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SCRATCHINGS.

By M. A. BELL.

“The Philatelic Press of 1899."

\Ve have now entered the closing
vear of the 19th century and in fig-
ures the first year of the new
century. In looking back over
1899, many startling changes pre-
sent themselves, especially in the
field of philatelic literature.

In January, 1899, the *“‘Stamp
Tribune” was launched with very
fair prospects, with Mr. Lev as
editor and publisher and Mr. Ver-
heck as associate-editor and re-
view-editor. The paper was at
first printed in Harriman, Tenn.,
but later was moved to Cleveland,
(Chio, where it still remains, having
risen from fair prospects to as good
prospects as any philatelic paper
published.

“Stamp Talk" was first issued a
little before 1899, but vet can fairly
e called an 1899 paper. William
li. Brown of Kansas City, Mo., was
the publisher and Toster A. Lilly
was review editor. The paper was
published containing new and orig-
nal matter and was meeting with
sticcess when the ill nealth of the
publisher compelled him to give it
1p with the July number.

The  “ Michigan Philatelic
Weekly” attempted to take a hold
n philatelic circles, but after three
numbers, dtsappeared

About this time John Luther
vilbon gave up the Boston Stamp
ook, one of the best in Philately,
nd the FEastern Philatelist, who as-

sumed ceontrol, was the gainer
thereby. A short time after this,
the same untimely fate overtook
this paper and it sold out to the
Philatelic Bulletin, which, however,
still continues to exist.

In February the Phlailatelic Adwvo-
cate took up the Philatelic Messen-
ger, and is still published.

The February number of the
Texan Philatelist was the last. Tt
was sold out to the Lone Star Slate
Philatelist, which in turn in the lat-
ter part of 1899, was combined with
the Virginia Philatelist.  The Lone
Star State Philatclist was one of the
favorites and it was with much re-
gret that we saw it pass over the
line.

In March James \. Kennedy
surprised us with the Nebraska
I'hilaielist  from  Tlastings, Neb.

With only four pages in its first
number and unannounced. it has
continued to put in appearance,
ecach number hetter in size and
quality.

In April the Stamp Reporter
turned its face from the monthly to
the weekly field, but after a few
nt.mbers gave up entirely.

Mr. Dodge also decided, about
this time, to combine his three
papers into one, the Tri-Monthly
Collcctor, but after various strug-
gling attempts to get it out three
times a month, he saw his error and
did the best thing he could have
done, gave it up.

In May Ralph W, Tucker gave
us the finest “first number” of the
year in the “Stamp Fxchange.” All
the leading writers were among its
contributors i its suceess would
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have been assured had not the pub-
lisher taken some foolish advice
and raised the subscription price to
fiity cents. This resulted in the
closing up of the paper with the
July number.

An anonymous burlesque
stamp paper was the next and
newest thing, in the shape of
“Stampic America,” being the
brains of the C. family. This
was closely followed by another,
“The Rival Philatelist,” and they,
with more success than others, are
still published, although the com-
bined subscription and free list of
the two does not, perhaps, equal
one hundred.

The Chicago Philatelist appeared
September 1st, well stocked, well
printed and of good quality, but,
alas! one number was all. Finan-
cial embarrassment the cause.

The Jubilee Philatelist, the Phila-
telist’s Window, Moline Stamp
News and The Western Philatelic
News all tried their hand about this
time and the hand has not been
withdrawn as yet.

The Philatelic Chronicle is the
latest and one of the best.

Other papers which have ap-
peared during the past year are
Philatelic Literature, Junior Col-
lector, Bi-Monthly Collector, Ohio
Philatelists and Illinois Philatelist.

The above perhaps does not
mention all the changes in this
field, but I believe it has taken in
all the important ones. If one
were to judge from the above list,
it would seem as if the stamp busi-
ness had been “booming’ the past
year, and it is only hoped that it
will continue to boom in 1900.

Look out for Chapman's Adhes-
ive. Like the mustard plaster, it's
bound to stick.

ANSWERS TO INQUIRIES.

By Sopkins & Heverns.

NOTE. Before starting in to
answer the numerous letters we
have at our desk, we would respect-
fully inform the public that: We do
not publish Stampic America; we
know nothing about the Rival
Philatelist ; we have never seen the
Plymouth Rock; and our name
does not begin with a capital C.

CLAUDE T. RENO: (1) If
you are not well up in grammar
and rhetoric, a simple explanation
at the head of your work will do.
(2) No. “David Harum” is not a
book on stamps.

ROY B, BRADLEY: We can-
not inform you as to the proper
way to mix Manhattan Cocktails.
Either consult a bartender’s guide
or write Verbeck.

H.A. CHAPMAN: (1) Yes, the
Adhesive ought to be a “sticker,”
but be careful you don’t get “stuck”
yourself. You know stamp “stick-
ers’” are common now-a-days. (2)
Yes, we did have the opinion the
ink and paper used in “Stampic
America” belonged in your family.

A. HERRST: (1) In such a
case we would advise you to retain
a good attorney at once, Bridge of
Albany might do. A breach of
promise suit is rather a serious mat-
ter. (2) No, olives are not eaten
with forks.

J.F. FARRELL: (1) It is proper
when paying any attention to a
young lady, when your intentions
are serious and you have reason to
believe she reciprocates vour ten-
der feelings, to ask permission of
her parents to marry her. (2) No,
a band at a wedding would be bad
taste.
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FRANKLIN STEARNS: (1)
Yes, you looked very hand-
some in your picture which ap-
peared in the December “Virginia
Philatelist.” (2) If you all helped
Paalzow to move, we think that a
gcod excuse for the delay of your
paper.

A. DIETZ: (1) It was wrong
of them to attach your real property
vchen you had sufficient personal
property to satisfy the judgment.
(2) Bring an action of replevin
against the sheriff.

R.C.BAGCH: (1) ¥Yes, 'you
have been discovered. (2) No, if
you wish to fight on the other side
you would not have to be natural
1zed, you are enough of a DBoer
(bore) now. (3) Wurtele will look
after your young wife until the
“barrier” is broken down.

WILLIAMS & CO.: Yes, we
think Bach, Brassington, Ackley
and the rest would join you in your
new scheme. (2) What jail did
you say it was?

HERBERT GILE: No, an es-
say on “Lovely Stamps” would do
very well in your paper. (2) Itis
not absolutely necessary to pay the
printer before you get your paper.
(3) Yes, most of the writers you
mention will supply you with con-
tributions for “an inch ad. space."”

C. W. K.: We are not fa-
niiliar with the laws of your state,
but the common law does not re-
quire you to print the name of the
members resigning from the P. S,
cf A., then again it would take up
too much of your valuable space. Tt
is better, as you say, to only publish
the names of the twa members.

A Happy New Year to all.

WILL ISSUE STAMPS.

Government to Commemorate the
Pan-American Exhibition.

The postoffice department has de-
cided upon an issue of stamps com-
memorative of the Pan-American
exhibition at Buffalo next year.

The stamps will be of the same
size as those now issued and will be
in the denominations of 1, 2, 4, 5,
5 and 10 cents.

Notice! T am compiling a set of books with the
nddresses of stamp freaks, those whn substitute
tainps, order stamwps and do not pay for them,
cluim they were never received, that liw)' have re-
turned the lot, or in foct wny who commit dis-
honest or shady transactions, Stamp Dealers and
Collectors have been greatly imposed upon and
sumething should be done to stop it. 1f you know
ufany dealers or eollectors who belong 1o the dis=
honest cluss kindly send me their addresses with
particulars. Should you wish to inquire regardin
any one send 1o stamp to pay return postage and f
will tryand giveyou the information you lesire.
Now don’t pass this notice without thought but
contribute romething for the general good and you
will find it will beof great benefit to the philate-
lists at lnige, H. G, SMITH, Treas. American
I"hilarehe Assoelation, Winona, Ming.

SUNDRYS

Genuine Smith &

self-cocker,38.. .........c...... 11.00
Same, Hammerless ... oo, o 12,00
Imitation  Smith unid Wesson (Shoats

mstas well) 32 or 8 Cal.. . ., . .b0

Awerican Self Cocker, 22, 32 or 3%..vr...  1.85

Stamps for my approval
GOLLEGT

books at 30 per cent dis-

count,
Juck Kpives, best Ameriean Steel, 2
_ blades, 410, Ebony Handle..... ........ .90
Same, J§inch, Ebuny Handle................. .. .85
Pen Knife, best Awerienn Steel

Blades, 1 File, 3 inch, Stag lllmlia..‘,l, 1.20

. Above nre all of the best q\piii‘y. Can far-
nigh cheaper: also other articles in Hardware and
Sporting Goods.

C. F. RICHARDS,

326 West 20th St., New York City.
Am. Phil. Ass'n No 18.



LIFE'S POSSIBILITIES.

It was at the Waldorf-Astoria
during horse show time and the
dinner hour, the busiest time of the
whole dayv at that wonderful hos-
telry.

Uniformed attendants flew here
and there in the breathless haste,
waiters and “omnibuses” hovered
distractedly about the flower be-
decked tables in the grand dining
salon and the palm gardens, and
through the rich corridors flowed a
ceaseless stream of elegant women
in trailing silken gowns and pros-
perous looking men in Tuxedos or
swallow tail coats cut to reveal daz-
zling segments of shirt front.

The riot of luxury, feasting and
enjoyment was at its height when
two men met in the office—two
men of forty or thercabouts, with
that indefinable air of self-con-
scious power that marks the suc-
cessful husiness man.

“By the gods, if it isn’t Fred
Fink!” exclaimed the taller of the
two, stopping suddenly with out-
stretched hand,

“Teller!!” cried the other joy-
fully, seizing the proffered hand, “I
am glad-te see you, old man!”

In another moment the two were
scated in a couple of the big,
thronelike feather chairs which the
Astor millions have provided for
the purpose of at once comforting
and impressing the hotel patrons
and were giving an account of
themselves in  true American
fashion.

They had not seen each other
since fifteen years before they had
separated, after four years of inti-
mate fricndship at a fresh water col-
lege to go out and seek their for-
tune after the impetuous fashion of
western youth,

“Yon have prospered, T hear,”
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said Fink, “amnd have become an
out-and-out New Yorker in fact
and sentiment.”

“Oh, I've had my ups and
downs,” replied Teller, with a little
laugh, “but I'm on top now. As
for being a confirmed New Yorker,
well, Mrs. Teller, like most eastern
women, doesn’t care for the west.
We've never done the conyentional
trip to California. She prefers
crossing the pond when we travel.”

In the last words was all the
complacency of the man who has
had a hard fight of it and won, but
Fink easily forgave the little touch
of vanity. He had been through it
all himself.

“Then there's a Mrs. Teller?” he
sard, smiling.

“Oh, yes, and a Jack Teller, the
sccond,” replied the other. “You
must sce that boy, Ned.”

“1 want to,” said Fink, but some-
thing wistful in his voice struck his
friend.

“And yvou?" he asked quickly.
“Surely you've not remained single,
my boy?"”

“I've never married,” was
brief reply.

“Why, you're the very fellow to
have a romance, 1 should think,”
went on Teller, *“You used to be a
sentimental chap at college, alwavs
writing verses and all that.”

Fink laughed.

“Yes, [ had my
said,

“Well, T, am sorry it doesn't
seem to have a happy ending.” said
Teller smcerely. "\ wife is a great
help to a man. 1'd like to tell you
hefore vou meet her,” he went on,
bending forward carnestly, "what
mine has done for me. She's made
a man of me and proved that T was
worth the job. She's heen more
than a wife to me. She's been my
good, honest. loval chum. There

the

romance,” he
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are not many men who can say that
of their wives.”

“No, [ fancy not,”
Frank, smiling.

“It's wonderful the understand-
ing she had of the way a man feels,
an inexpericnced girl like her,”
proceeded the other. “You see, she
was a stenographer in our office
when I first met her, and I fell in
love with her at first sight almost.
1'd made a little pile, and when we
were married I thought things were
coming pretty much my way. But
hard times settled it and I lost
everything. For a long time it was
liard work to get bread and butter,
hut that girl stood by me through
thick and thin. When 1 was sick
for a year with rheumatism she
went back to office work and kept
me and the boy with what she
earned, with never a word of com-
plaint or regret through it all. I
tell you, old boy, she’s got the stuff
in her that heroes are made of.
Goodness knows where she got it,
that courage of hers. 1 never
asked her about her family, and
<he’s not one to talk much, but [
fancy they were ordinary enough.
[ believe they came from some little
town in New York state, and I
know she never had anything
much in her life. But now the
struggle is over and I can give her
about what she wants, thank God.
I tell you, Ned, it's a pity you let
one disappointment spoil your life.
There’s nothing so sweetens exist-
eace as the companionship of a
good woman.”

“And nothing poisons it like a
bad one,” said Frank oitterly,

“But surely the good ones out-
number the bad. Forgive me, Ned,
but isn't it rather narrow to let one
woman prejudice you against the
whole sex? Of course, I don’t
lknow the story—""

assented
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“It's not pleasant,” said the
other man, - knocking the ashes
from his cigar with nervous fin-
gers. “It all happened the year [
left college. I met a girl in Denver.
She was beautiful and clever, and
you're right about my being senti-
mental, Teller. I fancied because
her eyes were pure and bright as
the stars in heaven that she must be
an angel. She was poor, too. Her
father was a drunken, good-for-
nothing fellow, and she was very
urhappy, and I pitied her. Ah, I
was very far gone, indeed. We were
going to be married when I had
made ‘money enough, and mean-
time I was happy as—well, as
happy as a fool. And then, one
day as we were walking down the
sireet togethcr we met a man, a low
fellow, with a dyed moustache. I
knew him. He was a shoestring
gambler, who came down some-
times from the mining camps and
as vile a cur as ever breathed. To
my amazement he stopped and
spcke to me. ‘“What are you doing
with my wife?” he asked angrily. [
supposed he’d been drinking, and
was about to brush him aside when
I happened to look at her, and what
| saw told me all. She was cower-
ing before that beast, with every
vestige of color gone from her face
and her eyves fastened on his with
such a look that in a flash T knew
that her fear of him was no new
thing with her.

“*Great God, Lucy," T cricd, ‘tell
me this isn't true But she only
gave a little moan, and so I turned
away and left them there. I never
saw her again.”

There was a moment’s pause.
The orchestra, from its perch on
the landing of the marble stairway
was playing an air from “La Bo-

(Continued on page 9.)
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EDITORIALS.

The publishers and editors of the
WEEKLY Stamp TRIBUNE wish a
happy New Year to all who peruse
these pages. May the year
“oughty-ought” be a prosperous
cne to us all, and especially to the
WEEKLY STAMP TRIBUNE,

Cleveland is to have a Stamp
Auction Sale on January 17th. Tt
will be held under the auspices ol
the Garfield-Perry Stamp Club, and
is expected to be the event of the
C Ieveland stamp season.

by the way, it may not be known
generally that Cleveland boasts of
one of the best local stamp clubs in
the United States. The Garfield-
Perry Stamp Club consists of about
sixty or seventy of Cleveland’s
most prominent collectors, Its roll
is graced by such names as J. V.
Fainter, T. O. Bailey, Dr. T. H.
Tubman, W. H. Barnum and many

other leading Cleveland business
men. Monthly meetings are held

in the Arcade, and good times are
always enjoyed at the bi-weekly
social gatherings at the homes of
various members.

We trust that the many thous-
ands who see this copy of the
WEEKLY will appreciate our efforts
to give the stamp fraternity a good,
lively, up-to-date weekly, and will
demonstrate it in a substantial way
by sending in their subscription.
The time was when it seemed al-
most sacriligious to see a first-class
stamp paper contain any outside
matter such as the WEEKLY pre-
sents in this number, but fortunate-
ly for the good of Philately, this
feeling is no more. The best
method of doing missionary work
among our boys is to reach them
through a medium they can under-
stand and appreciate, and such a
medium is the popular short story
ol today.

A child is taught to use bread as
a solid food by first having it fed
to him with something sweet and
toothsome spread over it, and a
novice to our hobby must be
trained in like manner. Such a
course it is our intention to pursue
and if you desire to hielp bring con
verts into the Philatelic fold, vou
may easily do so by encouraging us
with your immediate support in the
form of a SUBSCRIPTION.

The publishers have securcd the
services of Wm. B. Hale, the well
known Stamp Drummer, as the
traveling representative of THE
TrisuNe. He is fully authorized to
rcceive subscriptions and advertise-
ments, and to collect payment for
same. Should he happen to drop in
upon you at any time, both he and
we would appreciate your “sub" (if
yvou are a mnon-subscriber), and
your “ad.” if you are a dealer.

We may say the same of A. L.
Seager, our Pacific Coast represen-
tative; S. J. Petree, our general
agent, and C. E. A. Holmes, our
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Canadian  representative.  Any
courtesies shown to either of these
gentlemen would be highly appre-
ciated by the publishers of the
WEEKLY STAMP TRIBUNE.

We should like to call the atten-
tion of the dealers to the offer made
in the prospectus announcing our
advent,

The front cover page is printed
in two colors and is without doubt
the best position in the paper for
the proper display of an “ad.” The
holders of the first contracts will be
entitled to secure permanent posi-
tions on the front cover, provided
the space contracted for is to con-
sist of not less than Twenty (20)
lir.es for at least Three (3) months.
This offer stands good till the
Hundred and twenty (120) lines on
the front cover (six spaces of
twenty lines each) are contracted
for. After any of the contracts ex-
pire, space on the front page will
cost 25% above regular rates.

If you are looking for a good
position in a good paper at good
rates, don't neglect to sign your
contract at ance as only Eighty (80)
lines of the frant cover are left un-
contracted for.

Contract rates and blanks fur-
miched on application,

We are mailing the WEEKLY to
allthe Y. M. C. A.and Y. W. C.
A. libraries, to all Philatelic So-
cieties and Clubs, distributing
through the Union News Co., on
trains, through the American News
Co., to dealers, stationers and
school supply houses, and advertis-
ing liberally for subscriptions.

Should you have anything to
suggest that might enable us to
give you hetter service, let us hear
from you.

LIFE'S POSSIBILITIES.
(Continued from page 7.)

heme,” repeating the refrain over
and over zgain with passionate in-
sistence. .

“Isn’t it possible that there was
some mistake?” asked Teller at last,
a little awkwardly.

“No,” said Fink, in a hard voice.

. “Her father came to see me after-

ward. She was getting a divorce
quietly, he told me, and they had
agreed to keep me in ignorance of
the whole affair. Of course, the
biackguard threatened to shoot me
if T didn’t marry his daughter, but
when he saw I was not afraid of
liim, he let me alone. They came
cast after that, I believe.”

“Perhaps she wasn’t as much to
blame as he,” observed Teller,
thoughtfully.

“Perhaps—she was very young.
But such training in deceit doesn't
turn out the women who make
good wives, and divorced women
arec hardly in my line. No, there
was no excuse for her, and it was
only my luck. You fell in love with
the right woman, and T fell in love
vwith the wrong one—that’s all.”

A woman came down the cor-
ridor as he spoke the last words, a
tall, elegant woman, in a modish
cown, whose gleaming folds clung
closely to her slender figure. A
boy of eight or nine years held her
I+ the hand, and bhoth looked out
on the world with the same eyes,
great, beautiful gray eyes, at once
proud and sad.

As the woman’s eyes met Fink's
they dilated suddenly and he
started with a sharp pain at his
licart that caught his breath.

How had she come here just
when—the very woman of whom
he had been talking? As he started
up Teller glanced around and then



10 WEEKLY

rose with a happy smile.

“Ah, Lucille,” he cried. “I
have met an old friend, Ned TFink.
He must be your friend also. Ned,
this is my wife.”

The joyous pride in his friend’s
voice made Fink wince inwardly
as he bowed ceremoniously.

“I am very glad to meet Mrs.
Fink,” she said calmly. How well
he knew her voice.

“You'll dine with us, I hope,
Ned,” called Teller, over his
shoulder, as he started on with the
boy.

“Thank you, no. Leave for
Denver in half an hour,” replied
Fink.

Then a sudden surge in the
crowd brought someone between
them for a moment, and the woman
turned to him abruptly.

The pitiful appeal in her eyes
went straight to Fink's heart, and
he felt his own eyes grow dim with
tears.

“He does not know,” she said
simply,

“He never shall,” cried Fink.—
Edgar Temple Field in Chicago

Herald.

EXCHA"E PRINTED STATIONERY FOR
+  STAMPS. I will print and

send postpaid 100 fine No.6 envelopes, your eard

in corner, 100 fine self-nddressed envelopes, 100 fine

note heads (plain or ruled) for 20 stamps eal. at 10

cents each or for 80 ecents eash.

Address
J. P.WRIGHT,
Newport, R. I.

IF you are an ap-

. Proval buyer send

n good reference

for my unexcelled approval hooks nt 50 per cent
diseount on net prices. My hooks are about the
nentest and best on the market as | mnke a spec-
inlty of the approval trade. The 50 prer. cent is-
count hooks contain a fine line of U. 3 postage,
revenues, match and medicine and Foreign stamps.
The net books contnin unmused stonps of a high
grvde, sueh as U, 8., lawaii. British Colonies
a.al other conntries, current and new issues, eto.

MARSHAL OLSON,
548 Erle Street, S, E.
Minneapolls, Minn.
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THE GHOST IN BROCADE.

On hoardings, in fields, on th
covers of magazines, on the back
sheets of newspapers, an advertisec-
ment headed “S.S.S.” appcars witl
the regularity of the sun.  Addi-
tional information is accorded 1o
the curious by the expansion oi
these mystic signs into the words.
“Sarah's Salutary Sauce''—a condi-
ment invented by Sarah Brag tn
tickle the palates of the epicurcs.

Her husband. a compositor i
the office of a provincial journal.
mrade a fortune out of it for both of
them. He commenced quite in a
small way by advertising it in the
columns he set up, while Sarah,
renting suitable premises in  the
town, personally manufactured her
invention. The advertisements
were read, the sauce was approve!
ot, and as circles on the water its
fame widened round the world. In
twenty years Mr. and Mrs. Brag
were almost millionaires, and hav-
ing turned their concern into a lim-
ited liability company, retired to
cnjoy an old age of well earned easc
and comfort at Allston hall
“S.S.S." did its work well, and for
once Fortune bestowed her favors
on the deserving.

They were wholly unlike the mil-
lionaires of commerce or ot fiction,
these two. For they were neither
anxious to get into soclety nor de-
sirous of displaying their wealth
with ostentation. Mr. Brag, in-
indeed, had rubbed off some of his
natural roughness whilst shoulder-
ing his way through the world, but
Sarah, his wife, was as much a cook
as she had heen when she presided
over the kitchen of Alliston hall
Now she sat in the drawing room
and could without doubt have set
up as a fine lady had she so desired.
But her heart was ever in the hack
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premises, and her visits there were
hy no means infrequent. She re-
mained always the uneducated,
rough, warm hearted woman, de-
yoted to her home and to her hus-
hand. I knew her value better than
.nyone, save perhaps Ilelen; and
hoth of us were extremely fond of
lier, and indeed of Mr. Brag also.
They were a typical Mr, and Mrs,
Boffin.

But who am I, you will ask—and
who is ITelen, too? Well, I who
tell this story am Geoffrey [leau-
champ, an idle Oxonian and private
sceretary to Mr. Brag.

When I leit Balliol, my father,
failing in business, took his loss of
money and reputation so seriously
that he died of a broken heart, and
joined my mother in the next world
whither she had long preceded him,
I'inding myself an orphan, penni-
less and without a profession, I
cast about for employment. 1
answered an advertisement for a
secretary. In this way it was that
! became acquainted with Mr.
Brag. For three years past 1 have
looked after his affairs—that is to
say, I have written his letters, ad-
vised him as best I could, and have
stood between his too kindly soul
ind the hungry horde of money
llunters. And he on his part has
ireated me more like a son than a
paid servant, which [ have not
fuiled to appreciate. So comfortable
« position and so kindly a friend

‘me not to every man.

Then there 1s Helen. She is
lhoked upon as the danghter of the
louse, as indeed she is, seeing that
-he was born at the hall.

When Sir Ralph Alliston died,
alter a spendthrift career, he left his
(nly child without a penny. The
Iall was sold, and the proceeds
vent to pay off the mortgages and
e rest of the debts. So Helen,
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poor helpless girl, had no choice
but to go out as a governess. But
Sarah Brag soon changed all that.
She remembered llclen as a child,
and when the hall was purchased by
the money made out of “S.5.S5."
she sought out the orphan and in-
sisted upon her returning.

“As my own child,” explained
the good soul; “seein’ that ‘]’ and
me ain’t bin bless’d with babies.
Not that I'm a lady, my dear, nor
could ever have a daughter like

you. But we’ll put it like that to
satisiy the ‘conveniences’ of so-
Ciel)"ll

What could Helen do but ac-
cept an offer so kindly and so liber-
ally made. So she came back to
lier ancestral home, and found ex-
istence made as pleasant for her as
Mr. and Mrs. Brag could make it.
Then it came about that as 1 was
yvoung and Helen altogether
charming we fell in love with cach
other, much ta the delight, be it
said, of our patrons. Eventually it
was arranged that I should be
Helen's husband; and that she
should expect to inherit the sub-
stantial profits from “S.S.8."

“And if T might advise Mr.
Beauchamp,” said Mrs. lirag,
heaming, “you should takc the
name and arms of Alliston, by
right of 'Elen here; so that when
we are dead and gone the old fam-
ily will still be in the old place
where they have been for Lord
knows what number of vears.

“Think,” cried Mrs. DBrag, jubi-
lantly, “‘of the ancestors you'll have,
Why, there’s a church chock full of
'em—all knights and bar’nites.
Fine, ain’t it?"”

I agreed that it was “fine” and
with Helen's consent, indeed at her
express wish, I promised the
worthy couple to take the name of
Alliston wvhen T should lead the Tast




12 WEEKLY STAMP TRIBUNE.

scion of the family to the altar. And
this was the position of affairs when
the ghost came ; and I do not think
there were four happier people in
the whole world up to that time.
IL.ady Marian spoilt it all.

Lady Marian was the ghost’s
name. She had been a Georgian
heauty a couple of hundred years
ago—had rustled in silken brocade
in the midst of Jacobite conspira-
cies. Her husband had preferred
King George to King James, and
desirous of keeping his head and
property, had given her to under-
stand as much. But it would seem
that excitement was the breath of
ILLady Marian’s nostrils and she
made the hall a center of intrigues,
which included the midnight visits
of Jesuit priests, of French emis-
szries from his majesty over the
water and of sulky squires who
cursed the Hanoverian in their
Clps.

Sir Walter Alliston, being a jeal-
ous husband as well as a loyal sub-
ject, disapproved of his wife’s
pranks, and accused her of using
politics for the masking of intrigues
against his honor and her own. The
lady, being of hight spirit, denied
the accusation, and swore never
again to speak to her husband. He,
more furious than ever, kept a close
wztch upon her, and one evening
found a masked gallant leaving her
apartments. Without a moment's
hesitation he ran  the intruder
through with his rapier. When he
tore off the vizor he found to his
horror that the victim was Lady
Marian herself, disguised for some
excursion. Dying, she cursed him
and his, and declared that she
would haunt him and his descend-
ants evermore.

“And she's kept her word,” said
Mrs. Brag, who told me the story,
“for when Sir Walter died she

walked down the picture gallc
the night before. She always comn
to tell when one of the family is
die. I ’eard as she was seen ju
before ’Elen’s father went off, ar,
when Lady Alliston died I saw 1! .
ghost myself.”

“Nonsense, Mrs. Brag! Ther
are no such things as ghosts,” |
said.

‘Oh, ain’t there, but there is. |
tell you, as I'm a livin', breathis’
woman Isaw the Lady Marinn
gliding along the picture gallery i
brocade and ‘igh ’eeled shoes, jusl
as she wore when alive.”

“Have you seen the ghost since
vou bought the hall, Mrs. Brag?"

“God forbid, my dear; for if
lady Marian comes again it will
only be to take away ’Elen, seein’
as she's the last of them.”

As Mrs, Brag, with the supe:
stition of an uneducated person,
firmly believed in the warning ap-
parition, T was not surprised on re-
turning from a month’s holiday in
Switzerland shortly before Christ-
nias to find her in a state of greal
alarm at the reappearance of hur
bugbear, Two weeks before iy
return Lady Marion, brocade, high
heel shoes, cane and all, had twice
heen seen in the picture gallery—o
cach occasion at the midnight
hour.

Mrs. Brag was certain- that
meant Helen's death, and unab'e
utterly to keep feeling of any kinl
to herself, had succeeded in infec
ing the whole house with her fear-
Not a servant would enter the lory
gallery, as it was called, after darl .
and even Mr. Brag, skeptic as !'¢
was, became uneasy when he can'¢
to think of what it might mean.

The girl herself did not look o
well as when T had left for my ho -
day. She was pale and thin, aid
singularly silent,  Her eyes, too,

-

—_—r O s
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scemed unnaturally bright. After
Mrs. Brag had delivered herself of
the story, and had stated her inten-
tion of calling in the vicar to exor-
cise the ghost, T was left alone in
the drawing room with Helen.

“My darling you look ill,” T said,
clasping her in my arms; “surely
vou do not believe in all this non-
sense.”

She shivered. “I don't know,"
che said, nervously. ™“Both the
housekeeper and the butler have
«cen the ghost. Mrs. Drag is al-
vays talking about it, and really I
am beginning to think there must
be some truth in it.”

“Nonsense ! nonsense! All this
talk and fuss had made you ner-
vous and i1l ; hasn't it, dear?”’

“Yes, Geoffrey; I was quite well
until the ghost came.”

I saw very plainly how matters
stood. Helen was sensitive and
highly strung, and Mrs. Brag's
foolish talk had wrought her up to
such a pitch that the tortured
nerves reacted on her delicate body.
She was never a strong girl, but
<he was always very healthy. Worry
was evidently what had made her
ill. I no longer wondered that the
Allistons had died when Lady
Marion was rumored to have ap-
peared. They were a nervous race.
I realized therefore that if I did not
dn  something to exorcise this
spirit, if such it were, Helen would
become seriously ill, and might die.

“It is a good thing I returned,”
I said to Mr. Brag, when Helen re-
tired to dress for dinner. “That
girl will die if this sort of thing
zoes on.”

“I dessay, I dessay, Geoffrey;
hl}tt how do vou propose to stop
]t..'

“Find out the trick, to be sure.”

“But ‘ow do you know it's a
rick, Geoffrey?”
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“I'm sure of it.
you seen the ghost?”

“Lor, no. I .ain’t a coward,
Geoffrey, but wild ’orses wouldn’t
drag me to that gallery at night. I
ain’t seen it, but Parsons and Mrs.
Jackson "ave.”

“Or think they have. What they
have seen is someone dressed up
like Lady Marion, mark me. Or
clse they suffer from hallucination.
Parsons is sober, I know.”

“Oh, yes; and even if he ain't,
Mrs. Jackson is. She never touches
a drop to my knowledge. No, tain't
drink, whatever it is.”

“And they both declare that they
have scen the ghost?”

“Lor’ yes. They take their oaths
they have."”

“Then it must be a trick. And if
I catch the person who is playing it
T'll—well, TN make the false ghost
a real one. \Will you let me take
charge of this matter, Mr, Brag?”
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"Of course, Geoffrey. I was just
waitin’ for you to come back. Find
out what'’s wrong and knock all this
stuff out of my old woman’s head.
She’s mostly in hysterics o'nights.”

“And no wonder when Helen
looks so ill.  Believe me, ghosts
went out when gas came in. I
think I shall manage to prove to
you that this spectral Lady Marion
is very substantial flesh and blood.”

“But she may not be,” urged Mr.
Brag, somewhat dubiously. Lots
of these ‘igh families 'ave their
ghosts to see 'em into the next
world, I Dbelieve. Besides, who
could be playing this wild trick?”

(To be Continued.)

ERRORS IN 59th—NOT COR-
RECTED.

By John Peltz.

The beginner collector—and
sometimes even the advanced—is
puzzled to see in a copy of Scott’s
catalogue, even the latest, 59th,
stamps catalogued which he has
never seen a copy of and never will,
for, although the stamps are priced
at a few cents, they have no real
existence—at least not according to
the catalogue description, When
we send for the aforesaid stamps we
get entirely different ones—irom
the catalogue description, And the
explanation is: these are errors in
the catalozue ; the stamps described
are those he gets, but are different-
ly de mnhul in the catalogue.
Most of the errors in the 59th have
heen corrected in the “Errata” in
the front part of the catalogue—but
not all of them. I append herewith
a list of errors—not in the Errata—
with the hope that it will prove in-
structive to my readers, who will be
saved from unnecessary trouble
aned annovance through thesc ex-
planations.

STAMP

TRLLGLN

In the 1890 issuc of Austria, N
67 reads type A 18; this should he
A 12. There is as yct no highe
type than A 14,

The 1888-91 issucs of Hungar:
vere printed on a paper with fin,
parallel vertical lines across the sur-
face of the stamp, the color of the
design was in nearly every case dif
ferent from the lines, while th
Roman figures of value are printed
in black—always. Now, ther
scems to be a mistake in the cata-
logue. For instance, the 5 kr, is
designated thus “5 k carmine and
black.” Why not say "5 k car
mine and carmine and black?” All
the other values have the color of
design and lines, but not of the
numerals, Why not add this also*
The 1862-64 1 p. red and the 1892
} p. gray of New Soutn Wales are
different in design, the chief being
this: The 1 p. has ornamental work
mn all four corners, while the ) p
has only ornaments in upper cor-
ners and figures of value in lower
The catalogue would lead one to
believe the 1 p. and 4 p. were simi-
lar in design.

In the Philippine Islands news-
paper stamps, 1892 issue, number
409 should read “lc. yellow-green,”
not “blue green™ as in the cata-

logue. Number 36, of Russia,
reads: Type “A 4. 14 k. blue and
rose,” but the fact is that the 14k

value is very much different from
type A 4,

Number 49, nl' Western Aus

ralia reads type “A 5. } p. green,”
~ul the design is different wvery
much so—from A 5, as can Ix
seen at a glance.

The above errors should be coy-
rected in Scott’s next catalogue and
extra cuts should be inserted of the
three different tvpes as described
alwove,
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OF INTEREST TO ALL. -..

Under this heading 1 will en-
dcavor to give everything in my
power which® I think will interest
:veryone who reads this column.

How many are there who under-
1and how the officially sealed
-tamp of Canada i1s used? Very
ww, I am afraid. .\ letter opened
I the department was closed again
y placing an officially  sealed
stamp around the edge ol the en-
velope where it had heen broken.
['kis accounts for the crease usually
‘ound across this stamp. Their
nresent  gelling value is between
e and $1.00 and they are well
vorth that.

[t is rather peculiar that so many
crrespondents make the mistake
at the present time of dating their
letters 1839 instead of 1900, In
many of my letters the writers have
vritten 1899 and crossed it out
and put 1900, having alterward no-
ticed their mistake,

W ould it not be a good thing for

-ome trust to be formed to swallow
up all the little monthlies which
-ubsist on a 10c and 15¢ subscrip-
tion of between 500 and 1000, and
-ometimes not that?  As a rule
‘hese monthlies do not publish
nore than six numbers, and do
Lilately more harm than good.
\Iv reason for saying this is that
he younger collector will sub-
‘ribe to a 10c or 15¢ paper for 12
nmbers heeause it is so cheap, and
hen the paper is  discontinued,
through want of time, etc.,” the
ung collector becomes discour-
zed and throws up philately alto-
cther, whereas if there were noth-
iz but firmly established papers to
iihseribe to, he would surely be a
ithful follower nf Philately

A watermark detector is becom-
ing more and more necessary in
these days ol prosperity and collec-
tions of minor varieties., Ii the
price of ane were not so high, they
would certainly be used more ex-
tensively.  An excellent way to pre-
parc onc at little or no cost is as
follows: Procure a shallow glass
digh with a smooth bottom, and not
very large perimeter.  Paint the
cutside bottom with black paint.
l'uy some benzine and put it in the
dish to a depth of about } inch.
With a pair of tweezers place the
specimen, face down, in the ben-
zine, which will improve rather
than injure the specimen. The
vatermark, if any, will show up
very distinctly.

If I may venture to give a little
advise to those who want to specu-
late, I would say, if you have any
Transvaal stamps, hold them: if
you have not any, buy all you can
at reasonable prices. 1 received
correspondence  from an English
collector in the Transvaal which
says that the present war is taking
all the attention of the Boers, and

that the stamp supply is running
out.

It is rumored that the Canadian
Government has a supplv of the
memorial jubilee stamps. One
person I know of gave the required
money for a set from lc to 50c un-
used to the postmistress, who got
the stamps for him without delay.

It is amusing the way that the
hoys who have 5 and 10 cents to
spend go into a stamp shop and
say, “Let me see some of your one
centers.” The dealer produces the
required “onc centers” and the
hovs look over them, each saying
what they have, and asking numer-
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ous questions, such as: "Got any
10 cent packets?” “How much is
that?” etc., etc. They select four
stamps and then remark, “Say, you
give 6c worth for 5¢c, don’t you?
All the other dealers do.” After
they leave the store they may be
seen with a crowd ot boys around
them bidding for the stamps which
they bought at 6 for 5.

Perhaps there has been enough
said about the second issue for
Guam, but I think tnat American
collectors should stop throwing
mud at the Canadian Government
because of speculation. When the
United States sees a good chance
for speculation it will not let 1t slip
by. A previous example is the
sale of newspaper stamps.

Did you ever hear one of your
non-collecting friends, who knew
that you collected stamps, come to
you on some memorable day,
with a parcel, and say, “Here

are some stamps that I have
been saving up fuu you for
some months. I thought you

would be glad to get them.” You
take the parcel, open it and look
over the stamps, handling with
great care and finding some 1c and
2c United States, together with
some 3¢ Canada of 1869 and 2c¢
present issue. You may occasion-
ally find some 2}d Great Britain
and some 5¢ and 10c France. These
must undoubtedly be rare, because
they are foreign. You thank the
donor very much, saying that they
were just what you wanted, a most
appropriate gift, etc., etc., but all
the while wishing in your heart that
he had given you something else.

INSUPERABILIS.

STAMP TRIBUNE.

CANADIAN NOTES.

Canada'’s progress in philatel;.
raatters is now acknowledged b
every philatelist, With our four
monthlies, a good many dealer:
and quite a lot of collectors, we car,
now figure among the leading
philatelic countries. Several deal-
ers have started stamp columns an
another new paper is to be pub-
lished in Montreal, — ** Tae
Montreal Royal Philatelist.”

R. C. Bach’s shop on Beaver
Hall Hill in Montreal is now occu-
;E:ied by the Mount Royal Stamp

0.

Surcharges were on sale las
week at the postoffices in Hamil
ton, Quebec and L'Orignal. Im-

perial maps are at present used
here.

A new stamp club has been
formed in Montreal—the Canadian
Fhilatelic Club—which is very suc-
cessful.

Mr. A. R. Magill, my successc
to presidentship of the Mount Roy-
al Club, has enjoyed an eight dav
trip to New York. Mr. James An-
derson is also about to visit New
York.

Two new stamp companies hav
been formed in Montreal—Th
Holmes Stamp Company and th
Telfer Stamp Co.

The great Barries affair whic!
occurred in this city has cause!
quite a lot of talk and trouble, b
everything seems quiet now.

Mr. Marks, of the Marks Stamp
Co., leit Toronto for the “oli
country” on Dec. 15th.
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TRANSVAAL AND HER
STAMPS.

By S. P. LEV.

l N the year of grace, 1833, a gen-
eral exodus of the Cape Col-
ony Boers occurred, on account of
their dissatisfaction at the liberal
policy of the British Colonial gov-
crnment towards the South African
natives. This exodus was renewed
in 1836, and became known as the
“Great Trek.” Thus by 1837 a
great many of the Boers had
crossed the Vaal river, and reached
the Trans-Vaal country, or the
land beyond the Vaal, which was
at that time under the despotic
sceptre of Mosclekatze, a refugee
Zulu chief. Soon after their advent
in the land of Moselekatze, a num-
her of emigrant bands journeying
o join the main body were at-
tacked and massacred by the order
of the fierce chief. Under the lead-
crship of Maritz and Potgieter, the
lloers avenged the death of their
friends, by utterly defeating the
army of the Zulu, and soon driving
liim out of the country beyond the
l.impopo, where he founded the
«tate known at present as Matchele.
and leaving the Trekkers in pos-
<wssion of the whole region be-
tween the Vaal and Limpopo.
After several defeats by the sav-
vuze chief Dingaan, which would
lave vanquished most people, but
hich only made them more des-
ivrate and more resolved to retain
1e land they wrested from Mosele-
latze, the Boers at last managed to
nterly defeat Dingaan, who was

soon murdered by one of his rival
chiefs who was friendly to the
whites.

Till 1853 confusion and disorder
reigned supreme, and the Trekkers
were no nearer independence than
formerly. But in this year they
formally established the *“Dutch
African Republic,” with Marthinus
Wessels Pretorius as first Presi-
dent. In 1858 the name of the re-
public was changed to the “South
African Republic.”

From the very birth of the re-
public can be traced the cause
which in 1881 and again in 1899
led to war with England. The
Boers could not look with the eye
of equality upon the poor black na-
tive, or the white Dritish settler. Tt
was this feeling that prompted the
attack upon Livingstone and the
plunder of his house by a com-
mand of the government in the fif-
ties, It was this again that led to
the passage of the unjust “Appren-
tice Law,” which was the establish-
ment of a disguised system of slav-
ery; and further led to the Funda-
mental Law, which declared that
the “people will admit of no equal-
ity of persons of colour with the
white inhabitants either in state or
church.”

In 1867 diamonds in great pro-
fusion were discovered and a nat-
ural influx of foreigners was the re-
sult,

After a lot of trouble with Eng-
land and Portugal, President Pre-
torius was forced to resign, and in
1871 he was succeeded by Burgers.

Till 1877 but little happened out-
side of the war with the Bapedi,
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which resulted in the proclamation
of the annexation of Transvaal by
Great Britain (April 12, 1877). But
in 1880 the Boers revolted, and
after defeating the few British
troops in three or four contests, se-
cured the restoration of their free-
dom, but remained nominally un-
der the “suzerainty” of the Queen.
In 1883 S. J. Paul Kruger was
clected President, and is still occu-
pying that position. With his ac-
cesion, and his stubborn and fool-
hardy feeling of contempt for the
British, the trouble again began
brewing, till it finally resulted in
the present war.

Geographically, Transvaal occu-
pies an area of 114,326 square
miles, and is located directly north
of Orange Free State and Natal.
It is almost a square territory and
is 50 miles from Delagoa Bay at its
nearest point to the coast. Its pop-
ulation is about 750,000, of whom
only 45,000 are Boers, the majority
of the others being natives, and
about 25,000 British. The leading
towns are Pretoria, the capital,
Potchefstroom, the largest town,
Barberton and Johannesburg.

The Government consists of a
president, elected for a term of five
years by the members of the volks-
raad or parliament, assisted by a
few of the higher officials, and the
forty-four members of the wvolks-
raad who are elected by the people
to serve a term of four years, The
Transvaal frontier is connected
with Delagoa Bay by a railroad
completed in 1887,

And now for the stamps of this
interesting country. Not till 1870
did the republic issue any stamps
for postal use. In that year it had
a series of three stamps of the fol-
lowing values prepared for it by a
Mecklenburg house:1 p. red, 6 p.
blue, and 1 sh. green, but these

were never put into use,
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as the
same year a local printing of therm
was made, but the stamps were im
perforate, instead of rouletted a-
the other impression was.

The same year again the stamps
were reissued with change of col-
ors, and rouletted,

A new issue of a slightly differ-
ent design made its appearance in
1871-75, in various shades, perfs,
and with the addition of the 3 p.
value.

When in 1877 the British an-
nexed Transvaal the stamps all un-
derwent a surcharge of V. R.
TRANSVAAL in black, and in
some cases in red. In 1878 and
again in 1879 the type of the sur-
charge underwent a slight change
—for the worse. In 1878 the Brit-
ish issued a new set of stamps for
the Transvaal with the head of the
Queen occupying the place of
honor, and consisting of the fol-
lowing values:

1 p. red brown, 3 p. claret, 4 p.
olive green, 6 p. slate, 1 sh. green,
2 sh. blue, and the § p. vermilion
being added in 1881. Seven differ-
ent surcharges of the 1 penny value
followed each other in quick suc-
cession, till in 1883 the republic
again assumed control, and the old
stamps were replaced in use.

A new design appeared in 1885,
and was used on a handsome set «f
seven varieties, 3 p. to1 sh. This
nevertheless did not put a stop te
the surcharge business, for, for the
next nine years it went merrily
along, all issues on hand beinv
utilized in this manner.

In 1894 another design made it
appearance, but was again the sul
ject of varieties, the early stamp
containing two shafts to the wazo
within the coat of arms and (h
later but one. The 1895 issue saw
the advent of two new values, the ©
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sh. and the 10 sh. Two more sur-
charges followed, and then came a
1 p.and a 6 p. of new designs. The
1 p. was without doubt the pretti-
est stamps Transvaal ever issued.
It was intended to commemorate
the golden jubilee of their settle-
ment,

In 1896 a new issue made its ap-
pearance, resplendent in vicolors,
and of a very attractive appearance.

It consisted of:

3 p. green,

1 p. red and green,

2 p. brown and green,

2} p. ultramarine and green,
3 p. red violet and green,

4 p. olive and green,

6 p. lilac and green,

1 sh. lustre and green,

2 sh. 6 p. heliotrope and green.

Seven varieties of revenues used
for postage during 1882-84, 2 en-
velopes issued in 1872-73 of the 6
p- values, one registration envelope
and four wrappers appearing in
1899, close the list of Transvaal’s
Postal IEmissions.

In all Transvaal has credited to
it about 170 distinct varietics be-
siles abhout as many morc minor
and insignificant ones,

That the Transvaal page of your
album is a good thing to have well
filled has already been proven, but
by the time the DBritish Lion is
done with his roaring and begins
biting, to have a complete collec-
tion of Transvaal stamps will be a
much better thing yet.

There have been discovered in
Washington the one and three-cent
stamps of 1882, printed on double
paper, having eight small holes ar-
ranged in a circle, punched out of
‘he upper paper, which is very thin
ind backed by a thick paper.

THE BEGINNER.

lT is the beginner that we should

endeavor to interest and
please. The boy or girl, man or
woman, who has just started out in
the field of collecting, with a great
deal of anticipation toward the
pleasures to be derived from its
pursuit and a great deal of ignor-
ance as to how to build up their
collection.

