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FROM: MR EARLY.
TO: THE FRESIDENT

0022 FRQM HULL:- BULLITT TELEGRAFHE HAD CONVERSATIONS DURING
PAST TWENTY FOUR HOURS WITH DALADIER, CHIEF OF THE GENERAL STAFF,
SEVERAL CABINET MBMBERS, AND BLUM, ALL CONSIDER PRESENT S TUATTON
AT LEAST AS SERIOUS AS LAST AUGUST ON BASIS OF FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

AETNFORCEMENTS GOING TO ITALTAN ARMY IN LIBYA DATLY,

GERMANS SENDING ATRFLANES IN CRATES TO LIBYA EVERY DAY.

[HOSE MENTTONED ABOVE BELIEVE UNACCEPTABLE DEMANDSE WILL BE MADE
BY USSOLINI BETWEEN TENTH AND END OF MARGH AND ALSO THELR BELITEF
THAT FRANCE MAY EXPECT MUSSOLINI TO MAKE WAR UFON IT ANY TIME AFTER
THE MIDDLE OF MARCH, FROBABLY ATTACKING DJIBOUTI FIRST. THEY STATE
ITALY HAS NOW ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND TROOFS IN LIBYA AND ABOUT TO ADD
THIRTY THOUSAND. DELADIER AND GAMELIN BELIEVE THAT FRENCH CAN DEFEID
TUNISTA, BUT THAT ITALY MAY ATTACK EGYFT, WHICH, ACCORDING T FRENCH
[NFORMATION, IS NOT IN AS STRONG DEFENSIVE FOSITION. ALL MEN ABOVE
\ENTTONED BELIEVE THAT ALTHOUGH GERMANY DOES NOT WISH TO GO TO WAR
WITH FRANCE, IT WILL GO TO WAR IN SUFPORT OF % IN CASE LATTER ATTACKE
FRANCE. FRENCE GOVERIMENT BELIEVE POSSIELE AND ADVISABLE TO MAKE
BROAD, CONPREHENSIVE COMMERCIAL AGREM(ENT WITH GERMANY IN ORDER TO
OFFER FOSSIBLITY OF GOOD FRANCO GERMAN RELATIONE, IN ORDER THAT GERMANY
VIGHT HESITATE TO GO TO WAR AND THUS LOSE SUCH BENEFITS, DELADLER
PEREONALLY BELTEVES FRENCH NEGOTIATIONS WITH SFAIN ARE MEETING WITH
SUCCESS, DELADIER AND GAMELIN ACTUALLY DISCUSSED WITH BULLITT
1.



MEASURES TO BE TAKEN IN PARIS IN THE NEXT TWO WEEKS IN THE

EVENT OF AN ATTACK BY GERMANY AND ITALY. THOSE TWO OFFICIALS
CONSIDER BRITISH FPOSITION IN THE FAR EAST EXTREMELY GRAVE, AS
GREAT BRITAIN HELPLESS TO DEFEND AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND, SINGAPORE,
HONGKONG, OR THE DUTCH EAST INDIES AGAINST JAPANESE ATTACK.

THEY SEE SOME CONNECTION BETWEEN POSSIBLE ATTACK BY ITALIANS

IN LIEYA AGAINST EGYFT AND MOVEMENT AGAINST BRITISH NOT ONLY

IN EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN, BUT IN THE INDIAN OCEAN AND FAREAST.
BLIM CONSIDERS SITUATION SO SERIOUS HAS DECIDED NOT TO UNDER-

TAKE PLANNED TRIF TO AMERICA AT THIS TIME 1900.




Paris, February 1, 1939.

Personal and el

Dear Mr. President:

Here are the latest figures on plane production
of the French Secret Service. The French managed to
produce in the month of December ninety-four planes.
The British produced between two hundred and fifty
and three hundred. In addition, the British produced
about one hundred training planes. La Chambre states
that the French production is now rising steadily and
that it will reach two hundred per month in June, and
two hundred and fifty next July. By the end of the
vear, he expects it to be about four hundred per month.

La Chambre said that the latest information brought
in by the French Secret Service indicates that although
the Germans produced about one thousand planes a month
in September and October last, they were unable to keep

up

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.
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up this tempo, and in November and December produced
only between aix and seven hundred planes per month.

Your personal connection with the Deity continues
to manifest itself in an astonishing manner. I told
you that it probably would be impossible for me to
bring to pass your wish that Saint-Quentin might be
translated to a happler sphere. Today Guy La Chambre
told me that he wants to quit as Minister for Air and
wants to go to Washington as French Ambassador. He
agsked me if I would tell Daladier to send him to
Washington as Ambassador. I replied that I would not
be so lmpertinent and, of course, would not make any
comments on my vis-d-vis in Washington, but if Daladier
himself should ask my opinion, I should feel obliged to
give it to him. As a result, I expect Daladier to ask
me whether or not I think La Chambre would do in
Washington. I think he would be bully. He is very
much of a gentleman; very gay and alive:; with a charm-
ing wife who used to be one of the leading actresses
of France. I am sure you would like him and inasmuch
as he 1s Daladier's most intimate friemnd, you would
have a real Ambassador.

Incidentally, he told me that that dope-taking,
half-American, Patenftre, former owner of the Phila-

delphia Inquirer and now Minister of National Economy,
is
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is also anxious to be an Ambassador, and that Daladier
expects to send him to Brazil.

If La Chambre leaves the Ministry of Air to go to
Washington, he will be replaced by M. Dautry, who was
Director of the French State Rallways and, for the
past year or sc, has been Chlef Director of the Hispano-
Suiza Company. He has the reputation of being the great-
est industrlalist In France and would be & bigger shirt-
front at least than Guy La Chambre, who is just a nice,
honest, sincere fellow.

Incldentally, La Chambre told me a few things about
your frlend de La Grange, which will amuse you. Ha
said that he had come to the conelusion that La Grange's
ehlef interest in representing France in aviation
deals was Lo make money privately on the slde.

He showed me an astounding letter which La Grange had
written to him yesterday, as a Senator, urging him to
buy a complicated press for waking aviation bodles
from the Baldwln Locomotive Works at double the price
to be paid for a similar press in England. De La
Grange asked this huge extra payment - for the amount
wes enormous - as a personal favor to him. And on
the side, let La Chambre know that he was thinking of
attecking him in the Senate! That used to be called
blackmaill

La Chambre
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La Chambre told me also that La Grange had been
furious when he had learned that an aviation mission
had been sent to America to buy planes and that he
had not headed it. La Grange had finally said to
La Chambre that he assumed he had been eliminated
because I was jealous of him since I realized that
you talked to him more frankly than you did to me.

Az I have been here only for half a minute, I
haven't been able to pleck up yet all the dirt, but
I can tell you one more interesting thing. Daladier
i3 seriously thinking of running for the Presidency
of the Republie this spring when Lebrun gets out.

La Chambre says that Daladier feels certain he will
have the votes of three-fourths of the Senate and at
least one-half the Chamber of Deputlies. He wants to
be President of the Republic in the sense that you
are FPresident of the United States, taking a much
more active role than has been assumed by the Presi-
dent for many years. I suspect that as scon as the
other leading politicians learn that this is what
Daladier has in mind, a coalition will be formed
against him for there would not be much fun in being
Président du Conseil during the next seven years if
Daladier were to be a really vigorous Président de la

République.
Jules Henry
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Jules Henry came up from Spain last night and
told me that he personally had gone out to find the
lines defending Barcelona - where he was until the
very day Franco's troops entered. He asserted that
the lines defending Barcelona were there but that
there was not one single defender in them. He said
that Barcelona just blew up and he looks for the
total collapse of resistance in Catalonia within
ten days and the total collapse of the Valencia and
ladrid areas inside three weeks. He believes that
Mussolini will follow Franco's triumphs by immediate
demands on France which will have to be refused and
that we shall be close to war by the end of February.

I am not so sure - because the speech made last
night by that neurotie Austrian house-painter has me
puzzled. I listened to it on the radio. It was un-
questionably the dullest and most disorderly speech
he has made and it showed, I thought, a definite
hesitation about provoking war due to fear of the
hostility of the United States. On the other hand,

I think it showed what all the information from

Germany indicates; to wit: Iif Mussolinl goes to war
for any reason whatever, Germany will have to support
Italy because Germany can not afford to see Italy de-

feated.
Italy
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Italy has the ball and I hope that you have in-
vented some aot to impress Benito if he begins to
start the rumpus. It ia unquestionable that your acts
have had a cooling effect on Hitler and I think they
might have a similar effect on Benito, who is the bad
boy of the moment. Don't forget that your last com-
munication to him was the letter telling him that he
was the white-haired boy. At the moment, he thinks
that you think he is grand.

There is another possible line of evolution about
which I spoke to the British Ambassador today. I
think there are signs that Chamberlain is preparing to
act vis-d-vis France precisely the way he acted toward
Czechoslovakia. I suspect that you may have Chamberlain
getting together with Hitler and telling France that
after all, there is much virtue in the Italian claims
and that France had better give up at least half what
Mussolini will demand. The British Ambassador quite
violently denied that Chamberlain would take this
pourse but I suspect that the violence of his denial
meant that it is the course that will be taken. A
few minutes later he said that since war would mean
the triumph of the forces of Bolshevism on the Conti-
nent, any sacrifice neceasary to avoid war must be
made. The British have always found it easy to sacri-
fice the interests of other people and you may find

yourself,
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yourself, before another couple of months have passed,

wishing to request Mr. Chamberlain quietly not to be-

have like a S.0.BE.

Léon Blum is walking into the house at this

moment so that I must stop dictating.

Love to you all,

Yours affectionately,

1S4

I

P.S. - Blum is extremely gloomy. He believes that

Mussolini will make absolutely inacceptable
demands just as soon as resistance to Franco
collapses completely. He believes that Hitler
can not avoid supporting Mussolini if Mussolini
goes to war and he believes that Chamberlain at
the last minute will try to sell out France in
the manner that I suggest would be British
policy to the British Ambassador. Blum doesn't
think that there will be war before April at the
earliest and may come to the United States for a
brief visit the end of February. He is in fine
form personally and seems to have recovered en-
tirely from the death of his wife. W.C.BE.

3 08
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED

JR M.

This telegrom must be Porls

closely paraphraosed be-

fore tPing communicated FROMDated Pebruary 3,'1939

to anyonee (D) '
Ree'd 11:10 a.m,

Seeretary of State,

Washington,

193, February 3, 11 a.m,

PERSONAL AND S&=¢R®$ FOR THE PRESIDENT,

Guy Lachombre, Minister for Alr, colled on me
this morning ocnd sold that today the French Government
would place definite orders for 115 Martin bombers
and 100 Douglas bombers and 200 North American training
planes; and would ask for options on an additional
120 Martin bombers and 100 Douglas bombers,.

Lachambre sald that Daladier last night had
asked him to say to me he hoped 1t would not be
necessary for either the Secretary of the Treasury
or any other American Govermment official to give out
the exact figures and detalls of these crders, The
impression produced in Germany and Italy by the ldea
that France eould obtain an unlimited number of planes
in the United States had been so waluable a deterrent
to attack by Germany and Italy that 1t should not
be disturbed by actual figures of moderate dimensions.

I have not yet been able to see Daladier as I

went

8N Se1/8B¥S" ISE
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=2« #1903, February 3, 11 almi, from Paris}

went to bed with a severe attack of grippe the day

I saw Bonnet (January 30) and I am still flat on my
backe I expect to be up tomorrow, however, and belleve
that the options which will be asked for today by the
French will be taken up shortly after I have talked
with Daladier,

It is difficult to exaggerate the salutary effect
which the leakage of your remarks to the Congressman
has had in Europe, no matter how much trouble it may
have made for you in the United States, Both the Germans
and Italians are going to think hard now before

attacking France and England,

BULLITT
HFD .
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‘kx Peria, February 9, 1939.

PERSONAL AND SFRIGFRL-SONELLLN bty

Dear Sumner:

At the reguest of the Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs and the Minister for Air, I have just recelved
Mr. Maurice Dollfus, Mansging Director of the Matford
Compeany, Paris, which manufectures Ford cars in France.
In addition, the Minister for Air had spoken to me
about the matter which Dollfus wished to discuss.

It appears that at the present time the French
are turning out a greet many planes but comparatively
few first rate motors. As a result the French have
purchased the rights to manufacture the British Rolls-
Royce Merlin motor in France and have askad the French
Matford people to manufacture most of the parts for

this motor. The French Matford organization, as a

patriotic

The Honorable
Sumner Welles,
Under Secretary of State,

Washington, D. C.



patriotic duty, desires to carry out this work ahd
finds the conditlons proposed by the Ministry for Air
satisfactory.

One large stumbling block is, however, foreseen--
Mr. Henry Ford. Dollfus fears that while Mr, Edsel
Ford will be entirely in favor of permitting the Mat-
ford plant to manufacture these parts for the British
Rolls-Royce Merlin engine, Mr. Henry Ford may consider
that to have a plant in which he is a majority stock=-
helder manufacture parts for an engine that is going
into a war plane would be contrary to his principles,
Mr. Dollfus said to me that he believed that if some-
one could say to Fdsel Ford that I knew all about this
piece of business and that I considered that it was
not contrary to the interests of the United Stataes
and that I hoped it would go through, that would be
sufficlent. He did not know that even this would be
necessary, but before leaving for America he wished
to be sure that in case he should run into difficulties
in Detroit, there would be someone with whom he could
get in touch in Washington.

I do not know that he will call on you for help,

tut



but if he should ask to see you, please see him. The
order is an extremely important one involving at the
outset one thousand motors to be completed before the
end of this year.

Good luck and every good wish.

Youre very sincerely,

(Signed): WILLIAM ¢, BULLITT.
Williem C. Bullitt.

WCB/ jgh



_ MEMO FOR THE P, 8,
— Why don't you have a cocktail
with him and look him overl,

F¥. D. R,



Paris, February 13, 1939.

Dear Misay:

This is a letter that "God" recelved from a very
old friend of his. He didn't teke it up with the Pre-
sident, not because he did not think well of the gentle-
man in question but because there were too many other
important things to discuss. He does think well of
him and has been a close frisnd of his for many years.

Now that the Senate has taken to refusing to con-
firm the President's appointments, it has cccurred to
"God™" that residents of the District of Columbla are
in nobody's senatoriel distriet and Burkirshaw, although
he comes from Connecticut, has lived almost all his
life in the District of Columbia.

