talk 
with him. 

(3) If you haven' t done so already , please write 
me briefly what you aaid to Monnet . 

Yours always, 

._L ·. \\ 
The Honorable 

Fr anklin o. Roosevelt , 

President or the United St ates of America, 

Washingt on, D. C. 
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!leV BUll-

!baak ,_ for ~ Mural do4 •'• \hlo 
110n1,. I ban DOt forsot'- Oeortr• 1111\t u ,.,. 
ao., t wtll bo a blt _.,.., to tU Mil 1.a -
wbon ta a -~ ar bo ta.. ~\ a t UU. ~. 
I wt.ll U, to oM a_, Oft141, 

I ba4 a aloe talJt wt\!1 M. &Dd •'- \Ma 
ho llu ... MoZif•U.. twloo. 'ftlo pot of l\ h 
\hat • an all a,pood \bat a ._..., oluUo 
fw '• bold.o CMt - bopo la Ulo llltue '-' 
tlllat t111a pno•t tlu to laoppOr--.. I told 
llla t....tlr U..t 1 ~t u ~cl bo a .U\ako 
folt lllo aon: •t to o.ploto a bottor'-c oull 
00Dd1U011 folt a ll\tlo 'lihUe. 

M to K,. I upl&lMCS to hla till&\ OM or 
bo of \1M lup~r looalUloo wticl bo a "eednh 
to • lf w bad t o - \Ma .acS \bat till& _, 
•al~~e of two or UlrN -"ler plaooo .ald -' 
to a - eo ~1 \bat o•• lf tillar "" of •­
alllt&l'f •• to u tho _, ..or\!1 partag Wftlcl 
be a drop 111 tbo bilatot ooapanc1 wl tb \bo total 
o'ftc1 or -.puod wt\!1 t11o total ot a ootu-t. 
I \hlU ho h nUnlr oathfloct wt\!1 \bo trt...ur 
ud pnoUO&l appi'G&Gb &Dd aloo w1 th tho \ho~~Pt 
that thlo h DOt a good U•o to ~ l t to ~ 
pablloltr o\ofre. 

It h puc! of fOil to ooa4 tho Cbs'RJT"'8M 
ODd I do wtoh ,_ OCNld bo lloro at tho Uao ot 
tho •hU. 
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8J the ft1, ln reg&H to Jlee4, app&HDUJ 

8111 Phllllpe aDd ~e people here t .. l he hae beea 
IOlDc a flOOd lob ln 11oM. .w1 1n r~~gud to aa.a1t 
I t .. r h bu beell c. OOflphte tlah Gil' at wah1' ln 
--· A1ree. I tblllk wa wUl ha" to 80Ye bb 
troa there""' U h 41fflCN1' to ha" people wbo 
oan oal.J fU ln ln fiUIIIIJ IIW'opeaa Oapltale. 

)(y beet to ,-oa. 
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My dear Mr . Pres ident: 

DE PARTM ENT OF" 8 TATE 
WA 8HINQTO N 

llay 16, 1939 

I have received your memorandum of May 15, with 

which you enclose e letter which Bill Bullitt has sent 

you under date of April 25 suggesting that Pinkney 

Tuck, now Counselor of Embassy in Buenos Aires, be trans­

ferred to Rome and that Edward L. Reed, now Counselor 

of Embassy in Rome, replace him as Couns elor of Embassy 

i n Buenos Air es , 

Bill refers to Ed Reed as a •bone-head", •who still 

ought to be selling collars in his father's haberdashery 

in Philadelphia•. or course, I do not know upon what 

personal knowledge of Ed Reed Bill Bull i tt bases his 

characteri~ation in his letter to you. I am very con­

fident, however, that he has not had the opportunity of 

knowing Reed as well as I do. Ed Reed was my Counselor 

of Embassy throughout the ti m~ t hat I was Ambassador to 

Cuba. I have never known a more loyal, hard wo rking, 

The Presiden t , 

The White Hous e. 
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consci entious, and efficient Foreign Service officer than 

he proved to be at that time . I cannot speak t oo hi ghly 

of the help he gave me . After that he wae tor t hree years 

Chief of the Division of J.!exican Affairs in t he Depart ment 

before that Division was consolidated in the Division of 

the American Republics, He worked i mmediately under my 

supervision, and I can speak of him in t hat capacity in t he 

highest possible t erms. Bill Phillips a sked for him to 

be sent t o Rome, and I have every reason to believe t hat 

he has been doi ng an admirable Job under very difficult 

circumstances in Rome during t h e t~10 years that he has 

been stationed t here. So far as t he fact that hie f ather 

had a haberdashery is concerned, I cannot see that that 

has anythi ng t o do wi th the ca se, Certainly Ed Reed is a 

gentleman in t he best sense of the word, and in my Judg­

ment one of t he hardest working , mos t presentable , and 

most effic i ent Foreign Service officers that we have. 

