B LB

“k%;]—(”

3550 T ST Bk A Ml 22 S S

Mechtenberg-Venustas et Utilitas
Aesthetics of Agricultural Landscape in Urban Contexts
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The Aesthetics of agricultural landscape in the urban
context of the former “Ruhrgebiet” now aiming to
create its new image as the “Metropolis Ruhr”. An
extraordinary project idea in a remarkable landscape
that has been vastly transformed during the last
centuries: from a pristine natural landscape to a
sparsely populated agricultural countryside, which
later on, during the industrialization of mining, was
relentlessly exploited.

Today a unique designed landscape has remained:
recovered rank vegetation that has recuperated the
remaining free spaces; towering stockpiles, industry
woodlands, horizons of smokestacks; and cities. The
element of the Above and the Underground is always
perceptible in this landscape, is omnipresent.

Amidst of these spatial textures lie the relicts of
the formerly wide agricultural surfaces, now tightly
surrounded by urban perimeters. They have survived
in a reduced form, their borders defined by streets
and housing areas. But in this dense spatial context
the green spaces are exposed to an enormous land
use impact. The aerial view makes it visible: arable
land lies like a “Central Park” in the midst of the urban
fabric. The agrarian landscape becomes a recreational
space, a valve for the people’s longing for leisure and
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adventure. While on the other hand the farmers -
unintentional designers of the landscape — often work
at the margin of subsistence, always being aware of
how other farms have already been given up.

In addition to the agrarian use and the demand of
recreation areas arises a need for a certain Beauty of
the Landscape, an “Aesthetic of Agriculture”. But just
as much mere utility would lead to an impoverishment
of the agrarian landscape image, a mere aesthetic
approach would also be a sign of a questionable
development. How would we judge such an aesthetic
image, when we know that this beauty has been
realized at the expense of the loss of the central
meaning of cultural landscape, i.e. the production?
Our research underlies topics of simplicity and
respect for the earth, the combination of beauty
and utility. The proposals and interventions we have
conceived are meant as an accompaniment of the
spectator to explore certain questions: what | see, is
it coincidence, has it something to do with agriculture
or is it a designed scenery? He becomes curious.
On the threshold between “understanding - non-
understanding” his perception of the surrounding
widens. The relation to the project develops and
changes; thoughts emerge; questions that accompany
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the visitor.

“Venustas et Utilitas” consists of several seasonal
phases and inter-phases, that develop over a period of
two years. A kind of crescendo, that interacts with the
agrarian calendar.

At the beginning precise colour-lines cross or frame
the grain fields, with a peak in the summer 2009.
Afterwards the lines turn into colour-bands. For the
final image during the last phase the colours will shade
into each other over the fields, from dark to light. A
probably rather subtle image that requires an attentive
and trained eye: the art of perception.

The project makes use of the increasing interest in
observing and exploring in order to make the farmer’s
work more comprehensible and able to be experienced,
and aims to cultivate respect for the earth. Therefore
we also wanted to make the intermediate phases
of preparation and treatment visible and wanted to
communicate the value of the earth as carrier of the
seed. Ploughing, sowing, grubbing and refinement
make part of the agricultural work as well as the view
over a ripe grain field or the joy of the harvest.
“Venustas et Utilitas” is part of a research series, an
experiment, that on one hand interacts between the
farmer’s experience and work and on the other hand
follows a new Culture of Ethics. ll
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