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Introduction

Cinnamomum Schaeffer belonging to the family Lauraceae, consists of about 250 species having the geographical
distribution from South to Southeast Asia and Australia (Koestermans, 1995). According to Kew herbarium website,
there are 317 accepted taxa belonging to the genus Cinnamomum Schaeffer ( accessed on 12/08/2014). The genus is
rather well represented in India with 41 species (Gangopadhyay, 2008; Remya et al.,2014). During the studies on the
endemic flora of the Southern Western Ghats, the authors have come across some interesting specimens procured
from the southern part of the Kerala State belonging to the genus Cinnamomum. On critical taxonomic studies and a
perusal of literature revealed that the taxon is new to science (Kostermans, 1964, 1969, 1983, 1986, 1995; Manilal &
Shylaja, 1986; Mohanan & Henry, 1991; Nayar et al., 2006; Baruah & Nath, 2007; Gangopadhyay, 2008;
Geethakumary et al., 2007, 2012; Santhosh et al., 2011, Santhosh & Jabbar, 2014). The new taxon is allied to
Cinnamomum filipedicillatum Kosterm. and C. riparium Gamble and it is described in detail along with relevant
illustrations. A brief comparative description between the new taxon and its allied taxa also furnished.

Cinnamomum mohananii A.Gangaprasad, S.P.Mathew et R.Jagadeesan

Type: India, Kerala, Alappuzha district, Kanjoorkavu, 20 m, 06-08-14, Jagadeesan R 7415 (Holotype CAL; Isotype
TBGT, KUBH)

Cinnamomu mohananiiA.Gangaprasad, S.P.Mathew et R.Jagadeesan is allied to C. filipedicillatum Kosterm. and C.
riparium Gamble. The significant diagnostic characters for distinguishing the new taxon from its allied species are
puberulous petiole, dichasial cyme and apparent difference in length of the pedicel and fruit (table 1).
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Description

Erect shrub or small tree, 4m height, young stem, petioles and inflorescence minutely pubescent. Leaves opposite,
sub-coriaceous or membranous, 2-9 x 1-4 cm, ovate — lanceolate — elliptic, acuminate at apex, obtuse — cuneate at
base, glaucous or not beneath, glabrous; basal nerves 3 — 5, arising 2 — 4 mm above from the base, reticulation clear
in the lower surface, faint on the upper surface; petioles 2 — 6 mm long, puberulous. Cymes axillary or arising 2 — 6
mm above the immediate leaf axils, shorter than the leaves, accrescent after anthesis, 4 — 10 flowered, slender bracts
1 - 2mm, ovate — lanceolate, grey pubescent; pedicels up to 4 cm long, pubescent; perianth lobes 6, outer 3, 2.5 —
3.5 mm long, elliptic, ovate — lanceolate, valvate, pubescent; inner perianth lobes 3, 1.5 — 1.75 mm ovate — obovate,
glabrescent. Stamens in 3 rows of 3 each, outer 2 series with introrse and inner row with extrorse anthers having
glands at the base; staminodes 3, stipitate; Ovary sessile, glabrous, style simple, stigma capitate or obscurely 3—
lobed. Berries 8 — 10 x 6 — 7 mm, oblong ovoid, seated on the enlarged perianth lobes, deep purple turning black on
drying.

Flowering: April-August

Habitat: Evergreen tree let found growing in sacred groves at an altitude of c¢. 20m.

Etimology: The species is named after Dr. C.N.Mohanan, Former Head Environmental Science Division, Centre for
Earth Science Studies, Thiruvananthapuram, who initiated the floristic study on the sacred groves of Kerala and its

biodiversity conservation potential.
Table 1: Comparison of Cinnamomum mohananii with its allied species.

Characters C filipedicillatum C.riparium C. mohananii

Habit Straggling shrub Small tree Shrub or small tree

Leaf Sub-coriaceous, elliptic — ovate or | Coriaceous, linear - lanceolate | Sub-coriaceous, lanceolate or
lanceolate elliptic - ovate

Petiole 6 — 15 mm, glabrous 10 mm, glabrous 2 — 6 mm, puberulous

Inflorescence Axillary panicles, 6 — 8 flowers, Axillary sub-umbellate Axillary or internodal dichasial
flowers glabrous corymbs, 3 — 7 flowered, cymes, 4 — 10 flowers, flowers

flowers pubescent pubescent

Pedicel 6 — 20 mm long 7 —15 mm long 3—5mm long

Perianth lobes 2.5 mm long, glabrous 5 mm long, pubescent 2.5-3.5mm long

Filaments Glabrous Pubescent Pubescent

Berry 14 mm long 15 mm long 10 mm long
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Figure 1: 1. Habit, 2. Flowering twig

Figure 2: Cinnamomum mohananii A.Gangaprasad, S.P.Mathew and R.Jagadeesan sp. nov. 1.Flowering twig,
2. Flower L.S, 3. Flower bud, 4 & 5. Perianth lobes. 6 & 7. Stamens, 8. Staminodes
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