I think that Tuck should certainly be t ransferred f rom 

Buenos Aires, and I have already spoken with the Divi s i on 

of Foreign Service Personnel wi t h regard to this matter. 

He has proved himself t otally unqualified to be in Buenos 

Aires, and the report that Ed Flynn gave you with regard 

to Tuck confirms me in this belief . He was onl y moved from 

Brussels because of Joe Davies' refusal to have him on 
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h1e atatt . 

Believe me f' 
F~1th!ully yours , 

L ) 



Personal und 
C eRfi£1 e&t i nl 

Deer Br . President : 

I have just received e note fron Basil O' Connor, 

giving ~e the dotL ils or tr.c dedication of tho new 

sc!lool at ',/urn Spri J18B given by 1:rs . S. Pinkney '!'uck. 

Basil also enclosed for my info~tion e copy or t~s . 

Tuck' s very nice letter which \IUS reed at the dodi-

cation ceremony. 

Tuck is, us you know , a Foreign Service Officer 

or Class II. He wus first secret ury of t h i s llmbus11y when 

I arrived here as Al:lbooaador. When it boccme kno\ln that 

the Embassy in Brussels would need a ne:·t Counselor , he 

asked oe if I would rocor~ .c nd hie f or this vc.canoy . I 

did so end he ;;as assigned os Counselor of .t.Ubeosy e t 

Brussels . 

Less than six nont hs later Tuck was tnmsforrsd to 

Buenos Aires . Mrs . Tuck hud ju11t fini shed furni s hing s 

hom a 

The Honora ble 

Franklin Doleno Hoosovel t , 

Pr esident of the United States of hmerico , 

The t/h 1te House , 
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home i n Brussel s at greet expense since she l ooked for ­

word to bein(l there fo r t \IO or three yet~rs . The Tucks 

d i d not complain in any way end wen t immediat ely without 

pro t es t to Buenos Ai res . It was espec i a lly ha rd bec~us e 

Tuck ' s aged mother lives in Brussels with his brother, who 

i s the leading Americ~n business man in Belgium. Roth 

Tuck e nd his wife hav e an i nt inat e knowledge of Europe 

with contacts in every country, Both speak perfect 

French and Ger man, but no Spanish . I happen to know that 

they went intensel y to go to Rome . Neither you nor the 

Depar t ment is getting much i nf onna tion from Rome at th e 

moment. Thi s is due , tn pert , to the f act tha t we have 

as Counse lor of Embassy the re a bone- head named Edwar d L . 

Reed, who still ought to be selling colla r s i n hi s father' s 

haber dashery in Philadelphia , Why no t switch Tuck and Reed? 

The Tucks would be excellent in Rome and I happen t o l<nO\': 

that Bi l l Phi lli ps likes h im very much. 

As a matte r of f act, I wish I could have both of them 

in Paris , but I t hink Bob Murphy deserves t o s ucceed Wilson 

as my Counselor of Embassy and Tuck ha s t oo h16h a rank 

in the Service to be anyth ing but Counselor. I do not 

sugges t this change as a n urgent necessi ty, but i f you 

want to s trengt hen the Embassy in Rome , just remember that 

Tuck 



Tuck is a firot - rnte officer and that l~s . TUck is an 

angel, and that there nre felt such pciro in tho Foroign 

Service . 

YourR errectiono tely , 

Bullitt . 



Doar J i.ll: 

I til; tol ll thAt ti.O ,.x>uc.l l onvco to<Lq w;,.. I t!Wlt 
~o uGt tLi& l ott r ott to .fOU to t~an.~ you tor ~ t-ut 
Cll.WlllCJ...;ne. I r ullll.Y uu not o<~o wh;r JOU vtoulu do ~~ill , bUt 
I ,;:now ~ a.re nll 0 oi n., to an joy 1 t v~r r cue.. ol til~' I 
aoaur~ J.:JU I ~ not uu1n.;. ull ot 1 t enu on tl.o RO.fcl 
Y1 oitoro. 

I oo.J.y vi &:~ '.(0\J euu1.1 bo here 1f1 t h us t.,o tl.J:Ie ot 
Lt:e •• :J.ltU. vi s i t . A.t t1JV r .. tc. l will qtUot l;{ nr~ to Jour 
.;oo.l ho..ltL oL ... u c111 ... r . 

fc .. r lo t e.:- 01' t~o oint~ .....:. jiWt o ... :riYIKI ur.d 1o 
a jo-,lo I ..:now ;;;;N. will 110 a .;ooJ jo:~ on t .o Frencl. U1rtl:l 
l:lt u La .• l 

IL.o lHtlo 1,.1.1 lOll ha .. a c quired o .;rout ru,~U tu; 1on 
ov~r her o. I t c.v t1u a di ffi cult one to livu U.i> to . h~oocl­
l o:..w to IN.;/0 t l.ero iu .,rol'\ t oxui t~t IJoi.'O . ltQlf8'1'-.r, I 
~Link wo will a ll lloov,; a ..,roat oi,)h of rol1of onoe tl:oy 
croao tho CQI:o.uia.> llorllor ootuly ou thoi r tfflJ hOt.o . 

