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Summer Reading 2018, #1 

Excerpt from Súil le Breith 

For the summer we planned on translating some literature, mostly short stories. I'm cheating a little on 

the first assignment, which is an excerpt from the 1983 novel, Súil le Breith. It was the first novel by 

Pádraig Standún, and it caused rather a stir when it was released, as I'll explain in a moment. 

This was, I think, the first full novel we read in Nancy Stenson's conversation group, and it took us a 

year or two! But one of the things I really liked about this novel was that it was filled with more or less 

self-contained stories of life in rural Ireland. So I don't feel too badly about excerpting one of those 

stories for this assignment. 

The story centers on a young priest, Tom Connor, who is assigned to a community on the west coast of 

Ireland, as well as to the village on an island just off that coast. The practice in such places was for the 

priest to say Mass on the mainland, and then islanders would row to the mainland in a currach to pick 

him up and bring him out to the island to serve the village. This story is about the priest's first voyage, 

if I remember, out to the island. 

In the novel, Father Connor falls in love with his housekeeper and gets her pregnant! Súil le Breith 

could mean "expecting", in the pregnant sense, or it could mean "awaiting judgment." Standún himself 

translated it into English as "Lovers." Anyway, it was about this time, or not long after, that I believe 

some bishop was found to have fathered a child, and other sexual misconduct among the clergy began 

to get some attention in the media. 

Standún has written many novels since, most of them are a fairly easy style to read, they move right 

along and don't use overly flowery language. And most of them have a fair amount of sex or raunchy 

bits in them. This is interesting because Standún himself is a priest. He spent time in Carraroe and in 

the Aran Islands, giving him the background for Súil le Breith. 

He was born in County Mayo in 1946. Other novels iniclude A.D.2016 (again, lots of good stand alone 

stories in that one), Cion Mná, a tale of lesbian love, Na hAntraipeologicals, Saoire, An tAinmhí, 

Stigmata, and I gCóngar I gCéin, something of a thriller. 

This is a fair hunk of text, so it may take us a couple of sessions to get through it. Get as far as you can 

over the next two weeks. 
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