The boy or girl generally finds
an ad. of some dealer in their
youthful papers, in which they be-
come interested and either send for
a packet of stamps or a selection on
approval, which becomes the foun-
dation of their future collections;
while the older “beginner” is at-
tracted by the collection of some
friend or some handsome issue of
stamps of their country and is thus
brought into the ever increasing
fold of the followers of philat:ly.

Some beginners start with a
blank book and pasters, which they
cut to a suitable size, which suffices
for their immediate wants, while
others invest in a cheap album and
a quantity of hinges. After having
obtained these there comes the
question of stamps. In many cases
numbers of cheap packets are
bought and then when the colloe-
tion has, in this manner, rcached
some degree of prosperity and ad-
vancement they purchase a new
album and after transferring the
stamps from the old album to the
new, they resort to the selections
sent out on approval to fill up the
numerous remaining blank spaces.

Now, it is very natural for the
beginner to select from these ap-
proval lots, only the cheaper
stamps, for at first he is either not
inclined or not ahle to spend any
great amount of money toward the
completion of his collection,



By buying these cheaper stamps
a great many countries can be
nearly completed for a few cents on
each stamp. Take Italy, for in-
stance, after the issues of 1854, the
postage stamps of this country are
very cheap, about 92 stamps out of
109, which includes everything—
newspaper stamps, unpaid ietter
stamps, official stamps and postal
packet stamps—Irom 1854 up to
date, can be bought for an average
price of three cents and of the re-
maining 24 stamps, which are cata-
logued, the highest is priced at $10
and only 10 others above $1.00.
Surely it cannot cost very much to
advance pretty close to complete-
ness in this country. Louok at Ger-
many. Over 81 stamps of this
country are catalogued at less than
10 cents and could probably be
bought for an average price of two
cents each, and the highest price
you would be compelled to pay for
a single specimen of this country
would be about $2.00. This is not
the highest price catalogued, by
any means, but it is the cheapest
price that a specimen can be
bought for either used or unused.
For instance, No. 5 of Germanv,
catalogued at $30.00 unused, is
catalogued at 25 cents used, and
could probably be had for half that
amount, and, therefore, the begin-
ner, not usually being particular as
to whether his specimen is used or
unused, could obtain a specimen in
one condition for a few cents which
in another condition would be be-
yond his means.

France proper, has over 80
stamps catalogued under ten cents;
Argentine Republic has 60 cata-
logued under 10 cents; Austria has
100, and Belgium has 60. Bavaria,
Brazil, Bulgaria, Chili, Costa Rico.
Salvador and Nicaragua are a'l
cheap countries, having numerous
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stamps catalogued under ten cenis,
and are good countries for the Dy-
ginner, and can practically be com-
pleted for very little money.

These are the countries the be
ginner naturally starts on, not only
because they have stamps that are
interesting and beautiful, but he
cause they are cheap and easy to
obtain and are naturally the coun-
tries which are easiest to complete

In this manner, by first taking
the countries, having the stamp:
catalogued at ten cents and under,
a beginner may, in time and at
very moderate outlay of money,
have a good collection of [rom
three to four thousand varieties.

After this degree of collecting 1s
passed, then it is that the collector
loses his title of “beginner” and
commences to buy the higher
priced stamps from sheets, whiclh
are sent him on approval. After a
time he finds that this method does
not enable him to complete his col-
lection as fast as he desires and he
then resorts to the “want list,” the
dealer’s catalogue and the auction
sale. It is when he has got up to
this level that the collector not only
loses his individuality as a begin
ner, but take that of the *advanced
collector” or “philatelist.”

So, do we find that the advanceil
collector or philatelist arises from:
the general collector and the gen
eral collector from the beginner
who gives us, today, the solid foun
dation and the basis for the futur
prosperity of philately.

The Bundi stamps are printe] ol
paper made in Belgium and water
marked “Made in Belgium for
Nuzzurally Hebtoolabeoy ;" oppo
site this watermark, which is in tw
lines, is a man's picture with a hig!
collar and in his hand a bouquet o
flow-rs.
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WHOLE ISSUES of NEW STAMPS

Bought by Collectors Before
They are Used.

New Orleans Times-Democrat.

“It is a curious fact,” said an en-
thusiastic philatelist of this city,
“that a good many issues of post-
age stamps in different parts of the
world have been snapped up entire
by collectors and never went into
actual postal service at all. It is
well known that that was the case
with the first penny stamp ever
printed for the Transvaal. The in-
cident occurred fully 25 years ago,
and, as the story goes, a London
dealer, who learned by mere acci-
dent that an order for the stamps
had been placed with a European
engraving house, sent an agent to
the South African Republic to gob-
ble up the issue as soon as it was
placed on sale. The agent had a
representative posted at each of the
few postoffices in the republic, and
before the slow-thinking Dutch
postmasters realized what was
afoot they were out of stamps. For
that reason none of the original
first issue bear a cancellation mark.
If you see one that appears to have
gone through the mails you may
set it down as a counterfeit. [En-
tire issues have frequently been se-
cured in petty foreign states
through the connivance of crooker
officials, and in that connection [
can tell you a peculiar story, which
I helieve has never been printed.
Some years ago one of the Central
American republics ordered a set of
very beautiful stamps from a north-
ern banknote company. The agent
who came after them went to a col-
lector and sold him 1,000 at a fancy
figure, telling him confidentially
that the rest of the issue had been
destroyed in an accident with some
chemicals. The scheme worked so

well that the enterprising Central
American tried it on another spec-
ulative philatelist, and another and
another, until he finally disposed of
the entire lot and ordered a new
set at the engraver’s. When the
truth leaked out he was on his way
home, and has taken good care
never to come back. Stamps of the
original issue promptly hecame a
drug on the market, and can be
purchased dirt cheap on this very

day.” _
SALE OF OLD STAMPS.

The 149th public sale of stamps,
conducted by the Scott Stamp &
Coin Co., limited, was held Tues-
day and Wednesday nights in As-
sembly hall, in the United Charities
building. The F. W. Hunter col-
lection attracted a crowd of phil-
atelists. The prices, Mr. Hunter
said, were fair. The bidding be-
came spirited only when the post-
master series of stamps was of-
fered. A BH-cent Baltimore stamp,
date 1846, black on white, of orig-
inal letter, went to Dr. W. C. Bow-
ers, of Bridgeport, Conn., for $255.
A B-cent DBrattleboro (Vt.) stamp,
date 1846, black on buff, with
small red pen marks, to Dr. Bow-
ers, for $350; a 5-cent red New
Haven stamp, date 1845, to Dr.
jowers, for $315, and a strip of
three New York stamps, on orig-
inal cover, used in Boston, slightly
creased, to H. C. Deats of Flem-
ington, N. J., for $§18 each. The
Seott Coin Co. bought a New
York stamp signed by Robert H.
Morris, the signature running
downward, for $124, and one in
which the signature ran upward for
$19.

There are about 3,000 lots in the
collection, and it took Mr. Hunter
thirty years to gather them. The
sale will be continued on Jan. 16,
17 and 18.



8 WEEKLY STAMP TRIBUNE.

{Weekly Stamp CTribune,

PUBLISHED EACH WEDNESDAY BY

The Stamp Tribune Publishing €o.,

327 Garfield Bldg., Cleveland, 0.

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE :

Within U. 8., Canada uud Mexmu e, per annnm,
To all ether wuutnau. 5100 per nonum,

ADVERTISING RATES, ... creeennn 1020 per ngate line,
Special Rutes on Contracts of 500 to 2000 lines.

AUTHORIZED AGENTS:

Wm. B. Hale, *"The Staip Drummer.”
A. L. Seager, Pacific Coast. C.E.A.Holmes, Canada

Addressall communieations, and make all cheeks,
drafts and money orders pnyahle to The Stamp
Tribune Pub. (.o Cleveland, O

We should be pleased to exchange with all first-
¢lnss pupers.  Send osg copy to Wm. M. Verbeck,
Ballston hlra. N. Y., and Two to tha publ:ahon

vm. 1. ___JiNUAP.Y ol No. 2 2.
EDITORIALS.
The Wm. Kunter Auction Sale,

now being conducted in New York
by the Scott Stamp & Coin Co.,
seems to be attracting considerable
attention to Philately. We have
seen several liberal comments on
the auction in leading daily papers,
and give elsewhere in this issue a
couple of clippings on the subject.
Though this liberality is probably
due to the monetary value of the
collection, yet collectors are duly
thankful for it, no matter what the
cause. All such items in our dailv
papers are of great help to Philate-
ly, and they ought to be encour-
aged to continue in appearance.

The attention of the dealers is
called to the “Seven Pointers"
emumerated on front cover. Read
them carefully, and then decide
whether the WEEKLY is not deserv-
ing of vour advertising support. It
offers advantages that no other

stamp paper can duplicate, and you
should recognize the fact that it
will help your business-if you have
your advertisement regularly dis-
played within its cover. Be wise
and give it a fair trial.

The Chicago Philatelic Society
will hold an Auction Sale of Post-
age and Revenue Stamps at their
club room, 651 Marquette build-
ing, Chicago, Ill, on Saturday
evening, January 27, 1900. F. N.
Massoth will be the auctioneer,
and will aispose of 377 lots during
the evening. The neat little cata-
logue issued by the society list sev-
eral scarce and desirable single
stamps, as well as 32 good whole-
sale lots. Some of the best lots of-
fered are: No. 7, 90c 1857 un-
used, o. g.; No. 25, 1871, 24c, un-
used, o. g.; No. B3, Justice, 24c,
corner gone; No. 55, 7c Navy; No.
148, Rev. 1878, 6¢ blue, rouletted,
in United States Stamps, and sev-
eral lots equally as good in foreign
stamps. On the whole the sale
ought to be a success, and prices
realized ought to be above par.

As we go to press a telegram
from New York informs us that
Lot No. 1593 in the famous I'. W.
Hunter auction sale has been sold
at the large sum of $1,710. This
is undoubtedly the largest price =
single stamp has cver brought in
this country at auction. This
stamp is a 2-cent first issue of Brit-
ish Guiana, It is printed in black
on pink ground imperforate. The
specimen was purchased by thc
representative of an English col-
lector. Mr. Hunter paid $1,010 {o
the stamp at the De Coppet sale o
a few years ago.

A number of other stamps sold
during the evening brought goo!
prices.
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UNCATALOGUED VARIETIES.

By JOHN PELTZ

I recently saw a fine specimen of
the 1882 } cent, Canada, which
was on a thick, grayish surfaced
paper. The 59th mentions the
thick paper variety—no price—but
fails to chronicle a gray surfaced
paper variety.

I have two type varieties of the
1885 1 p. red, of Cape of Good
Hope, in my collection ; and one of
them may turn out to be a rarity.
The difference lies in the engrav-
ing. The type illustrated in the
catalogue we will call for con-
venience sake type 1, the one dis-
covered by me type 2. In type 1
the words “Postage One Penny"
are in smaller capitals than in type
2. In type 1 the “twigs and flow-
ers”” are larger and better defined
than in type 2. In type 1 the outer
lines at both sides are straight and
even, while in type 2 they are a bhit
broken and not straight. The above
types I discovered myself, but not
being sure whether they really were
different I sent them to scveral ad-
vanced collectors who wrote me:
“¥ x * we believe the two types
are cifferent * * * and advise
you to keep them until you can
find out their value.”

It may not be generally khown,
but the fact is that there are two
distinct varieties of each of the U.
S. 2 cent caps. The difference lies
in the caps which in some stamps
are joined direct to the figure “2,"
and in other stamps a red hori-
zontal line cuts off the cap from the
“2." Thus there are four varieties
of the “cap on both 2. Caps not
cut off; caps cut off ; right cap cut
off ; left cap cut off.

RETURN OF THE DIS-
INHERITED.

Miss Acton stood by the center
table in the library with a matc
in her hand. The big room was s
dark as a cave. She could sec ab-
solutely nothing, but what was it
she heard? Surely some one was
moving softly over the heavy car-
pet.

“Who's there?” cried the girl.

The only answer was a sound of
scurrying feet. Some one was hur-
rying toward the door communi-
cating with the conservatory. In-
stantly the knob clicked sharply,
but the door did not open hecause
it was locked, as Miss Acton well
knew.

The girl had an impulse to
scream and another to run away,
but her strongest desire was for
light. She feared darkness more
than the muystery that it hid.

It required less time than the
tick of a clock for her to turn on
the gas in the drop light and strike
the match that was ready in her
hand. The gas was ignited with
explosive suddenness, All that was
in the room scemed to leap into
being out of the vanishing shad-
OWS.

With his back against the con-
servatory door and his outstretched
hands upon the wall, as if to steady
him, stood a voung man, tall, lean
and pale. Ie wore a long black
overcoat, but it was hung open and
revealed the garh of a convict,

“Do not be alarmed,” she said,
“I know who you are, and T will
not betray vou. Sit down, and we
will decide what it 1s best to do.

“1 read in a newspaper that you
had escaped,” she said, “but T aid
not suppose that you would dare to
come here. Yet I believe that your
father expected you and that he
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went away to avoid the risk of
meeting you,

The convict said nothing, but the
intensity of his facial expression
was a distinct contribution to the
conversation. .

“You don’t understand,” said the
girl. “Probably you don’t know
who T am. Let me tell you the
whole situation in a few words.
You knew of your father’s second
marriage?’

“Certainly.”

“He married my aunt, and I
came here to live with them by
your father’s great kindness. We
knew that he had a son, and that
his name could not be mentioned in
this house, but neither my aunt nor
myself had the slightest knowledge
of the cause of the estrangement
between you and him. It was only
by accident that T found out where
you were.”

“How did it happen?” he asked.

“Through your letter to him last
spring—the one that he returned
unopened. [ noticed the Sing Sing
postmark on it when it came. Of
course, 1 did not then know it was
from you, but he wrote the return
direction upon the envelope. He
sat at this table, and afterward I
saw upon the blotter a part of the
address reversed, of course, but

legible, “The State Prison,” and
your middle name, ‘Irving.””
“Arthur Irving Vane. Well?”

“Then T knew that you were a
convict, and it was easy to guess
that your crime and your disgrace
had caused vour father to renounce
you. DBut let me tell you a secret;
he loves you yet. T know it; T am
sure of it; and that is why T am
going to help you tonight, though
he wou]d never forgive me if he
knew it."”

“And you read of my escape?”

“Yes; I read a few days ago that
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a convict named Irving had es-
caped with two others. I knew, of
course, that you had dropped your
last name for your family’s sake
when you were arrested.”

There was a moment’s silence
Then the yvoung man leaned for-
ward with his face close to hers,
and asked in a low, intense voice:
“What are you going to do for
me?”

“What do you need?"” she asked.
“Food? A hiding place?”

IHe sprang to his feet so sudden-
ly that the girl was frightened al-
most to the point of crying.

“Money, money!” he whispered.
“That's what I need. With money
enough I can get out of this coun-
try and begin a new life on the
other side of the world. If [ go
back to prison it will kill all the
good that’s in me. If I don't—if |
get clean away—who knows what |
can make of myself?”

“l believe that there is much
truth in what you say,” she replied.
“If I could have advised you before
vou broke out of prison I would
have told you to serve your sen-
tence and then begin life anew
But T know that if you are captured
now you will have to serve years
and vears in addition to your orig-
inal sentence. [ cannot ask you to
do that. Tt is very wrong of me,
but I shall help you to escape
How much money do you need?”

“More than you can get, I'm
afraid,” said he, gloomily. “I must
make Australia somehow.”

There was a safe built into the
wall of the library. Miss Acton
walked up to it, turned the knob of
the combination lock and swung
open the iron door. Within was a
second door of thin metal, which
the girl opened by means of a key
that she took from her pocket.

There were books of account on
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each side of the safe within, and
between them three little drawers,
with pigeonholes above and below.
Miss Acton took a roll of money
from the lowest of the drawers and

handed it to the convict, who
counted it rapidly:
“Four hundred,” said he. “I can

never do it with this.

“It is all that belongs to me,"”
she said. ‘““Of course, we cannot
touch your father’s money.”

An inward struggle convulsed
the young man’s slender frame.

“Why not?"” he said at last. “You
said that he still loves me.”

“It would not be honest,”
plied. “It would be theft.
you make this do?”

“Australia is a long way off,”
said he. “I think my father ought
to contribute something.”

“No,” said she, firmly, “I will
not consent, and yvou should not
ask me.”

“I'm afraid it's all up with me,"”
said the convict, sinking into a
chair.

Miss Acton reflected deeply.

“It is possible that if I asked my
aunt she might do something for
us,” she said, “but I can't get to
her now, because there are pmple
in the hall. They mlght look in
here if T opened the door.™

“There certainly are people out
there,” said he. *‘I've heard them
talking for the last few minutes.
But I could hide, yon know."

“True,” said Miss Acton, “and
perhaps that’s the best way. Get
behind those curtains at the win-
dow.”

The convict rose hastily. Miss
Acton closed the inner door of the
safe and put the key into her pock-
et. As she turned away she saw
her companion standing with his
face in his hands, while his form
was shaken by convulsive sobs.

she re-
Can’t

“Why, what's the matter?" asked

the girl in tones of sympathy.

“It's nothing,” he replied ; “only
—only you locked that door. You
didn't trust me. Why should you?
And yet if there was someone who
did, someone in all the world who
could see the little good there is in
me”

Miss Acton took the key of the
inner safe door from her pocket
and laid it upon the table.

“You see that I do trust you,”
she said.

“Thank vou, thank you, a thou-
sand times,” he murmured, and so
strong was his emotion that he
positively staggered as he made
his way toward his place of con-
cealment.

Miss Acton passed out into the
hall—which was now light—and
was greatly surprised to see in the
reception-room on the other side
her aunt in conversation with a
young gentleman. THe arose as
Miss Acton approached, and she
was the better able to admire his
exceptionally fine physique.  His
face matched his form, heing re-
markable for strength and beauty,
and, moreover, it had for her an
aspect of familiarity. He looked as
much like the master of the house
as was possible considering the dif-
ference of their ages.

“Mildred,” said the young lady’s
aunt, in a voice betraying consid-
erable agitation, ““this gentleman is
Dr. Vane, my hushand’s son.”

Mildred knew that Mr. Vane
had but one son—and the other
things that she knew or suspected
in that moment will readily occur
to the reader. Without a word to
the visitor she darted back across
the hall. The library door was
locked. In another instant she was
back again in the reception-room.

“Dr. Vane,” she cried, “there’s a
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thief in the library. [ have given
him all my money and the key of
the safe. I thought he was you.”

“Thought he was I!” exclaimed
the young man, astounded.

"“Yes; I thought you were in
Sing Smg, and that you’d escaped,
and

“Thought I was in Sing Sing!”
he cried. “So I was, I am assist-
ant to the prison physician, and I
have escaped—for a couple of days.
But this thief! We must catch
him. Has he locked the door?
Then I'll break it down.”

“No, no,” exclaimed Mildred;
“run around to the window. He
will escape that way, Auntie, call
the servants.”

She flew to the outer door, drag-
ging Vane after her. In a moment
he was racing around the house.
Mrs. Vane had run through the
hall to collect a posse of male de-
pendents,

Mildred, left alone, hastened to
the library door and listened. In-
stantly the door was opened and
the convict sprang out into the
hall.

“I'm much obliged to you for
sending the others away,” he called
out as he fled by her. "You're a
pretty bright girl, I don’t think.”

Mildred sat down on the steps
and burst into tears of rage. She
paid no attention when her aunt,
with the servants in her wake,
rushed to join in the pursuit. Not
till she heard the voice of Vane, re-
turning, did she raise her head.

“You will beg the young lady’s
pardon for all that you have said
and done,” was what Mildred
heard.

Looking up, she saw Vane hold-
ing the culprit by the collar.

“l recognize this fellow,” the
young physician continued. “His
name is Irving. His home is only
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a few miles from here, and it is not
strange that he should have select-
ed this house for a robbery that
should help him in his flight.”

“He need not apologize to me,”
said Mildred, “I don't deserve it."”

When the elder Mr. Vane re-
turned to his home on the follow-
ing day he heard the story of his
son’s adventure. It lost nothing by
Mildred’s telling. The young man
appeared as her rescuer from the
clutches of a desperate brigand.

It transpired that the quarrel be-
tween father and son turned upon
a question of marriage, Vane, Jr,
objecting to uniting himself for life
to the bride selected for him when
both were children. As a matter of
fact, the father’s views had some-
what altered in the course of years,
and he was ready to seize upon the
adventure here narrated as a pre-
text for the beginning of a recon-
ciliation which became complete a
few months later, when the young
physician, with Mildred’s full au-
thorization, suggested her as a sub-
stitute for the daughter-in-law that
the elder Vane had originally
chosen.—The Columbian.

SPECIAL MATERIAL USED.

Little Tommy—Say, pa.

Tommy's Pa—Well, my son?

Little Tommy—Are all men
made of dust, pa?

Tommy's Pa—Yes,
suppose so.

Little Tommy—\Vell, say, pa;
there must have been a lot of sand
in the dust Admiral Dewey was
made of.—Indianapolis News.
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THE GHOST IN BROCADE,

(Continued from last issue.)

“Ah, that'’s just what wz have to
find out.”

But it was not so easy to find
out. I questioned Mrs. Jackson
and Parsons in the most exhaustive
manner. They corroborated each
other’s story with such versimili-
tude and wealth of detail as to leave
no doubt in my mind of their good
faith. Evidently they had been a
brocaded lady in the picture gal-
lery; but, of course, it could be no
such thing as a visitant from the
other world. That was where they
went wrong. [ was certain it was
someone playing a trick.

“Oh, you may laugh, sir,”" said
Mrs. Jackson. She was such a stiff
old dame. “But I do assure you
that I saw the ghost with my own
cyes. 1 was coming through the
long gallery from Miss Alliston’s
room, and in the moonlight it came
on, clack, clack, clack, in high
heeled shoes. I could hear dis-
tinctly the rustle of the dress, and
as it swept past me I smelt a per-
fume like that of dried roseleaves.
It was Lady Marian sure enough,
as I saw from the portrait in the
gallery. I fainted dead away, Mr.
Beauchamp, sir; and when [ came
to myself it was gone.”

I confess to fecling a trifle un-
comfortable at all this. Then Par-
sons took up the story.

“T didn’t faint, sir, not bein’ a
woman,” said he, “but my flesh
was mighty creepy as it went past.
I stared at it like a mighty stuck
pig, though it was plain enough in
the moonlight. It vanished all of
a sudden by the painted winder at
the end of the gallery.”

“What were you doing in the

Long gallery at that hour, Par-
sons?”’

“Comin’ from master, sir. He'd
a bad cold, and I took him up some
‘ot rum and water. I wouldn’t go
to that there gallery again, sir, for
all the crown jewels. It was a
ghost, sure enough.”

“Oh, was it!” said I, showing
plainly by my tone that I did not
think it was. “Call the servants,
Parsons.”

In a few minutes all the domes-
tics in the house were assembled,
and a very white faced crowd they
were. Many of them would have
been frightened away from the hall
had it not been that the place was
such a good one. I suppose, too,
it was a case in which they felt
there was comiort in numbers. [
harangued them pretty freely for
what [ termed their nonsensical
fears.

“Men and women come to years
of sense,”” I went on, “well—I'm
surprised. How can you believe
such rubbish. Some one of you is
playing a trick; and who 1t is [
shall find out, so beware, all of
you.”

Of course they protested vehe-
mently. But that was to be ex-
pected. “However,” T said, “you
can take this warning from me. I
shall watch in the gallery myself
with a straight shooting revolver,
and if that ghost appears it shall
have a taste of it, I am not going
to have your master and mistress
and Miss Alliston frightened by
this silly trick.”

Again they all protested. DBut I
sent the lot of them away with
more blood in their cheeks. Then
I turned up stairs to dress for din-
ner. As I did so I noticed a pretty,
timid looking young woman whose
face T did not recognize. She



14 WEEKLY

glanced at me uneasily, and was
evidently disturbed.

“Who are you?” I asked, abrupt-
ly pausing before her.

“Jane Riordan, sir,”” she replied
with a curtsey. “I am new here.”

“What are you?”

“Under’ housemaid, maid. Oh,
please, sir, do you really think
there is a ghost?”

“No, you silly girl. The dead
never return to this world.”

“Please, sir, what about the
Witch of Endor and Samuel, sir?”

“Oh, you are a theologian, I see.
Well, we won't discuss that appari-
tion. You must look upon that as
a miracle and not be afraid.”

She shuddered, and looked over
her shoulder apprehensively.

“I am terribly afraid, sir, it’s no
use my denying it. I shall ask mis-
tress to let me go.”

“You will ask nothing of the
kind,” said I in my most peremp-
tory manner. “Your going would
only bhe the signal for general
flight. You'll stay here like a sen-
sible girl, until all this mystery is

cleared up.”
“Oh, sir, but will it be cleared
up?’!

“Of course it will, and by a very
substantial leaden bullet, too. Now
get on with your work and don’t be
a fool.”

I saw there was only one way to
deal with the thing, so that I spoke
more brusquely to the girl than 1
would have otherwise done. Be-
sides, she irritated me; she seemed
so absolutely terrified with fear.
She was calculated to infect the
rest of them, though they seemed
bad enough as it was. I went off
to dress in no very good humor.

Mr. Brag’s want of common
sense over this affair amazed me.
Usually he was a cool headed and
logical man, as was conclusively
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proved by the position to which he
had attained. Yet apparently he
was as nervous and distraught
now, as any of the women. The
ghost seemed to have been too
much for him; to have knocked
the grit out of him, so to speak.
He was no more fit than a baby to
deal with the situation. I put down
his shortcoming at this juncture in
no small degree to his lack of edu-
cation.

Then there was the constant
chatter of his wife, of whom this
element of the supernatural had
taken firm hold. She never ceased
talking about it, and I suppose the
strongest mind is in the end influ-
enced by reiteration. It seemed as
if Mr. Brag's were becoming un-
hinged.

I was glad that T had returnd so
opportunely. At least if T could
show no light on the subject I
could go to work with a cool head
and an unprejudiced mind to
clear it up.

Mrs. Brag continued to talk of
little else but the ghost, whose ap-
pearance she seemed to think was
quite in keeping with the season.
It was astounding the number of
legends she seemed to have ac-
cumulated.  Headless phantoms,
churchyard apparitions, ghosts in
armor with clanking chains and
“presences,” who she said could
not be seen but only felt in the
most horrific way—upon all these
she descanted in the most appalling
manner. Helen shuddered. Mr.
Brag shook his head portentiously,
and I must confess that even I felt
uncomfortable.  The old lady
seemed so to environ us with the
atmosphere of the supernatural that
when a coal dropped from the fire
we all jumped and she shrieked. It
was really a most terrible state of
things especially for Christmas.
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I asked her about Jane Riordan.
My question fortunately turned the
subject, for it seemed that Mrs.
Brag had a good deal to say about
this young woman.

“Ah,” she said, “hers is a sad
history, my dear. Her father and
mother were feller-servants of mine
when I was cook here. The name
wasn’t Riordan, for that’s Jane's
married name. Craik’s, what we
called ’em—'Enery and Liza
Craik, butler and housekeeper.

Helen looked up with interest.
“Henry Craik?” she said, “why,
that was the man who stole my
mother’s jewels !”

“The same, my dear. Oh, he
was a bad one, he was; yet you'd
think butter would not melt in 'is
mouth to look at ’‘im. Liza was
always sayin' ’e ’d die in gaol and
disgrace ’er, and 'e did.”

“Were the jewels
Mrs, Brag?”

“No, Geoffrey, they weren’t. My
lady missed 'em one morning after
a ball ‘ere, when the ’ouse was full
of guests. The whole box was
stolen—five or six thousand
pounds’ worth, noless; and she
only saved what she wore to the
ball. All kinds of people were sus-
pected of "avin' gone to 'er room
and taken 'em, but no one thought
as Craik had done it.”

“I heard something of the story
myself,” observed Mr. Brag. "“He
was caught selling a bracelet,
wasn't he?”

“Yes, J., he was. He got leave
to visit a dying friend in London,
the old fox; and the friend was a
pawnbroker, an e told the police,
ceein’ as 'e recognized the bracelet
[rom the ’and bills put about.
(“raik was arrested and sent to goal
inr years. He died there, and they
tever got anything out of 'im.
\Vhere he hid the jewels no one

recovered,

knows, and no one ever will, my
dears; for twenty years 'ave gone
by since they were stolen.”

“And how does Jane Riordan
come to be here?”’ I asked.

“Her mother died the other day
and sent her to me, my dear. ‘Liza
and I were born in the village and
lived here for years as ’ousekeeper
and cook. T can’t say as I liked ’er
over much, she was sly and deceit-
ful; but I don’t think she had any-
thing to do with Craik stealing the
jewels. He was bad enough to do
that by himself. When he died in
gaol Liza wrote to me, and I sent
her money to bring up Jane. Then
Jane married a bad husband, who
left ’er, and when Liza died she
came e’ere and asked me to ’elp ‘er
for 'er mother’s sake. So I made
‘er under ’ousemaid. I think she's
a fool, Geoffrey, but honest
cnough.”

“She appeared to be mnervous,
however.”

“And no wonder with this 'orrid
ghost,” cried Mrs. Brag, looking
around. “I tell you what, J., if you
don’t get the parson to exorcise
that thing, I'l leave the ’ouse, that
I will.”

“Steady, old lady, we must see
what Geoffrey can do first. He's
watching in the long gallery to-
night,”

“Oh, Geoffrey, the ghost 'll 'ave
you for sure.”

“The ghost will have a dose of
lead, Mrs. Brag. If you hear a
shot, don’t be alarmed.”

“But you can’t shoot ghosts,
Geoffrey, they're shadows, my
dear. You can see through 'em.”

“I daresay. I never saw one
myself. But this ghost is pretty
substantial I'll be bound. But tell
me, Mrs. Brag; was anything ever
found out about the jewels?”

“No!"” said Helen, before the old
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lady could answer. “I remember
my father searched everywhere for
them and offered a big reward, He
saw Craik, too; but he refused to
say what he had done with them,
and Mrs. Craik protested she knew
nothing about it. They have been
lost for years now.”

“H'm! I wonder if Jane Riordan
knows anything about them?”

“That she don’t,”” said Mrs.
Brag, with energy. *Liza was an
honest woman I know; and the
gal seems straight enough. If
they’d 'ad the jewels they wouldn’t
‘ave lived in poverty so.”

“Still, Craik might have told his
wife where he concealed them.”

“No Geoffrey, dear. She’d ’ave
come to my lady or Sir Ralph
about them, and got paid for bring-
ing 'em back. If she know any-
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thing she'd ’ave told for ’er own
sake; for she was as poor as poor
Jane told me 'the most ’arrowing
tales of ‘ardship.”

“I'll question Jane myself,” said
I, after some thought. “If these
jewels could be recovered they
would suit Helen very well.”

Helen laughed and Mrs, Brag
beamed.

“If it’s jewels she wants I will
give 'er 'eaps. Won't I, J.7”

“She’s only to ask and to 'ave,”
said Mr. Brag; “but T wish I saw
you more rosy and ’'ealthy, my
dear.”

“I'm afraid this ghost is upset-
ting my nerves terribly,” said
Helen; “do what I will T can’t help
thinking about it.”

(Continued in next issue.)
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LATEST NEWS.

Cleveland, O.—The auction sale
under the auspices of the Garfield-
Perry Club has been postponed un-
til January 27th.

Chattanooga, Tenn.—Assistant
Postmaster Scott Raulston is at
work on his report of the business
transacted at the local postoffice
for the year of 1899, which will
contain some valuable and interest-
ing data.

The report will show that the
stamp sales for December amount-
ed to a total of $9,490.25, which is
larger by far than the total received
for stamps during any other month
of the past year.

Paris, France—M. Millerand
has given to Joseph Dlanc the task
of composing the design for the
stamps of lower value. The minis-
ter approves highly of the drawing
presented by M. Blanc, and we
must acknowledge that it is charm-
ing. On an oval that is drawn
within a little rectangle the size of
the stamp now in use he painted
his design in a camaieu of three
nnts. To the right is a young
Liberty, jauntily wearing a Phry-
sian cap and holding the scales of
[Zquality, To the left under these
mmutable scales are two little
lLoves who are embracing each
rther fraternally.

Peoria, Il1l—An interesting deci-
‘ion has recently been made by the
‘ourts regarding’ the stamps to be
flixed to orders to pay cash. The

case was omne in which the em-
ployes of a certain woolen mill
were in the habit of giving orders
on the office of the mills for their
pay in trading with a mercantile
house when they went to purchase
supplies. These orders had accu-
mulated and the revenue officer in-
sisted that they should be stamped
to become binding in law. The
mercantile firm which held the or-
ders affixed the stamps and then
sued to recover the amount, on the
ground that the maker and not the
holder of the order should stamp it.

The judge held that the orders
were made at the request of the
firm holding them and werc made
for the purpose of securing the said
firm from loss through their cus-
tomers failing to pay their bills.
The mercantile firm therefore was
the only party benefited by the
drawing of the orders and for that
reason the orders being “for their
use and benefit” it was the inten-
tion of the law that they should pay
for the stamps, The case was dis-
missed.

McGraw, N. Y.—Leon V. Cass
is about to publish a directory of
New York collectors and dealers.
Several thousand names are prom-
ised,

Washington, D. C.—Instruc-
tions have been issued by the post-
office department that fac simile
copies of manuscript or typewrit-
ing obtained by a mechanical pro-
cess in order to be entitled to third-
class rates of postage must be pre-
sented for mailing at the postoffice
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or depository designated by the
postmaster and in a minimum of
twenty perfectly identical copies
separately addressed. If these con-
ditions are not complied with first-
class postage will be required.

La Crosse, Wis,—The La Crosse
Stamp Co. has placed a very large
order for variety packets with W.
W. McLaren of Cleveland, O. 1t
will take many weeks to fill the
order. The company has also con-
tracted for several hundred dollars
worth of advertising in the popular
boys’ papers.

Baltimore, Md.—Alter the legis-
lature adjourned Thursday mem-
bers were notified their $25 worth
of postage stamps were available,
and many eagerly sought and ob-
tained them. Delegate C. ].
Dunn, Baltimore, was successful in
purchasing from other members
several allotments at bargain coun-
ter rates. In some cases he
coughed up $24, and in others hut

Indianapolis, Ind.—The Indiana
Philatelic Society met last evening
at 310 Lemcke building, There
was quite a large attendance and
an auction sale of stamps was held.
Thirty lots were disposed of, bring-
ing fair prices.

Washington, D. C—The re-
ceipts of the revenue office for the
present week show an increase in
the stamp department over the re-
ceipts during the latter part of 1899
that indicates the gencral upward
tendency of business. he increase
thus early in the year is noticeahle
from the fact that January sales of
stamps and also the receipts for
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other departments, are usualls
smaller in January than for othe:
months excepting perhaps Febru-
ary. .

For nearly every day of the pas!
week the receipts of the stamp de-
partment of the internal revenue
office have been above $3,000. [j
the record thus made is main-
tained, throughout the month oi
January the sales will be near the
$100,000 mark and the month will
be a record breaker.

The larger receipts are not alonc
in the stamp department, but in the
others as well.

New York City.—]. C. Morgen-
than & Co. have discontinued the
“Post-Office,” having sold the en-
tire subscription list to the pub-
lishers of another paper. The rea-
son given by them for the action s
as follows:

“We believe that the publishing
of stamp papers has been greatly
overdone, and is absolutely a harm
to stamp collecting, We are so
thoroughly convinced of this that
we have decided to accept the offer
of another publisher, and give up
the publication of the ‘Post-Office.’
There are too many papers to get
the support of dealers and sub-
scribers, and we shall do all we
can to discourage their increase.”

The last claused doubtlessly ex-
plains the true reason of this sud-
den decision.

We are very sorrv to lose the
“Post-Office.”™ It has always been
a welcome visitor, and will be sadly
missed. Dut then, when the pub-
lishers begin to lose money, what
can you expect? Crash!—a slight
echo—and a peaceful rest.  Re-
fuiescat in pace.
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Sir Rowland Hill and His Influ-
ence on The Postal System
of Great Britain.

By Inseperabilis.

Sir Rowland Hill, the author of
the penny postal system, the third
son of T. W. Hill, was born on De-
cember 3, 1795, at Kidderminster.
Iis health during childhood was
very fechle, owing to an affection
of the spine. He was an apt stu-
dent of mathematics, and at the
age of twelve taught mathematics
in his father's school, which was, at
his suggestion, removed to Hazel-
wood in 1819, on account of the
agrcater number of boys in that vi-
cinity and for the purpose of carry-
ing out properly a new system of
cducation, devised principally by
Rowland, After his marriage in
1827 he was forced to retire on ac-
count of ill health in 1833. e had
heen appointed in 1832 secretary to
Gihbon  Wakefield’s  scheme  for
colonizing Australia, and this is
supposed to have led to his zeal in
reforming the postal svstem. He
made numerous inyestigations into
the system, the result of which is
so comprehensible that there is
great danger of its originality and
tharoughness and its greatness as
an element i human progress, be-
mg lost sight of. Tle was not a
post-office official, but after a la-
horous collection of statistics, he
demonstrated to the world that the
principal expense in letter carriage
was in receiving and distributing,
and that the cost of conveyance
differed so little with the distance,
that a uniform postage was in real-
ity the fairest to all parties that
could be adopted. In his famous
pamphlet published in 1837 he,
trusting that the deficiency on the
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postal rate would be made up for
in the inereased amount of corre-
spondence, recommended that
within the United Kingdom the
rate for letters not exceeding 1 oz.

in weight should be only one

penny.

The employment of postage
stammps is mentioned only as a sug-
gestion and in the following words:
“Perhaps the difficulties might be
obviated by using a bit of paper
just large enough to be a stamp
and covered at the back with a
glutenous wash which by applying
a little moisture to might be at-
tached to the back of the letter.”

In 1838 a committee was ap-
pointed to look into the matter,
which reported favorably, and a hill
wias brought in by the governmoent
which received the royal assent in
1839 and the penny rate com-
menced on January 10, 1840, 11ill
received an appointment in the
treasury in order to superintent
the introduction of his reforms, bhut
he was compelled to retire when
the Liberal government resigned
in 1841. In consideration oi this
loss, and to mark the public ap-
preciation of his services, he was
in 1846 presented with the sum of
£13,360.

When the Liberals returned to
office the same vear he was ap-
pomnted secretary to the postmaster
gencral, and in 1854 was made
chief secrctary. In these positions
his ability as a practical adminis-
trator made itself felt in every de-
partment of the postal system, anl
enabled him to supplement his
original discovery by practical ex-
pedients, realizing its benefits in a
degree commensurate with contin-
ually improving facilities of com-
munication, and in a manner bes!
combining cheapness with effi-
ciency. In 1860 his services were
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rewarded with the honor of knight-
hood, and when failing health com-
pelled him to resign office in 1864,
he received from Parliament a
grant of £20,000, and was also al-
lowed to retain his full salary of
£2,000 a year as retiring pension.
He died on the 27th of August,
1879, and was buried in Westmins-
ter Abbey.

ALL AROUND THE COMPASS.

AMY L."SWIFT.

O the landsman the title I have
chosen for my semi-occa-
sional remarks will perhaps be a
bit of a mystery, but the sailor—
looking back over his experience to
days when the sails flapped idly
against the mast for lack of a
breeze, and the helm was of no use
to keep the ship from “heading all
around the compass” as the gentle
swell lifted her this way and that—
will know at once just what to ex-
pect under such a heading, viz,, a
series of comments touching upon
whatever may come into focus as
we view the philatelic scenery o’er.
So much for the introduction, now
what comes next?
* k¥
What next? Well, a correction
I think, a reproving gaze turned
upon someone who has not been
quite careful enough about bend-
ing the (or a) philatelic twig aright.
Among the “Stolen Sputterings”
of the Philatelic Chronicle, leading
them in fact, is this: “The 2¢ car-
mine, 1885 issue of Cuba was the
first stamp ever surcharged and
used for postage in that condition.
The surcharge was ‘y, 1' and the
stamp was prepared for use in the
city of Havana.” Here are errors
with a vengeance. To begin with,
the date is wrong for it should read

-13c into a 5c.

1855, but possibly that is the faul:
of the printer; secondly, there
wasn’t any 2c¢ in those days in tha
vicinity, it should be 2r; thirdly,
the Y of the surcharge was a large
capital letter instead of a smal

one; fourthly, the stamp thus
treated was issued for Cuba
and Puerto Rico, and not
simply for the “city of Ha-

vana,” while fifthly and finally, I
am by no means certain that it was
the first stamp “ever surcharged,”
etc. The date 1855 is pretty early |
grant, but if my memory hasn’t
played me a trick (and it isn’t given
to misbehaving that way) Hawaii is
the country entitled to lead the van
of the surchargers, as she thus
treated her 13c red of 1853, thus
having two years the advantage of
Cuba. The surcharge was pen-
written in black ink, and turned the
I have just con-
sulted the Scott catalogue on the
subject and find there is no men-
tion of such a contrivance, but I
am very sure that a stamp really
appeared as described, although I
am not prepared to say that it was
as truly a government issue as was
the Cuban one.
* %k

Eureka! The Gibhons catalogue
lists it, and my memory is vindi-
cated! It was a forlorn hope that
led me to that, one founded on so
small a chance that T did not even
keep the paragraph open to state
the result: that is why it has a
paragraph all to itself, but I think
the item is worthy of the honor,
don’t you?

£ B &

It is heralded that we are to be
flooded with more “pigeongram”
stamps, it having been discovered
that “a few inhabitants exist on the
Hen and Chicken Islands (about
eighty miles to the north of Auck-
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land)”" whose temporal necessities
ahsolutely require a pigeon service
owing to a copper mine or two that
exist on the island. Of course they
could not get along without
stamps, so the Great Barrier Spe-
cial Post things were surcharged
for use until a permanent set (we'll
call it that by courtesy, there is no
knowing how long it will stay per-
manent tho'!) could be prepared.
Now Marotiri, the native name of
the island, is all stocked with
stamps of its own, so philatelists
will please put some pennies in
pocket and call on its agents. Shall
you trouble to get the worthless
labels? I wouldn't if in your place,
and I won't in mv own.
¥

Germany is going to have some
new postage stamps, a whole set of
beauties with a few new values add-
ed to them. Well, we shall not
grudge Germany her little flourish,
for she has been such a steady go-
ing maiden, in a philatelic scnse,
these many years that she deserves
a change. It is to be hoped
though, that she will not overdo
the thing as Madame Canada did;
judging from her those who have
long been the most lenient in their
demands upon the stamp collec-
tors’ pocket book are the most
likely to rush to the other extreme
when the restraint is once removed.
By the way, Germany says this set
is issued in celebration of the en-
trance of the new century, and not
all the arguments she reads in the
papers about this century not clos-
ing until the end of this year has
convinced her of being wrong. So
when the new year came in Janu-
ary first her people jubilantly wel-
comed the advent of a century that
will not be recognized in America
until this vear has closed. Funny,
isn’t it!
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In the Boston notes of Meke:l's
Weekly for December 21st, Mr.
Wylie mentions having seen a
Uruguay “Provisorio,” A64, 10c
carmine and black surcharged
“Official,” adding that he cannot
find it listed in the catalogue. In
view of the fact that the 10c car-
mine and black thus surcharged is
duly listed on page 589 (No. 263)
this item seems odd unless Mr.
Wylie means that the “Official”
surcharge is in addition to the
other; in that case it is probably
nothing more important than a late
experiment such as South Ameri-
can countries delight in proviling
for collectors to purchase. Very
likely we shall hear a little later
how some worthy official ran out
of stamps, making it “necessary”
that some should be immea.ately
manufacturcd for his conveni.nce.
Whatever the excuse the fact re-
mains that there is another stamp
to be watched for if it exists with
two surcharges hesides the single
ones catalogued.

STANLEY'S FUNNY MISTAKE.

Stanley was studying his lesson
and came across the word “tri-
umph,”

His aunt said, “That is a big
word for a little boy; do you know
what it means?”

“Oh, yes,” said Stanley, very
confidently; “it means a cat's
mouth, auntie.”

“Why, Stanlev!” said his aston-
ished aunt, “what makes you
think that?”

“Well, in the book I got last
Christmas,” said the little boy earn-
estly, “I read a story that said:
“The cat carried away her kitten in
triumph,” and in the picture I saw
she had it in her mouth."
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" _EDITORIAL::'.

Vor. L1. Nu. 3

The publishers of the WEEKLY
Sramr TrIBUNE are highly clated
at the cordial reception accorded
their initial efforts in the journalis-
tic field. Since the appearance of
the first number we have been al-
most deluged with letters contain-
ing words of praise and commen-
dation. To the authors of these
the publishers extend their heart-
felt thanks, and wish to assure all
that no efforts will be spared to
not only keep up the standard of
the WEEKLY, but to continually
improve it.

As to substantial encouragement
the publishers are pleased to say
that they are being well [avored.
Within the past two weeks they
have received over five hundred
subscriptions. Last Friday alone
the mails brought 93 subscribers,
But there is still room for several
thousand more, and before the vear
is much older, if the stream con-
tinues to flow steadily, as we have

all reasons to believe it will, the
WEeEKLY will be able to show &
paid up subscription list of five
ten thousand, In order to help
this along, we intend to offer $100
in prizes in the near future. I7or
full announcement see the nex:
number of the paper.

Meanwhile, if you are a non-
subscriber send us 10 cents for u
three-months trial, and get a
chance at those hundred daollars.

Through a misunderstanding the
numbering of the last number of
‘he WEEKLY was started with page
1, instead of 17. This has been
remedied in this issue, though we
arc forced to start this number with
page 33, thus seemingly omitting
16 pages. However, the mistake
was unavoidable, and care will be
taken that it does not occur again.

Complaints have been received
from several parties against John
C. Rice of Hornersville, N. Y. One
of them, as given below, is self-ex-
planatory:

Washington, D. C,,
January 18, 1900.

Dear Sir:—Who is John (.
Rice of Hornersville, N. Y., who
advertised in the Dec. (monthly)
“Stamp Tribune?” In answer to
his ad. T sent him 30 cents in silve:
for stamps, and a weck later sent
him a postal asking to hear from
him at once, hut have heard noth-
ing. A. L. Cummings.

The former publisher of the S. T
reccived the ad. from an agency.
and as he knew nothing against
the party, the ad. was inserted.