I loved tbe otor.1 ot Flandin. I t i s n jo-; . 

Uonorobl o d ll1Gi.i c. JJulli tt 
Aoba:Jendor J.Xtruordiwu'./ Cllld 

t'l un1 pot ent1Dl'/ 
l?ori o 
lrenoo 

F. D. R. 



/ 
-

THE WHIT£ HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Ita)' 34, 1939. 

IIJ:KOR»>DOII toR 

AIIBASSADOR BULLITT 

r . D. R. 

Enclosur e - lle=orandum from Secretary 
Welles covering Ur . 

llcDan1el 1s suggestions . 



--..... -~.._,. TNC UC.:ItCU,"Y (W nATC 
......... , ... o c 

My dear Mr. Pree1dent: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

11&1 22. 19:59. 

'11th reference t o r our memorandum or llar :5 W1 th 
wh1oh rou were good enougb t o enoloee t or .,. 1ntorma­
t1on B111 Bull1tt 1e letter to JOU or Apr11 18 together 
w1th a ttached memoranda written b7 Charles B. lloDan1el, 
Jr., I have had prepared a memorandum 1n the Depart­
ment wh1ch I believe mar be or 1ntereet to rou. Th1e 
memorandum deale 1'ull1 w1 th the euggeet1one oonta1ned 
1n Mr. McDaniel'• memoranda. 

Believe me 

Enoloeures: 
From AJDballador 
Bull1 tt, w1 th 
enoloeuree; 

Memorandum. 

The Pr811dent, 

tully youre , 

~ 

The Wh1te Kouee . 
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EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AM ERICA 

Paris , April 18 , 1939 . 

Dear Mr . President : 

I am encl osing herewith memoranda to me from 

Char les B. McDanie l, Jr . lie is one Amcr ic"n business 

man who has the noble virtue of br evity. I have given 

him a letter of introduction to Sumner \lelle s, but I 

til ink you ought to read these memoranda . 

Incident ally , if you should hap pen to see JJcD&niel , 

you would not be bored . 

Yours always , 

William C. Bullitt . 

Enclosures : 
Two 1:1emorenda . 

The HonorHble 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt , 

Pr esi dent of tue United States of Amurica , 

The '.'lhit e House . 



Private & Conf ideAbia1 ~emorandum 

If an occasion could be found for you or 

your great American friend to issue unof fic­

ially some statement regarding Portugal and 

the work of Dr Salazar (very conservative 

and above all non political), it would be 

received with interest and mi ght be of tar 

reaching influence on the present situat ion. 

Du.ring a recent conf idential conversa­

tion with Dr Salazar, I received tbe impres­

sion that he is aware of the danger of German 

and Italian trade methods and that he is 

interested i n obtaining trade independence 

from these countries in favour of the United 

States . This policy is also evidenced by 

the purchase being made at this moment ot 
American Railway equipment at prices ot from 
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20 to 40 percent above the subsidized German 

and Italian competition. These purchases 

constitute a generalization of American 

standards on the entire railway system and 

the successive replacement of the existing 

German equipment. Acting on instructions 

from Berlin, the German Ambassador, has 

energetically intervened both with the Min­

istry of Communications and with Dr Salazar 

to prevent such operation, and was informed 

t hat American of fers were more favourable . 

Barter relations with Germany have not 

proved altogether satisfactory, and Italy 

at the present moment is heavily indebted 

to the Bank of Portugal on her compensation 

agreements. 

During the Spanish conflict , Portugal 

has been the closest disinterested friend 

of General Franco, and Dr Salazar today is 
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the one sure and direct allied influence we 

have with Spain. The possible far-reaching 

importance of the recent non-aggression 

pact concluded with General Franco can only 

be appreciated by a careful observer of Euro­

pean affairs. 

A most effective strateg ical trade effort 

wh ich we could make would be to offer Portugal, 

a full, and Spain at least partial, economic 

inde pendence of Germany and Italy. These, the 

mother countries, have been heretofore powerful 

influences in Italian and German economic pene­

tration in Latin America. 

