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Herbst Pavilion

San Francisco, CA

%,Butterfly

TABLE TENNIS USATT Sanctioned Four-Star Event

....1-61.r 1-1,1,<=40,1, A First in American Table Tennis!

"1 Cumulative point totals in all rating and age events.
F: 41

All events you play will go towards your tour points total. At the
1- v<: end of the tour after the last tour event in Sacramento, your final

r rating calculated by USATT will determine which division you are
, - . O%2*„':&, eligible for. We will have 5 rating divisions, U-1200,1201-1500,

1501-1800,1801-2100, and O-2100.
Other divisions winners:

Open: A Separate point total (Championships Points) will be tallied
for the Open event at each tour event. The top 16 finishers will be

t£  eligible for the Tour finals to be held at the North American Teams
" Championships in Baltimore in November.

Women's, Junior's, and Senior's: Winners will be decided based
· on tour point totals.

Hardbat Singles:A separate point total (Hardbat Points) will be
calculated. All hardbat events will count toward this total.

The -winner of each division will be awarded at the awards
ceremony after the Tour Open Finals at the North American Teams.
For more information, visit our website at:

- http://www.natabletennis.com.

€ A Blt credit card for the North American

Register online and pay by

Table Tennis Tour at

Iri.2..8. 6Sqpht#*#al nli) www.ttsuperstore.com

Featured products:

€·NNI Butterfly, Juic, Friendship, Double Happiness,
Tibhar, Donic, Yasaka, Skitt, Nittaku, and Newgy!



1111 IComplete both sides!
I. 4rimillilillibill=-70 70

.· C I Please specify which tour stop this registration form
2  is for:01-*terRy

TABLE TENNIS |

Please send complete

registration form with
payment to:

North American 
Table Tennis

PO Box 59451

Potomac, MD 20859

Or pay by credit card
ina.Ati. ·--9======mil

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone Number:< ) _ Male /Female
www.ttsuoerstore.com

..-49, USATT ID: Date of Birth:

For more information:

Check our ad in

USATT Magazine or
visit our website at:

iyriti**0"imull**;Iir/4
j
1

Expiration Date: Rating:

Email: (for confirmation purposes)

ti,.2 .1

1- 14



(complete both sides!)
Your Name:  Tour Stop:

Tour Date:
Please fill in events (see advertisement):

1) 4) 7)

2) 5) 8)

3) 6) Doubles Partner (one event only):

Number of Events 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Event
Adult $35 $55 $75 $95 $110 $125 $140 $150 
Youth U -18 $30 $45 $60 $75 $ 90 $105 $115 $125 Fee:

USATT Rating and Registration Fee: $ 5.00

USATT Membership Fee: Juniors: $12 Adults: $25 Three Year: $60 $

T-Shirt: $15 ea. S M L XL XXL $

Total: Make. Cherks navahle to North American Table Tennis. Returned checks: $25 | $



Tour Date Event Location

April 28-30,2000 Butterfly Open Raleigh, NC
19 -4May 12-14, 2000 Eastern Open Baltimore, MD

June 23-25,2000 Golden Gate Open San Francisco, CA  
July 28-30,2000 Matthew Murad Memorial Open Landover, MD ta
August 18-20, 2000 Mid-Atlantic Open College Park, MD iNt
Sept 29-Oct 1, 2000 Western Open Sacramento, CA k. • Meffly.

Enter using the registration card in this issue or register online at
www.ttsuperstore.com. Credit Cards accepted online. Sponsore

Events Day
1 Open Singles Saturd

2 Women's Singles Sunda'

3 Under 22 Men's Singles Saturd

4 Under 22 Women's Singles Saturd
5 Under 18 Boys' Singles Friday
6 Under 18 Girls' Singles Friday

7 Under 16 RR Singles Sunda'

8 Under 13 RR Singles Sunda'

9 Under 10 RR Singles Saturd

10 Over 40 RR Singles Sunda'

11 Over 50 RR Singles Saturd

12 Over 60 RR Singles Sunda

13 Under 2600 Singles Sunda'

14 Under 2500 Singles Saturd

15 Under 2375 RR Singles Saturd

16 Under 2250 RR Singles Saturd

17 Under 2125 RR Singles Sunda'

18 Under 2000 RR Singles Saturd

19 Under 1850 RR Singles Sunda'

20 Under 1700 RR Singles Saturd

21 Under 1550 RR Singles Saturd

22 Under 1400 RR Singles Saturd

23 Under 1200 RR Singles Saturd

24 Under 1000 RR Singles Sunda

25 Novice RR Singles Sunda'

26 Hardbat RR Singles Friday

27 Hardbat U 2000 RR Singles Saturd
28 Hardbat Doubles Friday
29 Under 4200 Doubles Friday
30 Under 3200 Doubles Friday

Venue Location:

Fort Fis
Mason-Wi
Center

Holiday Inn

\/ Downtown

* Not to scale

Time 1 2

ay 10:00 AM $ 1,000 $ 500

9 10:00 AM $ 250 $ 125

ay 4:00 PM $ 140 $ 70

ay 4:00 PM $ 140 $ 70

7:00 PM $ 100 $ 50

7:00 PM $ 100 $ 50

9 12:00 PM A A
9:00 AM A A

ay 12:30 PM A A
, 12:00 PM $ 120 $ 60

ay 5:00 PM $ 100 $ 50

9:00 AM $ 80 $ 40

9:00 AM $ 150 $ 75

ay 9:00 AM $ 120 $ 60

ay 6:00 PM $ 100 $ 50

ay 2:30 PM $ 90 $ 45

1 10:30 AM $ 80 $ 40

ay 11:30 AM $ 70 $ 35

2:00 PM $ 60 $ 30

ay 2:30 PM A A
ay 7:00 PM A A

ay 4:00 PM A A

ay 10:00 AM A A
1 10:30 AM A A

2.00 PM A A

7:30 PM $ 100 $ 50

ay 11:30 AM $ 80 $ 40

6:00 PM $ 100 $ 50

6:00 PM $ 100 $ 50

6:00 PM $ 80 $ 40

For specific;herman's

larf directions, see our
-         website.

Venue:

Fort Mason Center

Herbst Pavilion

San Francisco CA

3-4 5-8

$ 250 $ 125

Hotel:

Spe web page for more
details, or call us at

410-366-6547.

Air Travel:

Southwest Airlines is

offering a 10% discount
on most of its already low
fetie for air travel to and

from all tour events. You

or your travel agent may
call Southwest Airlines

Group and Meeting
Reservations at

1-800-433-5368 and

reference the assigned
I.D. CODE W4990.

Reservation Sales Agents are
available 8:00AM - 5:00PM

Monday - Friday, or 9:30AM - 3:30

PM Saturday and Sunday. You

may make reservations five days

prior to travel to take advantage of
this offer.

Call NA Table Tennis for

specials with other
airlines.

$ 35 A = Award

Brought to you by:

.fy Horth American

Table Tennds

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Web: http://www.natabletennis.com
Email: rlee@ natabletennis.com

Phone: 410-366-6547

Mail: PO BOX 59451, Potomac, MD 20859-9451

.J
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By Sheri Soderberg Pittman

ince this issue of the magazine coincides
with the conclusion of my one-year term
as president of USA Table Tennis, I am

devoting this article in the "association primer
series" to discussing my role as the president,
including my assessment of the year in review.

One of the most common misconceptions
about the presidency is that it is a paid posi-
tion. It is not. As a volunteer, I have devoted

upwards of 40 hours a week and traveled on
about 15 trips, including twice for roughly two
weeks. It's been an intense year.

I set out with a plan to implement several
immediate changes. In other areas, opportuni-
ties presented themselves to us. In all, I will
distill the activities of this past year down to a
discussion of ten points: our magazine, our
headquarters staff, our legal counsel, our USOC
relations, our coaching program, our budget,
our tournament structure, our national schools

program, our ITI'F/international relations, and
our association's prospects for growth.

1) MAGAZINE

Last July Acting Executive Director
Linda Gleeson and this administration decided

to hire Larry Hodges to serve as the interim
editor/webmaster when the vacancy in the po-
sition occurred. We removed the in-house pub-
lication responsibility from headquarters at a
time when the executive director position was

also vacant. Larry immediately created a sched-
ule to get the publication cycle back in sync
with the cover months, noticeably improved the
magazine and website content, and dramatically
increased advertising revenues. He has done
an outstanding job. Needless to say, our ex-
ecutive director Ben Nisbet, upon being hired,
decided to keep Larry on.

2) HEADQUARTERS STAFF

When I became president last May, we had
already been without an executive director for
three months. A large backlog of work was
becoming larger on a daily basis. Our former
Deputy Executive Director, Linda Gleeson,
stepped in and valiantly attempted to keep our
association functioning smoothly during the
transition. It was a hectic time period. I wound
up getting more involved in the operational
aspects of our association than I had intended
to, but the prolonged job vacancy also proved
to be a blessing in that I had tremendous say in
the ultimate hiring of Ben Nisbet as the new
executive director.

Ben's knowledge of table tennis - both as

a once-2300 player and as a 6-year Board mem-
ber and association treasurer - as well as his

long-term career in banking inspired the Board
to hire someone from our association to serve

as the executive director. The alternative was

to hire a sports management professional who
had never been exposed to table tennis. I was
confident then that we made the right decision;

from my point of view, we needed an in-house

202[ . ...1 3<ip

4*4,

leader who understood our sport, our
association, as well as our relationships »9&4
with the USOC and the ITIF. From

the feedback that I've heard, the gen-
eral consensus is that Ben has been

doing an excellent job.
·

Even though the roles of the prest- Piti
dent and the executive director are dis- 13

..Cherth
tinct, in reality, the two roles are quite em: ,

intertwined. The goals of the president *fligkt
and the executive director should be 4%03-
mutual. Their visions should be shared.

And their public positions should be, for the
most part, unified. When these all occur, the
energies of the president and the executive di-
rector coalesce and that synergy brings a surge
of progress. While we still have a great deal of
work to do, I am confident that we are well-
focused and are moving forward quickly.

3) LEGAL COUNSEL

As an attorney, 1 stressed to Ben that get-
ting our legal affairs in order would be a high
priority. Ben decided to change our legal coun-
sel. Our approach has shifted from being re-
actionary to being proactive in dealing with
legal issues. This approach has also added to
my workload since I usually review and dis-
cuss almost all of our developing and pending
legal issues with Ben. While this new focus
on our legal matters has no doubt added to our

business expenses in the short-term, we have
taken dramatic steps to protect our association's
present and future legal interests.

4) USOC RELATIONS

Before I discuss the year-long interaction
we have had with the USOC, I would like to

share some breaking news. On the weekend
of April 15, I attended the USOC Board of
Directors meeting. I even had the chance to
meet the USOC's new chief operating officer,
Norm Blake. Early media reports had stirred
up some controversy. There were media reports
that he had actually targeted table tennis as one
of the sports that would receive even less fi-
nancial support from the USOC. In marked
contrast to those reports, according to his for-
mal presentation, our funding will not decrease.
Certainly there will be many changes in our
relationship with the USOC. Future "associa-
tion primer series" articles will undoubtedly
address both our evolving relationship and spe-
cific details as they emerge.

Over the last weekend in August, a group

of eight participants drafted our new High Per-
formance Plan (Plan) with the guidance of our
USOC liaison, Kelly Skinner. Again, while the
workload was significant, this was another
blessing because the resulting document gave
us an association blueprint that is consistent

with this administration's goals and intents. We

were able to postpone the planning weekend

to the last possible time when everything could
still be completed in order to meet the other
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involved deadlines - the setting of our 2000
markers and our 2000 budget - but would also
include our newly-hired executive director.
The intense weekend became, in essence, Ben's

first days on the job.
During the Plan meeting, our USOC liai-

son made it clear that the USOC was going to
significantly increase its pressure on us to pro-
duce Olympic medalists. Indeed, the USOC
merged each sport's Athlete Development Pipe-
line into the heart of that national governing
body's Plan. In September the Board approved
the essence of our new Plan, which was still in

draft and skeletal form, and immediately com-
mitted ourselves to following the six goals we
enunciated in our new guiding document. 1
will now discuss the progress we have made
on those six goals.

5) GOAL TO DEVELOP OLYMPIC
AND WORLD CHAMPION MEDALISTS

Early on in my presidency, both of our na-
tional coaches, Dan Seemiller and Doru

Gheorghe, exhibited the desire not only to coach
the national team, but also to assume the overall

responsibility for our national coaching devel-
opment plan. I agreed. I felt that there should
be a mutuality of purpose between the national
coaches and the coaching committee. The USOC
implicitly shared this same point of view through
its mandate that the national coaches both attend

and write a significant portion of our Plan. So,
while our coaches gear up for the Olympics, they
are also laying the foundation for a new national
coaching infrastructure along with Coaching
Committee Chair Mark Nordby.

NORTH AMERICAN

*CORPORATE GAMES
»F WorldFTrade Center Palm Beach has

recently acquired the North American li-
cense to host the North American Corpo-
rate Gamesannually. Table tennis will be
among the sports offered. The Games will
be held in Palm Beach County each year
over the last weekend in October.

t€*Elf youtare interested in participating
in this year's Corporate Games, please
contact Mark Conboy at (561) 616-1999.
More information about the event will be

available in the next*issue of the maga-
zine as well as at the U.S. Open.

// 1
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Although both our men's and women's
team fell slightly in their world rankings,
we also enjoyed wonderful accomplish-
ments this year. USA swept the Pan Am
Games gold medals as well as a bronze
medal. We also just garnered nearly all po-
dium spots during our continental qualifi-
cations for the Olympic positions.

6) GOAL TO INCREASE

FUNDING SOURCES

The most noteworthy accomplish-
ment we' ve had in this area is our 4-year

clothing sponsorship contract, which we
have valued at over $125,000. As we

go to press, there are a couple of other
sponsorship negotiations that we appear
to be close to finalizing.

7) GOAL TO CREATE A
PROFESSIONAL STRUCTURE
FOR DOMESTICALLY-HELD
EVENTS

The staging of the Nationals and the
Olympic qualification trials, and the pre-
tournament preparation for the 2000 U.S.
Open/ITTF Pro Tour were critical because
our events serve as a public and visible
barometer of our association's ability to
become a more viable sport in our country.

Our association's handling of the
Olympic qualifications in Rochester. NY
drew favorable remarks from the Cana-

dian association as well as ITTF Presi-

dent Adham Sharara. Although Adham
was not able to attend the event. he was

impressed by both the television cover-
age that he saw and the feedback that the
Canadians gave him. I believe that we
are poised to deliver similar results this
summer at our U.S. Open/[TTF Pro Tour.

8) GOAL TO IMPLEMENT A

NATIONAL SCHOOLS PROGRAM
Our markers require us to initiate a

minimum of two regional school pro-
grams. In March our association signed
a contract with the Warren Company.
The Warren Company is responsible for
finding both interested school systems
and local funding to support bringing a
multi-sports program into the schools.
This program is already underway in the
Rochester, NY area. The Palm Beach

County Sports Commission has also
expressed strong interest in starting a
school program this fall.

9) GOAL TO ESTABLISH A HIGH
LEVEL OF INVOLVEMENT AND
VISIBILITY WITHIN THE

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY

Due to the cancellation of the world

championships in Belgrade last spring, the
event was eventually split into two tour-
naments - in Holland and in Malaysia -
and so I wound up attending two world
championships within this past year when
normally no world championships would
have been scheduled. The once-in -four-

years Pan Am Games also coincidentally

fell into this time period. The trips en-
abled me to pursue an international
agenda for our association.

Last August Adham Sharara was
elected the new president of the ITTE
One of his priorities is to assist our as-
sociation in promoting the growth of
table tennis in the United States. We

welcome his commitment.

I have also proposed a new rela-
tionship with the Chinese association.
We see the mutual benefits that we can

derive through modernizing "ping pong
diplomacy" as greater market and busi-
ness opportunities develop between our
two Countries.

IO) GOAL TO FOSTER AN
ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH
USATT-AFFILIATED CLUBS

GROW AND PROSPER

This goal is perhaps our most gen-
eral and all-encompassing goal. Club
Development & Membership Services
Chair Alan Williams is working hard to
refine proposals for the Board to con-
sider. Similarly, George Brathwaite is
developing a league proposal.

One aspect of fostering a positive
environment for clubs to grow and pros-
per is for the Board to treat our general
membership with respect. As I prom-
ised when I ran for election in 1998, I
will seek to restore the vote for our

association's officers to the general
membership at our Board's May meeting.
I also support removing substantive elec-
tion matters from our association's stand-

ing rules and placing them in our By-
Laws. Proposals to substantially change
election procedures should require ad-
equate notice to the membership to allow
for timely membership feedback in order
to avoid retroactive announcements or

self-delegation of authority on the Board's
part. Our next election cycle will take
place in 2001, which will overlap nicely
with the 2000-2004 quadrennial cycle.
Because both the USOC and the ITTF op-
erate on quadrennial cycles, I will pro-
pose that we adapt our election cycle to
the Olympic quadrennium. That way fu-
ture administrations would be responsible
for both creating and carrying out one in
the same vision.

And so, as the term of my presi-
dency draws to an end, I thought it might
be interesting to write about the year in
review. If it is the will of the Board when

we convene the first weekend in May, I
am willing to continue to serve as presi-
dent until the next election in 2001

when, hopefully, the membership will
once again elect its officers.

Without specifically mentioning any
names, I also want to thank everyone who
has dedicated hard work, long hours. and
personal talents toward the advancement
of our sport during my term as president.
I have appreciated it immensely. Volun-

teers are critical to our success. 3

USATT Board of Directors
President: Sheri Soderberg Pittman

1520 Dale Lane • Delray Beach, FL 33444
(561) 276-4615 • sheripittman@netscape.net

Executive Vice President: Dr. Jiing Wang
11511 E. Garvey Ave. • El Monte, CA 91732

(626) 350-0116

Treasurer: Tong Lee

1295 Quandt Court • Lafayette, CA 94549-2624
(925) 296-5531 • tlee94549@yahoo.com

Secretary: Dennis Taylor
1916 R St. NW, #207 • Washington, D.C. 20009

(202) 667-9622 • Picctpt@aol.com

Vice President: George Brathwaite
580 Main St., Apt. 756 • Roosevelt Island, NY 10044

(212) 980-8442 • braithwaite_g @ hotmail.com

Vice President: Khoa Nguyen
3286 Pappanni Way • San Jose, CA 95148
(650) 937-6147 • khoanguyen @yahoo.com

433 Vice President: Barney D. Reed
4 3213 Monthaven Park Place

Hendersonville TN 37075

(615) 822-1198 • barney.reed@gte.net

Vice President: Bob Tretheway
RO. Box 2138 • Colorado Springs, CO 80901

(719) 339-2519 • tabletennis@ usa.com

Vice President & Foundation

Representative: Jimmy McCIure
4226 Country Club Blvd. • Cape Coral, FL 33904

(941) 945-1718

Group B Vice President: Jeff Davis
Asst. Dir. of Operations · University of Colorado

1420 Austin Bluffs Parkway
RO. Box 7150 • Colorado Springs, CO 80933

(719) 593-3491 • jdavis@ mail.uccs.edu

Olympic Athlete Representative: Diana Gee
502 Lynetree Drive • West Chester, PA 19380

(610) 594-9439 • DKgee@yahoo.com

National Athlete Representative: Jim Butler
1011 Augusta Dr., #103 • Houston, TX 77057

' (713) 952-1528 • jbutler@ping-pong.corn

National Athlete Representative: Lily Yip
14 Dock Watch Hollow Road • Warren, NJ 07059

(732) 748-9712 • atlanta96@email.msn.com

»:4, Executive Director: Ben Nisbet

USATT, One Olympic Plaza
0%** -4 Cdorado Springs, CO 80909

719-578-4583 • usatt5@iex.net
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6.eutive EZ>iteetot; 7Gpott
By Ben Nisbet

Thanks to Richard McAfee, his staff, Ray Mack, the 40
local volunteers, USA Table Tennis Officials, Bud Light,
Butterfly, Monroe County Sports Development Corporation, and
The Greater Rochester Visitors Association, The 2000 Olympic
Team Trials for Table Tennis was a resounding success. We
held the event in a hockey arena, and the lighting and limited
airflow in the building brought forth outstanding table tennis,
particularly on the women's side, where the world-class defensive
play of Virginia Sung and Chris Xu added to the suspense.

Unlike an athlete who remembers a tournament by matches
won or lost, I must evaluate a USA Table Tennis event as a

performance.

1 Were the conditions ideal for high-level play?
1 How well did we promote the tournament?

> Did the spectators enjoy our production?
> Were our sponsors satisfied?
P Did we promote our sport in the local community?
> How well did we work with local clubs in attracting new

members?

1 Were the needs of our Volunteers met?

.=4 0#idad
Rules Changes 2000:

Yes, We Can Make a Difference
By "Dr. Azmf'

I would like to congratulate the delegates of USA Table

Tennis, players and officials, and those
who fought all the past years to make
some changes in the rules of the game

of Table Tennis. It shows that when we ) R  *&

cooperate together with patience, perse- {y 121>*lk**f
verance and wisdom, we can make a dif- ..4

ference. Here are new rule changes made
by the International Table Tennis Federa-

tion (ITTF).

1. Several years ago, Gus Kennedy proposed a

motion, reflecting the sentiment of USATT, regarding the
service. The motion was that during the serve, the player
should strike the ball between his body and the end line of
his side of the table. After years of carrying the banner for
change and convincing several other associations, a pro-

posal is being tested. It will emphasize the rule that in ser-
vice the ball will be struck between the closest part of the
body and the end line of the table. That means that even
the elbow cannot be in front of the ball. The final wording

will be stated in the upcoming ITTF Bulletin.
2. The act which disturbed a lot of players, and for which I

received the highest number of complaints in the U.S., fi-
nally will come to an end. A racket cannot be changed
during a match unless it is accidentally damaged so badly

tz] USA TABLE TENNIS MAGAZINE • May/June 2000

The criteria I have es-

tablished above has never

been fully addressed at USA

Table Tennis headquarters.
Without consistent leader-

ship at the Executive Direc-
tor position and without in-
sider knowledge of our sport,
USA Table Tennis staff and

volunteers had previously fo-
cused their efforts on ensur-

ing that our top athletes and entries in our tournaments were
satisfied. This is by no means an easy task (I can't believe how
complex our tournaments really are!), but it misses some criti-
cal questions, which are addressed above.

If we want to promote our sport and show the world what a
great sport table tennis is, we must improve production of our
major events. If we can't get it right, we reinforce our image
that table tennis is a recreational game in which one wins with a
few "tricky" spins.

In Rochester we took a major step in getting our production
formula right. I look forward to the U.S. Open, where you can

expect to see some positive changes in how USA Table Tennis
runs its events !

0%

that it cannot be used. There is an understanding that the
change has to be to a racket of the same specifications. That
means a player should have two identical rackets with him
at the site of the table. I am glad that this motion has passed
as it will end all the complaints about changing to a racket
with junk rubber close to the end of a game.

Several other changes have been accepted. The mains ones are
as follows:

1. The ball has a new diameter of 40mm and a weight of 2.7

 grams. (This change will take effect starting Oct. 1, 2000.
From that date, the 40mm ball must be used in international

competitions, but associations may, at their discretion, con-
tinue to use the 38mm ball for domestic competitions.)

2. A player obstructs the ball if he, or anything he wears or
carries, intercepts it when it is moving towards the play-
ing surface and has not passed beyond his end line, not
having touched his court since last being struck by his op-
ponent. (The bold wording is what has been added.)

3. The referee can disqualify for the remainder of a competi-
tion a coach who has been sent away from the playing area

twice during that competition.
4. In World Championships doubles events, both players must

be from the same association.

Please understand that all of these changes apply to interna-
tional competitions only. However, USATT can apply all or
some of them. I am sending a copy of these proposals to the
Officials Committee and USATT Board of Directors for their

consideration and possible adoption. ./6
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MACY BLOCK OPEN

TABLE TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS

(Formerly The Sun TV Open)

June 24 & 25,2000

Greentree Racquet Club, Pittsburgh PA

EVENT # EVENT FEE DATE & TIME 1ST 2ND 3-4 5-8

01. Open Singles $25 Sat. 11:30 a.m. $500 $300 $200 $100

02. Open Doubles 10ea. Sat. 4:30 p.m. 150 100 50

03. U-22 r/r 15 Sat. 9:00 a.m. 100 50 30

04. O-40 r/r 15 Sat. 3:30 p.m. 100 50 30

05. O-50 r/r 15 Sun. 11:30 a.m. 75 50

06. O-60 r/r 15 Sun. 1:30 p.m. 60 40
07. U-2500 i-/r 15 Sun. 9:00 a.m. 150 100 50

08. U-2375 r/r 15 Sat. 5:30 p.m. 125 75 50

09. U-2250 r/r 15 Sun. 11:30 a.m. 100 50 30

10. U-2125 r/r 15 Sun. 9:00 a.m. 100 50 30

11. U-2000 r/r 15 Sat. 11:30 a.m. 100 50 25

12. U-1875 1-/r 15 Sat. 5:30 p.iii. 100 50 25

13. U-1750 r/r 15 Sat. 9:00 a.m. 70 40

14. U-1625 r# 15 Sun. 9 00 a.m. 60 40

15. U-1500 r/r 12 Sat. 2:00 p.m. T T
16. U-1350 r/r 12 Sat. 9:00 a.m. T T

17. U-1200 r/r 12 Sat. 11:30 a.m. T T

18. U-1000 r/r 12 Sat. 3:00 p.m. T T

19. U-18 Boy 12 Sun. 1 30 p.m. 60 40
20. U-16 10 Sun. 12:00 p.m. 50 30
21. U-13 10 Sun. 11:30 a.m. T T

22. U-4100 Doubles 8ea. Sat. 7:30 p.m. 120 60

23. U-3500 Doubles 8ea. Sat. 7:30 p.m. 100 60

**Doubles events #22 & #23 start at the same time. Players may enter only one event; either #22 or #23

ENTRY BLANKS MUST BE RECEIVED BY: WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14, 2000 !!!!!!!!!!!

TOURNAMENT HOTEL:

GREENTREE RADISSON

(formerly: Greentree Marriott)
101 Marriott Drive

(800) 525-5902

Next to playing site.

$70./night (reg. 109/night).
Mention table tennis tournament

for discount.

Motel 6

211 Beechem Drive

(412) 922-9400

6 mi. from playing site

HOTEL RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE NO LATER THAN JUNE 3RD FOR DISCOUNT. RESERVATIONS

MADE AFTER THIS DATE WILL BE CHARGED THE REGULAR RATE.

FOR AN ENTRY BLANK PLEASE CALL: (219) 654-7476
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They Said It...
(D- (\ ' I CORRECTIONS ....

, >7,6,<,, ,/ 'Dic)\ - - \11 ,\- On page 67 of the March/April issue, the
A / A 'rh / .3>,f-Op,r-,

By Larry Hodges - picture on top left is labeled as Chen Jing vs. Li
xx><poopo®obd006©e662%2%629000 Ju, the women's

"Just because my brother-in-law has can- finalist. It is ac-

cer doesn't mean that I need radiation 93 0 ,
-A

tually Chen Jing
therapy." -Marty Reisman on the subject of  vs. Wang Nan in
the 40mm ball. He now supports it. NETS &EDGES the quarterfinals.

On page 28,
Hi... This is Scott Siegel,

.f? President of R.S. Owens 54,
-4.4 & Company, and we 6/

-p&*I, got your letter today. i
103, Just wanted to tell 
r- you that we stand
, corrected and we
 will make a note that
1 the Mark Matthews ./-11*

 Cup and the Oscars /
1 are two of the most £

 prestigious
awards that we ,9"21:"11
manufacture. So *
I appreciate

your letter for setting us straight and we
will certainly correct that oversight! -
Siegel's response to a letter from Steve
Isaacson, Executive Vice President of the USA

Table Tennis Hall of Fame, regarding Siegel's
statement that the Oscars that R.S. Owens &

Co. produce are tile most prestigious of all

the awards they manufacture.

Our guess is that TV viewers won't notice
- not with the diameter of the ball expand-

ing from 1.5 inches to (drum roll, please)
... 1.6. -From article on the new 40mm batl

in Seattle Times. February 28,2000, by

Dwight Perry. First contributed by Tyra
Parkins.

Yes, Ms. Ping Pong. She does not exist and
will not exist until after the Olympic Trials. -

Eric Owens, when asked if he lias a girlfriend.

BRENDAN WITT AND OLAF KOLZIG

Capital Ping Pong Players

The Washington Capitals [hockey team]
are on a winning streak - Tuesday night's 4-2

licking of the Florida Panthers put the Caps

on top of the NHUs Southeast Division. What's
their secret? According to No. 19,25-year-old

defenseman Brendan Witt, it's coffee and ping-

pong.

"We have this pregame ritual," the 6-
foot-2,215-pound Canadian told us yesterday.

He and goaltender Olaf Kolzig carpool to MCI
Center from Crofton. "I live close to a

Starbucks and we usually stop there. We get

grandes of the Sumatra house blend - that's
one of their strongest coffees. lt gets you awake
anyway." Once at the arena, "we play ping-
pong for a good half-hour. We crank up the

tunes and get a little competition going. It gets

pretty serious. ... There was a time there in
January when I actually owned Olie, but he's

back in form now." -Washington Post, March

9,2000, page C3.

1979 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

REUNION

Pyongyang, North Korea -
Beijing, China

Relive one of the most interesting
world championship trips of all time.

Join hosts Tim Boggan and Tom
Wintrich in Ft. Lauderdale for a trip down

finemory lane, featuring a slide show of
Bver 300 photos in living color. Return
to the city streets of Pyongyang, the
Pyongyang subway system, the
Pyongyang Gymnasium, the amusement
park, the Great Wall. the Forbidden City
and the Summer Palace.

Marriott Marina,

Ft. Lauderdale, 2000 U.S. Open.
Date and time to be announced.

All USATT members welcome but

especially:

Lucy Alvarado, Heather Angelinetta,
Eric Boggan, Sally Boggan, Scott
Boggan, Insook Bhushan, Houshang
Bozorgzadeh, Scott Butler, Sue Butler,
Lorna Cho, William Cho, Carl Danner,

Kasia Dawidowicz, Neal Fox, William

Haid, Rufford Harrison, Marty Harrison,

Colleen Kennedy. Gus Kennedy, Mary 
Kennedy, Roger Kennedy. Alice Green.
Young I] Ko, D.J. Lee, He-Ja Lee, Chui

Fan Liu. Jean Nelson, Dave Phillip. John 
Plaster, Sol Schiff. Dan Seemiller, Ricky
Seemiller and Roger Sverdlik.

More info? Have slides to share?

Contact Tom Wintrich at

tomwin@msn.com or (505) 323-35631

. 1

Subscribe to

€Iaggic Eable Emmid jactug

Even if you're not a hardbat

player, you'll enjoy

Classic Table Tennis News,

which covers all aspects of the

hardbat game. Tournament reports,
history, humor, coaching, provoca-

tive essays, photos - CTTN has it all.

Rediscover the game that
got you hooked!

$16/year for four issues.

Make checks payable to:
Classic Table Tennis Association

1208 Bon Air Drive

Augusta, GA 30907

1 1

T
the wrong photo
ran with the

Grady Gordon

profile. This is
the correct photo.

The photo

of Howard Lamb on page 64 was misattributed. It
was taken by Ten·y Canup, who was also left off the
photographer's list on the table of contents despite
taking the ITTF Pro Tour Finals photos on page 66.

MORE CORRECTIONS ....

Dear Editor,

The Jan/Feb issue was another great issue
of the magazine. I have two simple requests for
the next issue.

First, on page 52, the 'Officials Awards"
box. You mistakenly identified Azmy Ibrahim

as the Tournament Referee. I think this was just
an oversight on your part since you already knew
that I was the Tournament Referee. Probably a

case of mistaken identity - "all foreigners look
alike." A simple correction in the next issue
would be appreciated.

Second, the performance of the USA um-
pires and Deputy Referee at the 2000 World
Team championships should be recognized and
mentioned in the next issue. Aly Salam and
Azmy 1brahini represented USA as International
Umpires, and Y.C. Lee was one of six Deputy

Referees working the tournament. In addition, 1
was chosen out of 122 umpires to umpire the
Women's Team Final match between China and

Taipei, one of only two team finals.

Finally, the article by Richard McAfee on
page 26 about the Atlanta November Giant

Round Robin apparently had a case of an over-
active spell checker, changing my name and sex
from "Aly" to "Amy."

Just goes to show you that your magazine
is so interesting, some people read it cover to
cover and catch all the mistakes. No big deal
about the name, I have been called worse.

Aly Salam
Smyrna, GA

Dear Editor,

Hello and Greetings from South Florida. I
had a conversation with Ben Nisbet [USATT Ex-
ecutive Director] about getting involved in pro-

motional work for the Boys' & Girls' Club.

I'm running a tournament on April 8 at a 10-
cal Boy & Girls club. I am donating $800 of the

proceeds to the facility to get a program started for
some kids to play in the U.S. Open. INn doing my

part to give back to the youth of table tennis. Me-
dia one, the company that I work for (an Internet
and cable TV company) is donating $400 and the

cost to have T-shirts made up. I hope I can do
more promotional work for the Boy & Girls Club
because I believe in what they represent.
Brian Pace

Coral Springs, FL

39= USA TABLE TENNIS MAGAZINE • May/June 2000

Photo by John Oros ©2000



LJ-noj f

DOES yOUR GAMENEE-1
AN OVERHAULP.---

t

Take it to our master mechanic.

USATT National Certified Coach, Richard McAfee will be
offering his unique style of teaching at five week long camps
this summer. Coach McAfee is the author of the popular
"McAfee's Mechanics" column published in the USA Table
Tennis Magazine.

Level One - The camp for the developing player. Learn
biomechanical correct stroke fundamentals delivered in a simple
proven system of instruction. Perfect for players rated -1700.
You will leave with a solid understanding of stroke technique,
methods of practice, and a plan for your future development.

Level Two - Do you have the strokes but need help developing
your own unique style? Then this is the camp for you. Perfect
for players rated 17(JO to 2250. The focus is on developing
your own style of play and learning the individual advanced
techniques your style will require. You will leave this camp with
a complete understanding of your style of play, game strategies,
and methods of practice.

Session Dates

June 12-16 Level One

June 19-23 Level Two

July 17-21 Level One
July 24-28 Level Three
Aug 21-25 Senior Camp

Level Three - This is a hardcore tournament players camp, perfect for serious tournament players who are putting in lots
of hours in practice. Minimum rating for participants is 1700+. The focus is on advanced drill methods, learning how to plan
your competitive season [peaking], physical training programs, match skills, nutrition, and psychological skills. Jump-start your
tournament game.

Senior Camp - This is a camp designed especially for the over forty athlete. Emphasis is placed on helping the senior athlete
ge. the most out of his/her games. Special physical training and stretching programs designed for the senior table tennis
athlete will be introduced.

Camp Information
Cost: $295 per session
Low student to coach ratio * Limited enrollment * Early registration suggested
All camps feature a Butterfly Equipment Expo - Demo packets available.
Camps are 5 days, Monday through Friday, 30 hours of instruction.
Nightly fun activities include matches against other Atlanta clubs.
Fee includes full use of the facilities at the Sporting Club at Windy Hill these include:

Free Weights
Cybex Strength Training
Nautilus Strength Training
Keiser Strength Training
TechnoGym
Ezone

Over 90 Cardio Pieces

Indoor Running Track
9 Lighted Tennis Courts

2 Basketball/Volleyball Courts
5 Racquetball Courts
3 Squash Courts THE SPORTING CLUB
2 Aerobic Studios .
50' Rock Wall/Alpine Tower -

ATWINDYHILL
IndoorPool/Outdoor Pool
Cafe

Beautifully Appointed Locker Rooms
Sauna/Steam Room/Whirlpool

Official Camp Hotels:
Hawthorne Suites 770-952-9595

Hyatt [walking distance) 770-956-1234
Mention Table Tennis for lowest rate.

To Register or for more information call:

770-953-1100
or email: mcafeer@mindspring.com
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CAL 40mm 71& 1

Dear Editor,
So far I believe that Mr. Shahara's reasons

for the new size ball; i.e., television, etc., are hard

to believe. Television is not provided here because
the networks have no market for it here. How-

ever, to Mr. Shahara, I submit that if an American

player ascends to the quarters or semitinal of a
world event. the networks will be there: and they
will not care if the ball is 38mm or 138mm.