It

Miss Marguerite Le Hand,
Private Secretary to the President,
The White House,;
Washington, D. C.



It may be worth while looking him up even though
there 1s no chance of appolntment at the present time.
In eny case, I have been told to tell you that the
Ambassador has known him ever since he was on the Ford

Peace Party and since he worked as his assistant at

{L f i

Carmel 0Offie,

the Peace Conference in 1919.

Very sincerely yours,

Enclosure,
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Law QOffices
NEIL SURKINSHAW
Shoreham Building
Washington, D. C,.

December 16, 1938,

My dear Bill:

In the course of our conversation yesterday on
your suggestion that I become active in pclitics I was
on the vergs several times of asking you to eid m= in
the fulfiliment of a long cherished ambition -~ that
is, of going on the bench. However, I refrained only
bacause of the thought that you might be embarrassed
by being compelled to tell me you could not inter’ere
in the matter of arpointments. Hence, I am writing
you this letter so that you may act as you see fit
without any necessity of explanation,

There ure three vacancies at this time in the
Federal Courts of the District of Columbia, one in the
Court of Appeals, which is the position I want, and
two in the United States District Court. Also there
is the likelihood of a second vacancy on the Court of
Appeels 1f there be true the newspaper predictions
that Justice Herold Stevens 1s to be elevated from that
Court tc the Supreme Court of the United States.,

It is believed that all of these vacancies will
be filled immediately upon the convening of Congress
next month. The nominations will be sant in within
two or three weeks,

I feel impelled to move at this tim: Lecause there
mey not be ancther vacancy for twenty years., Msrvin
MacIntire and Steve Early are friends from old news-
paper deys. I grew up in Merider with Senator Frank
Maloney of Connecticut. However, he is not strong
enough to swing this appointment himeself, although I
assure you he ccrtainly will go to bat for me in avery
wey. Frank P. Welsh, with whon I have been associated

more



more or less over the past nineteon years would also
aid in every respact, Incidentally, he zappointed me
Some three years ago as Washington counsel for the
Power Authority for the State of lew York, a pet pro-
ject of the President while Governor of lew York.

Without conceit, I feel that none would guestion
iy professional proficiency or integrity. I nav= teen
a participant in most of the outstanding trials in this
Jurisdiction for fifteen years. I wss an Assistent
United States Attorney for five years and Special As-
sistant to the Attorney Genersl for three years. In
additlon to my work in the oil trials which included
the conviction of Harry Sinelalr, I pavticipated in a
series of outstaading sacurity frauds prosecutions,
Only two years ago I was celled in ms a technician
on federal procedure to make the last diteh fight for
Bruno Richard Hauotman in the Federal courts in New
Jersey and in the United States Supreme Court.

There 1s & growing desire, expressed both by the
bar and the press, for the awnoirtment of a local man
to the Court of Appeals, as 1t oappens thet the present
filve mambters have baen gelected from the cutside and
hence lack intimate familierity with the very difficult
local procedure. It is widely believed ihat the next
appointment may come from the District.

As you know, I enjoy a very lucretive rractice,
but I gladly would suffer a diminutfer in earnings in
order to hawve thet nosition,

In a way, I hate toc trespess on old friendship
in making this request of you. But, I probpably never
ezain shall be situated as T am now in the matter of
possessing frlands in high station whe might aid me,
I feel thet Halen and I should not neglect an oppor-
tuaity sueh as this,

If you can see your way clear to asnist me T shall
be forever grateful. and, if you cannot, then I shall
understand.

Cordially,

(Signed): N®IL.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

One coriginal copy cnly.
Feb,
For the President

From the Under Secretary.

I am telegraphing you a secret message Just received from
Bullitt. The Secretary, who 1s still laid up in bed, has
asked me te let you know that neither he nor I know any-
thing about the "measures" menticned in the last paragraph
of Bullitt's telegram. The message reads as [ol.ows:

"At luncheon teday a member of the Superlor War
Council, Gemeral Requin, was accompanield by the general
of whom Daladier has spoken to be made head of the Army
General Staff, General Georges, The latter sald informa-
tion on the following lines had been recelved from persons
considered entirely reliable by the 3taff and connected
iyith the Secret Service,

"Firat: That the Itallan Chief of Gtate, after hesi-
tating Tfor some time, has made up his mind toc go ahead with
his demunds acgainst the Frencin and to make war if whal he
wonts should be rejected by France,

"Second: On February 14 he had been promised by
Hitler that the full support of Germany would be behind him
ngainst the French and that Italy would have Germany as an

ally in war in case of necessity.
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"Third: A mebilization had been started oy Vussolini
in a quiet way, He has aow betwoen 350,000 and 400,000
reservists iﬁ arms, not counting the reguiar classes in
military training service. By the first of Maréh the
mobilized strength of the Army of Italy would be prousht
Lo 1,000,000 men as a result of orders Wussolini had
issgued,

"Fourth: The number of trocps in Libya has now becn
brousht up to 100,000 oy further concentrations there,
The greater part of the aviation forces of Icaly was
belng assembled in Libya and in sicily,

"Fifth: Not only hiih German oificers, technicians
and aviators but also a grest number of Gepman soldiers

had becn sent to Libya in addition toc the Italian troops.

"There was no juestion about the authenticity of
this infermatlon in the mimds of both the generals above
mentioned. They themselves believe tha: the camjaign
of intimidation would be bejun by Mussolini about the
1st cf March and thal about the end of March it wa.s
likely that Italy and Germany would strike,

"I know both Requin and Georzes so well that I do not
believe thney .ould color thelr statements to me in any
way. In my opinion this information must be tuken most
seriously with regard to the Intentions of Mussolini,

"It was stated Ly Gen:ral Georges that so sericusly
hal this information bean taken by the General Staff that

Tunisia ha! been ordered tuis morning to be placed



imrediately upon a war footing, Already troops from
Alglers =ere beinz moved Tunisia, A8 a sldelizht,
Georges added that excellent anti-alrerart guns of Swias
mike, to the number of ninety, which had been brought
from Sjpain by Negrin's suldiers, were already en route tc
Tunis,

It seems appropriate to Su.sest that certain measures
which I believe was considerad might have a ccoling effect
upcn Italy and which were discussed when I was in the
United States should be considered and Frepared for jutting

into immedlate effect during the next four or five weeks."

HULL



Personal and Paris, Februery 21, 1939,

Dear Mr. President:

This letter is for you alone end I hope you will
answer it by cable immediately.

About the Sth of February, Guy La Chembre said
to me that Lindbergh had informed him that on a recent
trip to Germeny, he had ascertained that the German
Government would be glad to sell Benz motors of about
1050 horsepower to France. La Chambre sald that he
was thinking of purchasing three of these motors to try.
He asked me if I thought there would be any hostile re-
sction in the United States, if it should become known
that the French Government had purchased three German
Benz motors in Germany. I replied that I did not think
there would be eany hostlile reaction; in fact, pecple
would consider it rather clever of the French to have
got exasmples of the best German airplane motors for
thorough inspection.

Last

The Honorable

Franklin Delano Roosevelt,

President of the United States of America,

The White House.
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Lest evening Guy La Chambre called on me and
sald that he had just had a mosat importent conver-
sation with Daledier and that Daladier had esked him
to speek to me, and that no one else in the French
Government had or would have any knowledge of the
metter that he was ebout to bring up. Daladier
especially did not wish Bonnet and the other members
of the Quai d'Orsay to know about it as they were
thoroughly unreliable.

Guy La Chembre then seid thet the French Alir
Attaché in Berlin had just returned to Paris and had
reported es follows: General Udet had sent for him
end had stated that Lindbergh had seid to General
Mileh that the French might like to purchase some
Gernan airplene motors for which they would be pre-
pared to pay cash in free exchange, cquite aside from
any compensation sgreements. Udet then seld that
Generel Milch had spoken to Goering; that Goering had
spoken to Hitler who had approved the transaction;

and that Goering hed directed him (Udet) to inform the

French Air Atteché in Berlin that the Cerman Govermment

would be gled to sell to the French Government three
hundred Benz motors for delivery about December 1979

or



or January 1940,

Guy La Chambre said that the French Air Attaché
wes now in Peris weiting for e messege to cerry back
to the Germean Government. The first observetion that
he, La Chembre, had made was that delay in delivery of
these motors made any such proposal of doubtful value;
second, thet if any such proposal went through, the
French must have ten of these motors for immediate in-
spection; third, that the entire matter would have to
be considered most carefully before a decision should
be made. He had, therefore, ordered the French Air
Atteché to remain in Paris for the moment and he and
Deladier hed consulted.

Their decision was thet it would be desirable to
order these three hundred motors not because of the
addition thet they would make to France's air strength--
there would be too few of them to make much difference
and in case of war it would be impossible to get perts
to repair eny of them -= but because of the improvement
that might be produced by such an order in the diplo-
metie relations between France and Germany, and because
news of such a deal would tend to make the Italians less
sure of German support.

The
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The question that Deladier wished to put up
to me was whether or not the news of the purchase
of three hundred eirplene motors by France fram
Germany would produce an unfortunate effect on
public opinicon in the United Stetes.

I replied that I could not answer such a question.

La Chembre said thet he and Daladier had expected
me to meke Just this reply and whet Daladier wanted
was for me to communicate with you personally and ask
your perscnal opinion of the deal.

I said that I considered the question filled
with high explosive and did not believe it should be
handled by telegraph; that you were at the moment on
& cruiser in the Caribbean and would not return until
the fourth of larch: and that I believed that 1f Daladier
wished to get your reaction to this proposel, he could
not obtain It until after March fourth at the earliest.

La Chembre seid that he would delay replying to
the Germens untll after your returan.

I don't know whether or not you will care to ex-
press any opinion whetscever; but even if you want to

refuse to reply, please send me immedletely a telegram

to



I

to thet effect. Guy La Chambre seld that a mere

indication from you thet the reaction in America
would be unfortunste, would be sufficient to kill
the deal.

Personally, I don't like the smell of it. I
do not believe that there is any real approach by
Germany toward friendship with France. It seems to
me that the test should be: Will Cermany agree to
deliver three hundred motors next month to France?
They have plenty in stock to speare.

You know all sbout the possible resction in Americs
and I know little, so I wish you would let me know
exactly whet you think. I do belleve that whatever
indicetion you tell me to give to Daladier will be
decisive. I shall, of course, merely menticn the

matter verbally. Please telegraph at once.

Guy La Chembre also sald to me that during the
same converset ion in whieh he had talked over this
matter with Daladier, he hed had two shocks. He had
understood, as I had from our last conversation with
Deladier and Paul Reynaud, that it had been decided
to exercise the opticns for the additionsl one hundred

twenty



twenty Mertins and an additional one hundred Douglases.
Deladier now appeared to be doubtful becasuse of the
size of the expenditures in foreign aircraft -- the
decision having been made to buy & large quantity of
Rolls-Royce Merlin motors and this Germen order being
in prospect.

The French options on these additicnal Americen
plenes do not expire until March 12th and Guy Le Chambre
sald thet he believed Daledier would take up the options
before that time.

The second shock was that although he thought it
wes all fixed for him to go as Ambassador to Weshington,
Daladier had said to him that Georges Bonnet had just
ebout persusded him that Jules Henry should be sent as
French Ambassedor to Vieshington end asked him if he
wanted another diplomatic post. He had said that he
did not went eny other diplomatic post and if Daledier
should decide to send Henry instead of himself to Wash-
ington, he would prefer toc remain as Minister for Air.

Please cable me as cryptically es you like. I
shall understand,

Love and a lot of it.

N :1\




Fersonal and Paris, February 22, 1939.
ecret.

Dear Mr. Presldent:

This is snother letter for your most private eye.
And as you read it, you will chortle, remembering the
dey when we cooked up the Johnson Act and predicted
that we would make those chickens come home to roost.

Paul Reynaud, Minister of Filnance, telephoned
yesterday and said that he had a matter of the utmost
importance about which he wished to speak tc me at once.
He ceme in today. He seld thet he had become convinced
that France must meke lmmedistely a settlement of her
debt to the United States. No such obstacle to perfect
relat ions between France and the United States could be
permitted to exist any longer. (You will recall my
telegram No. 276 of February 13, 10 P. M.).

Reyneud went on to say that France at the present

time
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time had eighty-seven billion frencs in gold. IHe would
be prepared to hend over to the United States ten
billion francs in gold at once with the stetement that
whereas France, during a period of great economic and
financisl stress had been unable to make payments on
her debt to the United Stetes, now that the financial
gsituetion had improved, France desired to resume payments.
He added that he did not propose that this should be a
final settlement of the debt, but only theat such payment
in & lump sum should be accepted by the Govermnment of the
United States as sufficlent evidence of good fzith to
relieve France from the restrictions of the Johnson Act.
He went on to say that he knew that ten billion
france, which wes an enormous sum for France, representing
as it did about fifteen percent of the French war chest,
wes & smell sum for the United States, representing es
{t did only about three hundred million dollars. The
gaerifice from the French point of view, however, when
Frence was threatened by war, was enormous. He hoped
that this would be appreciated in the United States

and thet such a payment might be considered sufficient
to
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to 1lift the restrictions of the Johnson Act.

I replied thet I thanked him most heartily for
what he hed said; thet I was certain that you would
be most happy to hear of this honorable proposal; but
I added that Congress controlled completely any debt
settlements and that Congress was most losth to deal
with the matter. I pointed out that the Hungariens
had made en offer which had been buried in committee,
and that e French offer of three hundred million dollers
in gold to settle a debt of many billions would probebly
not be regarded as good business by the Congress.

Reynaud seid that he understood this, but he felt
that you might be able to put the guestion on the basis
of fairness to &n honorable, democraetic and friendly
nation which desired to do what it could and could not
do more.

I then suggested that although the ten billion francs
in gold alone probably would not be acceptable to the
Americen Congress; ten billion francs plus X might pos-
sibly be acceptable; X to represent French possessions

which
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which we might desire for strategiec reasons.
Reynaud replied that in addition to the ten billion
francs, he felt it would be possible for Frence to
throw in Clipperton Island; the French interests in
the New Hebrides which they hold under e condiminium
with the British, and any other French possessions we
might fancy in either the Caribbean or the Pacific --
provided that such possessions did not have either a
large population or & great sentimental velue to France.
As an example of islands to be exeluded beceause of
their sentimental wvelue, he cited St. Plerre and Migquelon.
Since you collect stamps, you don't need to look
at the map: and you can count in your mind any islands
or other territories that France possesses anywhere,
I heppen to recell a discussion we had in the White House
not long ago about the need for an American base somewhere
in the region of Venezuela end it occurs to me that
you might fancy French Guiana.
In any event, will you please get your imagination
to work furiously on this subject. I wish to God

that



that I could be with you in the White House for one
evening. Our inventions would be terrifiec! As it is,

I can only say that if you want any French territory,
plus ten billion francs in gold, in return for releasing
France from the operations of the Johnson Act, it looks
as 1f you might be able to get it.