If any other collectors have been
caught by this J. C. Rice we should
like to hear from them so as to be
able to make out a strong case
against this philatelic “shark.”
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MINNESOTA NOTES.

Gopher,

Geo. W. Achard, who for years
was one of the most prominent of
Minnesota collectors, has again
sworn off collecting, but judging
from past experience it may be for
a year or so, but unless something
unforeseen occurs it is hardly like-
ly to be a permanent swear off, as
he has tried it too often and failed.
George is now partuner in one of
the leading retail cigar and tobacco
stores, and can be found during
business hours at the Boston block,
corner Minneapolis.

Speaking of Achard reminds the
old timers of the North Star Phila-
telist, which he published  from
1884 to 1888, and of which hut few
files are in existence and the early
numbers of which are among the
scarcest of the many little sheets is-
sued during the ninth decade of the
nincteenth century.

Ome of the neatest little collec-
tions (about 4,000 specimens) in
the state is that owned by Charles
J. Ingles, the chief claim clerk of
the Gireat Northern Railway. He
has been collecting since 1891, and
is alwavs on the lookout for a fine
specimen of anything he needs. He
is a member of the St. Paul Society
and can attach Am. Phil. Ass'n
after his signature.

Frank S. George, another of the
old timers who some ten years ago
published “The Northwest,” orig-
inally an amateur paper published

at Fargo, N. D., at which time,
if T recollect aright., Frank was
president of the N. A. I'. A., but
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afterward upon his  removal
changed to a philatelic journal is
again collecting—this time U. S,
revenue being his pets, and he has
the different issues well in hand.
Frank is on the road for a promi-
nent typewriter concern, and isn't
doing a thing to the different hank,
insurance offices, ete., that he visits
but stripping them of the 1898 is-
sues they have on hand.

Omne of the younger collectors in
years of collection having began in
1898 is Theo. Draz, the cashier of
the German American Bank of St
Paul. Mr, Draz is one of the sub-
stantial citizens of the Saintly City,
having come there years ago from
his native New York, where he

first saw the light over K0 years
ago. His collection now numbers
about 2,000, hut it is safe to predict

that the day is not far distant when
it will rank in size and in impor-
tance with any in the Gopher state.

CANADIAN NOTES.

By C. IE. A. Holmes,

By this mail | received a letter
from Smith’s I"alls announcing a
happy change in the Jubilee Phila-
tehist.  Miss Swift is now review
editor.

The D. P. A. handbaok has ap-
peared and is certainly the hest out
this scason.

The Mount Royal Stamp Co. is
now dissolyed and the stock has
been purchased by Mr. McBain,
while the fixtures were bought by
the Holmes Stamp Co.
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OF INTEREST TO ALL,

A few hints to the beginner and
medium collector on the condition,
arrangements, etc., of stamps will
not be amiss:

1. Never put a torn, dirty,
heavily cancelled stamp in your
album, no matter how valuable. No
sensible dealer will buy it and it
will only spoil the looks of your
album.

2. Always put your stamps in
the album by the use of a hinge.
These can be procured at about
10c per 1,000 from a dealer. If you
ever want to remove your stamps,
you cannot do so without spoiling
the page, and are liable to tear
some of the stamps.

3. Always have your specimen
free and clean from paper and all
other such stuff. It will improve
the stamp and the album too. A
splendid way to do this is to put
the stamp in water, luke warm. If
allowed to stand for a short time
the extra paper will come off very
easily. If the water is too hot put
in a little salt or the coloring mat-
ter in the stamp will run.

4, When you buy an album, get
one that has the nation and its colo-
nies grouped together like England
and her colonies in one section, etc.
This will add much to the beauty
of the album. A better way would
be to get an album with inter-
changeable leaves and then you
could arrange the countries as you
wished.

5. When you start collecting
get a large variety packet of be-
tween 1,000 and 5,000, and a few
smaller packets. Pick the best
specimens from these and insert in
your album. Then use your dupli-
cates by exchanging them for per-
fect specimens that you have not in

your collection. In this way yo
can increase your collection won
derfully. Then when you have t.
buy your stamps from approval se-
lections start with the 1c ones, get-
ting as many of these as you havc
not already, then take up the tw
cent ones, then the three cent ones
and so on up the scale. This is b
far the most economical way.

6. Study your stamps. Be able
to tell what you own and what you
do not. When you get far enough
advanced help the younger collec-
tor, remembering that vou started
once yourself. Teach him aboul
watermarks, rouletting, perfora-
tions, and all such things that make
Philately so interesting.

Inseperabilis.

O_u_r F irsi Advertisement
in the Stamp Tribune

Should bring us a_lot of new orders and to br:rui
the orders we offer stamps ut prices that wil
please you Car.

. Price. Pn:(:
2e Certificate, or-nze‘.. ........... 040 28020
3¢ Telegraph... .
ic Playing ( ard,..
10¢ Proprietary.
15¢ Foreign Exchange
20¢ Foreign Exchange
Zhe Lile Insurnnce.
250 Protest,.
2%¢ Warchouse Ilaualpt
Sle hsreu.n Exchange

50¢ Lea
50c I’mba.te of Wil

$7.10

83 56
e by the 54th
riee list free.

The above |2 stamps that oatalo
catalogue £7.10 we offer for 82.50,
pustage extra. l§ @ o [

BURTON AND BURTON,
Lake Geneva, Wis.

GREAT SNAPS.

G0c Blue, old issue Canada .. S STV
50c Jubilee CANAAA. .. iovsrrsesnumrnsurensssssarsarssoss
Persia, 1889 unused =et of 8, complete..
Canada Jubilee, 1, 2, 3, 5e, unused..,

Packet “B" 35c. Conu:nsaﬂunctiea lncludlnl
Honduras, Cuba, Trinidad, Sweden, Salvador,
ete., for only 35c. Mostly unused and catalo ing
over dc. eaog This packet is a bonanza fora denler
as woll asa collector, as it contains stamps mot
found in a genersl collestion of from 1000 ta 1500
varieties. Don’t forget the very low price, 35e.
It's n enap.

Send want list to

F. R. NICOLLE,
295 Alfred St., Kingston, Canada.
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A DISPENSATION.

T sunset in a little town in
Queensland the proprietor of
the best hotel the place could boast
¢f was surprised, not to say flat-
teied, to see 2 gentleman, gold-
hcaded as to his cane, and eviden:-
iy rich and influential, to judwe
from his servant and luggage,
alight from the coach with all the
appearance of one who was going
o stay a weck in the place. He
was distinctly an American, with a
twinkling gray eye, a long aquiline
nose, a clean-shaven upper lip and
a small goatee, which he smoothed
meditatively as he stood like a long
legged Colossus of Rhodes, in
trousering of a very broad check
pattern, surveying the pride of the
proprietor’s heart, namely, the
hotel.

“I guess it's not unlike my sta-
bles in Connecticut,” he said, pres-
ently, as the proprietor came down
to meet him.

“You must have fine stables,
then,” was the reply, offered gent-
ly, in the hope of turning away not
the great man himself, but only his
wrath.

“We have, sir; our stable yards
are considerable. And I say it in
praise of your shanty that it re-
minds me of my stables in Con-
necticut. I suppose you can give
us a loose box for a week, maybe?”

The landlord recognized the free
and easy American with plenty of
money—the kind of man who was
never too slow to give offense be-
cause he was the master of the sit-
uation by reason of the almighty
dollar ; he recognized the “colonel”
and the “general,” the man who
travels as he lists the wide world
over, and gets ready respect and
deference from everybody.
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“Certainly,” he replied, “for a
week or as much longer as you
like.”

“Well, I guess [ only want to
stay a week. You see, I arranged
to wait here for Viscount Thurlton,
who is going to join me next
Thursday, and then we're going
along to the new diggings just to
reckon things up a bit to sce
whether the place is worth work-
ing on a large scale, as we do it
in America. But I say, boss, this
place is real dull aiter Brishane;
isn't there any theater or place of
amusement? I reckon I shall die
of dullness right here.”

The landlord, already under the
distinguished patronage of \Vis-
count Thurlton, become oily, al-
most greasy, in his manner. ‘He
explained that there was no troupe
at the theater at present, and that
the only excitement was the trial
of a man who was supposed to be
concerned in a daring coach rob-
bery committed some little time be-
fore in the neighborhood.

“Ah! That would be intercst-
ing,” said the stranger. “I should
like to see that, Stuck up the
coach, did he?”

“Well, they say he did, but he
himself swears that he is innocent,
and that he was in Brisbane at the
time the coach was stopped. I
you would care to hear the trial,
sir, I can get you a secat easily.”

“I guess I'll take you up,” re-
turned the stranger, and it was
agreed that the proprietor should
escort the great man to the court-
house on the morrow, and by his
influence secure him a good seat,
just to enable him to while away
the time until Viscount Thurlton
came along.

It so happened, however, that
when they arrived the body of the



44 WEEKLY STAMP TRIBUNE.

court was full, so that the distin-
guished-looking American was ac-
commodated with a seat on the
bench, where he not only had a
good view of the proceedings, but
was seen and known by everyone
as the friend of Viscount Thurlton,
and a wealthy American who was
going to buy the new digging
township to “work it"” as an ordi-
nary man might work a potato
patch.

The prisoner was standing in the
dock with his eye cast down listen-
ing in despair to the conclusive
evidence against him. Presently
he raised his eyes at some direct
question from the judge, and was
about to speak when his eye fell
upon the stranger sitting on the
bench. He paused and staggered,
then gripped at the air, and f{ell
senseless in the dock,

When at last he was brought
vound he stood up, and, pointing
to the stranger, gasped for breath
and tried to speak.

“What is it, my man?" said the
judge.  “Steady vourself. [ ask
again, have you anvihing to say in
your defense?”

*Oh, vour honor!"” said the pris-
oner, at last, “I am saved—saved at
the last moment., I have already
said that I was in Drishane at the
time of the robbery, and there is
the man who can prove it."

All eves followed the direction of
his finger and rested upon the
stranger, who started, looked con-
fused, then irritated, and finally be-
wildered, as if he fancied the pris-
oner must be mad.

“If that gentleman will answer
my question,” resumed the prison-
er, I think I shall be able to prove
to evervone that T was in Brisbane
at the time T said.”

The stranger shifted in his seat

nervously, and at last said, in ton
of annoyance and expostulation :

“Your honor, T've never to m
knowledge set eyes on the prisonc
before, and I don’t see how [ ca
fix up his innocence. Besides, |
guess [ didn't come here to h
questioned by every son of a gm
that holds up a mail coach—I1 beu
your pardon, your honor, but you'l|
allow the annoyance is consider
able, anyhow."

['1is honor adnutted it was, bu
straightway appealed to the stran
ger's Dhetter feelings on behalf o
the prisaner until he was somewhal
molified, and remarked: *Waal, i
he thinks it's straight wire, he can
start in, and I'll answer his ques-
tions, [ don’t mind taking him up
on that.”

The stranger was then sworn,
and as he stood in the witness box
the prisoner addressed him.

“Sir,” he said, “do you remem-
ber on the 3d of July a man run-
ning after your hat in the street
in Drishane and bringing it back
to vou on the pavement?”

“T can’t say that I do,” replied
the stranger after a little thought :
“no, T can’t fetch it.”

“1o you not remember his say
ing that he was out of work and
his three children were starving®
And then can you recall giving him
a sovercign and saying: ‘Here's
a shilling for you?'"

The stranger was silent, as if he
wished to remember the occur-
rence, but presently he shook his
head and said: “No; it's no use—
you must be mistaking me for
some one else.”

“Stay!” cried the prisoner again,
in a voice of terrible tension, for
it was his last chance. “Do you
remember, before giving the sover-
eign, that the man told you he had

L
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fought in the Crimean war and
could show wounds—that he had
helped his country, but his coun-
try would not help him? Yes, you
must remember his showing vou
the scars—one at the back of the

head, another on his right
breast—"’
The stranger interrupted him

with a sudden exclamation: “I do,
[ do! The scar on your breast is

long one—a saber cut. Your
honor, T remember meeting this
man! 1 must apologize; his life
was in my hands, and 1 ncarly let
him fall through. He is the man I
saw in Dirishane.”

There was a profound sensation
in court as the prisoner steadicd
himself and wiped the cold mois-
ture from his brow.

“Can you remember the date on
which this happened?” asked the
prosecuting counscl,

“Ah, I'm afraid | can't,” the
stranger returned ) “but T know
this—it was three days after the
Carlisle Castle arrived at Sydney,
if it’s possible to find out what date
that was.”

The newspapers of the first week
in July were then consulted, and it
was found that the Carlisle Castle
arrived at Sydney on June 30, so
that three days afterward brought
it to the exact date required,

Again there was applause in
court as the prisoner was formally
acquitted.  Finally, turning toward
the stranger, the judge remarked :
“Tn the intercst of justice. T thank
vou, sir: yvour presence here today
1s one of those remarkable dispen-
sations of ['roviddinee which are
seldom met with,”

That night the acquitted pris-
oner, the American gentleman, and
his servant rode through the bush
in a jovial frame of mind. For rea-
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sons best known to themselves they
wished to put as great a distance
as possible between the township
and themsclves before morning;
and as they went they plannad how
they should hold up the mail a scc-
ond time at no very distant date.
But it was the last time the trick
was plaved successfully in that
neighborhood, for the distin-
guished American decamped with-
out paying his hotel bill: more-
over, Viscount Thurlton vever ar-
rived, and a rat was subsequently
smelt and seen Aoating in the air
of the neighborhood of the court-
house—a rat which had grown con-
siclerably beyond the “haul”
—Chicago Herald.
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THE GHOST IN BROCADE,

(Continued from last issue.)

“She is overwrought, Mr. Brag,”
said Helen, rising. *“Indeed, I
think we all are, with this horrid
Lady Marian about. Come along
to bed, Mrs. Brag. I'll come up
with you.”

“You'll have to stay with me all
night, my dear,” whimpered the old
lady, “for 1 don't know as Geoffry
firin’ off pistols won't be as bad as
the ghost. Are you goin’ to stay
up, too, J.?”

“There is no necessity, I inter-
posed. I can watch quite well
alone. When Mr, Ilrag hears a
shot he can come to me if he likes.”

“Oh, I'll come fast enough,” said
the old man, sturdily; *‘tain’t flesh
and blood I'm scared of, tnough 1
own I don't like the other thing.
However, if the blessed thing be-
longs to this world or the next it’s
quite certain we’ve got to put a
stop to its goin’s on ‘ere. If vou
don’t catch it, Geoffrey, we’ll shut
up the house and go abroad. I'm
getting quite skeery myself, and 1
aifn't got over much nerve to speak
O -‘l

“Well, let me try my hand at
exorcising the thing, Mr. Brag. If
I can’t manage it we'll do what you
say. Helen will die if this sort of
thing goes on.”

“Lord, you don’t think it's come
for ’er?”

“No, I don’t. It is some trick,
I tell you. Leave me to find it
out.”

Mr. Brag shook his head doubt-
fully and retired to bed in his turn.
Left alone I started on an explora-
tion of the house with a lamp in
one hand and a revolver in the
other. T examined all the doors and

windows and found them securely
bolted and barred. I looked into
what rooms I could, from cellar to
attic, and found them empty. It
was quite clear that beyond the in-
mates of the house there was no
one. Then I made for the happy
hunting ground of the ghost.

It had lately been snowing, but
now the night was frosty and clear.
A bright moon dispelled the dark-
ness and the white world without
was as clear as day.

The long gallery stretched the
whole length of the west wing. On
one side a row of tall windows ad-
mitted a good light on to the pic-
tures on the opposite wall. There
was a fair collection of these, but
the Allistons had never been suffi-
ciently artistic in their tastes or
sufficiently acute in their judgment,
to acquire masterpieces.

The portraits of Helen's ances-
tors were of most interest to me.
There was a long series of them,
dating from the Tudor time and
representing some of the hest work
of the masters. These were let into
the nak panelling with their gilded
frames, and could not be detached
from the wall. At the further end
of the gallery was an ornate win-
dow of stained glass, and through
this the moonlight fell, now weav-
ing colored arabesques on the door
and portraits, Here I paused be-
fore the picture of Lady Marian
Alliston.

She must have been a supremely
beautiful woman, this Jacobite con-
spirator, with the high spirit and
strong will. Here she was por-
trayed as tall and stately of figure.
A proud expression was on her al-
most swarthy face, and in the slen-
derest of white hands she gripped
a walking cane. In a dress of rich
brocade, with jewels on neck and
arms, red heeled shoes and the
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towering head dress of the period,
she looked every inch a queen, and
in her day must surely have moved
and ruled as one. I could imagine
those imperious brows frowning at
the mention of the Elector! I could
fancy those firm lips speaking the
curse on her too hasty husband.
There was something about this
fair dead woman which reminded
me of Beatrix Esmond ; filled with
the joy of life and born to dom-
inate by the power of beauty and
intellect. Yet she failed as Thack-
cray’s heroine failed ; but died more
nobly, in the prime of loveliness
without withering out into sad old
age. Had Sir Walter's rapicr not
struck through the proud heart she
might have been a Sarah Jennings.
As it was she was thwarted by fate;
and it was her sad destiny to ap-
pear as a bird of ill omen to those
who sat in her seat of pride. Yet
[ could imagine her wrath when
alive at the idea that her fair phan-
tom would descend to scaring an
old cook and her plebian husbhand.
How ironical a fate!

But all this preamble leads to
nothing. Although I watched in
the gallery until dawn T saw no
cghost. It was bitterly cold; and
the vigil was uncomfortable and in
vain. Lady Marian did not appear.
[ did not even hear the rustle of her
skirts, much less set eyes on her
face; and when I descended to
breakfast, after an hour or so of
sleep, it was to laugh at the super-
stitions of my friends.

“It is as I thought,” said 1.
“Parsons and Mrs. Jackson both
Ireamed they saw the phantom.
Lady Marian is too wise to revisit
the scene of her death.”

“Ah, but she don’t appear every
night,” protested Mrs. Brag, wise-
ly. “You wait, Geoffrey. She’ll
ireeze your blood yet.”
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“Not while she knows that an
armed watcher has his eye on her,
Mrs. Brag.”

“You still believe it is a trick,
Geoffrey?”

“If Lady Marian's phantom is
not merely the creation of Parsons'
and Mrs. Jackson's dreams, I still
believe it is a trick.”

But trick or no trick, all my
vigils were in vain. Night after
night for quite two weeks I
watched in that infernal gallery for
the ghost which never came. Yet
notwithstanding my disappoint-
ment, I could not rid myself of the
feeling that there was some mys-
tery about the apparition. It was
possible that my public announce-
ment to shoot the so-called ghost
had scared the person, who, I truly
believed, represented it. With this
idea T went on a new tack and
once more assembled the house-
hold.

“I have watched for fourteen
nights, more or less,” I said, “ and
no ghost has come to scare me.
Therefore 1 believe Mr. Parsons
and Mrs. Jackson have been de-
ceived in thinking they saw one.
There is no phantom here, so you
can all set your minds at rest. For
my part,” and this was the most
important point of my speech, “I
intend to watch no more. If Lady
Marian comes again she must go
without an audjence. Now all of
you go away, and let me have no
more of this rubbish.”

Butler and housckeeper were
both indignant at my aspersions,
but they knew better than to pro-
test openly, and went away with
the rest of the servants to grumble
in secret. An air of calm pervaded
the tale, and Mrs. Brag began to
pluck up courage. Also Helen, to
prove what was undermining her
health, hecame more cheerful and
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less hysterical. My common sense
had exorcised the ghost so far, but
it had not solved the mystery. De-
termined to fathom this I still con-
tinued to watch in the gallery. But
no one knew of my vigils, not even
Helen ; so if the trickster came, he
or she, whatsoever it might be,
would find me waiting,

For two or three nights the gal-
lery was empty as the palm of my
hand. But on the fourth night my
chance came, and with it the ghost.

It was about midnight and the
moon shining through the clear
glass of the side windows and re-
flecting her light [rom an expanse
of snow made the gallery almost as
brilliant as day. 1 was hidden be-
hind a curtain, midway along the
gallery, and half drowsily was
looking out into the maze of
shadow and silver radiance, Sud-
denly in the absolute stillness [
heard a faint sound. It was a tap-
ping of heels, the rustle of silk
skirts, and in a moment under the
painted window I saw the ghost. It
appeared from nowhere and T must
confess it startled me very con-
siclerably.

It was Lady Marian sure
cnough. I was sufficiently close to
it to see that. There she stood,
with the tall head dress and cane,
and rich brocaded gown, exactly
as she was represented in her port-
rait. T caught just a glimpse of her
face, but it was not sufficient for
me to say with certainty whether it
was identical with that in the pic-
ture. But the figure was certainly
the same, [ sat quite still and
watched, and waited, one finger
ready on the trigger of my re-
volver.

With the clacking sound de-
scribed by Mrs. Jackson it came
down the gallery. The stick tapped,
and the long train rustled and the

moonlight played upon the ricl
hues of the brocade. It did noi
come near me, but kept close by
the range of the family pictures,
fingering the frames and passing
its white hand over the surfaces, At
times it stopped and with bent heac
scrutinized more closely the faces
of the portraits. Then it began t,
glide back more swiftly than it had
come. I rose, perhaps too in-
cautiously, and T must have made
some noise, for before I could raisc
my revolver to take aim the ghost
started, retreated rapidly toward-
the painted window, and vanished

Yes, hefore my very eyes it van-
ished. T hurried to the sput wher
[ had last seen it, but not a ‘race of
anvthing could I find. [ nless i1
had dropped through the floor
had passed through a soli’l wall T
conld not see for the lif - of me how
it had got away. Could it be a
true phantom after all?  No, my
reason wouldn’t allow such a sup-
position.  Bevond doubt it was
flesh and blood—some member of
the houschold got up to resemble
l.ady Marian. [ was more than
cver perplexed.

I related everything to Mr. Brag
next morning, but he kept my
story carefully from his wife and
Helen. They were recovering their
spirits somewhat, and it would not
do to damp them again by saying
that T had seen the thing muyself,
Mr. Brag, indeed, was considerably
agitated at this seeming confirma-
tion of the apparition, and it was as
much as ever T could do to talk
him out of the conviction that
spiritual it was.

“(concluded in next issue.)
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LATEST NEWS.

Washington.—National Board of
trade adopted report favoring 1 ct.
postage and cheap parcels post.

Paris, FFrance.—An entirely new
set of postage stamps for Persia has
been made in the Netherlands.
They were made in consequence of
wholesale thefts on the part of high
Persian postal officials. The new
series has been changed in color,
but not design.

Paris, France.—Irance has just
issuedd a new series of stamps in
commemoration of the approaching
international exposition at DParis.
The design of the new stamps rep-
resents a right-side profile of the
allegorical figure of the French Re-
public, with one hand extended to a
figure of “Justice,” and the other
holding a shield bearing the in-
scription  “Droits de 1"'Homme”
(Rights of Man). A small space in
the foreground presents the value
of the stamp, and the words “Re-
publique Francaise” are inscribed
across the base. The stamps are of
values from 40 centimes (about 8
cents U, S.) to 5 francs (about $1
U. S)

London, Eng.—The price of the
old Transvaal stamps seems to be
rising in value. Among the first
Republic Transvaal stamps dis-
posed of at a sale here a few days
ago were a 3d (1877) stamp, sur-
charged at back, seven pounds; a
1d error (1877-79)., surcharged
“Transvaal,” twenty-nine pounds;

a 3d lilac on green of the same
period, without surcharge, fifteen
pounds 10s. Among the Second
Republic stamps was a half-penny
on a 6d stamp with queen’s head,
sixteen pounds. At the same sale a
15¢ Reunion, first issue, brought
thirty-three pounds, a 30c Reunion,
first issue, forty-six pounds, and a

pair of 2d Mauritius, forty-nine
pounds.
Paris, France—The French

Soudan has ceased 1o exist as an in-
dependent colony, parts of its terri-
tory having been transferred to the
administration  of Senegal, the
Ivory Coast and Irench Guinea.
The stamps of the colony have been
suppressed accordingly.

New York.—The new stamps
of Austria have appcared and com-
prise the following values: Post-
age stamps, 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 10, 20, 25,
30, 40, 50 and 60 heller, and 1, 2
and 4 crowns. Unpaid Iletter
stamps, 1, 2, 4, 6, 10, 12, 15, 20, 40
and 100 heller; newspaper stamps,
2,6,10 and 20 heller. Postage
stamps for Austrian offices in the
Levant, 5, 10, 25 and 50 heller, 1, 2
and 4 crowns.

Pittsburg, Pa.—The Pittsburg
club met last Thursday evening at
the residence of Mr, John Neesner,
on North avenue, Allegheny, and
listened to a paper on the stamps of
the (German co!onics, which was
read by'Mr. A. G. Burgoyne. Mr.
[Burgoyne cxhlblted most of the
German colonial stamps and many
interesting specimens of colonial



52 I¥EEKLY

cancellations on German stamps
antedating the issue of special
stamps for the colonies. Mr. Geo.
W. Rode was reelected secretary
and treasurer and he was also as-
signed to read a paper at the March
meeting. The next meeting of the
society will will be held at the resi-
dence of Mr. Adam Daum, in
Lawrenceville.

Paris, France—Victor Robert,
the well-known French stamp col-
lector, has presented his splendid
collection to the Paris Cabinct de
Estampes in commemorationt of
the fiftieth anniversary of the intro-
duction of postage stamps in
France.

Buffalo, N. Y.—The managers
of the Buffalo exposition are mak-
ing a determined effort to secure
the issue of the commemorative set
in chromo-lithograph in two colors,
that will cast the Columbians and
Omahas completely in the shade.

Allegheny, Pa—The regular
monthly meeting of the Twin City
Philatelic society was held last
Thursday evening at the club
rooms on Sixth avenue. At the
opening of the session Mr., George
W. Rode was called to the chair as
president pro tem. Mr., Meesner
and Mr. Coe responded to a call for
volunteers to read papers at the
February and March meetings re-
spectively, The society then pro-
ceeded to fill the offices of president
and counterfeit director rendered
vacent by the death of Mr. C, P.
Krauth. Mr, Rode was chosen
president and Mr. Doeblin counter-
feit director, both by acclamation.
Mr. Burgoyne was appointed to
succeed Mr, Krauth on the library
committee.  Mr, Burgoyne ad-
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dressed the socicty on the subject of
the death of Mr. Krauth.

The meeting closed with an auc-
tion sale, in which a large number
of lots were disposed of at good
prices.

Pittsburg, Pa—An oddity which
came in the mail of a local firm a
few days ago is the private stamp
of a I'rench wine grower, placed
on an envelope apparently for ad-
vertising purposes, but duly can-
celled as if it were a legitimatc
postage stamp. It is of the size
and color of the &cent Columbian,
and the similarity is enhanced by
the fact that the figure “'8"” appears
at each side, representing, however,
the number of gold medals sccured
by the advertiser, instead of an
amount of money. In all parts of
the world, it seems, there are post-
offices where “any old thing” in
the shape of a stamp passes muster,

Berlin, Germany—The Derlin
Club of Postage Stamp Collectors,
on the occasion of a winter enter-
tainment, had one hundred current
German 3 plennig stamps sur-
charged “Samoach” and circulated
them as a joke, with copies of a
“Philatelic vening Paper,” pub-
lished especially for the occasion
and distributed among those pres-
ent. As a result, scores of foreion
philatelic journals, including some
in the United States, have gravely
announced a new set of German
colonials. The Derliners are un-
derstood to be overwhelmed by the
consequences of their prank.

New York—The new German
postal card, value 5 pfennig, has just
been received here by dealers, The
design is a vast improvement on
anvthing in the postal card line
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that the German government has
yet issued. In the top right-hand
corner appears the design of the 5-
pfennig stamp, with the figure of
Germania, and a large spray and
garland gracefully intertwined
about the whole. In the opposite
corner there is a sunburst with the
date “1800” in large figures in the
center. The card is printed in
green.

Chicago, Ill.—At the last meet-
ing of the Chicago Philatelic so-
ciety the following officers were
clected to serve for the year 1900:
P. M. Wolsieffer, president; W, R.
Patterson, vice president; John J.
Oesch, secretary; Chas. Schlieck-
ert, treasurer; F. N. Massoth,
manager auction department; I'red
Michal, manager open stamp ex-
change,

Regular meetings remain as be-
fore, the first and third Thursday
of each month at 651 Marquette
bhuilding.

CANADIAN NOTES.

Today 1 have just received the
D. P. A, handbook. T have not
seen the previous annual books of
the 1. . A., but of all books is-
sued by societies that T belong to
the D. I'. A, is certainly the best.
IMlustrated with several photo-lith-
ographs of prominent members, to
which is added short biographic
notice of cach. The official matter
is certainly interesting. As to
Starnaman’s Directory of Canadian
Philatelists it is certainly better
than any other issued previously.
The press work is a credit to
Messrs. Starnaman DBros., and the
official handbook of Canada's na-
tional society is certainly a “record
breaker,” :

Most of the pictures of the

Mount Royal Stamp Co, have been
sold to The Holmes Stamp Co.,

who intend starting a very fine
shop before long. They are also
about to publish a philatelic maga-
zine, “The Mount Royal Philatel-
ist.” The services of many leading
philatelic writers have been se-
cured.

Mr. A. R. Magill has returned
from his trip to New York, where
he has probably made more than
one purchase.

“Timber Toes” tells us that the
map stamps are not yet exhausted.
No, indeed, they are still on sale.
Probably Mr. (Seebeck) Mullock
intends keeping them up till 1901,
and it will save him the trouble to
issue a commemorative stamp, as
he will have but to surcharge the
maps. As for the 4c and Tc 1 don’t
think we will have the pleasure of
seeing them.,

Mr. E. Saulter has tendered his
resignation as local auction man-
ager of the C. I’. C., which was
accepted and Mr. A. C. Telfer,
manager of the Telfer Stamp Co.,
has been named to fill the vacancy.

I was sorry to hear of the death
of Mr. Jos. Denis (a well known
collector’s) father.

January number of the Jubilee
was very good, and December
number of Montreal Philatelist was
excellent, but we have not heard
from the Advocate, but we know
Messrs. Starmaman reserve for us
a great surprise.

If I. B. Unknown glances at
these notes I beg him to kindly
send me a copy of his universally
renowned Stampic America and 1
will give him the well deserved
credit for obliging me. My address
is 5 Vercheres avenue.
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What a z-cent Stamp Will Do.
Youth’s Companion.

It may not be out of place to
give an illustration of the vast dis-
tances a letter may travel on the
strength of a 2-cent postage stamp.
Suppose one of the girl readers of
the Companion in Key West, Fla,,
has a brother in the Klondike re-
gion who has risked all to dig for-
tune from mother earth, and writes
to tell him the news from home.

She drops the letter in the post-

office at Key West, and 1t starts on
its long journey.

It does not, of necessity, travel in
a straight line to its destination,
hut must follow the twistings and
turnings of the railroads, which
have complete charge of it until the
northwest corner of the State of
Washington is reached. When it
arrives at Seattle it has passed
through fourteen States, and vet,
so far as time is concerned, hut
one-fourth of the jonrney has been
accomplished.

It now takes a sea voyage from
Seattle to Juncau, Alaska, and from
the latter place is carried, as I have
already described, to Circle City. It
may be taken from there by friend-
ly hands farther into the Klondike
country, and finally delivered to the
anxious brother, who has been ea-
gerly awaiting the arrival of the
next party from the nearest town in
which a postoffice is conducted, in
the hope that some one would
bring him a letter,

This letter has now traveled in
the neighborhood of 7.000 miles—
by railroad, steamboat, stage,
horschback and, perhaps, dogsled—
and has been on the road for nearly
ferty days, without a moment’s
rest !

No profit, in money, accrues to

the government for delivering that
letter; indeed, each letter sent into
the Klondike costs the government
for transportation many times the
amount of postage charged; butin
such cases, should we reckon the
profit only in dollars and cents?
Should we not also consider the
happiness and satisfaction afforded
this brother as he sits by his fire,
perhaps homesick and lonely, but
now with a loving smile illuminat-
ing his face, as he reads and reads
again every word his thoughtful sis-
ter has written about home, moth-
er and father, and perhaps of some
one else whom he holds dear?
When, finally, he places his treas-
ure under his pillow and seeks rest
he is happier than for many a day;
and Uncle Sam, who has contrib-
uted so largely to that happiness,
does not regret the small pecuniary
loss he has sustained.—Ex-Post-
master General James A. Gary.

Circulars are out announcing the
second exhibition of the section on
Philately, and asking for support
from advertisers, This is a splen-
did medium to reach the better
class of philatelists, and if the sec-
ond exhibition is as successful as
the first was, philately will receive
another “boust” to be remembered.
The exhibition is to be held at the
Art Galleries of the Brooklyn Insti-
tute, 174 Montague strect, Brook-
Iyn, N. Y., from March 18th to
March 24th, 1900.  Inseperabilis.

The stamps of South Australia
are to be printed in postal union
colors,

U.S. LR, on 2., |89_8.
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ASK FOR FREE MAIL
DELIVERY,

The general demand for rural
mail delivery may result in a short
time in an effort to secure the es-
tablishment of the same all over the
county. Every few days a delega-
tion of people from somewhere in
the county calls upon Postmaster
Dewstoe with the request that they
be granted rural delivery. Col.
Dewstoe, while heartily in favor of
the extension of the rural delivery
system, has no authority in the
matter and all that he can do is to
forward the applications to the
postoffice department.

At present there is but one free
rural delivery in the county—one
that is carried from the Chagrin
Tralls postoffice. The only opposi-
tion to rural delivery of mail that
so far has appeared where the sys-
tem has been placed in effect, has
come from the fourth class post-
masters, many of whom lose their
jobs by the abolishment of their
offices.

Postmaster Dewstoe is in favor
of the uniform extension of rural
delivery instead of establishing
routes as at present.

“There is a great deal of irregu-
larity about the system at present,”
said Col. Dewstoe vesterday. “One
route is laid out here and another
there, and under the arrangement
the entire territory is not covered.
I'or example in the Chagrin Falls
route a corner of Orange township
is left out of the rural delivery, The
postoffice department should adopt
a more comprehensive system and
cover all of a certain territory in-
stead of laying out a roure.

“It would be a great thing if
rural delivery could he established
all over the countv, but T don’t
think anvthing will be done to-

by a red horizontal line.
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wards the extension of the system
before the next fiscal year, which
begins in July. I believe that with-
in five years free rural delivery will
be established in every thickly pop-
ulated state in the country. At
present there is not a township in
Cuyahoga county that does not
come up to the department’s re-
quirements for free delivery as re-
gards population.”

CORRESPONDENCE.

~ Ridgway, Pa., Jan. 20, 1900.
Stamp Tribune Pub. Co.,
Cleveland, O.

Gentlemen:—I have noticed in
your enterprising publication sev-
eral articles on “Uncatalogued Va-
rieties.”” Now I have in my col-
lection a 2c¢ lake, issue of 1890, that
has a distinct cap on the left two.
The cap is separated from the two
Do these
stamps exist in large quantity, or
are they few in number. Hoping
to received an answer, I remain,

- Yours for “Philately.”
Frederick 1.. Kline.
329 Centre St.

The Philippines seem to handle
more heavy mail than any other of

our new possessions, therefore
there is a strong demand for

stamps of high denominations.

Canada Jubilee

COMPLETE SETS,
14c. to $5.00,

all lightly eancelled,

PRricg, $6 50.
A.F.PUGH,Winnipeg,Can.

SIX DOLLARS
'SLNID ALAIT
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EDITORIALS.

In a very liberal review of the
WeEekLy S. T., Mr. Stone of the
Era makes the complaint “that the
contents (of the WEEkLY) include
two stories that have nothing to do
with stamps.” He further adds:
“The paper should not call itself a
stamp paper and then include mis-
cellaneous matter. That should be
leit to non-philatelic journals.”

Had Mr. Stone read our intro-
ductory explanation in the edi-
torials of the number he had before
him, we believe that he would not
have made the statement given
above. As we stated then, the ob-
ject of the miscellaneous matter
appearing in these columns is to
make converts to Philately, With
the course it pursues in this regard
the WEEKLY STAMP TRIBUNE
reaches a class of people to whom

a stamp paper is a closed door,
while the short stories contained in
the WEEKLY is the key that helps
to unlock this door. Stamps he
knows nothing of, but a good story
or anecdote appeals directly to him,
And is it possible that once inter-
ested in a magazine its owner will
lay it down without at least glanc-
ing at the stamp news and articles?
We think not. The party who sub-
scribes to the WEEKLY or buys it
on the train or at the news stand,
will soon learn to read the whole

paper, and becoming interested in
its contents it is almost impossible
for him not to become interested in
stamps. And then, who knows but
that through this medium we may
secure as ardent Philatelists as Mr,
Stone himself.

As to his claim that no paper
which has stories, etc,, in its pages
is entitled to call itself a stamp
paper, why that's perfectly ridicu-
lous. We may as well say that a
daily newspaper is no newspaper
simply because it publishes stories,
or that a trade journal such as the
Iron Age is no trade journal sim-
ply because its pages are adorned
with anecdotes, stories and funny
illustrations.

Besides, isn’t a stamp collector
as fond of good light literature as
anyone? Most assuredly he is, and
il the WEEKLY STAMP TRIBUNE
has any say between its covers he
will continue to get it.

That the WEEKLY STAMPp TRI-
BUNE is a good paying medium to
the advertiser is proven by the tes-
timonials received from several of
our advertisers.

IF. R. Nicolle says, “My ads pay
me excellently.”
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John Peltz says, “Results from
my adv, in your paper arc very
gratifying.”

The Stamp Trust says, “Of all
new stamp journals yours is the
only one we have decided to pat-
ronize, and we are glad to have
done so, as our ads in the S, T.
pay us a good deal better than
those in other and much older pa-
pers.”

H. C. Crowell states that his ad-
vertisement in No. 2 of the WEEK-
Ly has brought better results than
he ever expected.

And so they go, Mr. Dealer, you
should get your share of this trade.
Try an adv. in the next number,
and see whether it will pay you to
sign contract.

We are making a special offer
on a three-month’s contract. Send
stamp for particulars.

I'ive hundred different Y. M. C.
A. branches of the United States
and Canada should reccive a copy
of this number of the paper. By
special permission of the postal au-
thorities we are enabled to mail
them the WrREKLY for four or five
consecutive issues free of charge.
This is done to introduce the paper
where we think it will do most
good., We should like to have the
paper on file in all our Y. M. C. A.
libraries, and will make them a spe-
cial offer, i. e., we will send the
WEerkLY to any Y. M. C. A, li-
brary in the U. S. or Canada for a
whole year on receipt of only 25
cts, providing the subscription is
personally ordered by the branch
librarian or secretary, The WEEK-
Ly Stamp TRIBUNE deserves to
find its place in any good Y. M. C.
A. library, and you should have it
in yours,

CLEVELAND AUCTION SALE.

The annual auction of the Gar-
field-Perry Stamp Club of Cleve-
land was held Jan. 24th at 217 The
Arcade.

Although the attendance was
hardly as large as anticipated, the
majority of the lots brought very
fair prices, in some cases as high
as full catalogue value.

The auctioneer, Mr. W. J. Bro-
die, is to be congratulated upon the
way he conducted the sale.

In all about 100 lots were of-
fered, realizing a total of nearly
$200. The following is a list of
some of the best lots with prices
obtained :

U. S. 1855, strip of 3—12¢c on
cover, $2.00; Justice, 30c, good,
$7.75; Justice, 90c, nicked, $10.50 ;
Navy 10c¢, good, $1.00; Envclope,
1864, 30c green, $1.20; Envelope,
1864, 40c¢ rose, $1.15; $10 Convey-
ance, Imperf, pair, one torn, $3.25;
$50 Revenue, $1.75; Great Dritain,
1847, 1 sh. strip of 4, $1.75.

The members present  were:
Messrs. H. P. Cushing, W. H.
Schneider, W. W, MacLaren, N.
2. Ntockwell, W, . Brodie, W, H.
Barnum, L. . Tubman, M. D,
Jas. A. Humiston, Arthur Odell,
Henry Pears, L.. G. French, H. C.
Crowell, W. P. Dunlany, M. D,,
H. A. Spear, P. H. Newhofs, W,
C. Rhodes, and R, P. Beardsley.
Among the visitors were Alvin
Good. Police Lieut. Tressell, S, P.
Lev, IV, A. Stedronsky and Mr.
Becker.

The next meeting of the club
will he held on the third Wednes-
day in February.

R. P. Beardslee,

Secretary Garfield-Perry Stamp’
Club.
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POSTAGE STAMPS WILL NOT
STICK.

Nothing but a mechanical hitch
in the preliminaries stands now in
the way of the government’s carry-
ing out a design which has been
under advisement, in one form or
another, for 25 years, for issuing
postage stamps in books as well as
sheets. It has been a special hobby
of Third Assistant DPostmaster
General Madden, especially since
he has noted the popularity of the
little waistcoat pocket folios of
paraffine paper used as stamp cases
by persons who have to carry a
good many stamps about with
them, and who have had the bitter
experience of finding them stuck
together when most needed. At
the bureau of engraving and print-
ing, where the only difficulty now
seems to exist, complaint is made
that Mr. Madden proposes plans
which, if executed in detail, would
involve the making of entirely new
plates for printing the stamps. It
is more than likely, however, that
so strong an impulse having now
been given to it, the scheme will be
carried out by the necessary con-
cessions on the one side or the
other. It is Mr. Madden’s idea to
have the stamps in sheets of six
each, two or more sheets being
bound into a little book with paste-
board covers and sold for a mere
nominal advance upon the price of
the stamps themselves: books of
twelve two-cent stamps selling for
25 cents, and so on. If this plan be
adopted with regard to - letter
stamps, we shall probably see it
soon followed by the internal rev-
enue bureau with the war tax
stamps.

As has been said, the idea has
been under consideration for at
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least a quarter century, and the
fact that only at this late day is the
government apparently approach-
ing definite action on it shows how
slow are all such movements for in-
creased convenience to the public.
Many readers of these lines will re-
member a time when, if one want-
ed to prepay postage on a letter, he
had to carry it to the office, pay his
three, five or ten cents, and sec the
word “paid” printed across its face
in large letters by the use of a type-
stamp and an ink-pad, just as post-
marks are now put on in country
offices. Somebody hit upon the
idea of selling, for a price of the
postage or a very small advance
upon it, an adhesive stamp which
could be stuck upon the letter by
the sender at his own home. Not
only did this involve a saving of
hand labor for the postmaster and
his clerks, but it spared them the
nuisance of handling money and
making change for each letter, or
group of letters separately mailed ;
it acted as a check upon the post-
master’s accounts, and it reduced
to a minimum the trouble to which
the sender of a letter was necessar-
ily put. The natural inference is
that the adhesive stamp would have
come universally into use as soon
as devised. The fact is just the
reverse. The United States were
six or seven years behind England
in the adoption of a government
stamp issue, although some of our
more enterprising postmasters had
gone individually into the business
of issuing local adhesive stamps in
order to save themselves needless
labor. Nobody could offer any
valid reason why the federal gov-
ernment should not have its own
stamps : but with its usual inertia
the government took its time about
doing what had already heen
proved a wise thing. In France
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they were even slower than we in

adopting a government stamp sys-
tem, stamps of the Paris postoffice
having been used as far back as the
reign of Louis XIV. The adop-
tion of a government stamp series
in France was at least ten years be-
hind that in England. We are apt
thoughtlessly to assume, too, that
the perforated stamp sheet, as we
know it now, is as old as the post-
age stamp system, This is an er-
ror. DPerforations as a means of
separating the stamps on a sheet
came into play in this country as
lately as '54-55, after government
stamps had been in use about eight
yvears. Up to that time the sheets
were printed solid, and it was nec-
essary to employ shears or a pa-
per-cutter to get the single stamps
apart.

It is worthy of note incidentally
to this retrospect that a private
business man put the value of the
idea of binding stamps into books
to a pretty fair test a while ago.
when he went into the trade of sell-
ing books of stamps at a trifle less
than the actual cost of the stamps,
making his profit upon the covers
of the books. A great many per-
sons who would have welcomed the
convenience if they could have
bought such hooks from the gov-
ernment were suspicious of an un-
dertaking in private control, on the
same principle as the London
crowd, in the familiar story, refused
to buy Dritish sovereigns at a half-
crown cach, when they were so of-
fered, in order to settle a bet as to
the average of human incredulity.
The advertising stamp-book, with
the stamp actually bhound into it,
therefore passed out of view; but
the advertising stamp-case, into
which each carrier puts his stamps
for himseli, is still with us every-
where.

OF INTEREST TO ALL,

A few more hints on the collec-
tion of postage stainps may not be
amiss:

7. Never pay more than cata-
logue price for a stamp unless it is
a very desirable stamp or the only
one lacking to complete a set or
country. Duy your stamps in sets
as much as possible, and when vou
have some countries nearly com-
plete, strive to complete them.

8. Take time in placing vour
stamps in your album and let them
have as much of a systematic ar-
rangement as possible, which will
make your collection look cleaner
and neater, and [ may say here that
il you ever want to sell, a clean
and neat collection will almost al-
ways bring more than a dirty and
badly arranged one.

The United States government
is ta he commended upon the sen-
sible way in which it intends to
issue the set of stamps to com-
memorate the Pan-American Ex-
position to be held at Duffalo in
1901. The stamps are to he no
larger than the ones in use now.
It is not going to be a wall paper
issue, but a stamp of sensible size.
Another thing is that there are to
be the 6 lowest denominations,
thus allowing cvery collector to
own an unused sct for very little
money. Some very pretty designs
are about to be submitted, among
which may he mentioned Niagara
IFalls and Whirlpool Rapids.

I have noticed that plate No. b
of the Canadian 5¢ numeral, has
the 5 inverted like ¢. [ also Dbe-
lieve that there were only a few
of these inexistence, the mistake
heing noticed hefore many sheets
were sent out by the department.
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THE FACE ON THE CANVAS,

It was at the matinee. The cur-
tain had fallen upon a one-act
farce, and the house was darkened
for the biograph.

Two girls sat in the left-hand
box, chatting together, Their faces
shone whitely in the hali-light. The
lines of their profiles were so deli-
cately fine that many turned to
look at them.

“Last night,” Mabel was saying,
“I dreamed of muddy water. I
kept dreaming of it all night long.
It came on and on, rolling up to
my very feet. The waves were big,
turbulent, threatening. 1 was
afraid.”