James Ritz

Vallejo, CA

Dear Editor,

The bal] was introduced to our club two

weeks ago, and after an initial "what the heck?",
it is now extremely popular. The away-from-the-
table players seem to be the quicker to adapt to
the smaller break on the bounce and less spin.

The blockers (ME) seem to have more prob-
lenis. BUT, 1 still love it, and I think it is doing just
what was needed for table tennis. lt makes the spin
manageable and allows for returns of previous balls
that would be called -winners."

I see little reason for anyone to hate the
new ball. unless they lived on serves. It is slower

and less spinny. but not so different you can't

adjust to it quickly.
This is actually the first time ]'m really

excited to go the club and play in quite a while.
James Allen

Simpsonville. SC

Dear Editor.

Like all players, at whatever level of play, I

have had to adjust over the 29 years 1 have been
playing to new materials and rules. It was per-
haps inevitable that the ball would come under
scrutiny at some point. What I cannot understand
is how 2nini will make any significant difference
to television coverage of the sport, as has been
claimed. My limited experience of the sport as a
spectator is that audiences who watch are nearly
always players, even when watching the sport on
TV. We understand the technicalities and diffi-

culties of the game. However, every sport has its
ergonomics. I just cannot see how the extra 211lm

is going to make the ball that much easier to see
on TV. If we take lawn tennis, all the equipment
is proportional to the playing area. The ball trav-
els at speeds in excess of Table Tennis, so I just
can't see how the change is going to benefit the
sport overall, when both a Tennis Ball traveling
at speed and a Table Tennis ball traveling at speed
look about the same size on TV. It just does not

make sense. especially as the entire service in-

dustry will have to gear up to the new ball size.
This brings me to the crunch. I just bought

a Newgy RoboPong 2000, which by its deci-
sion, the ITTF just made obsolete. Must I no*jj
spend another $300 plus for a replacement head
because of an argument for TV viewers, which
just doesn't seem to make logical sense, as pre-
viously argued? I am not against progress. which
is a clear benefit to the game for player and spec-
tator alike, but I am not convinced by this one,
Jef Savage 11*39
Fort Loudon, PA %32 -10

1 4 47

04 FF

A,Af.,I

So the motion is to adopt the 500mm ball, which not only is mo
visible on TV, but also indicates the type of spin. All those in favor

Dear Editor,
On February 23,2000, the world of table

tennis spoke of a desire to increase the size of
the bal] to 40mm. Actually. when the vote is
roughly 100-4, it's a shout for change. Just as
we saw when the island nation of Kiribati rang
in the new millennium and other countries so-

lidified their status as Y2K compliant, it's now
time for the USATT to vote to do the same.

[n spite of the magnitude of this change.
there is evolutionary precedent for us to follow
the lead of the world and change as well. Back
at the 1952 World Championships, Hiroje Satoh
showed up with a sponge racket and handily won

the title. Yet, most U.S. players stuck with hard
bat until the 1960s. As of 1952, the U.S. had

won eight world titles. Since then? One. That
was the mixed doubles tandem of Erwin Klein

and Leah Neuberger in 1956 in Tokyo (with
Klein using sponge, Neuberger a hard bat).
Marty Reisman was the number one seed at the

'52 Championships. Have many top seeds have
we had since then? Zero.

Given the already long challenge that our

top and junior players face. we ought to feel a
sense of duty to change entirely to the 40mm

ball. Imagine the consternation of players (es-
pecially those just mentioned) to walk into an

environment of complete and utter anarchy not
knowing what type of equipment they will play

with. Imagine the hysterical laughter from the
rest of the world when our players show up at
tournaments and warm up with the old ball.

As we have seen from the advent of the

sponge racket, failure to adapt quickly to change
is a journey to mediocrity. Let's learn from past

mistakes and not let history repeat itself.
Peter Chamberlain

Bartlesville, OK

re

....

Dear Editor,
The 40mm ball lasted about 10 minutes at our

club in Butler. Pennsylvania, Before 1 arrived,
the 10 players that were present tried the ball
and threw it out. They complained that it was
slow, boring to play with and subtracted far too

much from the game.
Paul Sybert
Butter, PA

Dear Editor,

I played with the new Yasaka 4Omni bal.

on Monday, and found it to be a high-quality
ball. I have some really spinny and fast serves
that my usual opponent has a lot of trouble with.
and he had NO trouble returning them with the

new ball. lt definitely takes the serves out of the

game; I think that serving short is the best op-
tion. I usually play a medium (average) distance
from the table, but in trying out different Play-

ing styles, I found that either standing farther
back or right on top of the table was more effec-
tive, and flat hitting instead of looping was
MUCH more successful. When we switched

back to the 38mm ball, we could definitely see
an increase in the amount of service winners and

shorter points. I think that the 40mm ball will

create more long rallies, which I think will be a

lot more fun, especially for newcomers to the
sport. And if it encourages more people to try
and be competitive more quickly, that can't be a
bad thing. For a young up-and-coming-player,
I'd suggest using it immediately. especially if

you have hopes of competing at a national or
international level someday, because the game
WILL be different. Might as well get a jump on
it now !

Doug Wruck
Milwaukee, WI
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Announcing the

4th Annual

ana bULr

WEEKEND RETREAT j
August 12th & 13th at High Pointe Golf Club - a Top 100 U.S. Course

and the Grand Traverse Bay YMCA, Traverse City, Michigan
Saturday, Aug. 12th. 10:00 a.m. at High Pointe Golf Club
itt 4-Person Golf Scramble, including Lunch & Prizes!

SaturdayAfternoon at the Grand Traverse Bay YMCA

* Open Round Robin Table Tennis Tournament.
World-ClassTables, Spacious Courts, Great Lighting and Flooring,
Locker Room Privileges D Prizes!

Industrial Strength Stars who have...
2 Much Fun!!

Danny Seemiller,

Mike Veillette  i
Dell Sweeris,

Connie Sweeris,

Todd Sweeris,

Randy Seemiller,

Tim Boggan
/ Sean O'Neill & Others

This year's Weekend Retreat
is dedicated

Sunday, Aug. 13th. in the memory of our friend,

* 2 Much Fun!! This year we are offering Table Tennis (October 4, 1938 - March 18, 2000)

Larry R. Garland

and Golf on Sunday. How much Fun can you have?
Play either or both! Additional rounds at
High Pointe at very friendly rates.

The Editors of *
GOLF Magazine

** Call 1 -800-753-7888 to book tee times for Sunday ** congratulate

$75 Entry Fee 2 days of Table Tennis.
covers Golf Scramble with Lunch &

Register Soon & Book Accommodations, as Lodging May Become Scarce

The immediate area also offers Great Lakes Charter Fishing,
Gambling Casinos, Sailing Adventures, Power Boat and Jet-Ski
Rentals, Beautiful Beaches, Tennis Courts, Fitness Centers,
Outstanding Biking and Hiking Trails, Mails and Outlet Shopping.

* Registration Deadline August 1  2000*
To Register, Phone 1 -800-753-7888 or 1 -800-424-3663

High Pointe Golf Club

whose course has been ranked

One of the 100 Greatest Courses
in the United States

according to the ballots of
GOLF Magazine's inter,iational

panel of selectors for 1998-99.

Ranking:

No. 74 in the United States

GU f (*0'ge Pepe.U
Editor·in-ChIT
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ITTF MEETINGS i
III)F

(Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Feb. 21, 23-24)
By Tim Boggan, ITTF Council Member for North America

though I attended two and a half days of Meetings in Kuala Lumpur.
want to lirnit myself here to making comments that I think might be

of interest to most readers.

1. First. the vote on the "big ball," as everyone knows by now. wasn't
contested. Literally, no more than a handful of countries. if that. voted NO,
including the U.S. via our President/Delegate Sheri Pittman (with concur-
renee from our Second Delegate Tong Lee and me). I must say that. after
this ball's proposed passage was narrowly defeated in Eindhoven, the EITF
made a better presentation for it this time. and, since it was clear from the
beginning that all the major powers in the Sport were willing, in a show of
solidarity, to give it a try, its success was afait accompli. So, beginning Oct.

1,2000. the "big ball" (40mm, 2.7g) will be used in all international compe-
tition. Should the U.S. and other Associations want to. they can continue
using the 38mm ball in domestic competition.

I personally don't think the change in the ball is going to win us the TV
audience that's necessary for our Sport to progress, and at ter being psychi-
cally tuned in to 50 years of triumphs and tears with the "old" ball, I don't
want to go to the "new" one unless I see a good reason for doing so. What
we need to promote Table Tennis is player personalities, fan identification.
We need color, drama like I saw in certain (and uncertain) ties at Kuala

Lumpur. 1 think what we ought to emphasize is the human not the techno-
logical. And to me that means coaches have to be able to stride the court
surrounds screaming advice, and heroes and villains (including of course
referees and unipires) have to be found and exposed.

2. I voted YES to the proposition (Passed) that a racket can't be changed
unless it's badly damaged. I like the idea of deception (as in that other table-
game I'm most familiar with, Bridge), but, really. one has to get a handle on
what one values most in a sportsman - and that's heart not hesitancy, pride
not pettiness.

3. I voted NO to the proposition (Not Passed) that. if after a rally a
player wasn't ready to play the next point in 20 seconds, his opponent would
automatically get a point ... unless the umpire thought the delay warranted.
Much as I don't like stalling, and agree that the Athletes' Commission is
right to want to do something about it. I think the umpire ought to be able to
stop undue delays by just talking like a human being to the offender.

4. Since I want coaches to be able to coach overtly I don't want them
penalized for doing so. I particularly voted NO to the proposition (Not Passed)
that the Referee be given the power"to take disciplinary action" for players'
and coaches' "misbehavioranywhere in theplaying venue." Tch. tch. C'mon,
Officer. Cool it. sit down, have a beer with us.

5.1 voted NO to the proposition (Passed) that at the next World Singles
event no more than 7 entries fi·oni any one country be allowed. That is, the
standard 5 + only 2 extra if that country has at least 2 of its players (or now
even ifit has all 10) ranked in the Top 10. China is ruining the Sport?

6. I voted NO to the proposition (Passed) that in World Championship
doubles events both players have to represent the same Association. You
shoulda won at Eindhoven, Samsonov and Primorac.

The following experiments will be tried in upcoming Pro Tour
events - though not all of them will be tried in any one event.

a. A Service Rule where it has to be in front of the server's body as it falls.
b. Start the last game of the match at 10-all.
c. Play the matches best 3 out of 5 - the games only up to 11. with a

change of serve every 3 points (or possibly '»the next server should be the
player who lost the previous rally").

There was much discussion as to just how future World Champion-
ships would be scheduled. At Osaka. in 2001, the Team and Individual
events will again be combined. So there won't be any World Championship
in 2002. France would like to hold only the Individual events in 2003 - and
made a point of illustrating how they would have a projected loss of $500.000
if they were to try to hold both events. India and South Korea are also
interested in hosting at least one World Championship event in the future.
11TF decisions on venues and dates will be made later.

It appears likely that changes will be made to the questionable format
used in the World Team Championships at Kuala Lumpur.
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TABLE TENNIS CO.

Proudly Announces
The Availability of

*01.4.4.

» Andro® Classic

Hardbat Rubber

*****

Ilti-n peelaf
Buy Any Hardbat With
Andro Classic Rubber

($59+*IS&H) and Receive a
Free Hock TT Co.

"Classic Table Tennis" T-Shirt.

4# (100% cotton w/pocket)
..:latky

*****

Other Hock Products Available:

. Net Checker j»/4 $ 9.00

. Hock Carry Case $20.00

. "Hardbat Rules!" T-Shirt $15.00

• "Classic TT By Hock" T-Shirt $15.00

Hock TT Co.
2600 Varian Rd.

· Ey'»t

*FWooster, OH 44691
1-877-4HockTT

1-877-446-2588

Championship Equipment Since 1951
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THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVEl

#1 Ranked College Team in the (-
By Khoi Than, Club President

twenty JHU'ITC members are also members of.
USAiTable Tennis. Skys Fong'Hsu, bibmedical £
engineering graduate and club co-founder, "The
opportunities for play are limitless. Aside from
the high level of play within our awesome club,
our members travel far and wide to compete in
USATT-sanctioned tournaments...and bring

016mb.the troplikfft* them."..In juk#*tocal
w'Nournaments this school year. Hopkins players

have won eleven first-place titles and finished
second four times. At the North American Teanis

Championship over Thanksgiving Break, one of
the largest, if not the largest, tournament in the

p world (with JHUTTC's other founder Richard Lee
L serving as Tournament President, and Hsu as

Tournament Co-Director). Hopkins brought three
teams, making it the best represented university
at the tournament. At the JHU Intramural

Tournament in early December, club members
,%44*two of the three divisions. And, at the USA
National Table Tennis Championships later that
month in Las Vegas, Lee (rated 2305), a senior
computer science major, performed spectacularly.
He reached the semifinals of Under 2400. the

quarterfinals of Under 22 Men, and the round of
16 in the ultimate event, Men's Singles.
*2 But Leeisn't the only staron the JHU squad.
Right behind him is junior biomedical engineer
Jeff Hsin, a former top American youth player
who has won titles at many major U.S. tourna-
ments, including the Junior Olympics. Other club

Clab of /De
1 Monm

rlfe Johns Hopkins University Table Tennis
i  Club is off to a strong start this year draw
I ling an average of 20 to 25 participants to
each of its three weekly meetings. The club meets
every Tuesday and Thursday for atileast three.
hours each, andiFriday for five hour#*the New
ton H. White Jr. Athletic Center Main Gym, play--
ing on eight beautiful Butterfly Eurepa tables. 4
r The club's main activity at each meeting is h
rotating league system on four tables, The
competitors on each table are grouped according
to skill, with table one players the highest skiH
level and table four the lowest. Players play
matches against everyone in their group, and at
the end of each meeting the top third from each
table moves up one table, the middle third stays
on the same table, and the bottom third drops to
the next lowest table. This allows members to

compete against those of similar skill, while still
changing things around enough to enable them to
play with different people. It also gives all
participants an equal amount of playing time.

But the leagues are not the only activities
that club members engage in. Coaching sessions
are held with 2495-rated Sean Lonergan, a two-
time intercollegiate champion and one of the top
players in the U.S. In addition, many tournaments
are available in school. in Maryland, along the
East Coast, and nationally as well. In fact, nearly

RSITY TABLE TENNIS CLUB 
:ountry !

members have taken titles::at state championships;
thet.S. Open, and other t6urnaments in their rel
spective cities and nations.

The past semester was a very busy time for the
table tennis club. However, the spring semester will
be even more hectic! Activities lined up for this
semester include more USATT and in-school

tournaments, as well as competitions against othet
colleges and universities. The team's intercollegiate
meets began as soon as the semester started and will
continue throughout the spring. ending with the
National Collegiate Table Tennis Association finals
on April 2. So far they're off to a great start. At the
eight-team Mid-Atlantic Division meet on January
29, the JHU varsity team (average USATT rating
1994) finished first, winning by an average team
score of 4.43 to 0.57. At the second and final Mid-

Atlantic meet on March 12 they did even better.
winning by an average of 4.83 to 0.17 (losing only
onematchthewholeday,indoublesagainstRutgers
University) ! As the defending national champions
and #1 seed, the team expects strong competition
but holds even stronger expectations. Varsity team
member and biophysics junior Victor Yeung says,
"We're really driven to win the title again. Doing so
would leave no doubts about our stature as the

premier collegiate table tennis organization in
America."

For more information about the club, visit

its web site at http://jhunix.hcfjhu.eduNhutte or
e-mail kdthan @jhu.edu.

1

Table Tennis of New England's
SPRING SPECIALS

"America's Finest Supplier" of Table Tennis Products

"A Fun Place To Go"
America's First Real Table Tennis Store

* Featuring Six Table Tennis Courts
* Leagues, Coaching, Tournaments

* Newgy Robots Available
* Butterfly Pro Shop

* Premier Game Table Sales

*********

Brookwood Village Mall
Birmingham, AL

205-871-4868 * www.bumpernets.com

All prices Thru July 15, 2000

0 * Premiere (Pool) Conversion Top .............. $159.99*

 * Butterfly Home Rollaway ......................... $199.99*

0 * Harvard Quickplay 11 $249.99*
Q * Butterfly Team Rollaway .......................... $299.99*

2 * Stiga EuroTech Table $319.99*

 * Quickplay Ill"Outdoor Table" .................. $399.99*

F• * Stiga Prestige Table $419.99*

* Butterfly Space Saver .............................. $499.99*

* Butterfly Nippon Rollaway ....................... $659.99*

* 2-star quality balls (no logo), per gross ....... $ 26.99*

*Plus Shipping Ask us about our Newgy Robot specials

Call us for a FREE Catalog!

1 -800-366-PONG
See our web page at 7664

www.tabletennisone.com
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By Tim Boggan, USATT Historian

,f the Century" is a controversial job. Nc

You focus on national titles? Internationa

A
s you can see, iii the neces
sarily short (and therefore
fur from career-embracive)

paragraphs below, I've selected (lim-
ited myself to) 16 male and 16 fe-
male players. al] U.S. citizelis. who
may well have claim to being the
best of the U.S. best. I'm concerned

here only with their play, though
many ofthese players. including the
ones I've picked as the greatest, have
made substantial contributions to the

Sport iii other ways.
1 include those who were al-

ready world-class when they ar-

rived in this country (though only
their U.S. Open records before they
began living here). and leave it to

readers to decide if these players
can fairly be considered. I make no

attempt to rank the players. which
I consider an impossible task. and
regret that I have to leave out sonic

U.S. Singles and Doubles Chain-

pions whom others might legiti-
mately wish to include. All these
players. and many more. deserve to
have their careers elaborated on.

and of course Vm in the process ot
trying to do just that in my USATT
Hall of Fame Profiles (see:

W+U'W.UNatt.01-2 ).

Who. finally. for me - and I
consider results in international coin-

petition to he the most important cri-

telion -are the greatest'? Aniong the

Men. Dick Miles. Among the
Women. Ruth Aarons/Leah

Neuberger (tie).

Editor's Note:

Naming the "USA Players c

being somewhat subjective. Do :
Impact on the game?

MEN:

Eric Bogqan
*World #18

*World Eighthfinalist
*U.S. Open MS Champion
*U.S. Open MD Runner-up
*5-time North American World Cup Rep
(defeats World Champion Jiang Jialiang',

*Seoul Open MS Runner-up
*Kimura (Swe.) Grand Prix MS Champion
*Stockholm Grand Prix MS Runner-up
*Norwegian Grand Prix MS Champion
*Swedish Grand Prix MS Champion
*English Open MS Quarterfinalist
*German Open MS Quarterfinalist
*Norwich Union Grand Prix MS

Qualifier-4th

*Jamaica Lovebird MS Champion
*Middlesborough (Eng.) MS Champion
*Gateshead (Eng.) MS Champion
*Israeli Open MS Champion
*Scandinavian Junior Open Champion
*2-time U.S. Closed MS Champion
*5-time U.S. Closed MS Runner-up
*U.S. Closed MD/XD Champion
*2-time Eastern Open MS Champion

Bernie Bukiet

*World MS Quarterfinalist

*3-time U.S. Open MS Champion
*3-time U.S. Open MS Runner-up
*6-time U.S. Open MD Champion
*5-time U.S. Open MD Runner-up

*3-time U.S. Open XD Champion
*2-time U.S. Open XD Runner-up
*3-time Eastern Open MS Champion

Jimmy Butler
*2-time Olympian

*World Team Cup MVP
*North American World Cup Rep
*North American MS Runner-up
*3-time U.S. Closed MS Champion
*2-time U.S. Closed MS Runner-up

*U.S. Closed MD Champion
*Sears Invitational Runner-up

Doug Cartland
*World MS Quarterfinalist

*2-time World MD Semifinalist

*U.S. Open MD Champion
*2-time U.S. Open MD Runner-up
*U.S. Open XD Champion

Cheng Yinghua
*2-time U.S. Open MS/MD Champion
*U.S. Open XD Champion
*North American World Cup Rep
(defeats World Champion Gatien)

*North American MS Champion
*3-time North American MS Runner-up

*3-time U.S. Closed MS Champion
*2-time U.S. Closed MD/XD Champion

Erwin Klein

*World Mixed Doubles Champion
*World MS Eighthfinalist
*4-time U.S. Open MS Champion
*U.S. Open MS Runner-up
*5-time U.S. Open MD Champion
*2-time U.S. Open MD Runner-up
*4-time CNE MS Champion

Dal Joon Lee

*6-time U.S. Open MS Champion
*U.S. Open Runner-up
*4-time U.S. Open MD Champion
*2-time U.S. Open MD Runner-up
*U.S. Open XD Champion
*4-time U.S. Open XD Runner-up
*2-time U.S. Closed MS Runner-up
*6-time Eastern Open MS Champion

Jimmy McCIure

*3-time World MD Champion
*World Men's Team Champion
*World XD Quarterfinalist

*English Open MS/XD Runner-up
*2-time U.S. Open MS Champion
*U.S. Open MS Runner-up
*3-time U.S. Open MD Champion
*2-time U.S. Open MD Runner-up

*U.S. Open XD Runner-up
*(1936) U.S. Closed Runner-up

i matter how you do it. it ends up

.1 titles? Great wins? Rankings?

Dick Miles

1948

*World Mixed Doubles Champjon
'World MS Semifinalist

'3-time World MS Quarterfinalisl

(twice leading World Champions in 5th)
*World MD Semifinalist

*World MD Quarterfinalist

*English Open XD Champion
*Leinster Pre.) Open MS Champion
*10-time U.S. Open MS Champion
'U.S. Open MS Runner-up

*4-time U.S. Open MD Champion
*3-time U.S. Open MD Runner-up
*2-time U.S. Open XD Champion
*2-tme U.S. Open XD Runner-up
7-time Eastern Open MS Champion

After much discussion with Tim Boggan and others. Tim and I agreed to focus on what they did on

the table, both nationally and internationally. From this, we got our choices - and phone calls from those
who thought we were wrong (or thought that he/she should have won). I've already heard an earful - it's
a no-win situation. ,&+4 ;124 /4 >>f'br

Yet. if you look at the records, these players have it. For example, there are players with comparable
international records to Miles - but who weren't close to his national record (10-time U.S. Men s Cham-

pion). A few had somewhat comparable national records. but fell far short internationally.

There are several finalists who emigratedtothe U,S. Only their record after they moved here is counted.
You can read longer profiles of most of these players at the USA Table Tennis web page at www,usatt.org,

under the hall of fame listings. 34 2

Are the players chosen the "USA Players of the Century"? They are the picks of USA Table Tennis
Magazine. Is it the final verdict? Not in the least! For those of you who disagree with out· choices, and

have your own nominee. send us a letter explaining why you think another person should be the nominee.
We do have to limit letters to 300 words due to space limitations. Longer ones may be edited down or
rejected. Send your own nominees to: Larry Hodges, Editor. USA Table Tennis Magazine, 8810 Walnut

Hill Rd., Chevy Chase, MD 20815, or email to ttworld@erols.com.

Now... read on... you will be tested!
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Sean O'Neill

*2-time Olympian
*North American World Cup Rep
*Pan Am MS Runner-up
*2-time Pan Am XD Champion
'North American MS Champion
'Western Japan Open MD Champion
'Recorc 18 Gold Medals at Olympic
Festival

*5-time U.S. Closed MS Champion
*U.S. Closed MS Runner-up
*5-time U.S. Closed MD/XD Champion

Lou Pagliaro
'World MS Semifinalist

*World MD Quarterfinalist

*4-time U.S. Open MS Champion

*2-time U.S. Open MD Runner-up
'4-tme Eastern Open MS Champion



Marty Reisman
*World MS Semifinalist

*World MS Eighth finalist
*World MD/XD Semifinalist

*World MS Consolation Champion
*English Open MS Champion
*2-time U.S. Open MS Champion
*4-time U.S. Open MS Runner-up
*3-time U.S. Open MD Champion
*2-time U.S. Open MD Runner-up
*U.S. Open XD Runner-up
*3-time CNE MS Champion
*Leinster (Ire.) Open Runner-up
*South America International MS

Champion
*Saint Paulo Open MS Champion

*2-time Eastern Open MS Champion

Sol Schiff

*World MD Champion
*World Men's Team Champion

(38-4 in '37-'38 Swaythling Cup play)
*World MS Consolation Champion
*World MD/XD Quarterfinalist

*English Open MD Champion
*U.S. Open MS Champion
*4-time U.S. Open MS Runner-up
*6-time U.S. Open MD Champion
*4-time U.S. Open MD Runner-up
*9-time U.S. Open XD Champion
*6-time U.S. Open XD Runner-up
*(1936) U.S. Closed MS Champion
*5-time CNE MS Champion

*3-time Eastern Open MS Champion

Danny Seemiller FF¥'51:1,1 1%
*World #29

(63-1 in Swaythling Cup 2nd Division
Play)
*World MD Quarterlinalist

*North American World Cup Rep
*4-time Western Japan Open MS
Champion
*2-time U.S. Open MS Runner-up

*2-time U.S. Open MD Champion
*U.S. Open MD/XD Runner-up

*Jamaica Benson/Hedges MS, MD, XD
Champion
*Middlesex (Eng.) MS/MD Champion
*Canadian Open MS Runner-up/MD
winner

*5-time U.S. Closed MS Champion
*4-time U.S. Closed MS Runner-up
*11-time U.S. Closed MD Champion
*7-time U.S. Closed XD Champion
*CNE 10-time MS finalist, 1973-83

*6-time Eastern Open MS Champion

Johnny Somael
*World MS/MD/XD Quarterfinalist

*U,S. Open MS Champion

*3-time U.S. Open MS Runner-up
*3-time U.S. Open MD Champion
*2-time U.S. Open MD Runner-up
*U.S. Open XD Runner-up

David Zhuang
*Olympian
*Pan-Am MS Champion
*U.S. Open XD Champion
'3-time U.S. Closed MS Champion
04-time U.S. Closed MD Champion
*6-time U.S. Closed XD Champion

WOMEN:

Ruth Aarons

1
f

325/ c

*World WS Champion

*World WS Finalist

(Finalists Disqualified)

*World Women's Team Champion
(23-1 in '36-'37 Corbillon Cup Play)

*World WD Semifinalist

*World XD Quarterlinalist

*English Open WS/XD Champion

*English Open WD Runner·-up
*4-t meU.S. Open WS/XD Champion

*U.S. Open WD Champion
1, j *uS.Open WDRunner-up
J '*' I 1 013,

, Sharon Acton
*U.S. Open WS Champion
*3·-lime U.S. Open WS Runner-up
*4"time U.S. Open WD Champion

*U.S. Open WD Runner-up
*2-time U.S. Open XD Champion

Insook Na Bhushan

*2-time Olympian
*U.S. ODen WS Champion
*U.S Open WS Runner-up

*2-time U.S. Open WD Runner,·up

*U.S. Open XDRunner-up
*3-time Pan Am WS Champion
*2-time Pan Am XDChampion
*Pan Am WD Champion
*241;ne Jamaica Lovebird WSWD

Champion
*Jamaica Lovebird WS Runner-up
*Irish Open WS Runner-up
*German Open WS Quarteifinalist
*3-time Nor'th American WS Champion
*11-time U.S. Closed WS Champion

(also won U.S. Closed event ir '76 U.S.

Open)
*2-time U.S. Closed WS Runner-up

*5-times-straight CNEWS Champion
*4-time Eastern Open WS Champion

Pattv Martinez Cash

*3-time U.S. Open WS Champion
*4-:ime U.S. Open WD Champion
*U.S. Open WD Runner-up
*2-time U.S. Open XD Champion

1

Jun Gao Chang

*U.S. Open WSChampion
*U.S. Open WD Champion
*Pan Am WS Champion

*English Open WS Semifinalist
*North American WS Champior
*4-time U.S. Closed Champion
*4-time U.S. Closed WD Champion
*4-t me U.S. Closed XD Champion

Bernice Charney Chotras
*2-time U.S. Open Champion
(17 years apart)

*2-time U.S. Open WS:WD Runmer-up

Amv Feng
*Olympian

*U.S, Open WS Runner-up
*2-time U.S. Open XD Champion
*North American WS Champion
*2 -time North American Runner-up
*4-time U.S. Closed WS Champion
*4-time U.S. Closed WD Champion
*4-time U.S. Closed XD Champion
*CNE \NS/WD/XD Champion

Peggv Mclean Folke

*World Women's Team Champion
*World XD Semifinalist

f*World WS Consolation Champion A
*English Open WS/XD Champion -
*U.S. Open WS/)(D Champion

*U.S. Open WS Runner-up
*2-time U.S. Open WD Champion
*4-time Eastern Open WS Champion

Emily Fuller
*World Women's Team Ctampion
*World XD Semitinalist

*2-time U.S. Open WWWD Chamsion
*U.S. Open WS/WD Runner-up
*U.S. Open XD Champion
*3-time Eastern Open WS Chanipion

He-ja Lee
*U.S.Open XDRunrer-up
*Jamaica Lovebird WD. XD Champion
*3-time U.S. Closed Champion
*3-time U.S, Closed Runner-up

Reba Kirson Monness

World WD Runner-up

*U.S. Open WS.*D Champion
*2-time U.S. Open WS/XD Runner-up
*U.S. Open WD Runner-up

Leah Neuberger (far right and
inset) and Erwin Klein on their

way to winning World Mixed
Doubles against Japan in 1956.

Leah Thall Neuberger
'World XD Champion
*World WS Semifinalist

*World WS Quarterfinalist

*World WS Eighthfinalist
'3-time World WD Semifinalist

'2-time World WD Quarteifinalist

'World WS Consolatjon Runner-uo

*9-time U.S. Open WS Champion
*4-time U.S. Open WS Runner-up
'12-time U.S. Open WD Champion
*7-time U.S. Open WD Runner-up

*8-time U.S. Open XD Champion
*5-time U.S. Open XD Runner-up
'11-time CNEWS Champion
13-time Eastern Open WS Champion

Sally Green Prouty
'5-t·me U.S. Open WS Champion
'3-time U.S. Open WS Runner-up
*3-time U.S. Open WD Champion
*4-time U.S. Open WD Runrer-up
5-time U.S. Open XD Champion

'3-time U.S. Open XD Runner-up
*multi-time Western Open WS Champion

Mildred Shahtan

'World Women's Team Champion
'English Open WS Champion
*2-time U.S. Open WS Champion
*3-time U.S. Open WS Runner-up
*6-time U.S. Open WD Champion
'7-time U.S. Open WD Runner-Jp
'U.S. Open XD Champior
*3-time U.S. Ooen XD Runner-up

"Tvbie" Thall Sommer

*World XD Champion
*World Womer's Team Champion
*World WS/WD Sem finalist

*World WS Eighthfinai st
'English Open WD/XD Chempior
*3-time U.S. Open WD Champion
*U.S. Open WD Runner-up

Connie Stace Sweeras

*U.S. Open WS Charroion

*U.S. Open WS Runner-up
*3-time U.S. Open WD Champion
*U.S. Open WD Runner-up

*4-time U.S. Open XD Champion 4
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USA Table Tennis

Table Tennis isn't exactly known as aTV sport, but many people do not re
alize there really are some movies and

TV shows that feature table tennis. Many are
available at your local video store. What fol-
lows are reviews of some of the more ' clas-

sic" showings of table tennis in movies. (Next
issue: TV.) I put the list together by posting
notes on the Internet newsgroups

rec.sport.table-tennis and alt.movies, plus
ones I'd seen or heard about over the years.

All shows that 1 have seen are graded

from one to five paddles for amount of table
tennis. quality of table tennis, and quality of
the movie in general.

A

Goes to the Moviesl
By Larry Hodges

Forrest Gump (1994)
Director: Robert Zemeckis: 142 minutes

W.C. Fields Id Jan Duggan in 30,/C,77Cheofc,7/014*77.

Does this movie really need to be ex-

plained? Is there anyone who hasn't seen it?
Hanks stars as a simple-minded but well-
meaning man who leads a charmed life as he
teaches Elvis Presley to dance, becomes a
football star, meets John F. Kennedy, serves

with honors in Vietnam, meets Lyndon
Johnson and Richard Nixon, speaks at an anti-
war rally at the Washington Monument hangs
out with the Yippies, discovers the break-in
at the Watergate, opens a profitable shrimping
business, becomes an original investor in
Apple Computers, and runs back and forth
across the country for several years. However,
it is his table tennis exploits that interest us.

Forrest becomes an international table

tennis star on the U.S. team that tours China

in 1971. The rallies are not particularly real-
istic, but are spectacular to watch. To create
them, Hanks simply did the motions (and he
has really awkward strokes), and the ball was
added by computer afterwards. You can also
rent the video "Through the Eyes of Forrest
Gump." which is about the making of the
movie, including the table tennis scenes.
Table Tennis Quantity: 4 paddles
Table Tennis Quality: 4 paddles
Movie Quality: 5 paddles

You Can't Cheat an Honest Man (1939)

Directors: George Marshall, Edward E
Cline: 79 minutes

1n this movie, W.C. Fields stars as a

crooked circus manager. There is no table
tennis until near the very end. but then there's
a 3-4 minute sequence that is one of the fun-
niest I've ever seen.

Fields is already causing turmoil at a

party when he walks into a room with a ping
pong table. He picks up a paddle, and says in
his nasal voice. -What's this. a beaver tail?"

He then puts the paddle down and has a con-
versation for a few minutes with someone

else. He then walks back to the table. picks
up a paddIe. and begins to play a guest.

-Throughout the sequence (and it's all one
single rally, apparently). Fields is trash-talk-
ing and yelling one-liners. The sequence be-

gins with Fields intentionally returning the
first shot with the edge of his racket (a nifty
trick). Then, the two rally like typical ping-
pong players, i.e. slowly. Then the camera
speeds up. and the rally becomes very fast, as
does the side-:o-side turning of the many
onlooker's heads. A ball goes into a woman's
mouth; Fields smacks her in the back, the ball

pops out onto the table, the rally continues.
Then the two begin blasting the ball back and
forth as the camera pans in on each of them.
If you watch closely, you can tell that their
shots aren't going anywhere near the table,
but the effect is that they are making one in-

credible shot after another from all parts of
the room. Then the ball flies out the window,

and lands on a water fountain, balancing on
the top of the water spout; no problem. as
Fields races outside, and smacks the back in

through the window. and races back in: the
rally continues. The ball gets stuck in the
updraft of a fan; Fields smacks it back into
play, and the rally continues. Fields finally
wins the point by smacking the ball and
knocking down his opponent.

Side note: this is the movie where Fields

mutters the immortal line. "Somebody's taken
the cork out of my lunch." The movie also

features the ventriloquist act of Edgar Bergen
with Charlie McCarthy.
Table Tennis Quantity: 2 paddles

Table Tennis Quality: 5 paddles
Movie Quality: 3.5 paddles

W.C. FIELDS AND THE SEARCH

FOR "...AN HONEST MAN."

While searching for table tennis
movies, 1 experienced a bizarre coinci-
dence. Potomac Video is one of the larg-
est local video stores. and I went with a

list of table tennis movies to search for.

The movie I was looking for wasn't on
the shelf. so I was about to go to another
section to look for another movie when I

overheard a man saying, "There must be
a W.C. Fields section." Since I too was

looking for a W.C. Fields movie, I asked
the man what he was looking for. He said,
"I'm looking for 'You Can't Cheat An
Honest Man.' I want my son to see this
crazy ping-pong scene in it." It was ex-
actly the movie I had been looking for!

Both of us gave up on finding the
movie, since it wasn't where it was sup-
posed to be. Later on, I came back to look
one more time, and found it out of order.

j to USA TABLE TENNIS MAGAZINE • May/June 2000



Nice Girls Don't Explode (1987)
Director: Chuck Martinez: 92 minutes

The premise of the movie is simple:
the hero is a ping-pong star, and his girl
friend's mother will do anything to make
sure her daughter doesn't go out with... a
ping-pong player! In other words, there is
nothing lower than a ping-pong player!
Whenever our hero meets with his girl
friend. fires break out, explosions go off,
and you think it must be supernatural.
(Spoiler's alert - plot about to be given
away !) Actually, the girl's mother has rigged
the entire region. She is spying on the two,
and whenever they get together, she sets the
fireworks off by remote control. In the end,
things work out. and the mom agrees to their
maniage.