Let me have a letter about this just as soon as you
possibly can. I do not believe that you should telegraph
with regard to it. Reynaud is extremely skeptical with
regard to the discretion of the French Foreign Office
end our Department of State, to say nothing of the
privaey of our telegrephic communications. He asked me
especially to refer this to you alone snd to avoid
absolutely official communications at this stage.

Speed is of the essence, If war should begin, the
French couldn't make a payment.

Don't you feel rather proud of the achievements of
our offspring? The carrot and the club is, after all,
not & bad formule in international dealings.

A large embrace and good luck.

Lok

William C. Bullitt.
—
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Personel and Paris, February 23, 1939.

Dear Mr. President:

4 few days ago while talking with Mandel
about the situation in French Indo-China &nd the
possibility of & Japanese attack on the French
railroad to stop the transit of supplies to Chinma,
s curlous thought struck me.

There is an Emperor of Annam. The Emperor
of Annam is not in default on eny debt to the Govern-
ment of the United States. The Emperor of Annam needs
girplenes to defend his kingdom. Suppose the Emperor
of Annam should wish to buy three or four or five
nundred airplenes in the United States. Suppose either
the Export-Import Benk or privete bankers should wish
to give credits of five years to the manufacturers of
the plenes in order that the business might be obtained.
Would either the Export-Import Bank or eny private

banker
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banker or group of bankers be forbidden to offer
such & credit to the manufaeturer by the Johnson Act?
I think not.

Would you like to have the Emperor of Annam buy
8 few hundred planes in the United States? And would
this sort of financing be possible?

Pleese let me know the answer as 800N &8 you can.
If the answer should be yes, you may count on seeing
8 representative of the Emperor of Annam arrive in-

cognito in the United States for the purchase of planes.

L i

————

Blessings.



Paris, March 18, 1939,
Fersonal and Gwwdidedielil.,

Dear Mr. Presildent:

I thank you profoundly for having had Welles
make that statement about Czechoslovakia. My
feeling that we had to say a word for human decency
increased in intensity every hour that the word re-
mained unsaid. It was splendidly done and, coupled
with your brief indication with regard to the need
for a change in the Neutrality Act, will have some
effect at least in Europe.

I like also your action in continuing to re-
cognize the Minister of Czechoslovakia as the re-
presentative of his country. I remember telling
you some years ago one of the few facts that I have
ever been able to tell you that you did not know
already, to wit: that, during all the years when

Foland

The Honorable
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Poland had ceased to exist as a sovereign state, the
Turkish Sultans invariably invited the Polish Ambassa-
dor, who d4id not exist, to every Court function, and
at the beginning of each Court function, in the pre-
sence of the Ambaassadors of Germany, Austria, and
Russia, the Court Chamberlain announced to His Imperial
Majesty the Sultan: "The Polish Ambassador begs to be
excused as he is aslightly indispoged.”

That always seemed to me one of the really gen-
tlemanly gestures in human history, and I am glad
that, at least for the moment, we are following this
example of the Osmanlis.

Henceforth in Europe diplomatic action will be
almost impossible. A minimum of good faith is neces-
gary for civilized intercourse, and Hitler has proved
gevenfold that he is an unsecrupulous liar.

My guess 1s that by this time next year you will
wish that you had an American Army of two million men
ready for action. I hope that does not prove to be
true; but I fear it will. The War Department today
is perhaps even more important than the Navy Department
because in the Navy what needs to be done has been done,
and in the War Department nearly everything remains to
be done,

Blessings and good luck.

Yours affectionately,

Tﬂ'ﬁﬂ"'gllitt.
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Paris, March 23, 1939,

Dear Mr. President:

Following our cryptic telephone conversation,
the French Minister ruriﬁir decided to let the
negotiations for the purchase of three hundred
Daimler-Benz airplane motors from Germany die an

immediate and natural death.

< sl A

Yrs.

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,
Washington, D. C.



Private and , Paris, March 23, 1939,
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Dear Mr., President:

Tonight Hitler is on his wey to Memel. He will
soon be meking plans to visit other spots in Europe.
Some dey someone will heve enough guts to pull a trig-
ger and the affair will begin. The British seem to
be aweke at last and the French definitely are aweke.

I wish you could have been here during the past
few days to see how a nation should react to a tragic
situation.

As you know, in the past three days the French
have mobilized two classes and an extra hundred thousand
specialists - including one of my kitchen boys. Everyone
believes that war is inevitable and thet it will come
quickly. ZEvery scldier has gone with a culet resolution
that is beyond praise and the wives and mothers and chil-
dren have been just as calm.

Hitler's invesion of Bohemle and Moravia produced

a
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e curious result. It convinced every Frenchman and
every French woman that no promise of the dictators
was to be rel ied on; that words were useless; and

that Hitler could be stopped by nothing but force.

As & result, there 1s a curious serenity from one

end of France to the other. There is no vaeillation
or mourning. The spirit of the people is incomparebly
better then in 1914 and far better even than the
apirit last September. The quiet courage and serenity
in France today 1s the only manifestation in a long
time that has mede me proud to be a member of the
humen race.

The Germen geme is obvious and is based on the
elementary principle of millitary strategy that it 1s
wise to strike where your opponents are weeskest and
defeat them in deteil before their forces can be
concentrated. Czechoslovakia hes gone. Memel has gone,
and an effort will be mede to establish a virtual
protectorate over Lithuania. The Poles then will have
three Germen fronts to defend. They may not be the
next on the list becsuse Hungery, Rumenie and Yugcslavie

may
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may be disintegrated by the pressure and threats
which were used in the case of Czechoslovakie and
Memel.

If those countries go, the pressure on Poland
will be terrific, since the Poles will be eble to
look forward only to the horror of being once again
the battleground for Germens and Russians.

If the Poles should cave in without fighting,
the next turn would doubtless be that of France, If
there were no friends or allies to the eastward, there
would be a terrible temptation to France to meke huge
concessions to buy off Itely. That obvicusly would
only delay the day of attack on Frence == and who can
sey thet under those circumstances, Great Britain would
not prefer to meke her peace with Germany at the expense
of France rather than risk an mlmost certain defeat.

The above 1is, I believe, the German reasoning.
The moral for us is that unless some nation in Europe
stands up to Germany quickly, France and Englend may
face defeat and such defeat would meen the French and
British fleets in the hands of the Germans and the
Italians, We should then heve the Japs in the Pacifie

and
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and en overwhelming fleet egainst us in the Atlantie.

You know this elready end I apologize for re-
peating it. The important thing is that the people
of the United States don't yet know 1t.

If European war should begin, I bellieve the
Americen people unanimously would say, "Send supplies
to the ellies but never, never, never an American
soldier.” I believe that even though the countries
of Europe should fell under Germen domination, one by
one, and even though it should seem that France and
England were goling to be defeated, the American people
would not desire toc declare war on Germany unless
Germany had committed direct acts of aggression agesinst
the United States or American citizens.

I believe, however, that such acts of aggression
would be committed and that after not more than a year
of European war, the Americen people would desire to
declare war on Germany.

At this point, it seems to me worthwhile to enter
the realm of pure imegination. Here are my imaginings.

The only greet army on the side of decency is the

French
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French Army; the British have even less of an army
than we have end it is even worse in all respects
than our own. If the French Army should be licked
because it simply did not have enough men to put in
line ageinst three times the number of Italians and
Germens, that would be the end of Englend elso =-- in
spite of the British fleet. The vital point, therefore,
if war starts, will become the meaintenance of the
strength of the French Army.

Amer icens will begin to realize that fact and
will begin to wish to strengthen the French Army -- when
it will be too late to create an American Army to inter=
vene in time.

We ought to create that army now,

I know from our conversations of last October
that you aere working on the nuestion of industrial
preperation for war all the way from the production of
powder down. I think we should stert to produce soldiers
as well.

If you bring the present reguler army end the

National Guard to full strength immediately, you will

have



have a considerable number of men trained in the
rudiments of war, But I would like to stick this
thought in your mind. If we should try to send an
American Army to Europe as an Jjmerican Army with ell
services, the preperation would teke much too long and
the net result would be the seme as the result when
Pershing attacked in the reglon of Montfeucon. Half-
trained artillery officers would fire at night into
their own troops and everything that we should accomplish
would cost us five times es much as the cost to the
Germans.

I believe, therefore, that if we ere drawn into
war, while our eventual objective should be the creation
of an American Army in France, we should train the half
million men thet you may be able to get ready fairly
quickly in the reguler Army end the National Guard, and
send them over to France to be brigaded with the French
Army, one regiment to & Division. Thus they would be
well led and well trained.

Pershing's mistake was the creation of an inde-
pendent American Army too quickly. The troops should
remain brigaded with the French until they really become

vete rans.
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veterans. This seems to me elementary common sense
and under war conditions the people of the United

States, in spite of the wish to heve an independent
Americen Army, would see the point and support you.

I doubt if you could get any General now high
in the War Department or the field to support such
& program. They would neturelly want a fully inde=
pendent American Army to be created at the earliest
possible moment. It would be their great chance to
command and they would not wish to be brigaded with
the French.

You may have some General at the present time
in the Army thet I know nothing about, but it ocecurs
to me that unless you should have someone who could
see this point, it might be worthwhile to bring back
Douglas MacArthur, who would have to accept eny con-
ditions in advence that you might care to impose on
him, end send him to direect our activities in France.

A letter of this sort may make you think that I
em already marching into Berlin. I am not, and I hope
to God that the whole trein of events listed above as
a possibility -- by no means a certasinty -- which I

have
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have predicted, may never come to pasa. I do feel
sure, however, thet it is essentiel that we should
begin instantly to train e great army. It is equally
essential that we should know that if we should be
drawn in, we would went to send as many men as pos-
sible to be brigaded with the French.

I wish T could talk this over with you because
in order to avoid making this letter endless, I am
obliged to state everything baldly end crudely. You
will make your own rectifications end you will know
enyhow that I am not quite so dumb as I may sound.

Love and good luck.

Yours affectionately,

_ B
Williem C. Bullitt.

——
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March 24, 1939.

P, 5. The pouch has not yet left so that I can
edd this comment.

If Poland should reject the British offer of en
allience, as seems possible, all resistance to Gernmany
would cease to the eastward of the French boundaries. The
strength which Hitler end Mussolini could bring asgainst
the French Army after a few weeks or months of orgenization
of Centrel and Eastern Europe would bLe such that the
temptation to France and England to sulmit to Germany
would be colossel.

If they should fight, they would fight under con-
ditlions which probably would mean repid defeat. If they
should submit, South America would be next on the Hitler
program.

I know how hard the political task will be for you,

but I em certain that the best time for us to create a

reael army is today.

W.C.B.



Paris, March 23, 1939,

Dear Mr. President:

You asked me to write you about my conversations
with Roy Howard. Life is moving too fast for me to
be able to find time to give you the comedy which no
doubt is what you want.

The only important thing from a political point
of view is that Roy, after visiting most of the
countries of Europe, seems to have developed a sincere
and violent admiration for your foreign policy. He
says he has the greatest desire to cooperate closely
with you after his return to the United States. He
adds that he has a feeling that someone must have been
poisoning your mind against him because he can not
understand otherwise how it happens that although he
agrees with all your objectives and almost all your

measures,
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meagures, you seem to remain so aloof from him (I
can hear you groan!).

Nevertheless, I think it would be good politics
to invite him to have lunch with you at the White
House as soon as he gets back from Europe. He has
made some interesting observations and you won't be
bored.

Good luck.

Yra.

_Oi
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This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- PARIS

forg being communicated

to anyone. (D) Dated March 23, 1939

Rec'd 4:30 ps ms

Secretary of State,

Washington,

552, liarch 23, 5 p. m,.

PERSOILL AND ST FOR THE PRESIDEWT.

S —_— = T —

aladier spoke to me today with regard to the matter

c¢iscursed in my letter of February 22, He said that he
himself had initiated the proposal and that he was deter-
mined to push it through, Bincs& has the power to
govern by deeree at the present time this means something,.

He was not at all horrified by the idea of .
He said that he considered 1t entirely reasonable and added
that there were approximately fifty points where it might
applys Ille believed that no one was so well gualified as
Jean Lopnet to bandle this matter and he would send onnet
a personal telegram today asking him to return to Paria
from Hew York for a few days to discuss the matter and to
return immediately to America,

Daladier added that on Momnet's arrival in Parls he
would wish to have a discussion with Monnet and myself,

If you have any ideaa that you think I ocught to have

in



2-#5562, From Paris,Mar,23,5p.md

in mind cduring such a discussion you might transmit them
to me by letter in the %ﬂuﬂh immediately, Donlt
gend & your vliews unless you think I need them. I you
could zive me some peErsonal indication for my information
but not revetition as to the direction in which my

geography 1s wrongi I should be obliged. To be of use,

this would hove to reach meg by the first pouch,

BULLITT

IPL
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Secretary of Etatz\,\

Washington.

Hﬁc'd 4:30 pe M,

-~ WELL ES LEH

552, March 23, 6 pe. m.

PERSON.,.L /ND &@®8¥ FOR THE PRESIDENT.

Daladier spoke to me today with regard to the matter
discussegd in my letter of February 22, He said that he
himself had initiated the proposal and that he was deter-
mingd to push it through. Since B&k has the power to
govern by deecree at the present time this means something,

He was not at all horrifiecd by the idea of (X,

He said that he considered it entirely reasonable and added

that there were approximately fifty points where 1t might
applye He believed that no one was so well qualified as
Jean jionnet to handle this matter and he would send iHonnet
a personal telegram today asking him to return to Paris
from Hew York for a few days to discuas the matter and to
return immediately to America,

Daladier added that on Monmnetls arrival in Paris he
would wish to have a discussion with Monnet and myself.