“A sign of trouble,” murmured
Florence; “that is, unless cleared.
Did it clear?”

Mabel frowned. She closed her
fan and tapped it impatiently
against the palm of her other hand.

*No, it didn't,”” she answered;
“but what difference did that
make? Do you believe in dreams
and signs and wonders and all the
rest of that tomfoolery?”

FFlorence pressed the tips of her
gloved fingers against her mouth
to conceal a yawn. ‘“Not neces-
sarily,” said she.

The fact of the matter was that
dreams and signs and wonders
were a part of her religion, but the
matinee was not exactly the place
for a heated discussion. Besides,
she was Mabel's guest.

“When did you hear from Ar-
thur?” she asked, with a quick
change of the subject. Arthur was
Mabel’s soldier sweetheart.

“That is the trouble,”” sighed
Mabel. “I haven’t heard from him
for ages, but I am expecting him
home daily. His regiment came
last week, bhut he was not with it.

Perhaps he stopped somewhere 15
rest. Itis a wonder they didn't a|
die down there in that oven of .
place.” Then under her breath she
added, “I hate that dream of mudd .
water.”

“I thought you didn’t believe in
dreams,” exclaimed Florence.

“I don’t, but i

She was interrupted by the ap-
pearance of “Me and Jack™ upon
the canvas. There was a ripple oi
subdued laughter as the little girl
fell from the ropes into wne water;
the dog swimming coolly off and
leaving her there.

Picture after picture was then
presented. There was the naval
parade, the warships passing up the
Hudson, the yachts skimming
swiltly in front of them, partially
obstructing the view of the sailors
who stood like white statues along
their decks: next Hobson walked
leisurely down the deck of a little
cruiser; then a review of the troops
at Tampa was announced,

“Perhaps it is Arthur’s regiment
that is to be reviewed!” whispered
Mabel, clasping her hands ecstatic-
ally together. “Oh, I hope so!”

There was a drum beat and be-
forc a dim vista of white tents the
troops passed in review,

“Their faces look sad,” said
IFlorence, “and they walk as if they
were tired to death.”

A white dog, the mascot of the
regiment, occupied the center of
the canvas for a sccond, a soldier
following.

A piece of paper floated along
behind. Then canmie a row of six
stalwart men. The man in front
suddenly turned his face toward
the aundience. He looked straight
at Mabel. His eves were hollow
and sad. Intense weariness was
stamped upon everv line in his
gaunt features,
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Mabe! leaned eagerly forward.
she laid hold of Florence's arm.

“Look, Florence!” she gasped.
“Look, it is Arthur!”

In a moment the face was gone
irom the canvas, others had taken
its place, the drum ceased to beat,
the review was over, and the can-
vas was dark again.

Mabel was white to the lips. She
hurriedly gathered up her belong-
ings, her fan, her handkerchief, her
opera-glasses,

“What are you about?”
Ilorence ;
over.”

“I can't help it,
must go now.

asked
“the thing is not half

" said Mabel., *'1
The heat in here 1s

stifing. I can't stand it. 1 must
have fresh air.”
Qutside she trembled so that

FFlorence took her arm.

“If T were you,” she said, “I
should be glad that I saw him.
Why do you worry so?

“His eyes were hollow and sad,”
stammered Mabel, “and his cheeks
were thin, He looked so tired, so
dead tired! Oh, T'lorence, suppose
he is very ill, suppose—Oh, re-
member my dream!”

Florence affected an overwhelm-
ing surprise.

“T thought vou didn’t believe in
dreams,” said she.

“T don't, I don't. Who but an
idiot would believe in such rank

foolishness—but you can't help
thinking: 2
“Oh, yes, you can. Come, we

will take this car, and I will see you
home myself. Don’t be silly.”

By the time they reached the
house Florence had coaxed the girl
into something like her old gayety.
She laughed at a bit of her non-
sense as they ran up the steps to-
gether. They passed into the hall.
On a little table reserved for cards
lay a letter.
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Mabel took it up and held it be-
tween her forefinger and thumb. It
was old and yellow. A dozen post-
marks disfigured the face of it,
upon which there was no stamp.

I'lorence tock it from her.

“I will open it for you,” she said.

Mabel sunk upon her knees on
the carpet. She remained there
trembling, her white face clasped
between her slender, bloodless fin-
gers.

She saw once more the tired face
on the canvas, the weary limbs
dragging laggingly along, the hol-
low eyes peering straight into hers
in all the sadness of a last farewell.

IYor, before Florence coulid read
the contents of the letter—her
heart had guessed the truth—The
Criterion.
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THE GHOST IN BROCADE,

(Continued from last issue.)

“But what on earth can it be,
man?” he said.

“Well,” 1 replied, “I have some
sort of idea, but at present I won't
state it lest I should prove to be
wrong, 1 propose that you watch
with me lomght Mr. Lrag, and to-
gether we ]I see if we can’t unmask
the ghost.”

“But do you think it will come
again tonight?”

“l can't say. Derhaps not, It
may be that the trickster, whoever
it may be, has had a fright and will
delay further operations for a
while. It is someone in the house,
I'm convinced of that. When 1
announced that 1 would watch
nothing was seen of it.
ly I said I would give up watching,
Lady Marian appears. What we
must do is to watch regularly, Mr.
Brag; cven should it not appear
for a week or more.”

It turned out that I was right.
Night after night we concealed
ourselves behind the curtain, I with
my revolver, Brag armed with a
large dinner bell, with which he in-
tended alarming the house when
Lady Marian was captured, This
went on for no less than ten nights.
Then I took Mrs. Brag and Helen
into confidence, and arranged a
pretended departure from the
house. I went off to London with
great fuss and ceremony. But I
got out of the train at the first sta-
tion and returned to the hall by
road secretly. And at 11 o'clock
that night Brag and I were in our
hiding place once more. And it
was Christmas eve, the very time
when ghosts should be abroad, ac-
cording to legend.

But direct-
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“Now,” T whispered, “the ghos
is off its guard; take my word fo
it, he or she, wlnch ever it is, wil
come.” DBrag said nothing, buw
gripped viciously at the handle o
his dinner bell.

It fell out as I had anticipated
Shortly  after midnight ~ Lady
Marian reappeared in the samc
guise as before. I could hear
Drag’s teeth chattering as he saw
the apparition. The moonlight
was as strong as it had been on the
previous occasion, and Lady Ma-
rian, clacking and tapping as be-
fore, moved throngh it in precisely
the same way. She glided along
by the pictures and fingered the
frame. Suddenly we heard her
give a joyous exclamation, and
there was a sliding sound as of
something pushed back. A por-
trait vanished, and a black cavity
was seen in its place.

Now was the time. T jumped
up, and poising my revolver fired
as truly as I could, and at the same
moment Drag's bell clanged out
vigorously. There was a shriek
and a hurried scamper. Then as
before the ghost of Lady Marian
vanished before we could reach the
spot.

"Where the deuce has she
gone?” cried Drag, who was still
ringing his bell hard.

“Through a sliding panel,” T re-
plied, guessing the means of exit
was through the cavity.

As 1 lighted the lamp there was
more noise and pattering of feet,
and the half-dressed servants in all
stages of dishabille and alarm came
crowding into the gallery. Some
carried lights, others pokers and
sticks, but one and all were as
frightened as they well could be.

And no wonder; for the clamor
of Brag’s bell was enough to wake
the dead. Then came Helen and
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Mrs. Brag fully dressed, for they
both had waited up to witness the
success of my scheme,

And it was a success—greater
than 1 had dared to dream. As I
said, a picture—that of Lady Ma-
rian had vanished—that is it had
slid back into the wall, leaving a
cavity which we proceeded to ex-
amine, Therein we found an iron
box fast locked. DBut Brag soon
had it torn open, to find that it con-
tained velvet lined drawers and
trays all heaped with the most
splendid jewelry. Gold, diamonds,
rubies, emeralds—the mass glit-
tered like a rainbow.

“See, Helen, your mother’s long
lost jewels. So this is what the
ghost of Lady Marian came for.”

“My gracious!” cried Mrs, Brag,
dropping on her knees. “Look,
my dear, all my Lady's jewels!
You'll wear them at your wedding
after all.”

But Helen did not look at them.
She just stared at me, nervous and
shaking.

“Geoffrey, who is the ghost?”

“Cannot you guess? Jane Rior-
dan.”

“Impossible! Tsn’t she here?”

“No, miss," said Parsons, glanc-
ing round at the servants, “‘she ain’t
with us.”

“Oh, Geoffrey, 1 hope you
haven’t shot her.”
“Serve 'er right il ¢ ’'as,” cried

Brag. “Dut don't cry, my pretty,
she went through another sliding
panel. Come, Geoffrey, let us
look.”

“The spring in the frame, Mr.
Brag. 1'm sure of that.”

Instantly a dozen hands were
busy with the frames, and we soon
came upon a spring in that of a
picture at the far end of the gal-
lery. It opened noiselessly, and I
stepped into the open space, fol-
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lowed by Brag bearing the lamp.
We proceeded along a narrow pas-
sage, ascended a flight of stone-
steps, and finally emerged through
another sliding panel into the back
part of the house. On our way we
picked up the tall cane, the gray
wig and head dress and the bro-
cade skirt. :

“She stripped herself to get
away,” said Drag, nodding., “Let
us go to her room. She has one
to herself, yon know, Asked my
old woman to give her one as a
special favor, and for Eliza Craik's
sake she got it.”

The room was reached and we
found it empty, with the last rem-
nants of the disguise on the floor.
On going to the back door we dis-
covered that it was open and

. through it Jane Riordan had van-

ished into the night never to re-
turn.

So it was that T exorcised the
ghost of Lady Marian. On Christ-
mas day at hreakfast we discussed
thoroughly the stirring events of
the night, Mrs. Brag was filled
with anger at the way in which
Jane Riordan had tricked her.

“I wonder how she knew about
my lady’s jewels?"” she said.

“Oh, there’s no difficulty in
guessing that,” I replied. “The
father must have told his wife
where he had hidden them. I dare-
say he intended to fetch them him-
self when he came out of gaol., But
he died before his sentence expired,
However, he let his wife know, and
she, of course, told Jane, who came
liere and tried to get them by mas-
querading as Lady Marian's
ghost.”

“And Eliza must have told her
that story, Geoffrey. We often
talked of the ghost. Oh, what a
wicked woman.”

“But 1 wonder why Mrs. Craik,
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being poor, did not try to get the
jewels for herself. She would hard-
ly wait twenty years before doing
50.”

It was Helen who said this, and
I who replied.

“Well, I expect Mrs, Craik was
either afraid, or did not learn from
her husband behind which picture
the jewels were hidden. I expect
her reason was the last; for Jane,
as I told you, went up and down
the wall fingering the frames in or-
der to find the right one. That was
why she appeared so often in the
gallery. Ilad she known the true
hiding place one appearance and
visit would have done. 1 see now
that she feigned fear to me in order
to ward off suspicion. IFrom her
looks I never thought she would
be so clever.”

“Ah, my dear,” said Mrs. Brag,
“she married a scamp and 1 dare
say, alter hearing the story from
‘Liza' he put her up to the trick.”

“She brought the dress with her,
I suppose?”

“She must have; and it was to
carry on her wicked pranks that
she made such a point of having a
separate room."”

“T wonder how she knew of the
secret passage,” said Brag.

“Liza again,” cried his wile,
“She was years here before I came,
and so was Craik. I daresay they
found the secret passage together
and made use of it when they stole
the jewels. And now I come to
think of it, my dears, it was an

actor Jane Riordan married. Oh,
I'm well quit of her, I am.”
“Yes, thank goodness, she’s

gone,” said Brag. “We don’t want
no row about the thing. We've
got the jewels, and Ielen shall
wear them on her wedding day.”
“And what’s more, we've got rid
of the ghost,” said I, smiling. “I

don't think you can ever believe in
ghosts again after this, eh, Mrs,
Brag?”

. “No, Geoffrey, I can’t. 1 dare-
say the ghost of Lady Marian that
I saw myself was either Craik or
his wife dressed up. No, I'll never
believe in ghosts again.” Nor did
she.

So this was our Christmas ghost,
which was no ghost. But true or
false, it was a very seasonable ap-
parition; and brought to Helen
the Christmas giit of her mother’s
jewels. She wore them at her
wedding with me shortly after-
wards; for next Christmas there
was no Miss Alliston, but a pretty
Mrs. Beauchamp. Nor was there
any ghost. Lady Marian in the
person of Jane Riordan, had ful-
filled her mission, and we never
saw her again.—TIergus Kume in
the Cleveland Plain Dealer,
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LATEST NEWS.

Paris, France.—Stamp collectors
are rejoicing in the prospect of ob-
taining next spring an extremely
rare specimen of the new French
postage stamps to be put into cir-
culation about the time of the
opening of the exposition. This is
the 50 centimes stamp, designed by
Luc-Qlivier Mersontobe placed on
the local blue telegraph blank. The
blank with this new stamp will
hardly be put into circulation be-
fore it will disappear, as M. Mou-
geot is to diminish the price of this
telegraphic message from 50 to 30
centimes and this lowering of the
tariff will go into effect only a few
days after the appearance of the
Merson stamps, of which but a re-
stricted number will be engraved
on the telegraph blanks. From the
day when the 30 centimes tariff
goes into effect the telegraph
blanks will hear the 30 centimes
stamp designed by Mouchon. Con-
sequently, the Merson stamp will
at once hecome extremely rare and
the stamp collectors are corres-
pondinglv happy.

Chicago, T11.—It is reported from
Washington that the post office of-
ficials are considering a plan to
print the names of cities on postage
stamps. Under the plan all stamps
sold here would include as a part.of
their design the word “Chicago.”
It is argued that this method would
give an additional index to the
mailing point of the letter and an
individuality to the stamps, like
those of the “Columbian’ stamps

printed for the World's Fair.

In speaking of the proposed post-
age stamp books last night- Post-
master Gordon said :

“The Postal department has been
considering a plan to provide post-
age stamps in a more convenient
form for handling than in the pres-
ent sheets. The idea of a small
book for the pocket, containing
stamps of different denominations
and sizes, is along the line of such
improvement, I cannot say whether
or not it would be the aim of the
department to sell the books at the
cash value of the stamps. The use
of the covers for publishing infor-
mation about postal matters I have
no doubt would make the hooks
popular. Mr., Madden, who came
into the position of Third Assistant
Postmaster General in July, and
who is assisting in this plan, has
brought many good ideas with him.
I consider this plan a good one.”

Paris, IFrance.—The complete set
of the current French stamps for
lc to 5 fr. has been surcharged
“Port Said"” for use in the French
postoffice at that place.

New York,—Turkey's forthcom-
ing issue of stamps will be unusual-
ly large, embracing 29 values.
There will be two series, one for in-
ternal use and the other for inter-
national purposes. Their values will
he surcharged for printed matter,
and there will be three unpaid
stamps, 20 paras, 1 and 2 piastres.
The design is said to be the most
artistic yet employed by the Otto-
man government,
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CARRIERS WILL SELL STAMPS,

Wilmington, Del.—Postmaster
Browne has issued an order for let-
ter-carriers on outlying districts to
sell stamps.
tion of the city the carriers will not
have time to make sales. Carriers
who sell stamps will not be ex-
pected to carry small change and
persons who desire to purchase
stamps [rom them will be expected
to have the exact amount needed to
pay for the stamps purchased.

Richmond, Va.—Mecssrs. Aug.
Deitz and Franklin Stearns yester-
day sold to a man in Europe a Con-
fedcrate 5-cent postage stamp for
$600 cash. The sale was effected
through a New Jersey broker. The
purchaser is believed here to be a
French millionaire. The stamp was
issued in 1861 by a Confederate
postmaster of FFranklin, N. C. Mr.
Stearns bought the stamp some
months ago for §25, making $575
on the deal.

Pittshurg, Pa.—An Inglish au-
thority says that all the Cape of
Good Hope stamps found in the
postoffices of colonial towns occu-
pied by the Boers have been sur-
charged “S. A, R.” (South African
Republic) for postal use.

Pittsburg, Pa—C. P. Krauth
has left his entire library of phila-
telic works to the Carnegie library
of this city. The collection is ex-
ceedingly large and of great value,
consisting o fmost of the standard
works in English and German
literature. and the cream of the
philatelic publications of recent
years.

Mr. Krauth's stamps, it is under-
stood, were left in trust to a Boston

In the business por--

dealer, with the provision that they
should be sold whenever the mar-
ket is in such condition as to insure
fair prices.

London, Eng.—Poor counter-
feits of the 3c black of Liberia, 1881,
are afloat. They are on extra thick

paper.

London, Eng.—The Belgian
franc stamp with Sunday label, is
to be discontinued. In its place a
new stamp will be printed from the

1893 plate in green.
ALL AROUND THE COMPASS.
(Amy L. Swift.)

Before veering around to another
point let me add a sort of sequcl to
the final paragraph of the last series
of my remarks, the paragraph
wherein T mentioned Mr. Wylie's
chronicle of the Uruguay “Pro-
visorio,” with an extra “Official”
surcharge. Since writing it I have
become aware that all three values
of that issue (a commemorative set
issued in 1896, you know) have
heen turned loose upon a suffering
philatelic public with that double
surcharge. Number one, “Provis-
orio, 1897," is in red: number two,
“Official” is in black. Truly for
“ways that are dark and deeds that
are vain” the South American folks
are almost as famous as the heathen
Chinee himself. Tt is as hard to
keep track of South American
postal doings as of U. S new is-
sues, and in these days that is say-
ing a cood deal.

% % &

The 1894 surcharge of Panama,
Ic on 2c¢ rose, (catalogue No. 17a)
is not a particularly rare stamp.
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either in its proper form or in min-
or varieties thereof, neither is it as
eminently respectable in philatelic
eyes as it might be. There are
numerous little differences to be
found in the surcharges, most of
them: having been duly described,
but I have just found one on an ex-
change sheet which 1 have as yet
seen no mention of. In this copy
the period after “HABILITADO"
is a distinct dash, and more than
that it is placed considerahbly above
the place that it should occupy as
a period, in almost exactly the posi-
tion it would be entitled to hold il
it were a genuine dash. In fact, I
am not thoroughly decided but
that it is a new surcharge entirely,
to celebrate the passing of the old,
or the coming of the new century,
you know! There is another small
item about it that perhaps ought to
be noted viz., that the figure 4 of
the date sur chargt 18 broken so that
except for the small remainder of
the horizontal line it would pass for
al, “1891” instead of "1894."
o %

The sheet which held the above
specimen came irom India. 1 am
used to receiving foreign exchange
lots, registered and unregistered,
but this one has opencd a new ex-
pericnce to me.  Never before have
1 had to sign anything to be re-
turned to the sender. (I am refer-
ring solely to foreign registered let-
ters, you understand), but this time
there came with the lelter a big
square printed sheet of paperfolded
several times and tucked under the
thread that tied the envelope. It is
printed in French and [English in
parallel lines in case the receiver
cannot read both languages, and it
announces that it must he signed
by mivself and by the postmaster of

my home office, must be duly filled
out here and there with date of re-
ception, explanation of contents,
and stamp of delivering office, and
must then be returned under cover,
registered, to the office from which
it came. My postmaster thinks my
foreign mail is a nuisance (probab-
ly!) and if all of it entailed as much
bother as this particular piece 1
wotld be of much the same mind.
ok

If Mr. Holmes, the Canadian
correspondent for the “Tribune,”
will pardon a mild criticism I would
like to suggest that he make sureof
the truth of his news items before
putting them into print. His an-
nouncement in the issue of January
24th that “Miss Swilt is now review
editor” of the lubilee Philatelist is
entirely without foundation, that is,
unless there is another of that name
besides mysclf dabbling in phila-
tely, and I certainly have not heard
of any other. If 1 am the maiden
referred to T must rise to remark
that I am not review cditor of the
J. P., and have not even been in-
vited to become so, that is, not
since I declined to accept the invi-
tation extended to me several
months ago. Do vou wonder that
I think Mr. Holmes' news should
be more carefully winnowed with
regard to separating wheat and
chaff?

¥ %

Have you seen the new Mexico
stamps? How pretty they are, de-
cidedly the best things Mexico has
sent out this long time. What a
trial Mexican issues are They are
a good sized collection just in
themselves, especially so if one
goes in for all the varicties of paper,
perforation and shade. Scott lists
636 varieties, exclusive of envel-
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-

opes and cards, while Gibbons lists
810. If cards, wrappers, envelopes,
locals and revenues were added to
the number the total sum of stamps
awaiting those who tried to “com-
plete Mexico” would doubtless be
enough to discourage any aspirant
for such fame, Personally, I feel a
sort of mental faintness every time
my album opens at the Mexican
pages, for where there is so much
to be obtained it seems not worth
the while to try for any, for this
reason Mexico and 1 are not on
very sociable terms, and doubtless
many another collector is of a simi-
lar mind.

X K K
Among the speculatively worth-
less—or worthless speculative—

issues which saw the light last year
is one which has not received much
notice from collectors; so little has
it been discussed that there are
probably a good many who are un-
aware of its existence, but it is no
matter, for the set is not deserving
of recognition. It consists of three
stamps, one postage and two tele-
graph, issued by the "Revolution-
ary Government” of the Philippine
Islands. They were never good for
anything except as Aguinaldo and
his admirers chose to use them be-
tween themselves, so they have no
real right in any catalogues or al-
bums, still as a sort of souvenir of
the war episode they are collectible,
but as souvenirs only, not as post-
age or telegraph stamps. The de-
sign roughly described, is a triangle
with a star in each angle for the
central figure, within this is a sun
with rays, and just beneath the
value, two cents, in the postage and
one telegraph, the other having no
value. CORREOS or TELE-
GRATOS, as the case may be, is

above, and FILIPINAS below,
Each stamp has three letter Ks
somewhere on it, but I cannot say
what they stand for.

WORTH REPEATING.

A novelty in the British colonial
class will be the postal issuc prom-
ised for British New Guinea, which
dependency now uses the stamps of
Queensland.

In September last the govern-
ment of Chile, as a means of rais-
ing the wind, sold at the office of
the director of the treasury, in San-
tiago, all the unpaid letter and tele-
graph stamps on hand; 4,874,016
stamps were disposed of, and they

brought $16,175, or about one-
third of a cent apiece. Chile has
decided to abandon permanently

the use of unpaid letter stamps.

The Salvador stamps, with sur-
charge “1889,” originated in the
situation arising from the destruc-
tion of the national palaces by fire
in that ycar. The postoffice was de-
stroyed, but some smoked stamps
were found in the ruins, and to pre-
vent the use of these the govern-
ment caused all stamps remaining
on hand to be surcharged as indi-
cated.

The kingdom of Wurtemberg
has abandoned its separate postal
system, and will use henceforward
the stamps of the German empire.

The postal service in Uganda,
Central Africa, was initiated by
missionaries, the stamps being
printed by means of a typewriter,
and the value heing expressed in
cowries (100 cowries equal one ru-
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pee, or about 28 cents). This value
was paid to the native runners who
carried the letters through the bush
to British East Africa, the usual
method being to place the letters in
a cleft stick. The number of such
stamps is small, and it is doubtful if

any one possesses a full set of
them.
The London Philatelic society

has organized what is known as the
“Philatelists’ War Relief Fund.”
Contributions of stamps and other
articles connected with philately
are solicited, and those secured will
be sold at auction and the proceeds
divided between the Mansion
House Fund and the “Daily Tele-
graph” Fund.

Captain Tilley, U. S. N., who is
now at Auckland with the Abaran-
da, has been ordered to Tutuila, in
the Samoan islands, where he is to
assume control as governor under
the authority of the United States
Unlike Captain Leary, the gover-
nor of Gzuam, Captain Tilley takes
no stamps with him, but it is to be
expected that surcharges for use in
our Samoan colony will soon b
forthcoming.

One of the most curious dressos
ever madce was probahly that waorn
by a woman at a ball at Daltimore,
it being entirely covered with pist-
age stamps. The stamps, 30,000 in
number, were pasted on a thin
foundation and represented  the
postage stamps of cevery civilized
country,

Did you ever spoil a stamped en-
velope in attempting to write an
address on it?  Tf so. vou should

1
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know that stamped envelopes,
which are only spoiled by mistakes
committed in subscribing, will be
redeemed by the postoffice depart-
ment at their face value.

Mrs. Hetty Green, the richest
woman in the United States, is a
stamp collector, and owns two
copies of the rare Brattleboro on
the original cover. These, she
says, cost her nothing, having been
found in her father's correspond-
ence.

To show that the WEEKLY
Stavp REviEW has made a hit, a
subscriber from Pittsburg, Pa., has
sent us the following clipping taken
from last Sunday’s (Jan. 28) “Pitts-
burg Leader”:

The “Stamp Tribune” comes to
ns from Cleveland O, Tt is a week-
v publication, neatly printed and
carcinllv edited. and contains all
the current philatelic news and a
serial story,
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I 2 Db ] 2%
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EDITORIALS.

The “Daltimore Herald” of Jan.
28, 1900, contains a splendid article
on valuable stamp collections, con-
sisting of almost two large columns
and illustrated by eight cuts of
scarce stamps,

In speaking of the late Hunter
Auction Sale, the article says:
* Taken as a whole, the sale was a
disappointment, @s it was expected
much more than $27,000 would be
realized. As it represented, how-
ever, the profits of an investment of

only $8,000, the collector was well
satisfied.” :

The writer then mentions a few
of the best collections owned by
Baltimore collectors with com-
ments on each. The collections of
the late Geo. E. Boynton, Gen.
Thos. J. Shryock, Dr. Wm. J. Gas-
coyne, Bruce W. Jenkins and J. A.
Ulman, are noted and briefly de-

scribed. Gen. T. J. Shryock is
credited with a collection of over
20,000, and Dr. Wm. J. Gascoyne
with nearly 13,000.

On the whole the article is well
handled and ought to do lots oi

~good to our hobby in Baltimore

and vicinity.

The publishers regret exceeding-
ly to be forced to discontinue the
printing of the WHgEKLY in two
colors. Our friends and readers
have no doubt noticed that each
one of our former issues were from
twelve to thirty-six hours late. The
rcason of this was the delay oc-
casioned by the extra press work
in making the second impression
(in red). Of course we could go to
press a day later, but by doing so
we would deprive our readers of so
much of the latest news, and this
we would not do. Therefore, hut
one course was open to us, and this
was to discontinue the use of a bi-
colored cover. In future the
WEEKLY will be out promptly on
cach Wednesday noon.

Another lengthy article was sent
us by a friend in Wichita, Kans. It
appeared in one of the local papers,
and consists of a masterly review of
the stamps of the Confederate
States, especially of the collection
owned by our genial sceretary of
the A. P. A., Mr. Hiram . Deats,
of Flemington, N. [. Other valu-
able collections are also mentioned,
including the one owned by H. J.
Duveen, which is valued at $400,-
000.

Meekel's “Weekly Stamp News”
has purchased the subscription list,
zood will, etc., of the “Post Office.”
Quite a boost for Meekel's.
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South African Postal History.

The effect of the war in South
Africa upon the stamp trade is
visible in the greatly increased de-
mand for stamps of all the South
African countries, the belief being
current that sweeping political
changes are imminent not only in
the Transvaal and the Orange Free
State, but also in all the adjoining
British colonies. Thirteen terri-
tories, now possessing distinctive
postal issues are included in South
Africa proper, that is to say in the
stretch of country extending from
the tenth parallel of south latitude
to the Cape of Good Hope. Of
these the most 1mportant from a
philatelic point of view, is Cape
Colony, which has had stamps of
its own since 1853. From that ycar
until 1861, the stamps used were
triangular in form. The first 1861
issue, the rough workmanship on
which leads to its description as the
“wood block” is scarcest,the cheap-
est stamp of that period being the
4d. blue, which is listed at $12, The
subscquent issues up to the piesent
time, with very few exceptions, are
all of the same design, showing an
allegorical female figure with an
anchor and a Cape sheep. Con-
siderable surcharging was done
from 1868 10 1892. Griqualand for
many years used the Cape stamps
with the surcharge “G" and as the
printers dipped into all kinds of
“G” hoxes and alternately used red
and black ink. the varicties are
numerous. Natal begun business
in 1857 with embossed stamps of
crude design, all which command
very high prices. 1In 1860 a new
and beautiful design, bearing the
familiar juvenile portrait of Queen
Victoria was emploved. From 1869
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to 1876 there was wholesale sur-
charging, the word "'Postage’” be-
ing overprinted on the stamps in
numerous varieties of type and
position. Since then several differ-
ent types of the queen's head
stamps have heen issued and sur-
charging has been continuous.
British Bechuanaland in 1886 used
surcharged Cape stamps, and in the
following year adopted a distinct
type. In 1892 the current English
stamps were surcharged for use in
that colony, and later certain of the
Cape stamps were used with the
customary overprint. The I} ritlsh
protectorate began in 1888, by is-
suing the current Iinglish 3d slamp
with surcharge, and in subsequent
years fell back upon the stamps of
the Cape and of Bechuanaland.
British South Alrica, now known
as Rhodesia, was provided in 1891
with a set of stamps running in face
value up to £10, the design
being the coat of arms of the Brit-
ish South Africa Co. In 1891, ow-
ing to disturbances, the stock of
stamps at Duluwayo ran out  and
the famous DBuluwayo provisionals
were issued.  These are Cape
stamps, surcharged “British South
Africa.” Zululand used from 1888
to 1896 surcharged stamps of
Great Dritain and Natal.

The Dutch republics are respon-
sible for issues of stamps in great
nunmibers and varicty. The Trans-
vaal made a beginning in postal af-
fairs in 1870, when stamps printed
in Holland and hearine the arms of
the Doer republic were introduced
The design  remained unchanged
until 1878, except that during the
British occupancy the surcharge
"\, R was emploved. A set of
queen’s head sl‘\mpq was issued in
1878. Tn 1883 the Roers reverted
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to the arms design and this is still
in service. A wagon such as the
Boer farmers use appears in the en-
graving. By sotne misunderstand-
ing the European engravers, in
making new dies in 1894, depicted
the wagon with twa shafts instead
of a pole, and as a consequence the
'94 issue was promptly supzrseded
by a new one of correct design, The
Orange Iree State issued its first
set, consisting of only three values,
in 1868. The need of new values
led to surcharging which for many
years was carried on to an absurd
extent. Many of the odd sur-
charges are said to have heen made
specially for the benefit of thrifty
officials who found speculation in
stamps profitable. New Republic
and Stellaland are represented by
distinctive issues of stamps, but
these for the most part are of un-
certain origin and doubtful legality.

Portugal issues stamps for An-
gola, Mozambique, Nyassa and
Lourenzo Marquez. The earlier is-
sties of the two former colonies are
of the crown type—that is to say.
thev bear a picture of a crown in
the center of each stamp. The later
issues are all of the conventional
Portugese type, with portrait of the
king, The only remaining territory
is German Southwest Africa where
the current stamps of Germany
with overprint have been used for
two years past. This territory, of
course, will not be affected hy the
results of the war—“Pittshurg
Teader.”

Since 1894 the 1, 2, 3 and 4
centimes unpaid letter stamps of
France have not been used at all.
Thev were suppressed in that vear.
Nevertheless, the supply is beauti-
fullv abundant.
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STORY OF A STAMP.

Worth a Quarter, then $1,500, then
Went up in Smoke.

In the year 1851 a twelve-penny
black Canadian postage stamp was
printed by the Government at Otta-
wa. The public did not regard this
somber issue with favor, and few
were issued. One of these stamps
was sent to the IHamilton postoffice
where it was sold to an old man,
who said it was a shame to print
the queen’s picture on a stamp that
might be handled by profane hands.
Tenderly the man put it on a par-
cel, sending it to a friend in the
United States. Here, in the waste
basket, it lay for many a day, till
an crrand boy found it and quickly
transferred it to his album. De-
spairing of getting a good collec-
tion, and his_fever somewhat abat-
ing, he sold them to a dealer.

The new dealer, on looking at
the catalogue, found that what he
had paid $5 for was worth $25.

Accidentally this stamp was
slipped into a twenty-five cent
packet and sent to a dealer residing
in Hamilton. When the latter
opened the packet he was aston-
ished to find such a valuable stamp,
and, being honest, wrote his friend
to inform him of what had hap-
pened, offering him $1,200 for it.
The offer was accepted, and the
stamp again changed hands.

By this time the stamp had in-
creased in value, and not a few
came from a distance to look at the
treasure.

One day an English nobleman,
who, through a Canadian f[riend,
had heard of the stamp, offered $1.-
500, which offer was accepted. The
Fnglish Lord, falling in love with
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an American heiress, and wishing
to gain the favor of her brother,
presented him with the stamp as a
token of esteem. Here in its new
and luxurious homie, it came to a
sad end, for one day the maid, by
mistake, swept the stamp, which
had accidentally fallen out of the
album, into the fire.

In an instant the stamp, which
thousands had heard of and longed
for, went up in smoke to the broad,
blue sky, leaving not a trace be-
hind.

LESSONS IN STAMPS.

The child who possesses the
beawtiful set of Columbian stamps
will learn from their designs much
of the career of Columbus. If he
has acquired the curious stamps of
New South Wales, he will not fail
to admire the map of the continent
that adorns it: if he forget which
country is inhabited by the kan-
garoo, his Australian stamps will
dulv inform him, and should he de-
sire to know where his cod liver oil
comes from, the Newfoundland
stamps will teach him.

Stamps are instructive at all
points.  For instance any child
knows from them that Salvador is
volcanic, that Egypt has pyramids,
that Holland has a litte queen and
Spain a still more infantine king,

Ah, il stamps and printing had
not been such very recent inven-
tions, how much more would not
history have to tell us! Think of
having the portraits and accessories
of all the Emperors of Rome! Not
as worn designs on rusty coins, but
engraved on parchment by skillful
workmen and carefully preserved
in ancient archives. They would
tearh history indeed !

GORILLAS IN BATTLE.

The boys at the club had been
telling wartime and hunting stories,
and the talk had drifted around to
fights in general when Capt. Jack
Benton entered the smoking room.

“After the adjustment of our little
unpleasantness with the south,” re-
marked Capt. Jack, “I drifted back
into civil life, It seemed monoton-
ous, however, after the excitement
of campaigning, and, receiving an
offer to go to Africa and collect
animals for menageries, I jumped
at it. My work took me into the
interior of Upper Guinea, which
was then about as wild a country as
there was in the world.

“One morning I left camp to
make a circuit of some traps we had
set in the night, and, as I wasn't on
the lookout for big game, 1 took
only a light rifle with me.  Trudg-
ing through the woods, I came on a
little clearing, and there, not hity
feet away, I saw a big male gorilla.
[He was on all fours, half squatting
on the ground. :

“IHe seemed to be trying to look
as amiable as was possible for such
a monster, and a sccond glance
showed me the reason for this. At
the right of the clearing was a sec-
ond gorilla, smaller, but equally
icrocions-looking, a fit mate for
the first big brute. T had evidently
discovered a gorilla courtship

“The male gorilla, trying o at-
tract the attention of the female by
uncouth motions, was beginuing to
advance clumsily toward her, when
suddenly a dull ‘hoom, bhoom?
sounded from far away in the for-
est.

“Up to that instant the male gor-
illa, while savage-looking, had
given no sign of heing angry, hut
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now all was changed. His huge
jaws shut together with a snap,

“Then through the silence which
had fallen on the jungle when the
first sullen challenge was heard,
came a sharp bark, followed by a
deep humming sound. It was the
terrible battle-call of a full-grown
gorilla, the cry sent out when he is
about to fight to the death for a
mate. At the end ol each echoing
challenge the hairy giant beat with
his big hands on his chest while at
the other end of the clearing, wait-
ing to bestow her hand on the vic-
tor, sat the female gorilla whose
charms had inspired such jealous
rage. '

“Suddenly there was a little
flurry at the left end of the clearing,
and the challenger broke through
the bushes into plain sight. 1
could sce he was a veteran, with
scars of many battles on him. Both
gorillas were taller than the aver-
age man as they stood on their hind
feet for battle, but their enormous
breadth of chest and shoulders
made them look like squatting,
hairy giants.

“Neither of the big animals
wasted time in preliminaries; they
had worked themselves up into
such an insanity of rage that only
killing would satisiv. Ifach ad-
vanced on his hind legs until within
six feet of the other.

“Then the younger gorilla hegan
to hght, Stepping forward with
marvelous quickness for such an
ungainly animal, he struck a flail
like blow with his huge paws. Had
the blow gone home, not even the
big-boned frame of his antagonist
could have withstood it.  Dut the
old gorilla had heen in too many
death grapples to be caught so car-
Iv in the fight.
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“Lven as the big arm swuny
around he sprang forward, comina
in close so as to miss the full foree
of the swing. The next instant he
had swung his own arm around
the younger gorilla's neck, encirel
ing it with four feet of steel muscles
and holding the enemy’s head still
upright, so that he could not bring
the terrible teeth into play.

“Then the old gorilla opened his
heavy jaws, and, getting a firm
grip on the right shoulder of the
younger gorilla, held on like a bull-
dog, tearing his way through the
knotted muscle and sinews and
shoulder blade of his opponent. A1
the same time the left arm of
the old fighter wrapped itself about
the younger gorilla in a rib-break
ing grip.

“It was only for an instant, how
ever, that things looked so desper-
ate for the younger fighter. The
first gorilla's splendid fighting
ability and tremendous strength
showed themselves. Whirling up
his left arm, he fastened his long
fingers  about his antagonist’s
throat and tried to break his grip
and shove his head back. 1 could
see the muscles of his arm, should-
ers and back gather themselves in-
to hig knots and bunch up as if
they would break through the skin.
A last desperate effort and the big
head went back ; then the old fight-
er's right arm slowly and reluctant-
ly uncoiled from the other's neck.

“The younger gorilla had broken
the death grip. Both big fighters
were momentarily free and stepped
back to regain breath and repair in-
juries.

“Although wounded, it was the
younger gorilla that made the at-
tack. This time he did not waste
any efforts on blows with his huge
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paws. When they had approached
almost within striking distance the
younger of the fighters made a
rush.

“The older gorilla was taken by
surprise at this sudden rush and
change of tactics by his opponent,
But, though at-a disadvantage, he
was too old a fighter to be easily
dismayed.

“First he secured a grip on his
opponent’s throat, and, straining
every muscle, tried to tear himself
iree from the infuriated grasp of
the younger beast. He might as
casily have broken a steel cable as
the strangling hold of his enraged
opponent. Then the older fighter
relaxed his grip on the other’s
throat, and, placing hoth his big
human-like paws on the younger’s
face, tried to force his head back.

“If the old gorilla could force the
other’s head back he would be free
and might perhaps break his
enemy’s neck.  ach of the two
huge fighters seemed to know this,
and put forth all of their giant
strength.  The snarling  growls
which marked the beginning of the
ficht had died away. Each animal
was silent.

“IFor what was probably hali a
minute, but seemed an hour, the
two semi-human shapes stood there
putting forth every energy. At
last the younger gorilla made a su-
preme effort, twisted his head sud-
denly, and before his opponent
could dodge, had fastencd his teeth
in a death grip on the throat of the
veteran fighter.

“Up to this time the battle had
been fought in silence, but as the
old gorilla gave up the contest and
felt the teeth of his antagonist sink-
ing deeper and deeper into his
throat the pain was greater than he
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could beay. He broke into a wail-
ing cry that echoed through the
jungle, 1 lifted my rifle and then
lowered it, for I could not help the
old gorilla, and to meddle in that
fight with only my light rifle meant
my own death.

“The half human wail broke out
again, but while I was standing ir-
resolute it ceased. The great fight
was over, and the veteran of many
contests had met the fate he had
meted out to others.

“Then with a start it occurred to
me that I would suffer a similar fate
if T staved in that vicinity. But I
had no real cause for anxicty. The
cgorilla had other matters to think
of. The last glimpse I had of the
conqueror was as, with the glare of
battle still in his eves and covered
from head to foot with his own
bland and that of his c¢nemy, he
marched off in triumph toward her
for whom he had fought so desper-
ately and so well.”

IFrench postal emploves are to be
pitied. Omne paragraph of their
rules and reculations reads that all
emploves are positively prohibited
from reading the communications
om the back of a postal card on pain
of mstant dismissal. Another para-
araph threatens them with dismis-
sal if they forward postal cards
containing  profane or otherwise
objectionable language. What are
the poor clerks to do?

A COMPLETE EXHIBIT.

“Fliza, there is to he a model
American post office at the Paris
Exposition.”

“Well, Henry, you ought to go
along to show how the model
American husband forgets to mail
his wife's letters.”—Chicago Rec-
ord.
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SOME LIGHT ON PHILATELY.

These are the days of and this
is the season of the year for insti-
tutes of arts and sciences and in
those institutes are many mansions
called sections. The multiplicity of
sections is in proportion to the
multiplicity of the arts and sci-
ences, which are ever multiplying,

Within the last few weeks, re-
ports the New York Tribune, one
of the leading institutes of New
York City has been busy in its sec-
tion of philately with a most inter-
esting lecture. Philately is quite
different from telepathy, nor is it,
as many of the wvulgar think, a
mania; it is, on the authority of
this lecture, a science, Like poli-
tics, in the words of Count Smorl-
tork, it “surprises by himsell” a
study of great magnitude. It ap-
pears to be one of those studies to
which a man may devote a lifetime,
to the exclusion of all others—even
grammar—without even getting to

the bottom of it. In fact, the au-
" thor of this lecture in one passage
implies an uncertainty as to wheth-
er it has any bottom,

These statements, of course, ap-
ply only to advanced philately, of
which the simple collectors and
stickers in  of foreign postage
stamips have no more idea than a
newsboy has of military press cen-
sorship. “The study now for ad-
vanced collectors,” says a resume
of the above mentioned lecture,
“must be in the direction of shades,
varicties of paper, thickness, tex-
ture, methods of separation,” etc.
Who but philatelists and the secre-
tary of the treasury would suppose
that “at rare intervals something
that is startling” in the way of
“United States revenues” comes
up? For the nerves of the frail ad-
vanced philatelical student have
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been strung up to the pitch where
he will shy violently at the sight cf
a “part rouletted $3 1898 issue,”
At the same time, if he be sound in
his learning, he will not be startled
at every little thing—"creased
stamps,” for example, and “all sorts
of fantastic perforations.” As to
collecting the former, the lecturer
says, in a becoming spirit of loyal-
ty, “it is making much of the
wrinkled paper used by the gov-
ernment.””  As to the latter, draw-
ing upon the sister science of
ethics, he points out that “if they
became popular * * ¥ there
would be opportunities for no end
of fraud.”

GETTING INTO THE SUBJECT.

It would be futile for anyone not
a member of the section of philate-
ly in an institute of arts and sci-
ences to carry serious study of this
lecture further than its earlier para-
graphs. To the reader not versed
in philately the text becomes ob-
scure as he goes on. Such a one
cannot hope to appreciate intelli-
gently the import of the question,
“Why is the Alexander blue so
rare?” Even the lecturer seems
afraid to go very deeplv into this
problem. The passages about the
“B0c mortgage,” “‘the saw tooth,”
“the 25¢ power of Atty,” the
“blocks of four” and the “unused
0. g. pair” are terribly difficult,
though the kev of it all seems to be
a proper understanding of the
“vertical pair.” The unlearned
reader who is not wise enough to
skip most of this part may mistake
philately for a Sherlock Holmes af-
fair, when he reads “My theory
is that these were used by
those who used a great many
stamps, and the office boy was
detailed to do_ this cutting in
his unoccupied moments;” then
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again it glides once more into
some strange unpublished theory
of ethics, bitterly denouncing “un-
scrupulous persons”’ — perhaps
those same office boys with “un-
occupied moments'—who ‘“have
trimmed at the sides.” Now it will
look like an article on surgery or
gambling, and anon suggests a
highly condensed treatise on the
fourth dimensions of space. And
if the unadvanced reader has not
a care his perusal may end in homi-
cidal mania.

To be sure, there are points in
the lecture which the general stu-
dent may tolerably well compre-
hend. “A beginner even in
philately can tell a stamp by the
simple description,” as the lecturer
actually observes. Any schoolboy
with a brand new stamp album can
see that this lecturer rejects Mr.
Sterling’s theory of “surface col-
ored paper;” that he really does
not think very much of a recent
work published by the Boston
Philatelic society, although he
seems inclined to hedge on this,
and that, while he scorns to em-
phasize wrinkles in government
paper, his loyalty does not prevent
his openly blaming the federal au-
thorities for “giving us ¢leven dif-
ferent stamps for use in paying a
2-cent tax” as well as for not pun-
ishing one Dr, Kilmer,

OBJECT OF THE SCIENCE.

Of the immediate object of the
science in its advanced form the
lecturer only speaks in passing. “I
also think that one of the pleasures
of and incentives to collecting is
the prohability or at least possibil-
ity of completing one's collection
at some reasonable time in the fu-
ture.” The inference here must be
that one would, in such a case,
spend the rcnmnder of one's days
in bewildering one's grandchildren
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with one’s philatelic accumulations,
and at last die smiling at their in-
nocent inability to understand what
made their grandfather do this
thing. But even this satisfaction
might be denied one, if the genius
of philately should break out again
in the third generation. There is
also the still more remote proba-
bility that the abolition of internal
revenue, or an outbreak, of parsi-
mony in the treasury or some spe-
cial intervention of congress, or
some other inconceivable accident
might arrest the progress of many
cases of acute advanced philatelism
before the natural period of senile
decay.

MILES OF POSTAGE STAMPS.

C. F. Jenkins in the Scientific
American, says that during the
year of 1899 the United States bu-
reau of printing and engraving is-
sued 2,500,000,000 of the common
red 2-cent stamps, enough to go
almost twice around the carth.
Stacked one upon another, they
would pile up a hundred and hity
miles beyond our atmosphere,
equal in weight to two of our big
locomotives, and would make a
blanket to keep the frost off the
city of Washington. If these
stamps worked in relays, each tak-
ing the letter as far as allowed by
the postal regulations, the message
would he carried hevond the most
remote star, and at the fastest speed
at the disposal of the postal au-
thorities would occupy millions of
times the age of earth in transit.

There are 31,000 distinct varieties
of postage stamps.
‘humlrm :||:u-|| xl. Cnmel Tronper,

156 VAR, e e

sorted Foreign u-ml :uu! el |¢l|
FOREST STAMP CO,, New Dorchester, Mass,

wsed and unesed Hawali, ote | Il-c.
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POUND MIXTURE.