At the start of the movie, there are

scenes showing the hero winning trophies,
and there's a scene where he rallies with a

Popsicle. At the very end. he's playing in the
final of the Chinese Open. His new mother-
in-law drops a cookie. which falls onto the
court. The hero slips on it during a rally. and
makes a desperate return of a shot which arcs
through the air and lands on the net, where it
balances precariously for several seconds be-
fore falling over and winning the Champion-
ship for him !
Table Tennis Quantity: 1.5 paddles
Table Tennis Quality: 2.5 paddles
Movie Quality: 3 paddles

A Great Wall (1986)

Director: Peter Wang: 103 minutes
This is one of the few movies that takes

table tennis seriously. A Chinese man living
in San Francisco decides to take his family
back to China. His son, a high school foot-
ball star, joins the local youth table tennis
team, and becomes their best player. In the
final of the local youth championships. he is
up 2-0 and 18-13. but loses deuce in the fifth,

Throughout the movie there are recur-
ring scenes of serious table tennis training
going on. including a spectacular sequence
of kindergarten kids in training. (We can
only hope this was the Chinese Kindergar-
ten Champions. and not just a typical group!)
You see the Chinese coach working with
players at various times throughout the
movie. However, the main two players in
the movie. the football star and his rival, are

obviously both actors. and to the educated
eye. they are made to look "good" by top
players either hitting or lobbing the ball right
to them. or (in many cases) feeding multiball.
In the youth final, many of the nicer rallies
are obviously done by a coach feeding
multiball - look closely, and you'll see the
ball doesn't always come back from where
it was hit to. There's also a shot where one

player smashes cleanly off the end, but the
rally continues in one continuous sequence
- a coach is obviously feeding multiball.
There's also a small problem in that it's ob-

vious that other players in the training ses-
sion are better than our two "stars" - but

they're the stars, so they are in the final !
The movie is about 2/3 in Chinese with

English subtitles. The rest is in English.
Table Tennis Quantity: 2 paddles
Table Tennis Quality: 4 paddles
Movie Quality: 3.5 paddles

Ping Pong Bath Station (1998)
Director: Gen Yamakawa; 110 minutes

Shortly
before we

went to press,
1 saw a bro-

chure for an

upcoming
film festival.

It rather

grabbed my
eye because
there was a

picture of a woman playing penholder about
to serve next to a description of this movie !
It is in Japanese. but English subtitled. I
haven't seen the movie. but their description
begins as follows: "To the ranks of great sports
comedies can be added this serene crowd-

pleaser about the inspirational power of table
tennis to overcome ennui and adversity." It
apparently is about a 42-year-old Japanese
housewife with a husband and son who aban-

dons them to become a table tennis player.

POWER PONC (Acts 1:8)

A Professional Table Tennis Training Center
(949) 548-0929

Junior Development - Weekly Clinics - Summer Camps - Private Lessons

941*2 1
Location: 873 W. 15th Street Unit "B" Newport Beach, CA 92663 3*f°

Equipment: 7 Tables, 3 Newgy Robots, 1 TTMatic 500 Robot, Jump ropes and weights.

Coach: Attila Malek (1979 U.S. Men's Singles Champion)

Summer Camps: June 12-16, June 19-23, June 26-30, July 24-28. Aug. 7-11, Aug. 14-18, Aug. 21-25

Daily Schedule: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Fee: $148 - Minimum deposit $50 - Make checks out to Power Pong - Enter early! Only first 10 players are guaranteed spots !

Name Phone Age/DOB

Address Rating

Camps applying for (circle): June 12-16 June 19-23 June 26-30 July 24-28 Aug. 7-11 Aug. 14-18 Aug. 21-25

Signature (Parent/Guardian if under 18) Amount enclosed $
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Stairwav to Heaven (1946)

Previously titled A Matter of Life and Death

Directors: Michael Powell. Emeric

Pressburger: 115 minutes

There is one rather interesting table ten-
nis scene in this movie. An English pilot is
about to crash in World War 11. and he has no

parachute. He talks to and falls in love with a
girl on the radio. He tells her his situation.
they say goodbye. and he jumps out of the
plane rather than burn up in a crash. He wakes
up unharmed. thinking mistakenly hes in
heaven. It turns out he's the first "mistake"

by the afterworld in over 1000 years - the
"angel" that was supposed to lead him to the
afterlife (a hilarious Frenchman) missed him

during his fall. and so he survived. A series

of scenes follow where the angel tries con-
vince him to follow him to the afterlife - with

time stopping for everyone else while they
talk. Because he has now met and really fallen
in love with the girl he met on the radio, he
refuses.

Iii one scene, the pilot is sleeping at his
doctor's house. and his doctor and the girl he's
in love with are playing table tennis while
discussing his case. (They re just basement
players, but pretty good rallies.) They stop
playing. and talk for a while, then go back to
playing. The angel comes to visit. and the
game freezes with the ball in mid-air, and the
doctor in mid-stroke. The really hilarious
thing is that when the pilot goes over to them,

they are both frozen in a different position
than when they had been in before! Oops!
After a while. the angel goes away, and the

table tennis game continues as if nothing had
happened. In the end. there is a trial in the

afterlife. and the pilot wins the case, and is
allowed to continue living. According to

Blockbuster Entertainment. the movie is a 5-

star movie. I agree.

Table Tennis Quantity: 1.5 paddles

Table Tennis Quality: 3.5 paddles (because
of frozen ball in air effect)

Movie Quality: 5 paddles

Ping Pong (1987)

Director: Po Chih Leong
1 was not able to find out much about

this movie. Law student Elaine Choi becomes

a "Ping Pong Diplomat," bouncing between
modern family relationships and traditional
Chinese customs, in an effort to discover the

secrets of Sam Wong's enigmatic will.

The Adventures of Elmo in Grouchland

(1999)

Director: Gary Halvorson; 77 minutes
One of the characters is entertaining the

main antagonist by playing table tennis. The

character is Bug the bug. who plays by hit-
ting the ball. and running around the table to
hit the ball back. (Information contributed by

Kevin Walton.)

1 SER
ill  By Tim Titrud

Blood, Sweat & Tears:

1 1

e.
./.

. =-9.
.

01 Dragon in Danger (1996)
Director: Mitsuhiro Mihara

1 couldn't find this movie, and am not

sure if it has English subtitles or not (it's in
Japanese). A woman in ati arranged marriage
falls in love with a rich handsome man at first

sight. who likes table tennis. She comes to
compete with her rival in every respect since
they were children by playing table tennis to
obtain the "prince on the white horse."

Inventing The Abbotts ( 1997)

Director: Pat O'Connor. 106 minutes

This movie is set in the 195()s. Two

brothers who dont get along very well peri-
odically play table tennis in their attic. There's
also an interesting scene in a soda shop where,
during a conversation, you can see a pirg pong
paddle hanging on the wall. and a ping pony
ball sitting on the counter.
Table Tennis Quantity: 1 paddles

Table Tennis Quality: 1 paddles
Movie Quality: 3 paddles

Scum

There are a couple of table tennis scenes

in this British prison film from the 1970%, but
1 was unable to find out much about it.

NEXT ISSUE: USA Table Tennis Magazine
explores Table Tennis on TV. lf you know of
a TV show that featured table tennis, let us

know! Current list includes episodes of The
Gary Shandling Show. Get Smart. The Odd
Couple. Everyone Loves Raymond, und

Sesame Street. (The only one I've actually
seen is the Shandling Show, so if you want to
send in a short description of any of these.
send it in D

e

E}993333211

DENIS' TABLE TENNIS WORLD

''Denis' Table Tennis World" (http:U

users.hol.gr/-dimoss/) was created in April

1998 by Dimosthenis E. Messinis, a former

Greek table tennis player who is currently
the Scientific Director of the Greek Table

Tennis Association and the Physical Trainer
of all the Greek National Teams. The site is

a typical portal site for all table tennis fans.

Inside this site you will find many articles
which cover technique, tactics, equipment

facts, coaching and scientific subjects as

well as tips for everyone on a monthly basis.

You will also see unique table tennis

exercises covering all levels and playing

styles, which will help you to organize your
training session. Don't forget to fill in the

forms provided to get an email notification
of the monthly updates!

Some of the articles and the exercises

in "Denis' Table Tennis World" are included

in "Table Tennis: From A to Z," a book writ-

ten by Messinis which will be available for

shipment in April 2000. The book itself is a

treasure of information for both beginners

and advanced players as well as for coaches

who want to reach the top, according to

World #15 Kalinikos Kreanga.

Visitors to this site will have the op-

portunity to see photos of the most well-

known table tennis players, meet new
friends, and learn the most recent news

about the sport. The official rules section
and a special beginners' page are dedicated

to all who want to get involved in this ex-
citing sport.

I think "Denis' Table Tennis World'

deserves your visit because it gives you a

more scientific approach to table tennis.
Bookmark it and stay in touch with the most
recent technical and tactical trends in table

tennis!

To recommend other interesting table
tennis related web sites, please email me at
SIXLEAVES@AOL.COM

( tz] USA TABLE TENNIS MAGAZINE • May/June 2000



iNTERNATiONAL

Croatian Open

Men's Singles Champion
Vladimir Samsonov

3*FR

lit>

CROATIAN OPEN
Zagreb, Croatia • March 23-26,2000
Mens' Singles - Final: Vladimir Samsonov
(BLR) d. Chiang Peng-Lung (TPE), 14,19,19;
SF: Samsonov d. Jan-Ove Waldner (SWE),
10,9.13: Chiangd. Jean-Michel Saive (CRO),
-17.17.12,14: QF: Samsonov d. Koji
Matsushita (JPN). 11.15.16: Waldnerd. Seiko

Iseki (JPN). 15.-19.16.-19.18: Chiang d. Yang
Min (ITA). 18.-13,-13.19,12: Saive d. Jorgen
Persson (SWE), 14.14,9.

Women's Singles - Final: Chire Koyama
(JPN) d. Krisztina Toth CHUN). 15.-16,9,13:

SF: Koyama d. Jing Tian-Zorner (GER), -
9.21,11,13: Toth d. Tamara Borns (CRO), -

16,15,15,14: QF: Toth d. Chen Jing (TPE),
18,11,-19,-8,17: Boros d. Alessia Ai-isi (ITA),
-15.17,-15,16,11. Tian-Joiner d. Viktoria

Pavlovich (BLR), 18.16.12: Koyama d. Olga
Nemes (GER), 16,22.11.

Men's Doubles - Final: Chiang Peng-Lung/
Chang Yuan-Su (TPE) d. Karl Jindrak/Robert
Gardos (AUT). 18,16. SF: Chiang/Chang d
Vladimir Samsonov/Zoran Primorac (BLRJ

CRO), 14,-17.18: Jindiak/Gardos d. Aleks

Karakasevic/Andrea Filimon (YUG/ROM),
19,14.

Women's Doubles - Final: Chen Jing/Jing
Xii (TPE) d. Rinko Sakata/Kazuko Naito

(JPN), 11,12: SF: Chen/Xud. Krisztina Toth/

Elke Schall (HUN/GER), w.0.; Sakata/Naito
d. Svetlana Ganina/Kostromina Tatyana
(RUS), w.0.

GREEN NET for STIGA VM CLIPPER, $17.75
SPONGE (JAPANESE), 0.7 to 2.Omm, $5.75

NIrfAKU 3-STAR BALLS, $8.75/DOZEN
MARK V & GPS, 2.0, 2.5mm, $21.75

999 HARD, 2.5mm, Black, $21.75
999 ELITE SV, 2.Omm, $25.75

729 SUPER FX, 1.5, 2.Omm, $15.75, 2/$25.75
729 TSS SUPER, 1.0,1.5,2.0,2.2mm, $19.75
NEW: SUPER FIT, 2.Omm, $19.75, 2/$29.75
KOMANN/KING POWER, 2.0, 2.2mm, $14.75

HARD RuBBER, 8 Types, $5.00 to $18.75
NP-8 HARD RuBBER, Red, Black, $9.75

BurrERFLY Allround Pips, 2mm, Red, $5.00
L-O-N-G PIPS, $9.75 to $20.75

MEDIUM L-O-N-G PIPS, $9.75 to $24.75
CARBON BLADES, FL & PENHOLD, $49.75
ROBOT/TRAINING BALLS, $24.00/GROSS
40MM YASAKA BALLS, Orange, $3.25/3
ASICS TIGER SHOES, sizes 6- 10, $29.75
STIGA & TSP SHOES, $15.00 to $29.75

ENERGY INSOLES, sizes 3-13, $9.75
A.S.T.1 NET SET, GREEN or BLUE, $39.75

SEND or CALL for

10-Page DISCOUNT PRICE LIST
or CLUB PRICE LIST

ABLE ENNIS INTERNATIONAL
LOWEST PRICES for 32 YEARS

10060 DEDHAM DRIVE

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46229-1390
PHONE & FAX: (317) 894-4676

E-MAIL: PettyTTI@aol.com
(Sorry, collect calls not accepted)

BEST WESTERN PONDEROSA INN'S
3rd Annual

Smack and Pack Tournament
Two Star September 2nd and 3rd, 2000 in Billings, Montana Two Star '

USATT Tournament!! USATT Tournament!! 4

$1000 in Prize Money!! $1000 in Prize Money!!t9*03

Team Format!! 4*

Team Format! ! *
%49©4 ..i-

4 1% Bring your team'hnd Smack the ball for two days, then relax
b.. . . and enjoy the beautiful Beartooth Mountain range as you Pack

your way into clear mountain lakes with our experienced trail 6-i

crew

140*4*29

;i4.FAi®(1:i;# ':Juit it't *i ?6 t.'43%*
P Y 2.- :'. 104 90

*4£01*address for tournament details and entry form
htlt]•04*¢**tp.net/-AWatson/tournament2000. ill-
c't  i."40*90224/k.

£W»,61*tkt to call for info: 74.03 
5*ij**Doll (406)245-8861 4/1/£ 90 r/I./-I.

#. i *F 4%
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ORLANDO WINTER OPEN
Orlando, Florida • February 5-6,2000
Open: 1" & 2"1: Barney J. Reed & Lee McCool
split prize; 3rd Arial Montalvo; 4111 Donovan
James.

U2200: 1 v Ron Rigo: 2"d Yamil Rivera.
U1950: P Robert Andersson; 2nd Richard Johns.
U1800: 1 " Olivier Mader; 2' Fred Hautsch.

U1650: r Tommy Jenkins; 28,1 Jay barron.
U1500: '"' Bob Hoffman; 2'd Michael Ward.

Novice: i ' Justin Thomas; 2'd Ricky Millett.
Women: 1 v Romana Dubrawa; 2'id Steffi Torres.

Over 40: 1 v Jim Beckford; 2"d Gary Harbeck.
Over 50: P Jim Beckford; 2™' Steve Federico.
Under 18: r Robert Andersson: 2 Justin Thomas.

Under 13: 1' Steffie Torres; 2„d Samantha

Barron.

Hardbat: 1' Rafael Flores: 2'd Al Millett.

ONE DAY ROUND ROBIN

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida • February 19, 2000

Open: 1 9 Ariel Montalvo; 2nd Hector Rodriguez.
U2050: 1' Steve Federico: 211'! Haka Pellumb.

U1800: 1' Jose Cortes; 2"1 Wesley Greaves.
U1600: 1' Gary Tam; 2'd Ivan Jordan.
U1300: P' Justin Thjinas; 2"d Carl Simons.

U1000: 1" Ben Cheng; 2'ld Mike Osbun.
Under 18: 1 v Clement Chan. 2nd Ben Cheng.
Under 12: 1 " Steffie Torres; 2Id Andrew Lin.

Under 10: P Andrew Lin; 2nd Brian Lam.

Unrated Junior Girls: 1 ' Diana Li; 2'' Jane Li.

MIDTOWN ATHLETIC CLUB OPEN
Rochester, New York • January 29,2000
A RR: 1" Craig Bensch; 2'w Alain Thomas;
34 Andre Maronian: 4th Don Young.

B RR: P' A.J. Carney; 2'w Kock-Yee Lau.
C RR: P Scott Grodevant; 2nd Sanjob Misra.
D RR: 1 " Mark Banford; 2"d Peter Bajorski.
U1950: P Alain Thomas. 2'Id Don Young.
U1550: 141 Sanjob Misra; 2nd Doug Cornell.
Unrated/Under 950: 1 " Alan Chien; 2nd Alan
Badger.

Hardbat: 1 g Marty Salata; 2'lll Bob Brickell.

MARYLAND CIRCUIT
Eldersburg, Maryland • March 11-12, 2000
Over 40: 1 ' Roy Emmons; 2,id George Rozanski.
Under 18: P' Marcus Jackson: 2"d Dan Berman.

U1900: 1 w Roy Emmons: 211' Yvonne Kronlage.
U1700: 1' Chris Puls; 2"' George Rozanski.

U1500: 1 " Steve Gibson; 2"' George Williams.
U1300: 1 ' Rafael Espinoza; 2nd George Williams.
Ulloo: 1" William Van Wright; 2d Martin
Staehlin.

Novice/U-900: 1' Richard James; 2M Mark

Cohen.

U3000 Doubles: 1' Ron Linkous & Tom

Helmke; 2nd John Vos & George Williams.
Jr/Adult Doubles: P Marcus & Morris Jack-

son; 2'id Yvonne Kronlage & Shaun Reynolds.
Handicap: 1" Shaun Reynolds; 2,id Mark Cohen.

MENT RESULTS

DAVISON JANUARY OPEN
Davison, Michigan • January 29,2000
Open: 1 ' Bob Powell; 2"d Steve Xu; 3" Mike
Veillette.

U2200: 1 ' Terense Kalicharan; Pd Dennis Cobb.
U2000: 1 ' Tesi Iloh; 2"J Scott Endicott.

U1850: 1 v Guenther Schroeder; 2" Mitchel Foster.

U1650: 1" Mitchell Foster; 2ild Alonzo Edwards.

U1500: P' Charles Sherman: 2"<' Roy Brim.
U1350: 1 ' Roy Brim: 21 George Scheipner.
U1200: 1 " John Anderson; 2"d Ron Root.
U1000: P Mike Beherend: 2"' John Anderson.

u800: 11 David Permut; 2a Brett Baker.

Over 40: Alonzo Edwards: 2'd William Casey.
Under 18: 1%' Ryan Rich; 24 David Permut.
U3600 Doubles: 1 ' Mark Merritt/Scott Endicott;

2"'1 Jim Dawson/Phil Weatherly.

SPORTS FITNESS FEB. OPEN
Clemmons, NC • February 5,2000
Open: 1 w Danny Hill; 2"d Tony Provenzano; 3,d
Rick Mundy; 4" David James.
U2000 Championships: 1 v Tony Provenzano;
pd Greg COX·
U2000 Class A: P' Sam Faminiba; 2.d Roddy Lee.
U2000 Class B. 1 " Sergey Averin; Td Bob Ross.
U2000 Class C. 1 v Pete Turchi; 2,1J Michael Yip.
U2000 Class D: 1 v Tim Williams; 21'd Hunter
Weikel.

U1400: 1" Mark Magitman. 2=3 Bob Rannow.
U3600 Doubles: 1 " Rick Mundy/D.J. Settle; 2"1
Danny Hill/Michael Yip.
2-Man-Teams (Championship): 1 ' David
James/Clyde Vincent. 21,d Rick Mundy/Tony
Banjoko.
2-Man-Teams (Class A): 1" Warren Hartsook/

Sam Faiminiba; 2nd Earl Roe/Bryan Mackenzie.
2-Man·Teams (Class B): 1" Doug Paul/Jorge
Cortese; 2"d Jason Jarrett/David Mackenzie.

KANSAS WINTER CLASSIC
Wichita, Kansas • March 11, 2000

Class A: P Mark Nordby; 2"J Yufei Xiao; 3rd
Masaaki Yanai; 4'h Joshua Bartel.

Class B: 1' Carl Miller; 2't' Jerry Gustafson.
Class C: 1 " John Oros; 2 Tom Klutho.

Class D: Pt George Taplin; 2;11 Cliff Metzger.
Class E: 1' Cortney Spaven; 2„,1 Charles Rucker.
U3600 Doubles: P Mark Not-dby/Cortney
Spaven; 2" Venkatesh Movva/Bob Kyker.
Consolation: 1 " Mark Bryant; 2=' George Taplin.

HARLINGEN SPRING OPEN
Harlingen, Texas • March 4-5,2000
Division A: 1" Gerson Peltz; 2"d Randall

Medcalt, P' Amir Hormozi.

Division B: P Kenneth Beauchamp: 2,id John
Miller.

Division C: 1' Sergio A. Oliver; 21° Arthur B.
Chase.

Division D: P'Jim Story; 2"1 Ben Garcia.
Division E: 1" Manuel L. Gomez; 2'*] Tere
Carranza.

Division F. P' Dorothy Peterson: 2nd Bob
Brinton.

Doubles: 1 w Gerson Peltz/Louis Alamina; 2„J
William Miller/Jim Story.

ARIZONA OPEN

Lake Havasu City, AZ • Feb. 26-27,2000
By Wayne Johnson

The Arizona Open was held this past
weekend in Lake Havasu City with players
from Arizona, Nevada and California in at-
tendance. Some of the highlights were Ralph
Stadelman breezing through the hardbat event
without allowing anyone over 10, as well as
winning Over 40 Singles. (Ralph's wife won't
let him bring home any more trophies. So in
the hardbat event, the runner-up received the
first-place trophy, and we had to have a match
for 3rd place for the second-place trophy !)

The Women's Singles Final lasting for 1
hour and 10 minutes (no umpire was available)!
Open Singles - Final: Leo Lucas (AZ) d. Jim
Tarlowski (AZ), 17,17,9; SF: Lucas d. Mike
Perez (CA) 17,21; Tarkowski d. Robert Bryant,
Jr. (AZ) -17,19,15.

Women's Singles: Harriet Brin (CA) d. Sandra
Howell (AZ), -15,23,20.

Hardbat: Ralph Stadelman (NV) d. Alan Newman
(AZ), 9,9, SF: Stadelnian d. Wayne Johnson (AZ)
5,9; Newman d. Jim Friedman 16,13.

Over 40: Ralph Stadelman (NV) d. Leo Lucas
(AZ), -11,18,20.

Over 60: 1' Ragnar Fahlstrom (CA),211(' Alex
Horvath (CA), 3 Bernhard Schiele (AZ)

Under 18: 1 v Robert Hallquist (AZ), 211<1 YuJie
Shui (AZ) 3rd David Cook, III (AZ)
U2000: Ragnar Fahlstrom (CA) d. Robert
Trudell (AZ), 16,13.

U1900: Alan Newman (AZ) d. Mario Lorene
(AZ), 19,11.

U1800: Bob Ryberg (AZ) d. Jerry Boerwinkle
(AZ), -17,18,11.

U1700: Chason Koh (CA) d. Felix Shtorper
(AZ), 21,11.

U1600: Bernard Kiel (AZ) d. Jared Howell(AZ),
8,10.

U1500: Keith Cabatana (AZ) d. Robert Poteet
(CA), 16,14.

U1400: Carlos Marquez (NV) d. John Ballard
(AZ), 16,12.

U1300: Carlos Marquez (NV) d. William Brin
(CA), 20,16.

U1200: 1" Stanley Kahan (CA) 211'1 Jack Howell
(AZ), 3'1 Sandra Howell (AZ)

U1100: David Cook, Jr. d. David Cook, III,
16,17.

U1000: David Cook, III (AZ) d. William Brin,
19,18.

Unrated: Gustavo Portillo (AZ) d. Fernando
Martinez (CA), 18,-11,11.

Open Doubles: Robert Trudell (AZ)/David
Rubin (NV) d. Ragnar Fahlstrom(CA)/Jerry
Boerwinkle (AZ) 18,-19,15.

U3500 Doubles: Paul Campbell (AZ)/Alan
Newman (AZ) d. Gia Leu (AZ)/WaymonHo
(AZ), -20,17,20.

U2800 Doubles: Stanley Kahan (CA)/Robert
Poteet (CA) d. Tim Wright(AZ)/Gary Romig
(AZ), 11,20.

Draw Doubles: Jim Tarkowski (AZ)/LeRoy
Hensley (AZ) d. Paul Campbell(AZ)/Stanley
Kahan (CA), 14,15.
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SAC-REC WINTER OPEN
Sacramento, CA • February 5.2000

By James Therriault

95 players participated and had a great
time, with all events round robin. Individu-

ally barriered courts and ati accurate time

schedule added to the enjoyment. The
mood was a fun and peaceful one. with only
one player over 2150 entered - Avishy
Schmidt, who was our open winner even

though he was almost knocked off by local
Thanh Nguyen in his first match. The
sportsmanship of all the players was out-

standing. Much credit in this regard is due
to Northern California Coaches Bill Lui and

Masaaki Tajima, who are two of the finest
people in our sport.

One of Masaaki's up-and-coming stu

dents is 1 1-year-old Misha Kazantsev. who

played wel] in all the higher events. He

ended up taking home the 2nd place trophy

in Under 2000, with longtime San Francisco

competitor Kingston Gee winning the final,

19 in the third, due to some outstanding play
of his own.

Reno's Howard Lambert took home two

trophies by ousting feilow Nevada player

Rick Vanderhorst in the Under 1500 final,

but losing to Mike Sturtevant (Modesto) in
the Under 1350 final. Way to go Mike! I'm

sure Howard's rating will move up quite a

bit. Andrew Huynh also took home two tro-

phies (second in Under 750 and Under 500).

Those events were won by Larry Scott (Grass

Valley) and Navid Rastegar (Palo Alto). re-

spectively

MILLENNH M MADNESS OPEN

Avishy schmidt W.f

I %*HIWI"/illlilrgi/"Imilike/

»1% 431:
e

TABLE
2

The Under 1200 final was an all-Fairfield

Club final. as Ray Pugh got past a hot Daniel
Anien. And in the last match of the tourna-

ment, Harvey Gotlifie (Santa Cruz) and Alex
Varady (Concord) gave the few of us left a thi·ill

in the under 1625 final as Harvey rallied from
20-17 down in the third to win 24-22. with

Harvey using his hardbat to clop and pick hit

his way to victory!
Congratulations to Sacramento's Dave

Moon and Dave Manhart in winning Under 33()0

£¢j ©

21 Doubles over Joseph Yick and Hackie Honda.
B Twelve teams entered, a new record for
.F doubles. Look for a possible two-person team
t' format in one of our future tournaments.
i And last but not least. in the hardbat

 final, the ever-improving hardbat enthusiasts
* Scott Gordon and Lot·iii Benedict dueled,

E with Scott prevailing in three games. Thanks
Z to all the players for their cooperation and

support to make this a great tournament!
Open: Avishy Schmidt d. Ionut Zamfir, 16,7.
U2300: Joey Hu d. Auria Malek, 13,-14.19.
U2150: Thanh Nguyen d. Thomas Yeh.
-18.14,11.

U2000: Kingston Gee d. Misha Kazantsev,
20,-14,19.

U1875: Kock Lee d. Wallace Liu, 12.18.

U1750: Ngai-Chi Chung d. Wesley Lee, 17,
-20.16.

U1625: Harvey Gotliffe d. Alex Varady.
-16,19,22.

U 1500: Howard Lambert d. Rick

Vanderhorst, 11,12.

U1350: Mike Sturtevant d. Howard Lambert,

13,-16,16.

U1200: Ray Pugh d. Daniel Amen, 16.7.

U1000: Ralph Harriman d. Trevor Runyan,
19,-14,17.

U750: Larry Scott d. Andrew Huynh.
-12.17.19.

U500: Navid Rastegar d. Andrew Huynh,
20.10.

Under 15: David On d. Kevin Phung, 14,13.

Hardbat: Scott Gordon d. Lorin Benedict,

14.-17.1().

U3300 Doubles: David Moon/Dave Manhart

d. Joseph Yick/Hackie Honda. 2-1. 

Mesa. AZ • March 12. 2000

By Wayne Johnson

There was a lot of great action at the first

tournament hosted by the Mesa Table Tennis Club.

Competition was so good that no one walked away

undefeated and the Championship Class ended in

a 4-way tie! A total of 39 players entered the giant

round robin and handicapped singles.
Championship Class

The finals ofthe Championship Class came

down to a giant round robin of seven players. Five

of the players were well-warmed up since they hail

played six matches in the preliminary round robin.

One would think that the top two seeds would have

an advantage since this would be their first
matches. But wrong - like wine. fine table tennis

play ages over the day!
Leo Lucas of Arizona completed hi

matches with a record of 4-2 but had losses that

proved costly against Tom Wintrich of New
Mexico and Lui Houed of Arizona. Even with

this. Leo had to stick around until the end since

he still had a chance.

Tom Wintrich of New Mexico was the next

player toenterthetiewith 19-in-the-thirdwinover

Mario Lorene of Arizona. Tom was iii good posi-

lion to win with a win over Lucas and Houed,

So it all came down to the labt match of the

lournament between Luis Houedot' Arizona and

Mike Perez of California. With a win, Mike

would seal up fir>st plitee: A lobs would Calise A
4-way tie with Houed. Lucas and Wintrich,

Honed won thellist g.une at 17. Aiterthegames
Houed had a talk with Lucas i,bolit strategy for

game twi). Perez jumped out to a 10-0 lead in
eametwo. Perez then yelled over to Luca>..Hey

Leo. tell him some morer Perez ended up will-

ning the game at 15 In the third game Houed

fuund his groove again and won easily at 11.

Iii the lie breaking. Tom Wintrich came

out on top due to hib win over Howed. Luih
Houed took second with Leo Lucas in third and

Mike Perez in 4th.

Championship: 1 ' Tom Wintrich: 2"ll Lub
Houed: P' Leo Lucax: 4"1 Mike Perez

Class A: Pl Matt Winkler. 2"' Dan Hanibleton:

pi Michael Shieh.

Class B: 11 Jerry Boerwinkle: 2"1 Keith
Cabatanit: 3'J Len Winkler.

Class C: 1' Bob Enden: 2'"' LeRoy Hensley: 3"'
Lucille Kohnik.

Handicap: 1 ' William Brin: 2nd Jane Magrl.. 

Tom Wintrich (above), Luis Houed, Leo
Lucas and Mike Perez were in a four-way
tie for first in the Open. Tom won out in

thelie-breaktg proceck•e.
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April 6-8, 2000 • Rochester, NY • By Larry Hodges %/Butterfly.

ome had trained for much of their lives
for these Trials. So it was inevitable that.

with 32 players battling for six spots (3
men, 3 women), there was much heart-

break... but also great relief for those who made it.
(See doubles note at end of article.)

The Trials ran smoothly and (except when
earlier matches held things up, which happened
often - there were numerous expedite matches)
mostly on time. Often there were 500+ specta-
tors in the stands. Many thanks to the volunteer
staffthat put this event together - Richard McAfee,
his staff. Ray Mack, the 40 local volunteers, USA
Table Tennis Officials, Bud Light. Butterfly, Mon-
roe County Sports Development Corporation, and
The Greater Rochester Visitors Association.

Eight USA men, eight Canadian men, eight
USA women, and eight Canadian women, all the
survivors of their country's Olympic Qualifier.
congregated in Rochester to do battle with those
who would deny them one of the six Olympic
singles spots reserved for North America, Three
players - USAs Gao Jun, and Canada's Johnny
Huang and Lijuan Geng - had pre-qualified due
to their world rankings.

An interesting contrast was the age of the play-
ers. The 16 Canadians averaged 20.6 years of age,
with their women averaging 18.8, their men 22.4.
The 16 USA players averaged 27.5. with both the
men and women averaging over 27 years of age.

On day one, half the field was eliminated.
Players were put in groups of four, with the top
two advancing to the final eight. with carry-over
matches counting. Each group had two USA and

Men's Final Eight

two Canadian players.
In Group A, Cheng Yinghua lost a game to

Shashin Shodhan in his first match. Two days
later, in his last match of the tournament, Cheng
would lose a game to Canada's Horatio Pintea. In
between. he would win 24 straight games. Cheng
and Kurt Liu advanced, but not before Shashin

forced Kurt to five games, 16,-17,-16,19,15.
In Group B, David Zhuang and Horatio

Pintea advanced. David didn't lose a game:
Horatio had battles with both USA's Keith Alban

(-17. 15. 15, 22) and Canada's Dennis Su (-19,

11,21.-19.9).

In Group C. Khoa Nguyen. unseeded be-
cause he no longer had a world ranking after his
2-year"retirement," found himself in a group with
USA's Todd Sweeris and Canadian Pradeeban

Peter-Paul - easily the strongest group on the
men's side. All three would very likely have ad-
vanced in most other groups. But something had
to give - and Khoa. who had missed making the
Olympics by one spot in both 1992 and 1996.
went down in the preliminaries this time. losing
to both of these rivals -first to Todd, 19.21.17,
then to Peter-Paul, 15, -9, 18,17. Sweeris and

Peter-Paul advanced. with Sweeris getting the
carry-over win over Peter-Paul. -18,10, 12,13.

In Group D, Canada's junior phenom, just-
turned-15 Bence Csaba, upset Canada's #1 seed,
Hai Tao Geng. 15, 20, -14, -18. 15 (losing nine in
arow from up 18-12 in thefourth. but pulling out
the fifth), and forced a 3-way tie between him-
self, Geng and Eric Owens. USA's Sean Lonergan
lost 18 in the fifth to Owens, and went into his

last match, against Hence, knowing he needed to
win 3-0 to have a chance to advance - but after

losing the first, it was over. In the three-way tie.
Owens and Geng advanced. with Geng getting
the -16, 23. 20, 16 can-y-over win over Owens.

The women's preliminaries were less event-
ful. Jasna Reed. no longer with a world ranking,
was unseeded, but except for her two "upsets,"
the higher see(led player won every match.

In Group A. USAs Lily Yip and Canada's
Marie-Christine Roussy, playing with the
"Seemiller" windshield wiper grip, advanced with
relative ease. with Lily getting the carry-over win
over Roussy. -15.13.5,11.

In Group B, USA's Tawny Banh came from
15-17 downinthe fifth win against Canada's Petra
Cada, 18. -24. -20, 18. 18. Both advanced, nei-

ther losing a game to the rest of the group.
In Group C. USA's Virginia Sung (a chop-

per with short pips on the backhand, inverted on
the forehand) and Canada's Wen Xiao Wang Can
attacker with short pips on the forehand. medium
pips on the backhand) advanced. with Virginia
getting the carry-over win over Wen, 10,10,21.

In Group D. the "unseeded" USA s Jasna Reed
went lost only to Canada's defensive star Chris Xu.
a conventional chopper with long pips, and both
advanced. USA's Michelle Do, the top USA seed in
the group. was a victim of Jasna's unseeded status -
if Jasna had been seeded #1 (as her rating would
have put her), Michelle would have battled with
Virginia Sung instead of Jasna to advance.

In the Final Eight, Cheng Yinghua easily
went 7-0. with a final game record of 21-1 (27-2

Name A B C D E F G H Record Place

A Cheng Yinghua USA I W W W W W W W 7-0 1
13,19,17 15,19,13 13,18,13 17,10,18 -14,19,7,19 16,18,12 I.,18,12

B Eric Owens MA 1 LLWLLL 14 7
0-3 0-3 1-3 14,15,13 0-3 1-3 2-3

C David Zhuang USA L W  W W WWW 6-1 2
0-3 14,19,12 I 13,-15,-12,18,18 17,17,4 10,17,14 17,-19,11.13 19,20,-17,-19,13

D Todd Sweeris I.SALWL WLWL 3-4 4
0-3 18,19,-20,16 2-3 -18,10,12,13 2-3 19,-18,15,17 1-3

E Pradeeban CAN 1.1.LL WLL 1-6 8
0-3 0-3 0-3 13 15,20.22 2-3 2-3

Peter-Paul

F Horatio Pintea CAN LWLWL LL 2-5 6
1-3 20,17,13 0-3 13,14,-19,-20,17 0-3 0-3 0-3

G Hai Tao Geng CAN L W L L W W L 3-4 5
0-3 -16.23,20,16 1-3 1-3 -14,16,25,-17,13 6,19,18

H Kurt Liu CAN LWI.WWW W, 5-2 3

0-3 16,-19,18,-15,17 2-3 -15,14,18,18 20,-21,15,-16,15 16,10,15 18.11,12

Women's Final Eight
Name ABCDEFGH Record Place

A Lily Yip
15,14,13 -15,17,-11,9,21 17,-9,42,19,9 0-3 1-3 1-3 -15,13,5.11

USA W W W L L L W 4-3 5

B Chris Xu CAN L L L L W W W 3-4 6
0-3 0-3 2-3 1-3 13,17,19 20,12,-17,-19,14 5,10.12

C Tawny Banh USA L W W W W L W 5-2 2
2-3 16,12,19 11,10,-18,20 15,11,17 18,-24,-20,18,18 0-3 12,11,16

D Virginia Sung USA L W L W W L W 4-3 3
2-3 18,11,-17,-12,12 1-3 10,1021 11,17,16 2-3 12,-19,12,8

E Wen Xiao Wang CAN W WLL LWW 4-3 4
20.19,17 19,-20,17.14 0-3 0-3 0-3 19,14,18 8,8,9

F Petra Cada CAN W L L L W 1 W 3-4 7
-19,13,18,16 0-3 2-3 0-3 16,19,14 0-3 16,12,12

G Jasna Reed USA W L W W L W W 5-2 1

11,19,-12,20 2-3 20,13,18 -16,17,-15,14,15 0-3 18,15,16 12,19.13

H Marie-Christine CAN L L L L L L L  0-7 8
1-3 0-3 0-3 1-3 0-3 0-3 0-3 -Roussy

USA TABLE TENNIS MAGAZINE e May/June 2000

Arth Kn.or.ren m m El, 3% 3



" 92

rom top left) /
Ig, Cheng Yinghua,
and Jam Reed join

r Gao Jun on USA Olympic

fur the tournament). to take the first Olympic spot, Cheng was in
top form. looping and blocking from both sides relentlessly. He
obviously wanted this very badly.