If you have any ideas that you think I ought to have

in
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2-#552, From Paris,Mar.23,5p.m.

in mind during such a discussion, you might transmit them
to me by letter 1anE:nr1dzntiqipouch immediately, Don't
send £ your views unless you think I need them, If you
could ~ive me some personal indiecation for my information
but not revetition as to the direction in which my
geogrophy is wrong I should be obliged. To be of UsSE,

this would have to reach me by the first pouch,

BULLITT

HPL
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Thls telegram must be
closely paraphrased he- Paris
fore belng communicated
to anyones (D) Dated March 25, 1939

Rec'd 12:20 pam.

Secretary of State,

Washington,

5656, March 25, 1 p.ms

JMARST AND PERSONAL FOR THE SECRETARY,

e ——

I had a long trlk with Otto of Hapsburg last night,
He is surprisingly intelligent and has extracrdinary
sources of Information in Austria and Germany which it
would be indisereet for me to describe,

He stated to me with accompanying detalls which
carri ed complete convlction as to the accuracy of the
report the following: On elther the ninth or tenth of
March, he had forgotten which, Hitler at Berchtesgaden
stated to three leaders of the National Soclalist movement
in Austrlia that he vould selze Czechoslovakia on the
fourteenth of Marchy that he would take control of all the
reat Central and Eastern Europe this summer: that in 1940
he would wipe France and the French race from the map and
would reduce Great Britain to serfdom. In the year 1941,
using sll the resources of Europe, he would conquer the
United States by a joint attack with Japan on North and
Socuth America,

As



-2= #6565, March 25, 1 p.m,, from Paris,

As I have indicated above I believe Hitler sald
this,

In view of the speed with which resistance to Hitler
1s collapsing in Central ond Eastern Europe I am not sure
that he will have to wolt until next year to make his
attempt to wipe out France, and reduce England to
vassalage,

His recent atiempt to acquire cir baoses in Iceland
is considered by the French to have been o step on his

way toward the United Stntes.

BULLITT
HPD



Personal and Paris, April 3, 1939.

Dear Mr. President:

If you saw the April 8, 1939, issue of the
SATURDAY EVENING POST end reed the erticle entitled,
"The Great World Money Play"; sub-titled "The Story
of Henny Penny at the Treasury", by Joseph Alsop
and Robert Kintner, you doubtless were as shocked as I
am,

The facts in this article are absolutely =sccurate,

although presented in the form of a farce melo-

drama.
These
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These facts could be known only to the Secretary
of the Treasury, and the internsl evidence is sufficient
proof thet they were supplied to Alsop end Kintner either
by Henry or one of his subordinates acting under his
orders.

Incidentally, before I left Washington lest January,
Henry told me thet he intended to supply feects to Alsop
and Kintner for an article on himself to appear in the
SATURDAY EVINING POST, and added that they haed agreed
to let him correct and approve the erticle before pub-
lication,.

The artlecle contains accurate reports of discussions
and highly confidentiel communications between the Covern-
ment of the United Stontes and the Governments of Great
Britein end France. It contalins figures drawn from con-
fidential telegrams in confidentlal codes of the DNepartment
of State. It contains statements by and sbout Englishmen,
Frenchmen, Cermans and Dutchmen of the sort that the
Depertment of State is cereful to eliminate from any
publications mede by the Department even after fifteen
years, and even after the consent of the Govermment con-
cerned has been obtalned for the publication of records.

One
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One of the most shocking of these stetements is
to be found on pege 82, under the title of AUGUST 19:
"Cariguel disclosed that by eleven A. M., two million
dollars in gold had been lost to New York alone." As
you know, and as the Secretary of the Treasury knows,
Cariguel has no right whatever to make such statements
to Cochren. But Cariguel has trusted Cochran for years
and tells him the truth. If the SATURDAY EVENING POST
containing this statement comes to the attentlion of the
French Government, Cariguel unquestionably will be dis-
missed from his post at the Banque de France.

Among the facts contained in the article is the
statement, "Morgenthau wired Cochran: 'Please inform
Finance Minister Auriol that you have been instructed
by your Government to inform him thet we would prefer
that dreft document be presented sinultaneously.'"

This order to Cochran, published in the SATURDAY
EVENING POST on page 86 of the April 8, 1939 issue, is
taken verbatim from telegram No. 337, September 4, 7 P.M.,
1928, to this Mission in B=1l confident ial code which is
used for the confidentisl communicat ions of our missions

gll over the world.
On
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On the 10th of June, 1933, you signed H.R, 4220,
"All ACT For The Protection Of Government Records", which

reads as follows:

"That whoever, by virtue of hiis employment by the
United States, shall obtein from another or shall
heve custody of or access to, or shall have hed
custody of or access to, eny officiaml diplomat ie
code or any matter prepered in any such code, or
which purports to have been prepered in any such
code, and shall willfully, without authorizetion
or competent suthority, publish or furnish to
another any such code or MAVERE , Co i sarsonenioieai
shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned
not more than ten years,or both,"
The publication of the telegram quoted sbove elone
entitles the Secretary of the Treasury to be fined not

more then ten thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than
ten years, or both.

Without question eny British Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer or any French Minister of Finance who had acted
in this menner would be dismissed from his post at once
&nd prosecuted ecriminally under official secrets acts.

Cochran ssid to ne today that he feels his usefulness
not only in Paris but in every country in Zurone has been
destroyed by the publication of this article.

The Americasn Government hes been made contenptible,
and the careers of a lerge number of honorable men who

were



were 8o reckless as to have confidence in the American
Secretary of the Treasury have been pleced in jeopardy.
I hope thet the Republicans will be dumb enough
not to demand a Congressional investigstion of this matter
which would compel you to order Henry's prosecution by
the Attorney General.
I fesl that in the interest of dlsecipline in the
Government service, you will heve to take action.
Apologies,

Yours effectionately,

(£ 504

Williem C. Bullitt.



April 4, 1929,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT.

In telegram No, 630, dated April 4th, 5 p.n.,
snd received by the Department of State marked "Peresonal
and Secret for the President", Ambassador Bullitt gtated
that he had lunched on April fourth with Mesers. Monnet,
Reynaud and Daladler and that they talked over the matter
of X, Ambassador Bullitt etated that the conversation
wee serlous and eatisfactory and that i1t wae declded to
let the complete question rest with the Preeldent's
tmagination, He concluded by addlng that the Presldent
would have a visitor knocking at the door after hle

return to Waehington.
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Personal and Paris, April 4, 1939.

Dear Mr, President:

I lunched todey with Daladier, Paul Reynaud and
Jean Monnet. Daladier and Reynaud releted what they
hed said to me about the French debt, end all four of
us then discussed every aspect of the gquestion.

Daladier sald that, since he had the power to
govern by decree, he could do anything he pleased about
the debt, and stated that he did not care how many
islends it might be necessary tc turn over to the United
States if only the question could be settled.

Reynsud,on the other hand, pointed out that, at
a moment when Daledier hed reiterated his determination
not to give up one inch of French soil to Itely or
eny other country, it would be a bit inconsistent to
hend over French territory to the United States and
suggested that if we wanted some islends they might be

given
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given to us on the basis of & 99-year concession
without transfer of sovereignty or a perpetusl leesse
of bases or some other legal formula. Daledier seemed
untroubled by this argument.

The upshot of the discussion wes this: Two pro-
posals were approved:

The first, that the French Government should pey
et once to the Government of the United States either
ten or fifteen percent of the gold reserve of the Banque
de France -- (the figure of ten billion frencs wes sug-
gested by Reynaud) -- as & gesture of good will, with the
explanation that Frence, now that there weas some improve-
ment in the French financiasl position, desired to recog-
nize in this concrete form the obligation of Frence to
pay its debt to the Government of the United Stetes.

It waes clearly understood that this proposal could
not relieve France from the operation of the Johnson Act.
It was bel ieved, however, that such & peyment might re-
move soreness in America caused by the defeult.

The second proposel was thet an attempt should be
made through a payment of ten billion franes plus X,
remresenting an unspecified number of unspecified islends,
which might be useful to the United States as naval or
airplene bases, to settle the entire questlon of the debt.

Monnet
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Monnet expressed the opinion that even if the
Johnson Act end the Neutrality Act should be repealed,
it would be impossible for either the French or British
Governments at the present time to float large loans in
the open market in the United States. Reynaud replied
thaet he believed 1t would be possible for the French
Govermment to obtain very considersble long-term credits
from the large banks in New York. He stated that Winthrop
Aldrich had teld him & few days ago that the Chese National
Bank would be prepared to extend credits in very large
emounts, if not forbidden by the Johnson Act.

Monnet and I pointed out that decision as to the
advisabllity or inadvisability of either proposal must
rest with you, beceuse you alone could know what effect
either proposal would have on American public opinion
and on the Congress.

Finelly, it was decided thet you and you alone could
decide which proposel, if either, might or might not be
desirable.

I said and repeated that, even though you might con-
sider one of these proposals desirable, you would wish to
be extremely careful sbout the timing of any such proposal.

Public
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Public opinion in the United States at the moment weas
so aroused, emotional, and at once sympathetic and sus-
pleious, that & proposal which might not be accepteble
one week might be acceptable the next week.

It was finally agreed thet Monnet should return to
the United States in the near future, cerrying a personal
letter from Daladier to you empowering him to negotiate.
It was understood that if you end he should work out a
proposal that seemed satisfactory, the French Govermnment
would egree to meke such a proposel at such moment as
you might indicate.

Both Daled ier and Paul Reynaud are convinced that
Germany will precipitate general war in Europe before
the 15th of May. (I think this is poassible but by no
means certain.) They are, therefore, most anxious to
act quickly. They both saild that they wished I would
return to the United States with Monnet to try to work
out the matter. I replied that I did not see how I could
leave Paris at the present time. Both Daladier and Reyneud
insisted, saying that I understood the French point of
view completely end that it would be worthwhile for me to
go home for a short time to work out this question.

Monnet's
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Monnet's father has just had a stroke of apoplexy
and Monnet left Paris this afternoon to spend two or
three days in Cognac. He promised Daladier to see him
the moment he returned to Peris.

I anticivete, therefore, the following development.
Llonnet will arrive in Washington soon after your return
from Warm Springs armed with a letter from Deladier,

I hope that you will have him come over to the White House
some evening elone. It mekes no difference whether you
invite him to come for dinner or after dinner, because

he 1ls one person who hes no false pride.

You will find him, as usual, utterly honest-minded
end utterly discreet. I think you ocught to see him alone
and explore all the possibilities, knowing that you can
talk with him as indiscreetly as you like, and thet there
wlll be no indiscretions. If you can work out something
with him, he ought to write Daladier exactly whet you
think should be done, and 1f Daladier agrees, the formal
proposal should be made to me here. Then you should pick
your moment. Don't have Henry the Morgue in on your
first conversation., The SATURDAY EVENING POST article
of April 8, 19239, has made everyone belleve that even
the most confldentlial communicetions with Henry will be

published by him,

Reynaud,



Reynaud, towerd the close of our conversation,
brought up the point that the French Govermment had
agreed to meke a settlement with the British Govermment
on all fours with any settlement of its debt to the
Government of the United States. He added thet he was
confident thet the British Government would waive this
right, ir the ﬁraneh Government should ask to have it
weived. It was sgreed that nothing should be said to
the British Government about the proposed negotiation
with you unless and until you and Monnet should have
reached agreement as to the desireble procedure,

Both Deladier and Peul Reynaud are genuinely en-
thusiastic about the idea. Just to test them out, I
threw & bit of cold water, and Monnet poured & lot more.
They were unguenched.

Congress might be willing to accept a debt settlement
on the "plus X" basis, if you could present it personelly
to the chief leaders as a great piece of business: 1. e,
before the cataclysm, you hed been sble to hornswaggle
something of real velue to the United States out of
France in exchenge for debts sbout to become worthless,

Monnet



Monnet understeands so well both Americen end
French opinion that I feel I could mot be of much
use during your discussions with him. However, I
have no obfections to hopping the YANKEE CLIFPER
if you want me.

Love and good luck.

Yours affectionately,

3‘1:@ S AT

1 C. Bullitt.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Warm Springs, (a.,
April 4, 1939,

MEMORANDUM FOR
AMBASSADOR BULLITT

Will you look into this
and let me know?



( UNDER SECAETARY'S FAPER)

1Hl;?"

Dear Mr, President!

Before replying to the letter from Countess
Gispusantl, vhieh I return herewlitk, I venture %o
sugpeet that 1t mipht be prudent %o ask #1111
Bullitt to check up on her identity and affilistions.
I have, therefore, made & copy of Ler letter to
you end 1f and vhen a eatlefactory anewer ip¢ forth-
coming from BEill Bullitt I shall submit for your
sprrovel g Araft engwer.

Felthfully yours,

gnmnar $eilot

Fnoloesure:
Letter from
Counterr ausanti.

The Freeldent,

The White House.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 10, 1939,

MEMORANDUM FOR
AMBASSADOR BULLITT

Anything in this?

F. D. R,

Newspaper clipping headed HITLER
EMBASSY IN FRANCE LEADS ATTACKS

ON U. 8.
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This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be- PARIS
fore being communlicated
to anyone, (D) Dated April 10, 1939

ReEeld 7 p. ma

Secretary of State,

Washington,

603, April 10, 7 p. m, (SECTION ONE)

PENSOUAL A1D STRICTLY Clleeeeiessasey ‘01 THE PRESTOET
AllD TiE SECRETARY.

AL this moment words no matter how wise have small
effect on Hitler and Mussolini, They are still sensitive
to acta. I realize fully that publie opinion in the
United States 1s not yet acutely aware of the ultimate
menace to the American continents inveolved in the present
activities of Germany, Italy and Japan. I venture to
susgest for your consideration nevertheless the following
unleas this -- with the full realization that at this
distance I cannot judge whether or not they are within
the rculm of political poasibility:

Ongs I trust that you will put inte effect imme-
diately the measure designed to prevent all payments to
Italy which we discussed in draft form when last I was
in Washingzton,

Twos



2-#693, From Paris,Apr,10,7p.me
(Secs One)

Twos I believe that in considering the question
of tiie defense of the United States and the Amerlcas
1t would be extremely unwise to eliminate from consldera-
tion the possibility that Germany, Italy, and Japan may
win o comparatively speedy victory over France and
England, Under those clrcumstances the British and
French fleets micht fall into the hands of our enemies,
If ir view of this possibility you ure thinking of asking
Congresa to increase either the amy or the navy, or hoth,
T belicve that czuch o request at this moment would have
an immedinte ehilling effect on Hitler and Mussolini.