We have one of the finest mixture of
U. S. and Foreign Stamps ever put on the
market at pound rates, It contains a
large percentage of nicely cleaned and
soaked stamps, free from paper, etc. The
lot was bought from missionaries, and is
worth fnlly 50 cents per 100,

per pound.

THE STAMP STORE,
Garfield Building, Cleveland, 0.

U. 5. AND FOREIGN.

A FINE THING

for any one to sell to collectors having 2,000 varie-
ties or less,  Don’t miss it.
DESCRIPTION—There are npo envelopes,
postal cards, revenues, torn, creased or heavily
cancelled stamps in this lot. The Contincntals
found in all ordinary 500 var. puckets are replaced
by nver ) vars. of 5. Amerienn and Mexiean
stamps. 300 ALL DIFFRRE T, neatly hinged in ap-
proval books each conts vining 100 slainps.
Guarantieed Lo Catalogue over $10. My price $2.06.

An unused st of 1,2, 3 and 5e Philippines on U.
8. to the first thiee {llll‘lh!l“tl‘ Your money buck
if not satisfied. Iy motto is condition and my
approval books (which contain stumps, cat. al Se

Our Price, 75c.

or wore) will convinee you of the fact. Send re-
ference or deps sit.
WANTED- Lightly caneelled, well centered

copies of all U. 8. Coloninls in any quantity.
what you have with price.

WINFRED C. PHILLIPS,

Send

Glntonlmry. Conn.

65 Varieties 0ld Issue Revenues.

Last wintor we made up w 65 variety revenue
[f-acku for 100, This pucket wus made up entirely
or ud\erh\:ns purposes. nx we believed people
would continue to trade where they get more for
their money than they expected.  Soch proved the
case and the many inquiries for this packet has
decided us to offer it again. It contains 65 varie-
ties of the 186379 revenues,  Look in yoor cata-
logue and see what must be included in this packet
to mnke 65 varicties.

65 VARIETIES OLD ISSUE REVENUES, $1.00.

Wesend U. 2, and lorean Htamlm on approval ta
responsible pnrt es at 3l and S0 per cent, dis
count.  Write for our new 24-page list of stamnps,
muiled free on request.

BURTON & BURTON, Lake Geneva, Wis.
Cat at 1e to 10e, only

203 Stamps, TEN CENTS,

JOHN PELTZ, ARLINGTON,

MINN,
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# The Greatest Yetu
Uit $4. 25 G

No Fiseals, Telegruphs, Cut Postal
Cards, or Reprints.

DEALERS
Muple Leaves, per 100 used.

$5.75,

Condition gusranteed.

Canadu 100,

A. F. PUGH, wiNNIPEG, CANADA

KLOHDINE PACKET No.
Containg 1,000 different postage stamps. The guar-
anteed cutalogue value is 320,  There are 1o cut
postal cards, reprints, or nny other trash usually
found in variety puekets.  This packet is good for
hath collectors and s#mall dealers.  Price only
88,50, post. free.

KLONDIKE PACKET No. 2
Contaning 300 vnused stamps, ull differenf, price
only 515,75, post free.

KLONDIKE PACKET No. 3
Contains 25 all different U. 5. Telegruph stamps,
some very searce, only S4L00, post free. Adidress

L. H. REED, Box 47, Flagler, Ia.

ADVERTISEMENT.

Freel Genuine Coofed, Stamp to each appli-
cant seading reference (or our unexcelled sheets,
U. 8. and foreign, 5 per cent. commission.

CENTRAL STAMP C0., Wamego, Kas,

Iu STAMP Cat. about 30 cents, Only 10

cents, 2 vars, U. 8, 1800 eaps,
only 6 cents. JOHN PELTZ, J\rlingtm, Mln.

Big Attractions

TO PATRONIZE THE NEW STAMP FIRM.

Columb’an, le-10c........ 10¢
loc. .. 12¢
Omaha, lc-10c....... e
/{1 [ I 30c
i 7he
S o 11111 ) | PR o e
A0 S he
Bl mmdnxstaya 25¢
1873, 12¢c.. 20c
LR e R R 35¢
" 1800, Ic~‘Jl c complete H var-
ieties .

Justice, 12c, purple........-...
Post Office, 10'c, black.....
11 S AR
POE, I Snaaaa:

Postage extra on all orders under 50¢,

THE STAMP STORE,
Garfield Building, Cleveland, 0
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DEVOTED TO THE INTERESTS OF STAMP COLLECTORS.
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Vol il, Na. §. Cleveland, O.,

I"ebruary 14, 1900.

IP’rice, 3 Cenls.

Retail at Wholesale Prices.

Br./Bech 38, 39. 40, AEW. i wiibinasusvane  wmld
33. 34, 35. used ...... i 2
Rhodesia 26, 27, 28, 30, 31 1sed.. A0
3 53. 55. GO, used.. rii it st G
Niger Coast 8. 9, 15, uﬁcd..A ..... o0
Zululanid 1. 14. 135, used,. 10
17, S, 18045, $1.00, used i Sk
Orange Frec States, 1sh, WSCUsemriinsninns NG
t.un 1-1.1 Jubilee, 50¢, used...... e w18
18900 50c., used...ciieene 1. 210

Postage Extra on Orders Under 50c.
T. S. CLLARIX,
394 Alfred St., Kingston, Ont., Canada*

WEEKLY BARGAINS!

17, 2, Revs, 22,00 Pro,of Will... o= 5o, = i

Znd I=s. ; i 41
I fil. N

), 5T

i xi, T

Postage exten on arders nmiler =LK,

THE STAMP TRUST,

Dept. K. GLENVILLE, O.

BEARDSLEE'S MISCELLANIES.

CTECEEEFSFTTESSEC T TS S T T T oSS T TS ST T SR T EE ST T T T F‘R’

10 vae, unpand letter stawmpps.. s et 1 {1
A0 damaged “tanps (some :.mu g‘nm]u szabask NI
100 var. Trawsvanl, Techiml, Uireeve, eto.. 1
100 2e purple Canadn numernls.. i s L
10 mixed foreign, good Tor -hul\ ..... (]
1 mixed Canmda (7 var. ). 11
1 Pocket Albums to hold 100 slmup- sl N0
A diMerent Austrin.. 2
snreharged maple fenf Crng uI i s icarsitizal o 10
10 maps, (3 shades) 1
00 Perfect Hinges. ... 108 0
Unhot set, ansed. ool e ovar raemsiaenens T

R. P. BEARDSLEE, 33 Cutler St,, Cleveland, 0

N B—Send for apnroval hooks and ecircular of
Benrdslea's Stump Exohange.

JUST FOR FUN

vid 1o met your dime in my pocket and iy
novel zo-puge price list in yours, 1 offer all the
lollowing for

ONLY TEN CENTS!

100 var. Foreign, Turkey, Mexico, els.,
t *et Japan, 10 varieties.
1 Pocket Album,
250 Perfect Hinges,
20-page Price List.
ALL FOR ONE DIME, Post Paid, Offer Always Good,

WATCH THIS SPACE

Next week for first instalbnent of the cheap=
es: dime sets ever offered for sale In this
country.

W. W. MaclLaren,

25 Hovean Prace, - CLEVELAND,

Set New Cuban Dsrue, 1e to Mo, ., 230,
10e Spisiz. VIelIVERY. o« connimrimirmmmarmassissmmes =140
.80 1 K Sorcharge Lnverted, oo 180,

Surtcharged Cuban BEovelopes 2e tireen on

Ariber only 3000 Leeped, anl 2e White, th

Ahove lot =1.20. M. Drpder
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Refunded.

SEND US YOURR GUESS!

We have chosen o nomber lwtween one und one
thousand, the winnerofthe stime Lo peceive SIN in
COLIY HHARD CASTL. Toocase two or more gues=s<
the correct nuimbor, the price will by u‘lmll, ili-
vided, Shoold no one gness correetly, the one
nenrest will e considered the winner.  Only con-
dition of eontest Is that all guesses musl he
companied by 25 eents for a yonr's silbse rlj:1|u|| Iu
the PHILATELIC POST,. Every contestant is
antitled to FIVE guesses,  All guesses must be in
hy the Ist OF MAY, 1900, as contest closes on
thot date, |h|~ i a |i”\ \FIDE OFFER aml
your chanee is ns good as the next one's.  Let us

enr from you.

¥ or the henefit of those who have not =con the
SPOST wonld say it is nol of the two by foar
species, but is FINST-CLASSE IN EVERY RE-
SPECT. Among our regular contributors we men-
tion: Henev Ao Chapman, Dr. B AL Cottlow, Ay
L. Swift, 11, L. Colman, Willard O, Wylie, ete,

Adarese all eommunientions o the

NUNUNDAH STAMP & PUB. CO., Smethport, :;j
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Western Uuions, 1898 and 1899,

Both, 2ac, postpaid. Any 1890 Baronial Envelope
CAT. $5.00, and a packet of stamps for $r1.25.
tan you do better? Correspondence wanted
with Canadian collectors,

W. RAY BURROUGHS, 292 S, Main St. Brockpgst.N. Y.

GOOD STAMP AGENTS

Wanted to sell from our sheets and packets, at a0
pier cent. cow mission.

IRVING STAMP CO., Box 742, Chicago, Ill.

b2 e 5 A a T a % e =
BARGAINS.

S Cuban Stampse.

Catzloging 41 cents. 1 Pocket Album,
: My Price List For 12¢c. Post Free.
H. C. CROWELL,
uﬂﬁ Superior Streel, Cleveland, Dhio.
V999DV

10g i

Unly vne to each customer, and order must ecoh.
ain two envelopes addressed to amaleur enl-
tectors.

1. 8, tev (new) e to 8LO0, Set of 12 .....eees e
“Roman Stutes, Set of M. S, e
PPeru, 1898 complete, Set of S....... e B
Costa Ricn, 1889, 1 to dle, Set of 6....

Varieties of
Postage Stamps
Postage 2c,

« Be

Bavaria Return Letter, Set of fi...... .. 2
No. Bortieo, "87-'92, 1¢ Lo 10¢, Set of 9 ...]18¢
100 Approval Sheets, finest innde. .. . e
100 Ouaker Hinges, 8o, S e inensene el

QUAKER STATP CO., Toledo, O.
EXCHANGE YOUR DUPLICATES {5, *“i®

use in your collection, Send 2c, stamp for par-
ticulars. C. E, CooLEY, I'eekskill, N. P.

Cheap but Good!

50 Vars. Stamps - - 3¢
Toer ' L - - - 1oe
200 i ol - - - ue
300 b2 i - - fGue
Fuo 95 - a2 iy s

oo ' . . o = 5§25
Above packels contain only genuine

stamps, well cleaned, and selected copies.

Postage extra on orders under $1.00.

The Stamp Trust

Dept. K., GLENVILLE, O.

We solicit correspondence with all
buvers of stamps to whom we send on
approval the finest selection on the
market at Low Prices. We are always
ready to buy good stamps, no trash
wanted. This week we offer fine copy

90c U. S. 1869 for only $12.50

BOSTON STAMP CO.,
43 NMILK STREET, Boston, lMass.
J. FAVILL CAPRON, Mgr.

100 all different Postage Stamps, a neat little album, an
assortment of Omega and Perfect hinges, and

SIX MONTHS' TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION TO
THE

WEEKLY STAMP TRIBUNE

ALL FOR

Only Twenty-five cents.

Five of the above lots to different addresses for $1.00.

tiet four of Your Friends to take advantage of this offer and get yours FREE.
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SNATCHINGS. compelled to wait until the second

lot arrives at Guam, as Capt. Leary

(By M. A. Bill.) savs he will fill no orders from the

1 lot first received, hut collectors ana

The latest scheme seems to be dealers must wait for the second
“Stamp Exchanges.” They are all, lot. Up to December oth the sce-

carried ont on the
same plan as Mekeels' and you are
cordially to send yvour
hook of stamps and receive your

more or less,
imvited
preliminary creclit.

has an
which

An advertiser in Mekeels’
angora cat, valued at $109,
he wishes to exchange for stamps.
Come! Now's your
chance. If vou want to have yvour
sweetheart's smiles—well—get the
cal.

young men.

Uniortunately,
i regard to our philatelic journals
m this column, if | attempt 1o, the
cditor seems to think | am writing
and “euts it out.” but 1o
I wanted o re-
“1hilatelic Advocate”
It has sixtv-four
The reading is of
the advertisements plenti-

I cannot say much

qOTeVIeW
come down to it
mark
for

the
January.
pages and over,
the hest:

ful and the cuts of our friends
pleasant to hehold. In fact, a neat
procduction.

Those who sent money to Capt.
Leary for the Guam stamps will he

ond lot had not arrived.

The following is the diary of a
fatherly man, who encouraged his
twelve-vear-old son in evervthing,
to his sorrow :

Sept. Little
talk about stamps.

Sept. 0. Little \Willie buys
cheap album and some stamps from
the

2

= Willie

hegins o
i
neichbors” bhovs and starts col-
lectimg,

et

| eave

3. Willic's twelith hirthday.,
him a large album and 1.coo
stamps | bought down town. Willie
very happy.

C)et.

ure:t

Willie
|

cents to advertise in the stamp pa-

5. starts out as @

dealer. gave him  sixty
pers with.
(et

stamp

26. Willie starts writing for
papers.
abont anvthing concerning stamps.

Nov. 1. Willie starts
paper of his own called the
Felt-\Want 'hilatelist.”
I

[Fairly crazy now

a stamp
“longe-
Savs he will
“oreat” m oa lile while,
Nov, 15, Willie
irom me to pay the printer for his
“number one.”

Dec. 1.

horrows S3.00

Willic's paper “busted.”
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“Financial embarrassment.” [ pay
Willie's bills of $6.05.

Dec. 25. Willie gives his stamps
1o some other little boy who is in-
terested. His father will probably
pay his bills.

Dee. 30.  Received
my brother  John, who
Coldwater, in which he says that
“his Tommy™ published one num-
her of a stamp paper and it cost
him (hrother John) $21.20 to get

“square.”

letter fromi
lives 1n

ERRORS

( By Jolin IPeltz.)

The 1800 3 kr, rose of Austria
has been found with the figures of
value in corners omitted 3 no price
is put on them and they are very
rare. | would advise collectors who
have a quantity of common conti-
nental stamps on hand to  search
them thoronghly in case they find
any of the above.

\ recent number of a leading
philatelic publication speaks about
the 18gn LS. 4e stamp being
found in the color of the 5¢ stamp
hrown : the change being done with
the aid of chemicals. No doubt the
person who  started it was some
clever raseal who thus saw a chance
of making lots of money with little
expense. but “the  golden bubble
hurst,”

The vermilion
stamp of Canada, of the 1860 issue,

1OC envelope

is only an ecrror, being printed in
the color of the s¢ stamp. This is
one of the rarest stamps known.
The only known copy of this stamp
in existence is in the possession of
a philatelist in Canada.

The 1880 3¢ vellow of Venezuela
was accidentally printed with the
design of the stamp on both sides.
A firm of stamp dealers in England
a few vears ago came into posses-
sion of one of these stamps, and
offered it for the enormous sum of
S5.100. Rather a high price for an
error! If they got it it is the high-
est price ever paid for a single post-
age stamip. Errors of the above na-
ture seem to happen quite frequent-
Iv: even we have them, for our
1808 e revenue (Prop.) was found
in this condition.

A noted  philatelic author  in-
forms us that the catalogued crrors
of the stamps of Marma were not
allowed to be used postally: they
were mierely sold  as  remainders
after the issues were obsolete,

NOTES FROM THE ENPIRE
STATE.

( I3y Leon V. Cass.)

1. Co Rice of Hornellsville, N.
Y., scems to have been trying, with
some  success, to o gam s stamps
without paving the long-suffering
dealer for them.

I lost nearly a dollar’s worth and
at least one other dealer has been
cheated by the same party.
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My last letter directed to him
was returned uncalled for. There-
fore it would be a good idea to look
out for him in some new locality.

The Buffalo fair stamp seems to
be a sure thing, There 1s no use
crying over what can’t be helped, so
collectors will have to put up with
these labels with the best grace pos-
sible.

There are hundreds of collectors
who are now enthusiastic collectors
of forceign revenues where there
was not one collector ten years ago.

As vet revenue collecting has not
become popular ¢nough to warrant
the issnance of special catalogues
and albums, but if the speculative
issue keeps coming it is my opinion
that many collectors will  become
disgusted with collecting  postage
labels and turn to révenue stamps.

Many new papers and  socicties
are heing heard from,

Don’t do 1t brothers,

Help our old established papers
and  societies, instead of starting
new ones,

Our new revenues are at  last
coming perforated. The high value
Documentary issues perforated will
doubtless be next to impossible to
abtain in fine condition used.

There are a great many old U,
S. postage and revenue  stamps
which are selling lower today than
they ever will again. There are

many reasons for this which it
would take up to much space to
enumerate.  If you buy now vou
wi!ll be able to say I told vou so”
to vour collecting friends who pro-
crastinate.

You don’t want to buy poor spec-
mens, however, as vou will hnd
that each year the condition of a
stamip will be more looked to; buy
of the up-to-date class of collectors
who are termed “condition
cranks”™ by the old class of collec-
Lors.

oW

The collecting of minor varicties
1s not as much m favor at present
as formerly. The increasing crop
of new issues has a great deal to do
with this.

Which is the most desirable, new
issues of the speculative order, or
minor varieties? To my mind, the
minor varicty is the lesser evil,
What is your opinion?

The collector who colleets old-
time imperforate stamps in unsey-
ered pairs, blocks or strips is wise.

Gio thou and do likewise, [f cver
vou sell vour colleetion you will
reap a golden reward.

WORTH REPEATING.

Nn other sovercign in the world
has what the emperor of Germany,
Kaiser \Wilhelm, has. This is a lit-
tle postoffice all for his own use.
There is a special staff of officers
detailed 1o look after, sort aml «is-
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tribute the hundreds of letters that
come for the emperor every day.

According to a London journal,
the number of postage stamps now
current in the world 1s 13,8171.
England has 131, her colonies
3.843. The United States has only
268 different kinds, whilst the little
republic of Salvador finds a use for
as many as 272. The first year pos-
tal cards were used in the United
Kingdom 735,000 cards were posted,
and  the number has inereased so
rapidly that at the present time over
382,000,000 arc sold annually,

Heretofore the use of the colors
prescribed  for certain values of
stamps by the International Postal
union  has been optional, but it is
now made compulsory, the oper-
ation of the agreement to that cf-
ect dating from January 1, 1900,

Comgressman J. C. Necdham, of
California, began to collect postage
stamps when he was a small boy,
and has never given up his collec-
tion. which is now one of the hest
i the United States.

The remainders of the 1, 2, 3 and
s-cent Cabot stamps have been de-
stroyed, these being the only values
of the set that conflict with the cur-
rent issue,

OUR HINGES.

i’

(v William Medbery Verbeck.)

A\ subjeet which should be of
areat umportance to all collectors, is
that of hinges.

We purchase our stamps and in
order to preserve them properly in

our albums, we should use good
hinges. Hinges that when once ap-
plied to the stamp and album will
stick and not give way at every
turn of the leaves. Of course, there
are some collectors, but generally
the more advanced ones and for
whom this article is not intended,
who do not use hinges, but have the
albums where the stamp is slipped
in grooves, an album made up on
the style of Wolsieffer's approval
cards.

A great many dealers have their
own hinges, which they all adver-
tise as “‘the best” and the only way
for a collector to decide which is
the best in his own opinion is to
give all a trial.

The proper hinge to use is an
onion skin hinge, one that will stick
to the stamp when applied and one
that will peel easily, when you de-
sirc to remove the stamp. If vou
can sccure a hinge which will an-
swer these two requirements, vou
will be saved many annoying de-
lays and have fewer torn stamps in
your collection and among vour
duplicates. It is owing to these
hinges  which “stick™ but do not
“peel” that so many torn stamps re-
sult.

Now as this article is purely a
persomal opinion given after a fair
trial of all the leading hinges, | do
not hesitate to say that the hest
hinge is the “Omega,” manufac-
tured by R. M. Gay & Co. of Dircok-
lyn. N. Y., which hinge | have usecil
exclusively, after discovering its
merits, A close second to this hing:
is the “Perfect.” Doth of these
hinges can be purchased for ten
cents per 1,000, and it is utterly im-
possible to make a gond hinge for
anyvthing less.

You take a hinge that vou pay
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Jess than ten cents per thousand
for, ur even some of the inferior
hinges for which you do not pay
less and you will find your patience
severely tried.

IFor instance, you wet one-half of
the hinge and apply it to your
stamp, then you take the stamp and
wet the other half and when you
take the stamp away from your
mouth, you have cither the hinge
stuck to your tongue, vour lips or
the side of vour face.

You then take a new hinge and
2o through the same performance
and then perhaps after two or three
wild attempts, in which you waste
much valuable saliva, you succeed
in wetting the otner hali of the
hinge without 1its becoming  de-
tached from the stamp.

But yvour trials are not over by
any means.

After having accomplished so
much your next step is to place the
stamp in the space set aside for it
m vour album, You do all this, but
when vou endeavor to remove vour
fingers from the stamp—Oh! No!
It don't work, the stamp comes
.'l](m,l.: Lo,

Now you have got to try it again,
and you will probably not succeed
n getting the stamp in the proper
place to vour satisfaction, until vou
have chased it all over the page,
dropped it on the floor two or three
times, and used several very strong
words which relieves vour feelings,
and then in order to complete your
task vou are compelled to sit on the
album for the space of five minutes
in order to give the hinge a chance,
for these hinges are bound not to
stick unless great pressure is
brought to bear on them.

After vou have gone through
this entire program, which may
have lasted six or seven minutes,

what have you to show for it? One
stamp, dirty and soiled from so
much handling, stuck in its proper
place on a very much soiled page,
the result of your chase for the
stamp across the lithographs and
blank spaces.

Now, if yvou kept on at this rate,
vou would have at the end of an
hour perhaps ten stamps placed in
vour album, most of them soiled,
perhaps some of them, torn. You
would also have a very unsightly
page and you would be the loser of
a vast amount of good humor and
patience.

Lerhaps after yvour album  has
been laid away for a few days, you
desire to add new treasures to your
collection,  You open to the page,
where but a few dayvs before you
had added new stamps, and you find
them all loose, chasing cach other
over the pages.

All this is the result of
cheap and inferior hinges.

You may take some hinges which
are in every respect good, as far as
their  stickimg  qualities are  con-
cerned, but should vou at any time
desire to remove the stamp to which
this hinge is attached, vou will find
it a very ifficult matter, vou will
work it carefully this way and then

using

that wav and after considerable
tugging and pulling the general re-

sult is a torn stamp.

So, brother collectors (and sister
collectors, too), use a good hm;_:L
by all means, either the “Omega”
of the “Perfect™ ought to suit vou.
They have pleased and suited me.
Why not vou? But never—(), nev-
er, invest in cheap hinges, thinking
vou are saving money, if vou do, |
assure vou, you will find them all
that T have painted them to be.

A good hinge at a fair price is
the cheapest in the end.
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{Ueekly Stamp Cribune,

PUBLISHED EACH WEDNESDAY BV

THE STAMP TRIBUNE PUBLISHING GO,

327 Garlield Bldg. Cleveland, O,

~ SUBSCRIPTION PRICE,
Within 1. 5., Canudu and Mexico, 50c. perannum.
Toall other countrieg,............... $L.00 per n.unul:u.

Advertising Rates,...... - 10¢. per agale Imu.
Speisl Rares on O nntructs ofqlJU to 2000 lines.

AUTHORMED AGENTS
Wm. B. Hule, * The Stamp Urummer.'

\. L. Seager, Pacitic Coast. C.E.A.Holmes, Canada
M. Tausig, New York and Foreign Countries.
Addressall communications, and make all check &

drafts and money orders payable to The Staw)p
Tribune Pub, Cu., l‘.'_'lcvclnn:l 0.

\\ e should be pleased to eu.hnm’e with all first-
class papers, send ONE eopy 10V . Verbeck,
Bullston Spa, N. Y., and TWO Iu Lha |nulnlwher';

Vul. I1- FEBRUARY 14, 1000,

No. .
EDITORIALS,
Mr. William DI, Hale, of Wil-

lamsville, Mass., reports that the

remainder  of  Russian Finnish
stamps were bought up by a ’ari-
sian dealer, who with himself (Mr.
[Hale)

The stock was very small and no

have secured all there are.

more are to be made.  Finland has

now Lo use the regular Russian

stamps,  The Paris price was at

once raised to about double face

value, and is very hrmly main-

tained.  Dealers and collectors hav-
g a stock of these stamps had bet-
ter take good advice and hold  on
1o them for some time yet, as in all
probability the price will advance

still further ere very long.

A printer’s error occurred in the

S. Clark, in a
recent number of thc. WEEKLY. My

advertisement of T,

Clark savs:

“Re  my ad in your No, 4, Jan.
31. ‘You have U. S. 1895 $1.00—
$.06,” and | have been deluged with
letters and had to spend consider-
able postage in returning the money
Please look

sent me. up my copy

and see if it should not read 26¢.”
We

should have

regret that the mistake

occured, yet  cannot

refrain from expressing our satis-
faction of the fact that our readers
“know a good thing when they sce
it." We trust that
Mr,

gained through

the numerous
Clark
the

customers unwittingly

mistake, will
continue to patronize his  weekly
hargam counter as advertised in
cach issue of the WEEKLY STamr

TRIBUNE,

The Philatelic Post. Vol. 1, No.
2, reached our desk just five min-
utes ago, and such was the impres-
sion it made upon us that we can-
not close our editorials  without
first 'mmmuntin;: upon this recent
addition to the forces of Philatelic
journalism. A neat, bulky and in-
teresting magazine, it casily ranks
among our foremost monthly
ponents of Philately. The FFebruary
number (the one now hefore us)
consists of 24 pages, of which 19y

ex-




WEEKLY STAMP TRIBUNE., 59

are composed of solid and interest-
ing reading matter, furnished by
such able writers as Miss Amy L.
Swift, H, A. Chapman, Dr, Cott-
low and H. F. Colman. The typo-
graphy is excellent and good judg-
ment is shown in the display of the
advertisements.

Good luck and long life to the
Phlilatelic Post' Tt surely deserves
hoth,

The well-known “‘stamp drum-
mer,” Mr. \Wm. B. Hale, started on
his  Southern trip last Thursday
(Feb. 8).
of the Atlantic Coast states, as well

He intends taking in all

as the entire South, and expects to
cover the field in about eight weeks.
Contracts for advertising space in
the WeEkLY Stampe TripUNE will
be received by Mr. Hale, or may be
sent direct to us. Mr. Hale is also
prepared to hook subseriptions  to
the WeekLy, Wlhen he comes to
vour town remember the WEEKLY.

SECTION ON PHILATELY.

The Exhibition Committee of the
Second Philatelic Exhibition to be
held in the Dorough of Brooklyn,
New York City, during the week of
March 3d to 11th inclusive, 1900, at

the Art Galleries, 174 Montague

street, are hard at work to make it
a success and are progressing very
rapidly,

The sub-committee on catalogue
and medals are receiving very little
encouragement from stamp dealers
in general in the way of advertis-
g and it is hoped they will re-
spond by sending in their contract
blanks at once, also copy of adver-

tisement. Blanks can he had by ad-
dressing the chairman, 192 St

Nicholas avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y.

Dealers that have contracted for
space should send n copy at once,
accompanied with a M, O. or check.

Rates for advertisements are as
follows, viz.: Sccond cover page,
$20; third cover page, $15. Body of
catalogue, $10 per page: $3.50 per
half page; $3 per quarter page;
S1.75 per one-cighth page.

One inch space for collector’s
use, for a card or exchange notice,
can be had for $1.00.

As the WEEKLY STAMP TRIBUNE
mentioned, this as a splendid med-
it to reach the better class of phi-
latelists.

Regarding the success of the ex-

hibition it will far eclipse the first,

if present indications count for
onght,
Collectors desiring to  exhibit

should correspond with the chair-
L]
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man of the Exhibition Committee
Mr. John D. Carberry, 1125 Put-
nam avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y., ask-
ing for prospectus, etc.

Mr. J. M. Andrieni, the
known American philatelist, con-

well-

ducted a very successful confer-
ence on the “Stamps of Sweden,
Denmark, Iceland, D. W. Indies
and Hayti,” on [Iriday evening,
January 19th, in the Art Building,
before the members of the Section
on Philately. Mr. Andrieni dis-
played several volumes of his col-
lection of the stamps of these coun-
tries, and it goes without saying

that the members were simply
amazed at the beauty and neat ar-

Follow-
ing the plan of most European col-

rangement of the same.
lectors, Mr. Andrieni collects, so
far as he can obtain them, a pair
and a single specimen un-used,
then as many varieties of used with
different postmarks as possible.

There is no question but this is
a good way to collect stamps, but
on account of monetary considera-
the
reach of most collectors to pursue
this method.

Mr. Andrieni is a very active

tions, it does not lie within

member of the Section and a mem-
ber of the Executive Board.
Mr. John N. Luff, of New York,

L4

dis-
course on the “Stamps of China

delivered a very scholarly
and Chinese Treaty Ports” before
the members of the Section on Fri-
WVith

pardonable pride he exhibited his

day evening, February 2.
collection of these stamps, which is
without doubt the finest collection
of its kind in this country—his
Shanghai varieties being particular-
ly fine and complete,

Mr. Luff has a very pleasing way
of interesting philatelists, being
well versed in all the details of the
stamps which hecollects,and is able
with

to punctnate his  remarks

many humorous anecdotes connect-
ed therewith, which may help to

convey many valuable philatelic
Phila-

telists arce alwavs glad 10 see the

facts worth remembering.

smiling face of Mr., Luff.
Yours in our Scicnee,
H. TOELKE.
192 St, Nicholas Avenue.

THE STAMP TRIBUNE,

VOL. | COMPLETE.
Price 685 Cents.

Prices on single numbers quoted on re-
ceipt of want list and return postage.

CThe Stamp Tribune Pub. @o.
327 Garfield Bldg.,

Cleveland, O.
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THE CHICAGO PHILATELIC
SOCIETY.

The 315th regular meeting of
the Chicago Philatelic Society was
held February 1, 1900.

AMr. 1. M. Wolsieffer called the
mecting to order with 11 members
and 3 visitors attending.

The

posted 39 applications for member-

Governing  Board ordered
ship—27 for active and 12 for pas-
sive.

The treasurer was instructed to
remit $3.00 to the Brooklyn Insti-
tute for cost of silver medal, do-
nated by the socety, for award at
the next exhibition.

The Governing Board named 15

per cent. to be the commission
charged members of the society for
selling fne lots of stamps at our
auction sales,

IZvery member, hoth active and
passive, will be supplied with the
official journal, “The Weekly Phil-
atelic 1ira,” free of charge.

After appointing a committee to
look into the matter of holding a
the

banquet in  the near future,

mecting adjourned.
JOHN J. OESCH,

Secretary.

THE JAILER'S BABY.

It was all the fault of the baby.
So the jailer said, and so everybody
believed. At the same time it was
declared absurd that a baby should
be allowed companionship with a
murderer, and beyond all decency
that bottles of laudanum should be
left within its reach. Indeed, there
was a great deal of talk, and much
disappointment over the affair. -Not
since the lynching of the negro
Tilly, two vears before, had there
been a hanging in the jail. And this
time it was to have been conducted
on the strictest principles of the
hangman's code. So very proper
were all the arrangements that the
citizens spoke of the coming “exe-
cution” with quite the air of de
corum  which an eastern  town
would use to discuss a pink tea.

Small wonder then that everybody

especially those holding  tickets
of arllmission—was outraged,  In
fact, so much was said that the jail-
er resigned, and he and his wife—
with the baby, who had done all the
mischief—moved to another town.
The jailer's wife declared that his
nerves  seemed  dreadfully  upset
about the whole thing and she was
glad he had given up the “jail

husiness.” Farming was nicer work,
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anyhow, she allowed, and the baby
seemed to thrive better. As for the
baby himself, he told me in strict
confidence just how it happened.
The prisoner had never made the
slightest effort to escape. From
the time sentence was pronounced

e

woulidl sit for hours without mov-

he seemed to begin to die.

ing a muscle, would neither cat nor
drink. .\ horrid sort of stupor pos-
sessed him, from which the kind-
hearted  jailer was powerless to
rouse him, until one day he thought
of his baby, Ted, the only bit of
sunlight in the gloomy house of
hondage. The lovely child Dlos-
this

death, and the

somed like a Sharon rose in
desert of sin and
very sight or him might, so the jail-
er thought, bring peace and healing.
So one day the baby was brought to
the death-watched cell.  His tousl-
ed, vellow head peered curiously
i, and his small voice had a ring of
pity as he said: “Dark, poor man.”
And the prisoner came to the grat-
ing and stretehed ont eager hands,
clasping the tiny fingers which rest-
ed trustfully in his.  And nobody
disturbed them, for the “poor man”
was crying, and so they were not
afraid.

The bably came again, and often,

and they noticed that the prisoner

would always eat what he brought
a bit of candy, or a dirty lump of
sugar was his daily offering, and
it was never rejected. One day, the
and hoth

jailer came, too, they

watched the hoy, IHe was playving
horse with a new piece of pinc
board. The prisoner glanced at it
and said, grimly: *Won't they need
that in the vard?”

The jailer could not answer, but
kept his gaze on the baby, who had
distracted the attention of the
guard in the corridor. The prisoner
grasped the door with both gaunt
hands, and, putting his ashen lips
as near the jatler’s car as the bars
would  allow, said, suddenly:
“Have you any idea of how you arc
gomg to «ie?” The jailer was

He

hoped to lead the prisoner to forget

alarmed and  distressed. had
his impending doom, if only for a
respite of an hour, but this question
showed him how  poorly he  was
succeeding,  He pretended not  to
hear and made a move as if to go,
but the child ran to him, and, pui-
ting the stick through the hars,
lisped: “Sce, horsy 2"

A smile distorted his face as the
man took the piece of wood, then let
it drop with a shudder, speaking
rapidly and low. “Dying is bad
enotigh, 1 suppose, under any cir-
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cumstances : but none of us is hero-
ic when forced to sit, day after day,
for a certain hour, when we are to
begin the process of ‘rotting in cold
think,
What devilish

obstruction,” God! can vou
man, how it feels?
irony in the fate that 1, who have
alwavs hated any public display—"
he choked, and the baby laughed-—
“should die this way : should per-
form the closing tragedy of my life
hefore a gaping crowd. | tell vou,
man, it must not, shall not be.”

His voice had sunk to a whisper,
but his face was so livid with fear
and threat that the jailer grasped
his Dhaby, and moved a step away
from the cell door. The man be-
hind it laughed, a dry, high-pitched
lauch,

| heg that vou won't be fright-
cned. I am not going to do any-
thing violent, except to myself if
[ix-

possible. Do vou hear, man?

cept to myself.  Listen to me. [y
ery night vou pray that vour haby
there may never he in such a devil-
ridden hole as this cell. Dy those
prayers, and as vou hope for merey
for him, ! charge you have pity and
listen to me. | have no thought of
[ do not fear death. \What
I killed

must

{“‘(.'{ll?l'.
would life be to me now ?
him for her and now—now |

die for him,  lie it sn, but not that

way'—and he pointed to the bit of
new wood the child had dropped—
Then as the
the
man staggered to his feet and whis-
“An old bottle, 1
cottld break it 1 picces: or a rope,

“God! not that way.”

jailer moved a little nearer,
pered hoarsely :

but no, the guard would sce me.
Some drug : anything so it be strong
enough, but bring it, oh, let me
have it before—hefore they come to
me.:!

Not a word had the jailer spoken
during this plea of agony. Then
the guard came up with the little
one.

“The kid wants to kiss ‘man,””
and the prisoner stretched his arm
throneh the grating and  stroked
the enrly head. The beautiful baby
face lit up with an angel’s smile.

By-by. mian,” he  saud, and  his
father carried him away with no
sign of response to the wild look of
entreaty in the eves of the doomed
man,

Next day the haby came again.
This 1ime he passed the guard, re-
trning his challenge, “Hullo, two-
dignihed

vear-old!™ by only a

stare,  HMe toddled up to the pris-
oner's cell and the first ghmpse of
the
I1is

attention was attracted to a small

the  vellow  head  hrought

wretched occupant forwarid.
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the

there!™ And the little one proudly

tin can child carried. *“See
tapped it against the iron grating.
With feverish haste the man seized
.it and with an effort wrenched off
the cover, Inside was a small bot
tle containing a brown liquid, which
he smelled, then sighed as with an
imfAnite relief, A

tion; a glance upward, which was

second’s hesita-

more a despairing inquiry than a
praver, and he raised the phial to
his lips. Then he crawled to the
cot and crouched upon it, while the
baby tiptoed to see.  Only the baby!
No pitiless crowd of ghouls; no
vultures watching the dying strug-
gles of their prey; only the baby!
And to the dying man’s vision the
aureole of hair  and  beckoning
hands were those of a heavenly
spirit.

The phial dropped to the floor,
the shaven head sank back and the

prisoner was free.

The
of the railway postal clerks who
Albany
IFfebruary 6th and 7th in the Federal

annual review examination

run  into was  conducted
building at Albany by I'. 1. War-
ing, chief examiner of the second
The

ined in the varions subjects which

division. clerks were exam-

are necessary in the railway mail

service. The average will be reck-
oned according to the time taken by
cach clerk. An average of 99 per
cent is required, and it is often the

case that 100 per cent is made.

ANSWERS TO INQUIRERIES

( By Sopkins and Ieaverens, )

C. W. Myers, Wickhita, Nan-—
(1) No, it is not absolutely neces-
paper.  The
[2) No.

people will not think you are n

sary to bind your

loose pages are unique.

Spanish sympathizer.

K. L, Doak:— (1) We are not
prepared to adyise you as to the
proper way to wear vour hair,
(2) Yes, we believe the ladies like
to see “fluffy™ hair,

Troymard  Fabeock — (1) OF
: Heute.™

course your paper is we

always thought so. (2) No. we
would never have guessed that you
printed the paper yoursclf on a
hand-p ress.

BLogert & Durbin.: —\We cannol
give opinions s to literary merits
Write Mr. Paal-

zow of the érginia Philatelist.

in this column,

L. A. Prevosi :—Of course if you
do not care to exchange with a
paper, even though it advertises

with you. we do not see any wrong
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in it, but we would advise you not

L

to read **sample copies' after the

stand you hav taken. Mr. Scott
and Mr, Jewitt have done the sume
thing as yoursell. Of course it
does nol increase your popularity.

Paul Cline:— (1) Yes, your
surprises were very good. but look
out that you don’t, surprise your-
self. (2) 1t is wrong of you to
for

Did Mr. Paal-

imagine we uare responsible
Stampis America.
zow, tell vour

Lrvin L. Fisclher— (1) Yes,
we think you do very well with
your writings in the Zerforcator
and 7he Buckeve Philatelist. | 2)
It we were you, we would not at-
tempt to write for all of the four-
teen papers you mention.  Mr. C.
know, but he is

does thut, we

eapecially fitted.

COMBINATION OFFER!

< unused foreign Postal Cards 5 sc
Catalogue Value

special Bargain List No, 11, FREE

MOSTALCARD REPORTER No gy 1nc

Containing illnstrated  supple-

ment to 1845 'ostal Card Catalo-

ENE PEIDE 1 sasises sinpensavnsibons i hase 63‘:

POSTPAID FOR ONLY 20c.
A. LOHMEYER,

V22 Gilmor Strect, BALTIMOKKE, MDD,

95

WILL PAY LIBERAL PRICE FOR

Imperf. pairs 3¢, Prop. 2¢. Express, Frop.
and Play.C.,10c. Power ol A., 40c, Inland.
50c. Entry and Surety, 70c,, $1.30, $1.60.
$1.90 For. Ex, $2.50, $3.50 Inland, $3.00»
Manifest, $10,00 Charter and Mtg. Part
perf. PaIrs, 1c¢,, 3¢, 4c. Prop. dc., 6c. For.
For. Ex. 50c. Life. Perf., PAIRS, 2C, Prop.
orange, 6¢, Prop., $20.00 I'robate ; invert
heads, second issue, 2c., He,, 20c. 26¢.,
£1.00; third issue, $1.4 0; 1871 issue, 2¢,,
4c,, Match, S¢. Greenleaf 8ilk, Maryland
wink. Macklin., Medicine, Ayer lilac, Bazin
Campion pink uncut, Chase wmk.. dc.
Kerr old, 2¢, Rose wmk, Schenck 1rerre.
Refer to any dealer,

CLARENCE H. EAGLE, CoLLEZTOR,
5T BROAD ST.,, NEW YORK, N. Y.

NS A ot AL NS S

- . OUR IIQOO_
Cala'ug lm:']u" tfhc- Philatelic palate. [t=
‘ree for the asking.
U. S. REVENUES in fine condition,
forate have large margins.
Prices way down,  Cat,price Our
2¢ Express bloe, imperf...... ... .25

Imper-

"] (1]

e Telegraph Green.,...peeveenn.. 95 1]
e Playing Carde......ccovivusennnens w25
a¢ Proprictory.... PORES (1] IS
10¢ Proprictory....... P LI ]
e Forelgn Exchan (T IR |
e Lewse. ... 40 13

e Probate of Willoo, i 35 .
£1,00 Conveynneek L. lns,the two 230 .10
210 Blue snd Black, 2nd issue.,, 60 28
§ They won't last long. U. 8. Rev. (ata-
logued at e, Free to twao first orders.
We will =ell you 5 different, all {ssues l¢
to S1L0 for 25e.,
THE MICHIGAN STAMPCO.,
146 Woodward Ave., DETROIT, MICH.

C.E. W. HOLMES,

STAMP DEALER,

5 Vercheres Ave., Montreal.

Stamps Bought, Sold and
Exchanged.

MOUNT ROYAL PHILATELIST.
Subscription, 15¢ per year,
Add rates:
1 page, 8C¢.

1 col., 46c. 1 in., 20c.
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POUND MIXTURE.

We have one of the finest mixture
of U. 8. and Foreign Stamps ever put
on the market at pound rates It con-
tains a large percentage of nicely
cleaned and soaked stamps, free from
paper, etc. The lot was bought from
missionaries, and is worth fully s0
cents per 1000.

Our Price, 75¢. per pOund

THE STAMP STORE,

Gatfi eld Building, Cleveland, 0.

U. S. AND FOREIGN.

A FINE THING

for any one to sell to collectors havine 2,000 varie
ties or less.  Don't miss it.
DESCRIFTION —There are no envelopes,

postal cards, revenues, torn, creased or heavily
cuncelled stamps in this lot. The Continentals
found in all ordinnry -JH! var. piwekets are replaced
hy over o0 vars of 8. Awmerican and MexXican
stamps. 500 ALL Illl*'l ERENT. neatly hinged
in approval hooks cach containing 100 stwmps.

Guaranteed to Catalogue over $10. My price $2 06+

An unused =et of 1, 2, 3and Se Phillipines on
7. 5. to the first three purchasers.  Your money
back if not satisfied My motte | condition and
my approval hooks l‘.whlrh contain <lapps, eul.
al 5¢ or more) will convionee you of the  Fael,
Send reference or deposil.,

WANTED -Lightly eancelled, well centered
copies of all U.5. Coloninls in any quantity  Send
what you have with price,
WINFRED C. PHILLIPS, -

Glastonbury, Conn.

TWO PRONOUNCED HITS.

The “Pocket Edition” of my Lelt Page Slock
Rook, which is mailed to any address at 15 cents
yer copy (nearly cost ol 1|1a|mfnct\lnnm and
he ' Stamp Button'* made with a genuine
stamp and sold at rec, each or 12e, by mail,

2 Mexico, 187483 4. 5 10, 10,
. |Cat, focts.| 7 varietjes,

2 Mexico,1590- 1. 2, 3, 4. 5. 10, 20, 25¢,, 6 ol
. them unused [Cat, $1.0..[

Buys a splendid 2000 variety packet
25-00 o)f forv.-‘ign stamps only. :
8 00 Buys a fine packet of 1000 different
. foreign stamps,
4 0 WolsiefTer's Album, 100
. leaves or 200 pages. Specimen

Blank
page for stamp,

P* M. WOOLSIEFFER,75 State St.,Chicago.

EVERYRODY WANTS THEM.

25, 30, 100e,

£ The Greatest Yet.2
Gk V] et

No Fiseals, Telegraphs, Cut Postal
vards, or Reprints,

DEALERS
Maple Leaves, per 10O used.

$5.75,

Conditions guaranteed.

A. F. PUGH,
MAKES A FINE PREMIUM

For I'ublishers or Dealers. What does? Why,
our entire unused 17, 5. Env. 18g4, 5¢., blue on
amber * Die B, 1"arcell make. Cat. iy Scolls
Syth ab soc. singly 16c, for ten or more 13c each,
Orders under =oc, postage extra. Look at my
“al." in last issue.

Persons having large lots of obsolete U, 5,
(No. te, and 2¢c after 1890) should send a list of
same to me with price. 1 buy current 3, 4, 5, 6,
7. and 1oc. at s, per (o0 I take no copies with
deaw;n cut into by perf,, heavily cancelled or
damaged.

Canada 10c,

WINNIPEG, CANADA.

WINFRED PI'III.[IPS. Glastonbury, Conn.

¥ LARGEST Stamp
4C for 4 MOS' Monthly of Amﬂ!v
ica, CIRCULATION s large as of any founded
in 1895, Pric) 25¢c, year and one free exchange
notice.  Each nuwmber has one Or more illustra-
tionsofleading Collectors. "Ad."” space and subs,
exchanged for stamps, Particulars for postage
Exchange Camern prints and negatives from
here to Europe,  Return good and more than
received. L. BRODSTONE, Pub,,
ltox 60, SUrERIOR, N

Big Httractions

TO PATRONIZE THFE
Columbian, 1c—ioec....

NEW STAMP FIRM.

spsessasarsssrsannan o

| o rae
Omaha, 1c=10C........., rc
Joc
75¢
ety o 25¢
S¢
25¢
ATy T2 sxvsbeime fakse snsivaias oo (200
[ A e FETE] as b

18g0, 1c-goc cum[ﬂete 14
varieties,. visa  42C
Juistice, R0 PUTPIe i irmatae St 50
PPost Office, 1o0c. black....................  75¢
ADBE R ety couer NS
gog; $| 35

Postage exira on all urders utidler soc.
The Stainp Storoe,
Gartield Buifding, Cleveland, O.
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Uleekly

Stamp ribun

DEVOTED TO THE INTERESTS OF STAMP COLLECTORS.