In the tournament's biggest battle. Sweeris was up 2-lin games
and led 17-13 (and 16-10 before that) in the fourth against David
Zhuang, then 14-11 in the fifth. Both times Zhuang won all five on
his sen'e. and Zhuang ended up winning. 13,-15,-12.18.18,

From there on. Zhuang ran out the field, ending up 6-1 to
take the second Olympic spot.

The battle for the third alid tina] spot was between Sweeris, Kurt
Liu and Hai Tao Geng. However, when Liu defeated Sweeris in round
five (-15.14,18,18). hewasinthe driver's seat. Sweeris led 16-14 in

the fourth. but Liu scored five in a row on his serve. a la Zhuang,
Sweeris served at 1 8-19. Liu popped it up, but Sweeris missed ! Liu
ended it with a net-ball winner. For Geng to have a chance to catch Liu.
he would have to beat both Sweeris and Cheng. He lost both. and so
Liu got the final spot. with Sweeris the first alternate,

The women's Final Eight had it more exciting finish. Going
into the final round. seven of the eight players were still in the
running for an Olympic spot! Jasna Reed. Tawny Banh and Wen
Xiao Wang were al] 4-2, while Virginia Sung. Lily Yip. Chris Xu
and Petra Cada were all 3-3. Only Roussy was back at 0-6. but
hoping to be a final-round spoiler against Jasna. It wasn't to be.
as Jasna won to grab the first spot. 12,19.13 (coming back from
12-17 in the second game) to finish with a 5-2 record.

Due to the extremely complicated scenario. the instant Jasna
won against Roushy. Canada's Wen Xi ao Wang (playing Tawny Batih
at the same time) unknow·ingly clinched a spot. Roughly speaking, it
meant that at worse. Wang would finish fourth. However. since a
countn· is restricted to a maximum ofthree players. and USA would
then have four players (the pre-qualified Gao Jun. and a sweep of the
top three spots here), the next spot would go to the highe.st finishing
Canadian - Wang. Tawny Banh. who would win against Wang in
this final round. clinched the second spot with a 5-2 record - if she'd
lo.st. the spot would have gone to Lily Yip,

Virginia Sung. loset· of five-game matches to both Jasna and
Lily Yip, finished third at 4-3, However, with USA's Gao. Jasna
and Tawny all grabbing spots. anc[ the three-player country linjit.
the next spot went to Wang. (Wang. Sung and Yip all finished 4-
3. with the final order determined by their game

record among themselves.) 01¥mpic C
So, including pre-qualified players, here are

the final North American Olympic Singles Players: (clockwise f

• USA Men: Cheng Yinghua, David Zhuang David ZhuM

• USA Women: Gao Jun, Jasna Reed. Tawny Banh Tawny Banh
• Canadian Men: Johnnv Huang. Kurt Liu

• Canadian Women: LijuanGeng, WenXiao\Vang pre-qualifiel
One week afterthe Olympic Singles Trials were Singles Teani.

the Olympic Doubles Trials - finishing as we go to
prev - more next issue. Here are the Doubles Teams: Preliminary Women's Results (Top two advance):
• USA Men: Cheng Yinghua/Khoa Nguyen. David Group A: P Lily Yip (USA). 3-0 (d. Roussy. -

Zhuang/rodd Sweeris 15.13.5,11: d. Lee, 16,16.14: d. Chiu, 8.19,9); 2'd
• 1.:SA Women: Gao Jui,/Michelle Do,Jasna Reed/ Marie-Christine Roussy (CAN). 2-1 (d, Lee,

Tawny Barth R).13,13: d. Chiu, 13,25,-23,12): 3 Li Vivian Lee

• Canadian Men: Johnny Huang/Kurt Liu (USA). 1-2 (d. Chiu. -12.18.-17.23.19j: 4°· Wennin

• Canadian Wonien: Lijuan Geng/Marie-Christine Chiu (CAN). 0-3-

Group B: 1  Tawny Batih (USA ), 3-0 (d. Cadit,Roussy
18,-24,-20.18.18: d. Gee. 5.7.18: d. Gagnon.
8.11,12): 2"' Petra Cada (CAN). 2-1 (d, Gee.
18,14,16: d. Gagnon. 3.10.19): 3-'' Diana Ciee

(USA), 1-2 (d. Gagnon. 17.1().19): 4"' Jo-Annie
Gagnon (CAN). 0-3.

GroupC: P' Virginia Sung (USA), 3-0 (d. Wang.
1(1,1()21: d. Yang. -15,19.14.14: d. Pilon. 2.16.12);
2'Id Wen Xiao Wang (CAN), 2-1 (d, Yang. -
17,21,19,15: d. Pilon 13,17.91: 3'11 Simone Yang
(USA), 1 -2 (d. Piltin. 18,8,14): 4"' Erica Pilon
(CAN). ()-3.

Group D: 1"Chi·is Xu (CAN), 3-0(d. Reed. 20.12,-
17.-19,14: d. Do 15,9.15: d. Zheng. 10.10.8): 2"'' Jasna
Reed (USA), 2-1 (d. Do. - 1 6,13,1 0, ] 6: d. Zheng.

Kurt Liu and Wen Xiao Wang joined Johnny 12.10.16): 3"' Michelle Do (LISA), 1-2 (d, Zhang,

Huang and Lijuan Geng on the Canadian team. 11,8.]6):4:" Pei-Pei Zheng (CAN), ()-3.

Preliminaries Men's Results (Top two advance):
Group A: 1·'Cheng Yinghua (USA). 3-(} cd. Liu,
13.18,12: d. Shodhan. 13.9.-15.I5:d.Kamkar-Parsi,
1 5.15.5): 2'w Kurt Liu (CAN), 2-1 (d. Shodhan, 16,-
17.-16,19.15:d. Kam kar-Pars i. 11.20,17},3:

Honiayoun Kaink:ir-Pani (CAN). 1-2 (d. Shodhan.
15.-24.-8.23.16): 41" Shashin Shod han (USA). 0-3.

Group B: F David Zhuning (USA), 3-0 (d. Pintea,
10.17.14: d. Alban, 17.14,10; d, Su, 19,21.16): 2"d
Horatio Pintea (CAN), 2-1 (d. Alban, -17,15.15,22:
d. Su -19.11.21.-19.9): 3'd Denni Su (CAN). 1-2
Id. Alban. 19.20.19). 4'11 Keith Alban (USA), 0-3,

Group C: 1" Todd Sweeris (USA). 3-0 (d. Peter-
Paul, -18.10.12,13, d. Ngu>·en, 19,21.17. d.
Therien. 9.14.17): 2'Id Pradeeban Peter-Paul (CAN),

2-1 (d. Nguyen. 15.-9.18.17: d. Therien. 16.-16.13.-
14.19) 3"1 Khoa Nguyen ( USA }, 1 -2 (d. Therien. -
20.11.-15.13,14): 4:" Xavier Therien (CAN). 0-3.

Group D: 1 Hai Tao Geng (CAN). 2-1 (d. Owens,
-16.23,20,16: d. Lonergan. 12.19,12.16): 2"'' Eric
Owens (USA). 2-1 (d. Lonergan. 18.-16,-15,12.18:
d. Cwba. 9. 1 8.13): 31,1 Bence Csaba (CAN). 2-1 (d.

Geng. 15,20.-14,-18,15: d. Lonergan, 15,17.14): 4'11
Sean Lonergan (USA). 0-3.
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sheets!

in doesn't wear off!

acky rubber! 1
JUIC's record-setting 

9. #1 rated player Yiyong Fan uses
c 999 Elite on forehand and

intjuic Superonbackhand.

o come along in alongtime, has fantastk n.

bbersheets. <eepsits original spin

ght. Medium-soft sponge. Rated 9.2 for

W#

S.#1 RE

.Uic 11. C
*t (IL ions . Superiortootherspinny rubber.

.-/1 I Long-lasting quality.Supersp
 * Lighter weightthanothert
 100% made in Japan with
Ilidili technology! U.1

Jui

.tui
9q

rE' I 999 Elite, the hottest new rubbersheetl

, spin and greaterspeed than othertacky ru
*i characteristics longer, and is lighter in wei

speed and 9,6foripin. Item RJ9E

1 999 Elite SV has the same great topsheet but with even fofter

 sponge than regular 999 Elite. Speed: 9.0. Spin: 9.6 Item: RJ9E5
a-

999 Elite Defense has great tacky spin and quality,

' combined with special super-soft control-type sponge that slows the- 1 speed down to the level that defensive players love. Speed: 7.1,
 999 Elite Hard Type ha. fantastic spin, outstanding speed, and lighter weight
 Spin: 9.6 Item RJ9ED

E This special high-tech harder sporige gives added power, providing a feeling of invincible
SAV EUP fti7il= strength!. Speed: 9.2, Spin: 9.6. Item: RJ9EH

Mil---ir,Bib#

$5 -OUR CHOICE OF ANY JUIC 999 ELITE AT A SPECIAL PRICE OF

WHITE

The Nittaku ball, regarded as the best in the world, is the official ball of the U.S.

Nationals, U.S.Open, the Olympics, and many World Championships.

-A 3-Star and 3-Star Premiui
in the red bo

k

Nittaku 3-Star Special 3 Star and 3-Star

ORANGE-lp
Premium balls in the blue box

$8/half doz. $10.95/doz. (reg. $14/doz)

The Nittaku 3-Star balls are a high quality 3-star ball, exceeding
the highest standards for ITTF approval. Label on ball says
"Japan': Available in white or orange. Item: BNC

Nittaku 3-Star Premium Balls $16/doz.
E:The New Nittaku ITTF-approved 3-Star 40mm ball will be available before the 40mm Ball Rule goes into effect Oct. 1,2000.We hope to have it in stock this summer.
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SAMSONOVALPHASPECIAL Saveupto$34!
Samsonov Alpha Blade with anytwo sheets ofTibhar Rubber.
Ideal forcontrolled, spin-oriented attacking game. Speed: OFF-

Handle:FL, AN, ST/Wgt: 80 gms/Plies:5. Price: $44. Item: STSA 
RAPID CARBON SPECIAL

Rapid Carbon Blade with yourchoice of anytwo
sheets of Tibhar Rubber. Fast Abachi outer layers,
light Balsa core, carbon layers give you versatile
attack with pressure, precisetopspin. Carboblayers
add stability and tremendous ball acceleratioll
Speed: OFF/Wgt: 80 grams/7 plies. Price: $69. Item: STRR'

TIBHAR iMPJD

SANSON·0 95 1 LA:r. LAL: ? AiLL

CHOIci: v.··-§.z

RUBBER + TIBHAR ; -
MEETVLADIMIRSAMSONOVATTHE

PADDLE PALACE U.S.OPEN BOOTH!

DETAILS ON OURWEBSITE!

Suitedtotheaggressivegameofthenewgeneration!5oftsponge,
extremelyelasticrubberlayergivespeed, spinand optimumball
control.Speed:9.2/Spin:9.2.(Reg$29) Item:RTRA

U.S. OPEN TABLES

SPIECm R /0. Flf7'

FEICE
These world-class Stiga Expert Roller tables wil: be used at the
U.S. Open, July 5-9,2000. Quantity is limited,so call now or go
to www.paddlepalace.com to reserve yourtable(s). Available

exclusively from Paddle Palace. Special price includes shipping
to continental U.S., plus Stiga Clipper Net Set! Item: TEUEX

Stiga Expert Roller Table
The world-class Stiga Expert Roller table is the table of choice for many U.5. andintemational tournaments, including the World Championships and
the U.5. Open.It features a solid 21/4' wood frame and professional 1" thick top. The 2 1/2" rectangular legs self-fold to make storage a snap.
Heavy-duty 40' casters. Table is,in attraaive navy blue color. USAIT approved. Measures 73"x601(28 in folded position. Item: TEEX
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The Pen hold Backha nd P of 140 1.
1999 World Championships Men's Singles Finalist

By Wei Wang, USATT Certified National Coac
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r1r7he penhold style of playing table tennis has

lgone through some fundamental changesin the last two decades. In the early 80's,
when two-time World Champion Guo

Yaohua was dominating the shakehand players with
his outstanding serves, strong forehand loop, and,
perhaps most significantly, his patented sidespin
backhand block, the Europeans were struggling to
find a way to overcome that dangerous style. The
shakehand technique had not yet been developed
enough to exploit the penholder's Achilles heel -
their backhand. High arcing backhand loops were

tional penholder and lost 3-0. Conversely, in the
semifinals at the 1999 World's, Ma Lin - already a
second-generation two-side penholder - stayed with
his game plan against the Swedish ace, using all three
"dimensions" and outlasting him in a five-game
match in which he won most long rallies. At the
Team World Championship in Malaysia, the Swedes
again took the crown from the Chinese, but it seems
like the penholders can certainly hold their own with
two players in the top five of the world rankings.

Ma Lin, world #5, turned 20 years old in Febru-
ary. He followed behind Liu Guoliang and benefited

t t 46 . 2

to achieve the right contact. As you may have no-
ticed, the blades these new penholders use have larger
heads than the old rackets. This reduces the prob-
ability of hitting the ball with the fingers that are now
stretching quite far onto the striking surface.

His stance is almost exactly like a shakehander.
He drops his arm and tilts his racket inward be-
tween his knees. With a distinct whipping motion,
he starts the forward drive by raising his elbow and
shoulder. When he contacts the ball his forearm

has snapped forward and is almost horizontal. At
the same time his wrist straightens out and he

I] USA TABLE TENNIS MAGAZINE ' May/June 2000 Photos by Diego Schaaf ©2000



more a target than a weapon. Penholders just had
too much time to turn and take a strong forehand.
But the penhold styles' weakness was glaring and
obvious, and so the Europeans set out to build up
the backhand. The Chinese Table Tennis Associa-

tion recognized that trend and warned their coaches
and players early: "Beware! The European Wolf is
coming!" - referring to the increasing success of
the Swedish Team. The penholders became even
quicker and more uncompromising. Another two-
time World Champion, Jiang Jialiang, was the most
successful of a new breed of all-out attackers who

used short pips to finish the rallies quickly with one
devastating smash. But finally - at the 1989 World
Championships in Dortmund - the Wolf caught its
prey: The Chinese Team suffered a crushing 0-5
defeat. Persson, Waldner and Appelgren had finally
developed their backhands enough to keep the Chi-
nese players from running around their backhand,
and even Appelgren's backhand loop, which by
today's standards is a slow shot, carried enough
power to tip the balance.

The Chinese Association put the penholder on
its "endangered species list" - extreme measures

c were needed to assure its survival. After the shock
g of '89, the most promising young penholders were
¢ told to experiment with using the so far unutilized
m side of their racket. The hope was to develop a third
4 dimension to their game by maintaining a strong

 forehand bias, but in addition to the almost exclu-
 sively defensive conventional backhand, a stinging
R attack became possible. Liu Guoliang, Feng Zhe and
t Wang Fei were the first to register success with this
 idea. The shakehanders' basic anti-penhold strate-
' gies -lock them into the backhand or pull them wide

g into the forehand and thus open their backhand -
4- didn't work against the new penholder. They could
 now go toe to toe with shakehanders on either side
* and stay with them in long rallies from mid-court, if

they had to - if they could only remember to use all
their weapons ! In the 1997 World Championships

IL Yan Sen came out blazing against Waldner, but soon
( 3 1 forgot his new backhand, reverted into a conven-
L j

from Liu's pioneer work and uses the "new" back-
hand even more naturally and frequently. He is ca-
pable of producing a backhand loop equal to most
shakehand players.

In this sequence, he is practicing repeated loops
against a block. He modifies his forehand grip by
straightening his middle, ring and little finger on the
backhand side of the blade. This changes the blade's
angle and provides a solid grip. At the same time he
relaxes the index finger, so the blade can rotate a
little counterclockwise along its axis. This is needed
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torques the racket around the ball. A high follow-
through completes the motion.

Although it looks familiar due to its close prox-
imity to the shakehand backhand loop, this shot is
completely foreign to conventional penholders, be-
cause at no time could they ever before afford to
allow such a late timing on the backhand side. Be
aware of that, if you want to add this shot to your
repertoire: It takes recognizing new timing concepts
- and a lot of practice. But if you get it, you'll be
able to enjoy the best of both worlds. ..6

. .0 0

LE TENNIS 101 - CD-ROM
J.S. CHAMPIONS WEI WANG AND SEAN O'NEILL

LL THE BASICS ON ONE EASY TO USE CD ROM

ictive way to learn Table Tennis. Point and click to the
want to work on, watch clips and hear explanations.
ut desktop computer or take the laptop to the club
compatible with TABLE TENNIS 101 CD-ROM
d 98, and with

3.5 PowerPC systems $29.95 + $3.20 SHIPPING

the coveted "old" Swedish blades in a new blade. Small

1 numbers allow tight tolerances - a custom blade made /
for pros - for the price of a mass market item.

- soft, light, springy - a looper's dream!
- descendent of the A500 with a little more "kick". 
[he power of a 7-ply blade without the weight AKI 
' \-=#'ll

lain in limited quantities: The old workhorse  <1
;hinese domination for most of the '9Os.

- great feel, excellent power ./
- among the fastest blades on the market
ber $24.00 Hybrid: Japanese sponge, Chinese top sheef
;t, grippy top sheet for great variety, springy sponge i

$44.00
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The Backhand Drive of USA Team Member
By Larry Hodges, USATT Certified National Coach Eyl,ViD
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H
ere we see the backhand drive of USA

Team Member Barney J. Reed. Since
he's left-handed, right-handers can

copy the photo as if it were a mirror. Study it

well, as this is serious stuff- even if Barney
isn't in a particularly serious mood as he
demonstrates the shot ! The drive is against

topspin.

Photo 1: Barney brings his racket back. Note
that he has already cocked his wrist backward.

Photo 2: He has completed his backswing,
and is about to start the forward swing. Note
the cocked wrist, ready to stroke the racket

through the ball. Weight is evenly balanced

on both legs, with weight slightly forward.
He is in a slight crouch, which gives more
leverage for the shot and makes movement

quicker. His left leg is slightly back (for a
left-hander), which makes him ready for ei-
ther a forehand or a backhand. Many ad-
vanced players use this type of stance for their
backhand, forehand and neutral stances to

save time on their forehand shots (especially
if they play close to the table), since there is

little weight transfer needed on most back-
hand drives, unlike the forehand drive.

Photos 3-5: The wrist and forearm stroke

through the ball with a slight upward Inotion.

Racket is closed at contact, and rolls slightly

over the ball, i.e. the racket is closing
throughout the forward swing. A light top-
spin is put on the ball both from the rolling
motion and from the rebound effect of the

incoming topspin ball - a topspin ball auto-

matically rebounds back with topspin when
hit with a grippy surface.

Photo 6: Racket follows through forward
naturally, and ends up pointing roughly to

where the ball is going, or slightly to the left
(to the right for a right-hander). Racket is
almost parallel to the table at the end. Weight
is still balanced evenly on both legs.

Nest issue: Khoa Nguyen's Forehand Loop.,4
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Sweden Classic

Unsurpassed ball feeling gives a
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Yasaka Sweeper N
Introducing the new Sweeper blade from
YASAKA. This new blade is designed
especially for the demanding defensive
player, who is searching for optimum soft
ball control and exceptional touch. Avail-
able with a flared or straight grip.

 Yasaka Clicky Press
Simplifies the gluing

< process, get a topnotch bonding and
speed glue effect

$20 every time.

To receive our 1999-2000

80 page full color catalog
call: 800-825-7664 or Fax: 248-356-5871

or log on to: www.tgenterprises.com
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NEWGY ROBOTS AND 40mm BALLS
The ITTF regulation ball size will change from 38mm to 40mm, starting

10/1/00. Currently, Newgy Robots will accept only 38mm balls. Newgy is
re-designing our robots to accept both 38 and 40mm balls. We expect to
have these upgrades available by the time the new standard becomes
effective. They will be easy and quick to install taking less than two
minutes.

'2*Ep=A

661'Info, Til
1&2*2=**44'i:'. ' i 23.I 

Prices (

Customers in North and South America who purchase 38mm
Newgy Robots after 2/1/00, will be able to purchase the 38/40

*ifa_ upgrade at the difference between the current retail
price of the robot and the new retail price of the

T CJ 38/40 robot. This is our assurance that your robot
will retain it's value and you will spend no more

 (perhaps less) than if you waited and bought 36i

..mr....r,I a new 38/40 robot. Also you will end up
with two interchangeable robot bodies:

one 38mm and one 38/40mm.

May:

*t

For robots purchased before 2/1/00
this same upgrade will be available
on a pro-rated basis, based on how
long you have owned your robot.

Exact pricing is unavailable at
present, and will be announced as
soon as possible. Contact Newgy to
register for these upgrades or for the
latest developments.
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118* Women at the 1Uorida

How to Finish 33rd at Kuala Lumpur While Losing Only One Tie
By Tim Boggan

/.

3

T.S-ZnenreaolyrTrust me - no.

in i act. on paper (Jan., 2000

11TF World Rankings), we'd #23-#75-

#129-#161 match-up reasonably well

with, say, Sweden (#59-#60-#196-

#240) or Russia (#55-#67-#94-#118),
teams that finished tied for ninth.

Significantly, however. Sweden

and Russia were in the Top 24 teams
from the 1997 Manchester World's, and

the U.S. wasnt (we'd played without

Jun Gao Chang and Amy Feng and had

lost a pivotal 3-2 tie to England). This

meant, according to the A-Group, B-
Group, C-Group format being used

here in Kuala Lumpur. that if Sweden
and Ru»ia could win 60% of their ini-

tial matches in the 24-team A group
(four round robins, six teams in each),

they would, despite their two 10ses,

theoretically still be in contention to

take the overall Championship and. by

winning just one more match against a

lower-ranked opponent, would be as-

sured Of finishing no worse than a tie

for nhith!

So readers should keep in mind

what they might sometimes forget: the

relentless impingement of the past on

the present.
Our new millenium U.S. Women's

Team - ranked, from Manchester, 25th,
not 24th - was drawn into a three-team

round robin against World #69 Lebanon

and World #72 Mongolia. So of course

there'd be no intensity in. even little in-

terest in, these ties. We wereJust too good,

Against Lebanon, Tawny Banh

gave up 16 points - total. Lily Yip 13.

Michelle Do 17. Lest we laugh, remember, some-
one said. "These Lebanese are stars at home."

In the warm-up against Mongolia
(Mongolia couldn't beat Lebanon), which was

no warm-up at all for Gao. who again didntplay,

Tawny again gave up 16 points -total. Amy 21.

And Michelle (on the draw sheets it was always

just "Michelle." as if she didn't have alast name),

20 - except that you weren't to count that first

game which she unaccountably lost at 19... to,
shhh, a man. Or so it seemed, for when the um-

pire told this Mongol she had to put on her num-

ben she, Bold, obliged - Bold being, according

to the Program li>,ting, the 4th man on the Men's
team. But so what'? Who would know the dif-

ference? Would even the umpire care'? Some

flimsy, often curled up, sloppily-pinned-on num-

ber was always better than none.
At this point, the U.S. still theoretically

could win the World Corbillon Cup title.

Also, we were progressing toward the ful-
fillment of one of our four needed USOC "Mark-

ers" for the year 2000 - that of achieving a world
ranking for two youth athletes, one of whom

hopefully would be Michelle, who I heard

needed two wins over world-ranked players in

order to get a world ranking herself. Our fifth,

optional "Marker" -that of improving our world

rarling in the Team's (25th in the Women's, 32
in the Men's) - had been rejected by the USOC

as "not challenging enough."

So. to continue keeping our hopes alive,
we would now play Austria in ... oh, oh, a
"knockout" tie that was really a down-and-out-
for-the-count knockout. For. while the winner

would continue on theoretically to have a chance

for the Championship itself, the loser would fall

to, at best, 33rd place!

Some format! And one we'd better be ready
to accept.

But we weren't ready - hadn't been tested,

and weren't prepared to be tested, period.
Still. on paper, our World Rankings (#23,

#75, #129, #161) compared quite favorably with
Austria's (#49, #148, #333, #390). But Coach

Teodor "Doru" Gheorghe decided not to play

Amy (she was going to retire? had been woe-
fully out of practice since making the Team -

hadn't played in the Closed and had no inten-

tion of trying out for the upcoming Olympics).

So, the U.S.-Austria match-up became on paper
our #23-#129-#161 vs. their #49-#148-#333 -

which suddenly made the tie seem a lot closer.

Moreover, Austria's shakehands lefty Liu
Jia, in just the last two months, had jumped from
World #72 to World #49. Check her out, and

you'd see that in both the Oct., '99 Austrian and
Nov., 99 Swedish Opens she'd beaten Sweden's
Asa Svensson (World #59), and that in the Dec.

Czech Open she'd reached the semi's, where she'd
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downed fellow Chinese expatriate, Singapore's Li
Jia Wei. 3-0. (Who was Li Jia Wei? Coming into
Kuala Lumpur, World #17, and the winner of the

just held Commonwealth Games.)
1n the standard A vs. X. B vs. Y. C vs Z, A

vs. Y. B vs. X arrangement of matches, Austria

(ABC) might be expected to play Liu Jia in the

(A) first and fourth positions, their #2, Judit

Herczig, in the (B) second and fifth positions,

and their #3 Michaela Zillner in the (C) third

position. Were the U.S.. too, to play according

to the above pattern, the match-up would be -
since Coach 'Doru" preferred for the #2 spot in
this tie the steady Tawny to the unsteadily more

spectacular Lily - Liu vs. Tawny, Gao vs.

Herczig, Lily vs. Zillner, Gao vs. Liu. and Tawny

vs. Herczig. Which would mean that Austria

ought to be 2-1 down to us with the last two

matches up for grabs.

However, "Doru" didn't play the expected

order. He preferred Gao vs. Liu, Tawny vs.

Herczig, Lily vs. Zillner, Tawny vs. Liu, and Gao
vs. Herczig - making the first two matches up

for grabs.

But Austria, under its Women's Captain Liu

Yan Jun, didn't play the expected order either.

Their variation was this: they would play their

#1 Liu Jia in the (A) first and fourth positions,

as expected. but. since they had a weak third,

would gamble on playing their #2 in just a single

3rd position (C) match. This set-up brought Liu
(#49) VS. Gao (#23). Michaela Zillner (#333)

vs. Tawny (#161), Judit Herczig (#148) vs. Lily

(#129), Liu vs. Tawny, and Gao vs. Zillner. Ob-

viously, matches two, four and five would likely

result in a 2-1 edge for us. so the first and third
matches were critical - we needed to win one of

those two.

Austria had come out of its round robin

with a walkover over Tahiti and a 3-0 win over

World #41 Brazil Ca team both the U.S. and

Canada had blanked at the Pan Am Games). But

at least Liu Jia, unlike Gao. had played a match

(several hours earlier that afternoon).

For whatever reason. Gao got off to a hor-

rible start - was down 7-0,11-2 ! She just had

no intensity. really needed to get her blood flow-
ing. seemed sluggish. Her big-blade bat, some-
one said, had a wood sound, a hollow sound -

and, in her 21-11 loss, the occasional scant en-

couragement our Team's supporters could mus-
ter drew no echoing response.

In the second game, Gao moved from be-
ing down 8-4 to down 10-9. Then, when, with

the help of a net. Liu added two more points,

"Doru" called Time Out. From the balcony I
could see. as he talked to Gao, his hands mov-

ing this way and that until, as if holding some-
thing carefully. a vase. his hands cradled,
stopped, then in a final gesture threw the vase
sideways. Crash! Gao came back to the table to
go down 14-9,16-10. But helped by Liu's
misserve, she drew to 16-14. Then a ticked net

threw her timing off and her hands into the air;
but she smiled, and from 18-14 down again per-
severed - to 18-17. Whereupon Liu served and
followed, served and followed - smacked in two

beauties that stopped Gao's rally cold.
Gao of course felt badly that she'd lost, but

it was obvious that this Liu Jia was good. and it
seemed certain she'd later beat Tawny. Which
meant we needed to win all the rest.

Tawny justified "Doru's" confidence in her.
She stayed focused, carried the attack. Up 13-
12 in the 1st, she broke free to 17-13,20-15 and

coasted home. In the 2nd. up 7-5, she seemed to

gain strength when the umpire carded Liu - Liu

the Coach not the player - and upped her ad-

vantage to 9-5,16-11,18-14. Then she faltered,
even whiffed her last serve, and it was 18-17.

But Zillner could make nothing of her serve.

serve, serve. Tie 1-1.

"And yet, after losing 8 ties
and winning but 3 games, the
English women finished half a
dozen places ahead of the U.S.
women, undefeated except for
their loss to Austria. Such is

the Group D vs. Group E
positional advantage for losers

in this questionable format."
-Tim Boggan, in Women's

write-up, page 48

Since both Liu and Gao figured to have

upcoming winners. the pressure was all on Lily
- her match was the all-important determiner.

And - wow ! - why couldn't we start when we

had to? Lily, down 14-6, was tight, tight, tight.

This 1 st game was another bloodless annihila-

tion. Something better happen for us in the 2nd....
It did - at mid-game, Coach Liu was red-

carded. Personally. I've long thought it abso-
lutely idiotic not to let coaches coach - the more
drama the better. But it was Herczig who then

scored three in a row to go up 15-11. Now. just
as Gao had fought back in that 2nd game, so

did Lily - 15-all. When, however, Lily was

bested in a backhand exchange, "Doru" called
Time Out and busied his hands. But how give
Lily the confidence she needs? The points kept

slipping away from her - she couldn't hold on.
It was really her forehand that did her in - she
had the shots, she took them, but the ball

wouldn't go in. Not at the beginning of the
match, the middle of it, or now at the end. She

just stayed cold.

Of course Lily's loss made the 4th match the
decider - but, try as she might, Tawny, down 10-3
in the 1 st, had no chance against the Pro Tour-

hardened. always-in-control Austrian-Chinese.
So, 33rd-40th - that was our humbling lot.

Whereas had we beaten Austria, we'd be faced
with Indonesia. Indonesia, as of the Dec., '99

ITTF Rankings, fielded World #127,#220, and
#248 - and with this team did what the U.S.

couldn't do, knocked out Austria.

How much time and effort the ITTF has

spent on refining its Ranking System, and yet

how questionable one's assumptions still are
about players rated even 100 or more places

apart. This time, though Austria's Liu won her

two, the Austrian Captain's gamble of again
playing his #148 second-best player in the 3rd
match backfired when #248 downed #148. 21-

10 in the 3rd. Exit Austria from Championship
contention.

Undefeated Indonesia - that with a primed

Gao Jun and Amy Feng could have been us -

thus became one of the 16 remaining teams that
could still win the title. Which didn't mean that

after they lost to Sweden, 3-0. they' d be, at worst,
16th. The diabolical format - the befuddling

bane of tournament-covering journalists every-

where - now had them playing more matches,

vying for 13th through 28th place.

So I can't help but think we should be where

that #127, #220, and #248 Indonesian team is -

playing Luxembourg for a shot at joint 13th place.

And, despite U.S. Open winner Ni Xia Lian's pres-

ence, winning. For Indonesias #248 again came

through. beating Luxembourg's #165.

O.K., Indonesia had to settle for joint 17th

place, for they lost to Croatia as expected. since,
as one fellow said, in Tamara Boros Croatia had

"the best white woman in the world."

But forget what might have been for the U.S.,

back now to sobering reality. Austria had beaten

Greece. so we could too? What was our line-up'?

Lily (X), Tawny (Y), and unranked Michelle (C).

Who were we up against? Unranked player (A -
who needed experience), World # 180 (B). and

#317 (C). What was our motivation? To avoid the

possibility of 40th place.

In the first match. Yip. down 1 -0 and at
deuce, couldn't win. In the second match, Banh,

at deuce in the 1 st. won, but then she lost the

match. Tawny's a fighter alright, but, favoring

her backhand, she has footwork problems, too

often just doesn't get into forehand position fast
enough. So, it was clearly time for Michelle to
rise to the occasion. And. mark this. she did, in

the 3rd. Which so inspired. or embarrassed.

Tawny and Lily that they followed with straight-
game wins. Lily. blocking and pick-hitting per
"Dom's" advice. finally began playing to her

capabilities and gave up only 18 points all told.

So now, onward - we were, at our worst.

36th. But. no ESP required, surely we were a

lock against Spain, who resisted with World

#283. #314, and an unranked player. Hooray!

We won the close ones. Tawny (#161) got by
Sara Perez (#283). 19 in the 3rd. Lily, 12, 11,
seemed to make a rank amateur out of unranked

Isabel Lozana. And - mission accomplished -

Michelle beat the 200-pound-solid. surprisingly
athletic Roser Vila, her second world-ranked

player, 2-0, 19 in the 2nd.
There remained in our way only Thailand's

#203. #226. and #363. Though Tawny didn't

tremble, she could average only 15 points a game
against World #203 Nanthana. But with Gao

playing - and winning - her second and third

matches in Kuala Lumpur. and with Lily, too,

scoring an easy victory, we remained undefeated
... except for that one loss to Austria.

However, I guess you'd have to say that

the USOC was right. Our improvement in the

World Rankings didn't seem challenging
enough.
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1,8* men at the World;
How to Finish 36th at Kuala Lumpur

By Tim Boggan

Clockwise from top: David
Zhuang, Eric Owens, Keith All)an,

Barney J. Reed, Todd Sweeris.

g K\N El 200
r

0

1

r--hirty-sixth! Out of 77 !
Are our men really that
bad?

..1 Trust me - maybe.

Without Cheng Yinghua 
(#73). we're (see Jan., 2000 ITTF
World Rankings). #108, #208,
#316,#403 pretty weak on paper.

And indeed, in actuality,
you'd have to say right from the
beginning that for us this World
Swaythling Cup Championship
was a bummer.

Case in point: at the end of
our first three round-robin ties, we
were undefeated - still had a

theoretical chance for the Cham-

pionship.
Huh? That's bad?

It is when you haven't given
up a point. When, after a long and

tiring trip half way around the
world, it turns out that your first

three opponents don't show. So
they were World #65 Venezuela,
#95 Tanzania, and unranked

Madagascar. At least we'd have
gotten the idea we were in a tour-

nament - and Keith Alban might

have begun to make his mark, and

ours. For we were eager to sat-

isfy the USOC that we could
achieve a world ranking for our

two youths on this trip, and as our

Michelle Do was taking advan-
tage of the opportunity, we
wanted Keith to, too.

The ITI'F, I might add, was

so put out that team after team -

almost 20 among the men - didn't

show that they supposedly plan

to assess. at least those who didn't notify the
Tournament Committee of their withdrawal,

their entry fees and hospitality charges.
Our U.S. men's first playable tie was

against Switzerland - and here there was an-

other disappointment in that Switzerland's ag-
ing best. World #112 Thierry Miller, didn't come
to Kuala Lumpur. Our men needed to be tested,
and, as the three Swiss in this tie were all World

#430 or higher, it didn't look like much of a
warm-up for us. Still, Coach Dan Seemiller,
anticipating our next tie with Brazil, figured he'd
better give our line-up - David Zhuang, Todd
Sweeris, and Eric Owens - some much needed

table time. The only surprise in this more or less

routine straight-game win for us was the 3rd
match. After Owens took the first, I looked at

the Swiss as he started the second game and
couldn't resist the playful thought, "He's Beat

before he's Staufered." An idiotic pun - the

more so since this World #430 Beat Staufer pro-
ceeded to win the next two games from Eric.

Our first test then was Brazil, who'd had

easy ties against Mongolia and Nepal. but a very

good 3-1 warm-up with Ukraine. Win the tie
against Brazil, and we'd go on our undefeated
way. Lose it, and disaster - for we'd fall, fall,
fall ... to World #33 at best. You can bet that

this aptly named "Knockout" format wasn't to

everyone's liking, for immediately half the win-
ning Group E through Group T teams would
fall into an embarrassing abyss.