(EI'D SECTION ONE)

BULLITT

NPL
EMB
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This telegram must be

closely paraphrased be= PARIS

fore being cormunicated

to anyone, (D) Dated April 10, 1939

dectd 6:35 pe ms

Secretary of State,

Washingtons

693, April 10, 7 pe me (SECTION TWO)

Three, I am eEntirely uninformed as to your strategic
plans ror our fleet but I wenture to auggest that 1f the
fleet sliould be sent now elther to Honolulu or the
Philippinea the Japanese would not dare to send an
expedition against Singapore.

Four, The influence of the United States in Bulgaria
is I believe still strong., I believe it might be most
important if you should instruct Atherton to say to the
Bulgarian Government, and keep on saying, that weg, as
frierds of the Bulgarian people, hope that the Bulgarlan
Government wlll not again choose the side of early
victories and ultimate defeat in a great international
conflicts

Fives I Dbelleve the British are digging thelr own
grave by refusing to Ilntroduce conseription and by con-
tinuing to count on the goeod faithh of Musaolini. If you

agreE
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2-#693, From Paris,Apri.l0,7p.m.
(SEc. Two)

agree with this opinion I think i1t might be most helpful
if you should ask the British Ambassador in Washington
why the British Government has not Iintroduced con-
scription and why it has not sent ships to Corfu.

(END OF MESSAGE)

BULLITT

EM
NPL
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 10, 1939,

HEMORANDUY FOR
AMBASSADOR BULLITT

In great oonfidenag,run
your eye over these propdsed
promotions and give me your

slant as fast as you can,

F. D. R,



Personal and Paris, April 23, 1939.
Ftia ]

Dear Mr. President:

Your memorandum of April 10th asking me to give
you my opinion on the proposed promotions in the
Foreign Service reached me only yesterday. I shall get
this letter into our NORMANDIE pouch day after fomorrcw
so that you should have it before the first of lMay.

The list of officers nominated for promotion is
curiously uneven. There are a few excellent men on it;
a few who are definitely bad, and many who represent en-
trenched mediocrity.

Personally, I hate to see feeble incompetents pro-
moted to the higher renks of the Service. In the loﬁg
run the upper classes of the Service bécome cluttered
up with men who can not fill important posts with dis-
tinction. When the Department of State has money for

promotions,

The Honorable
Franklin Delano Roosevelt,

President of the United States of Americe,

The White House.



promotions, I believe the promotions should go to men

who may be expected to become intensely valuable government

servants.
The only persons that I am certain should be pro-

moted are the following:

Class 4 to Class 3.

Donald R. Heath

Class 5 to Class 4,

James E. McKemna
John J. Muccio

Class 6 to Class 5.

S. Walter Washington

Class 7 to Class 6.

Joseph L. Brent
Landreth Harrison
Miss Frances E. Willis

Class 8 to Class 7.

Ware Adams

Robert D. Coe

Iverett Drumright
Elbridge Durbrow

Hugh Corby Fox
Nathaniel Lancaster, Jr.
Arthur R. Ringwalt

Eric C. Wendelin

Unclassified A to Class 8.

Stephen E. Aguirre
Douglas Flood

Frenk Schuler, Jr.
William C. Trimble



I do not want to burden you with my opinions about
everyone on the list; but there are some that I believe
positively should not be promoted.

J. Webb Benton is a sissy whose life is occupied

by his relationship with his aged mother from whom he is
inseparable. le is a perfect example of the "tea-hound,
cake-eater™ type that happily is becoming less frequent

in the Service.

Ralph C. Busser is a dodo Baptist veterinarian who

will be sixty-five years of age and ripe for retirement

on the third of next January. His promotion is suggested
to you obviously merely in order to give him a higher
pension. I consider this sort of graft entirely improper;

J. Rives Childs is a wegkling with some money who

is totally dominated by his White Russian wife, whose
entire femily he carts about with him.

William de Courcy is another Baptist veterinarian who

will never be of any use except as & minor consular officer.

A. Dana Hodgdon was very nearly dismissed from the

Service some years ago because of his peculiar habit of
getting drunk regularly and attacking anj female within reach.
I have seen him in drunken action on several occasions. T
refused to have him in Moscow when the Department attempted
to assign him to the Mission there. Everyone with whom he

has worked has been inspired by a rapid desire to get rid
of



& &

of him. He is really awful.

On the subject of Gerald A. Drew, you can derive

ample infomation from any one of your friends who is
a deily habitué of the Mayflower and Shoreham bars.

Willard Galbraith is & gentleman who hit the bottle

so successfully when he wes @assigned to Honduras, and be-
haved in such an insulting manner to the Hondurans that
he was hopped out of the country by plane one jump ahead

of assassination.

Frederick P. Latimer, Jr., was assigned to Helsingfors

when you recognized the Soviet Union and did a great deal
of talking on the subject of two Communists -- F.D.R. and
W.C.B.

Among the other men on the 1list, there are few that
I know well. There may be geniuses eamong them, but most of
the ones I know slightly, =- like Hiram Bingham, Jr., and Homer
Byington, Jr.,-- are merely rather feeble sons of distingulshed
fathers.

I wish I could be of more use, but at any rate I am
certein that the men I have classified as deserving pro-
mot ions should be promoted, &and the ones that I have

classified as not deserving promotions should not be.

Incidentally,



Incidentally, you may wish to take this opportunity
to rectify a few injustices that are rather shocking.

You will remerber Robert F. Kelley, former Chief
of the Eastern Furopean Division of the Department of
Stete, who prepared all the documents for our negotiations
with Litvinov. When his Division was abolished, he was
appointed a Foreign Service Officer of Class III, and
sent as First Secretary of Embassy at Istanbul. He told
me confidentially at that time that Sumner had promised
to send him out in Cless II, with an early promotion to
Cless I. This was two years ago, and he is still Class III.
He really ought to be a Chief of Mission. Unquestionably,
he deserveé to be in Class II.

W. Perry George, Consul at Bordeaux, has not been
promoted for almost ten years. He is a very good of ficer
end is doing excellent work in Bordeaux. In fact he is
doing better work than any consul in France. The Department
has not promoted him because he incurred the wrath of Mr.
Wilbur J. Carr some years ago when he helped expose & visa
scandal in Buenos Aires. |

Paul C. Squire, now at Venice, was Consul at Nice
until a few weeks ago. He has not been promoted since 1930.
He is an intelligent, cultured, able officer and should be

promoted.



promoted.

If you should eliminate the names I have suggested
or others from the list of promotions, you might care to
“tell the Department that some of the money thus saved
should be used for the promotion of deserving clerks who,
as usual, are being neglected shamefully.

Blessings,

Yours affectionately,

William C. Bullitt.

Enclosures:
Secretary's letter with documents ettached.



THE WHITE H@USE
WASHINGTON

CONPELINTIE April 11, 1939,

Bemorandum For the President,

The Navy and War Departments have been furnished
with a copy of the attached confidential information
regarding the French and Italian Navies,

The original is returned herewith for your files.

Respectfully,




=

Paris, March 23, 1939.

Dear Mr. President:

You asked me for some dope on the relative
strengths of the French and Italian Navies. I
have had our naval boys in the office do some
work on this subject. I had hoped that I could
get something that would be more valuable and
therefore have held up sending you this report,
but nothing else seems to be fortheoming.

Good luck and every good wish,

e o |

Enclosure
Report.

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



AMERICAN EMBASSY

OFFICE OF THE NAVAL ATTACHE
2. AVENUE GABRIEL

PARIS

CRP-RISON OF FORCES

In battleships, the French have an edventage of & to 6 in numbers
with 3 new and 5 old ships, as against the Italian 2 new and 4 old. However,
because of the recent complete modernizetion of the old Italian ships, the 4
old ships are more than & match for the 5 old French ships. In camparative
strength &s of say March 1939, the Itelians, in bettleship power, have an
adventage of 7 to 6. Because of the faster speed of construction, the Italian
advantage will increase until 1942 when it will swing to the side of the French.

In heavy cruisers, and light cruisers, the Fleets ere practically

equal in numbers but here agein the Italians, slightly inferior in heavy cruisers,
are slightly superior, because of newness of ships, in light eruisers., The
combined comparison proportion, however, ias just about equel.

The French heve thirty-two lesders end thirty-four destroyers, a
total in the two classes of 66, mgainst which the Italimns possess 63 large
destroyers. The ratio here alsoc is practically equal &s the superior numbers
end tonnage of the French are offset by the younger ege of the Italian vessels,.

In submarines the Italisns are definitely superior, both in numbers
- 90 to 78 - and in tonnege, adequate for Irorl:; in and arocund the Mediterranean.

In torpedo vessels, the Yrench oppose 12 torpedo boets and E2
new escorteurs ageinst 32 new Italien torpedo eraft, and here, too, the Italians,

in spite of fewer numbers, in tonnage and speed are slightly superior.



Both forces have one airereft tender, and in addition the French

have one earrier. As & counterpoise, the Italiens have 35 coastal motor boats

against the French 15.

Auxiliary vessels are about equel in number, practically of equal

military value &nd consequently are not included on either side.

As & sumery, if the two fleets met, vessel to vessel, with no
other considerations being taken into sccount, the Italians as a whole can be
considered superior to the extent of about 19 to 15. This is because of the
supsrior condition of Italian bettleships and because of numbers and condition
of her submerines, with other forces about egqual. However, Fleets and wars
are not won with just those considerations, but cther points - camunications,
economics, bases, aviation, military strength and will to fight - must also
be evalusted, as well 8a the materisl condition of the ships. Italien artillery
has mlways heen considered poor es compered with the French. It wea inferior
to the French in the Vorld War, end in the comment concerning the war in Spain,
it has always been declared that Itallen guns were sxcellent, but their control
very poor, and that seme condition is belisved to be true as regards the Navy.
From personal observation, corrcborated by the British Naval Attaché, the
French Fleet is in better condition now than it wes even in the World Var.
Tn that conflict, both British and American naval personnel regarded the
French &s good enough, when they did go to sea, but as having & strong dislike
against being rolled around by the waves, dodging any going to sea unless it
was absolutely required,

The strength of & Fleet is not measured in ships &2lone, but
in the combimation of ships end bases. The French beses £t Toulon, Oran,
Alger and Bizerte are admirebly situsted to support the French Fleet in the

2



Western Mediterranean. They are faced by the Italian basus at Spezia,
Naples, Meosina, Pantelliria and Maddslena., The possession of these points
effectuelly closes the eastern Mediterranean to the French in case of war,
However, the eastern blsditerrancan, while desirable, is not vital to France,

Italien power in the air is about forty percent greater than
that of the French, and by operating from bases in the Italian Feninsula
end Cerdina, eir threets &and attacks can he made egeinst French communications
to Africa, es well as on southern French cities end ports. However, this
would be no Spanish war and quick reprisals agminst Itmliasn cities in the
Po Valley, and even Rome, would be readily envisaged,

In a war between the two powers, France by her mestery of the
Western Mediterrenean cen effectively blockade Italy from any eccess to the
Atlantic, end deprive her of meny supplies needed to wege & conflist., To
cite but ore example, in such a cese where could Italy get the necessery
emounts of oil and gasoline. Not from Syria, nor from Russia; gome perhaps
from Houmsniae, but also, Cermany is not going to impoverish herself and reduce
her own supplies even to help en ally, In other words, Frénce can strengle
Italy, with equal forces, whereas complete Italian mastery of the eastern
Mediterrenean would, although an &nnoysnce, by no meens be wital for Frence
with her Atlantic routes to Africa eand the possibilities of being supplied
through the Atlantie.

Italy's deficiency in raw meterials is well lmown. The domestic
production of iron only amounts to 25! of her total consumption of iron and
steel. (The consumption of iron and steel would, of course, be much greater
in war time). They are trying to reise the percentage to about 35% by a

3



greater use of pyrite ash, by the utilization of low grade irom carbonate deposits,
through the rosating process, and by the treatment of ancient iron slsg deposits.
The coal produced in Italy is only about B9 of the country's
total requirements, &nd ell coking coal which is indispensible for the steel
industry must be imported. Domestic coml hes & high sulphur and ash content
and elsctric power, where plants may be vulnerable in war time, is being
substituted wherever possible.
Dome stic crude oil production in Italy, ineluding some from Albania,
emounted to only 4% of the country's requirements in 1938, As for eopper,
Italy produces less than 4% of her totel needs. One third of her leed comes from
foreign sources.

It is doubted that the mbove deficiencies could came from Cermany
as Germany is now deficient in iron, oil and copper. OCermany met ebout 38% of
her oil requirements in 1938 from domestic sources, and they hope to bring it
up to 50%. The finel production cost of gasoline 1s roughly four times the
world market price.

Germany produces 1l4% of her copper, mainly from the Mansfield copper
district; she hopes to reise this to 25% by 1940. The cost is far above the
world price. Aluminium, magnesium snd other light metal ealloys ere substituted
wherever possible.

Before the war, when Lorraine was part of Cermany, 92% of German
requirements for iron ore were obtained from domestiec sources, By intensive
development of low grade deposits, she now produces about one-third of her
requirements; she hopes to bring this up to 50% in 1940.

So vital is Germany's dependence on the ores fram Northern snd
Central Sweden thet control of these deposits will become & problem in time of war.

4



The above does not teke into sccount about 12 other acute
deficiencies in importent minerals, or in foodstuffs, etc.

Italy would therefare have to obtain iron ore and other deficisncies
from Spain or the Emstern Mediterrenean countries, to eugment the small
amount Cermany could aspare her,

However, were Italy to establish herself in beses in Spain, then
the French position would become much more serious, 88 the Atlantic trade
routes of France ecould be threatened end attacked by plane and submarine,
Italien beses in Spain would render France's Africen communications totally
insecure, and would be even & grave threet to Frenech Atlantic lines.

Such & situation would be ebsclutely untensble for the French, and such
bases would heve to he cleaned up before any other ocperations could be
unde rtaken.