Vol 11, No. 7. Cleveland, O.,

February 21, 1900.

I’rice, 3 Cents.

Retail at Wholesale Prices.

Br. Bech 3B, 39, 4D, NOW.... ciciianrin: o
33. 34. 35. used... 1y
Rhodgsm 20, 27. 28, 30. 31 used. Frrsa . |
53, 55, 60.used.. .46

Niger Coast 8. 9. 18, used.. a0
Zululaod 1. 14, 15, used.. a0
U. 8. 1894, §1.00, used . o
Orange Free Hinted 1sh, used 06
Canada Jubilee, aOc used, S Y
L 1890 5o, ust:d .................... A6

Postage Extra on Orders Under 50c.
Te S. CLARK,

394 Alfred St., Kingston. Ont ., Canada.

« A Bargain! -
THAT IS A BARGAIN.

One yenrs subseription to the Philatelic DPost,
(regular sub, price 2 cents) 1000 all different
stawmps, 10 ““Perfeet’ hinges, 7 really rare
stamps, and o whaek at that 2000 variety packet,
tthe 14tiZnd subseriber gets it). 25 cents does the
trick, but vour money back if not perfectly
satistled.

All appliention for smmple copies of the *Post,"*
must be aceompanied with two, two ceat stamns,

Nunundah Stamp & Pub. Co.,
SMETHPORT, PA.

ODDS AND ENDS.

100 var. including 2 of Japan new issue........ $0710
1000 mixed, good for sheets.. 25

{ hlank :u-uruwtl books to hold 10 »ramw 10
!IH fanada maps G shades).o. . f i
2 packets, 50 var. in each........ 1K)
Sel i{n}'al Newfoundland issue, ]
3 Piso, private proprictary 10
1Johnson & Johnson, 1 Chas, Fle ‘teher, nil
1 Pi I'rivate proprictaries [l
aont Japun, obsolele issue, 10
10%) mixed Canwdn, wany varieti 1N
200 mixed foreign, gond assortment. 1L
Cahot set, unused, complete... 255

R. P. BEARDSLEE
35 Cutler Street, Cleveland, C.

N. B.—Send for approval sheets and circular of
Beardslee's Stamp Exchance.

Set New Cuban Issue, 1¢ to 10e,
10c Bpec. Dolivery.... -t

TS

U. S, L. R, Surcharge Inverted, ..o, 18e.
Surcharged Cubun Envelopes 2¢ Groen on
Awmber only 3000 Tssaed, nnd 2¢ White, the
two.. .. orlhire
Aliove lot 120, M. Urder.

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Refunded.
W B. FOZZARD,

West Falmouth, Maine

DIME SETS.
Cheapest List Ever Offered in America.
Order by number,

N i N in
No. Country. " Set. No. Cowntry. Sel.
| B T (1] TP — a1 Unpe Vernle....... 4
2 Argenting.. ... |14 Uhimleerieeriniens  #
3 AURIEin .. i 015 Colombia, T
1 Australia. 12 16 Coren.. sklin od
O Azore we o 17 Costa Hn':l ....... 3
1 DBavari.....coo.e- 117 1B O vcisreseine 0
7 Buosnia. A4 Iiclunmk 12
8 RBrazil.. % 2 Dateh Imln %
9 DBritish Guiswoa. 5 21 Eenador.. 7
1 Hlllgnlu wnenes R Egypl . K
11 Capada . " Ii ;3‘! l'mlanll I
12 Chili.. 2n

Fri
10c. Ml:ll' i for SI 00' 42 I’or $3.75.
Postoge extrn on orders nnder S0e,
Lix \th}lmlmmll\lill’w\lr_r\eﬁ"E
A
25 Hough Place, 9 %LT"’[UND. 0.

e&ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ?ﬁfﬁf‘fff?& EFFSSfECEEETEFETTEETEE® E‘E?GQE‘-ﬁ&iﬁﬁ(-‘i!E*-GG“I'.'i&Gﬁﬂﬁ-‘eﬂﬂﬁ#ﬂ#eﬁewﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂmﬁg

C.P.S. AUCTION SALE.

The next sale of the Chicago Philatelic
Society will e a good one.  Mave yvou received
he catalogue of it, or do you wish Lo receive it ?
Drop me acard and I will see you gel it promptly.

Aunother question ; Do you wear one of
.12 those popular “Stamp Buttons*" [t
pays to show your colors and let your fellow
collectors know you are one of them. It only
costs 12 cents and may bring you that manv
dollars worth of stamps, One collector turned
up a lot of old correspondence with stamps
through the medinm of a bulton,
Still another queﬁtmu Are vou using
15 the* Poc'kel Edition*' Stock look w hich
u:ll) costs 15 cents > You don't know whal yon
are missing if you don't carry one in yourinside
rocket to protect your duplicates from loss 'uu'l
amage. Juin the C. P, S, wear n “'Button,'
use a “"Pocket I‘tlmun and kr-:il in front
P. M. WOLSIEFFER,

%mammmmmma%asaa» 29333

.i%QO?Q&!?QQSQ?)Q%QE)QW mmasaammaamsmm&wmmm#ﬂ

meeeeeeeeeeew

75 State St., cm;c:ﬁ
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BARGAINS. :
: S CubmanStamps.

Cataloging 41 cents. 1 Pocket Album.
: My Price List For i2c. Post Free.
H. C. CROWELL,
206 Superjor Street, Cleveland, Ohio. s
0 % % %2 2 2 2023222 Y

]“" Varieties of 1“

Postage Stamps
Only one to ench customer, ani ol rmust enn.

Postage 2c.

ain two envelopes addressed to sunnleur eol-
tectors,

1. 5, ey (new) '4eto L0, ... Set of 12.... Je
“Romun SULes, ... e wos IR [ S
Peru, 1898 compIeNt . ... .. senees
Costn Hies, 1880, 1 to dle, ...
Bavaria Return Letter, ...
No. Borueo, ‘BT-"92, 16 to 10e,......
1 Approval Shects, tinest made .., y
1090 Quaker Hinges, 5o, 500 e

QUAKER STANMP CO., Toledo, O.

o

Several London dealers exhibit
the U. S. newspaper sets, which
were sold by the government last
vear, with the label: “Don’t buy
these stamps. They are frauds.”

% The Stamp Store

.
a

Garfield Building,

] AN 7
YR A, 0Ya YA YA
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has  just culn[)!ﬂtul negatintions
whereby it
owner of and suceessor to stock and good-will of

THE STAMP TRUST, Glenville, O., and
S. P. LEV, 324 Prospect St., Cleveland, O. é

This, together with the stock formerly owned by it
it the best and largest stock of stamps in the State of Ohio.

When you want stamps, write to i

THE STAMP STORE, ——= *
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We solicit correspondinee with 4l
buvers of stamps to whom we send o
approval the finest selection on the
market at Low Pricess. We are always
ready to buy goord stamps, no trash
wanted, This week we offer fine cojy

90c U. S. 1869 for only $12.50

BOSTON STAMP CO.,
43 MILK STREET, Boston, lass.
J. FAVILL CAPRON, Megr.

42 The Greatest Yet.2
b (e $4 3 S AR

No Fiscals, Telegraphs, Cut Pastal
Cards, or Reprints,

DEALERS
Maple Leaves, per 100 nsed.

$5.75,

Conditions guaranteed,

A. F. PUGH,

Canada 10¢,

WINNIPEG, CANADA.
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LATEST NEWS.

Washington.—The postoffice de-
partment will have ready for issuc
within three months, books of post-
age stamps.  The book will be of
convenient size, that it may be car-
ried in the vest pocket, and will be
issued in  three classes, namely,
bhooks of twelve, twenty-four and
forty-eight stamps, respectively.
The cover will give the postal rates
m the United States and foreign
countries.  'arafine paper will he
used to separate the stamps, so as to
prevent adhesion,

The books will be sold at 1 cent
advance on the face value oi the
stamps. Thus the hooks of twelve
stamps will cost 25 cents, those of
twentyv-four  stamps  will cost 49
cents, and  those of  forty-cight
stamips will he sold for g7 cents
The cost of the cover to the govern-
ment is the same regardless of the
number of stamps inclosed.  For
1,000 books the government will
pay §2, and as they will he sold for
S1o a thousand the profit is casily
caleulated,

This will he a convenience for
those who wish to carry stamps in
their pockets and will not interfere
with the old fashioned wav of huy-
ing stamps at whaolesale.

Chicago, [HL—=\William -Moore,
arrested in conmection with the al-

leged thefts of postage  stamps
irom the Albert Dickinson Seed

Company, was released from cus-
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tody when he appeared in the Max-
well street police court.  No evi-
dence was heard, hut at the request
of the prosecution the charges of
larceny were  disnussed.,  Willizun
Dozier and David Cohen have been
held to the grand jury, and Wed-
nesday  John  Armstrong  will be
viven a hearing,

Armstrong, it as said, systemat-
ically robbed the seed company of
postage stamps  and disposed of
them with the aid of the other de-
fendants,  The voung man, it is al-
leged, also  appropriated a hank
check for $326, but was afraid 1w
cash it.  The check finally  came
back to the company and the arrests
followed.

Pittsburg,  PPa—Scveral  Furoe
pean stamp dealers, including o
in Leipzig, one in Berlin and one
Paris, have apphed to the Twin

Uity Society for the privilege of
placing approval lots of stamps on
the local sales circuts,  The societs
lcaves it to the discretion of the
sales  superintendent. Mr. Henry
I hint, whether or not such license
shall be granted.

Pittsharg,  a—"The  monthly
meeting of the Twin City Philatelic
Society, held last Thursiday even-
ing al the club rooms on Sixth ave-
nue, was unusoally well attended,
twentv-three members and five vis-
itors being  present,  Presidem
Rode  oceupied e

Letters of resignation wer

George W,
chair.
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received  from  Messrs.  William
Grabowsky, J. P. Kredel and Henry
Ieineman.  Mr. Ross D. Breniser
was elected to membership and sev-
cral new applications for admission
were received and referred to the
executive committee,  The paper of
the evening was read hy Mr. John
Mesner, Jr., whose subject was
“The Stamps of the Olvmpian
Games.”  Mr, Mesner sketched in
an interesting manner the history
of the games from the earliest times
up to the revival of a few vears ago
and furnished many valuable de-
tails as to the origin of the com-
memorative 1ssue of stamps and the
wayv in which it ran the gauntlet of
the speculators.  The seeretary re-
ported having received the Doston
["hilatehe Society's great work on
the revenue stamps of the United
States, and it was arranged to eir-
culate it among the members in the
order in which  requests  should
come in. The proceedings closed
with an auction sale in which forty-
seven lots were disposed of at re-
markable prices, the hidding heing
spirited from start to finish.  Many
stamips were bid up very close 1o
catalogue value.

Washington. — Postmaster-Gien-
eral Smith places the loss to the
covermment on scecond-class matter
Al over $20,000,000 for last vear.
e total deficit of the department
for the viear is $0.610,000.

Paris.—At Mort Said, on the
Stiez canal, two  provisionals have
heen issued  consisting of the sur-
charge, 25¢ on 1oc in words  and
figures. printed in red. The stamps
were affixed to letters at the office
and not sold to the public,
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London.—Affairs in Pretoria are
in such condition that the issue of
provisionals seems inevitable. Ac-
cording to newspaper advices the
supplv of $d and 1d stamps has
been for some time completely ex-
hausted.

ALL AROUND THE COMPASS,

AMY L. SWIFT.

"\ stern chase is a long chase,”
especially when  the chase (so to
speak ) 1s a false report.  The an-
nouncement that I was to review
for the Jubilee Philatelist found
place in the columns of the Adwvo-
cale also, and publishers galore are
now sending me copies of their pro-
ductions marked “lor review in /.
P In justice to Mr. Holmes |
must admit that he evidently had
good grounds for his item, for he
at omce dropped me a line to ex-
plain that he received his informa-
tion direct from J. M. Miner, edi-
tor of the journal in question.  An-
other critic remarks that “That was
a pretty big fib for a small boy,” but
what puzzles me mast is the reason
thereof.

I have just learned that the
Buckeye Philatelist has given up
the struggle for existence, and will
he seen among us no more. The
publisher 1sn’t very original in his
excuse for the sudden  discontin
nance, as he savs it is duoe 1o “lack
of time,” hut that is the regular
standhy sentence  trotted  forth by
every subsiding publisher, so per
haps he felt it was really his duty 1o
make use of it. Sometimes when |
hear it I am almost exasperated into
starting a paper myself so that |
can have the satisfaction of mak-
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ing a failure and giving the true
rock-bottom reason for it. I'he 5.
P. had issued only three numbers,
but they were all of higher grade
than is usual with the majority of
new journals, and it bore promise,
both in itself and from its pub-
lisher, of continuance in  well-
doing, so that the news of its sud-
den collapse will come as a surprise
to nearly all. Mr. . A. Chapman,
from whom | have the news, savs
he thinks he “will bottle up” his
perforations hereafter ; evidently he
has come to the conclusion that
they are too dangerous a contribu-
tion to send any journal, a sort
of one-dose-warranted-to-kill con-
coction. This makes the second
journal the article seemed to have a
bad effect upon, the other being the
Chicago Philatelist, while the Per-
forator, in which it first came to
life, is held to have suffered a fall
from its carly high estate. It is
funny, but of course merely a coin-
cidence.

A counterfeit stamp is of no more
financial value than is a counterfeit
greenback, and unless held or given
away as a curiosity, it ought to he
as  promptly and thoroughly de-
stroved as the law says counterfeit
money should be.  To advertise a
counterfeit stamp for sale, ceven
with a note as to its character, is a
proceeding that ought to he de-
cidedly and acwn.l\ frowned upon
by every collector who learns of it,
for while there is no fear of a well
posted collector heing {akcn in by
such an advertisement, it is just
possible that some \mmg l:egmncr
may buy the thing under the im-
pression that it must be worth buy-
ing or it would not be offered for
sale.  Now we all know that the
Gireat DBarrier labels are counter-
feits pure and simple, not actually

101

worth the paper they are printed
upon, vet | see that a Canadian firm
is advertising them at 15¢ each, and
postage extra at that, The ltile
word “fake” in brackets was in-
cluded in the notice, but how mich
warning  would that mean to a
small boy or beginner? There are
too many real stamps in the world
for us to take to buying counter-
feits, and even if there were not one
might as well throw money into the
midst of the Pacific as to buy them;
it would be just as sensible,

Now that the authorities have de-
creed that all our current revenue
stamps above 1oc must e cancelled
hy three parallel cuts clear through
the stamps nstead of by pen as
hitherto, urging that
purchases be made at once before
the “price goes up.”  For my part
[ fail to sce force in this reasoning ;
it seems to me that if they were
really certain prices on pen-can-
celled would  advance beyond  the
present rates they would be more
apt 1o hold hack their stock for said
advance mstead of making extra at-
tempts to dispose of it. Desides
this, we know that a great many ol
the dollar values must have been
used which will come on the market
later, thus the supply will continue
for some time yvet, and should he
plentiful enough to meet the de-
miands of all who need them. Then
again, [ do not see why the cut can-
cellations should be so much less
desirable than the other: if done
watly it will not disfigure the speci-
mens as much as the sprawly pen
marks did. It is not as though a
plece was to he clipped out as the
Canadian folks often cancel their
revenues.  On the whole | have de-
cided to wait awhile for my high

dealers are
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values, and sce if it is not cheaper
than it would be to buy at present
rates.

The daily press is telling a story
these days about a tiny letter that
recently passed through the mails
from  Minden, Neb.,, to a young
lady of Anderson, Ind. The en-
velope seemed to be home-made,
and was a little smaller than the
common 2c¢ stamp, which covered
one side so that the perforations
mare a nice fringe all around. The
other side bore the address. The
mail clerks indulged in considerable
hilarity over the tiny epistle, and
for fear of its being lost in some
corner of the mail bag they hunted
up a small box for it to travel in,
and so sent it along in state to 118
destination.  The sheet within was
described as heing just four times
the size of its envelope, hut it held a
long chat nevertheless, over  four
hundred words of writing so  tiny
that it had to be read by aid of a
magnifyving glass,  Of course it
was done as a joke; it is fortunate
for everyone. writer, mailing clerks
and reader, that letters of such type
are not the regular thing, it would
take too much time to talk by mail
it that style had to be followed in
cach letter.

THE STAMP TRIBUNE,

VOL. | COMPLETE
Price 685 Cents.

P'rices on singie numbers quoted on re-
ceipt of want list and return postage.

Che Stamp Cribune Pub. @o.
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Cleveland, O.
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THE CHICAGO PHILATELIC
SOCIETY,

The 316th regular meeting of the
Chicago Philatelic Society was held
February 15, 1900, in Room 651
Marquette Bldg.

The meeting was called to order
by President Wolsieffer, with ten
members and nine visitors attend-
ing. Upon ballot, the thirty-nine
applicants posted at the last meet-
ing were unanimously elected to
membership.

Board ordered
posted two applications for Active
and one application

The Governing

for Passive
Applications to be
voted on at next meeting,

They reinstated as a Passive memn-
ber Capt. 11, 11. Bandholtz, whose
resignation was accepted at the pre-
Mt., W. A. Pat

terson's membership was changed

membership.

vious meeting,

from Passive to Active,

They appointed Mr, Stan. Za-
jicek, a Chicago Philatelic expert.
Counterfeit Detector and Manager
of the * Circulating Sales and Ex-
change Dep'r.

A committee of five was ap-
pointed to revise the Constitution
and By-Laws of the Society

The Auction Manager r'e;mrtcd
that the next C, P S, auction sile,
consisting of over 300 lots, will be
held Saturday evening, March 3. at
the Tremont House.

The Society's bunquet will be
held Saturday. March 10.  All ne-
ceptances must be in the hands
of the Secretary by Wednesday,
March 7. Jonx I. Orscu, 3

Hecre{::r_\-,
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THE PARCEL POST AND POS-
TAL SAVINGS BANK,

There are two practical additions
which will prabably be made to the
present postal service. Both are in
full operation in other countries and
their success is undisputed. It is
rather curious that while we have
no parcels post in our domestic ser-
vice, we have conventions with sev-
eral countries for international ar-
rangements of that kind. The first
of these was signed by the present
postmaster-general and the special
German envoy on the 26th of last
August, and went into operation on
the 1st of last October. It limited
the weight in packages to cleven
potnds, fixed the rate at 12 cents
for cach pound or fraction of a
pound, and made due provision for
the customs  declaration and pay-
ment.  This is the first convention
with a European country, but as
and others are
secking the same conveniences, the

Ingland, France

service will become general, espec-
ially as this country has also parcel
pust conventions with several of the
South American countries.
Naturally any movement for a
parcel post arouses the opposition

of the express companies, with
whose luerative business it would
more or less interfere. IFor the

same reason the influence that re-
tards the establishment of the postal
savings bank system comes from
the savings banks. No institutions
are better managed, and in none is
the average of integrity and safety
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higher. They have made a splendid
record, and naturally they oppose
any government scheme along the
same lines. In them are five million
depositors who have nearly two bil-
lions of dollars to their credit, and
they wield an enormous influence.

[ut there is another side to the
question, and it is very well sum-
med up by Mr. Cornelius VanCott,
postmaster of New York. He says:
“There are thousands upon thous-
ands of hard-working people who
arc cither oo far from savings
banks to avail themselves of their
privileges, or who have no confi-
dence i banks of any kind, and who
hoard their savings in some con-
venient hiding place where they arc
liable to he robbed, or perhaps even
murdered in defense of their own,
This dead_capital amounts to mil-
lions.  Not only a great burden of
anxiety, it is, moreover, locked up
out of the reach of circulation. If
the government provided an invest-
ment at a low rate of interest, say
2} per cent., where the question of
security would be all in all, it would
serve to encourage thrift and better
citizenship, and bring millions into
circulation, Great Britain has about
eight million depositors who  have
intrusted to their government $600,-
000,000. .\ shilling can be depos-
ited, or stamps can be bought and
deposited from a penny upward.”

[Te points ont further that there
are more than twice as many
money order offices as banks and
cvery one of these offices could he-
come a bank. Tle thinks that the
system  would  not interfere with
other banks, but would aid them hy
keeping the money in circulation.
He emphasizes the fact that in
France the profit is fully two hun-
dred thousand dollars.—Salurday
Post.
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EDITORIALS.
The steady growth of Tue

WeEkLY Stamr Tripuxe is a mat-
ter of much gratification to its pub-
lishers, and of an increase of busi-
ness to the dealers who advertise
with us.

DBut in order to still further in-
crease our subscription list, and
consequently bring better résults to
our advertisers, we have decided to
offer $1o0 in prizes to those who
are willing to spare a small portion
of their leisure time in working for
the WerkLy. We hope by this con-
test to see our list doubled within a
short time, and in order to discour-
age no one from entering the con-
test, we have made a special price
of only 25 cents for a year’s sub-
scription, if submitted by a contest-
ant. s vour own subscription may
he included, vou should send same
at once, and notify us that vou in-
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tend to enter the contest and com-
pete for the prizes.

For full particulars see
nouncement on last cover page.

dan-

Several ccmiplaints have been re-
ceived from subscribers who state
that various numbers of the paper
have failed to make their appear-
ance. In reply we want to say that
a copy of every number is mailed to
cach subscriber. The wrappers are
all addressed and in the hands of
the mailing agency by Wednesday
noon, who deliver the papers to the
postoffice by 6 p. m. of the same
day. Thus if any copies fail to
reach their destination, the fault is
not ours but of the postoffice. In
every case where we are notified of
the non-receipt of any number, we
will promptly mail an extra copy.

We have learned of the coming
death of another one of New
York's leading stamp papers. e
are not at liberty to divulge the
name at present, but it will be an-
nounced within three or four weeks.

An auction sale is to be held in
Cleveland under the auspices of our
new firm, The Stamp Store. It will
be held in the latter part of March,
though the exact date is not known
vet.  We were mnformed that the
sale 1s to be catalogued i Toe
WekkLy S. T,, soall our readers
will get a chance to send in their
bids for what they may need.
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LONDON GOSSIP,

Special to The Weekly S. T.:

One of the best newcomers on
our side of the pond is Walter Mor-
lev's monthly magazine, christened
by its publisher, Morley's Philatelic
Journal. A. Preston Pearce, one oi
our ablest philatelic scribes, is the
editor, and fills the chair to a nicety.
The magazine is unique in the fact
that it devotes the hest part of its
space to the instruction and gratifi-
cation of the revenue, telegraph and
railway stamp collectors. The con-
tents of both the January and Feb-
ruary (just out) numbers are head
and shoulders above that of any
other journal published in the
United Kingdom, not in quantity, it
is true, but decidedly so in their
high grade, and in the authorship of
its articles.

Our old friend, the Stamp Collec-
tors” Fortnightly, has made its re-
appearance very recently. It s
fully up to its former excellency,
and is being heartily welcomed hack
by its many friends. Mr. Percy .
Bishop is at the helm, and this
should assure it of a safe and pros-
perous voyage over the often
hoisterous scas of philatelic journ-
alism.

The London Society is chaperon-
ing the Philatelic War Relief Fund,
started  among  collectors.  The
committee stand  ready to receive
contributions of stamps, which will
be sold by a prominent auction firm
and the proceeds will he devoted ta
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the general war relief fund. 1f any
of our cousins from “Uncle Sam-
dom™ wish to help the good cause,
they may send their contributions
to the secretaries of any leading
English Philatelic Society or to any
of the dealers, and the gifts will be
duly and thankfully acknowledge:l.

The new set of English stamps
promised us some time ago will not
make its appearance till early fall,
possibly about August.

The Philatelic Publishing Com-
pany, Dirmingham, have issued
their annual Philatelic Almanac for
the year 1900. [t consists of 48
pages, and is full of valuable in-
formation to the collector who de-
sires to be up to date. Desides a
large amount of useful philatelic
matter, the almanac contains lists
of philatelic societies, journals and
new issues of stamps during 18gg.
I'rice 44d. from the publishers.

Before closing his notes, your
correspondent cannot refrain from
saving a word of praise for Tue
WeEEKLY  Stame TrinuNe,  The
first few numbers completely took
him hy surprise. He could not im-
agine how a stamp paper could
Lranch out into the hignways of up-
to-date journalism, but on second
thought he saw the purpose, and
highly commends it.  Success to
Tne  WEERLY  Stasme Trinvse,
may it do a great work for the
cause of our fair "Philatelia,” and
become the leading exponent of
our goddess’ charms!

Advertise in Tue WEgEkLY
Stampe TrinoNe. It will pay
vou.
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CANADIAN NOTES.

The December number of the
Advocale comes to hand. It is
rather late, but makes up with a
very fine number, in which I notice
that to illustrate any stamp, foreign
or local, is a criminal offence. The
Adwvocate had to remove its cover
design on that account, and the
Era's Canadian correspondent teils
us that Mr. Paxman, publisher of
the Canada Stamp Album, has been
in trouble for illustrating stamps.
The Mountreal Philatelist will also
probably be obliged to not publish
in future any illustrations of new
issues.

Messrs, Brosseau Bros. are drop-
ping out of the rank of dealers.
This is really a loss for Montreal,
as Messrs, Drosscau Pros, had an
excellent stock. 1 learn from one
of them that they are the happy
possessors of one of the old Maur-
itius. Lately in the Philatelic
Chromele 1 advanced an item which
T was not certain of and which
caused a good deal of talk, but this
time Mr. Brosseau himself told me,
so let it be known that it is true.

6¢ and 8¢ maple leaves are. on
sale at the postoffice, and we don't
see any more maps.

Another new paper (7) has ap-
peared from Paspebiac, P. Q. Size
2x4): 4 pages! Ye gods, what
next?

Miss Amy Swift has been a little
severe, | believe, in her criticism
which is given in such a gentle
mamer in last number.  Well,
miss, | received the information
that vou were review editor of the
J. P. from Mr. Miner, editor of /.
P., and so T was not so much to be
blamed. After all, [ have been so
much criticized by my brother writ-
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ers about the 12 p. black in posses-
sion of Mr, Paterson that I don’t
venture now to “crow” things I'm
not certain of. Thank you, how-
ever, for your kind advice.

SOME REPRINTS.

BY JOHN PELTZ.

Although some philatelists may
not know it but it is true that the
1850 4¢ black on blue paper of Bril-
ish Guiana exists in a reprinted
condition, both perforated and un-
perforated. The reprints are also
on coarser paper and were printed
in lighter colors.

Scott’s catalogue states that the
reprints of the 1873 2¢ ultramarine
of Peru differ from the originals by
the paper, embossing and color, A
good way to determine the reprints
of the zc is this: The genuine
stamps can be distinguished from
the reprints in the ground beneath
the hama, which shows several
blue dots and dashes, while in the
reprints the ground appears solid.

About 1,000,000 copies of the
1873 10c green Republic stamp of
Cuba were printed, and somewhat
the same number were reprinted.
The genuine original copies  are
very finely engraved, while the re-
prints show worn specimens of the
plates, ete., and therefore an exper-
ienced collector can easily  deter-
mine these stamps for himself.

So many of the stamps of Cuba
are reprinted that Scott finds it im-
possible to list all of these. All the
newspaper stamps have been re-
printed : these can be distinguished
from the originals in that they are
not as finely engraved and printed.

The 1839 to 1860 issues of
France have been reprinted, and
what seems strange is that all of



WEEKLY STAMP TRIBUNE.

these stamps are allowed to be used
on letters as regular postage
stamps. In this case it seems to us
that the reprints should properly be
termed re-issues, as they are avail-
able for postage purposes.

\We sincerely wish that some one
would come forward and explain to
us how we could tell the reprints of
the Roman States, Please do!

LUCKIE:T MAN IN REGIMENT.

J:

“Ho, vou beggars, why don’t yvou
raisc a row and give us a chance o’
fightin” an” glory, an” maybe promo-
tiom =7

Corporal MacBean shook his fist
savagely at the colossal barrier of
mountain  peaks that harred the
horizon, rummaged among  his
pockets for his tobacco and pipe,
and sat himself down to smoke fur-
1ously and to think upon the incom-
parable beauty of Miss Janet Slone.

Indireetly Miss Sloane was the
cause of the remarks with which
my story opens, remarks addressed
not to the mountains, but to the
swarthy, turbulent, throat-cutting
crew who inhabited them, for there
was, for onece in a way, peace upon
the northwestern border of  India,
and Corporal Macllean was thirst-
ing for war and promotion—all for
the salke of the bright eves of Miss
Janet Sloane, the daughter and heir-
es= of Sergeant Sloane, of the Sap-
Pers.

Miss Sloane was certainly a very
pretty girl.

So it happened that many gallant
sergeants and  privates  without
number, and even a sergeant-major
whao possessed house property at
hame, in distant Woolwich, were all
sighing more or less for the love of
Tanet Sloane.
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But Miss Sloane encouraged
none of them, but smiled impartially
upon them all, protesting all the
time that she couldn't a-bear sol-
diers.

And even to the most hardened
and callous warrior a smile from
Janet was an experience not easily
to be forgotten.

Corporal MacBean was not a re-
cent vietim of Janet’s wonderful
smile.  Over six months had
elapsed, since he had first fallen un-
der the influence of that fatal
snule, but, unlike most of his fellow
victims, he had not recovered.

On this particular afternoon he
could find no refuge in day dreams,
for that very morning he had seen
Janet smile with divine sweetness
upon the sergeant major; and the
thought of that smile, and of the
legendary house property at Wool-
wich, rankled in his hosom.

In this inventory he was ungrate-
ful enough to forget a very impor-
tant item in his claims upon the at-
tention of Janet Sloane.

“*Alla, Beano!" cried a
voice at his elbow. :

Corporal MacBean turned, and
the careworn puckers in his bronzed
face smoothed out as his gaze met
two round blue eves fixed upon him.

This was the forgotten item—
Miss Victoria  Donelly, daughter
and sole heiress of Captain Donelly,
the special charge of Miss Sloane,
and the darling of the whole garri-
son at Fort Curzon.

Miss Victoria was just three and
a half years old, and was already
beginning to develop the faculty of
observation to an abnormal extent.
She knew every man in the garrison
pretty  well by name—even the
Ghoorkas, whose names were be-
vond all pronunciation.

She was very much attached to
Peano,” as she called Corporal

little
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Macllean, in accordance with the
traditions of the garrison, and
I’eano shared in the popular ador-
ation accorded to this frail, mother-
less haby.

Beano was always good for a
wgame of horses, and once in harness
would toss his head and paw the
ground and curvet more nimbly
than any real polo pony. Further-
more, he could dress rag dolls bet-
ter than any other man in the gar-
rison, the regimental tailors not ex-
cepted.”

“(Good afternoon, missie,” replied
Corporal MacBean in answer to a
long, inquiring stare.

“Private Doolan got the tooth-
ache,”" announced Chubby solemn-
lv.

“Has he,” missie?” replied the
corporal.

“Yeth,” lisped Chubby with im-
portance, “I heard the doctor pull
it out in the ‘othpital juth now.
I'rivate Doolan cid ‘oller!™

“Did he, missie?” inquired Cor-
poral MacBean absently.

He was wondering where Janet
Sloane could be. for her little
charge had evidently given her the
ship during their afternoon walk
round the cantonments,

1 don’t think Private Doolan “th
a very brave man,” continued
Chubby judiciously.

“Why not, missie?” asked the
corporal.

“You wouldn't holler if vou had
a tooth out, I know. Nurth said
vou wouldn’t, because vou are too
brave,” added Chubby emphatic-
ally..

“Did she, though "

Corporal MacBean sat up with
sudden interest.

“When did she say that, missie?”
he added, his face growmg pale
under the tan.
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“When Private Doolan said,
“Yow, vow, yow!" And I asked her
if you would ‘oller like that.”

“Did she, though, now!" said
Corporal MacBean with animation.
“D’ you know what I am going to
make for you missie ?”

“A wockin'-"orse " inquired Miss
Victoria affably, as she squatted
down comfortably by his side.

“Better than that, A whole
bloomin” Noal's ark, full of lions
an’ tigers an’ camels an’ cows an’
jackals. An’ then there’ll be Shem,
"Am, and Jacob, in green hats an’
vellow breeches™—

"An' red coaths!" interposed
Chubby  breathlessly. Of course
they'd have red coaths if they were
in the service.  Then there'd he
vahbith"—

“Of course there'd be rabbits,
missie, with long ears”—

“Like some other donkeys I
know of—leading that child away
when I'm looking for her every
where, thinking that some o’ those
gua-stealing heathens from over the
border had gone and got hold of
her! It's ashamed o' ye [ am,
Misther Corporal MacBean!™ inter-
rupted a clear voice from the crest
of the rampart.

1.

Corporal MacBean sprang to his
feet like a shot.  Then he saluted
and blushed down to his heels, for
there stood Miss Janet Sloane, in all
the glory of her white-stringed
bomet, regarding him with a none
too friendly look in her fine eves.

“I beg your pardon, Miss
Sloane,” said Corporal MacDBean
humbly and ponderously. I was
not aware that vou were in anv
anxiety about Miss Vietoria, or [
would have brought her to vou at
once. | was just telling missie that
[ was going to make her a Noah's
ark.”
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.\ nice Noal'’s ark you'd make!”
remarked Miss Janet with scorn. 1
wonder vou don’t try and improve
vour mind, instead of loafing about,
reading a lot of trashy novels, and

putting ideas into that child’s
head!"”
The rank injustice of this

charge reduced Corporal MacBean
to the dumb silence of utter aston-
ishment.

“You are unkind, nurth,” piped
Chubby's little voice. “An' vou
told me that Corporal MacBean
was so brave an’ good only just
now  when Private Doolan hol-
lered.”

“Hold vour tongue, miss, and
come along o" me at once!” cried
Miss  Sloane, blushing furiously,
and seizing Chubby’s arm. “Don’t
[ keep telling vou that no good 'l
come of you always talking to a
parcel o nasty common  soldiers,
lecarnmg  their bad manners amd
their impudence? [ wish you a
very  good afternoon,  Corporal
Maclhiean,” she added.  “And 'l
trouble vou not to go asking sneak-
ing questions of a poor little inno-
cent chnld about people who don't
want to have anvthing to do with
the hkes of vou! .\ corporal, in-
deed!™

Janet snorted indignantly as she
disappeared down the other slope of
the rampart.  And Corporal Mac-
ean sat down again to despair, for
he did not understand women. One
thimg, he decided, he must distin-
guish himself soon, that he might
have an opportunity of asking Miss
Sloane to share his lot as a ser-
geant,

The  opportunity
nights afterward. .\ half-hour or
s hefore dawn  three rang
out.  Then a sentry was found Iy-
my curled up on the ground, with a

came a  few

shots
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long Afghan knife through his
shoulder.

"More rifles stolen!” suggested
those who came running up. The
garrison of I"ort Curzon were well
accustomed to night visits from the
well-greased  and  slippery  rifle
thieves from the hills.

Dut the word soon passed that
something more precious than rifles
had gone this time.

Chubby was missing.

Then 1t was remembered how
vengeance deep and dire had Deen
sworn against Captain Donnelly, in
that he had procured expatriation
to the Andaman Islands for the last
pair of ritle thieves who had heen
captured within the confines of Fort
Curzon.

I e hugles blared out the “hoot
and saddle.”™  Corporal  Macllean
heard a seream from Janet that cut
through his heart like a knife. A\
red mist shut across his eves, and
he rode Tike a madman toward the
mountains abead, losing all sense of
time in the beat of the wildly gal-
loping hoofs. The best horse in the
garrison was his,

The dawn broke in a swimming
st of blue gray. Then the distant
mountain tops grew pink, and Cor-
poral Maclean rode on with his
eves fixed on a clond of dust a mile
ahead.

There were four of them.  Omne,
twon, three, four, he counted,  Then
he remembered that he was  un-

armed,

A rock defile opened around him
as lie drew steadily up to the group
of horsemen that  galloped  wildly
ahicad of him.  One of these turned
i his saddle. amd a shot came
whistling back. Then they all drew
rein, and the corporal’s heart Dheat
thick and fast as he saw a whilte
patch drop from the saddle how of
the leader.
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It was Chubby, unharmed; for
she ran a little way, then paused
and perched herself on a small
houlder.

The horse beneath him thundered
om.  He saw the horsemen draw to-
vether, while four rifles were ley-
cled at his breast. A spurt of
flame, a sharp whistling about his
cars, and he was upon them. One
horse rolled over before his as he
crashed into the group and felt his
outstretched hand grip the beard
and jaw of the man he had marked.
There was a sharp jerk, HHis knees
tightened on the saddle with a grip

that twisted the muscles of his
thighs to writhing knots of
red-hot iron. He heard a crash
behind him, and saw that his

right fist gripped a handful of dark
hair. He reined his horse upon its
haunches and turned again.  Two
men lay on the ground very still,

and a small voice cried from a
neighboring  boulder:  “Go i,
Peano!”

The other two men had dis-

mounted and were crouching he-
hind a boulder, which quickly sent
forth two jets of flame, seemingly
emptyving MaclBean's saddle.  He
had fallen on the hody of one of the
men who lav so still, and his ene-
mies arose as they saw  his body
twitch.  Corporal  Macllean was
stimulating the last agonies of death
as he slipped one of the scattered
cartridges into the hreech of his fal-
len foe's rifle. Two knives snicked
out of their sheaths as is adversar-
ics ran toward him. Then the cor-
poral, cuddling his rifle between his
knees, Bisley fashion, sighted ana
fired. The right-hand man toppled
and fell, while the other doubled
and ran just 300 vards before the
pursuing bullet took him  hetween
the shoulder blades, sa that his soul
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went out in one great cough.

Ihen MacBean ran and picked
up the little white figure that danced
excitedly on the boulder, straining
her to his broad chest in a paroxysm
of relief. '

“I was fwightened a little bit un-
til I saw you coming,” admitted
Chubby, “but I didn’t "oller. What
makes vou shake so, Beano? Are
vou cold, too ?”

“It's a bit chilly, missie, isn't it
sai¢l the corporal, as he wrapped her
in his jacket and carried her to his
horse.

“What's the matter with those
naughty men?" added Chubby.
“They've gone to sleep.”

“Yes, missie; they're very tired
through being up so early,” ans-
wered the corporal grimly. “Now,
vou go to sleep, too, while we ride
back and find Janet.”

"Why do you keep on kissing
licano?” asked Chubby of Janet,
ever so long after they had found
her.—/London Answeers,

“1 wish I was a great big pud-
ding mamma,"” said little 3-vear-oll
Margie. “Why do vou wish that >
asked the mother. ™ "Cause.” re-
plied the observing miss, “then [
would get lots and lots of sugar put
into me,”

Subseribe  to Toe  WEERLY
Stanve TriseNe, You should read
it every week, as it the best paper
of its kind.

DESIRABLE, BUT CHEAP.

Cubaoon U 8, 1, 2,29, 3.5 and 10c the set..... 15
Cubn 180 very prefty 1, 2,3, 5 and 10¢ set.... 1%

Puerto Ricoon U. 8.1, 2.5 and e set........ loe
Venezueln 1893 5, 10, 25, 30¢ and 1 Bol, set T
:,.’lj varieties Uruguay (vory fine lot) ... WMo

% 8. & C. Awericn (will cut. over e 14e
Allin fine condition. Orders under 3¢ postuge
extra.  Approval books tor reference.

WINFRED PHILLIPS, Glastonbury, Conn.
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Free for the asking.
L. S. REVENUES in fine condition,
forate have large margins.
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2¢ Express blue, |mp¢'rf i A0
s ”1 du

Imper-

3e Telegruph l:rem:
3¢ Plas ing Card,..
ae Proprietory...
10¢ Proprietury...
Abe Forelgn I:.xchanl
e Lense . ccoorrire siannnas
Sle Prohate of Will..
gL Couveyancek L. ]uv. !hetwa 3" J0
2 (0 Bluae nnd Bmck Ynd’ 1*sue G0 .28
They won't last long. U. Rev. Cnta-
logued at 35¢. Free to two rr-r orders.
We will =ell you £0 different, all Issues le
to 3100 for 25e.
THE MICHIGAN STAMPCO.,
DETROIT, MICH.
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146 Woodward Ave,,
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POUND MIXTURE.

We have one of the finest mixture
of U. 5 and Toreign Stamps ever put
on the market at pound rates. It con-
tains a large percentage of nicely
cleaped and soaked stamps, free from
paper. etc. The lot was bought from
missionaries, and is worth fully 50
cents per 1000. [

Our Price, 75¢c. per pound. |

THE STAMP STORE,
Garfield Building, Cleveland, O.

U. . AND FOREIGN.

2c. Red Brown (Error) Envelopes.

These envelopes have been chronicled *'2c. dark claret on white™ and **

FOR ADVANGED COLLECTORS.

Canada Jubllee, $2 used, well cent ..............
Canada Jubllle, $4 used, well cent......
Canada Jubllee, $6 used, well cen!
ﬂle 3 for...
1851 12c. binck ﬁne. used...
u. s‘ 1881, 12c. black. unsevered pair
U. 8§, 1851, 12¢., magnificent unused hori-
zontal palr :ltalugueu at 320 each the
pair for.. 5 ..17 30
U 'Ss. 1861. same, singls ....................... 750
u. s 1866, 90c¢. fine, unused, no gum
U. §. 1861, 12¢., magniﬁcent shlp of 4,
u"ss“s:"{'z I ll hl
. c. afﬂﬂ artoc. fﬂ.-
P P 9 ! ¥ ' 200

ra
S 1861, i12¢ palr on’ part o. ¢, black 75

QEEEE

EC

IKBBI 12c. pair on part v, c., internse
u’s 1861, 240, various shades, aach...... 30
EBOLIVAR.
Scott's No. 67. 10c. red. not ca‘alogued—

disgonal h:f used as Bc., on entire original,
ulther half, $2: both for $3.60.

A handsome celluloid stamp safe free with each
order over 60c.

FOR BEGINNERS.

A unused, mint condition.... A &) 25
Including, Cameroons, Soudan, \In:lngus« ar,
St Pierre, Mignelon, huuclelnupn' Diego Suarez,
Murtlmque Cochin Chiua,India, Atajnuua Benin,
Hennion, Freneh China, Guiana, [vory Const,
Mayotle, Obock, Sencgal, ete.  Price He.

e |Brookiva. § vGED.J. CARTER.

4c. for 4 Mos. patie et oy

ten,  CIRCULATION as large as of any founded

in 1895, PRrick 23c. year and one free exchange
notice  Each number has one or more illustra-

tionsof leading Collectors. *Ad " space and subs.
exchanged for stamps. Particulars for postage.
Exchange Camera prints and negatives from

here to Hurope., Keturn good and more than
received, L. BRODSTONE, Pub.,
Hox 60, SUPERIOR, NEM.
DIDN'T IFILL THE BILL.
“Here's a poem on “Our Daily
bread.” "

What we want
—.:"ft-

“Can't use it.
on our daily bread is hutter.”
lanta Constitution.

2¢, rown on white. "

The history of these envelopes and a copy of the official letler stating why these envelopes
were not printed in carmine, and the cause of the red hrown (error in color) will he sent with each

of these envelapes,

| have secured a few of these envelopes and offer them for

$2.00 EACH.

This price isvery moderate, considering the small quantity which are known to exist.
Please remit by bills or P. O, M, order and not by unused stamps,

C. F. ROTHFUCHS,

318 Washington St., BOSTON, MASS.
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In order to increase the circulation of
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WechlyStamp Lribune

The Publishers will give One Pundred Dollars to those who are
willing to work for the weekly,
THE MONEY TO BE DISTRIBUTED AS FOLLOWS:

30 To the contestant getting the largest number of sub-
scribers to the {leekly; the winner of this prize to
secure not less than One Hundred subscribers.

$20 To the contestant getting the second largest number

of subscribers; the winner to secure not less than
Seventy-five subscribers.

I To the contestant getting the third largest number of
subscribers ; the winner to secure not less than Fifty
subscribers,

$] 0 To the contestant getting the fourth largest number

of subscribers; the winner to secure not less than
thirty subscribers.

5 Each to the two contestants getting the fifth and sixth

$ largest number of subscribers.

$ 2 Each to the five contestants securing the next largest
list of subscribers; and

$ 1 fach to the five contestunts securing the next lurgest
lists of subscribers.

SPECIAL.

All subscriptions entered in this contest will be accepted at

25 Cents per Year.

Send all subscriptions and 25¢ to pay for each as soon as secured, and you
will be duly credited with them as fast as theyv arrive.

Get to work at once and @lin One of These Grand Prizes.

Date on which contest closes will be announced later,

Che Stamp Cribune Publishing €0.,

327 Garfield Bldg., Cleveland, O.
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Price, 3 Cents,

More Retail at Wholesale Prices.
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= A Bargain! =
THAT IS A BARGAIN.

One years subseription to the Philntelic Post,
(regulnr _sub, price 2 centst 100_all different
stumps=, 1000 “Perfeet™ hinges, 7 really rare
stamps, and a whack at that 2,000 variety packet,
(the 1462nd subscribor gets it). 25 cents does the
trick, but svour money baek if not perfectly
satistied.

All npplleation fur smmple copies of the "' Post,"
must be accompanied WI["I Lwo, Lwo cenl stamps,

Nunundah Stamp & Pub. Co.,
SMETHPORT, PA.

ODDS AND ENDS.

100 var. including 3 of Japan new issue ¥,
1000 mixed, good for sheets. .. coviinrinininnn.
4 blank approval hooks to ho
10 Canndn mups (5 shades) ..
2 packets, 50 var. in each
Set Royal Newfonndland
3 Piso, private proprictary.
1 Johnson & Johnson. 1 Cl
1 Pizo. I'rivate propr
150 2 sem Japan, obsolele
100 un\ud Canada, many
200 mixed forelgn, good n.d-urrmﬂn
Cubot set, unused, complete,.,

R. P. BEAR DS L E E
35 Cutler Street, Cleveland, O.

N. B.—Send for approval sheets and circular of
Beardslee's Stamp Exchange.

Set New Cuban Lssne, 1e to 106, Sie
10¢ Bpee. DOlvery .o ,lsL.
U. 8. I. K. Surcharge Inverted, ... ......... .1%e.
Surcharged Cuban E n\llu]I(’H 2e Green on
Awboer only 3000 Tssned, and 2e White, the
I A L L N A e O s e,

Alwve ot =120, M. Onler.

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Refunded.

Wl B. FOZZARD,
West Falmouth, Mulne.