Although readers will remember that this

same U.S. threesome - Zhuang, Sweeris, and
Owens - came home in glory from the Pan Am
Games, having beaten Argentina in the final
(Argentina finished 50th here), they might have
forgotten that prior to the criss-cross semi's
(where we beat Canada, who was without

Johnny Huang). we'd lost to Brazil. Had, in fact,

dropped some dispiriting close games. Down
1-0 and at 19-all in the 2nd, Owens, serving,

had seen Hugo Hoyama (World #89) bang in
two winners off his serves. Then Sweeris, on

coming off a straight-game loss to Thiego
Monteiro (World #357), had met Hoyama, had

rallied in the 1st from 19-15 down to go game-

point up, only to lose it 23-21. and then in the
2nd, up 20-16. had somehow lost six in a row.
Not the best thoughts to carry south from
Winnipeg for this extremely important tie in
Kuala Lumpur.

Because the humidity was high here in KL,
David and Todd's pips play might be affected?
But, no, for unlike the Hall in Eindhoven last

August. this one was kept so cool that spectator
after spectator needed a jacket. In the first match
David gets us off to a stining start, plays two

strong second-half games against Monteiro, who
can't score more than 14. U.S. 1 - Brazil 0.
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Against Todd. Hoyama couldn't be more
ready and quickly builds up winners to a 9-3,15-
6, 19-8 overpowering lead. Going into the 2nd
game, Todd says he' ]1 try to open before Hugo
does. and on up to 14-all they go at it, at which
point Hoyama gives the U.S. bench a look - as if
to say, "Cool it with all those 'Yeah's!" Perhaps
this breaks his concentration. for he loses 5 in a

row, and the match is tied at a game apiece.
Sweeris wants to attack Hoyama's middle

- says Hugo likes the ball wide. Down 10-6 at
the turn. Todd pulls to 11-9, then twice loops
Hugo's serve long. After a Time Out. Todd fails
to return another serve, is down 14-11. Down

14-13, he misses a backhand placement that
would have been a winner, then ties it up, then
misses a forehand that would have been a win-

ner. From 16-all Hoyama runs it to match point.
Now Pan Am deja vu. Todd rallies through a
Brazilian Time Out. and with a fearless serve

and follow deuces it. Then gets a break - push-

returns Hugo's serve off, only to hear the scorer
call a let serve. Hoyama, however, is totally
unfazed by this call. and finishes off the match
with two strong winners. What might have been:
2-0. What is: 1-1.

Against penhold player Carlos Kawai
(World #194), who in Winnipeg had been both-
ered by a sore shoulder, Owens (#316)jumped
off to a 3-0 lead, held it to 12-9. Then Carlos

teed off on Eric's serve, Eric missed an incred-

ibly high ball, and, after serving. whiffed his
follow - 12-all. But, acing a serve return along
the way, Owens is up 16-12: then, serving off.
is at 16- 15. Now two serves and two excellent

follows, a backhand. then a forehand. First game

to Eric at 17. As Coach Danny had anticipated

in positioning Owens against Kawai, all that
practice Eric had against penholders in Korea
was paying off.

But. oh, how Owens begins the second -

whiffs, pushes off, pushes into the net. He'll

have some catching up to do. Some forehand
counters help to close the gap, and. despite an-
other whi ff, he's at 10-all. At 12-all he makes a

fine tlip return of serve. Then serves into the
net. He seems to be in and out of focus. Now,

with two bad serve returns. out. Down 19-17,

Eric agrees with Carlos that he's served a net.

But the umpire. who as scorekeeper earlier had
fumbled through mistakes and had even pointed
self-deprecatingly to his mixed-up head, took it
upon himself to overrule the players and
awarded the point to Eric. Which is all he needed
to run out the game and match. A big win for
us. Now, just one more.

In Winnipeg Zhuang had avoided Hoyama,
here he has to play him. At 17-all in the 1 st. it's

anybody's game. David serves, Hoyama winds up
a return and the ball goes in. Then Hugo scores
with one of his hurtling backhands. And now the

shot of the tie: Zhuang swats one hard in, but

Hoyama, what the hell, lashes out at it. as they
say, blindly, and it rockets back past an astonished

David ... in. Hugo, without changing expression.
throws his hands up - just one of those things, a

miracle, he seems unaffectedly to say.
Down 1 -0 and 4-1 in the 2nd. David has

Hugo back lobbing, but misses the putaway.
However. he's still in the game - catches the

Brazilian on a fast down-the-line serve and pulls
to 6-4. Then. on losing two more points, lets
loose with some verbal explosives. From 11-
all, David makes some bad serve returns. Then

ties it up at 15-all. But again some really weak
serve returns by David makes the end-game dif-
ference in this match - especially when Hoyama
has the confidence and 19-16-up point-room to
forehand sock in two of David's serves. Brazil

2 - U.S. 2.

In the lst against Monteiro, whom he'd lost
to twice in Winnipeg despite being 150 posi-

"...we first have to rise to

some greatness before the
most discriminating in our

audience much cares whether

we fail and fall."

tion places ahead on the ITTF Ranking List,
Sweeris. making errors, loses six straight early
points in a row and can't get them back. Delve
deep to some inner strength, Todd. or the Team's
a goner. But he's just not playing well - has
dug himself a 12-7 deep-down hole. Time Out.

I don't know what Coach Danny told him, but
when Todd rallies from 13-7 down to 13-10,

the Brazilian Coach calls Monteiro over for a

conference. It doesn't help - and with Thiego
making mistakes it's 14-all. But then Todd

whiffs, pops up a serve return. and is behind

17-14....When he misses a point-winning fore-
hand. and pushes a ball to the top of the net that
.just won't go over, he's down 19-16.

But Thiego has trouble finishing, and

Todd's adrenalin rush gives him the ad. Then.
as Fate would have it. a net ball. but still one up
there to smack, throws Todd's timing off and

he misses the game winner. Discouraging. But

he shows heart - plays a great next point. is
forced back, returns a ball from the barriers, only
to go ad down. And then really down. All of us

down. For getting a high one to his backhand,
Todd swings, makes good contact, but the ball

doesn't go in. Frustrated. he wants to let sail his

racket ... anywhere. But, controlling himself, he

flips it into a barrier separating the tables.

And now what a gulf separates us from any

respectable showing at these Championships.
Still, it's not a disgraceful loss - Hoyama is one
of the top 100 players in the world, and Monteiro

just seems to have the whammy over Sweeris.
likes to hit his ball. Also. the plain truth is. the
U.S. is just not that strong a team, at least at
this tournament.

Had we beaten Brazil, we would have

played Israel, for the Israelis had advanced with-
out incident against Saudi Arabia. Or almost

without incident - certainly nothing like in 1997

when. in a tournament in Kuala Lumpur. "hun-
dreds of Muslims protested against an Israeli

cricket team." Since Malaysia has no diplomatic

ties with Israel, the Government's opposition

Muslim Party (PAS) protested to the Foreign
Ministry the Israeli table tennis team's presence.
But it was nothing more than a paper protest.

for an Israeli player said, "It's great to be here.

We don't feel afraid. We're being well-treated."
Brazil will go on in the next round to lose,

3-2. to Israel - with Israel eventually posting its
"best-ever performance" at a World's, jumping
from #41 to #25. The Israeli #139 will trounce

Hoyama 8 and 17, and Israel's #204 and #246
will, per the Ranking book. down World #357
Monteiro in straight games. "I think we could
take Israel," said Coach Danny. But that was
probably wishful thinking. For Greece (#16,
#64, and #151) barely beat Israel in a 3rd-game
fifth match, and Greece finished tied for 13th.

The U.S., meanwhile, will themselves now

play the Saudis (World #62 after Manchester),
and will win. 3-0, though Barney Reed, playing
his first match, will lose a 19 game. So, at least
we won't finish 40th. Moreover, Keith Alban,

also playing his first match, beat World #529,
2-zip, and so needed, I'd heard. only one more
win over a world-ranked player to himself get a
world ranking - which of course was one of our
objectives. Go, Keith.

Against Finland (World #29), Keith. rather
than a dejected Barney ("I'm 21-years-old. If I
don't get experience now, I won't get it"), teams
up with Sweeris and Owens. Since there's little
difference between the best we can do (33rd) and

the worst (36th), there's no overriding reason to

play Zhuang. Besides, with the Rochester Olym-
pic Trials coming up, he may already have left for

China, via Taipei, where his wife Joannie and he
will celebrate little Zoe's birthday.

Finland, with their three top players all
better than World #200, wants to give their 4th,
Mika Rasanen (World #325), experience, so he
comes out for the #2 match against Alban - the

most favorable pairing for Keith. But, though
showing grit in staying alive with a 2nd-game
19 win, Keith can't much contest the 3rd. And

since neither Eric nor Todd (down 9-1 in the

3rd) give him any help, he doesn't get to play
another match this tie.

Will we finish 35th or 36th? Does anybody
care? Sweet-is has quickly gone off to Japan for

three weeks of training, so we're left to play the
last tie with the remains of the Team. Which at

least gives Keith a second (or third?) chance to
make his mark. and ours: and Barney a bit more

limited play. It really was disappointing to the
two of them that. unluckily, our initial round

robin was so depleted.
Luxembourg (World #31) - that was the

last team we lost three straight to. Alban. first
off, drew the veteran Daniel Wintersdorf (about

World #250), and lost two straight. Since Barney
and Eric weren't exactly brimming with confi-
dence or enthusiasm, they too lost, in 3, and so
Keith never got a chance at Sandro Caenaro

(roughly World #350). I must say, though. that
Eric's -27.19, -16 match against Jerome Raison.
another World #250 player and a remarkable
Waldner mimic. particularly with his serve
stance and motion, was an interesting final to

this last day's three-act play - which. no, I

wouldn't call a tragedy.
Tragedies are not easy to come by. Fatal flaws

are, But - sympathize if you can with those who
weep for China - we first have to rise to some great-
ness before the most discriminating in our audience
much cares whether we fail and fall.
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MARYLAND TABLE TEN IS CENTER *

2000 Summer Training Camps

18761-Q Frederick Rd., Gaithersburg, MD 20879 • 301-519-8580 (ph)
www.erols.com/ttworld/mdtte.html

All Ages, All Levels Welcome !
Fully Air Conditioned!
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CMENG ¥*MUA
• 1996-97,1999 U.S. Men's Champion • June 28-July 2
• U.S. #1 world-ranked player ' July 12-16• Former Head Coach for the

Szechuan Province of China

• Former Chinese National Team Member . July 26-30

• 1985 & 93 U.S. Open Champion • August 9-13
• USATT's Coach of the Year, 1996
• Full-time coach

JACK HUANG

• U.S. Senior Men's Singles Champion IA 3*En!42#gld
• Former Head Coach for the ,F UBLE TEIVNIS

Guangxi Province of China 1 €(01/dier
• Former Chinese National Team Member

• 2569 rated

• U.S. #l player in 1990

• USATT's Developmental
Coach of the Year, 1997

• Full-time coach
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Name Phone

Address
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10:00 am - 1:00 pm

3:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Fee:

• $220

• Minimum deposit: $50
• Make checks out to MDTTC

• Enter Early.1 Only first 20
players are guaranteed spots!

Housing:

• Econo Lodge, 301-963-3840,
1/3 mile away
18715 N. Frederick

Gaithersburg, MD 20879
• Free HBO, ESPN, CNN, coffee

• Mention "Table Tennis"

for best rate

ers won 
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Camp(s) applying for (circle): June 28-July 2 July 12-16 July 26-30 Aug. 9-13
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MEN'S SWAYTHLING CUP DRAMATICS

Abridged verson;
By Tim Boggan

full version is at www.usatt. org

ook coolly. wondrously at .,s
Kuala Lumpurhs much *47
hyped twin towers. ac *Illl:I#
nowledge their Olympian

sky-stature. but then -

bravo! - bring on the action! Which,
as all the table tennis world knows by ·t 3419

now, has to be the climactic. tumultu- ¥
ous China-Sweden Men's Team final. M...-
won by Sweden, 3-2. As. deja vu, the
'89 veterans were upstaging their fa-

vored Chinese counterparts, calm was
the Stadium's most unheard word. Un-

til finally. at play's stunning end. silence
and sadness struck thousands. while out

there on the red carpet. on taking their

entangled bow then rising to hoist up
pandemonium,the Swedes danced hap-

pily, ringing hands and voices together
like pure-hearted children.

But of course, even back when the tourna-

ment began. when the 24 top-ranked men's teams.
divided into 6-team ABCD groups, began play-

ing their life-and-death round-robin matches,
calm was hardly the operative word. Certainly

not. as well see shortly. for France, the '97
Manchester World's Swaythling Cup runner-up.
Contending for this year's Championship crown
(the format would be the same for the women)
are the three teams that survived from each of

the four ABCD groups, plus 4 qualifying lesser-
ranked teams from GrollpS E through T These

16 would then engage in single-elimination

"knockout" ties to produce a winner (and, in a
mind-boggling maze of a format, could also con-
ceivably see some of its losers go on to contest
for 28th place!).

In Group A. China as expected, romped
through without the loss of a match, dropped. in
fact, only one game - vis-a-vis Kong Linghui to

Belgian Jean-Michel Saive. Saive, the '98 U. S.
Open Champ, led Belgium to a (3-1) 2nd-place

finish over 3rd-place Austria. For, after prevail-

ing 29-27 in a deciding game against Ding Yi,
"Jean Mi" Conce World #1, now World #14) beat

'99 Eindhoven World's Men's Singles semifinal-

ist Werner Schlager (World #7). According to

Belgian Men's Coach. Wong Da Yong. his Team,

feeling they had no chance to win, decided only
at the last minute to come to Kuala Lumpur when
the ITIF urged them to be good sports. Does such

an admission translate into "When there's a split
Championship it doesn't pay for even a Top Eight
Team to play in the (how prestigious?)

Swaythling Cup"? Because, to put it bluntly,

"China' s expertise is killing the Game"?
Fourth-place finisher, once powerful Yugo-

slavia. almost didn't come to Kuala Lumpur ei-

then The Yugoslav Minister of Sport had to be per-

suaded to support the Team. "Dule" Osmanagic,
President of the Yugoslav TTA. was telling me that

his people back home were used to winners - in

basketball, handball, and volleyball. So, when one
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of their stalwarts, the mercurial Aleksandar

Karakasevic, son of former, much-admired Yugo

International Milivoj. was "acting up" and wouldn't
be coming here, he knew the Team would suffer
for it. And, sure enough, they're beaten in a hard-
fought 3-1 tie with Austria (when in the 4th match,

against Ding U, Ilija Lupulesku, up 13-4 in the
3rd. loses 1 1 straight).

Last in this A group was Canada, who.

though dropping all five ties, and then later a sixth
to Slovenia. did manage to share 2 1 st place by

winning just once - against Indonesia. Originally
ranked #25 from the Manchester World's, Canada

caught a break when the Romanian Men's Team,

short of funds. had to pull out, elevating the Ca-

nadians into the Top 24. Thus this year they ad-
vanced their World Team position by losing 6
out of 7 ties!

In Group B. France's first opponent was
Chinese Taipei (deceptively World #23 from three
years ago). 1993 World Champion Jean-Philippe
Gatien opened against Chang Yuan Su. runner-

up in our '99 U.S. Open. Down 20-14 in the lst,

Gatien gets to 18, then manages to sock in one of
those cramped-looking forehands he's so com-

fortable taking to bring it to 19. Only then. ohh,

he misses a perfectly easy put away. In the 2nd.

Gatien's up 18-17, but Chang serves and vi-

ciously follows. Then serves again, and, after a
backhand jab into lefty Gatien's backhand cor-

ner, smacks in another devastating forehand.

Down 19-18, France calls Time Out. When play
resumes. Chang serves and misses his follow.
After a succession of errors, the Frenchman

scores on his own serve and follow. then ties up
the match with a controlling counter.

In the 3rd. Gatien's down 10-5, then up 14-
13 before serving off. A backhand goes in, but
(what's he thinking of?) a slow topspin return of

serve can't be effective, and when he push returns
the next one long, he's behind 18-16. He's still fo-

cused though, and his absolutely perfect drop-re-
turn of serve catches Chang. forces a Taipei Time

Out. After which Gatien has one more side-step-
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.wl, ping forehand in him to deuce it up. Then jl
 he topspins two off to lose what, at this Z

I point, his Team can't realize is going to ;.
 be a very decisive deuce-in-the-third 
*p·«ak match.
4*I Against Patrick Chila (World n
4 1. 41 #20). current U.S. Open Champ Chiang 
 Peng-Lung, forced into the 3rd, gets off 
4*1*33 to a rocketing 10-2 start - and France, g

f behind 2-0, is not where Swaythling g
1- Cup finalists want to be.

Damien Eloi (World #18) will be-

gin to pull them out? Up 1-0 and 8-3 in

 the 2nd against the Taipei 3rd, Chuan
 Chi-yuan (World #44).the tempera-
i mental Eloi is more velvety than vola-
I tile. But then, give him the chance to

 explode a balllong by several feet, and
he's apt to throw up his hands and look

in astonishment at his teammates, as if to say,
"Did you see that? Amazing - it missed!" Then

he's apt to miss a few more. Luckily for him.
from 16-all Chuan makes two horrible serve re-

turns, and from 18-all errs twice again. So Eloi
has two match points. Impatient would you call

him? Fidgety? Perhaps. But for all his nervous
energy, he can't make a winning connection, and
finally loses the game 25-23.

On into the 3rd...where the Frenchman's

serve returns are not always what they should
be. In the end-game. Chuan catches him flat-

footed with a backhand jab counter. And then

after Eloi has Chuan apparently out of the point,
the Chinese makes a miraculous lob, and when

Damien swats it off, Chila on the French bench

bends over and puts hands to head - his man is
match point down. Now Eloi serves up not one

but two precarious lets. But then Chuan swings
and misses - deuce. Two fearless 3rd-ball attacks

score for Damien, but each time he'd got them
in he'd been ad-point down. Behind 24-23,he

ends it all by missing a high ball. Chinese Taipei

3-France 0. French Captain Patrick Birocheau is

publicly philosophical, reminds the media that
at the '97 World's France survived two begin-

ning round-robin losses.

Russia, too, went down in three straight

matches - to the Netherlands. The big swing here

was lefty spinner Trinko Keen's 23-21 in the 3rd

victory over Dimitrij Mazunov, one of the few

players on court to wear glasses.
The Nether]ands then dealt Chinese Taipei

a blow when both World #31 Keen and World

#35 Danny Heister came back from 1 st-game

defeats to outlast Chiang Peng-Lung, and Heister

spun out a straight-game win over Chang Yuan-
Su (now a much improved World #53 since he

knocked out the U.S.'s highest-rated player, Fan

Yiyong, in the semi's of our Open last July - this

when Chang was still World #126).
France would return to get the better of the

Netherlands, 3-1 (though Gatien lost to Heister -

coning up 26-24 short in another nightmare game).
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The media took to calling this B Group the
"Group of Death." And, as if Gatien wasn't sick
enough with his close and costly losses. he was
stricken with food poisoning. and didn't even play
against Sweden (France lost 3-0) or Russia
(France won 3-0).

Counting their easy win over the Slovak Re-

public. France had a 3-2 record. Trouble was, pre-

suming all the rest of the ties went as expected -
with Sweden coming 1st in the group by knocking
off both Chinese Taipei and the Netherlands -
France's play-off record would be 3-2 (3-4), the

Netherlands' 3-2 (4-4), and Chinese Taipei's 3-2
(4-3).Which would make France odd-team out.

Sweden did beat Chinese Taipei, but not
without a struggle. World #19 Peter Karlsson lost
to Chang in 3. Jan-Ove Waldner won twice. 2-0,

tantalizing Chuang and Chiang with 19 games.

And Jorgen Persson dropped a deuce game to
24-year-old Chiang (who'd catapulted up the
Rankings in the last two years from #57 to #6.

largely, he said, because of experience gained
from his league play in France).

Undefeated Sweden had much more of a

struggle with the Netherlands - though even if
they'd lost, they would still have finished #1 in the

group. Persson was promptly beaten, 2-0, by Keen,
Then when Heister wrested away from Waldner a
24-22 2nd-game and drubbed him in the 3rd. Swe-

den was down 2-0, and the Netherlands had a good

chance to move into a 2nd-place finish.
After Fredrik Hakansson (World #43) rou-

tinely disposed of World #140 Chen Sung, a Chi-

nese expatriate long based in Holland, Persson

and Heister mixed it up in a glorious match. From
down 20-18 in the 1st. the Swede deuces it with

a serve and rified-in backhand follow. The ads

come and go as topspin attacks from both men
continue. Heister never plays a passive return,

never attempts to just get the ball back. Even if
it's hurtling by him, he lashes out in a long-arm
attempted counter. He wins the ist, 25-23....And

is then up 12-6 in the 2nd. But Persson quickly
rebounds to 13-all....At 19-all, they play one of

the great points of the tournament - prolonged
top and sidespin exchanges that curl round the
spectators an ambiance of anticipatory delight.

All rise to applaud Persson...who takes this game
and the next. Sweden 2-Netherlands 2.

Against Keen. Waldner, down 19-16 in the

1st, seems lost - he's just been passive, has re-
treated from the table. Oh, oh, the Swede has the

serve and may well be given impetus by the Dutch
coach's Time Out strategy. Reverse psychology.

you might call it - for, after returning to play
from 19-18 up, Keen can't stop Waldner from

scoring on a serve and follow. Then - gulp - the
Dutchman pops up a return. Then watches help-
lessly as the Swede counters in a winner. Five in

a row. Waldner looks to his bench. pulls up on
an imaginary lever, and the Netherlands will
tumble down to the 3-2 level.

Since Chinese Taipei lost to both the Neth-

erlands and Sweden, and their Coach, Lin Chung

Hsiung, was telling the media how 'disap-
pointed" he was with his players. France, now
the presumed #4 in the group, still had hopes

that they might back into contention, If the S]o-
vak Republic could defeat Chinese-Taipei, the

Slovaks, having beaten Russia. would be 2-3, as
would the Taipei Team, and France, having got-

ten the better of the Nether- IOLAC,lu
lands with whom they 
shared a 3-2 record, would, 
in the new tie-breaker, jump 
to 2nd. But the Slovaks i.*p.*-li..:'r:L
couldn't win any close game 
and fell 3-1.Then. since the 0¥#99.6>44·99%91

*4**/mul#4**5' :
Slovak Republic would ?90'4 104*i©42**
quickly lose their last tie to ifff,4<b„,,4„*,4
the Netherlands, France had 4%41'Li'wovepANN

22%:li:**
only one last hope. Russia,  .9. · .972 4
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whohadn'twon atie,would >4*
Surprisingly, espe- 

cially since Russia didn't Wi/14'll../
field Mazunov, there turned u'llim:hil//Fliwil"Il
out to be a good chance of 
this. For if Coach Lin had 
complained before that his

Team wasn't living "up to expectations." what
must he be thinking as they almost choked away

their advancement. First off, Chuang and Alexei
Smirnov are 24-ali in the 3rd, which luckily for

Taipei Chuang wins. But then when Chang in
the #3 spot downs Fedor Kuzmin (World #238),
what's Taipei's problem? This: Chiang (World

#6) - how is it possible? - loses to Sergei
Andrianov (World #121) and then. presumably
because he's lacking in confidence. to World #81
Smirnov. 19-in-the-3rd. (Of course it's not al-

ways easy to see where Chiang's head is. Scan-

dalously, he just hadn't tried in his televised Pro

Tour Grand Final semi's against Kong Linghui
in Sydney only a month before.) However, un-

fortunately for former #2 France. in the 3rd ganie
of the 5th match, Taipei's Chuang comes through
against Andrianov.

In the C group. 6th-place Hungary. 20 years
ago the World Champions. could win only one

match. And the Belarus team (5th). despite the
firepower of World #1 Vladimir Samsonov, could
win only one tie - Italy's Valentino Piacentini

(World #145) beat them with a 3-game 5th-match
upset over chopper Evgueni Chtchetinine (World
#66); and the Greeks beat them, 3-1, when

Kalinikos Kreanga took out Samsonov in 3 iii
the 4th match.

The Czechs meanwhile were in great shape.
They'd opened with a 3-2 win over Greece. for,
with Petr Korbel (World #32). Richard Vyborny

(World #82) and Miroslav Bindac (World #90)

each contributing to a complete Team effort.

Kreanga's two wins went for naught.
Then, with Bindac taking out South Korean

newcomer Ryu Seung Min. and '96 Olympic semi-

finalist Korbel beating up on both Oh Sang Eun
(World #49) and Kim Taek Soo (World #12), the
Czechs remained undefeated. Korbel served every-
thing short, and returned every serve short, then

spun the ball. When repeatedly Kim couldn't get
in that necessary first big loop, our Todd Sweeris

could say, "The Koreans didn't look like Koreans."
Belarus tried, but failed to stop the Czech

advance. Chtchetinine beat Bindac, but

Samsonov 15, -19, -18 couldn't put away Korbel.

Korea overpowered stubborn Italy 3-1, and
blanked both Greece and (when Sanisonov, pei--
haps needing recovery time, didn't play) Belarus.

Greece still had a chance to stay in conten-
tion, but they had to defeat Italy - for then they' d
come 3rd in a tie-breaker, and Italy would tumble

I *91040:*,&:4.-AYiaKikiFT;4:423eu:.»9.- 4*r Wt-··: 
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to 4th. Whereas if Italy won, they might be first.
Amazing. then. the importance of a single match
in a tie. Mondello wins the 1 st from Ntaniel

Tsiokas (World #64). then in the 2nd. though it's

the Romanian-turned-Greek who's just missed
two hangers, it's Mondello who can't see - he's
lost a contact lens in his eye? With the score 15-
all lie quite independently strides over to his
bench and enlists the help of his coach. Who
cares? The adjustment made, he goes on to lose
this game. and then the match.

So now two winners from Kreanga will as-
sure Greece's advancement to the last 16. And

when the perennial Italian Champ Piacentini. in

frustration over losing the deciding game 21-19,
fiips his ractiet into the net. Kreanga's gotten by
him. But then with so much at stake, Min Yang
upsets Kreanga in the 4th match (winning shak-

ily the last game at 19 from 20-14 up). Still, it's
looking good for Greece, for in the deciding 5th

match against Piacentini, Ioannis Vlotinos
(Men's Consolation runner-up at Eindhoven) is
up 1-0 and 15-10 in the 2nd. But he can't win
that game. In the 3rd, Vlotinos is up 15-13, then

collapses. loses seven straight....And Greece, #6
in Manchester, fails to advance.

Italy is now assured of 3rd, even if they lose
this last tie 3-0 to the undefeated Czechs. But,

surprise, 4-time Italian Champ Mondello beats
Korbel 2-zip, Min Yang ekes out a big swing
match over Josef Plachy deuce in the 3rd. and.

facing Yborny, Piacentini comes through with
another clutch 3rd-game win. Which means that

Italy. 4-1 (4-3) is lst, Korea, 4-1 (4-4) is 2nd,
and the previously undefeated Czechs, 4-1 (3-4)
3rd. Italy is thus in the enviable position of not
having to meet China or Sweden until the semi's.

In Group D, England couldnt win a tie.
Which suggests that the EITA needs more Elite
Player allotment from the Government, but will

receive less? Slovenia - profiting from World
#115 Robert Smrekar's upset of World #36 Matt
Syed - could only beat England.

World #21 Denmark opened by threatening
World #4 Germany. Allen Bentsson (World #55)
beat Peter Franz (World #40). So had the Danes

taken a 2-0 lead - Martin Monrad (World #80)

almost made it happen. forced many-time Ger-

man Champ Joi-g Rosskopf (World #21) to deuce

in the 3rd - the trumpets might later have rung at
Elsinore. Against World #5 Japan, Denmark con-
tinued its pesky play. After Bentsson scored over
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Japanese Champion Hiroshi Shibutani, both
Michael Maze ('99 European Youth Champion)
and Finn Tugwell (World #155) forced their op-
ponents into the 3rd. Then it took Koji Matsushita
a 23-21 2nd game to finish off the feisty Bentsson.
But, with one last tie to play. the Danes, 2-2,
weren't out of it.

Poland, meanwhile, was being even more
troublesome to the favorites than Denmark. When

Shibutani - I'd heard he too had suffered food

poisoning - lost two 19 games to husky Marcin
Kusinski (World #114), it seemed a Polish corri-

dor to the sea of advancement had opened, for
World #29 Lucjan Blaszczyk (you pronounce it

-Iconveniently say "Blackie"), having powered
through World #36 Toshio Tasaki, could be con-

sidered a favorite against Matsushita. Cagey Koji,
World #26, was of course one of our Sport's re-

maining defensive stars, and very enjoyable to

watch, but Blaszczyk, I was told, usually played

well against chop. Only at this appropriate time,
he didn't. When World #79 Tomasz

Krzeszewski's 18 in the 3rd effort against Tasaki
fell short, Japan escaped with a 3-2 win.

Against Germany, Blaszczyk, answering the
bell with a knockout of Franz, returned to back-

hand-blacken former European Top 12 Junior
Champion Timo Boll's eyes by running out the

game from 18-16 down in the 3rd. But with
Torben Wosik having been up 1 -0 and 14-2 on

Krzeszewski, and Boil up 1-0 and 15-5 on
Kusinski, you'd guess that the Poles weren't go-

ing to contest that 5th match, and you'd be right
- Franz was too much for Kusinski. But Poland,

2-2, still had a chance to advance.

And in their final tie versus Denmark, down

2-0, Poland, rallying triumphantly, did advance.
In attempting to secure a choice semi's spot,

undefeated Japan came from 2-1 down to down
undefeated Germany in 5. Wosik had allowed the
Germans to take their short-lived lead by beating

37-year-old, World #25 Seiko Iseki....Who? Wei-
the one who was called "Walter" when he came to

the Westfield, N.J. Club years ago. Huh? You re-
member, Wei Qingguang - he and Chen Longcan
won the Men's Doubles at the World's, then the

Olympics. Yeah, even Japan has a has-been Chi-
nese Swaythling Cupper now. Like his new

name?...Certainly Japan liked how Iseki's team-
mates Matsushita and Tasaki doubled to down Boil

and Franz for the envied positional win.

In the Single Elimination Draw, the four sur-
viving E through T teams - Israel, India, Indo-
nesia, and Hong Kong were matched up, respec-
tively, with the four 3rd-place finishing teams

from Groups ABCD - Poland, Austria, Nether-

lands, and Czech Republic. All four of these E

through T interlopers were quickly 3-0 booted
back out of the Top 16- only to find themselves
with other losers from somewhere else trying to

avoid 25th place, or, who knows, on the contrary,

trying to be 25th, because that team would be
the new B-category Champion and would be

given an award. Israel (World #25) could win

for losing, while England (World #26) proved
an apparently worthy runner-up.

Those four 3rd-place finishing teams from
Groups ABCD, all still contenders, now had to

play the 2nd-place finishing teams to see who
would join the four 1st-place teams that had
moved directly from round robin play into the

quarter's. ...............ae»*

Poland fought well, *
but lost 3-0 to Korea.

Against Chinese 
Taipei, Schlager, described I
as possibly "the best player ./.-=i=:Ill
in the world from half dis- 
tance," -17,9,14 convinc- * . 7244%%
ingly went the full distance
with Chuang. But he'dhave Jorgen Pei
to take two if Austria were

to have any chance of win- m. *44%%:t':I:
ning. Ready now to play an 39§42*5¢U*44-4
amateur, is he? That's what

Chiang Peng-Lung, ITTF

Website Player of the Month

(Sept., '99), says he is - i

though of course in '99 in 
addition to his league play in

France, he participated in 11
out of 12 ITTF Pro Tour

events (with all monies no

doubt donated to charity?).
Such nonsense. World #7 is

beaten by Taipei's World #6
- a rank amateur.

The Program listed five male players from

Belgium - but veterans Andras Podpinka (World

#68) and Thierry Cabrera (World #102) didn't
play a single tie. Unranked Martin Bratanov

(post-KL ranking World #132) joined the Saive
brothers. and against the Netherlands understand-

ably lost to Keen and Heister. But Philippe Saive
(World #52) took care of Chen. And Jean-

Mi...well, he rallied to beat Keen, but lost to

Heister, 27-25 in the 3rd. So, sports. it's back to

Belgium with a joint 9th.
Germany's 3-2 win over the Czechs was a

shared triumph - but only because it was against
the rules for Korbel to win three matches.

The China (3)-Korea (0) quarter's, played

on a Thursday afternoon at 4:00 p.m., draws a
block of maybe 25 China supporters dressed in
white shirts with red lettering and waving red
flags. When Ma Lin, China's runner-up in the

Men's Singles at Eindhoven, takes the first point
from Kim Taek Soo, '98 Asian Games Cham-

pion, a huge roar goes up. Ditto for the 2nd.
"CHIN-a!" And 3rd. "CHIN-a!" In this battle of

attacking penholders, Ma, repeatedly pumping a

fist as he spins round and shouts self-encourag-
ing yells at his bench, wins the 1 st. In the 2nd,
Kim's connecting with some wind-up, beautifully

angled forehands that sweep him into a 9-4 lead.

But then he's 14-12 down...17-15 up. At 17-all
there's a Chinese drum roll...followed by errors

on Ma's part that even the match.

The end-game 3rd is close - it's hard to be-
lieve in their match at Eindhoven Ma had won

so easily. At 1 7-all there's some incredible,
crowd-erupting, up, up-from-the-floor. sidespin-

curling counter play - won by the Korean. From
18-all, Kim gets to match-point 20-18 with two
fierce forehands. "When you look at Kim Taek

Soo play," I hear someone say, "you think, 'Who
could possibly beat him? CHIN-a! CHIN-a!"

Kim misses - 20-19...Ma risks it: serves and,

lightning flash, thunders one in - deuce. Kim
serves - Ma whacks it in. Ma serves - Kim

pushes a return and Ma cross-court smacks that
one in too. A fantastic finish. "CHIN-a! CHIN-
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a! CHIN-a!" Next day, Kim is asked by a new
arrival what happened. "I was up 20-18 in the

3rd" he said. Then he smiles, cocks a finger to

his head and pulls the trigger.
The first match of the Japan-Chinese Taipei

quarter's finds Tasaki, crouching tensely. crack-
ing forehands, jabbing counters, and, from a
squat, again and again smoothly sweeping
through his road-runner penholder backhand.

Win to Chiang, though - from 1 8-all in the 3rd.

Chuang, who'd lost only to Waldner and
Schlager, how'd he do? Was 7,12 annihilated by

Chinese expatriate Iseki. In the stands above, a
small band of Japanese enthusiastically applaud.

Now Chang vs. Matsushita. In the 3rd. from
17-all. the agile Japanese moved to 20-17 match
point. And then served long, off! "CHIN-a!" Did
I hear right? Was this pro-Taipei spectator urg-

ing unification, or looking ahead to the semi's

and a fight between the two? But though Chang
responded. deuced it, he eventually lost 23-21

after Koji in one graceful motion went from chop-

ping a ball to fluidly stepping into position to
sock in a winner.

Next up for Taipei. Chiang. And even he
would admit that he was practicing to be a mod-
ern-day professional. What a big sound his racket
had, what a lot of glue. He beat Iseki two straight.

Japan 2 - Chinese Taipei 2.

Tasaki was pure motion on court. How he
hurried to pick up the ball, return to the table,

and serve - the distracting movement of his hands
a vital part of that serve. He and Chuang ex-
changed fast and furious topspins on into the 3rd.
No, that wasn't a lob, it was Chuang's spinning

racket - he'd just served off to end the match.

Tasaki, pleased with the win, bowed formally to

the balcony above. Japan would be in its first
semi's since 1985.

In the Italy-Netherlands quarter's, Chen did
his part in beating Piacentini. But Keen lost to

37-year-old "Yango" Min in 3. And Heister.
three-times Netherlands Player of the Year,

couldn't win a close one. First he dropped a 23-

21 closing game to Mondello. At deuce, the Ital-
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ian stops to tie his shoe, then. ad up. out of posi-
tion but not having to worry about tripping on a
shoestring, he hurtles back tableward and even
as his opponent misses keeps runnning past the
table and, screaming with joy, jumps the barri-
ers. Then, in a match that is sure to prompt criti-
cism from some Dutch uncle somewhere, Heister

lost to Min, 24-22, and 21-19. "Yango" had

waited six years to play for Italy. But today was
worth it - his adopted homeland advanced to its
first semi's ever.