The worst thing that could happen from the Italian viewpoint
would be for the French Fleet to withdrew to the Western Msditerranean, when
immediately the process of strengulation would etart. 4s the Italians
themselves say, they must break out into the Atlentle, and so they would be
forced to seak out the French Fleet and give battle at a relatively long
distance from Italian bages while at a correspondingly shorter number of
miles fram the French bases of Oran and Bizerte,

An Italian atteck in Africe apeinst Tunisim or Algeria can be
discounted, as it would have no effect on the ultimate outcome of the war.
The decisive theater of operations will be, undoubtedly, as it has so often
before, the plains of the Po Valley and Northern Italy, The wictor there can

5
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rearrange his Africen status as he may desire.

Although the numbers of sutmarines that may be employed are
considerable, improved methods of submsrine detection (listening gear) as
well #8 increased mirplane surveilleance, will kamper underseas craft.,
Mining, except closely off ports, for defensive purposes, cennot be resorted
to becAuse of the relative great depths of the Mediterramesn.

In conclusion, with no Italian bases in Spain, the French
Fleet by virtue of position cen fight the potentially stronger Italian
Fleet in the Western “editerraneen, with the advantage in fevor of the French.
¥ith Italian bases in Spain, the french position becames increesingly
dengerous and may result in the temporery withdrewal of the French Fleet

from the Mediterranean until Spain is cleared up.



HAVY
(FRANCE)
Battleships Completed Armamént Spead Tonnage
4 RICHELIEU 1939 8 = 15" 30 4 35,000
1940
2=1941
2 DUNEERJUE 1838 8 - 15" 81.5 26,500
1939
3 DBRETAGNE 1913 10 = 13.4" 20 28,000
£ COUREET 1911-12 18 = 12" 20 28,000
Total 1938 = 3 new 4 5 0ld # 3 building.
Carriers
1 PBELRM 1927 40 planes 21.5 28,000
Total - 141 building (will not be completed until 1941).
Heavy Cruisers
1 ALGERIE 1934 B - 8" as 10,000
7 TOURVILLE 1928-1932 8 - g» 33-36 10,000
Total - B8 none buillding.
Light Cruisers
6 La Calissonniers 19356=37 9 - 6" 35-36 7600
1l Emile Bertin 1954 g = 6" 37 5900
200 mines
1 Jeanns d'Are 1951 8 = 6,1" 27 6500
3 Primouguet 1986 8 = 6.1" a3 7800
1 Pluton (mines) 1931 4 = 5.5 30 4800
290 mines

Total - 12 - none bullding.



RaVY

(FRANCE)
Destroyer-Leaders Comple ted Armement
2 Mogador 1838 B - 5.5"
€ Fentasgue 1933=-34 6 - b.5"
6 Cassard 1933-34 5 - 6,5"
6 higle 1932-33 5 - 5.5
& Gudpard 1930-33 5« 55"
6 Jaguer 1986-27 5 = B.1"
Total - 32 - Mone building
Destroyers
E Le Hardi 1939-40 6 - S.1"
26 Adroit 1526-29 4 - 5,17

Total - E6, plus B building

Torpedo Bomts
12 Pomone 1936-38
Subtmarines
5 Moillot 1938-38
1 Surcouf 1934
30 Redoutable 1928-37
9 Requin 1926-27
£2 Dione 1930-28
11 Sirde 1925-27
Total - 78,
Submerines - Mine-laying
6 Sapbir 1988-35

(will be finished 1938-40)

2 .

B

11 -

16 -

6 Torpedoes

S.9"

36

2l.7" Torps 23/10

8" guns

21.7" Torps 17/10

21.7" Torps 17/10

21,7" Torps 16/10

21.7" Torps 14/9

21,7" Torps 14/7

32 Mines

12/9

Spead Tunnﬂﬂ
38 2R84
a7 2569
39-42 2441
38-40 2400
38-40 2436
34-35 2126
37-28 1772
34 1378

610

1605/2100

£900,/4300

1300/2000

1000/1400
571/809

540/760

670,925



Seaplens Carrier

l Comdt. Teste

Escorteurs
22 Elan

11 Arrosa

HAVY
(FRANCE)

Comple ted Armement
1951 12 - 3,9"
1532 2 - 5,97
1918 2 - 5,6"

Total 22 new, plus 11 old,

fuxiliary vessels are not included.

Speed
20

Tonnege
10,000



Baty leships
£ ROMA
2 LITTORIO

4 CAVOUR

Total - 2 new
Heayy Cruisers
& THENTOC
4 ZARA

Total = 7.

Cruisers, light
2 GARABALDI

2 FILIEERTO

2 MONTECUECOLI
2 DIAZ

4 BANTDE NERE

Total = 12 new plus 3 pre-wer plus 12 to be completed 1942,

Lest T8

12 AVIERE

4 ORTANI

4 GRECOLE

8 DARDO

12 NAVIJATORI
8 TURBINE

4 SOURO

HAVY
(ITALY)
Completed Armament Speed
1940-41 9 = 15" 32
1939 9 - 15" 32
1911-1913 10 - 12,6" 27

1937-1939 refitted

plus 4 old, refitted plus 2 building.

1929-33 B - B" 35
1931-32 8 - 8" az
1937 10 - 6" 36
193536 8 - 6" 36.5
1935 8 - 6" 37
1933 B - 6" 37
1931-32 8 - 6" 38-40

1938-39 4 - 4™ 39
1938 4 - 4. a9
1938 4 - 4.7 38
1932 4 = 4.7 a8
1831 6 - 4, 38-42
1929 4 -4, 28
1927 4 - 4,7 37

Tonnage
35,000

35,000
23,000

10,000
10,000

7874
7283
6941

5069

1620
1729
1449
1220
1628
1090
10858



HAVY
(ITALY)

Destroyers (Cont'd) Completed Armement Spead

4 SELLA 1926 4 - 4,7 36

3 LE(ME 1924 B - 4,7" 33

60 mines
4 CURTATONE 1923 4 - 4" 33
10 mines
Total - 63 plus 9 pre-war,

Torpedo Boats

16 PARTENOPE 1938-39 3 = 3.9"plus minea 34
16 SPICA 1936-37 3 -39 " " 34

6 GEVERALI 1923 3 = 4" plus mines 30

Total - 32 new plus 6 old plus 15 pre-wer,

Submerimes

4 CALVI 1935 8 - 21" torpedoes 18/9
4 BULLILA 1928 ‘fepglm W 17/9
9 MARCELLO 1937-38 B - 21" " 17/9
3 GALVAIN 1938 8 - 21" " 17/9
6 ARCHMEDE 1934-35 g-21" " 17/8
6 SOUALO 1930-31 B8 = 21" L 17/9
4 SANTA ROSA 1920 B-21" " 17/9
B PISANI 1928 6 - 21" " 17/9
29 FERLA 1937-38 & - 21" " 14/8
12 SIREVA 1933-34 6 -21" " 14/8
§ ARGCNAUTUS 1931-32 6 -1~ v 14/8

Total = 90 plus 5 pre-war plus

TﬂnﬂﬂE
235

1526

966

679
638
635

1340/1900

1368,/1874
940/1400
B96/1250
880/1200
800/1100
815/1078
790,/1000
620/853
590/787
600/ 778

20 building end campleted in 1941,



NAVY
(ITALY)
Submerines, Mine-Iaying Completed Armame nt Spasd Tonnage
4 FOCA 1837-38 6 - 21" Torpedoes 16/8 1109/1633
i 45 mines
2 CARRIDMNI 1929 4=-81" " 14/8 B803/1051
24 mire s
Total 6 plus 2 pre-war.
Seaplene Carrier
1 MIRAGLIA 1827 20 planes 21 4E80

Auxiliary vessels are not included,



AMERICAN EMBASSY

OFFICE OF THE MAVAL ATTACHE

*M" 2. AVENUE GABRIEL =
: PARIS

ot 9 Februsry, 1939,

Mamorandum for the Ambassador:

The following data on speed of
firing of French naval guns, as contrested with /mericen, is
gutmitted:

The maximur, speed of Tiring of guns, limited by the speed of
the hoist as well &s by regulstions is, for various guns, &s follows:

Shots per Minute
Type of Gun French American

(Guna in Turrets
or Casemates ) -

12-inch and above 2 3 to 4
B-inch 3 6
6-inch 6 12

5,5-1nch 8 18-280

(Unprotected guns)

6=-inch 6 12
5.6, 5.1, 3.9 inch 8 18-20
3-inch 10 25
£.,5 and 1.8 inch 15 80

If ready boxes 2re availsble at top and bottom of hoist, the
gbove speeds of firing for non-protected guns cen be maintained as
follows:

6, 5.5, 5.1, 3.9 inch 4 minutes 30 minutes
3, 2.5, and 1.8 inch & " s o
After thet time has elapsed, the rete of firing decreeses &s follows:
6-inch 2 ghots per minute 10 shote per minute
5.5, 6.1, 5.9 inch B * ® " No chenge

3, 2,6, and 1.8 inch B % N " No change



Paris, April 18, 1983%.

Dear Mr. President:

I was really delighted to receive those volumes
of your Publiec Papers and Addresses, and I thank you
most heartily for the inseription.

I don't see how you find tirme to remember always
to be nice to the obscure in the sticks. Anyhow, you

do, and I am grateful.

Yours affectionately,

SN

William C. Bullitt.

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of Amerieca,

Washington, D. C.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 19, 1939,

MEMORANDUM FCR
THE P. 5.

Will you reply to Bill
Bullitt and say as long as Mrs.
Forbee has asked for 1it, it
should be done?

F. D. R.



BFFICiAL ATEONE TG

THE SECRETARY OF STATE
A T, B, £

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to
PR 811.€07 New York, 1939/1:51

April 17, 19839,

My dear Mise LeHand:

I am sending you herewith a paraphrase of a code
meseage which Ambassador Bullitt sent to the Secretary
of State today for delivery to you.

Bincerely yours,

e /
G"-\/Qéj-?ﬁ AL 8 =
Chief of Protocol,

Encloeure:
Telegram,

Mise Marguerite 4. LeHand,
Private Secretary to the President,

The White House.



Paris

April 17, 1939.

FOR MISS LEHAND,

Pleaee let me know whether the President wieshes me
to comply with the following request:

I recelved & call this morning from the Marquis de
Pelleport, 23, rue de Invalids, Paris., He brought with
him a letter from Mre. Dora D. Forbes, the President's
aunt, requesting that he arrange immediately to send the
bronze bust of the President done by his wife, the Marguise
de Pelleport, to the New York World's Fair. I have seen
the buet and, in my opinion, it ie a better likeneses of
Herbert Bayard Swope than of the President. In order that
the bust may be placed in the French Pavilion at the World's
Fair, the Marquis has asked that I arrange for ite trans-

portation to New York.

EULLITT



April 24, 1959

Doar Bill:

ALl your letters havo been grand
and I hope you will koep on wrising to ce.

We all love the list of ordurs
Tfor the Hoyul gueats and only wish you were
godng to be here to help us outs We are also
amygod at the thought of the cldor-down oome
Torter in Washington on June elghth, to say
nothing of the bot water bottlos for the ladies
in waitingl

1 like the pleture you seat and 1
do hope you are taking my oconversation sorlouslyl

Uy affectionate good wisiow,
An alwmuyo,

F. D. R.

Honorable Willian C. Bullitt

Aubsspador Extreordinary and
Plopipotentinry

Paria, Franee

'?L-k;'.lllj-‘-



Paris, March 23, 1939.

Dear Mr. President:

I send you the enclosed just to prove to you
that you are present in my office in Paris, even
though you may think you aren't.

Love and good luck.

SR

otograph.

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

W&Bhingt-ﬂn, D. C.






[Sul] -

Perconal and Paris, Aprll 28, 1939.

i

Dear Mr. President:

I wish I could telegraph this piece of news to
you today; but Leger gave it to me on condition that
it positively should not be sent by telegreph.

Gafenc%ﬂ while passing through Polend, came to
an understending with Beck that, 1in case of en attack
on Poland by Gernany, Rumania would declare war at
once on the side of Poland; and in case of en attack
on Rumanie by Germeny, Poland would declare war at
once on Germany.

This secret asgreement was communiceted orally
to Chamberlain and Daladier by Gafencd. It hes been
conceeled with extreme care from Berlin, and for
obvious reasons must continue to be concealed.

Daledier steted to Gafenco todey thaet it was
absolutely

The Honorable
Franklin Delanc Roosevelt,
The White House,

Washington.
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absolutely essentisl, however, that the Rumanian
Government should inform the Turkish Government that
thls agreement had been reached, so thet the Anglo-
Turkish and Frenco-Turkish sgreements might enter into
effect at once.

Gafenco implored Daledier not to say a word about
the pgreement to the Turks; but promised thet he would
send a personal emissary to communicete the fact of the
existence of this agreement to Ismet Inonu in Ankara.

Please hold this piece of information for your
most secret ear. Just as soon as it ceases to be so
utterly secret, I will send a telegram to the Department
on the subject.

Yours affectionately,

\S Al

William C. Bullitt.

—



FOR THE PRESIDENT'S PERSONAL
FILES.



YSEias

Personal . Paris, May 4, 1939,

Dear Mr. Preaident:

I know that you intervened effectively in
London through Joe Kennedy once in thisz metter.
4 think you wlll be interested, therefore, in
this letter from Weizmenn.

Good luck.

Yours elways,

_ 2R

William C. Bullitt.

Enclosure:

1l Letter.

The Honorable
Frenklin Delenc Hoosevelt, )
President of the United Stetes of Americs,

The White House.
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\ 1‘ WAR DEPARTMENT
o OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
. WASHINGTOMN, D. C.
Eay B, 1939.

EEMORANDUM for Genersl Watpon:

Herewith is & memorandum from the President
encloaing & personal and confidentisl report. I have paturally
carried out the instructicns. Ko one hes seen this paper, snd I
have read it anc studied it carefully.

I know Genernl Ré’quin personnlly and there 1ia
little doubt that his remarks snd report were very nearly correct
about eighteen months sgo. BSince then metters bhave improved
materially snd within snother year with funds now availamble I
believe the deficiencies will be well on the wuy to belng wiped
out.

Respectiully,

4..{;,_5

Chief of 3tarf.

encl.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

~GONPIDENTIAL -

May 3, 1839,

MEMORANDUM FOR

GENERAL ORALG
GENERAL MARSHALL

The enclosed is for your
own eyes only. Flease read and

return.

F. D. R,



TR

Personel and Paris, April 18, 1%39.

Dear Mr. President:

A Tew weeks ago I asked your cold friend and mine,
Generel Réquin, who is now a member of the Supreme
Wer Council, to give me his views on the American Army.
Réquin replied that he would prefer to give me his
views in writing. He sxpressed the opinion thaet in view
of world conditions, it might be desirable to bring up
the American Army to the Tigure of five hundred thousend
men.