IDIME SiIETs,
Cheapest List Ever Offered in America.
Order by number.

Great Lirita 15 | 40 Mauri l.m~ i
Gustemala, il n
Giuadeloupue o
Honduras. 4
Hungary 1%
Teelamid | | 4% Netherl'ds, unn b
i 10 46 Newfoundland.. 5
A lH lT \u.m-ngua PR
JAMaica.. ..o Now I
10c, each: Il for s:.oo- 42 fnr §3.
Postage extrm on orders under 50¢.
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Na. in Nin |

No. Country. Set. | No. Country. Set. |

25 French Colonies 7 47 Jupan ....oo e 12 |
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BOOMING THE C. P. S.

Yes, the Chivago Philatelic Society is
booming, be ‘ause the me hershave made up
their minds to hustle, and they are hustling.
Any stamp rollector can get many benefits
by joining the C. ¢. 8§, If you are interested
drop me a card f-.r explaintory pamphlet
nnhlnhcd by the <ocicty.

5 While booming the C. P, 8. is strictly

in our line, we are nlso booming the
"Pocket Edition”Stock hooks at 156 cts each,
[about cost of manufacture]; no trade rate,

1 The "“Stamp Buttong’ are'the sensa-
- tion of the year, only 12 cts, %o
space to spare to tell about their value,
Order one, wear it awhile, and you may
make discoveries; 50 cis. per dozen to the
trade.

P. M. Wolsieffer, 75 State Street, Chicago.
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LATEST NE W
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Washington. — More  postage
stamps were issued last month than
during any other month in the his-
tory of the postal service of the
United States. Compared with the
issue of the same month a decade
ago, the sale of stamps shows an in-
crease of g4 per cent. Last month
the sales amounted to $0,105,116, as
against $4,716,650 for January,
1890. The number of stamps issue!
indicates the enormous growth of
the postal service of the country.
Last month there were issued 467 .-
048,545 of all denominations: ten
vears ago the record shows only
230,702,240.

London.—George W. Deavers,
chief of the salaries and allowance
division of the United States post-
office department, has completed his
investigation of the English postal
system, and left to-day for [aris.
where he is to institute the Amevi-
can postal station at the exposition.
“England’s postal service,” he sand
“is better than that of the United
States, in so far as London is con-
cerned, The delivery of mail in this
city, 1 find, is more expeditious than
in Chicago or New York, a fact due
to the larger number of clerks and
carriers emploved here. We necd
about 25 per cent. more employes to
make the American service in the
large centers of population what it
ought to be. Our rural delivery, on
the other hand, is much better than
that in England. The postoffice de-

r EBI{L ARY "’8 1900.
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partment here concentrates its re-
sources for London’s benefit while
all the mail for the small towns is
sent to  the  district  distributing
office ; whereas, in the United States
we send all mail direct to its desti-
nation. | am compelled to say that,
judging from what | have scen.
some American postoffice employes
do as much hefore g o'clock in the
morning as Dritish emploves of the
same grade do all day.”

Washington.—Major Rathbone,
in his report on Cuban postal af-
fairs, recommends the addition of
15 and 50-cent stamps to the current
Cuban issue, and as Guam and the
Philippines  already  have  these
values, the suggestion  will,
doubt, be adopted.

(AR}

Lishon,  Portugal. — 'ortugal’s
Vasco da Gama  commemorative
stamps have turned out a dead fail-
ure, a speculation. The printing of
the stamps and cards cost 63.900.-
000 reis ($30,000) and the sale
vielded only 63,400,000 reis, mak-
ing a deficit of 300,000 reis (S4.-
000 ) .

Williamsville, Mass.—Nr., W,
I3, Hall, the stamp drummer, in a
Tot of Teeland stamps just importer!
direct, get a new  denomination,
viz.: a 4 aur, prettily bi-colored in
grayv and pink. This and 3, 16 an'l
also 30 aur official are coming in the
new perforation.

New Drunswick, N
1% Tlall, the

J—Mr. .

well-known  stamip
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drummer,  spent Washington's
birthday in town. His enormous
stock of stamps was somewhat re-
duced during his stayv, while his
hank account enlarged accordingly.

San Francisco, Cal—Japan has
established postoffices at Soochow,
Hangchow, Sashe and Amoy, in
China: and at Mokpo, in Korea.

Derlin—A German stamp dealer
was the successful hidder on the
Philippine remainders recently sold
at auction. The price paid is said
to have been over 200,000 marks.

New York—Nicaragua's new set
of stamps for 1900 is making its an-
pearance. It consists of 38 stamps
— 30 postage and 8 telegraphs. The
stamps are very handsome.

SCRATCHINGS.

LY M. A, DELL.

\When Jumbo wasstruck and killed
by a railroad engine at London,
Omntario, in 18835, I’ T. Barnum at
once  telegraphed  to Professor
Ward, a taxidermist of Rochester,
N. Y., to superintend the saving of
the skin and hones of the hig ele-
phant.

A My Smith, who worked under
'rof. Ward, savs:

“It took us Ave hours to remove
the skin and then we worked hard
for fiftecen hours more cutting the
flesh from the bones. Tt was the
- hardest davs work that T ever did,
but we were well paid, getting a
dollar an hour.

“In Jumbo's stomach we found
an assortment of odds and ends that
wonld have gladdened the heart of
a junk dealer. There was about a
peck of stones as large as hens’
coes, and a collection of coins m
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which a majority of the civilized

nations of the earth were repre-

sented. There were FFrench francs,
German marks, Austrian thalers,
Iinglish shillings, pence and farth-
ings, and American half-dollars,
quarters, dimes and. mickels. Be-
sides these there were a large num-
her of bad car seals, and even an
IZnglish policeman’s whistle. Jumlio
was evidently an active coin collec-
tor. Too bad he was not just as
fond of stamps.”

One of the hest of the newer
papers is the Buckeve Philatelist,
We have no other reason for men-
tioning this except our natural ad-
miration for the same and a desire
to call the attention of others to this
rising monthly,

One of our prominent stamp
journals is advertising the “Life of
Mr. Moody." Next in order will
he “Dibles.”

An excellent article on the postal
service appeared in the Saturday
L:vening Post for February 1oth,

The Vebruary Montreal Philatel-
ist contains a letter from R, C. Bach
i which he thanks all his friends in
the United States and Canada for
their kind letters and is thankful all
have not turned against him on ac-
count of that (:. 3. Is. affair, [le
promises when he gets back to re-
fund every cent, and then savs it is
not much anyway.  In my mind he
admits his guilt n this letter, but is
ready to atome for any wrong he has
committed.

OBEYED INSTRUCTIONS.

Auntic.—Where is the
vou had saved up last week ?

Tommy.—TFather said T was to
save it up for a rainy dav. It was
a rainy day vesterday, and so I
spent it —Til-Rils,

money
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THE GREATEST BUSINESS OF
THE WORLD,

The growth of postage in this
country is amazing. In 1800 there
were 9o3 postoffices, 20,817 miles of
mail routes, and revenues of $280,-
804. To-day the postoffices number
over 70,000. There are nearly half
a million miles of mail routes, and
to use the words of the president’s
message, “the expenditures and the
revenues will much exceed one hun-
dred millions during the current
year.”  The last congress was
obliged to increase the postal appro-
priations sixteen millions of dollars,
and it is more than likely that the
present congress will*have to add
millions more to these extraordi-
nary figures. The growth of the
postal work goes on, and so far this
vear is ahead of all previous per-
10ds.

The postal service of the Unitad
States is the greatest business con-
cern of the world, In the course of
a vear it handles from four to five
billion pieces of matter—over 30
per cent. more than the postal ser-
vice of Great Dritain—about 100
per cent. more than the postal ser-
vice of Germany, and over 100 per
cent. more than the postal service of
IFrance. There are two reasons
why it is not self-supporting: It
does an enormous business for the
government and its departments,
and for congress and the different
hranches of the service, for which it
does  not receive a penny.,  The
franking privilege which was voted
to the presidents as an exceptional
honor one hundred years ago, is
now exercised hy thousands of con-
oressmen and officeholders, and the
result is tens of thousands of tons
of mail matter carried free.

But even with thia gratuitous ser-
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vice the department might show a
profit were it not for the fact that
it loses a great deal of money on
certain classes of mail which it car-
ries, Mr. E. C. Madden, third as-
sistant postmaster-general, declares
that a proper classification last vear
would have made an increase of
fourteen millions in the revenues of
the department, and the president in
his message stated that if the wrong
exercisc of the privilege of the
pound rate could have been cor-
rected there would have been last
year, instead of a deficit of $6,610,-
000, a surplus on one basis ot $17.-
637,570, and on another of $5,733.-
836. Postmaster-General  Smith
places the loss on second-class mat-
ter at over $20,000,000 a vear,
Thus we see that instead of losing
money  the  department  could e
carning a very great profit.—Sa/nr-
day Post.

SYTIMPATHY.

Mrs. Greaves—llerbert suffered
dreadfully yesterday morning from
shooting pains.

Mrs. Cutter (who does not love
Mrs. Greaves, sweetly).—What a
shame! Mr. Cutting mentioned
that he saw lim last nmight “half
shot."—N., Y. World.

Johnny, aged 6, is a wise son who
not only knows his own father, but
his uncle as well. “Now, Johnny,”
said the teacher, "if vour father can
o a piece of work in one hour and
your Uncle Tom can do it in one
hour, how long would it take both
of them to do it?"" “Two hours,”
answered Johnny, “including the
time they wasted in arguing about
how it should be done."—Chicage
Daily Nezos,



OF INTEREST TO ALL,
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INSUPERABILIS,

Some one is slowly but surely cir-
culating counterfeited surcharges
of the 3¢ numeral and maple leaf is-
sues of Canada. 1 had correspon-
dence from a person in Toronto
who signed as ]. R. Bracebridge,
asking me if 1 would offer him soc¢
per 100 for the Canadian surcharges
evenly mixed. His writing, etc., in-
cicated that he was from ‘“‘way
hack.” 1 agreed to that price, and
three days later received a consign-
ment of 1,000 surcharges. They
were undoubtedly counterfeits, ap-
parently being done with a rubber
stamp. * They can be easily detected
as there is no vertical stroke on the
tail of the 2. T returned the stamps
asking how much he wanted to sur-
charge 3¢ maple leaf and numerals
per 100.

It is very disgusting to receive
every day a number of new papers
as sample copies,  The example
shown by Messrs. J. C. Morgenthan
& Co., of New York, withdrawirg
the postoffice is a good one, but it
would have henefited philately much
more if two or three little papers
dropped out of the race. The bettor
class of dealers should not advertise
in these papers and so  support
them. If this was followed out the
number of insignificant little month-
lies would quickly diminish.

The WeekLy Stamr Trinuse
once visited the Y. M. C. A. here.
It was an object of curiosity to some
who never took any interest in
stamps, and by those who did every
word was devoured with avidiiy,
We see very few philatelic papers at
the Y. M. C. A. here, but when they
do comie they stimulate philatelic in-
terest greatly. Come again!
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A large collection of over 8,000
varicties changed hands the other
day for a sum between $5,000 and
$10,000. Neither the buyer or
seller will give any information on
that point. It contained many rare
stamps. Canada was complete ex-
cluding minor varieties. There was
also a splendid showing in Unite
States. There were none of the
common continentals or 1, 2, 3¢
stamps in it. 1t is said to have cost
the previous owner but $1,500, so
that he has a pecuniary gain as well
as all the pleasure he must have de-
rived from it.

One non-collector said to me the
other day: "I don’t see what you
stamp fiends see in  stamps.”
“Well,” T replied, “there is a fasci-
nation about them that holds us to
them.” And [ showed him a couple
sets: one was the 1898-99 set of
Hayti, and the other was 184 set
of Congo. When he saw them he
said: “Say, they are prettv: what
will vou take for them?™ 1 sold
them to him, and he has taken wp
collecting. Of course 1 warned him
not to buy every pretty stamp and
gave him a few hints, He will, |
am sure, soon know a few pointers
ahout stamps.

THE STAMP TRIBUNE,

VOL. | COMPLETE.
Price 68 Cents.

Prices on singie numbers quoted on re-
ceipt of want list and return postage.

Che Stamp Tribume Pub. Qo.

327 Qarfield Bldg.,

Cleveland, O,
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THE CONDITION CRANK.

BY JOMHN PELTZ.

There are many collectors of
stamps who colleet them in different
ways. Some devote themselves en-
tirely to one branch, collecting ad-
hesives, or entire envelopes oniy,
etc. And there are many collectors
who are satisfied with any stamp,
even if it is damaged a little, such
as small corner missing, a perfora-
tion gone, etc., as long as it is a
stamp. There are the happy-go-
lucky collectors of stamps who are
casily satisfied, and with whom
dealers are glad to trade, Dut there
are others: the condition crank col-
lector, as he has been called, and it
is he who causes dealers lots of
trouble, because he invariably wants
evervthing in the pink of perfection
at 50 to 735 per cent. off current cat-
alogue prices. Dut dealers cannot
give such an enormous discount on
perfect stamps because if they do
they lose money in the transactions.
This condition question has led to
the inevitable hut natural result that
many dealers are selling stamps in
two classes. fine and poor; charging
more for the first class, since, in
most cases, these are really scarce,
and therefore not so easy to obtain,
and it s all right and perfectly
proper for dealers to sell them at a
higher price than poor specimens,
but it is strange that the condition
crank collector is not willing to pay
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for this extra charge on fine over
poor stamps.

Mexican stamps are not much in
demand at present, but when they
will he the condition crank will have
a hard time of it, for here, in nearly
every issue, the stamps are poorly
printed, perforated, etc.

The Scott Stamp Co. should price
stamps in poor condition and in fine
condition separately, and if they did
it would put philately on a surer
and firmer basis than ever, since
both dealer and collector would he
benefited thereby.

HAS QUEER DUTIES.

One of the oldest clerks in the
postal service. and probably the
oldest in New York city, is a deaf
mute—~Ciustave  FFersenheim, who
recently celebrated his seventy-hfth
hirthday and the thirtieth anniver-
sary of his service in the govern-
ment employ,  The mute's particu-
lar duty is to feed the drove of cats
in the federal building.  In this he
takes a special delight, and cvery
day for years his peculiar call is
heard at the noon hour.

Then the cats assemble in the
basement of the building.  Fersen-
heim cuts meat up into thin slices
and scatters them on the floor. A
pan of water and more than a gal-

lon of milk are also on the foor,
and the entire repast is devoured in
less than ten minutes,

A special allowance is made by
Uncle Sam for the provisions for
the cats.
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EDITORIALS.

And still they come. Testimon-
ials from our advertisers reach ns
almost daily. Ilere are a few:

I'lagler, Ia., Febh. 24, 1900.

Gentlemen:—1 was surprised at
the returns I received from my last
ad in your valuable paper. 1 am
well pleased, and will say that if
anyone wants to advertise in a
paper that brings results, just try
the WeEEKLY Stame TrIBUNE #

L. H. Reed.
IFeh. 22, 1900.

Gentlemen : —Our ad of  recent
date in your paper has more than
pleased ns. The results are literaily
hevond our expectations, being far
better than those from all the other
© papers combined.

Forest Stamp Co.

Cleveland, O., I'eh, 22, 1900.
My ad in the WeekLy S, T,

Ioston, Mass..

has
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paid me much better than [ even ex-
pected it to do. I get several an-
swers daily, and am naturally very
much pleased.

R. P. Beardslee.

We have received catalogue of
Bogert & Durgin Co.’s 139th sale.
to be held at Philadelphia March 16
and 17, 1900, The sale comprises

1,012 lots of which about one-fourth
are of U, S. Several scarcities are
included.

IFrom Kansas City, Mo., comes
the news of a new stamp paper. It
is to be known as “Grant’s Monthly
Philatelist,” and is promised by
May 1st, 1900, [f the publisher's
promises are to be given a literal ac-
ceptation the newcomer will be a
hummer.
50 cents, and if price counts for
anvthing the magazine should he
one of the best monthlies in
field, Since the demise of  the
New York “Stamps™ there is room
for such a paper, and we trust that
Mr. Grant will amply satisfy us.

The subscription price is

the

EASY FOR A WOMAN.

Iraggles—I know a woman who
had twins and one of them was five
months older than the other.

Miss Ingenue.—How perfectly
absurd! Twins have to he horn at
the same time.

Braggles (with a superior air)—
Yes: but they don’t have to die at
the same time—N, V. [I"orld,
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TWO LETTERS.

The picture was a decidedly
pretty one—there was a sloping
lawn leading down to the river
Thames. An old-fashioned house
with gabled roof and French win-
dows, stood in the batkground. The
windows were all open, for the day
was a hot one in July. By one of
them a girl stood in a white dress,
with a crimson rose fastened into
her belt. She was a pretty girl,
with rippling black hair, a rich
complexion, and fine sparkling
eyes. She stood leaning against the
window sill.  She was impervious
to the beauty of the landscape at the
moment. Her eyes were lowered ;
she was reading a letter. The letter
was on thick paper. The handwrit-
ing was large. Four sides of the
paper were covered, but four sides
of that paper in that special hand-
writing need not contain a great
deal. The girl, however, found a
deeper color coming into her face as
she read. She was scarcely an in-
stant devouring the words, then the
letter fell from her hands to the
grass at her feet. A little terrier
came up and began to worry it. She
did not notice him : she was looking
mtently out over the summer scene -
her eves had a troubled, wistful,
puzzled expression in them,

“It’s awful to think of the two
letters coming the same day,” she
said to herself. "Of course, I know
what this letter contains.” Here
she looked down at an unopened en-
velope which she was holding firm-
ly clasped in her right hand. She
hesitated as she glanced at it, and
with an cffort she took the seconil
letter out of its cover and read the
following words:

“Dear Margot: TFor God's sake,
don’t give vourself to that other fel-
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low because he is rich. You know
perfectly well that I love you to dis-
traction. Yours,
“Robt. Cecil.”

“Margot, Margot,” shouted a gay
voice. Some little steps were heard
on the gravel, and a girl of 11 or 12
years of age, with a quantity of hair
falling over her shoulders, ran
around the house and up to Mar-
got’s side,

“Sir Peter Ansell is coming down
the avenue, Margot—he is driving
his mail phacton tandem, and it’s
perfectly splendid to see him. Why,
how funny you look, and what is
that letter which Gip is worrying!
Oh, Margot, it's in Sir Peter’s hand-
writing."

“Pick up all the bits, Polly, do,
do,” exclaimed the elder girl. “Oh,
vou wicked Gip, what a nuisance
you are. Why, I had scarcely read
the letter, and—and”—

“Was it very important ¥ asked
I’olly, who was down on her knees
lielping to collect the scattered frag-
nments.

“Oh, I suppose so; well, it does
not matter. Is Sir Peter coming
round here, Polly? Do [ look all
right 2"

“You look splendid,” said Polly,
with emphasis. “Of course he’s
coming round here. It's vou he has
come to visit—we all know what he
wants. Oh, Margot, do say ves to
him. I do want to drive a tandem
so dreadfully, and Dob said, this
morning, he was going to get a
pony first thing out of that old beg-
gar of an Ansell, see if he wasn't.
You have got to say yes, and sec’
that vou do. Oh, what letter is that
vou are crushing in your hand 2"

“Nothing—nobody's letter,” said
Margot, incoherently. “How do
vou do, Sir Peter?” She held out
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her hand to a stout, florid-looking
man who now approached.

“Well, T thought I'd come over
to make sure of seeing you early,”
he said. “I knew vou’'d be about
reading my letter now, and I
thought I'd strike while the iron
was hot.”

And here he looked significantly
at Polly, who thought it best (o
make herself scarce.

All the color had fled from Mar-
got's face. Tt was perfectly white—
her eyes had the expression of a
creature caught in a trap.

Sir Peter Ansel, however, was
not a keen observer of human na-
ture. If he noticed anything in
Margot IForrester’s face, he set her
emotion down to the delight with
which she had received his offer of
marriage.

“Well, Margot,” he said, “you
have read my letter, and, of course,
it's to be yes, isn't it 7—you do love
me a little bit, don’t yvou?"

“Yes, I like you,” said Margot,
making a desperate effort,

“Well, that's pleasant to hear—
vou can easily change like into love,
now can’t you?"

Margot thought of Dob, who
wanted good schooling: of Polly,
who was running wild, without any
choice of growing up as a young
lady should ; of her father, who was
over head in debt, and of her
mother, who had been worried
straight out of this world by money
CATes.

She shut away the picture of the
man who had sent her the other let-
ter. “After all,” she said to herself,
“what does one girl’s life matter?
Sir Peter is a millionaire, and he
can save us all.  Yes, I'll marry
him.”

She turned her face toward the

WEEKLY STAMP TRIBUNE.

burly countenance of her lover, and
said bravely:

“You are very kind to me, and [
suppose I'll love you in time.”

“Yes, that you shall, and pretty
soon, too,” he answerea. “Now,
give me a kiss, Margot."”

Margot held up her cheek—Sir
P’eter put his arm around her and
kissed her several times,

The rest of the day passed in a
sort of dream. There was excite-
ment and delight in the Forrester
household.  Margot was kissed,
blessed and congratulated by every
soul in the place, Sir Peter had a
long and eminently satisfactory in-
terview with Mr. Forrester. Mar-
got wondered how she was ever to
go through with it. That other let-
ter seemed to bhurn a hole in her
pocket. She felt it wherever she
went to drag her down as if with a
sort of weight.

“You know perfectly well that 1
love vou to distraction.”

This sentence  kept  repeating
isclf over and over in her disturbed
mind.

Sir 'eter was coming back to late
dinner, and special preparations
were being made in his honor.  Mr.
Forrester was uncorking some of
his latest good Durgundy—Polly
was filling all the vases with fresh
Aowers.  There was a festive air
over everything.

Dinner was to be at half-past
seven.

At half-past six, Margot put on
her hat and went out. The great
heat of the day was tempered now
by a gentle breeze. Margot meant
to give herself half an hour of soli-
tude.  She meant during that half-
hour to read Cecil's letter, and then
tear it into tiny fragments. When
the letter was torn up, perhaps that
tiresome sentence, “You know I
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love you to distraction,” would
cease to haunt her.

She went down to the bank of the
river, and seating herself under a

tree took out the letter,

She had scarcely done so before a
manly  voice shouted her name.
There was the dip of oars, and the
gentle swish of a boat being pro-
pelled rapidly forward. Cecil, in
boating costume, pulled up under
the tree where Margot was sitting.
In a moment he had jumped out,
secured the boat, and was at her
side,

“Now, this is luck,” he exclaimed.

“To think that | should find von
here, and absolutely reading my let-
ter. O, I say, Margot, is it—is it
all right?”  His bronzed face was
pale as he asked the question, his
vaice shook.

"No, it's all wrong,"” said Margot,
with a sudden passion. “Oh, Roi-
ert, I'm not strong enough—I could
not withstand them all. We are so
fearfully poor—and father’s debis.
Robert, I could not help myseli—
someone had to be sacrificed.”

“You don’t mean to tell me.” saud
Cecil, interrupting her and grasping
her arm with such foree that she
eried out with pain, “vou don’t mean
to tell me, Margot, that after my
Jetter you Thave gone and—and
wiven yourself to that fellow ™

“Yes, | have”” said Margot,
hursting into a passion of tears. I
have, and he's coming back to din-
ner and I must go.”

“Look at me, Margot.” said the
voung man. “You don’t love him?”

“*No."

“And you do love me 7™

X eb

“Then don't vou think you're

doing a very wicked thing, a very
unfair thing, to Sir Peter?
“I am marrving him hecause he 1s
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rich,” said Margot, “and to help all
the others. When a girl has a
father and brothers, and sisters, she
must sacrifice herself sometimes. |
never told him that I loved him.”

“Did vou tell him that vou loved
me "

“No."”

"I repeat that vou are doing
wrong, Margot, and no good will
come of 1t.”

Cecil sprang down the bank once
more and jumped into the boat.
Margot returned to the house.

In the hall she was met by Polly.

“Margot,” she exclaimed, “I
don’t know what can be going on,
but Sir Peter arrived here about a
quarter of an hour ago, and he was
not dressed  for dinner, and he
seemed to be in a most awful rage
about something. He is with father
in the study. [ was listening at the
door and 1 heard his voice getting
louder and louder, and father trving
to soothe him.  Oh, there, | hear
the door opening and father is cail-
ing vou. Run, Margot, do run, and
findd out what is the matter.  Oh,
dear, dear,” and vour face all
stained with cerving,  Are things
going to turn out wrong after all 2"

“Margot,” called her father,
“ecome here at once.”

She obeyed him immediately,  He
took her hand, drew her into the
study, and locked the door.

Sir Peter. whose face was alarm-
ingly red, was standing on  the
hearth-rug. He came straight up
to Margot when she entered the
roon.

“Now. voung lady.,” he said, "1
want to ask you a plain question. s
that my letter that [ wrote to you
this morning, or is it not *”

Here he held up a much-chewed
and disfigured morsel of paper.

“Yes."” said Margot. looking at it.
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“I'm really very sorry,” she ex-
claimed. *“Gip has been chewing
it_”

“You hear her,” exclaimed Sir
Peter, turning to Forrester. “You
see, she confesses the whole thing.
Now what excuse have you to make
for such conduct, Miss Forrester?”

“Margot could have known
nothing about it,” began Mr. For-
rester,

“Yes, I did,” said Margot : “I saw
him doing it, but the fact is 1 was
so husy reading another letter that I
did not wait to stop him. Sir
P’eter,” she continued, 1 made a
mistake when [ said ‘yes,’ this
morning—I can’t go on with my
engagement. | find that [—I don’t
love you—that | shall never love
vou, and that 1 do love someone
else,”

"Dy Jove,” exclaimed Sir Peter,
“isn’t that a nice confession to
make? | write you a proposal of
marriage, and you allow vour dog
to chew up my letter.  You accept
me in the morning, and you reject
me in the evening, and finally you
tell me that vou love another man
better than me.  Don’t vou think
you have behaved very badly 7

“I do.”" answered Margaret., 'l
have behaved dreadfully both to yeu
and to the other man.”

She left the room without an-
other word and went up to her bed-
room,

The day had begun badly, and
now it was going to end badly.
Margot did not dare to return to the
hosom of her justly-aggrieved fam-
ily again that night. She cried a
great deal, finally she took Cecil’s
letter and read it carefully over—
not once, hut many times, Then she
raised it to her lips and kissed it
passionately, and then she got into
bed, and, holding it open in her
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palm, she went to sleep with it
pressed against her cheek.

When she awoke the next mora-
ing she felt less unhappy ; in short,
things seemed to have cleared
themselves a little in her brain.

She no longer felt that it was her
duty to sacrifice herself for her fam-
ily.

[t so happened that Cecil, who
had called early at the house that
morning, was able to confirm her in
this opinion.—Lt. Meade in Hart-
ford Courant.

THE MARK OF THE LYDY.

The house surgeon of a London
hospital was attending to the injur-
ies of a poor woman whose arm had
been severely bitten.  As he was
dressing the wound he said: I
cannot make out what sort of a
creature bit vou. This is too small
for a horse's hite and too large for
a dog's.”

“Oh, sir,” replied the patient, it
wasn’t a animal: it was another
Ivdy.,"—Collicr's I cekly.

Mother—\What is the matter
with you children: why do vou
make so much noise ?

Ella—I am so cold on my back
and want yon to cover me,

Mother.—And vou, Clara, what
are you crying for?

Clara—You did not hear Ella
and so—I helped her cry.

An important decigion was ren-
dered recently in the Berlin courts,
Herr Franz Reichenheim, while Tiv-
ing in London in 1896, bought of R,
Loewe, of Berlin, a Basel “dove"
stamp, which he placed in his col-
lection. At the international stamp
exhibition in London in 1897, the
judges  pronounced this  stamp
A1 UORBUILIEXD IISO[D () “shoq
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stamp was found to be an essay.
Herr Reichenheim at once returned
it to Loewe and demanded that the
price be refunded. Loewe refused,
Suit was entered, and the defense
pleaded that Reichenheim had re-
ceived the stamp on approval, with
full opportunity to have its genuine-
ness tested, and that, therefore, the
seller was not liable.  On  this
ground the case was decided
against the plaintiff in the lower
courts. Reichenheim appealed to
the superior courts, however, amd
finally won, the superior judges
holding that the sale to him was
frawdulent.  Loewe having repre-
sented that he was offering a stamp,
whereas the article offered was only
an essay, and no more to be regard-
cd as a stamp than an essay made
by @ hanknote designer is to be re-
carded as a banknote.  Locwe has,
accordingly, been compelled to re-
imburse Reichenheim in full, with
the addition of interest at 5 per
cent,

I2. J. Nankiv rcll says in his letter
from London: “Perhaps a word or
two may be of service in picking up
modern issues of the Transvaal. Of
the 18835 issue there are various per-
foratioms.  In Scott’s  catalogue
these are all jumbled up together.
Iint those perforated 134 are very
scarce and  should be secured as
soon as possible, At double Scott's
catalogue they would be bargains.
The A gray, Scott’s No. gg, is sell-
ing at all sorts of prices. from 1s,
ad toros and over, and is the rarest
of the lot. Only the 1d, 4d, 6d and
1< are found perf. 136, Mr. Nan-
kivell poohpoohs the rumor that the
oers are snrcharging Cape (,'nlun_\
stamps with the letters “S. A. R.”
[ they used any ~.unlnrrfv he SAVS,
it would be “Z. A, R.” (Zuid Afri-
kansche Republick).
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Allegheny=-Pittsburgh, Pa.

The regulur monthly meeting of
the Iron City Philatelic Society
was held Thursday, February 22 at
the residence of Mr., W. S. Coe,

127 Webster ave., Pittsburg, P’a,
A very large attendance, President
Bohm in the chair.

Charles Pahl and R, Townsend
were elected to membership and
several new applications for mem-
bership were received,

Nominations for different oflices
were next offered ;: President, Louis
Bohn, Jr., A. Platy: Vice l’lest..
Harry Melvin: Treas.,, W, S, Coc:
Sec’y, Emil N. I\'ieﬁ-r, (un. Shep-
pard: Ex-Supt.. Max Arnhcim,
Auction Mgr. Ilenry Hunt ; Coun-
terfeit Detector. AL Platy.  Nomi-

nations  closed, election at next
meeting.
Mr, Martin, who is at present

attending a military school, showed
what great interest he took in the
Society by offering his residence as
next meeting place; same was ac-
cepted,

Society  will have their
meeting room u settled fact; it's
about sure.  Will be same one as
Twin City mcets in.

Auction sule brought fine prices
Majority brought .lbn\c 30 percent.,
of cit.

A lunch served. then meeting
adjourned after having pussed vote
of thanks to Mr. Coc for the amia-
ble manner in which lie entertained
them,

soamn

An o Lnglish boys® periodical  re-
cently took a vote on the reercation
that its readers preferred.  In a list
of  twenty-two  pastimes, foothall
came first and stamp collecting was
eighth.
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Protecting the Foolish.

Not only is this good postal ser-
vice a method of speed, enterprise
and safety—for instance, the Regis-
try Division last vear handled for
the Treasury and Post-Office De-

partments $1,800,000,000
without the loss of a single penny
—Dbut it is an alert watcher for all
sorts of swindling, and it literally
saves millions of dollars every year
to the credulous people of the coun-
try. It stands between the robbers
and their victims. [t is to the
credit of the Post-Office Depart-
ment that it did more to kill the
lLouisiana Lottery Company and the
whole lottery evil than all other
agencies and influences  combined.
And recently when one of the new
Napoleons of finance in New York
was filching hundreds of thousands
of dollars from the foolish on prom-
ises of 3520 per cent. annually, it
was the Post-Office  Department
that saved what could he saved for
the victims and put a stop to the
other schemes of that kind. In the
petty swindles of the day it is about
the only means we have for protect-
m;_l; the people.

THE TRANSVAAL' WAR.

TRANSVAAL,

alone

Our packet of 50 varietiesincludes Rhodesia
high values, Cape and surcharged Orange
Free State, Zululand, ete., Price $1.00

Canada, Maple Leaves.

S¢ per 100,
fic per 100,
Sc¢ per 100,
10¢ per 100,

Cash must accompany m-der and 1fstam s
are notdperfrt tly satisfactory, money will

returned.
A. F. PUGH,
Winnipeg, Canada.
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V979992V Ve
BARGAINS.
S Cuban Stamps. :

Cataloging 41 cents. 1 Pocket Album,
My Price List For 12c. Post Free. s

H. C. CROWELL,
Varieties of

206 Superior Street,
Postage Stamps ﬂ

lu“ Postage 2c.

Unly onc to each customer, and order must con-
tain two envelopes nddrossed to amaleur col-
tectors. E
U. 3. Rev. (new! e to £100, ... Set of 12...... e
“Roman States,...... ices - AN T
Peru, 15888 eomplete,..,
*(Costa H]Ln 1850, 1 ta He,
*Bavaria Return Letter, .
No. Borueo, '8;-"02, 1e to 10,
100 Approval Sheets, tinest mmlu
1,000 Quaker Hinges, Se, 5,004)...

QUAKER STAMP CO., Toledo. ‘

Cleveland, Ohio.
%

For alp gtninps from n general collec”

tion, Cheap. Also Some
Match and Medicine. Send refercoces.

S. L. FUTER, 431 N. 4ist 51, Philadelphia, Pa.

DESIRABLE, BUT CHEAP.

Cuba on U. 8.1, 2, 2%, 3,5 and 10¢ the get..... 15
Cuba 1804 very preu.y I. 2, 3, 5and le set...A 12¢

Puerte Ricoon 1. 5.1, 2, 5 and 10¢ set........ 10e
Venezuela 1843 5, ]tl. 25, e nnd 1 Bol. pre e
20 mﬁetie» Urumw:r {very fine lot) .. e
] S. & C. America (will cat- over 50e  12¢

All in fine condition. Orders under Hle postage
extra. Approval books for reference.

WINFRED PHILLIPS, Glastonbury, Conn.

AL AL T NS AL IS AT

QUR 1900
Cata’og tickles the Philsiclic palate, Tts
Fres for the nsking.
U, S. REVENUES in fine condition,
fornte have large marigins,
Prices way down.  Cat,price Our
2e Express blue, imperf 25 a0
de Telewraph ireen
He Pl ing Card
e Proprietory
10¢ Proprictory.....
50¢ Foreign Excha;

e Probate of “’ll ¥
§1.00 Conveyanced L.
2 00 Blue nnd Biack, 2n | ‘
They won't last long. U. Hev. Cata-
logued at 35¢. Free to two ﬁr».r orders.

We will sell you 50 different, all {ssues le
to $1 00 for Se.
THE MICHIGAN STAMPCO.,
146 Woodward Ave., DETROIT, MICH. 2

Imper-




WEEKLY STAMP TRIBUNE.

LARGEST Stamp

4C for 4 MonthS- Monthly of Amer-

ica, Size CircuLATION, Compare it to any,
Philatelic West. Box 60 Superior Neh, Founded
in 18g5 regular price 25¢c with one free notice in
exchange column, Each No, has one or more
illustrations of leadmg collectors Tos, Depts to
Postal cards. Camera, Ind. Belics, ect, Ad space
and subscriptions for stamps. 'Particulars for
postage, Publisher exchanges stamps. Camera
prints, from Ne timuwa taken here to Furope.
Return good and more than reed,
L. BRODSTONE, SureErIOR, NER.
Publisher of Phil. Wesl, & Camera News,

SAMPLE COPY FREE.
used and unused Hawaii,

156 \f'A R S ete., 16e, Soudon unused,

Camel Trooper 1,2, 4, 5m, 1 P., only 23¢.; 420 fine-
1y assorted foreign used and unu,u.mf. 10,
FOREST STAMP CO., 47 Winter St., Boston, Mass.

WANTED

Every ecollector in the 1nited States and
Canada to send for & releetion of my approval
sheets at 30 per cvent. commission and receive 5S¢
worth F* IR € &, Scnd today. Meanwhile buy
these,

1 set 1895 surcharged North Borneo Cat 91 for... vU-,
1 set 1894 Boliven completo (Cat Sle for......

Barbados 1882, 4 p hrown Cat 06 for.....
New Foundland 1887 fe blue Cat 06 for... .. ...

‘\llllﬂ',‘lﬂ.

F. R. NICOLLE,
295 Alfred St.  KINGSTON, CANADA.

We solicit correspondence with all
buyers of stamps to whom we send on
approval the finest selection on the
market at Low Pricess. We are always
ready to buy good stamps, no trash
wanted. This week we offer fine copy

90c U. S. 1869 for only $12.50

BOSTON STAMP CO,,
43 NILK STREET, Boston, ass.
J. FAVILL CAPRON, Mgr.

 SETS|

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, 20, 25, ¢,

—']

Mexico 1884-4),

I}]: 2p. (all mmmd} M
Costa Ruea, 1802, 1 W e e
Roumam |s (LA 1%

) B Jiinsennnianiinna e
Greet'u lfllmirmn gsmen ]. e
Sweden, 1897 Jubilee Postal, . 12¢

Postage extra.
M. TAUSIG, 9 East 108th 5t N. Y. City.

A KLONDIKE OFFER.

1250 Varieti E ket
Ol comat D370 BYEEA e,

No common continental stamps whatever,
but only the better class from all parts of the

globe, Any dealer or agent can easily
clear to by selling
from $|5 = $20 off sheets.

We punarantee safe delivery, Reference:—

M. L. Vaughn, Flagler, lowa.
Packets Which Contain Duplicates.

Pk, No, G, ]05 Stamps .......................... 10cts
42 S 1 w=Dcts
v gt - -3 75 r'y Obcts
4 vy 320 9" .40cts
s v, 1000 M LBlets

Dealers ! Dealers!
PLERFECT STAMP HINGES

at

$1.05 per 20,000.
$2.00 per 40,000,
| want 1000 Honest Agents to handle my
approval books at 50 per cent. Every one
sending fur agents-ship with a good reference
and 4 cents tor postage will receive free 500
hinges and 50 foreign stamps. Address all
orders to

LLOYD HARRINGTON REED,
Flagler, Box 47, lowa.

~ FOR ADVANCED BﬂllEGTDHS

Canada Jubilee, $2 used, well cent .. ..5125
Canada Jubiile, $4 used. well cent... . 225
Canada lubliu. $6 used, well cenl .. 250
l'h 3 for .. 300
1851 |'2c b'lck. ﬂrll! used 100

s, 1867, 12c. black. wunsevered palr
.S. 18571, 12¢. magnificent vnused hori-
zo0ntal palr, clulogued at 920 ucll the
pair for.., .17
U Ss. 185). nme llngll it F

=¢:

888

U.S. 1856 90c fine, unused. i{o'gu
u. s. 1861, 12¢c., mngmﬁcent anlp of 4.
und TAFR......

'Bl 12¢c. nllr ‘on part 0. C. 2y Ilglll gnr. 2

U. s 186! ‘l2e” nir on parl 0. € ; ‘black 75
u. ? IBGI‘ 12c, nalr on part v, c., inlcnse

ck .. o
U.S. 1861, 24c.. various shades. each........ 30

BOLIVAR.

Scott's No. 67, 10c. red. not catalogued—
di gonal h If used as Gc., on entire original,
either hall, §2: both for $3.50.

A handsome celluloid stlmn safe free with each
order over BOc.

FOR BEGINNERS.

34 anused, wint condition.... ... 80 25
Ineluding, Cameroons, boudnn. \In(]ngn&nr.
St, Pierre, Miquelon, Giuadeloupe, Diego Suares,
artinique, Cochin China, Indu..dnjuunn Benin,
Reunion, French Chios, Guians, Ivory Const,
Muyotte, Oboek, Senegal, ele.  Price 2e.

faraee | 320l ¥ GED.J. CARTER.

Extra



128 WELEKLY STA

MP TRIBUNE.

Two Dollars In Value, For
One Dollar In Cash.

In getting possession of the stock of stamps formerly owned by The
Stump Trust and 8. P. Lev, weshaye naturally become overstocked in some
things, and in order to get rid of them quickly offer the following lots at

65 vars. U. 5. Colonies.  This packet |
was a great seller when first introduced
by the Stamp Trust. It contains stamps
from Hawaii, Phillipines, Puerto Rico,
and Cuba, We haveseveral of them and

and offer them at ONE DOLLAR.

A pound and a half of our popular 17, |
S. and Foreign Mixture, worth fully 50 ‘
cents per thousand, UNE DOLLAK.

Our great 400 var. packets is simply

without a rival, It is true that others

offer it as cheap, but for quality ours
stands head and shoulders above them
all, LEach packet contains a stampscat. ‘

at $1.00. Our price. ONE DOLLAR. |

Any Two lots for $1.80; fou
of the six lot

REMIT MONEY BY . 0.,

|  Asplendd mixture

ONE DOLLAR EACH.

115 vars. of U. S. stamps.
the best [V, 8.
this price.

This is

packet on the market at

It contains many scarce

stamps and a completeset of Columbians

1c-15¢.  Dirt cheap at our price of ONE
DOLLAR,.

200 mixed unused stamps cat. value

over £5, nicely assorted and in perfect
| condition. ONE DOLLAR

ol 500 Foreign
stamps. The very thing for approval
sheets, or for exchanging.  The mixture
contains stamps lrom Hawaill, new is-

sues from  Switzerland, Netherlands,

New South Wales, and many other de-
sirable stamps. Catalogues over %10,
Price ONE DOLLAR,

r lots $3 50 or one of each
s, only $5.00.

OR BILLS. NO STAMPS

ACCEPTED.

THE STAMP STORE,

Garfield Building,

CLY-VELAND, 0.
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Portugal....

67 S.Af'n Rei-ul-. A
Persia... South Alurr :im [
um.n'daml SPin.. 15

Wimanis. i "*-uruum.:

ot
E.

Al
i
Russia . TI Sweden, 3 18
Sweden, Lol T
10c. each; It for SI, 00‘ 42 for $3.75.
Postage extra on orders under 50e,

Li=t wmmuctl next week.

W %
' b
i Wleekly :
¢ :
DEVOTED TO THE INTERESTS OF STAMP COLLECTORS. %
Vol 11, No. 9 Cleveland, O., March 7, 1900. Price, 3 Cents. 2
Chances You Don’t Often Get. « A Bargain!: 2
S 1847 He, used.. &5 1
b4 151 e, type ... a2 | THAT IS A BARGAIN.
W oM 12¢, imp. pair.. 2.00
W = 1862-8 Ze, plain or griled,. 0G| One years subseription to the Philatelic Post,
1868 Sey grilled........ne. 1.5 | (regular sub, price 2 eents) 100 all different
g l‘\h‘l lc 30 stawnps, K0 “Perfeet” hinges, T really rare
2 fiee.., 0 stamps, and a whack at that 2000 variety packet,
= e A tthe HiZod snbseriber gets it). 25 cents does the
18I0 12e, ot 20 1 trick, but your money buck if not perfectly
X 12e, cont.. 20 satisfled.
g 't 18RS ii’lc new R All application for ﬂlmrl(ﬂ copies of the “Post,’
W ‘: .“ III ‘]"f ....... e —:IU: must be aecompanied with two, two ceat stpmps,
: 4 E‘ used (to elenrd o e o
Postage extra in all cages stook limited Nunundah Stamp & Pub. CO.,
I : 394 Alfred 5t
S Cla'rkyl(ingston. Ont. Canada. SMETHPORT, PA.
Set New Coban Issue, 1e to Mg, S5e.
U. S. IN BLOCKS,
102 Spee, Delivery.. ..o sieomiorssoniaionas 180
Block of 4 ﬂoﬂ}:‘;::::)‘\b:I’LI}[n;{si;ﬁ """" ; 11:1 | U.S. L R. Surcharge [nverted, oo 218,
' Piso Proprictory o Supeharged Cubun Envelopes Ze Green on
P.rlflp:?lllt I:;‘I!Il; liHOl R l'or 0 RBate o Wi Amber only 3000 Issued, and 2¢ White, the g
% APPROVAL SHEETS. :' It £1.20. M. Onl . g
A fine stovk of Approval =hectsalways on hand b RALELL R SR g
£eng for :Ilmﬂr e : =2 Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Refunded.
aricties, Canada, Moy Transvaal cte, ...
1000 Mixed goods for ~|1L\ 5. sivin, Yl Wrl, B. FOZZARIJu
R. P. BEARDSLEE, 35 l:nller Sl Cleveland 0. : West Falmouth, Maine.
% DIME SKIKTS. WHAT TO ADVERTISE? i
Or(ﬂ?ﬁnes'"ﬂ?t‘ Ever Offered in Amarice. That's the question, We have lots of good
% ¥ nu e\“ s wo. i thing«, ;Inerqp to:,ﬁhut not c1|mngh of Ia kind to A
i ke it safe to offer as leaders.  We do not care
J‘I \Cﬁm;l(.lryh il Sel': Pﬁ' Er“-ﬂ';m : Set. ':lo IuL ‘just :ml nnil hie oblidged ta refund. No
g ";l \Tml: hn()rk \l;( :l.]l I; > IPrince. A ) fun in that, »
- 0'ge Free ""tll“ g “'Il|\lll|l'1 e However we are going to have one of our old
Paraguny-.. 163 San \Il.rnm 5 R time auction sales in the near future, Same @
P B - I.‘, Snrawil b . place, same auctioneer, same explicit calalogue, n
Pﬁh‘;‘””m' ill'i : ﬁ'.' __:'r;'M““‘” T same guarantee of every lot, same satisfactory g
Porto I‘h-.o 0l Sisw.. b <ervice Lo all who patronize it. Particolars later, -
L)
on
§

MmLA RE'E‘L’[V(LAND. 0.

g 5 Hough Plue.
3399533339999333333395533993333333333333333IWI32IIID

Send correct address for new mailing list. VFirst
sale this season and a good one,

Pocket editions 1, 1*. Stock Book (usets) and
Stamp Buttons (12 cts.) are still being ordered

from everywhere, Have vou got them?

P. M. WOLSIEFFER,

75 State, - - Chicago.

.5
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THE STAMP TRIBUNE PUB. CO0.,

e - . T
VAT YA Ay Py O W PN 9

FREE $100 IN GOLD!
THE STAMP TRIBUNE PUB. CO.