The Sweden-Germany quarter's was won by
Sweden. 3-0. Timo Boll, still in his teens, had

climbed the German table tennis ladder to adjust
the National Team picture that hung in the Hall of
his hopes. He'd risen from being European Cadet
Champion to European Junior Champion to Ger-
man Men's Champion- But he couldn't stop 34-
year-old Waldner's 19-in-the-3rd rally. "Waldi" had
spun in a low-arcing ball to go up 20-18, had then
erred. but on the next point had forced a balloon
return from Boll, and, on seeing it was going to
miss the table, had remained motionless - as if later

in the picture-show of his mind's eye he'd enjoy

replaying that crucial frame.

Nor could Rosskopf win the important 22-
20 1st-game from Persson - though leading 19-
14. At 19-all, Rosskopf short-stroked in a cross-
court backhand blast, but then lost the ad with a

wildly desperate forehand. Next came a serve and
a whiff. Then, after hitting a fusillade of fore-
hands, all of which Persson lobbed back, Rossi

simply missed.
Hence. woe to Wosik who without psychic

momentum could do little against Karlsson, run-
ner-up to Samsonov in the European Masters two
nionths ago.

And now, the China-Japan semi's. A Chi-
nese drummer-boy, face dabbed in red paint,
wearing a Chinese-tlag hat, doubles as a cheer-

leader cueing a tier of ("CHIN-a! CHIN-a!") spo-
radically-roaring spectators overlooking the court
below. There are some Japanese supporters,

greatly outnumbered but bravely waving flags
of their own - orange sun-circles on a white back-

ground. When at the end of the 2nd game against
Liu Guoliang, Tasaki ties up the match with an
exceptional counter, and the World Champion
then starts the 3rd by serving off. you might think

he's intimidated?....Rhythmic claps echo spaced
drumbeats. "Time" pleads Tasaki - and, down
13-5 in the 3rd. his "Out" is a given. Liu, 21-11.

The Chinese begin singing (a martial hymn?) -
as from an overhead choir.

Against Chinese-Taipei, Matsushita, retrieving
like a professional tumbler, had been great fun to
watch. Now he was just Kong Linghui's 12,9 foil.

Fifteen years ago, Iseki, alias Wei, was the
Chinese National Champion. Today, facing the '99
Pro-Tour Grand Final Champion, Liu Guozheng,
he's down 14-4 in the 1st, 12-4 in the 2nd.

The Sweden-Italy semi's figured to be over
with rather quickly too. Against Persson,
Mondello got all of 9 the lst game. But in the
mid-game 2nd, the Italian takes on the role of
swashbucklen In response to a deftly dropped
ball, he swings tableward as on a rope and, flash-
ing by, backhands in a reposte that has the here-
tofore lethargic Friday afternoon spectators shak-
ing off drowsiness for derring-do. A moment
later. the Swede drops again, and in comes
Mondello, this time bounding like a gymnast bent
on doing a handspring, to return the ball and again
end up in the barriers behind Persson, who this
time has only to pitty-pat back a safe return. Sup-
plying the crowd's craving for color and feeding
off it himself. Mondello wins the 2nd at 15.

At 6-all in the 3rd, the dashing Italian
stretches, and, somersaulting. successfully re-
trieves. Fantastic! Such energy. He's really put-
ting out, but can he keep it up? Then another
long. rousing rally - and this time he ends up
outstretched on court, flat on his back, Persson

drops again, Mondello's in to get it, then back
out lobbing, winning the point. Persson pummels
one - miraculously Mondello's racket is there to

snap-return it. He looks at his bench as if to say,
"Ever seen anything like it?" But Persson catches
him at 18-all. "Go, Mondello. go!" I don't want
the moment spoiled...for him or for me. Then,
who would have thought it? Persson makes three
horrendous errors. Italy 1 - Sweden 0,

What! Waldner loses the first to Min Yang.
Don't worry - the next two Min will get only 14.
Karlsson. to the accompaniment of a lone yodel,
is at 18-all in the 1 st with Piacentini? Don't worry
- the Italian's game but he won't win one.
"Waldi's" down in the 1st to Mondello? Don't

worry - he's just won 1-2-3-4-5-6-7 in a row.
Sweden 3 - Italy 1.

And now the tie everyone's waited for- the
China-Sweden final. People are pouring in -
eventually there will be 8-10,000 of them - and
the partisan blocks have already secured their

vantage points. There in one corner of the Sta-
dium are the prominent 5-star red flags and
draped banners. In another across the way sit
huddled a small but very vocal band of Swedes,
some with painted faces, and most clothed in
yellow. Periodically they practice their thunder-
claps and chants - Vikings undaunted by the
dearth of drink in this Muslim country. In the
roped-off VIP section sit such Chinese luminar-
ies as Xu Yinsheng. Li Fu-rong, Zhang Xielin,
and Lu Yuansheng. When Cai Zhenhua comes

into view walking toward the Dawei sponsor's
cameramen stationed behind the row of barriers

nearest the table, he's of course greeted as the
celebrity he is. He smiles and waves - seems to
glisten under the bright lights.

All, finally, is in readiness for the opening
match between Waldner and Liu Guoliang. This
is the Year of the (Golden) Dragon, Liu's sign,
and one Feng Shui Master has offered the strong
advice, "Do not let others upset your plans."
Though headlines in a local paper warn, "Chi-
nese fear threat of Waldner," the fact is that
Waldner has never beaten Liu.

And, down 20-14, in the 1 st, he certainly
doesn't look like he's going to beat him now. Not,
that is, until he wins 5 in a row, and China calls

Time! When play resumes, Waldner serves - and
Liu socks in a winner. Cai had told the media

earlier that the Asians play "a more thinking
game" than the Europeans. Was this an example
of cool, controlled strategy? Or was it a kind of

almost desperate gamble - a choke?
Think this abrupt stop to his rally didn't smart,

was a pyschological bummer for Waldner? Maybe
yes, maybe no. But up 20-6 in the 2nd, he has Liu
out of position and though the Chinese manages a
counter, Waldner casually chop/blocks the ball back
out of Liu's reach, moving imperiously round the
table even as he follows through.

In the 3rd, Waldner the more noticeably is
serving repeatedly into Liu's backhand (but al-
ways, since he'd aced Liu in the 2nd game, with
the threat of serving fast down the line). Liu is
not playing well, and this is reflected in the stands
above - in. for example. Li Fu-rong's distress at
what he regards as this or that mistake. But no
sooner is the Swede up 13-9 than he falters. Liu,
down 13-12, whiffs away a point and spins with
a look of anguish toward his bench...which in a

few moments receives a yellow card. ("Cool it!"
Cai might have said, for he's later to tell the media
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that Liu had not only made too many mistakes. he'd allin the lst, Liu has Persson playing badminton to 15-all. Then - watch the endless replay of their
been too "temperamental.") About this time returns and seemingly out of the point. but the strokes, their sleight-of-hand serves, can you tell
Waldner has his own way of calming himself. In- Swede finds a way to get back in, and, as the on-6, what goes on in the hearts and heads of these
stead of picking up the loose ball and proceeding lookers gasp, low-flying backhands and forehands Asuperstars? - Liu loses 5 in a row. So Persson,
to play. he kicks it a couple of times. However, bank the net in aerial combat. Up 9-6, Perssont ' '* after pushing two serve returns into the net. is
from 17-all, Waldner is down match point. serves into the net. Surprised? Even the best do it. ready for thehclimacteric. Dragon, beware!

But then, though twice not in a comfortable China. down 13-1(), says "Time!" The Coach's Mid-point in the 3rd. Liu takes an 11-7 lead

position, he contorts and stretches his body to message is to focus on the moment - it's time. Liu ("CHIN-a! CHIN-a!). but can't hold it...16-all.
score winners. Down 20-19, Liu has a ball com- comes back, ticks off points fast as the passing The tensions great, but the points aren't. Liu par-

ing off the net to hit, but misses. A jab-block seconds - is up 17-14...20-15. That's a 10-2 run ticularly falters: serves into the net...drops a re-

fire-spurting down-the-forehand-line gives Liu that gives him some needed end-game roomto 21- turn into the -That'sit ! The thinkable unthink-
the ad again, but then he whiffs the Swede's serve. 1 8 ace Persson with a flip-return of serve. a able has happened! After 7 years the Chinese
And now there are no more ads in this match for The flag-waving Chinese are delirious at the have been dethroned as Swaythling Cup Chain-

the current World and Olympic Champion. turnaround. But the Swedish yellow-jackets pions! Persson has collapsed - lies on the rust-
Wheras Waldner, winner of the $3,000 award as haven't given up - surely their chants and claps red floor like an overturned bug, madly kicking
Men's MVR has one more affirmation from afi- can stimulate and sting. The whole scene couldn't his legs up as if in some surreal Kafkaesque

cionados everywhere that he is indeed "the great- be better dramatized for the high-up TV cam- world. He can hardly believe what's happened -
est come-from-behind" player in the world. eras viewing not only the clash of the Titan teams; as it, topsy turvey, there's been some inversion

Waldner, head-high. strides purposefully off but the participating spectators, themselves war- ofthenatural order. His teammates charge wildly
court - but not to his bench to be congratulated. ring with makeshift words and weapons. You,i° at him - as if he were a helpless creature and

Where's he going?...Over to the red-vested flag for drumrolls, please. You, by all meank,1 they about to feast on him. Which, entwining
camermen who' ve been fronting him. He's about make a racket. themselves about him. they in a sense do. They
to hit one? He looks like he wants to - presum- At mid-game in the 2nd, Liu down 10-6, break, re-form,join hands. Become again as little
ably because they hadn't honored his earlier re-

quest to stop their flashes, or at least their too

intrusive, distracting shots. He mugs them with
his facial features, then stops, squats, and, slowly
raising up, thrusts up a hardened fist. Having
settled that score, he then waves to the Swedes

above, and retires from the court area to relax

and recharge himself.
In the 1st game of the 2nd match, from 10-

all. Persson pulls away from Kong and wins it at
17. The exuberant Swedes above are keeping vig-

orous time to their chanting refrains by insistently
clapping - each hanging his open palm with a blue-
colored, bare-faced wooden racket. Play contin-
ues with Persson off to an 8-3 lead. But, down 14-

9, Kong moves to 15-14 up. From 16-all, the Swede
plays aggressively - earns four well-deserved
points. Then makes two errors. Then loses an ex-

citingly-long topspin exchange. Then socks in
Kong's serve. Sweden 2 - China 0.

"It's all over!" That's what more than one

stunned observer was saying as the China cheer-

ing section is uncharacteristically quiet. Did they
expect that other Liu - Liu Guozheng - to suc-
cumb to Karlsson? Surely not - not after they'd
seen that 1st game 11-2...21-6 drubbing the Swede

took. Rest your reddened hands, your dry throats,
stout Vikings. See Waldner hurry off to the prac-
tice table? There's likely a match ortwo to go....2nd
game: 21-16, Liu. Sweden 2 -China 1.

In the 1 st Kong seems to be heeding the

Golden advice given to the Rabbit-born: "Do not
be discouraged as efforts will not be wasted." Some,
though not all, of the Dawei photographers have

been moved to the side, but one again apparently

disturbed Waldner as, having rallied from 12-5 to
12-9 down, he stepped around his backhand - and
he lost the next 12 points in a row ! In the 2nd, as

Kong made it 13-6. I noticed one cameraman
openly applauding. When Kong won this game at
17, maybe it was all over. For Waldner over Kong
would seem to have been a much better prospect
than Persson over Liu, since at Eindhoven Waldner

had beaten Kong in a tough 5-game match and Liu
had 7,10,15 eviscerated Persson.

Want that side of the table, Jorgen? Ok It
keeps you away from the intrusive photographers
when you most can't stand to look at them? At 6-

misses, smiles. He finds it ironic he's not

ing well? He misserves. and when he los,

15-9 point he smiles again. These smiles
he's scared? Or mask what?...Grim deter

tion, perhaps - for, winning 6 in a row. he

7£6,0 460
MEN'S TEAMS

Final: Sweden d. China, 3-2

Jan-Ove Waldner (SWE) d. Liu Guoliar
Jorgen Persson (SWE) d. Kong Linghuj
Liu Guozheng (CHN) d. Peter Karlssoi
Kong Linghui (CHN) d. Jan-Ove Waldl
Jorgen Persson (SWE) d. Iiu Guoliang

WOMEN'S TEAMS

Final: China d. Chinese Taipei 3-1
Li Ju (CHN) d. Tsui Hsiu-Li (I'PE), 10.

Wang Nan (CH® d. Chenling PE),
Xuling (Il?E) d. Zhang Yining (CHN)
Wang Nan (CHN) d. Tsui Hsiu-Li (IP]

Final Standings
MEN: 1. Sweden; 2. China; 3. Japan and It
Poland, Austtia, Belgium and Czech Republic
Slovenia, Russia and Hungary; 21. Hong Kot
Indonesia and India; 29. Nonvay; 30. Brazil
Luxembourg; 36. United States; 37. Turkey:
Ukraine; 43. Thailand; 44. Bulgaria; 45. Aus
Argentina; 51. Est:onia; 52. Sri Lanka; 53. Swit
57. New Zealand; 58. Iceland; 59. Portugal;
64.Nepal; 65. Kazakhstan; 66. Philippines; 67.
71. Lebanon; 72. Mauritius; 73. Mongolia; 74

WOMEN: 1. China; 2. Taiwan; 3. South K

Singapore; 9. North Korea, Sweden, Russia
Croatia; 17. Canada; 18. Yugoslavia; 19. Hol
tralia; 24. Ukraine; 25. France; 26. Luxembc
31. Austria; 32. New Zealand; 33. United Si

Greece; 39. Portugal; 40. Turkmenistan; 41
Venezuela; 46. Brazil; 47. Wales; 48. Finland

Sri Lanka; 54. Lebanon; 55. Ireland; 56. Ban

Africa; 61. Switzerland; 62. Mongolia; 63. J

play-, ,Children -reintegrate, dance ina circle of unity
es the }*A childish consummation? Not on your life - for
mean-'J given their world, their very demanding careers
mina- wouldn't we

' pulls moment, lik

66+,u

ig (CHN), -19, 7, 21
i (Ci-IN), 17,19
n (SWE), 6,16

ier (SWE), 9, 17
(CHN), -18, 17, 18

:-kip

,11

7,11

,19,18

4 8,19

aly; 5. South Korea, TE
; 13. Yugoslavia, Franc,
ig, Canada, Spain and f

; 31. Croatia; 32. Singa
, 38. Wales; 39. Egypt;
tralia; 46. Latvia; 47. h
zerland; 54. Scotland; 5

60. Puerto Rico; 61. C

Bangladesh; 68. Camb,
I. Cyprus; 75. Seychelle

orea and Romania; 5.

and Hungary; 13.Bela
land; 20. Indonesia: 21

,urg; 27. England; 28. Belgium; 29. Malaysia; 30. Bulgaria;
tates; 34. Thailand; 35. Israel; 36. Spain; 37. Viemam; 38.
. Poland; 42. Kazakhstan; 43. Slovenia; 44. Moldova; 45.

[; 49. Denmark; 50. Macau; 51. Macedonia; 52. Egypt; 53.
gladesh; 57. India; 58. Estonia; 59. Uzbekistan; 60. South
ordan: 64. Palau: 65. Mauritius: 66. Cambodia.

: all, as a reward, and if only for a

z to feel such joy?  

64- R-de

Men's Semifinals

China d. Japan, 3-0
Sweden d. Italy, 3-1

Men's Quarterfinals

China d. Korea Republic, 3-0
Sweden d. Germany, 3-0

Japan d. Chinese Taipei, 3-2
Italy d. Netherlands, 3-1

Women's Semifinals

China d. Korea Republic, 3-1

Chinese Taipei d. Romania, 3-2
Women's Quarterfinals

China d. Hong Kong, 3-0
Chinese Taipei d. Germany, 3-1

Romania d. Singapore, 3-1
Korea Republic d. Japan, 3-1

dwan and Holland; 8. Germany; 9
, Greece and Denmark; 17. Belarus,

Slovakia; 25. Israel; 26. England; 27.
pore; 33. Finland; 34. Vietnam; 35.
40. Saudi Arabia; 41. Nigeria; 42.
·eland; 48. Jordan; 49. Malaysia; 50.

6. Mexico; 56. Bosnia-Herzegovina;
)atar; 62. Macaw, 63. South Africa;
idia; 69. Macedonia; 70. Uzbekistan;
s; 76. Brunei.

Hong Kong, Japan, Germany and
rus; 14. Lithuania; 15. Slovakia; 16.
. Czech Reoublic: 22. Italv: 23.Aus-
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JUST ANOTHER WOMEN'S CORBILLON CUP WIN

By Tim Boggan

 he Kuala Lumpur World's marks a quarter-century in #*Mi,
which the Women's Team of 
the Chinese Motherland has 
built up an image of herself El

in the psychic netherworld of her help- ,/1*
less opponents - she is, more than ever 
in this prosperity-minded Year of the C
Golden Dragon, the ruthless Dragon t·: 1-o-
Lady. No offense intended - she ap- F€21 i
pears to be an innocent, is somewhere 
between a just turned 18 and a just 
turned 24, is hardly a lady: also, she's /
quiet, and when she does speak she's I
not looking for a confidante, but WIhipl
doesn't want to irritate anyone either, /ji

so what she says is always innocuous. ....Inme
Yet how she can play the Game! Can --IM

even, when the occasion calls for it,

not play - and not play with the best of
them. Of course she won't mask the fact that

she wants to win: she's human - she calculates.

she feels. But to win with such discipline, such
control - that's what intrigues one. Twelve
Corbillon Cup titles out of the last 13 1 Only once.
in the Year 1991, might a South Korea Team
have gotten her Goat.

But though the shadow-side of this power-
ful figure hovers over all. what are those who are
drawn to her to do? Compete or not compete? Be-
cause, as we all know, no one ever beat a Dragon
Lady at her own Game....

Take Chinese-Taipei, for example. They were
in China's A group round-robin. met the Lady that
first night. But they knew better than to even tn,
to win against her. Forget playing China expatri-
ates Chen Jing (World #3) or Xu Jing (World #38).
Both were over 30, wise beyond their years -
they'd been there. done that. knew the score. Of
course Chinese-Taipei couldn't publicly be walked
over, so - what could they do? - they put up their
3rd. Tsui Hsiu-Li (World #114). who lost to Li Ju

(World #2), 14 and 10. They put up their 4th, Pan
Li-Chun (World #262), who lost to Sun Jin (World

#4) 8 and 13- oops. sorry. Sun had a 1 st-game
eclipse. went into hiding. lost it at 19. And they
put up their 5th. Lu Yun-Feng (an unranked 16-
year-old), who lost to World Champion Wang
Nan, 9 and 6.

China advanced, 5-0,1st. And 2nd was...?

Chinese-Taipei, playing of course Chen Jing and
Xu Jing (as they would against every opponent
but China), over #3 qualifier, Sweden, 3-2. Chen,
Gold Medalist at the Seoul Olympics 12 years ago
when she played for China, won her two handily.
But Asa Svensson (World #59) beat Tsui, and '94

European Champion Marie Svensson (no relation
to Asa) got by Xu. Swedish U-13, U-15, U- 17,
and now U-20 Champion, Linda Nordenberg,
coached at Norrkoppings by J-O's brother, Kjell-
Ake Waldner. bravely resisted against Xu but sue-
cumbed in the 3rd.

Belarus, 2-3, came 4th - with easy wins over
the Dutch (5th) and Lithuania (6th).

In Group B, against the strong Romanian
team. France got off to a hopeful start when de-

' 4 * 'f
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fender Agnes LeLannic (World #131) held off
highly favored Otilia Badescu (World #29). But
then, though World #32 Anne Boileau, after 8
years with the French at the 1nstitut National
Spottif Education Physique (INSEP), could be
voluble - "TIME!" she screamed on going down
13-9 in the 3rd against World #28 Mihaela Steff-
she couldn't be victorious. It would seem Anne-

Sophie Gourin (World #150) had the edge over
Romania's Ana Gogorita (World #183), for though

10 years ago Gogorita was European Cadet Cham-
pion and two years later the European Junior Top
12 Champion, she never really fulfilled her prom-

ise. perhaps because playing in Germany made
her feel doubly an 6'outsider." But this afternoon
Gogorita won with ease. Romania 2 - France 1.

Boileau came back from her loss to Steff to

beat 29-year-old Badescu, World semifinalist in '93.
Down 1 -0 and 20-14. Badescu brought it all the way
up to 19-then served and saw Boileau smack in a
winning return. 'Do 1 care?" the Romanian seemed
to say - no way was Steff going to lose the 5th to
LeLannic. Romania 3 - France 2.

North Korea had as its only returnee from its

runner-up team at the '97 Manchester World's
Kim Hyon Hui (World #14). But the only good
thing about this tie for 3-lloser France is Boileau's

3-game win over Tu Jong Sil (World #68). Last
fall Tu won the Pyongyang Invitational from a
quarterfinal field that included 7 North Koreans
and 1 Chinese.

The French also lost. 3-2, to the Russians -

though Boileau's two-wing topspin improvement
and the confidence she got from being runner-up
in last year's English Open enabled her, as ex-
pected, to beat both Svetlana Ganina (World #118)
and Galina Melnik (World #67). France, then, fin-

ished 4th, blanking both Canada (5th) and Bel-
gium (6th).

Since earlier Russia had feistily contested her
tie with Romania, why in the world against North
Korea did they sit out their two best players? The
Russian give up - they'd settle for 3rd - was the
more surprising because they'd had to have known
of North Korea's struggle with Canada earlier that
same day. Li Geng, China's '85 World Singles run-

32'%:%.:I ner-up, but for many years now the Ca-
90 *h nadian #1. had eked out a 24-22 in the

8* 3rd win over Kim Hyang Mi, then lost a
.3 429 24-22 game and subsequently the match
. 0
?*% to Kim Hyon Hui. But World #163
32 Wang Wenxiao ("Xiao-Xiao") had

forced Tu to a deuce game. And. if the
scores I saw were indeed official,

LVELQ Canada's Team 2008's promising jun-
97/ iyet«0

 ior Marie-Christine Roussy must have
 played the match of her young life in

40*3 ·
IY losing to Kim Hyon Hui 19 in the 3rd.

Since both North Korea and Roma

I .i:f¢ nia were undefeated the winner of their
03t tie had quite an incentive - they wouldn't
j?* i meet China in the Single Elimination play

$.A' 1 to follow until at least the semi's. Steff
**41 opens by dropping one game to Tu but
,*<fl not two. But when Badescu. continuing

to struggle. loses 19 in the 3rd to Kim
Hyon Hui. the maybe 25-strong -rainbow-colored !
- pocket of North Korean supporters. mostly tlag-
waving women, cheer and chant. Romania 1 - North
Korea 1.

These Koreans have a power shortage at
home. but here Kim Yun Mi brightens their Team's
outlook with a 9.14 rout of Gorgorita. One more
match - and North Korea may again be runner-up
to China.

Against Kim Hyon Hui, also a shakehands
lefty, Steffis down 20-18 in the lst, deuces it, then
has three straight ads. but can't get the clincher. At
24-all. she mishits, then the Korean serves and fol-

lows with a winner. Kim. who squeals over her suc-
cessful shots, is one of those players who "stalls"

before serving. hoping to take advantage of a tense
situation. But perhaps it's she who's the more ner-
vous when Steff, catching the ball quickly off the
bounce. rallies to deuce it. then win it, in the 3rd.

Romania 2 - North Korea 2

Which leaves Badescu. no longer disappoint-
ing, to say, "Sorry - lights out!" to the Koreans.
Hey, she ccin play - she just won the Czech Open
in Dec.

In the C Group, thanks to Silvija Erdelji, who
won all five of her matches against the Croatians
(6th), Italians (5th) and Slovaks (4th), and thus

after her Corbillon Cup play jumped from World
#98 to World #72. the Yugoslavs managed to ad-
vance as #3. Later, however (to the consternation

ofjoumalists trying to find their way through the
maze of seemingly never-ending, who's playing
who matches), Yugoslavia finished in a tie for 17th
place. behind Croatia and the Slovak Republic,
eventual 13th place finishers, both of whom they'd
beaten in the round robin !

Before meeting Japan, Germany had lost only
one match -'96 European Champ Nicole Struse's
opener to Slovakia's Eva Odorova, not their Na-
tional Champion, but runner-up to Valentina
Popova. who 20 years ago was World #7. and who
I continue to root for since she'll be 40 this year
and her favorite writer is Chekhov.

Japan's aging star, Chire Koyama, alias
China's 1987 World Women's Singles Champion
He Zhili, where was she? She'd just played in the

Te
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Pro Tour Grand Final in Sydney a month ago -
lost in 5 there to World #2 Li Ju. He, or, rather,

she had expatriated to Japan. Why? Because, so
the story goes, China, angered when she didn't
dump a match at the '87 World's as she'd been
asked to, wouldn't allow her to play in the '88
Olympics. So she married a Japanese and from
1992 through 1997 became their National Cham-
pion. She wasn't in Kuala Lumpur because she

was upset - on and off the court? Taking her place
was another aging Chinese expatriate, Haneyoshi
Junko. alias Li Jun, formerly World #8.

On the very first day of play Japan looked as
though they'd be beaten - by Croatia. For after

Tamara Boros (World # 10) had avenged her 24-
22 in the 5th loss at Eindhoven to Rinko Sakata

(World #43), Andrea Bakula (World #185) had
upset Junko, 23 and 17, to give Croatia a 2-0 lead.
But Japan came back to win, primarily because
Junko's gutsy defense 21, 14 stopped a fuvored

Boros sweep.
Against Germany, Junko made sure she

wouldn't be unranked for long. This June she'd
be 33 - what had she been doing for the last 10

years? Nothing that had softened her will to win,
for in a stinging start-off match that she finished
with a series of make or break forehands, she

outlasted World #15 Jie Schopp, 24-22 in the 3rd.
Then in a 3-game follow-up she downed World
#6 Qianhong Gotsch. Since the German defend-
ers had little difficulty with World #25 An

Konishi's predictable topspin, the pivotal match
of the tie was World #29 Nicole Struse's win over

World #51 Ai Sakata, Rinko's younger sister.

In Group D, going into the last day of play,
only England was out of it. And yet, after losing

8 ties and winning but 3 games, the English
women finished half a dozen places ahead of
the U.S. women, undefeated except for their loss

to Austria. Such is the Group D vs. Group E
positional advantage for losers in this question-
able format.

Though Chinese expatriate Ni Xia Lian, eun

rent European Champion and 3-time Europe Top
12 twiddler, decisively won two matches, her Lux-
embourg team (5th) could not beat Ukraine (4th).

Against Hungary, Hong Kong's China-born,
18-year-old Song Ah Sim (World #61) played con-
tested, though losing, matches with veterans
Krisztina Toth (World #26) and chunky Csilla

Batorfi (World #24). Kwok Fong Fong (World
#81), who had the highest high-toss serve I've ever
seen, did in Zita Molnar (World #108). But 19-

year-old Wong Ching (World #46), who got by
Toth, dropped two deuce swing games to Batorfi.
Hungary 3 - Hong Kong 2.

Another key tie for Hong Kong was Ukraine.
They couldn't lose to them. Elena Kovtun (World
# 84), with her stagey strokes - as if she wants to
make sure even the audience in the farthest reaches

of the Stadium knows she's chopping - cut down
both Kwok and Lau Sui Fei (World #70). But her

two wins weren't enough.
So, facing undefeated South Korea, who'd

downed Hungary 3-0, Hong Kong, having lost to
Hungary, will probably come 3rd with a 3-2
record. To create a 3-way play-off and profit from
it, they would either have to blank the Koreans to
win the Group, or merely beat them to come 2nd.

Hong Kong's Song, after losing the lst game
at 19 to Kim Moo Kyo (World #42), recovers to 19,
18 win the match. Then - another teenage thrust -

shakehands chopper Wong takes the lst at 19 from
World #8 Ryu Ji Hye. "Enough!" the whole Korean
bench must cry. And Ryu 11,12 responds, rights
herself. Hong Kong 1-South Korea 1.

But with Kwok now upsetting Eindhoven
eighthfinalist Suk Eun Mi (World #27), all Hong
Kong is rooting for a 2nd-place finish. Of course
Ryu's not gonna lose to Song. But in the 5th match
of the tie, in the 1 st against Kim, Wong can do no
wrong, wins 21-9. Hold your breath - there might
be an adventure in the making....Alright, let it out,

Kim didn't come close to capitulating.

Hong Kong has one last chance for 2nd,
while Luxembourg, too, has chances. If Hungary
loses to Luxembourg, there'll be a 3-way tie-

breaker for 2nd. For Luxembourg to advance all
the way to 2nd, they need to win 3-0. To come
3rd. they need to win 3-1. In either case, Hun-
gary, now in 2nd place, would drop to 4th and no

longer be in contention for the title.
Naturally Hungary's practically conceded

two of the first four matches to Ni Xia Lian

(Batorfi willlose a meaningless 4th match to her,
4 and 3). It's the 3rd match that counts, and so

Hungary is playing their #2 Toth against
Luxembourg's #2 - a mismatch that Peggy
Reggenwetter (World #165) makes interesting by
getting to 19 the last game. Molnar then returns to
complete the Hungarians' 3-2 win by downing
Benedicte Meyer (World #325).

Coming together now in Single Elimination
"Knockout" ties to produce a Champion are the

12 advancing teams from Groups ABCD plus the
4 qualifying Group E through T teams - Indone-
sia (who beat U.S. conqueror Austria 3-2), Czech
Republic, Singapore, and Australia.

However, though only 16 teams remain,
don't think you're going to see a conventional
draw sheet, far from it. First, just four teams will
drop out of contention - for the 4 qualifiers will

play those teams that finished 3rd in the ABCD

groups. Losing 3-0 will be the Czechs to Hong
Kong and the Indonesians to Sweden. Losing 3-1
will be the Yugoslavs to Singapore. Losing 3-2
will be the Aussies to Russia.

Although Yugoslav National Champion
Gordana Plavsic (World #160), -11, 20, 17 rallies
to down the Singapore #3 Tan Paey Fern (World
#123), her teammate Erdelji, whom the Yugos
have to depend on to win two, loses 19 in the 3rd
to both 18-year-old Li Jia Wei, the just crowned
Commonwealth Champion, and 31-year-old Jing
Jun Hong, the 19-in-the-5th runner-up.

Australia depends on Miao Miao (World #105

Li Ju

but after KL World #78), a Chinese who emigrated
to Australia from Poland, and who lost to our Tawny
Banh in the Consolation's at Eindhoven. But though
she comes through - upsets both Palina and Melnik
- neither Shirley nor Stella Zhou (no relation) can
add the vital win the Aussies need. Australia's

Coach, former Chinese National Coach Miao Cang
Sheng, says that what Australia or any other coun-
try needs is "closed centralised training the whole
year round with strictly no relationships and any
other outside interference." Who's gonna be first to
tty this in the U.S.?

The four losing teams (only Singapore has
survived from the Group E-T qualifiers) will now

disappear from title-contention to surface else-
where - with the intriguing proviso that the more
ties they, and the other teams they're involved
with, lose, the more chance they have of getting
an Award -Bl for 25th place (France to receive
La Palme du Martyre), 82 for 26th (Bravo, Lux-
embourg).

The four teams that have just won (including

Singapore) will now play those teams that finished
2nd in the ABCD groups. In the top half of the Draw,
upstart Hong Kong, winning 7 out of 9 games,
tumbled last year's runner-up Korea DPR into a fin-
ishing 9th-12th tie and moved themselves into the

quarter's - all for a Song, you might say, giving up
but that one match to Kim Hyon Hui. Sweden, mean-
while, was no competition for Japan.

In the bottom half of the Draw, Russia's fast-

hands Melnik, who used to have a bawl after some

of her matches, inwardly danced with delight on

upsetting Chinese-Taipei's Xu Jing and Chen Jing
- wins that helped her to move from World #67 to
World #49. But, as her comrades more tripped than
tripped the light fantastic, Russia fell to Chinese
Taipei, 3-2. Against Singapore, Hungary's 3rd,
Molnar, survived a gritty -19, 20, 14 match with
Tan to keep her team alive, but Toth, who'd ear-

lier won the deciding game at 19 over Jing,
couldn't work a repeat against Li. So Singapore,
World #30 at Manchester, advanced to the

quarter's.
In the top half of the Draw, in the China-

Hong Kong quarter's, Wang Nan is down 9-3 to
Song in the 1 st but continues picking up points,
enough to win in straight games, and so increases

the VIP ones she's also accumulating. Li Ju's do-
ing alright too. Last month, she won the Women's
World Cup. One can see why - for here, facing
Hong Kong's Wong, an Asian Games
quarterfinalist in '98, Lis up 1-0 and 10-0. Take
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Plenty of drama remains in the upcoming To get into the spirit of this final Champi-
' semi's. Take the China-South Korea tie. China has onship tie I sit with my friend Nisse Sandberg
i a very conspicuous cheerleader/drummer boy. His among a block of Chinese enthusiasts. Cheers

drum is red, his drumsticks are red, his drum-strap for the painted-up drummer boy and from the
is red, and he himself has red paint on his face. drummer boy - he's back at his beat, From time
He's ready to go - is urging various pockets of to time a large Chinese banner is raised behind
flag-waving followers to take up the challenge of me, brushing my neck. Little girls quite near me,
his drumbeats with appropriate bursts of shouts dressed in their Golden Year best, wave tiny flags

FLI and cheers ("CHIN-a!...CHIN-a!").First up-and furiously and chant "CHIN-a!...CHIN-a!" or
h 4414..9 -· - me , she has her flag-waving supporters too - is World zestfully blow on their paper horns, as if to roll
. 1407

#42 Kim Moo Kyo, 2nd-round loser at Eindhoven out curled-up dragons from their dens. They're
to Asa Svensson but who with her teammates had having a grand time.
prepared for this tournament by sparring with the As Li Ju (World #2) and Tsui Hsiu-Li (World
Korean Men's Team. If Kim can hit balls against #114) come out to play, I take up my red pen and
Kim Taek Soo, can't she hit them against Wang prepare for the worst. Tsui's middle seems highly
Nan? And 19, 19 beat her?...Uh, yes! vulnerable to Li Ju's slashing strokes. 1st game:

"CHIN-a!...CHIN-a!" Drummer boy, drum 21-10. As play continues, Tsui's very self-con-
up some action! Li Ju and Eindhoven semifinalist scious. She misses - slaps a hand to her

Cal/"#RI'l ./3 '<1*§.'