I have now received a memorendum from him which
discusses both the weak points of the dmericen Army and
mathods of increasing its peace-time strength.

You will remember that it was Régquin who wes sent

to the United States in 1917 to orgenize the cooperation

betwean

The Honorable
Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
President of the United States of Ameriecs,
The White House.



L= ]

between the military forces of the United States and
Frence. If the opinions of anyone in Frence on our

Army are worth enything, his sre. Needless to say,

no reference should be made to the source from which
this memoreandum emanates,

Yours affectionately,

J:\\@ N

Williem C. Bullitt,



April 13, 193¢,

NOTE

ON THE UNITED STATES ARMY

I will desecribe hereinafter:
The weak points of the Unlted States Army.
The measures which would permit increasing
its peace time strength to 500,000 men and
at the same time eliminating these weak points.
The measures which would permit hastening its
development in case of war.
1. WEAKNESSES.
1. Insufficiency of the effectives.

Regular :

total effectives: 178,000 men. From this total
must be deducted that portion stationed overseas, as
wall as that of the Air Corps, that 1s, approximately
60,000 men. The remaining 118,000 men would permit
the United States to have on the continent, only 3
Infantry Divisions and 1 Cavalry Division, certain
elements of which, besides, are incamplete (Infantry
Regiments of 2 Battalions, Artillery Regiments reduced
to 1 Group, and even to 1 Battery).
National Guard:

is composed of 18 Infantry Divlisions and 4 Cavalry
Divisions, plus a certain number of units not forming
part of any division. But all these large units are
incomplete; certain slements are defective; and those
existing have generally weak effectives.

2. Almogt complete lack of reserve troops.

R Ar :

up to the present time, the Regular Army has had no

reserves
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reserves whatsoever. These reserves (75,000 men) have
been in the process of formation since 1938: but the
recrulting of theae men will be completed only in 1942.

National Guard:

possesses no orgenized reserves. In case of con-
fliet, the National Guard would have to call for volunteers,
or begin recruiting in order to bring its units up to

war time strength.

3. Ingﬁfriugancx of armament and of equipment put
at dlisposition of units.

Regular ¥

the armament of the Infantry is being replaced and
completed; but this transformation is still far from
complete. Anti-tank armament is almost totally lacking.

The modern equipment required to complete the
American Artillery: howlitzers of 105, cannons of 155,
are avallable as prototypes only.

The D.C.A. (Anti-Airecraft Service) has avilable
only a small amount of equipment.

The tanks are small in number, 300 or 400 in all,
They are fast; but weakly armor-plated.

Natlonal Guard:

The armament, in large part, dates from the war.

The equipment is incomplete.

A few tanks only: 36 in all.

4. Unwieldiness of the American divisional organization.

, The present American divisiocn comprises:
4 Infantry Reglments,
3 Artillery Regiments,
or 22,000 officers and men in all.
This 1s a large unit hard to maneuver.
A new type of division which would comprise:

3 Infantry
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3 Infantry Regiments, 2 Artillery Regiments, 11 to 12,000
officers and men in all, is being tried out. However,
nothing has as yet been agreed upon. MNew trials are fore-
seen Tor 1939. The experiment of a 3-Regiment Division,
however, was tried out succesasfully in war in all large
armies a long time ago.

5. Summa natruction and insufficient number of
reserve o QEeTrs.

The training of reserve officers is often superficial
and generally more theoretical than practliecal,

Their number should be increased by 30,000 in order
to meet the needs of the Regular Army, the National Guard,
and the extra Divisions (27 Infantry Divisions, 6 Cavalry
Divisions).

6. Absence of a corps of non-commissioned reserve
officers.

There exist possibilities in subordinate staffs: but
they are not exactly enumerated. The military training
of these aventual staffs is probably summary, and their
number undoubtedly insufficient.

7. Insufficiency of equipment reserves and munitions
stocka.

The armament reserves, as well as those of modern

equipment, are small. The same applies to munitions

stocks.

1I. MEASURES WHICH WOULD FERMIT THE INCREASE TO

500,000 MEN OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY IN FEACE TIME.
1. From the standpoint of effectives:
The United States Army in peace time numbers at the

present moment:
Regular Army: 118,000 men (after deducting the
portion stationed

overseas and the
"Air Corps")

National Guard: 200,000 men

Total: 318,000 men.
In
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In order to increase this army to 500,000 men, it
would thus be necessary to enlist approximately 200,000
men.

The entry into the only Regular Army of these
200,000 men would present great difficulties due to the
Americans' lack of enthusiasm for military obligations
and due to the necessity to create numerous new installa=-
tions. It would undoubtedly be more practical for the
Americans to be content with a slight increase of the
Regular Army's effectivea., For axample, inereasing the
effectives by approximately 50 to 60,000 men, would
permit doubling the number of regular Divisions, and
applying to the National Guard the major part of the
increase In such a manner as to bring up to war strength
existing Divisions, and if necessary, to create new ones.*

2. From the standpoint of staffs.

The question of staffs would be easy to solve, in

80 far as it concerns the National Guard, in view of the
reserve staff which the Corpa of Reserve Officers consti-
tuteas.

It would be much more ticklish in so far as it con-
cerns the Regular Army. The increase in staffs correspond-
ing to the increase in effectives which is envisaged would
be approximately 3,000 officers. In order to gain time,
the greatest portion of these should be cbtained by trans-
ferring officers from the reserve to the active list, or
by authorizing a certain number of them to serve in active

duty, as we do in France.

4. From the standpoint of equipment.

The

*This increase of effectives of the National Guard would be
facilitated by the fact that the law of 1920, which serves
as a basls for the organizatlion of the National Guard, pro-
vides for the National Guard a maximum effective of 425,000
man,
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The envisaged increase of 200,000 men would demand
a tremendous effort from the standpoint of equipment. In
faoct, it would be necessary:

first, to furnish to units already in existence

all the equipment they need and which they now

have only in part;

then to distribute the necessary equipment to the
newly formed units.

This effort is certainly not beyond the possibilities
of Amerlecan industry. In spite of everything, this in-
dustry would doubtlesa require a certain amount of delay

before production could reach its peak.

III. MEASURES WHICH WOULD PERMIT HASTENING THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY IN WAR TIME.

The United Statea Army in time of war comprises:

1. The Regular Army unita.

2., The National Cuard units.

3. The unita placed in the field after the declara-
tion of war.

l. Regular unita.

In peace time, the Regular Army units have available
only a purtipn of the personnel and equipment required
for war time.

In case of conflict, the rapldity with which they
are placed in the field depends on the reserves of men
and equipment, which must be organized in time of peace.

Thase reserves are, for the moment, insufficlent
and should be completed as rapldly as possible.

2. HNational Guard units.

The Natlonal Guard units as they now exlast are in-
complete from the double standpoint of personnel and
equipment.



equipment.

Having no organized reserves available, the National
Guard, in order to be able to bring its units up to war
strength, must enlist volunteers or incorporate recrults
in case consoription is decreed.

The same situation holds in sc far as equipment
(armament ineluded) is concerned. Due to the lack of
reserves of equipment, this equipment must be ordersd
or placed in production upon mobilizationm.

#Also, several months must be allowed in which to
bring the Nationml Cuard up to war strength.

These delays could be conzlderably lesssned if the
National Guard:

1. 4included units constantly maintained at

war strength, or failing this, had avail-
able organized reserves,

2. had in reserve the equipment necessary to
complete its peace time equipment.

3. Units aced in the field upon the declaration
Ef WAT . G

Considerable time would be gained:

if the United States fixed in peace time the method
of conseription in time of war,

if, using this method as a bagis, they proceeded in
peace time to take the census in each State of all
citizens subject to call to the colora, particularly
all those having had military training and capable
of serving as monitors and instructors*,

if, also in time of peace, there were decided upon
the measures to be taken for putting in the field,
immediately upon mobilization, a first echelen of
units of formatlon: instructiom centers, recrults
and teaching personnel for these centers, stocking
of clothing, teaching equipment, etc....

In addition, the putting into the field of formation

units being the function of:
unattached

*Non-commissioned officers and men discharged from the
Regular Army and oltizens having received training at
G.ﬁ?T.G's., & para-military organization created in order
to furnish Americans with rudimentary military training
and discipline.



unattached staffs,

unassigned equipment,

it would be necessary for the United States:

a) to possess a greater number of reserve officera
{approximately 50,000 additional reserve officera) and

effectives of non-commissioned reserve officers exactly

enumerated, and probably increased;
b) +to prepare industrial mobilization in such com-

plete fashion that the manufacture of sguipment can

begin in a minimm of time.



Paris, May 9, 1939,
FERSONAL

Dear Mr. President:

In spite of Daladier's insistence that your
French is impeccable, you didn't seem particularly
quick on the uptake when he asked you if he could
appoint me French Minister for Foreign Affairs!

Nevertheless, he was bowled over by the sound
of your voice.

On aceount of that or for some other reason,
he asked me at once to draft for him a law to in-
crease the French birth rate which he would pPro-
mulgate by decree! I do not know yulte what to
suggest unless it is to have Joe Kennedy trans-
ferred to Paris!

The little Cueen is now on her way to you

together

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,
Washington, D. C.
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together with the little King. She is a nice girl -
alder down or no eider down - and you will like her,
in spite of the fact that her sister-in-law, the
Princess Royal, goes around England talking about
"her cheap public smile™. She iz a bit gracious;
but resembles so much the female caddies who used
to carry my clubs at Pitlochry in Scotland many
years ago that I find her pleasant. And she has

an active curiosity.

When she touched the subjeet of royal presents,
I suggested that you would be touched close to the
heart, at least as close as the stomach, by a Stilton
cheese. If she brings it, you can blame and excuse
nme.

The little King is beginning to feel his oats,
but still remains a rather frightened boy. Joe
Kennedy gave the Queen Virginia Ham and Pickled
Peachea. 8She ate vast quantities, and expressed a
royal desire to become more closely acquainted with
the dish when in America.

I have no other tipa to give you except the
obvious one that it is well not to mention the Duke
and Duchess of Windsor unless the King brings up the
subject. He probably won't. About a month ago the

Duke of Windsor wrote to Queen Mary that Bertie had
: behaved
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behaved toward him in such an ungentlemanly manner
because of "the influence of that common little woman"
the Queen, that he could have no further relations
with Bertie. Brotherly love is, therefore, not at
fever heat.

The only low news from Paris thls week concerns
Flandin, six feet five, Germanophile, and ex-Frime
Minister. He has faded gquickly from the political
pleture due to the event which occurred about two
weeks ago. Daladier is my authority for this. He
said that Flandin called on a young lady who lives
near me and was in bed with her when her amant de
coeur broke into the apartment; beat up Flandin and
drove him into the street half-clothed, minus his
watch, wallet, and trousers! Daladier does not ex-
pect any serious opposition from Flandin in the near
future.

Good luck and may you have a good time as

sovereign to sovereign over my Pommery.

Yours affectionately,

_ BN
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NOTICE!
Only 24 Cospans Reguired to Gat
Yoor Record-Floyer] All Othar Con-

dlifens of This GH-Ofer Remals
the Sama.

Post resders who ase obtaining thae
"Warld's Omestest Alussc” fegeiber
with & FRER slecirls Recosd-Flayer
‘will ks happy Lo learn that the manu-
fscturers of ths Record-Player as
now kesping pace with the scormous
demand for both the repalar and De
Luars insiri=ents,

Acecrdingly, 13 will o lomger Ba
‘Eeommry to Wall untl poil have ool
Eected 48 coupona in Jrdar U get e

Racord-Plaper, iller myd. Tou ean)

Bow obials your Heeoed-Flager by
preseniing S covpons, wil other con-
aldane of thls gIft-pffer of coumee

Tezalning Lha sasme,

NOW READY
JOHANH SERASTIAM BACH'S
Brondenburg Concerton
Heu, 2 end 3
L i A L S ]
TURHN TO PAGE 8§ FOR
DETAILS OF THE POST'S
GREAT NEW GIFT OFFER

< IF YOU HEED 1E
3 RADIO OR RECORD-PLAYER
- SERYICE MEM

Mur wy it )
{ e |
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IN FRANCE LEADS
ATTACKS ON U. 8.

Anti-American Periodieal
Submits Editions to
German Diplomats

By EDWARD HUNTER
Specisl Correspondent ¥, Y, Post
Copuright, 1839, by N. Y. Post, Inc.

PARIS, March 31.—The Imbecil.

- Wy of Democracy® , . . “Will Harpo

Marx  Succeed  President Hooss-
WI;."" +»« “The Philosemite Roose-
wali.,.*

Of course these guotstions had
to come from & n or [talisn
Rewspapsr, Only they dida's
wite published in Paris in a single
Jmue of Je Buin Partoul (I Am
Everywhere),

In what counlry aid 5 weekly
mEwIpaper with o clreulatlon of
mare tham half & million publish
two “eiliural articles™ ghout  the
Uniled States, cas about “Viea and
Qange” and ihe other just aboul
gangs?  In CGecmany or [laly of
course. Wrong again, In Pasls, in
ihe Gringoire.

Thise are anly samples of m new
viclous  anti-Amecican  camgpalgn
that has begun in Frenck REwEin-
pers frid magazines thai usaally are
identified with German infleence or
money, The oulspoken enemles of

democracy In France, and they are
many and powerful, are pouring
forth venom sguinst the Uniied
States as If that were Lhe cne. coun-
try that stood in thelr path,
Gels German Appraval
T lraved ihe source of scee of
these attacks. Each werk when the
frak copy of Je Buis Partoul drops
from the press, ihe slog
and every ooe wally until bt iz sest
to the German Embassy .in Parls
for an O, K. This was srdying push-
licadion only a few months ago, The
Stafl waa lald off, But overnight it
blomsomsed forth with twios as many
pages snd renewed fnancing.
The stall was called
back &nd  given incresses, bui
warned not to talk outslde the of-
fAce, There was no sdverthing &
this :Fl.llfrliﬂ'l 3
Thare's bardly a page of legis
Imsta -ﬂ.mzhnu: in djtu; twlve
Liom Y War-
BT o g™ (e

,:Inmw:‘rul.mu-dlubmd

ikat foliowed the pledging pf sups
mmlhhwmwhhwﬁnm‘
racies In cass of aggres:
wlem, If an uprislng could be wlaged
from ‘within, oulside

would be [nierference in

of u friendly nation—as In

The diplomats Isquiry snowed

:
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NOTICE
II".EU are saving book cerilficates
for ‘Worka of " Alexandre

thu: Gringoire,

= {nfted i
printed” by the offi

1 | tation from Benjamin Franklin made

=i Canadinn page,

amang
H |Scuth Americans.

s . i

f
e Y

[l
Ll

] | which Iz “seeking enly Imperinlitic

BN |of Sintes, such as Kansas City, Des
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Paris, May 9, 1939,

Dear Mr. Presldent:

I believe that the enclosed article from the

New York Post, which you sent to me recently, is

not to be taken too seriously.