I have been unofficially inf ormed and 

bel ieve that proposals of a non-political 

as pect from the United States to Spain, through 

the proper channels, would be generously consid­

ered. The same proposals, however, emanating 
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from either France or England would not be 

entertained through fear of political 

complications , 

Portuguese and Spanish products of 

every nature i,e , cork, olives , sardines , 

tin, mer cury, potash etc , are non compe­

titive products which could be imported 

advantageously and would partially offset 

their unfavor able trade balance with the 

United States, 



Pr1va te & Cl1t1f!b4enUal Memorandum 

A few days ago, General Franco ' s closest 

adviser informed me that during a banquet 

g iven him recently by the German Industr ies 

and Economic Ministry, a proposal was made 

to purchase 90 percent of Spain's exports 

on a compensation basis , He was aware of 

the purpose of the offer and the disadvan­

tages to Spanish economy, His reply to mY 

reactions regarding the matter was "but 

what can we do ? We don ' t trust the French 

because we know they have been our enemies 

in the last war, England has offered us 

40 million pounds , but we would not consi­

der this at such a moment. We do not feel 

that most of the Americans have been 

friendly to us during the last war, but we 

at t ribute this to misunderstanding of our 

cause, and we would accept a transaction 
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with America, wh ich we would not entertain 

with either France or Engl and . " 

He then suggested the possibility of a 

business with Spain similar to the transact­

ion which we have jus t negotiated in Portugal 

as a beginning and as a gesture of confidence 

in Spain. We might for example, he said, 

offer an imnediate credit of say 25 mil lion 

dollars for five years maximum to be utilized 

for the purchase of approximately five million 

dollars of tobacco and 20 million dollars of 

cotton, He said that he would recommend such 

a transaction, but that it could only be 

presented confidentially and unofficially, 

and negotiated personally with General Franco, 

He insisted that it is only through private 

and proper channels that such transaction 

could be realized, and he believes that such 

proposal could open the way for shaping Spain's 

economic and trade policies in the direction, 
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wh ich he , as an economist, desires and would 

recommend , He advised that a credit of that 

importance could be met by the Spanish treasury, 

but that he would not at the present moment 

consider he avier commitments , 

He stated that Germany is now endeavour­

ing to obtain control of Spanish mercury and 

potash deposits , He bel ieves that by acting 

quickly and discreetly this move might be 

counterac ted , He i nformed me that one of the 

richest known potash deposits bas just been 

discovered near Barcelona, containing some 

seventy five million tons of tbe highest 

gr ade Product , If the above loan could be 

arranged, he believes it might enable him 

to break the German potash cartel and sell 

to America, which would definitely orientate 

Spain ' s future trade interest with our own, 
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1111)' 24 • 19 .)9 

Dear Bill: 

On receip t or )'Our letter o r ~ g in regard 
to the Ro .. nblatt proJect, I took the u.tter up 
wi th the War Departaent and the Departaent of State. 
The queet1on h&e been fully reconddered. I agree, 
howeYer, With the two Departaente that 1t would be 
'fi!'J 1n&d"r"1eable troa OW' point o f YleW for Roaan­
blatt to so ahead wi th hie p roject a t th1a t1aa. 
If he Wiahu t o taka 1t up agun two o r three 
aon the troa now, the Department• will be glad to 
raYle• t he queetlon 1n the light or the o1roua­
atanoee then ex1at1ng, and i t 1e poe a1ble that 
the a1tuat1on alght br t hat t lae haTe change d 
auff1c1ently eo that we would be prepared to re­
•eree our p reetnt pot1t1on. 

Afteotio nately yours, 

'fhe Honorable 
Ullaa C, llllll1U, 

Aaerlcan AabA .. a dor, 
r arle, 

I 



COPY 

'11lE WHIT! HOUSE 
II'ASHIHOTO!I 

llay 17, 1939 

IIEIIORA!IOOll FOR 

'11lE ASSISTA!IT SECRETARr OF WAR 

lib& t c., I 1&1/ on this? 

F . D. B. 
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Paris, t~y 9 , 1939 . 

PERSONAL AND 833 

Dear Mr . President: 

I enclose herewith a secret report or the French 

General Staff which has been compi led from inforcati on 

gathered by t he French Secret Service and i s the basis 

on which the French General Starr bas prepared its 

plans for copi ng with the German Air Force . I thought 

you would rather have it in extenso rather than in 

sucmary. Please note that it is absolutely secret. 

A f ew days ago , La Chambre, Minister for Air , 

said to me that owing to the failure of the Bloch 

prototype which the French had expected to be as good 

or better than the Amiot, he bad become s incerely 

interested in the possibility of manufacturing t he 

Amiot plane i n the United States . At the same time 

I received a memorandum prepared by Joseph C. Green 

of the Department of St ate which bad been seen and 

approved 

The Honorable 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

President or t he United States ot America , 

',Vashington, D. C. 
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