4- Ryu Ji Hae are in the 3rd. Up 16-15 after hip....Misses -puts her racket ontop ofher head.
misserving, Li gets in a good forehand and then 2nd game: 21-11. Advantage China.

pity? Oh, alright, but that's usually World #26 Ryu, uncomfortably stretching in over the net to Now Nan Wang (World #1) and China-ex-
Zhang Yining's assigned task. In earlier matches try for a putaway, misses to fall 19-15 behind. patriate Chen Jing (World #3) prepare to play. Both
she'd gone 19 with World #329; 23 and 19 with "CHIN-a!...CHIN-a!" Still aggressive, Ryu loops are lefty shakehands players, both nearly even in
World #240; and had brazenly lost a game to one in...then makes the mistake of topspinning the rankings. Coach Lu Yuansheng has told the
World #78. Here. down 6-1. getting off it might slow, and when Li counters for a winner the Ko- media that "Chen Jing is not the same player who
be presumed to a nervous start, she loses another rean is 20-17 match point down. But she serves lost to Deng Yaping in Atlanta four years ago. She
game to World #81 Kwok Fong Fong. Never mind and follows - 20-18. Then there's a long spinny, has improved more [of course at 19 she'd already
-Zhang's up 9-1 in the 2nd, 10-3 in the 3rd. China suspenseful exchange - which she also wins: 20- loyally won the '88 Olympics for China] and has
3 - Hong Kong 0. 19. "CHIN-a!...CHIN-a!" Now, though Ryu has beaten our top two players like Wang Nan and Li

The only match in the Japan-Korea quarter's the serve, she hasn't, as the point is played, the Ju in the ITTF Pro Tour circuit last year."
that seems much in doubt is the 1 st between Rinko control. Out of position and perhaps feeling she's Fireworks aplenty, you think? lst game: 21-
Sakata and Ryu Jie Hae. Sakata, who hadn't re- forcedto: take the chance,;she tries an all-out, on- 7. Chen hits the last balllong - maybe by six feet.
ceivedaWorld Rankinguntil two years ago when the-run ba'Ethand - which doesn't golfi. South As play continues. Chen is down 9-5. "Time!"
she was almost 25, has the momentum, for, hav- - Korea 1-China 1. p <.„,  , The minute will pass. The umpire calls or mo-
ing won the 2nd. she's off to a 5-1 start in the 3rd.,j* Earlier, China's Head Coach Cai Zhenhua tions to her - she has to continue. 2nd game: 21-
She steadily backhand pushes and chops Ryu's:**li'Utold the mediathat the Chineke Women's Team » 11.The kindergarten kids (and quite a few others)
topspin, threatening all the while to pick-hit in a -47have been taught how to get out of tight situa-·i, are 'CHIN-a!..,CHIN-a!" still having a grand time.
flashing forehand. Up 12-6, she has a great chance ,ftions and this is going to be our main weapon as 3.Such exuberance, such innocence! Perhaps we'll
for an upset. But then she starts making errors and *falways." As always? And is heeding to get out ofthee Chen come on court again in the 5th match -
seems to visibly slump. Still, Sakata has heart. * tight situations what we're seeing here? Or what tigthough this seems unlikely,
Down 18-17, she counters in a winner, and down , we were seeing? For now Zhang Yining wins the *« Now - oh, that's China's (World #26) Zhang
19-18 she scores again. But when her last two fore-% 1st from '96 U.S. Open Champion Lee Eun Sil at *Yining who's positioned #3. She's lost a lot of
hands miss, she won't get the chance to play World 0 12, then, up 16-15 in the 2nd, runs it out. Vibra- %ames - what are they playing her for? Why not
#50 Lee Eun Sil in the 5th whom she might have - tions abound in the Stadium. A thunderstorm is* {World #4) Sun Jin?
beaten. Hence, since Junko's primarily defensive tpassing. Zhang shakes hands with Lee without, Never mind - Zhang's holding her owngame can't stop the Korean attackers, Konish#0 looking at her, then comes back to her bench and Jagainst Xu ling. At least until about 16-all in the
win over Kim will be wasted. (And she'd bowed 9¢slaps high fives. This 2-1 lead-taking win, as rairi*: Ist when she makes two really embarrasingly bad

447 .

y

K

*444
49:Yr

to her teammates so nicely on winning too,)
In the bottom half of the Draw, in the Ger-

many-Chinese Taipei quarter's, defender Jie
Schopp takes down Xu Jing - but Tsui resound-
ingly turns round her match with veteran Olga
Nemes (World #37), and Chen Jing, winner offour
Pro Tour Opens last season including the Grand
Final, has so much firepower that, had mikes been
installed at the table, Qianhong Gotsch, winner
over Wang Nan at the '99 China Open, could have
shown to one and all - sworn to, in fact - her
command of the German idiom.

In the remaining quarter's, Romania ends
Singapore's singular advance. Against Li, Badescu
ekes out a huge, deuce in the 3rd win. Huge be-
cause Steff loses badly to '93 World eighthfinalist
Jing - like Li, a member of what used to be known
as "China's overseas corps," but which now has too
many divisions to be called that. 1n the crucial match
against Tan, the Singapore 3rd, Romania plays not
Gogorita but Antonela Manac, who'd seen action

in only one earlier match, Choosing Manac is manie?
Nope - she beats Tan two straight. And when Steff
-19,19,11 plays turnabout-now you're out with Li,
"The Saga of Little Singapore" or "How To Move
From 30th To 5th" has ended.

*leaks down on the Press seats, leaves Wang Nan .

*to mop up. Having recovered remarkably, she de-4
44*troys Ryu 12 and 10. As there's a mass exodus, a

man near me goes rEZ!1©¢8g, the small Ko-
UK · ';2* 3

In their semi s AWith thifiesel,Ihipei, Roma-

nia was back playing Gogorita in that key #3
match, but though she won the 1 st from Tsui she
couldn't win another. Steff's valiant play, how-
ever, looked to take us back 30 years to Munich,
the last time the Romanians had come second in

Corbillon Cup play. After opening with a win over
Xu, this promising 21-year-old followed with a
19,-11,21 squeaker against Chen, thus preserv-
ing Romania's chances. On then to the 5th and
last match. Seventeen years have passed since

Badescu won her 1 st European Cadet Champion-
ship. Likely that seemed a long time ago when
now she lost that tell-tale deuce game to Xu Jing.
Perhaps, though, the Taipei player figured to have
the stronger motivation. A local KL paper reported
that for reaching the final - something no Chi-
nese-Taipei Team had ever done before - each of
the players would receive $100,000 from the Na-
tional Olympic Council of Taiwan. And almost
double that if they could go on to upset China.

f'shots. Down 19-18, she misses long. But then
scores with a serve and follow. And before losing

the last point thrills the crowd with some great
lob-gets.

But what a start to the 2nd game - Zhang's
down 6-1...and may never catch up. Well, what
can you do? China can afford to lose a match -
and does.

But Wang had better win against Tsui. Her
$3000 MVP Award depends upon it. Not to men-
tion the Championship.

1st game: Wang, occasionally angling-off
backhands, wins 21-8. She "was born to play the

angles," Coach Lu has told the media,
The excitement has been too much for the kids.

Show's over for them - they're quite subdued.
2nd game: Nan's up 9-3...only that's not

enough of a lead for the World Champion. But
from 15-all Tsui makes errors - and that costs her.

As the last ball falls, the umpire, our Aly Salam,
says it hit the side. There are no objections - all
are satisfied with the 21-19 score. Game. match,
and Cup to China.

Away from the Stadium perhaps many will set
off firecrackers in celebration, and to try to ward
off any evil spirits that Dragon-like remain. .4
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In Memoriam

TIBOR (HOFFMAN) HAZI
(1912-2000)

2 Secretary of War's Office (Foster urged the
E Hazis to move to Washington), and also be-

£ cause they drew the attention of President
 Roosevelt's (1941-45) Vice President, Henry

By Tim Boggan, USATT Historian

Tibor Hazi. the Hungarian International
who became a U.S. Hall of Famer, was born

Feb. 9, 1912. His real name was Hoffman,

but as Hungarian society was anti-Semitic
(hence Braun became Barna, Klein became

Kelen), he used the name Hazi. This brought

him into "compliance with a Hungarian law
requiring Hungarian contenders in govern-

ment subsidized international sports to use

Hungarian names."

Hazi, who'd had contact with U.S. play-

ers at World Championships - he'd played

doubles with Jimmy McClure in 1935 at

Wembley - came to the United States in 1939.

He'd seen the handwriting on the Budapest
wall - for the Hungarian government had

forced him to go to Gdansk-cum-Danzig to

play at an S.S. club where of course Hitler's

picture hung threateningly over him. "Do you

eat pork?" asked his host. Even if it would

take an Act of Congress, the U.S. would just

have to become home and refuge for Tibor
and his wife (nee Gal), a former World

Women's Singles finalist, who pre-deceased
him in 1990.

At the 1936 Prague World's. in the semi's

of the Men's Doubles, Hazi and his partner. fel-

low Hungarian Ferenc Soos, were up 2-1 and

19-11 in the 4th ... only to lose to the eventual

winners, McClure and Bud Blattner. This was

a bitter blow to Tibor, for, aside from his 1933

Men's Consolation title, he was never to win a

World Singles or Doubles Championship

(though in 1934, partnered with Sandor Glancz

in the Doubles. he did get to the final).

In World Singles play, Hazi, who over

the years had a number of European titles to

his credit. was usually a contender. In 1932

he'd gotten to the quarter's, in Dec. of '33 to

the semi's. in '37 to the quarter's again, and
in '38 to the semi's again. He had a close-to-

the-table chop; a good block; a European el-

bow-up forehand that because of his unortho-

dox grip was struck from the backhand side

of the racket: and, on moving his thumb into

position, an excellent backhand flick.

Hungary didn't play in the '39 World's,

but on Mar. 15 of that year, just two days be-

fore the start of the U.S. Open, the 27-year-

old Hazi and his wife Magda, whom he'd

married two years earlier, arrived in the U.S.,

and promptly came out to Toledo to compete.

With his friend, Laszlo "Laci" Bellak, the '37

and '38 Men's titleholder, he won the

Doubles, but in the Singles final, red-faced,

he was beaten by McClure. Described as blue-

4 1 4
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eyed, stocky, "scholarly and ruddy," Tibor was

not particularly athletic. He had sedentary

pursuits - had studied accounting (reportedly

was a graduate of the University of Budapest)

and enjoyed playing chess. But neither Pa-

tience nor Humility were his strong points.
And, as he hated to lose, his exertions. his

emotions, often brought a flush to his face.

Though the Hazis' visa situation was pre-

carious, Tibor and Magda toured the country,

playing exhibitions and giving lessons, and

in 1940, at the Indianapolis U.S. Open. though

again neither won their respective Singles,

they did win the Mixed Doubles.

Perhaps the biggest win of their lives, how-
ever, occurred in the winter of 1940-41 when

the official USTTA magazine Topics reported

that ... "Through the efforts of Dr. Harold

Dudley, Secretary to Hon. James J. Davis. Sena-

tor from Pennsylvania, a I "private"] bill was

recently passed by Congress admitting Tibor and

Magda Gal Hazi as [U.S.] citizens."

Along the way to citizenship, Tibor re-

members he was once given a hard time. A

Texas Congressman apparently found it very
Un-American that Hazi had brothers who

were officers in the Hungarian Army. He be-

gan grilling Tibor with repulsive questions -

wanted to know. for example, "If the U.S.
asked you to serve and you fought the Hun-

garians, would you kill your brother?" Tibor's

response was blunt, "I'd be happy to serve

[and in World War II he did], but I wouldn't

kill my brother."

The Hazis were helped to become Ameri-

can citizens because Carl Zeisberg, former

USTTA President, introduced them to Wash-

ington, D.C. table tennis official, Lt. Col.

George Foster, who worked in the Assistant

 Wallace. Wallace had visited Hungary as a
 young man and had always enjoyed playing

E table tennis.
© When the Vice President found out that

 the Hazis had moved to Washington, he asked

Tibor to come for a visit. "Don't stay for more
than 15 minutes," he was advised. But he and

Wallace hit it off so well that Tibor stayed
two and a half hours. Afterwards Tibor saw

Wallace two or three times a week, occasion-

ally had dinner at his home. "The Vice
President's wife washed dishes," he said. "I

was amazed - 1 dried." Hazi and Wallace

played tennis together, and Wallace even came
to the Columbia Table Tennis Courts that

Tibor managed.

Hazi's heyday in the U.S. was in the early

'40's. From 1941 through 1944 he ranked in

the Top 4. He was runner-up in the U.S. Open

not only in '39 but in '43. and a semifinalist

in '41. For three straight years, from '42

through '44, he was a finalist in the presti-

gious Eastern Open opposite Lou Pagliaro,

winning once. and losing twice. In '43 (as well

as in '39) he won the U.S. Open Men's
Doubles with Bellak. He would also win in

'48 with Johnny Somael and in '54 with

Bernie Bukiet. In addition to winning the
Mixed Doubles in 1940, he also won in '43

with Mae Clouther and in '53 with Leah

Neuberger. In 1947 he became eligible for the

U.S. Open Senior's (then 35 and Over). And

for 9 of the next 10 years he was in the final,
and in 3 more in the '60's as well.

Tibor's wife Magda, who'd been born into

a banking family and was well-educated, retired

from table tennis after beating Mae Clouther in
a sensational 26-24-in-the-5th final in the '42

Eastern's. She was what her husband wanted in

a wife: "the cosmopolitan woman who knows

how to maintain her poise both in the home and

out in the world. Tibor himself, having turned

30, also sought a more balanced life - he be-

came an accountant for the Charles H. Tompkins

Co., builders, by day, and continued managing

his Columbia Courts by night.

Eventually, for him too, the lights on the
courts would be turned off. But meanwhile

we can recall that it was in Tibor's 30th year,

with a world-class career behind him, that he

became eligible for his first USTTA Men's

Ranking. That was for the '40-41 season, and

he was ranked U.S. #4. Remarkably, 20 years

later, for the '60-61 season, still fiercely com-

petitive, he was ranked U.S. #8.

How Tibor loved the Sport - how long

the light inside him shone. --r'V
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In Memoriam

BARRY RODGERS (1941-2000)
SML By Dan Seemiller

1 •/8-T-
Barry Rodgers from Pittsburgh passed

IRRW,NINil*Mi.$#Rialm#iNR* away early March from colon cancer that had
-=t?.1- f spreadto hisliver. Barry was agood friendto

 many who play table tennis.
Barry was one of the kindest and hon-

estpeople I've ever known. He was the Presi-
2 dent of the South Park Table Tennis Club for

i more than 15 years and he worked side by
: side with me as the co-director of the 10 Sun

 TV Opens that we ran together. He did an
t excellent job as the leader of the South Park
r Club. What I remember most about Barry is

- the time he would spend with new members
coming to the club for the first time. Barry
would make sure they were welcome and he'd

e always play 30 ormore minutes against them.
I.IMM""rf'll

-MIN,MI He would do this every week.
I also remember Barry having his tools

I= out fixing tables and putting together barri-
 ers with our friends Bob Doby, Gary Egri,

 Rick Seemiller. Sometimes when our Sun TV
 Opens were over nobody wanted to do the

grunt work but Barry'd be out there non-stop.
boxing barriers and cleaning up.

Barry was also Vice President of USAIT for five years, 1991-1995.
He worked hard on junior development and spent hundreds of hours volun-
teering for committees and putting in the work, Barry was a low-key guy,
never wanting to accept any credit, but believe me - he was an MVR

Bany was 59 years old and leaves behind his wife Hedi and son Brian.
The Pittsburgh table tennis community will miss him immensely. Person-
ally, Barry was one of my dearest friends and a better man would be hard to
find. Thank you Barry for making life and table tennis better for me. I'll
never forget you. .

In Memoriam

-YOSHIO FUSHIMI

(1906-1999)

By Tim Boggan, USATT Historian
Yoshio Fushimi, from Shizuoka, Ja-

pan, emigrated to Chicago to work at his
uncle's import firm, the Fuji Trading Co.,
in the fall of 1925 when he was 19 years
old.

By 1932, Fushimi, a penholder but
primarily a defensive player, was ranked
#8 by Parker Brothers' American Ping-
Pong Association. 1932 APPA National
Champion Coleman "Cokey" Clark so

11 4 1

enjoyed Yosh's showmanship that in his , *42 '
(1933) Modem Ping-Pong he pictures him '  '
"rushing towards the table like a mad bull to return a short shot just over the
net," only to crash "headlong into a ladder on the top of which perched a
referee" - whereupon as Yosh returned the ball and won the point, down
came "the ladder. referee. ice water and all." Fushimi was one of Clark's

most valued exhibition partners - for "color" he would sometimes wear a
native Japanese costume - and they played churches and schools. country
clubs, Big Ten basketball games, and night clubs together.

In June of 1933 Fushimi, irritated that he was being forced in APPA
tournaments to discard his favorite racket for a Parker Brothers model. met

with Bill Stewart to discuss the formation of the USTTA (Stewart would be
our Association's first President). Thereafter, urged on by a fervent appeal
from Fushimi, a key group of prestigious Midwest players seceded from the
Western PPA, and by the following summer all the leading players in the
country had joined the USTTA.

Since throughout the '30's Fushimi continued to be a felt presence in
Chicago table tennis, the Illinois TTA appointed him Captain of the 1941
Chicago Intercity Team, but after the Dec. 7 Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor

In Memoriam

LARRY GARLAND (1939.2000)
By John Curd

Larry Garland, age 61, collapsed af-
ter playing a match at the Buckeye Open
in Columbus, Ohio, on March 18. He was

taken to Ohio State University Trauma
Center, where efforts to revive him failed.

Lany, a successful Detroit area busi-
ness and family man, died playing the sport
he loved best. He won his last match.

He started playing "hardbat" in the
early 19508. As one of the top juniors in
Michigan, he played with Ed Brennan, Tom
Waters and Dan Robbins, to name a few.

The re-emergence of hardbat table tennis,
which Larry embraced. brought his antici-
pation and enthusiasm to new heights.

Larry competed iii the Senior Olympics in Florida last October, finish-
ing fourth in doubles. At the USA Nationals in Las Vegas in December, he
won Under 1400 Hardbat, the first time the event has ever been held. He

recently married, built a new house, and was ]0oking forward to retirement.
To his wife Lynn, sons Russ & Michael, daughter Lorrie grandchil-

dren Rebecca, Stephanie, Danielle, Kristin and Brandon. our thoughts and
prayers go out to you.

Table tennis will miss him. He was a real competitor but most of all he
was just a nice guy. .-3

In Memoriam

RALPH MUCHOW (1916?-2000)

By Tim Boggan, USATT Historian
Ralph Muchow begin playing serious table tennis as a teenager in

Evanston, IL and made meteoric progress. For the 1934-35 season he was
#23 in Illinois; for the 1935-36 season he'd won the Chicago Suburban
Championship and was #14 in the U.S. His highest National Ranking, #9,
came in the spring of 1937. In 1938 he was the U.S. Open Men's Doubles
finalist with Chicago's Al Nordhem - beaten only by the just crowned World
Doubles Champions Sol Schiffand Jimmy McClure. And in 1939 he reached
the semi's of the U.S. Open Mixed Doubles with South Bend's Betty Henry.

By 1940 he'd received his dental degree from Northwestern. and, after
serving in the Army during World War II, he went on to practice dentistry in
Elgin, IL for over 50 years.

His March 7 obituary in the Chicago Tribune. which our USATF Hall

of Fame founder Steve Isaacson sent me, said that Muchow had "a private,
not-for-profit museum of 3.400 working antique radios" - the largest col-
lection in the world - and that it was "featured in the February 1997 issue of
Smithsonian Magazine."

Ralph's brother Gordon, who survives him, was also a well-known
Chicago-area player who with our Hall of Famer Bill Holzrichter reached
the semi's of the Men's Doubles at the 1939 U.S. Open.

Our Association's sympathies to Ralph's wife, Carole, and family. t,

he immediate]y resigned. On the morning of Dec. 8. 1941 when he went to
open the Fuji Trading Co., six FBI agents were waiting for him. Of course
everybody who knew him came to his rescue. The owner of the building
where he lived said he and his family could continue living there rent free,
his family physician said he needn't worry about paying him until he got
another job, the Chicago Team members brought him a large sum of money
they'd collected from Chicago table tennis enthusiasts. even a Treasury De-
partment agent wanted to give him a letter of recommendation. Eventually
he was able to become a U.S. citizen.

When Bill Homyak began running his Duneland All-American tour-
naments in Michigan City, Indiana in the late 1970's, Fushimi was lured
back into table tennis to help him at the Control Desk and to umpire.

Some years ago - he appeared at major tournaments well into his 80's
- Yosh sent me two scrapbooks he'd kept in the 1930's and these were his-
torically very helpful to me. He was "a really nice guy." as those in the
1930's or, 50 years later, those in the 1 980's who knew him would testify to.
1 myself would like to emphasize to his daughter, Jackie Ostling. who sur-
vives him, my pleasure in knowing such a decent. honorable man. b
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TOP MEN

WA 2843 Fan, Yi Yong
MD 2729 Cheng, Yinghua
NJ 2696 Zhuang, David

CA 2686 Nguyen, Khoa Dinh
TX 2651 Owens, Eric

MD 2631 Sweeris, Todd

NY 2618 Musa, Atanda Ganiyu
TX 2558 Subonj, ViI<torian

MD 2552 Li, Sunny
NY 2549 Boggan, Eric
FL 2537 Alban, Keith

NY 2514 Shao, Yu

NY 2511 Fernandez, David

IN 2498 Seemiller, Daniel
CA 2488 Shodhan, Shashin

NY 2487 Ekun, Abass
FL 2481 Pace, Brian

GA 2473 Masters, Brian

CA 2458 Choptaeng, Chaiyaphoon
CA 2457 Gabriel, Freddie

NY 2438 Liu, Hui Yuan

GA 2436 Peng, Xin
TX 2434 Cohen, Randy H.
GA 2433 Reed, Barney J.
NY 2423 Leibovitz, Tahl

IL 2416 Shiu, Arturo Pang
GA 2410 Beebe, L J.

MI 2409 Jain, Ashoo

NJ 2404 Dattel, Barry

NJ 2399 Domingo, Rey A.

TII I
T T
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The USATT

National Ratings List

Paddle Palace Table Tennis Co.

For all your table tennis needs!

TOP WOMEN

MD 2653 Chang, Jun Gao

CA 2487 Huang, Yao Xi
MI 2473 Reed, Jasna

CA 2433 Banh, Tawny
NJ 2388 Yip, Lily
NY 2324 Sung, Virginia Wei-Ni
NJ 2306 Oben, Claudia

OR 2297 Yang, Simone
CA 2277 Do, Michelle

NY 2251 Wang, U Jun
CA 2232 Tyan, Anzhelika
PA 2211 Gee, Diana

TX 2172 Zheng, Pei Pe
CA 2127 Lee, Jacqueline
MD 2119 Shen, Jessica

MD 2118 Lee, Vivian

CT 2105 Laskova, Inna

MA 2104 Fong, Kyna
IL 2080 Simovic, Marijana Maya

OR 2073 Ping, Emily
CA 2044 Ganapathy, Kavitha

OR 2021 Ping, Whitney
MA 2015 Chang, Karen
MD 2013 Liu, Xiaoying
TX 2002 Roufeh, Mahin

NY 1980 Kaler, Natalie

KS 1949 Hill, Nancy
CA 1928 Seibel Allison

NY 1922 Schoenberg, Stacy
CA 1921 Livshin, Bella

TOURNAMENTS PROCESSED -

This list was compiled on 5/3/00 and

includes all tournaments played

through 3/12/00. Due to space limi-
tations, only current members who

have played in a tournament since
11/25/99 are included. This docu-

ment may not be reproduced without

prior written permission of USA Table

Tennis. Copyright 2000.

ORDERS TOLL-FREE: 1-800-547-5891

Phone: (503) 777-2266 Fax: (503) 777-4062

website: www.paddlepalace.com
e-mail: tt@paddlepalace.com

TOURNGMENTS INCLUDED IN RATINGS

All ratings-related questions should be
directed to Megan Kulenburg, USATT

Headquarters, One Olympic Plaza,
Colorado Springs, CO 80909. To find
out your rating, send a self-addressed,
stamped postcard with your name and
the date of your last tournament. You
may also contact us at 719-578-4583

or by e-mail at usatt3@iex.net.

1999 North American Teams

1999 Mi]lenium Madness Team

Atlanta Winter Open '
Bay State Giant RR

Maryland December Circuit

Portland Double RR Open

Sacramento Dec. Warm-Up Open

Senoda Open

Sports Fitness Player Series
Atlanta Winter Closed

1999 4th Annual USATT

Nationals Warm-Up

Friends of Ping Pong ':
Long Island December Open

Championships
M'ITC 99 Winter Singles

NJ'ITC December Open ,*fifit
USATr Nationals

Davison December Open

City of Atlanta Jr, League Part 1

Cleveland Winter Open 2000

Maryland January Circuit
STIC Jan 2000 ''%"

NJTI'C January Open

Lincoln Open -  Sooner State Games

USA Olym. Qualification Trials Sports Fitness Jan Series

2000 Royan Ozark Winter Classic Maryland February Circuit

Columbus Open RR STTC Feb 2000

Davison January Open South Bend Newmar Open

Maryland January Circuit Teams 2000 Augusta Jr. Champ.Open
Midtown Athletic Club 'ITT 2000 Michigan State Champ.

Schaumburg RR Open Florida One Day RR

MDTI'C February Open NJTTC February Open
Star of the North State Games Arizona Open

Golden Western States Open Davison Athletic Club Open

Orlando Winter Open Maryland Feb. Circuit Teams

Sac-Rec Winter Open RR Newark Macy Block Open

Schaumburg No Waiting Open

NH Millenium RR Open
Rochester Giant RR - 2000

Harlingen RR Open
STTC March 2000

Sports Fitness March Series

City of Atlanta Jr. League Part 2
2000 Kansas Late Winter Classic

Atlanta Giant RR

Maryland March Circuit

NJ'ITC March Open

2000 Millennium Madness Open
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OVER 30 MEN OVER 30 WOMEN UNDER 18 GIRLS UNDER 18 BOYS

WA 2843 Fan, Yi Yong MD 2653 Chang, Jun Gao CA 2277 Do, Michelle MD 2552 Li, Sunny Adle PQ/QrMD 2729 Cheng, Yinghua NJ 2388 Yip, Lily TX 2172 Zheng, Pei Pei FL 2537 Alban, Keith

NJ 2696 Zhuang, David OR 2297 Yang, Simone CA 2127 Lee, Jacqueline CA 2457 Gabriel, Freddie
CA 2686 Nguyen, Khoa Dinh NY 2251 Wang, U Jun MA 2104 Fong, Kyna IL 2416 Shiu, Arturo Pang
NY 2618 Musa, Atanda Ganiyu PA 2211 Gee, Diana OR 2073 Ping, Emily IN 2395 Hazinski, Mark
NY 2549 Boggan, Eric MD 2013 Uu, Xiaoying OR 2021 Ping, Whitney CA 2267 Lee, Terrence K.
IN 2498 Seemiller, Daniel Rober't TX 2002 Roufeh, Mahin NY 1980 Kaler, Natalie MD 2242 Xiao, Han
NY 2487 Ekun, Abass KS 1949 Hill, Nancy CA 1928 Seibel, Allison NJ 2166 Hugh, Adam

1 VY e
GA 2473 Masters, Brian CA 1921 Uvshin, Bella NY 1922 Schoenberg, Stacy MN 2159 Eider, Cory
NY 2438 Liu, Hui Yuan MT 1899 Conlan, Lena Maria MD 1860 Wu, Katherine CA 2133 Umel Jr., David

1-800-547-5891

GA 2436 Peng, Xin CA 1893 Simon, Lena VA 1805 Kwok, Elaine CA 2129 Sujo, Oziel Players' favorite source

NJ 2404 Dattel, Barry IN 1785 Artman, Hong NY 1767 Chiu. Felicia MA 2114 Wang, Yin tor table tennis supplies
NJ 2399 Domingo, Rey A. VA 1773 Kaminsky, Barbara CA 1756 Lee, Shelley C. CA 2090 Malek, Auria
IL 2364 Lewandowski, Bogdan AZ 1724 Fuschino, Hulping VA 1723 Wang, Chao OH 2076 Dubina, Samson
GA 2363 May, Derek J. MD 1704 Sal(ai, Donna CA 1712 Khasanova, Alina TX 2048 Lamb, Howard
OVER 40 MEN OVER 40 WOMEN UNDER 16 GIRLS UNDER 16 BOYS UNDER 22 MEN

MD 2729 Cheng, Yinghua MD 2013 Liu, Xiaoying TX 2172 Zheng, Pei Pei IN 2395 Hazinski, Mark MD 2552 Li Sunny
NY 2618 Musa, Atanda Ganlyu TX 2002 Roufeh, Mahii CA 2127 Lee, Jacqueline MD 2242 Xiao, Han FL 2537 Alban, Keith

IN 2498 Seemiller, Daniel Robert CA 1921 Uvshin, Bella OR 2021 Ping, Whitney NJ 2166 Hugh, Adam CA 2457 Gabriel, Freddie
NY 2487 Ekun, Abass VA 1773 Kaminsky, Barbara CA 1928 Seibel, Allison MA 2114 Wang, Yin IL 2416 Shiu, Arturo Pang
NY 2438 Liu, Hui Yuan AZ 1724 Fuschino, Huiping MD 1860 Wu, Katherine CA 2090 Malek, Auria GA 2410 Beebe, T. J,

GA 2436 Peng, Xin MD 1704 Sakal, Donna VA 1805 Kwok, Elaine TX 2048 Lamb, Howard MI 2409 Jain, Ashoo
NJ 2404 Dattel, Barry FL 1696 Sanders. Suzanna NY 1767 Chiu, Felicia CA 2023 Kazantsev, Mikhail IN 2395 Hazinski, Mark
NJ 2399 Domingo, Rey A MA 1679 Crowley, Ruth VA 1723 Wang, Chao NY 1980 Un, Pan NY 2346 Lewis, Idi

IN 2358 Hicks, H. Richard MD 1661 Kronlage, Yvonne M. CA 1712 Khasanova, Alina MD 1965 Asgarali, Khaleel CA 2334 Zajac, Peter
FL 2353 Fleisher, Dickie NJ 1660 Cheung, Wan Yee KS 1593 Xiao, Laura IN 1909 Lynch, Jordan MD 2305 Lee, Richard

MI 2330 Xu, Xuan Steve IL 1654 Popiel, Barbara CO 1584 Leach, Laura AZ 1891 Winkler, Matt TX 2273 Struth, Aaron
PA 2324 Mojaverian, Parviz CA 1649 Cooper, Cindi IA 1582 Abbott, Kylie NY 1862 Gorvits, Vladimir CA 2267 Lee, Terrence K.

MI 2322 Veillette, Michael TX 1638 Modlich, Lisa MD 1490 Li, Ginger CA 1858 Uu, Wallace GA 2260 McCool, Lee

IL 2310 Pashuku, Paul Victor CA 1633 Hardy, Shelly CA 1466 Szymanska, Marzena IL 1849 Mehrabian, Alexander MD 2242 Xiao, Han
NY 2304 Klemendorf, Jan IN 1626 Wilson, Sharlene Krizman NJ 1454 Hugh, Judy NJ 1845 Finkelstein, Eric IN 2226 Troyer, Nate
OVER 50 MEN OVER 50 WOMEN UNDER 14 GIRLS UNDER 14 BOYS UNDER 22 WOMEN

GA 2436 Peng, Xin TX 2002 Roufeh, Mahin OR 2021 Ping, Whitney MD 2242 Xiao, Han CA 2487 Huang, Yao Xi
NJ 2399 Domingo, Rey A CA 1921 Uvshin, Bella VA 1805 Kwok, Elaine NJ 2166 Hugh, Adam CA 2277 Do, Michelle

IN 2358 Hicks, H. Richard VA 1773 Kaminsky, Barbara KS 1593 Xiao, Laura CA 2023 Kazantsev, Mikhail TX 2172 Zheng, Pei Pei
PA 2324 Mojaverian, Parviz MD 1704 Sakal, Donna CO 1584 Leach, Laura MD 1965 Asgamli, Khaleel CA 2127 Lee, Jacqueline
IL 2310 Pashuku, Paul Victor FL 1696 Sanders, Suzanna IA 1582 Abbott, Kylie NJ 1845 Finkelstein, Eric MD 2119 Shen, Jessica
MD 2217 Sakai, David MD 1661 Kronlage, Yvonne M. MD 1490 Ll Ginger MD 1816 Shao, Michael MD 2118 Lee, Vivian

NY 2211 Brathwaite, George IL 1654 Popiel, Barbara NJ 1454 Hugh, Judy CA 1712 Viet, Jimmy MA 2104 Fong, Kyna
CA 2199 Mintsiveris, Nick TX 1638 Modlich, Lisa MD 1428 Geng, Sherri NY 1707 Carney, A,J. IL 2080 Simovic, Marijana Maya
MA 2168 Hlava, JiM R. IN 1626 Wilson, Sharlene Krizman CA 1363 Eav, Wendy VA 1642 Luo, Mingkuang OR 2073 Ping, Emily
CA 2155 Livshin, Boris NM 1624 Gresham, Elisabeth M. CA 1204 Fong, Atha IL 1603 Waltz, Jim OR 2021 Ping, Whitney
MD 2128 Duan, Changping FL 1530 Terranova, Terese FL 1165 Zheng, Sarah AZ 1588 Shul Yujie NY 1980 Kaler, Natalie

PA 2120 Balamoun, Samuel B. CA 1499 Borisova, Irina CA 1121 Chung, Cecilia FL 1545 Bernstein, Joshua CA 1928 Seibel, Allison

MA 2113 Chui, Um Ming NY 1498 Rugar, Karen J. CA 1118 Nguyen, Minh Thanh KS 1543 Hendrickson, Aaron NY 1922 Schoenberg, Stacy
NJ 2106 Shtofmakher, Simon MO 1353 Davis, Rosemary NJ 1042 Zhang, Lucy IN 1541 Cochran, Gordon MD 1860 Wu, Katherine

FL 2099 Beclford, Jim• AZ 1347 Irving, Dorothy OR 1001 Qu, Tiffany CO 1532 Leach, John \A 1805 Kwok, Elaine
OVER 60 MEN OVER 60 WOMEN UNDER 12 GIRLS UNDER 12 BOY$ OVER 75

IA 1939 Bozorgzadeh, Houshang FL 1696 Sanders, Suzanna KS 1593 Xiao, Laura CA 2023 Kazantsev, Mikhail MA 1853 Dwelly, Frank
NY 2211 Brathwaite, George MD 1661 Kronlage, Yvonne M. NJ 1454 Hugh, Judy CA 1712 Viet, Jimmy IN 1784 Deschamps, Harry
CA 2027 Chan, James TX 1638 Modlich, Lisa CA 1204 Fong, Alha VA 1642 Luo, Mingkuang OH 1737 Radzeli, Louis

CO 2049 Dawidowicz, Bohdan J. MO 1353 Davis, Rosemary FL 1165 Zheng, Sarah IN 1541 Cochran, Gordon FL 1729 Baltrus, Joe M.

CA 1935 Fahlstrom! Ragnar AZ 1347 Irving, Dorothy NJ 1042 Zhang, Lucy CO 1532 Leach, John CA 1686 Butler, Wiley M.
TX 2027 Gordon, Grady Cox AZ 1295 Sommer, Thelma Tybie OH 1001 Spilker, Ashley CA 1507 Gulkin, Sergy WA 1639 Scott Jr., Dr. Michael J.
IN 2358 Hicks, H. Richard CA 1287 Bloom, Violet FL 822 Torres, Steffi MD 1426 Xu, Yao NY 1617 Galione, Vincent
CA 1978 Mao, Toon Siong AZ 1251 Splistiser, Jo A. SC 747 Cole, Allison CA 1322 Lam, Jonathan FL 1561 Rubin, Henry
CA 2199 Mintsiveris, Nick NJ 1249 Miller, Joyce FL 730 Li, Diana CA 1266 Phung, Kevin CA 1557 Borges, Fred W
NY 1924 Nazarbechian, Tomas NY 1209 Amoury, Gloria MD 727 Wei, Barbara MD 1244 Fan, Wei AZ 1549 Larson, Don

RI 2011 Raky, Haig CA 1051 Drake, Millie NY 630 Lisova, Yuliya MD 1212 Harris, Michael CA 1548 Bloom, Harry
NY 2028 Reisman, Marty OH 1024 Stout. Ann OH 630 Mast, Jennifer Mae MI 1209 Christo, Lee CA 1527 Gomez, Ruben
CA 1998 Silberman, Allen AZ 1021 Magras, Jane MD 553 Wu, Rita IN 1165 Cochran, Joseph CO 1526 Walsh, William James
FL 1913 Smith, Lynwood J. AZ 993 Kolnik, Lucille SC 543 Hollaway, Ashly CA 1098 Runyan, Trevor PA 1522 Wetzler, Warren
MD 1993 Trumbore, Merr W OK 992 Sanchez, Carlene FL 495 Williams, Raven NE 1083 Xing, Yan CA 1511 Swain, Henry Tyler
OVER 70 MEN OVER 70 WOMEN UNDER 10 BOY$ OVER 80

NY 2028 Reisman, Marty TX 1638 Modlich, Lisa  NE 1083 Xing, Yan OH 1737 Radzeli, Louis

TX 2027 Gordon. Grady Cox
AZ 1295 Sommer Thelma Tybie '
AZ 1347 Irving, Dorothy =ZE.IrTlli,9 Lee, Toby FL 1561 Rubin, Henry

CA 1861 Ruderman, Leon Lin, Andrew AZ 1549 Larson, Don

MA 1853 Dwelly, Frank AZ 1251 Splistiser, Jo A 1f--- -&,,-&9 sc Cole, James CA 1548 Bloom! Harry
NY 1786 Brickell, Robert Douglas CA 873 Kahan, Olga Feingold  NJ Verma, Rajat CO 1526 Walsh, William James

IN 1784 Deschamps, Harry MN 865 Peterson. Dorothy VA Qian Martin CA 1511 Swain, Henry Tyler
NY 1782 Kupferman, Harold J. CA 859 Brin, Harriet R. g  i MI Christo, Joel TX 1508 Chase, Arthur B.
IN 1759 Boyle Sr., John Thomas FL 583 Burk, Tema R.