The headlines of the article, about the German
Embassy in Paris leading "attacks on U.3.", éaam to
be based upon the statement in the body of the arti-
cle that the French publication, Je Suis Partout,

gends its first copy hot off the press to the German
Embassy and waits before continuing with the publieca-
tion of the issue until it gets an 0.K., from the
Embassy. This is absurd.

Je Suis Partout is generally -believed to have

been on the German payroll for the past two or three

years. It has no influence whatsoever.

Yours always,

Enclosure.

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.



Paris, May 9, 1939,

PERSONAL

Dear Mr. President:

Three small matters:

(1) I have just had a letter from Huberta Earle
saying that George is finding it very hard to be among
the unemployed, and that he is violently eager to get
into some sort of government work. She did not specify
what or where.

(2) Henry Grady of the Tariff Commission, formerly
of the Department of State, has Just finished a Tflying
trip through Central and Eastern Europe and has some
worth while ideas. You or somebody else ourht to talk
with him.

(3) If you haven't done so already, please write

me briefly what you said to Monnet.

Yours always,

e

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,

Washington, D. C.
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My best to you,

As ever yours,

Homorsble William C. Bullits,

Ameriocan Embasey,
Paris,
Franoe



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WABHINGTON

May 16, 1939

My dear Mr. Prealdent:

I have recelved your memorandum of May 15, with
which you enclose a letter which Bill Bullitt has sent
you under date of April 25 suggesting that Pinkney
Tuck, now Counselor of Embazey in Buenos Alres, be trans-
ferred to Rome and that Edward L. Reed, now Counselor
of Embassy in Rome, replace him as Counselor of Embassy
in Buenos Alres.

Bill refere to Ed Reed as a "bone-head", "who still
ought to be selling collars in his father's haberdashery
in Philadelphia®. Of course, I do not know upon what
personal knowledge of Ed Reed Bill Bullitt bases hilse
characterization in his letter to you., I am very con-
fident, however, that he has not had the opportunity of
knowing Reed as well as I do. Ed Reed was my Counselor
of Embassy throughout the time that I was Ambassador to

Cuba., I have never known a more loyal, hard working,

The President,
The White House.
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consclentious, and efficient Forelgn Service officer than
he proved to be at that time, I cannot epeak too highly
of the help he gave me. After that he was for three years
Chief of the Division of Mexican Affalre in the Department
before that Division was consolidated in the Division of
the American Republics. He worked immedliately under my
supervision, and I can speak of him in that capaclty in the
highest possible terms. Bill Phillips asked for him to

be sent to Rome, and I have every reason to believe that
he has been doing an admirsble job under very difficult
circumstances in Rome during the two years that he has
been stationed there., 8o far as the fact that his father
had a haberdashery 1s concerned, I cannot see that that
has anything to do with the case. Certalnly Ed Reed 18 a
gentleman in the best sense of the word, and in my Judg-
ment one of the hardest working, most presentable, and
most efficlient Forelgn Bervice officers that we have.

I think that Tuck should certainly be transferred from
Buenos Aires, and I have already spoken with the Divisicn
of Forelgn BService Personnel with regard to this matter.

He has proved himeself totally unqualified to be in Buenos
Alres, and the report that E4 Flynn gave you with regard
to Tuck conflirms me in this bellef, He was only moved from

Brussels because of Joe Davies'! refusal to have him on
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hie staff.
Eelleve me lﬁ
Falthfully yours,



Personel and Paris, April 25, 1939.

Dear Mr. President:

I have just received & note from Basil 0'Connor,
giving me the deteils of the dedication of the new
school at Warm Springs given by Mrs. S. Pinkney Tuck.
Besil also enclosed for my information & copy of Mrs.
Tuck's very nice latfér which was read at the dedi-
cetion ceremony.

Tuck is, as you know, a Forelgn Service Officer
of Class II. He was first secretury of this Embessy when
I arrived here as Ambassador. When it beceme known that
the Embassy in Brussels would need a new Counselor, he
asked me if I would recommend him for this vecancy. I
did so and he wes assigned as Counselor of Embaessy at
Brussels.

Less then six months later Tuck was transferred to
Buenocs Alres. Mrs. Tuck had Just finished furnishing e

home
The Honorable
Frenklin Delano Roosevelt,

President of the United States of America,

The White House.
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home in Brussels at greet expense since she looked for-
ward to belng there for two or three years. The Tucks

did not complein in any wey and went immedistely without
protest to Buenos Aires. It was especially hard becnuse
Tuck's eged mother lives in Brussels with his brother, who
is the leading Americen business man in Belgium. Both
Tuck and his wife have an intimate knowledge of Europe
with contacts in every country. Both speask perfect

French and German, but no Spanish. I happen to know thet
they want intensely to go to Rome. MNeither you nor the
Depertment 1s getting much informetion from RHome at the
moment. This i1s due, in pert, to the fact that we have

as Counselor of Embassy there a bone-=heasd nemed Edward L.
Reed, who still ought to be selling collars in his father's
haberdashery in Philedelphia, Why not switch Tuck and Reed?
The Tucks would be excellent in Rome &nd I happen to lknow
that Bill Phillips likes him very much.

As a matter of fact, I wish I could heve both of them
in Paris, but I think Bob Murphy deserves to succeed Wilson
gs my Counselor of Embassy and Tuck has too high a rank
in the Service to be anything but Counselor. I do not
suggest thls chenge &8 an urgent necessity, but if you

want to strengthen the Embassy in Rome, just remember that
Tuck
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Tuck is & first-rate officer and that lrs. Tuck is an
angel, end thet there are few such peirs in the Foreign
Eervice,

Yours affectionately,

1 : ‘\ ’
;; gliﬂm C. Bullitt.

e
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Kay 16, 1939

Doar Bill:

I am told that the pouch leavea today and I want
to got this letter off to you to thank you for all that
champagne. I really do not see why you should do thie, but
I imow wo are all going to enjoy it vory much although I
asgure you I am not using all of it even on the Royal
visitors.

I only wish you could be here with us the time of
the lioyal wvisit. A% any rate 1 will quietly drink to your
good health at the dinner,

Tour loiter of the ninth has just arrived and is
a Joys I know you will do a good job on the French Birth
ate Lawl

The little Queen has acquired a great reputation
over here., It may be a diffiocult ome to live up %0. DNeed-
lese to say, there is great excitesent Lere. liowevsr, 1
think wo will all heave a great sigh of relicf onoce they
¢ross the Canadian border safsly ou thelr way home.

I loved the story of Flandin. It is a joy.
Do write me sgain very aoon.

As avar,
F. D. R.
Honorable williaw C. bullitt MAL:G
Ambassador Ixtreordinary and
Planipotentiary
Paris

France



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 34, 1839.

MEMORANDUM FOR
AMBASSADOR BULLITT

70 READ AND RETURN

F. D. R,

Memorandum from Secretary
Welles covering MT.
McDaniel's guggestions.

Enclosure =



“OORERE OFFICI AL COMMUMCATIGNS TD
THE SICRETARY OF STATE
WARMINGTOM, B, T

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

May 22, 1939,

My dear Mr, President:

With reference to your memorandum of May 3 with
which you were good enough to enclose for my informa-
tlon Bi1ll Bullitt's letter to you of April 18 together
with attached memaranda written by Charles E, McDaniel,
Jr., I have had brepared a memorandum in the Depart-
ment which I believe may be of interest to You. This
memorandum deals fully with the Buggestions contained
in Mr, McDaniel's memoranda,

Believe me [\_
\-\.
althfully yours,

“-\\ A\ | ‘—L {’_j

Enolosures:

From Ambassador
Bullitt, with
enclosures;

Memorandum,

The President,
The White House.



EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Paris, April 18, 1939.

Dear Mr. President:

I am enclosing herewlth memorenda to me from
Cherles B. McDeniel, Jr. He is one Americen business
man who has the noble virtue of brevity. I have given
him a letter of introduction to Sumner Welles, but I
think you ought to read these memoranda.

Incidentally, if you should happen to see licDaniel,
you would not be bored.

Yours always,

e

William C. Bullitt.

Enclosures:
Two memorende.
The Honorauble
Frenklin Delenc Roosevelt,
President of the United States of /America,

The White House.



Private & confidential Memorandum

If an occasion could be found for you or
your great American friend to issue unoffic-
ially some statement regarding Portugal and
the work of Dr Salazar (very conservative

and above all non political), it would be

recelved with interest and might be of far
reaching influence on the present situation,
During a recent confidential conversa-
tion with Dr Salazar, I received the impres-
sion that he is aware of the danger of German
and Itallan trade methods and that he is
interested in obtaining trade independence
from these countries in favour of the United
States, This policy is also evidenced by
the purchase being made at this moment of

American Rallway equipment at prices of from
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20 to 40 percent above the subslidized German
and Itallan competition, These purchases
constitute a generalization of American
standards on the entire railway system and
the successive replacement of the existing
German equipment, Acting on instructions
from Berlin, the German Ambassador, has
energetically intervened both with the Min-
istry of Communications and with Dr Salazar
to prevent such operation, and was informed
that American offers were more favourable,

Barter relations with Germany have not
proved altogether satlsfactory, and Italy
at the present moment 18 heavily indebted
to the Bank of Fortugal on her compensation
agreements,

During the Spanish conflict, Portugal
has been the closest disinterested friend

of General Franco, and Dr Salazar today 1s
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fha one sure and direct allied influence we
have with Spain, The possible far-reaching
importance of the recent non-aggression

pact concluded with General Franco can only
be appreciated by a careful observer of Euro-
pean affalrs,

A most effective strateglcal trade effort
which we could make would be to offer Portugal,
a full, and Spain at least partial, economilc
independence of Germany and Italy, These, the
mother countrles, have been heretofore powerful
influences in Italian and German economiec pene-~

tration in Latin America,

I have been unofficlally informed and
believe that proposals of a non-political
aspect from the United States to Spaln, through
the proper channels, would be generously consid-

ered, The same proposals, however, emanating
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from elther France or England would not be
entertained through fear of political
complications,

Portuguese and Spanish products of
every nature i,e, cork, olives, sardines,
tin, mercury, potash etec, are non compe-
titive products which could be imported
advantageously and would partially offset
their unfavorable trade balance with the

United States,



Private & Confddewddad lemorandum

A few days ago, General Franco's closest
adviser informed me that during a banquet
ziven him recently by the German Industries
and Economic Minlstry, a proposal was made
to purchase 90 percent of Spain's exports
on a compensation basis, He was aware of
the purpose of the offer and the disadvan-
tages to Spanish economy. HHis reply to my
reactions regarding the matter was "but
what can we do ? We don't trust the French
because we know they have been our enemies
in the last war, England has offered us
40 million pounds, but we would not consi-
der this at such a moment, We do not feel
that most of the Americans have been
friendly to us during the last war, but we
attribute this to misunderstanding of our

cause, and we would accept a transaction



with America, which we would not entertain
with either France or England,"

He then suggested the possibility of a
business with Spain similar to the transact-
ion which we have Just negotiated in Portugal
as a beginning and as a gesture of confidence
in Spain, We might for example, he saild,
offer an immediate credit of say 25 million
dollars for five years maximum to be utilized
for the purchase of approxlmately five mlllion
dollars of tobacco and 20 million dollars of
cotton, He sald that he would recommend such
a transaction, but that 1t could only be
presented confidentlally and unofficlially,
and negotiated personally with General Franco,
He insisted that it 1s only through private
and proper channels that such transaction
could be realized, and he belleves that such
proposal could open the way for shaping Spain's

economic and trade policies in the direction,
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which he, as an economist, desires and would
raccmﬁend. He advised that a credit of that
importance could be met by the Spanish treasury,
but that he would not at the present moment
consider heavier commitments,

He stated that Germeny is now endeavour=-
ing to obtain control of Spanish mercury and
potash deposits, He belleves that by acting
quickly and discreetly this move might be
counteracted, He informed me that one of the
richest known potash deposits has just been
discovered near Barcelona, contalning some
seventy five million tons of the highest
grade product. If the above loan could Dbe
arranged, he believes it might enable him

to break the German potash cartel and sell

to America, which would definitely orientate

Spain's future trade interest with our own,



May 24, 1939

Dear Bill:

On recelpt of your letter of May 9 in regard
to the Rosenblatt project, I took the matter up
with the War Department and the Department of Ztate,
The question has been fully reconsidered. I agree,
however, with the two Departments that 1t would be
very inadvisable from our point of view for Rosen-
blatt to go ahead with his projeet at this time,

If he wishes to tske it up agaln two or three
months from now, the Departments will be glad to
review the question in the light of the elroum-
stances then existing, and it is possible that
the situation ml ng, that time have changed
sufficlently ao t we would be prepared to re-
verse our pgresent position,

Affectionately yours,

The Honorable
"llinm ¢, Bullits,
American Ambasgsador,
Faris.



CcoPY

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 17, 1939

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR

What can I say on this?
F. D. R.



Paris, May 9, 1939.
PERSONAL AND R

Dear Mr. President:

I enclose herewith a secret report of the French
General Staff which has been compiled from information
gathered by the French Secret Service and is the basis
on which the French General Staff has prepared its
plans for coping with the German Air Force. I thought
you would rather have it in extenso rather than in
summery. Please note that it is absolutely secret.

A few days ago, La Chambre, Minister for Alr,
sald to me that owing to the failure of the Bloch
prototype which the French had sxpected to be as good
or better than the Amiot, he had become sincerely
interested in the possibility of manufacturing the
Amiot plane in the United States. At the same time
I received a memorandum prepared by Joseph C. Green
of the Department of State which had been seen and

approved

The Honorable
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
President of the United States of America,
Washington, D. C.
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