WILL GIVE

ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS

To those willing to do a little work for

The Weekly Stamp Tribune,

Send STAMPED SELF-ADDRESSED ENVELOPE for full particulars,

321 Garfield Bldg., CLEVELAND, 0.
R S s

R R R AR R R R AR

FREE

L

3 W%@m

Has been Reduced from
50 cents to

GoiZen3eoZe 30330030 e o3

b pddpdd pddPdd PPdPPddddddd '-ﬁ"ﬁ"*’ : 4

REDUCED -

The Subscription price of the

Che (Meekly Stamp Cribune

25 CTS. PER YEAR $
Db DpPpdd bddbddbdddPddd Pdbddpddd

-

4%4%4%04%4%%4%4%'

FOR ADVANCED COLLECTORS.

Canada Jubilee, $2 us+d, well cent .............. $125
Canada Jubitie. §4 used. well cent......... S 225
Canndu Jubilee, $5 used, well cent... .. 2850
Tl\a T R i O Y A 500

. 1B61. 12¢c. black, fine, used.. 100

). s. 1861. 12c. black. unsevered pair
U $.1861. 12c , magnificent unused hori-
zontal palr c-lalnuued at !20 each the
pair for... l; 50

U's. 18561 ume, alngla e 50
U.S: 1866 90c fine, unused. no gum e 1250
u. s 1861, 12c,, magniﬁcent strip of 4,
used. rare.. . 200
u.s 'BI 12¢. palf on nano Cu ligllt gra)'. 200
I.I. s 1861, IZc palr on parl "o. c. ‘biack 75
v. S lkﬂsl Itc.pllr on part v. C.. interse
u. S 1861, ‘24¢.. -ami-ns ‘shades. each........ 30
Scott's No, 67, 10c. red. not calalogued—

di gonal h If used as 5c., on entire original,
either half, $2: both for $3.60.

A handsomu celluloid stamp safe free with each
order oier 60c.

FOR BEGINNERS.

A6 unused, mint eondition. .. oo 8025
Ineluding, Camercons, Soadnn, anlugnst ur,
St, Pierre, Miguelon, t-umloloupi' Diego Sunrez,
Murt‘lmquc Cochin China, Indin. Anjousn, Benin,
Reunion, French Lllll’lll‘ Guianng, Ivory Const,
Mayotte, Obook, Senegal, ete.  Price ZHe.

vt | Brooiise, ¥ GED,J, CARTER,

Extra

a2 2% % L% ¥
BARGAINS. :
S CubLnn Stamps. :

Cateloging 41 cents. 1 Pocket Alhum
s My Price List For 12c. Post Free. :
H. C. CROWELL,
206 Superior Sireet, Cleveland, Ohio.
V9V VL VAV

100 16

Unly nne to ench costomer, and order must con-
tain two envelopes addressed to smatear cul-

luclnrf
. Set of 12,
RO TN

Varieties of
Postage Stamps
Postage 2c,

2, Rey (new! 4o to 2100,
'ltmmm Stales,.
Peru, 1508 complete,
*Qosta Rica, 1450, 1 to doe; ...
*Bavaria Return Letter, % g
No. Borneo, '87T-"02, 1e Lo 100,...... %
100 Am;rmul Sheets, finest |n||d.u i
1,000 Quaker Hinges, Be, 5,000..

QUAKER STATMP CO., Toledo, O,
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(Ueekly Stamp CTribune,

TUBLISHHED EACH WEDNESDAY 1Y

THE STAMP TRIBUNE PUBLISHING CO.

427 Garfield Bldg. Cleveland, O,

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE,
Within U, S., Canadu and Mexico, 2ic. per annum.
To all other countries,......ceeeuees 796 [IET ANDUIM,

Advertising Rates,.. e peragate line.
Spe ial Rotes on I unmulu ur A0 Lo 2000 lines.

AUTHORIZED AGENTS :
Wm. B. Hale, ' The Stamp brummer.”
A L. Seager, Pacifie Coast. C.E A Holmes, Canada
M. Tausig, New York and Foreign Countries.

Addressall comwunications, and make allcheck
n’llrrgl'ls and money orders payable to The Stoup
L'ribune Pub, G, Cle\'(:lund.ll.

Wu should be pleased to exchavge with all Ilr«-l_—
cluss papers. send ONL copy 1o Win M. Verl mk.
Ballston Spa, N. Y., and TWO to the publishers

MARCIH 7. 1900,

Vol. 11 Nu.th

EDITORIALS.

In a great many kinds of busi-
ness it_has become customary to
enclose stamps for replyto propo-
sitions of various kinds as a
means of insuring attention.
That this liberality on the part
of the business man largely fails
of accomplishing its intended
purpose is shown by the estimate
that go per cent, of the postage
thus presumably prepaid never
gets into the mails in the in-
tended way. The postmaster
general now proposes a way to
relieve the people who are thus
burdened by a measure which at

the wvery first glance seems
rounded on good business
sense. The bill provides that

private persons and firms may
have issued to them, on making
a proper deposit, reply cards
and envelopesaddressed to them-
selves, and for their transmission
through the mails withoat pre-
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payment, the postage being paid
as the letters are returned. The
government is amply protected
by the deposit, and its patron
pays only for that which 1is de-
livered to him.

Mr. P. M. Wolsiefter has kind-
ly favored us with samples of his
famous ¢* Stamp Buttons.”” Wr,
W—. is anything if not original,
and his latest production, the
stamp button, is the best and
most original thing he is re-
spousible for. We would advise
every reader to send to Mr.
Wolsieffer for one of these cute
philatelic advertisers and thus
proclaim to the world your al-
legiance to our beloved hobby.
We regret that we have not seen
the ** Pocket [dition"" stock
book, but we know that *“if you
see it in Zhe Sun (Mr. W.'s
ad) it's O, K."

We understand that Cuba is
likely to have two new values
added to its present series of
stamps. Major Rathborne has
recommended the addition of
fifteen and fifty-cent stamps,
and so we may expect them
shortly.

Mr. Eugene Doeblin, of Pitts-
burg, Pa., was unammousl_y
elected international secretary
of the A. P. A. by its board of
directors. The vacancy was oc-
casioned by the death of Mr. C.
P. Krauth.

The Chicago Philatelic Soci-
ety held on Auction Sale last
Saturday (March 3, 1900.)
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prices brought were as good as
usual, and a few lots sold at
near catalogue.

Remember that the price of
the WEEk LY StAaMr TRIBUNE has
been reduced to 25 cents, Sub-
scribe at once.

ALL AROUND THE COMPASS.

—_——

(Amy L. Swift.)

Collectors who receive speci-
mens of the 1d and 2d of South
Australia in the new colors are
warned to be careful about put-
ting them into water for the pur-
pose of soaking off waste paper
scraps, as both values appear to
have been printed in aniline inks.
This means that the colors are
apt to run when wet, and that
means a spoiling of the stamp.
The rose shade of the 1d is the
most susceptible to damage, but
the purple of the 2d is not very
far behind. I found this out by
experience, and pass on the hint
to save others from the feeling
of exasperation that swept o'er
me when I viewed the results of
my thoughtlessness. The best
way to treat stamps of such deli-
cate health is to take oft the
waste scraps by aid of steam, but
if the scraps are small that method
is apt to mean burned fingers
(here cometh in some more of
the wisdom 1 have gained by
experience) and then the next
" best plan is, lay the specimen
fuce down on a blotter and apply
water to the back by aid of a
penknife, keeping the paper
damp without letting it get

WEEKLY STAMP TRIBUNE-

thoroughly wet through, until
the scraps can be lifted off; the
stamp should then be softly dried
with a blotter without rubbing,
and my word for it, it will pass
through the ordeal without the
tiniest particle of damage. IlL.ots
of work? Well, perhaps ; but he
who grudges the few extra sec-
onds does not deserve to have a
collection at all.

CORRESPONDENCE.

OGpENSBURG, N. Y.,
Mar. 3, 1900.
WEeEEKLY STAMPr TRIBUNE :

Please inform me through the
inquiry column of your valuable
paper where I can have a stamp
examined as to genuineness, and
the cost. Truly, C. M B.

[Scott Stamp & Coin Co., 189
23rd St., N. Y. City, charge 50c.
for examining ten stamps or less,
postage extra. All prominent
Societies have Counterfeit De-
tectors who charge only a few
cents per stamp.—Ebp. ]

WiLkessArRRrE, PA.,
Feb. 27, 1900.
Dear Eprror:

Please note the following in
the next number of your paper:
¢ At last Pennsylvania can boast
of having a Philatelic Society.
Through the efforts of Claude T.
Reno, of Allentown, Pa., the
Pennsylvania Philatelic Society
has been organized, and mem-
bers are being daily added to the
roll.  All Penn’a collectors are
invited to join, and for particu-
lars, should address R. C. Potte:-
ger, 401 S. River St., Wilkes-
barre, Pa,
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CANADIAN NOTES.

January number of Philutelic
Advocate comes to hand. It is
very good, as usual, It hasanar-
ticle on ‘‘Beavers,’ which is ver
interesting, but not at all philatel-
ic. This will give a chance to
the review editor of the £ra to
find fault of the Advocale as he
did of the Zribunc. Now, Mr,
Starnaman, listen to what father
Stone said about S. & T. and re-
member it for further use: *“The
paper should not call itself a
stamp paper if it includes miscel-
laneous matter.”” Never mind,
George, your paper is tip-top all
the same,

Three dealers in this city
(Montreal), have lost money
threcugh a collector in New York.
This interesting party which has
disappeared, used one of the most
prominent dealer's name in order
to get selections on approval.

The news circulating around
that R. C. Bach, formerly of this
city, had been wounded in South
Africa, is false. It is A. C.
Beach, of Vancouver, who was
wounded, and his name was
spelled wrong on the bulletin
board of the editorial oflice of the
Montreal Herald. The writer
omitted the “‘e' which made it
** Private A. C. Bach.”

Mr. Miner sends me a letter
which Miss Swift sent him in
October, stating that she had ac-
cepted the position of Review ed-
itor. Probably Mr. Miner meant
that Miss Swift would be Review
editor, as she had accepted-
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long ago. In any case there
has been no Review in last num-
ber of Fubilee, so let us all be
good and quiet and leave the
matter drop.

A writer said, in the Zra, that
R. C. Bach had never left Can-
ada. [ have seen letters, comin
from him, postmarked in South
Africa, and am sure he is now
‘¢ bravely fighting the battles of
his country,”” as Mr. Wustele
says.

Mr. P. Legrand is the editor,
advertiser, and publisher of the
big 2x44 paper spoken of in
last issue.

The editor of the Moutreal Phil-
alelist denies the existence of
*“blue penciling”” among editors.
Another to be added to the
““kicking list."’

C. E. W. HoLMEs,

CHICAGO PHILATELIC SOCI-

ETY.

The 317th regular meeting of
the Chicago Philatelic Society
was held at the Society’s room,
Thursday, March 1, 1900,

The meeting was called to order
by the President, with twenty-
one members and two visitors at-
tending.

The Constitution and By-Laws
Committee reported having pre-
pared a new Constitution, and as
the Governing Board endorsed
the same, it was adopted unani-
mously.

The Society tendered votes of
thanks to the J. W. Scott Co.
for donation of priced catalogues ;
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Mr. J.N. Luff for donation of his
book,** What Philatelly Teaches”
and Mr. E. B. Sterling for dona-
tion of the rare stamped cheque,
Sterling’s 82a uncatalogued.
This stamped cheque will be
placed in the next C. P. S. auc-
tion sale and sold for the benefit
of the Society.

The three applicants, posted
at the last meeting, were unani-
mously elected to membership.

The Governing Board ordered
posted ten applications for mem-
bership, nine being Passive and
one Active.

A Committee was appoiated,
consisting of Messrs. Oesch,
Massoth and Wolsieffer, to per-
fect all plans and make all ar-
rangements for the Society's
banquet, to be held Saturday,
March 10,

The Treasurer reported a bal-
ance of $60.85 in the bank, after
which the meeting adjourned.

Joux J. Oesch, Sec'y.

It was moved, seconded and
carried that all stamp collectors
should join the C. P. S.  Appli-
cation blanks can be had by
addressing the Secretary, 34
Wabash Ave,, Chicago, Ill.

All Around the Compass - Continued,

He who wishes his collection
to have a quick growth in num-
bers need only gather up shades
of current issues and count them
as varieties., Take forinstance the
1d, 1889-91, of Victoria, A 42 in
the catalogue. This has been
listed as chocolate-brown, red-
brown, yellow-brown, orange-
brown, Venetian red, orange
and brown on rose or pink.
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Seven ‘¢ varieties '’ of one poor
little penny stamp; and now I
have heard of still another, a car-
mine about the same as the car-
mine of our 2c. Of course it is
all right for people to save differ-
ent tints of color if they so wish,
even if they do it in every one of
the entire issue of the world, but
I do think it savors of the ridic-
ulous to catalogue every such
variation of tint as a different
variety. As for me, 1 save
shades when they appear among
my duplicates, but never go to
the slightess expense for them,
nor count them in as different
when obtained.

I saw an India stamp of the
1854 issue recently with a rather
odd cancellation—odd in its ef-
fect, I mean, It was just the
diamond-shaped assortment of
dots common to the cancelled

stamps of that issue, but owing

to their position on the stamp
(the g4a red apd blue) a first
glance gave the impression that
the central head was that of asauc-
ily smiling young girl wearing a
big, broad-brimmed hat with
high trimmings. [ had to look
twice before recognizing the fa-
miliar head of Victoria under the
dots, and even after fully satis-
fied that it was there. I never
failed to see it eclipsed by that
smiling maiden every time I held
the stamp a short distance from
my eyes. The dots and post-
mark together made the effect,
but it was certainly both startling
and odd, not to say a wee bit
uncanny.
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Inverted surcharges seem to be
more the rule than the exception
these days. Among those un-
catalogued as yet I note an 8c
of Perak with the over-print
“ Pahang—Four Cents’’ upside
down, or down side up, perhaps
I ought to say, and a Hankow
“ ONE CENT " of 1896 issue
in the same forlorn condition.
The mistakes to which over-
printed stamps seem liable have
rather hurt their desirability with
many collectors, some of whom,
those of the more thoughtful
class, now decline to collect any
variety of surcharge except the
one originally intended by the
issuing government. Guatemala
has turned out a great many
““ errors '’ of surcharge recently,
and there is reason to suspect
that the mistakes were purposely
made for sale to philatelists,
though of course those inter-
ested say ‘‘ No,” even going
the length of declaring that the
workmen are watched to prevent
any misuse of their opportuni-
ties ; they say also that any or all
of the errors are available

for

postal use, but it is a suspicious
fact that the great majority of
those seen are unused.

Williams & Co.

Lima, Peru,

are not at all connected with us but we
sell cheap and always fill orders,

Mr. J. Casnough has asked us for a se-
lection on approval but we did not send
him one, but will send vou some in
exchange for reference.

We Sell Great Barriers, 5c each.
This

_ The old issue surcharged *‘Fake"
is a bargain, write us any way.

THE HOLMES STAMP CO.,

6 Vercheres Aveuue, - - Montreal

156 VARIETIES.

Used and Unused, Hawalii, So. Africa, ete, 16 cts.

20 finely assorted, used and unused over
4 100 var. AT 12 cts,
Italy, zo0 \urlclw'l_,__ .09 cls,
Kussia, 14 varieties Jocts,
Australia, 20 \.1r|cl|th o ets.

Hulgaria, 11 varieties, a2 els,

HARRY S. LEE, 47 Winter St., Boston.

SETS —

Mexico 1884-90, 1,2, 3, 4, 5, IU

20, 25, Me,

lp, 2p, tall ||m|sed1 RETREETIVER . ||
Co<la KIPII 1892, 1, &5, 1e,. i B
Roumainia, 180306, 1, 144, :. )' 111 1-':

5H,00b, 110 e
Groece (Olympinn gnmedj l 2.5, S
Swoeden, 1897 Jubilee Postal, ETSSVIRINE S |

Postage extra,

M. TAUSIG, 9 East 108th 5t.. N. Y. Clty.

PdPP PPdPpPddd . PPPPIPPPPPID PP D

The Subscription Price of

»
b
§ Che Weekly Stamp CTribune
&P
o

Has been Reduced from
50 cents to

25 CTS. PER YEAR
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Cwo Dollars in Ualue,
For One Dollar in Cash

In getting possession of the stock
of stamps formeriy owned by The
Stamp Trust and S. P. Lev, we have
naturally become overstocked in
some things, and i order to get rid
of them quickly offer the following
lots at

ONE DOLLAR EACH,

65 vars. U. S. Coldnies. This packet
was a great seller when first introduced
Iyy the Stamp Trust. It contains stamps
from Hawaii, Phillipines, I'uerto Rico,
and Cuba. We haveseveral of them and
and offer them at ONE DOLLAR.

A pound and a half of our popular 1.
S. and Foreign Mixture, worth fully 350
cents per thousand, UNE DOL LAK.

Our great 400 var. packets is simply
without a rival. It is true that others
offer it as cheap, but for quality ours
stands head and slioulders above them
all. Each packet contains a stampscat.
at $1.00. Our price. ONE DOLLAR.

115 vars. of U. S. stamps. Thisis
the best 1. S. packet on the market at
this price. It contains many scarce
stamps and a completeset of Columbians
1c-15¢.  Dirt cheap at our price of ONE
DOLLAR.

200 mixed unused stamps cat. value
over $5, nicely assurted and in perfect

condition. ONE DOLLA
A splend d mixture of 500 Foreign
stamps. The very thing for approval

sheets, or for exchanging. The mixture
contains stamps from Hawaii, new is-
sucs from Switzerland, \rtherlauds.
New South Wales. and many other de-

sirable stm[t;sa. Catalogues over $10.
Frice ONE DOLLAR,

Any Two lots for $1.80; four
lots $3 50 or one of each
of the six lots, only $5.00.

"REMIT MONEY BY M. 0., OR BILLS.
NO STAMPS ACCEPTED.

THE STAMP STORE,
Garfield Building, CLEVELAND, 0,
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T A A SN A S AS

OUR 1900
Cata'og tickles the Philatelic palate, Its
Free for the asking.
U. S. REYENUES i1 fine condition,
forate have lnrge margins.
Prices way down, Cal.prmﬁ Our
2¢ Express blue, imperf

Imper-

de Telogruph Green...... 25 0
A¢ Play ing Lunl M 25
Ae Proprietory... 100 35
10e Proprietory... ey . 1.0l 40
e Furalgn Exthanle. ..... A0 8
S Lease...coverere coraras - 40 A5
Al l'rnbnle of Will... T 35

§1 llit,umﬂymlcuib III'( the twa .3“ A0
2 ()0 Blue and Black, 2nd issuve,, 60 .28
'lhey won't lasr long. U. S. Rev. Cata-
logued at e, Yree to two first orders.
We will sell you 50 different, all issues le¢
to 81 00 for Zhe,

THE MICHIGAN STAMPCO.,
146 Woodward Ave., DETROIT, MICIL

20 varieties Uruguay (this is a fine
chance to get these beautiful stamps)

=2HSC.
Cubaonll. 8. 1,2 214 3,5 and 10c.. 1&
L.uba!'*'.]'%l.-.'& 5 d10 S¢,
Puerto Kico on 11, 5,1, 2, 5 and ll)c 3:.-
Guatemala 1857-4 '3 1. 2, h, 14, 2(1 nnd
b 1] RPN R T .14c
TRANSVAAL 1 896 i £ 6 p an(l 1 ISh
.......................................................... ... 16¢

Guatemala Prov, lcon 5, ¢ on 5, 6¢ on 20,
Geon S5, 2¢conl,lcon2 2con 10, 1con 10,
1c on 25, 1¢ on 3¢, set of 10 fur a6¢c

PUERTO RICO 1874-75 £ 25¢,
1SCArce).....coviis ..1B¢

Houduras 1808 {steam
ORI ) iienicasiioniianssissnme iathashssssribarisdbing 14¢

Venezuela 1893, 5, 10, 25 50cand $1 Bol..7c
All the ahove pnst.ﬂ.lly used, in good con-

dition. Money backif not satisfied Postage

extra on orders nusder 50c,

NOTE: By mistake the Cuba and Puerto

Rico sets were put in my last Ad, at cost

prices.

WINFRED C. PHILLIPS, Box 177, Glastonbury, Conn.

A FEW 600D REVENUES.

~Blue per, surcharged, priee. ... .. . S0
These are good copics. huamnteul

§5—Red "8 issne, lnlnuhlulnr!. IS s oM
Per i—16¢ ench.  Per 10—15¢ oueh.

Si—I1ted, Same, but =lit copies, only... ver I
Per o—I1c¢ each. Per T0—Ilie ench,

21—Black 9% issue, Unmutilated, Fine, unl}‘l on

Slit copies, Fine condition.. AR
Jholesalu-—ﬁlln ¢ach in 1018 of 5

Te to SO0 var = per 100 sets S1.50, 500 sets—83 .80

The Pan-American Stamp Co,,

Boylston Bldg. - - Chicago, I1I.
U. S, POSTAGE AND REVENUE.

5. Reg. Prop, 12 va jeties, ]-Br set... susasaa® ek

7 Sels fo- | LI

B3 VALIOtH UL S, POSLLES ov- - oessernitesstemsiins W2

No Post Cards or Envelopes, nil nre 08 fine ns
silk, posl-paid.
i46 41h, Avenue,

]ﬂlﬂl NEA"“EH; Albany, New York
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PUBLISHED EACH WEDNESDAY BY

THE STAMP TRIBUNE PUBLISHING CO,
680 Payne Av., Cleveland, O.

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE.
Within U. 8., Canadaand Mexico, 85¢ per annom
To all other Conntries...cu. $1.00 per annum
ADVEERTISING RATES.

10 centa per nonpariel line,
Bpecial rates nn time contracts.

AUTHORIZED AGENT.
M. Tausig, 9 E. 108 street, New York City.

Address nll communications, and make all
checks, drufts and money orders payable ta The
Btamp Tribone Pub. Co., Clevelund, O.

Vou. IIIL. JANUARY 1, 1902, No. 1.

EDITORTIALS.

G‘(_)-(ia‘hmo;ning! Are you
glad to see us back!

No introduction is deemed
necessary. Here we are!

We wish all our readers a
happy and prosperous New
Year. May the year '02 re-
mind all collectors that they
“ought to™ subseribe to the
W. 8. T., and all dealers that
they ‘‘ought to” advertise
therein.

Sometimes youtake out your
watch, look at it and find the
time away off; you listen to it
and find it ticking, apparently
going; but the sound soon

stops and you know that you
have neglected to wind up.
You give it a little shake
and it resumes its feeble ticks
for a few moments, then it
dies out. There are lots of
stamp dealers like such a
watch—either no mainspring

or a useless one.

A great many dealers neg-
lect to keep their business
going, neglect advertising—
steadily and constantly. When
they see their business falling
off, they advertise a little,
their business picks up—but
it’s only a feeble shake of a
run-down watch. Advertise
nov : advertise constantly.
Keep your time-piece well
wound up. Advertise in the
WEEKLY STAMP TRIBUNE as
at least one twist in the week-
ly wind-up. It will keep your
watch a-going.

We quote from the editorial
which appeared in the first
issue of the W.S.T. two years
ago, and thereby outline our
policy for the future:

We trust that the many thousands who
see this copy of the WEEKLY will appre-
ciate our efforts to give the stamp fra-
ternity a good, lively, up-to-date weekly,
and will demonstrate it in a substantial
way by sending in their subscription.
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The time was when it seemed almost sac-
religiousto see a fi/st-class stamp paper
cintain any outside matter such as the
WEEKLY presents in this number, but
fortunately for the good of Philately, this
feeling is no more. The best method of
doing missionary work among our hoys
is to reach them through a medium they
can unierstand and appreciate, and such
a medium is the popular short story of
to-tlav.

A child is taught to use bread as a solid
food by first having it fed to him with
something sweet and toothsome spread
over it, and a novice to our hohby must
be trained in like manner. Such a course
it is our intention to pursue, and if you
desire to help bring converts into the
Philatelic fold, vou may easily do so by
encouraging us with vour immediate sup-
port in the form of a SUBSCRIPTION.,

We may add that as we con-
trol and operate ourown print-
ing plant our friends and wl-
vertisers need have no fear of
our suspending publication.

We should like to have a few
good stories for pablication in
the W. S. T, and in order to
bring out the best in that line
from the pens of philatelists,
we offer three prizes for the
best stories received in this
cumpetition.

The oaly conditions are that
the stories are to bear direct-
Iy on stamps or stump collec-
ors: and that 33¢ for a yeur's
subseription to the WeekLy

STaMP TRIBUNE, be enclosed
with each entry. Any writer
may send in as many Mss. as
he or she pleases, provided
year’s subscription is paid for
with each.

The prizes offered are 55 in
cash for the best story re-
ceived by us: 35 in catalogue
value of good stamnps, for th:
second be-t; and a Scott’s 1902
catalogue for the third best
story entered in this comype-
tition.

All stories sent to us to be-
come our property.

The closing date will be an-
nounced later.

A LUCKY MISS.

Lhoja Nasreddin LiTendi is the hott of
many oriental stories.  As many fulk do
East during very hot weather,
Khoja slept on the veranda one stifling
night. Awaken nz sadilenly, he thought
he saw a robber in a white robe climbing
the garden wall- and fired anarrow at hiim.
He pinned the fignre surely enough, hut
found it was a nightshirt which his wife
had hung out todry.  So he hegan calling
out, “‘P'raise he to God!” until the whaole
neighborhood was aroused under the nn-
pression that it was a sammons to rayer.
Angry at heing discurhed several hows

i e

ton soon, they fell to scolding Khojaand
asked what he meant by his conduet,
“AL! he explained, T was only thank-
ing the Almighty that Twas notinside my
shirt when I shot an arrow through "



THE FRENCH POST-
OFFICE.

The French Postal System
was founded by Louis XI.,
June 19, 1464, was largely ex-
tended by Charles I1X. in 1565,
and received various improve-

ments under the respective
reigns of Henry IV.and Louis

XIII.

In 1627, France, so often
during long ages pre-eminent
in ‘“teaching the nations how
to live,”” originated a postal
money -transmission system,
prefaced by those cautions
aout transmission of coin in
ordinary letters, which are
now so familiar to our eyes in
tne American and! English
post-offices, but which were
nob seen there 20 years ago,
anid it was in this same year
thait a system for the c¢heap
re ristration of lellers wius es-
tablished which not only in-
creased the already arowing
reveanue of the post-ofice, bat
added security W letters and
parcels of value,

The postmaster who thus
anticipated 19th century im-
provements was Pierre d'Al-
meras amd it is to him the

WEEKLY STAMP TRIBUNE.

"French people owe as deep a
dept of gratitude as they ever
owed to any of their famous
generals or statesmen.

Postmasterships in France
were not only sold but made
hereditary in order that the
postal income might in this
manner be inereased,and this,
of course, gave rise to great
competition for the favor of
the King, for a man thus fa-
vored secured for himself and
family a perpetual revenue.

The University of Paris, as
early as the 13th century, pos-
sessed a special postal sys-
tem, which it continued to have
until the 18th century, when
it gave up its rights for a
large compensation.

Buat it continued to possess
certain postal privileges until
the Revolution.

The ediet of Magirin of De-
cembar, 164}, shows that
Franee at that date had a par-
cel post as well asa letter post
and each head post-office in
the kingdom had three offi-
cers, namely, v eomptroller.
weizher and an assessor, w)
instead of receiving a salary
were remunerated by the gov-
ernment’s allowing them an

1y
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additional one-fourth to the
existing letter rateand parcel
rate, which was equally divid-
ed among the three,

The edicts of 1728 ,(Fleury)
made sub-postmasters direct-
ly responsible for the loss of
mail; they also made it nec-
essary for all letters to be
posted at the office and not to
be given to the carriers and
also, all MSS. and printed
matter to be open at both
ends.

The revenue of France by
this time was quite consider-
able. In 1676, the farmers,
who were postmasters, paid to
the King 48,000 pounds in the
money of that timeand in 1776
they paid a fixed rent of 352,-
000 pounds and in addition
one-fifth of their net profits.
This income continued to in-
crease and in 1870 the amount
received by the government
was about 4,000,000 pounds.

The most important reforms
in the postal system of France
other than those already no-
ticed, were: the extension of
the postal facilities to all the
communes of the country
effected under Charles X., and
thus placing France in 1829,

5

in certain postal features, in
advance of the United States
in 1879; the adoption of the
postage stamp for prepaying
letters and parcels; under
Louis Napoleon in 1849 the
1ssuing of postal notes; the
establishment of a postal li-
brary; and the creation of
postal savings banks. All
these have gone to make
France one of the leading pos-
tal countries.
(To be continned )

A JUDGE JUDGIED,

Jolhin Marshall day has bronght out a
flood of anecdotes about the great chief
justice of the United States, The World's
Work relates that once, as the judge was
traveling loward Raleigh, N. C., ina stick
gig, his horse went off the road and ran
aver a saplin, sotilting the vehicle that it
could move neither to the right nor to
the left.

Asthe judge sat thinking a way out of
his dilemma an old negro came along,

*‘Old marster,” said he, “*what for vou
don't hack vour horse?""

The jurist thanked him for the sugges-
tion, backed the horse, and promising to
leave a dollar at the inn for the good ad-
vice wenit on his way,

The negro called at the inn and found
the dollar awaiting him. He took it,
looked at it and said :

“‘He was a gem'man for sho, but'—
tapping his forehead significantly—‘‘he
didn't have much in here."”

Stﬂmps on app.50 per ¢. com. Fast sellers. List
free. Frep, B. WeLLS, Bloomfield, 111,
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CHICAGO NOTES.

BY S. K. MOISANT.

The publishers of the WEEK-
LY STAMP TRIBUNE have re-
quested me to furnish their
readers with notes from the
Windy City and in accepting
same will say that T will try
to furuish you with all the
latest and freshest news and
notes at the earliest possible
time,

P. M. Wolsieffer held an
auction sale at the Great Nor-
thern Hotel Dec. 21. This
sale was strong in wholesale
stock, but the recular lots
were not slichted, Prices, es-
pecially on wholesale stock,
ranged high.

Mr. A. F. Merrill, Presi-
dent of the Chicago Philatelic
Society has removed from the
Stewart building to rooms on
the fourth floor of the Mar-
quette building, where his
friends will find him. Nothing
like being in the same build-

ing as the C. P. S. headquar-
ters,

The Chicago Philatelic Soci-
ety are still holding their

WEEKLY STAMP TRIBUNE.

meetings at 1603 Muarquette
building, the committee hav-
ing been unable to find a suit-
able place elsewhere. It ix
now high time that the Societ
was  getting headquarters
which would be exclusively
for their own use. Although,
at this time, the ducs are in-
adequate for such a purpose,
the time is coming and it is
not far off either,

Although many people thinlk
that John J. Oesch writes the
Chicago Notes in 7he Weelly
Philatetic Era, under the nom
de plume of “Clifford,” such
is not the case. They are
written by Hddie C. Dodd, one
of Chicago’s most prominent
Philatelists.

Chicago will be without a
doubt, the convention seat of
the Nutional Philatelic Socie-
ties in 1903. Chicago had the
boys in *793,"

The vault of alocal eoin and
stamp dealer wus recently
searched by government offi-
cers who found 313,000 worth
of paper money issued by a
defunct New Jersey Bank.
The bills were supposed to
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have been recalled. The offi-
cers of the government took
the bills but I have not heard
anything further regarding
the matter.

We will not be surprised to
hearin the near future that the
dues of the passive members
of the Chicago Philatelie Soci-
ety have been raised. Passive
membersonly pay Sl per year,
while the active members pay
=3 per year. There are only
about three societies of the
same kind as theChicagosocie-
ty—they being the Collector’s
Club of New York, the Boston
Philatelic Society and theChi-
cago Philatelic Society. The
dues of the Collectors’Club is
S5 per year for passive mem-
.bers; the Boston Philatelie
Society is 52 per year for hoth
passive and active members.
It seems right that something
should ‘he done so that the
passive members of the Chi-
cago Philatelic Society pay
more dues toward the support
of the society., The amount
of benefit received is far in
excess of the dues they pay.

Subseribe for the WEBKLY
STAMP TRIBUNE.

EFOXR =25c —

1 sheet (25) different stamps, cur, 75r,
1,000 hinges.
10 blank approval sheets,
10 Caban stamps.
All for 20e., post free.

FOX S50c.—
1 sheet (25) different stamps, cat. 75¢.
1 LT} L (1] 11} L1} 81.’;5.
1,000 hinges.

25 blank approval ghests,
20 Coban stamps.
All for 60c., post free,

POXR $1L.0C—

1 sheet (25) different stamps, cat. 760,
1 i . (13 (1} (13 slvm]'
1 i 1} (1) L1} 13 1.25,.
1,000 hinges.
100 blank approval sheets.
10 blunk approval books.
50 stumps from uba,

Costu Rico, Caundu, #te., ete.

All for 81,00, post free.

D A TS LG,

No. 9 East 1081h Street,

NEW YORK.

5 L 9 A T R O S

1,000 Fanltless stamp hinges - - - - - .07
4‘["_'"] [ i B TS T 25
g.mm 0 13 1 b S P .50
20‘000 i & 1 e e Sl.ﬂO
100 blank approval sheets - - - - - .19

7 blank approval hooks - - - - - .10
A . “w N 25

20 vld stamp papers - - - - - - - 10
One year’s sobscription to Btump Exehaoge .25
One ioch advertising in Btamp Exchange - .85

EVELNYTHING POST FREE.
B. E. MOISANT, Kankakee, I11,
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CANADA’S CHANGE OF
COINAGE.

FOR WHAT REASON WAS THE COINAGE
OF CANADA, MAURITUS AND PRINCE ED-
WARD'S ISLAND CHANGED FROM PENCE
AND SHILLINGS TO CENTS?

This question has been asked times inu-
merable, yet the right answer is seldom
given. According to ““The Stamp Coll-
ector’’, the following isthe correct answer:

“There are three chiet reasons why this
change should have been made for Canada
an:d Prince Eidward Island, in fact for all
of British North America ~First, to facili-
tate exchange between them and the Uni-
tedl States; second, to be in accordance
with the decimal system;and third, for the
greater ease of the Froach Colonists,
Perhaps it is not generally known that in
the Canadian shilling, hefore the change.
there were fifteen pence ('‘12d. currency™
being 10d. English).

As to Maunritius, the change was not to
cents and dollars but to cents and rupees,
so that the cent would be nearer equal 10
the French centime, This alteration in
the coinage was on acconnt of the close
proximity to the Fremh Colonies of
Madagascar and Reunion, and perhaps in
this case also for the French Colonists in
Mauritius, which was taken from France
in 1810. Of course the rupee is used in-
stead of the dollar because Mauritius is
not far from India and groups of island:
using Indian coinage. .

The coinage of Canada was changed in
1859, the different parts of British North
America following shortly one after ano-
ther; while Mauritius adopted its new cur-
rency in 1878,

S =i

Have you any ability as a writer? If you
have a stamp story you think is worth
publishing, send it in at once.
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MACHINE POETRY.

We have seen poetry which appeared
as if constructed by the :.ethod described
in the appended paragraph, Still it is
to be hoped that the nameless author
would have done better with the rhymes
than did the grocer,

A man who had no soul for poetry and
had never madea rhyme in hislife, picked
up an envelope in a Pullman sleeper
where a certain author, who shall he
nameless here, occupied a stateroom. On
the back of the envelope he read the fol-
lowing mysterious words,

Nod,
Ring,
Clod,
Sing,
Wing,
Rod,
Spring,
Shod,

He knew there was a poem lurking in
those rhymes, and sat him down to write
it. After six hours of bard labor, he pro-
duced the tollowing :

I know somewhere the daisies—nod—

I know the bells in music—ring ;

I know the colors on the - clod,
I hear the brown thrush—sing.

I see a wild lark on the—wing ;

The biting catfish bends the rod ;
'Tis spring—in all the world "tis—spring:

Let all the mules be—shod !

**Bless me,’, he exclaimed : “‘this liter-
ary husiness is the easiest thing gong!
When I get home I'll just sell out the
grocery store and whirl into it.""—For-
ward,

Begin the new year right by
subseribing to the WEEKLY
StaMmpP TRIBUNE.
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TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE.

On the subject of the Transvaal stamps,
an interesting story is being told by an
English newspaper man. Anexpert, who
is proprietor and editor of a little maga-
zine devoted to the interests of stamp col-
lectors, recenty expressed an opinion as
tv value of a certain Transvaal stamp.

A well known collector wrote to a rival
paper ridiculing the opinion thus express-
ed, and stating that the price named was
absurdly high. Upon this the editor
aforesaid paid a visit to his critie, to whom
by the way, he was personally unknown
The editor simply represented himself as
a collector of stamps, and asked to see the
Transvaal stamps of his fellow collector.
He picked one out—one of the kind that
had been the subject of editorial refer-
ence—-and said, “What is vour price on

-this?"  “Twenty-five shillings,” was the
answer,

The editor paid the twenty-five shill-
ings. It was much less than the value he
had named in his paper,but he decided to
“lic low and say nuffin.” He proceeded
tothe establishment of a well-knowu deal-
er, and said, "How much will you give
for this? " ** Ten guineas, ™ was the re-
nl.. The bargain was concluded, and
a5 he put the money into his purse the
editor langhingly related how he had
hought the stamyp only a few minutes ago
from “that fool So-and S0 The dealer
Joinud inmy friend's gl-e with suspicious
heartiness. Wh=a he recovered breath,
he sad, **\Well, T congratulate you, old
chap. But do you know I have had a
commission to get this very stamp, and I
shall make fifizen guineas on the trans-
action,”

—_— A e

There is no law against opening a

postal card,
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CERTAIN IT WAS PLA-
GARIZED.

The familiarity of some persons with
biblical phrases, and the ignorance of
others, is well shown in the following
story, the author of which was evidently
not a Republican :

Soon after Governor Chase, of Ohio,
took the Governor's chair it came in
order of routine to issue the annual
Thanksgiving proclamation. Being fa-
miliar with the Bible, he composed the
document largely of Biblical expressions,
taking for granted that people would re-
cognize them and would be gratified by
their manifest fitness and taste.

A Democratic editor pounced upon the
proclumation at once and declared that
hie had read it before—could not exactly
say where, but it was a barefaced plagar-
ism from beginning to end. Whereupon
a Republican editor, springing to the de-
fense, replied to the charge as utterly li-
belous, and challenged any man living
to produce a single line in the paper that
had ever appeared in print before.

THE POINT OF VIEW,

A bore had been defined as a man who
talks so much about himself that he gives
you no opportunity to talk about vour-
self. We can all sympathize with the
sentim-nts, if not the manners, of the
man of whom Punch'sartist, Mr. Charles
Keene, used to tell with considerable
gusto:

This person was sitting with a friend
inan inn parlor, and was haranguing the
other man on matters in general, Finally
the friend ventured to interpose an oh-
jection. The speaker drew himself up
with much dignity.

“I ain't a-arguing with you," said he,
I'm a-telling you !"'—Forward.
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MARY’S LOVE LETTER.

30 vou won't mury Hawkins Jessup?'!
said Squire Bergamont, knitting his black
eyzhrows together uvatil they formed an
ominous hlack bar across hisforehead,and
nearly frightened Lis bright-eyed daught-
erout of her senses. But Mary Bergamont
stood bravely to the guns of her littl- ci-
tadel

*'No, father,' said she. ‘-Oh, how can
you ask mefather, when you know I don't
love him, and never can?"

**Never isa long while,"" said the squire.

““Yes, papa, I know that, said Mary.
*But indeed T mean it."

“*You mean it, do you?''sail the squire
in low and measured tones. *“‘Now, let
me tell vou what! It isn'tthat you don't
like Hawkins Jessup, bul that you have
heen goose enough to go and fall in love
with that young idiot, George Lake.”

Mary turned very red.

“Papa "'

""There’s no use mincing matters, '’ said
the irate squire, **An artist indeed ! Why
don’t he go into whitewashing and paint-
ing, and get a decent living?"

“*But papa—"

“Newdn't altempt to argue with me,
miss ! said Squire Bergamont sternly.
““I'll have none of it, and so I tell vou if
George Lake comes into my home, he'll
be put oul very quick! And so youmay
tell him.”’

So saying the squire strode out of the
room. Mary looked after him with soft,
sorrowful eyes. She was a delicate, oval
faced girl, with saucy hrown hair and
straight features, as unlike the rotund and
positive squire's as night to darkness.
But she put down theiron with which she
was ‘‘loing up' her father's shirts
Squire Bergamont would have thought it
a crying sin to employ a laundress while
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his daughter enjoyed lier ordinary health
—and leaned up against the window where
the arrowy sunbeams came in through
the tremulous veil of heart-shaped morn-
ing-glory leaves and drew from her
pucket a note written in a strong, mascu-
line haned:

YMy DpeAREST Mary: 1 love you.
Will you promise to be my own wife, spite
of all opposition? Will you tell me so
with your own lips?

“Ever yours, faithful to death,
“GEORGE."

How her eyes glistened as she read and
re-read the short and simple lines, press-
ing them finally to her red lips.

“Idolove him ! I will be his wife "
she murmured. “And I will tell him so
the first opportunity I get  Only papa I'’

A momentary cloud stole over her ce-
rene brow at this, but it was transient

“Idon't believe in elopements,” said
Mary Bergamont, still riveting her eves
oi the sheet of paper in her hands. I
never did. But if papa still persists in
opposing our marriage, I will leave my
home and go out in the world hand-in-
hand with George,"’

Justas therevolutionary thought passed
through her mind the door ereaked on its
hinges. A heavy, well-known footstep
sounded an the threshold.

“It's papa ! eried Mary.

In ler consternation our poor little
hervine could not find the entrance
her pocket in the multitudinous fulds
JDier dress.

1o
of
Tor a second she was in im-
minent danger of detection; then she hur-
riedly thrust the incendiary document
into the yawning mouth of a paper L ag of
choice seed-corn, which hung the
kitchen window, And the nest instant
Squire Bergamont was in the room

“Mary," suid he, “'go up stairs to the
left-hamd corner of 1wy middle huarean
drawer and get me a clean pocket-hand-
kerchief, '’

biv
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And Mary went out jwith a dubious
glance at the nail on which the bag of
early sugar corn hung.

When she returned the room was empty
and Squire Bergamont was just climbing
up into his lumber-box wagon, in front of
the picket fence.

“Bring it oat here,” said the squire.
"I'm going over to Miss Polly Pepper's
t) get my empty cider cask. She might
have had the sense to return it herself."

He stowed the handkerchief away in his
pocket, and was just taking up the reins
when Mary rushed out again, crimson to
Lh: very roots of her hair.

“'Father, that bag of seed corn?"

0, it's all _ight—it's all right,"’ said
the Squire, placidly, *‘I promised a little
to Miss Polly Pepper, and this is already
shelled.”

""But, father," gasped poor Mary, *‘let
me Lie it up first, "

‘'Nonsense,” said the Squire; 1 just
fulded Lhe top over, and it'll go as snug
as a thief in a mill, right atop of my bags
of meal.”

Away hie rattled over the stormy road
as he spoke, and poor Mary ran back into
the kitchen to ery herself into a second
Niobe.

"0, my letter " sobbed she; ‘*why was
I such an idiot as to put it there ?

Miss Polly Pepper, a gaunt spinster of
a very unceitain ageand a very certain
infirmary of temper, opened the bag of
seed corn as the Squire drove off.

“*Might brought it hefore ™ said she.
“‘Promised it to us last fall. I do despise
these folks that are always putting off
things. Mercy,upon us!! what's this?
as she drew out the note ; '‘some receipt
that that shiftless Mary tucked away
liere to get out of the way! No, it ain't.
It's a love letter ! —and to me —‘My dear-
est Mary,"” — and signed at Lthe foot George
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W ashington Bergamont; and that is his
name, Well, I do declare! Ain't he far
gone? 'All opposition.’ I ’pose he means
Mary and my two brothers-in-law, that
think a woman over fortyjhas no right to
marry ! But I'll see’em furder before T'11
let 'em overturn my matrimonial pros-
pects—see if T don’t. “T'ell him with my
own lips.” Of course Iwill. TI'll go right
over there at once. Delay is dangerous!
And if he is really in such a hurry.”

Miss Polly's fingers trembled as she
took her}little corkscrew curls out of their
papers and pinned on a fresh collar tied
by a blue rilibon.

*‘Blue’s the color of love,” said she to
herself, with a simper, ‘‘and it was so ro-
mantic of my dear George to think of
proposing in a bag of seed-corn I

The Squire was at his supper when Miss
Pepper walked in, Aushed with her long
expedition on foot.

“Sit down and have a bite,” won't
vou,” said the Squire. ‘'Mary, fetch a
clean plate.”

Miss Pepper took advantage of the mo-
mentary absence of her step-daughter-
elect to proceed directly to business,

“‘George,” cried she, almost hysteric-
ally, “'I am yours!"

"'"Eh ?" said the Squire.

“'Forever and ever ! said Miss Pepper,
flinging herself upon the collarof his coat.

“Are you crazy?! asked the Squire,
jumping up.

“You asked me Lo be your wife,” said
Miss Polly, meltingly.

“1 didn’t I said the Squire,

““Then what does this letter mean, eh?"
demanded Miss Polly, “‘IUsas cleara
declaration of love as ever was writ. And
goad ground to sue on.” "

The Squire stared at the sheet of paper
as Miss Pepper waved it triumphantly
over his head.

“But I didn't write it,” gasped he.
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*“T'hen who did?” asked Miss Pepper.

Just «t this moment Mary, entering
with fresh tea and a clean plate, caught
sight of the letter.

“‘It's mine !” she cried, with a sudden
dyeing of the cheek and glitter of the
eyes. ‘‘My letter! How dare you read
it, Miss Pepper ?"

I got it out of the bag of seed-corn,”
protested the spinster.

“And I put it there for safe-keeping,”
blushingly acknowledged Mary. And
Mary confessed, ‘‘George Lake, papa.”

Miss Pepper went home, crying very
heartily, with mortified pride and disap-
pointed expectations. And the Squire
came to the conclusion that true love
would have its way in spite of all dissent-
ing of the parents.

‘‘Papa,” said Mary, ‘‘please may [ have
George?

“I don't care,” said the Squire.

And that in his case passed for an affir-
mation. ButtheSquire remainsa widower
still, and Miss Pepper's chances grow
‘*small by degrees and beautifully less.”

|gele’'s Nel [erfaratar,

The best paper for Btamp collectors, Photo-
graphers und eoin collectors, Everything n good
stamp pupor ought to be. 75 d alers advertise
in it. Artictes for Dec mbur by Hon. E B,
Sterling and William B. Hale.
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Bample copies 5 cents.
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