UNDER 10 GIRLS O m ED .· it E--211,qi FL Lam, Brian OK 1302 Deschner, Phil H.
OH 1737 Radzeli, Louis

OH 630 Mast, Jennifer Mae 2  1·'*4/4 VA 682 Tian, Rubin OR 1208 Leatherman, Ken

TX 1732 Horn, Mac T. - 0|4  OH 619 Kaneck, Hannah WA 1111 Thach, Lee
FL 1729 Baltrus, Joe M FL 495 Williams. Raven w

 * . 4,,44% TN 607 Lane, Shelby CA 1106 Egel, LeoFL 479 Huang, Amy
 3- ' *32 MD 594 Jackson, Marcus NH 1019 Gilmore, Philip E.MI 1716 Wood, Ward Wayne VA 424 U, Linden - '*> 4£  ¥29%CA 1698 Koh, Chason S.

AR 197 Tripodi, Hannah k ' 1 1 *»TX 533 Robinson, Jake AZ 1014 Splistiser, Henry
CA 1686 Butler, Wiley M. GA 107 May, Kathleen 2 ./ == .2- R

A 5+ 2 4-0 NJ 499 Kaushal, Arjun TX 894 Siegel, Bert
CA 1674 Law, George GA 92 May, Alexis 2 -i--f _, ,..:* MD 468 Ma, Kevin IN 827 Bricker, Eugene

AZ 992

FL 894

738

735

733

727

697
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NATIONAL RATINGS LIST
(In Alphabetical Order by Last Name)

2240 Abass,Larire Larry IL 1627 Baldwin. Mike R.
2066 Abbott, Dave MA 1417 Baldwin, Ronald

1582 Abbott, Kylie AZ 1356 Ballard, John L.
1404 Abbott, Roger V PA 524 Balogh, Magdolna
165 Abdelmalak, Chris PA 1708 Balogh. Miklos
233 Abdelmalak, Christine FL 1729 Baltrus, Joe M.
1624 Abdelmalak, Magdi CA 2433 Banh, Tawny
1542 Abdool, Satar NC 1843 Banjoko, Tony 0.
1689 Abrams, Mark MD 732 Bao. Ning
907 Abusway, Jamal NY 703 Barbler, Jacques
1948 Ackerman, Dr. Neil B. M D 378 Barbour, William

1632 Acopiado, Rodil MD 248 Barboza, Gregory
1023 Adams, Bradley MD 1574 Barboza, Steven

1478 Adams, Dana IL 1865 Bardo, Rafal
1780 Adams, Stephen MI 674 Barker, Jack
1828 Adelman, Mark VA 1352 Barker, James
2317 Adini, Eyal NV 1395 Barlow, Carl

2223 Aemireddy. Arvind CA 1348 Barlow. H. B.

1853 Afful, Kofi NJ 1116 Barnes, Tyshawn
2018 Agassi, Guy NY 1863 Barnhart, James E.

2092 Aggio, Flavio CO 1845 Barrientos. Carlos

1209 Agimudie, Christopher FL 1641 Barron. Jay
2170 Agimudie, Nicholas FL 499 Barron, Samantha

1916 Aguilar,Sergio KS 1984 Bartel, Joshua
1636 Aki, Shonie NY 630 Barllett, David

1182 Alagappan, Arun IN 1933 Bartley. Brian
1513 Alamina, Louis IN 1430 Barlling, George H.
2537 Alban, Keith OH 995 Bassett, Don W.
1766 Albright, David Wesley CA 396 Batchelder, Garrison

1592 Alcares, Gary I MI 1192 Bauer, D. Steven

1726 Alderman, Jerry Lewis CA 1716 Bauman, M. Virgil
879 Alexander, Ben CA 1656 Baumann, Kip
1471 Allonso, Jay FL 1635 Baumgartner, Peter
1657 Allen, Frank NJ 2176 Bavly, Larry
1454 Ailen, Harold P. OR 1291 Bayley, Bruce L.
2158 Altman, Vladimir NV 1408 Bazso, Peter K.
1379 Amanlgah, Emmanuel CA 1435 Beatty, Larry
1291 Amar, Pierre TX 1679 Beauchamp. Kenneth D.
1818 Amaya, Edwin LA 2167 Beaumont, John

1845 Amaya, Ivan Antonio LA 1622 Beaumont. William
1390 Amen, Daniel NY 1479 Beck, Kenn

1209 Amour'y, Gloria NY 1528 Beck. Thomas
1585 Amren. Michael FL 2099 Beckford. Jim

1594 Amrhein, Tim GA 1724 Beckham. Herb
348 An, Lin MO 1119 Beckman, Bob
940 Anderson, Arnold KS 1724 Beckstrom, Donald
1120 Anderson, Frederick GA 2410 Beebe. T J,

1090 Anderson, John OH 887 Behrendt, Mike
1673 Anderson, John MD 1289 Bekkerman, Anton
2082 Anderson, Patrick AZ 1434 Belcakova, Ivana
1760 Anderson, Steven TX 1972 Bell. Kevin R.

1984 Andersson,Robert MD 1694 Bell, Terry
2041 Andrade, John NY 1226 Bellinger, Eric
1722 Andrian, Jean NY 1411 Bellinger, Scott
1490 Anselmo, Giancarlo AntonioFL 1678 Belnavis. Carl H

1557 Arcaro, Ronald Joseph NJ 1361 Belorusov, Mikhail
1598 Archambo, Steve FL 1901 Ben-Lulu, Eldar
1702 Archbold, Curtis CA 1811 Benedict, Lorin

1749 Arditi, Ray A. MI 1178 Benedict. Ron
1211 Arel, Daniel TX 2277 Bennett, Hector George
1559 Armes, Keith MS 1673 Bennett, Herb

2105 Armstrong, Richard NY 2163 Bensch, Craig
1785 Artman, Hong OH 2009 Berenson, David
2127 Artman: Mark NY 2246 Berger, Steve
1965 Asgarall, Khaleel CA 884 Bergmans, Joe
2260 Asgarali, Nazruddin VA 680 Berman, Andrew
1562 Asner, Ed MD 535 Berman, Daniel

1027 Asuncion, Renan VA 1142 Berman. Terry
2107 Atighetchi, Michael KS 1231 Bernal, Jesse

2252 Au, Duc Duong Kevin FL 1545 Barnstein. Joshua
1119 Austell, Courtnie NY 1908 Biadra, Tanmoy
1759 Austin, Tim ME 1801 Biatia, Sonu

2032 Avergonzado, Valentino AR 1 006 Biumbla, Aakash
1641 Averin, Sergey IL 1820 B an. Jiawen John
2064 Avery, Aaron SC 1438 Bju, Madhavi
749 Avezbaki, Daniel MI 1557 B Ilington, Robert
1751 Axmacher, Andrew CA 1714 Bnce, Edmundo
2020 Azimzadeh, Kamran MT 1622 Bsso, Alex
2007 Baber, Michael Vaughn MI 930 Back, Daniel
1660 Bacon, Date MI 1083 B ack. Roger
909 Badger, Alan CT 1368 B ackall, James
1080 Badger, Phillip CT 1052 B adell, Walter F.
1623 Baharloo,Tooraee FL 1727 B ackshen, Michael
2045 Bahlman, Lee IL 896 Backwell Jr.. Robert

1740 Bailey, Christopher T GA 583 Bancha, Phillip
1508 Baird Jim SC 448 B anchard, Adrianne
1694 Baird, Will SC 708 B anchard, Alberl

1345 Bajorski, Peter WA 1836 Bankenship. Henry lee
576 Baker, Brett IL 523 B au. Jamle
1158 Baker, John R. CA 1049 Behm, Walter
1345 Baker, Richard AZ 1574 Bock, Adam

2048 Balagangadhar, Mahesh CA 1 548 Boom. Harry
2120 Balamoun, Samuel B. CA 1287 B com, Violet
1648 Baldner, Roger E. CA 1576 Byth, William Allen

CA 1390 Bobrow: Adam NC 1799 Burner, Chris N J 1214 Ciironna, Robert J.
MN 1370 Boerner, Matt PA 2211 Bumside, Rich NY 1117 Ciiu, Adam
AZ 1787 Boerwinkle, Jerry AZ 877 Burrell, James Ray MD 2012 Cilu, David 
NY 2549 Boggan, Eric CA 1540 Burris, Cornelius NY 1767 Cliu, Felicia :

NY 1880 Boggan, Tim CA 1407 Burson. Scott FL 367 Ciiu, Kevin

CA 1410 Boghos, Kazanjian MA 1089 Bushala, Eugene MD 983 Cioi, Mark

PA 1273 Bomberger, Fred GA 1564 Bushkanets, Ilya CA 1655 Clong, Pete
AZ 999 Bons, Robert GA 223 Butler. Ethan CA 2458 Cioplaeng, Chajyaphoon
MI 1443 Boocker, Lawence GA 2294 Butler. Scott MD 636 Ciou, Duncan
FL 1203 Borah, Apu CA 1686 Butler, Wiley M. MD 399 Ciou, Roger
KS 1370 Bordner, Brian CA 1307 Buxion, Ron WA 1049 Ciou, Valiant

CA 1557 Borges, Fred W GA 881 Byram. Samuel MI 727 Ciristo, Joel
MA la Borges, Jose TN 2011 Byrd, Doug MI 1209 Ciristo, Lee
CA 1499 Borisova, Irina AZ 1512 Cabatana, Keith MI 1144 Ciristo, Matthew
VA 1399 Borland. Daniel CA 1160 Cacho, Frank MI 1555 Ciristo, Michael
AZ 1787 Borrillo, Marco J. MI 196 Cadle, Joshua FL 1984 Ciu, Bin Hai
MA 1779 Boulard Claude AZ 1157 Caglieris, Andrew MD 726 Ciu. Enoch S.

PA 1486 Bowlander. Robert NY 694 Calcagno, Brent NY 1959 Ciu, Jonathan

NC 2042 Bowling, Richard NY 762 Calcagno, Joseph MA 2113 Ciui, Lim Ming
OH 1769 Bowman. Paul CA 1698 Camarillo, German MA 2001 Ciung, Aaron
NY 1483 Boyce, Dave OH 1568 Cannon. Chuck CA 157 Ciung Benamin
CA 1287 Boyce, Vem NV 1277 Cantor, Bill CA 1121 Ciung, Cecilia
IN 1759 Boyle Sr., John Thomas NY 1849 Cao, Yman CA 1771 Clung, Ngai-Chi
IA 1939 Bozorgzadeh,Houshang OK 1502 Capwell, Avery L. FL 1947 C iung, Sean
FL 1797 Brabrook, Neville J. NY 1866 Cardona, Erick B. AR 1990 Cluora, Hong
OH 1521 Bracht James OH 1394 Carey, Max CA 1322 Ciwa,bavid
IN 2274 Brader Mark VA 1840 Carico Jr., Flip NV 1413 C esielski, Jerry
NC 1072 Bradley, Jonathan LA 1880 Carlisle. Billy FL 1338 Cncotta, J. M.
VA 1899 Bragg, Lewis Andrew MI 987 Carlson, David TX 1929 C aflin, Steven -1
NC 1735 Brain, Simon FL 1813 Carmenate. Diosman IN 1628 C ark, Jerrell
MD 530 Branch, Michael W. NY 1707 Carney, A.J. MI 1340 Cark, Kevin R.
NY 2211 Brathwaite, George NY 1848 Carney, Wayne A. NY 1333 C ark, Leon C.

KS 2149 Braun, Bernie TX 1015 Carranza, iere MO 1701 Cark,Tim

KS 1691 Brecheisen, Terr'y K. GA 371 Carter, Jesse CA 659 C aude, Lou
MN 782 Brekke, Lydia Rose OR 2009 Carver, Ron NC 1045 C aytor, Andy
MN 473 Brekke, Meranda CA 1766 Cary, Mall MD 466 C eaver, Danny
FL 1909 Brenner, Bard AR 746 Case, Justin IN 1648 C emmons, Joseph C.
VA 780 Brennon, Sylvia MI 1436 Casey. William M. GA 1580 C eveland, W. C.
OH 2020 Brewster, Keith CA 1448 Cashwell, William David FL 958 C ine, Jan
NY 1786 Brickell. Roberl Douglas CA 776 Cassidy Maria A. CA 1596 Coaklev, Brian
IN 827 Bricker, Eugene CA 1384 Castro, Pat MI 2098 Cobb, Dennis S.
OH 1349 Brim, Roy NY 1906 Castronovo, Tommy Guy IN 1715 Cochran, Andrew
CA 859 Brin, Harriet R. CA 1422 Cembura, Jim IN 1163 Cochran, Daniel
CA 999 Brin, William James GA 479 Cerasuolo. Travis IN 1541 Cochran, Gordon
CO 805 Brinton, Robert FL 1818 Chan, Bernard M. IN 1165 Cochran, Joseph
CA 1890 Briscoe, Brian FL 1837 Chan. Clement OH 849 Coliran, Nick

NC 1473 Brock, Doug CA 2027 Chan, James NY 1245 Colman, Leonard

AZ 1631 Brongo, Ray CA 1191 Chan. Lewis MD 709 Coien, Mark
AL 2009 Brown, Adam NY 1794 Chan, Singchung TX 2434 Coien, Randy H.
UT 1953 Brown, Glen Thomas FL 1434 Chan, Sug SC 747 Coe, Allison
NY 2114 Brown, Glenn CA 1162 Chang, Dylanl SC 722 Coe, David

GA 1947 Brown, Levoid R. HI 1768 Chang, George SC 738 Coe, James

IL 1519 Brown, Norman B. < MD 2653 Chang, Jun dao NY 549 Coe, Janet
IL 1365 Brown, Robert A. NY 1988 Chang, Jungshan CA 1210 Coio, Ivetthe
NJ 1403 Brown, Roger L. MA 2015 Chang, Karen CA 1454 Co io, Randy Alan
GA 1771 Brown, Ross CA 1720 Chang, Ming MA 874 Co lamore, Gil

MO 1626 Browning, John AZ 1748 Chang, Philip SC 1174 Colie, B.N.

CA 1124 Brownson, Wallace FL 1497 Chang, Simon MD 517 Co lina, Tom
IL 1172 Bruebach. Carl FL 435 Chao, Betty OK 1429 Colins Jr., Wallace H.
NY 1635 Brinelle Jr.,Arthur V. NY 1921 Chao, George TN 1317 Co lins, Charles

CA 1413 Bruno, Danny FL 903 Chapnik, Jill OH 2084 Co ins, Greg
AZ 1499 Bryan, Dan MI 1999 Charles, Grantley OH 1547 Coins, Mark
AZ 829 Bryant 11|1 Robert L MN 1764 Chaney. Michael L IL 1542 Colins, Steve
AZ 1948 Br'yant Jr., Robert TX 1508 Chase, Ar[hur B. OK 376 Co lins, Trey
MO 1344 Bryant, Mark L. TX 641 Chase, Julie K. NY 2128 Cot,D.J.
NV 1592 Bu, Jie NY 1426 Chau, David NY 1768 Cot, David J.
CA 1692 Buchholz, Michael M D 303 Chau. Joey FL 845 Co umbia, Audrey
GA 268 Bucholz, Russell MA 1434 Chau. Kevin NJ 1664 Cometz, Dennis
AL 1837 Budiman, Danya . NJ 1135 Chen, Katherine TX 1816 Compton, Robert Charles
CA 1592 Bulatao, Jose G. 9 NJ 1879 Chen, Kenneth AZ 1805 Cone, Derrick
OH 2033 Burch, Brandon NY 2009 Chen. U MT 1899 Conlan. Lena Maria
OH 1581 Burch, Chris MD 1624 Chen. Raymond F. NC 1806 Connelly, Tim
FL 583 Burk, Tema FL 681 Chen, Shao Wei MI 807 Contos, Mike
OH 1201 Burke, Kerry Fl 837 Chen, Shui FL 1630 Contractor, Saeed
NV 1437 Burkhart, Robert C. ME 1564 Chen. Tian NJ 445 Conway Matthew

MA 1689 Chen, Todd Bozhi CA 1953 Cooksey, Laron
CA 1763 Chen, Winston CA 1649 Cooper, Cindi
FL 1359 Cheng. Ben GA 2016 Cooper, George T

NJ 1574 Cheng. David CA 1999 Cordero, Fernando
FL 790 Cheng, Brian CA 1510 Cooper, William R.

TX 1811 Cheng, Hao NJ 1660 Cormier, Roger J,
CA 1774 Cheng, Vincent NY le Cornell, Doug
MD 2729 Cheng. Yinahua FL 1885 Cortes, Jose Frank
MA 1776 Chemock, David NC 1223 Cortese, Jorge Daniel
CA 2152 Chemomorskiy, Konstantin MA 795 Cortesi, Anthony
NJ 1660 Cheuno, Wan Yee MA 904 Cortesi, Tony
CA 1397 Chew,Bob TX 1266 Coryat, Ruben
MI 1380 Chiang, Wei-Te VA 724 Costa, Craig
NY 1157 Chien. Aan NH 1514 Costa, Kenneth R

1-800-547-5891 WA 467 Chin, Crystel E. NY 673 Cotton, Jack
CA 1299 Chin, Gi[bert PA 2091 Coulter, Chip

Players' favorite source GA 1082 Chin, Kingsley MO 1387 Coustry, Eric
GA 264 Chin, Preston NC 1878 Cox, Gregfor table tennis supplies
NY 1963 Chin, Wayne Ming OH 1999 Coxson, lim
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1427 Cragg. Wayne FL 913 Dubrawa, Romana OH 732 Pullen, Dave AR 1893 Hadfield. Paul Edward
305 Crawlord, DeVongalo CA 1705 Dubrovsky, igor OH 387 Pullen, Jason , NY 1162 Hadland, Phil
1766 Crowdey. Steven MI 1910 Dudley, Dan OH 659 Fullen, Matt GA 1784 Hadsell Jr.. Michael ddie pq/01679 Crowley Ruth - AR 1516 Duquette, Eric NY 1628 Fuller, Michael

WI 1239 Hagerstrand, Robed G 0 re
1560 Cserei, Gabriel + FL 1126 Durbin. William CA 1047 Funderburg, John SC 1767 Hair, Don
1445 Cubias,Esteban WI 1766 Dutta, Sudeep AZ 1724 Fuschino, Huiping NC 1766 Hall, Andrew J.
204 Culverson, Henry MA 1853 Dwelly, Frank AZ 1621 Fuschino, Michael CA 1605 Hall, James
2071 Cummings, Joseph Michae<CA 1363 Eav, Wendy PA 2032 Gaagoa, Samir AR 1977 Hall, Jamey
1745 Curd, John CA 1562 Ebadypour, Farhang TX 1760 Gabra, Fadi ' NY 1024 Halliday, Warren
1293 Curran,Ed TX 1879 Edlund, Simon CA 2457 Gabriel, Freddie AZ 1696 Hallquist, Robert
816 Curtis, Barbara MI 1626 Edwards, Alonzo D. MI 1312 Gabriele, John MA 1201 Halperinl Jared
1766 Cushing,Matthew CO 1966 Edwards, David S NC 1843 Galavis, Oscar A.  NM

1841 Hambleton, Daniel
1735 Czarnocki, Dariusz CA 1106 Egel, Leo NY 1617 Galione, Vincent NM 1487 Hambleton, Karen
2027 Dabdab, Elie PA 1199 Egri, Gerhardt K. AR 1776 Gan, Wei Shong CA 1199 Hamedani, Farm

1 -800-547-58911757 Dailey Sr,, Tommie OR 1854 Ehelebe, Bob CA 2044 Ganapathy, Kavitha IN 1153 Hameed, AMI
1113 Daley, Peter OR 1082 Ehrmantraut, Harry CA 1593 Ganoy, Rosendo OH 2187 Hamilton, Don R.

Players' favorite source1012 Daly 111, Richard V. MN 2159 Elder, Cory MD 396 Gao, James CA 2205 Hamilton, J. Russell
1113 Damen, John ,; · CA 1738 Elercito, Robert NJ 1636 Gao, Xang NM 1632 Hamilton, Max for table tennis supplies
1916 Dang, Linn  NY 2487 El<un, Abass MA 949 Gao, Yong FL 1247 Hammersmith, Joel
1192 Daniels, Mark CA 1790 Elhayek, Nazih Zee TX 1208 Garcia, Juan CA 1389 Han, Henri
1264 Dankert, Ronnie MN 1489 Elliott, David MI 1432 Garland, Larry TN 1139 Hancock, i racy KS 1543 Hendrickson, Aaron
1821 Dannenfelser, Tom . TN 1538 Ellis, Allyson FL 1103 Garlock, Don CA 1335 Hanken, Martin F NY 2297 Henry, Michael
1308 Darcy, Frank '49 OK 1465 Ellis, Edwin French MI 1726 Garza, Robedo OH 1768 Hanna, David FL 1730 Hensley, Larry
1562 Dart, John OH 1974 Elnatanov, Valeriy KS 1543 Gaulden, Floyd UT 1462 Hansen, Douglas AZ 1318 Hensley, le Roy
2404 Dattel, Barry MD 2048 Elwell, Ga!y GA 588 Gay Jr., James-Edward VA 1607 Hanson, Dana Brent MI 199 Hensley, Richard D
1618 Dam, Vergil WV 1731 Emmons, 1 heron Roy GA 354 Gay, Paula NE 999 Hanson. Mark WA 1649 Heo, Baek Ho
2355 David, Paul MI 1319 Enders, Robert GA 343 Gay, Robert NE 1135 Hanson, Shane FL 1845 Herbert, Mark Richard
345 Davidson, Romane MI 1927 Endicott. Scott PA 2211 Gee, Diana FL 2024 Harbeck, Gary D. IL 1468 Hermann, Peter
1769 Davila, Phillip Arnold WA 1152 Eng, Christopher J CA 2064 Gee, Kingston GA 391 Hardy, Joseph R. CA 979 Hernandez, Erica T.
1806 Davis, Antwain MN 1198 Engels, Ann NM 1888 Geeze, Donald S. CA 1633 Hardy, Shelly CA 1163 Hernandez, Richard L
1729 Davis, Mark E, NY 1436 Erokwu, Anthony MD 93 Gehret, Allen TX 1609 Hargita, Tony NH 890 Heroux, Steven
1353 Davis, Rosemary IL 988 Ertner, Keith CA 1813 Gendler, Simon FL 1774 Harley, Eddie AZ 1326 Herve, Charles
1816 Davong, David CA 1693 Escobar, Wilfredo C. MD 1428 Geng, Sherri IL 1676 Harn, Stanley MA 1795 Heslin. Jack
2049 Dawidowicz, Bohdan J PA 1699 Espino, Michael IL 1543 Gerasta, Richard A. CA 960 Harper, Clinton Lee FL 1594 Hess Jr., Kipling Randall
1374 Dawson, Chris MD 359 Espinoza, David CA 1056 Gerhardt,Joe AR 259 Harper, Heather OH 751 Hess, Kyle
1686 Dawson, Jim MD 1117 Es@noza, Rafael A MD 2254 Germaine, Charles CA 990 Hamman, Ralph IN 2206 Hewitt, Randy
845 Dawson, Steve IL 1680 Esters, George OR 641 Gerry. Kyle IL 1819 Harris, Bruce IN 2358 Hicks, H. Richard
1987 De Hoyos, Luis Enrique NY 1797 Eto, Yoshizumj NY 1439 Gershburg, Anatoly GA 456 Harris, Jason OH 899 Hicksl Kermit
1707 De May. David VA 1749 Etter, Greg CA 1149 Gevorgian. Rima Madaian MD 1212 Harris, Michael CA 2223 Hikawa, Hiroyuld
2155 Deleon, Jacob FL 699 Evans, Christopher PA 1774 Gibson. Dan OH 487 Hartop. Francesca OH 1705 Hill, Charles K
1977 DeLosReyes, Ernest UT 1645 Eysser, Rainer PA 1429 Gibson, J. Steven NC 1695 Harisook, Warren NC 2096 Hill, Danny
1836 DeRider. Joel R. CA 1599 Faccinl, Matthew NJ 1724 Gigliotti, Frank CA 2161 Hashimoto, Masaru KS 1455 Hill, Gary
2269 DeSouza, Kwaovi Didi CA 1935 Fahlstrom, Ragnar NY 1897 Gikashvili, David MI 1281 Hatzis, Louis KS 1949 Hill, Nancy
2040 DeWitt, Richard NY 1154 Faillace, Leonard MT 1477 Gilchrist, Jack WI 1754 Hauser, John MA 2168 Hlava, JiM R.
1108 DeWitt, Robert KY 1932 Fakharpour, Babak NH 1019 Gilmore, Philip E. FL 1752 Hautsch, Fred MN 1979 Ho, Brian
1832 Deal Jr.,Robert PA 1149 Falcone, Anthony MA 853 Gingras, Robert OH 1490 Haverstraw. Bob FL 1319 Ho, Kar
1544 Dean, Lon CA 1773 Falicoff, Waqidi CA 1463 Giron, Ramon NY 1834 Hawk, Harry R. CA 1193 Ho, Kevin Sunalit
1197 Delacruz, Buena Gracia NC 1731 Faminba. Sam OH 1482 Girzhel, Boris TX 1296 Hawk, Phillip OR 1647 Ho, Robert W. Ti.
649 Delain, Derrick MD 1644 Fan, Charles C. IN 1791 Glass, Jerr'y R. OH 1526 Hawkins Jr., Lan'y D. SC 1689 Hoagland, Tim
968 Deleon Jr., Dan MD 1601 Fan, Michael C. GA 361 Glass, Maurice N J 1560 Hawkins. Carl CA 1514 Hoard, Blake
1203 Dempsey, Craig MD 1244 Fan, Wel FL 1516 Godshalk, Bill MA 1658 Hayashi. Hiroe HI 1265 Hock, Jerty A
1970 Dempsey Mike CA 624 Fan, Xavier MD 1497 Golab, Thomas J. PA 2058 Hayat, Dr. Hamld PA 1529 Hodges, Herb
870 Deng, Leo WA 2843 Fan, Yi Yong OR 1555 Goldsmith, Phil MI 1612 Hayden Jr.. Donald C. N J 1729 Hodgson, Robert E.
1614 Deng, Xiaodong NJ 761 Fang, Alden MD 1670 Goldstein, IrvinG NH 2030 Hayes, Donald B. FL 1483 Hoffman, Roberl
1610 DerGevorgian, Sevan TX 2087 Fang. George C SC 1824 Golubow, Jerryl. IN 2395 Hazinski, Mark CA 1174 Hokama, Mory
1784 Deschamps, Harry Vernon NY 1692 Fang, Jeffrey NC 1558 Gomez, Elias IL 1506 He, Weizhong NY 1717 Holck, Bruce F.
1302 Deschner, Phil H. NJ 1092 Fang, Mike CA 1527 Gomez, Ruben SC 1439 Head, William B.J. SC 543 Hollaway, Ashly
1331 Desiderio, Scott NY 1176 Fang, Stephen PA 2056 Good, Stephen J. CO 1676 Heath, Dennis N J 1824 Hok George Ernest
1329 Despathy; Matt CA 1868 Farah. Kamal G. VT 1429 Goodall, Roger NJ 947 Hecht. David OH 1692 Hong. Chung H.
1970 Dhinaker,Thanaavelu AZ 1608 Fariss, Robert H. NC 1872 Goodman, Ira PA 1835 Heckathorn, Jason GA 1145 Hong, Edmund1819 DiMarco, Greg J NJ 1944 Farkas, Brian NY 1976 Gorcheck, Charles E. NY 810 Hellmann, Nancy MO 1567 Hopkins, Brian
1261 Diaz, Danny ME 1643 Farley, Sean TX 2027 Gordon, Grady Cox NY 1449 Heilmann. Ronald S. MD 502 Horgos, Brad
1289 Diaz, Javier MI 1679 Farrell, Tim CA 1842 Gordon, Scott MD 2093 Heisler, Michael Allen TX 1877 Hormozi, Amir
2356 Dibbs,Joseph MI 855 Fecher, Michale NY 1862 Gorvits, VIadidr MN 762 Helal, Ahmad TX 549 Hormozit Cameron
1822 Dichiaro, John FL 1973 Federico, Steve NV 1140 Gossman, William R. M N 483 Helal, Linla TX 1220 Hormozi, Mike
1374 Dickson: Roger , CT 1821 Feltenberger. Donald NY 2216 Gotlib, Slava MN 887 Helal. Mohamed TX 434 Hormozi, Susan
1699 Didjo, Mike CA 1971 Felton. Alex CA 1601 Gotliffe, Harvey MN 386 Helal, Salma TX 1732 Horn. Mac L
1704 Diehl, Bill NY 2511 Fernandez, David IL 1159 Goto, Masakatsu MI 1449 Helfand, Joseph S. NY 1914 Horowitz. Steven
1820 Dietz, Roy Michael OH 1511 Fernandez, Ramon CA 1662 Grady, Kenneth W. FL 1808 Helfer, Hernan NY 1893 Horowitz, William
2049 Dinh, Duc OH 1005 Findlay, Doug IN 1855 Grambo, Alan A. KS 1509 Heller, Frank C. CA 1626 Horvath, Alex
2063 Dinh, Hoan Ton NJ 1845 Finkelstein, tric CA 1539 Granado, Ramon J. IL 1165 Helmick, Dewey NY 1451 Hosein, Rafi
1834 Dinh, Le NJ 523 Finkler, Rajaun CA 1674 Graw, Joseph MD 1134 Helmke, Thomas W. AZ 1965 Houed, Luis R
2253 Dinh, Tri H. NJ 511 Finkler. Ramon OH 1478 Grazier, Michael NH 1610 Henault, Bill NH 844 Houser, Charles
1439 Dixon, Steve CT 1570 Fischetti, Mark FL 1879 Greaves, Wesley OH 871 Henderson, Don Sr. WV 1115 Howard, Ronald
699 Dizdarevic, Dino IN 1159 Fishero, Steve PA 2269 Green Jr., Enoch VA 1769 Hendricks, Derek OH 864 Howell, Dale
1621 Dizdarevic, Dzevad TN 1795 Flannagan, Jim NY 2088 Green, Daniel
1999 Djakovac, Milan FL 2353 Fleisher, Dickie NY 614 Green, Justin '
269 Do, Anthony Lee OH 2147 Flemming, Denzil NY 1224 Green, Ryan

USATT Rating Chart1586 Do, Hoa Binh CA 1001 Flexer, Dominique SC 1553 Green, Vincent
999 Do, Jimmy Lee FL 2116 Flores, Rafael Antonio NY 1887 Green, Wally
2277 Do, Michelle , PA 1418 Focht, Charles E. AZ 1073 Gregan, Hugh Il- Higher rated Lower rated
1757 Do, Toan MD 1744 Pok, Gary NM 1824 Gresham, Dennis E.
957 Dobbs, Chas CA 1204 Fong, Atha NM 1624 Gresham, Elisabeth M, m,„11:um player wins: player wins:
1237 Dodgen, Paul C, CA 1691 Fong, Brian FL 954 Grey, Neil
1507 Dollinger, Henry MA 2104 Fong, Kyna VA 2081 Gillis Jr, Joe E. Higher Lower Lower Higher
2399 Domingo, Rey A NJ 2131 Fong, Sandiway MA 698 Grimaldi, Francis V

Rating player player player player1639 Doney. Debbie MD 1869 Ford, Chauncey Edward NY 1637 Grodevant, Scott
502 Dong, Robin FL 1835 Forte, Henry NC 1112 Grosjean, Chuck Difference gains: loses: gains: loses:
2049 Donoso, Arnaldo WA 1498 Foss. Robert TX 1734 Gruber, David
528 Dom, Alex MI 1449 Foster, Mitchell T CA 1994 Guan, Jimmy
1862 Dom, Jon MI 1649 Fowler Brian UT 1920 Gubler, Ryan 0-12 8 8
1690 Dorrell, Jimmy M WA 1658 Frahler, Jeff R. NY 1836 Gudzenko, Gary
1921 Douglas, Lennox NJ 618 Francis. William CA 1824 Guillory, Ralph 13-37 7 10

1828 Douglass, Bob MA 1014 Franey, Kevin NV 288 Gumataotao, Janice 38-62 6 13
1221 Dowell, Adam FL 1502 Franks, Kyle NV 381 Gumataotao, Michelle
1012 Dowell, Benjamin NY 1602 Frazer Harry NV 1628 Gumataotao, Tony S.N. 63-87 5 16
581 Dowell, Timothy CA 1911 Freelon, Jerry MI 2199 Guo. George 201689 Doyle, Chris OH 460 Freeman, Gerry CA 1509 Guo, James 88-112 4
1699 Doyle, Mark CA 1799 Freeman, William WA 1784 Guo, Peter
1051 Drake. Millie CA 1864 Friedland, Richard L. PA 1645 Gupta, N.D. 113-137 3 25
1448 Drake, Terry CA 244 Friedland, Shane OK 577 Gustafson, Jay 138-162 2 30
1953 Drassal, Terence NJ 1301 Friedlander, Steve OK 1693 Gustafson, Jerry Jay
1241 Drew, Erick NV 1413 Friedman, James GA 999 Gustavson, Jon 163-187 2 35
1846 Drolet, Ron W MI 545 Friedman, Jordan GA 792 Gustavson,Phillip :,
1637 Drucker, Thomas L. IL 417 Friend, Brian IL 2055 Gutierrez, Antonio ' 188-212 1 40
2128 Duan, Changping CA 1502 Frisbee, Stanley Gene CA 1507 Gulkin, Seray 1 451901 Duan, James I NV 1678 Fu, Billy NY 1652 Gutowski, Raymond 213-237

901 Dubina,Amanda IL 902 Fudala, Christopher NJ 493 Guttman, Daniel 238 & up 0 502076 Dubina, Samson · IL 921 Fudala, Wieslan AZ 1816 Haas. Kent
1065 Dubov, Alex PA 1869 Fulcomer, Dave FL 1317 Hackler Jr.. Ted H.
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Odle pQ/c10 re

1 -800-547-5891

Players' favorite source
for table tennis supplies

1 1052 owell, Jack
' 1419 owell, Jared
I 1652 owell, Richard
1 591 owell, Sandra
A 1169 robak, Frank
C 1194 sieh, Henry
) 1117 su, Fono
/ 954 su, Juithieh
C 934 su Jui-ching
\ 984 u, Bruce
\ 2098 u, Joey Juin-Yuan
) 1844 u, Joseph
\ 1349 u, Michelle
A 783 u, Qian
4 1942 u Stanley
4 1170 u' T.C
/ 1920 u, Xiaoling

479 uang, Amy
C 1753 uang, Samuel C. C.
1 1911 uang, Samuel K.

2033 uang, Steve W
D 1864 uang, Ted
¢ 1744 uang, Wenchao

1361 uang, Wilbur
795 uang, Wilson

r 1732 uang, X. Peter
D 1516 uang, Xiao Dan
1 2487 uang. Yao Xi
r 1782 uang, Yemao
I 2144 uang: Yong
0 1307 uelskamp, Bruce L.
J 1413 Michael G.

J 2166 Adam
1 1454 ugh, Judy

1758 ugh-Sam, Michael A.
7 305 ughes, Shawn
1 1838 ui, William
4 1502 unt, David
4 1664 utchins-Knowles, Brian
4 548 uynh, Andrew
A 1998 uynh, Khanh
4 1664 mil, Minh
A 1182 uynh, Tuan
4 1756 bay, Valentino G.
4 1796 gnacio, Leandro
R 1946 gnazzitto, Sam
1 2052 loh, Tesilimi
A 1669 ntagliata, Paul
1 858 onita, loan
2 1347 rving, Dorothy
A 410 sales, Carlos
A 1339 sales. Carlos
A 1203 Wbor, Temitope

1549 .ablonski, Tomasz
J 1966 ,ackovino, Adam J.
3 1973 .ackson,Bob
R 504 .ackson, Daniel
3 2056 .ackson, Don

A 1569 .ackson, Gary
I 1393 . ackson, Ives Samuel
D 594 .ackson. Marcus

uey,
ugh

AZ 1502 Johnson, Wayne R.
 1143 Jones, Adam

BC 1830 Jones, Bobby D.
VII 1811 Jones, Cody Luther
VY 1590 Jones. David A.

MD 939 Jones, Mark
DC 1685 Jona Travis
FL 1630 Jordan, Ivan
ME 1667 Jordan, Kip
NY 1021 Joy Jr., Rex EE,
NJ 1513 Joyner, Samuel Eugene
NY 1355 Kaddoura, Fadi
FL 1729 Kadin, Rick
CA 873 Kahan, Olga Feingold
CA 1174 Kahan, Stanley
HI 1877 Kahanu Jr, George
IN 1182 Kahn, Carl

IN 1465 Kahn, Eli
MA 1843 Kaiagher, Christopher R
NY 1980 Kaler, Natalie
NJ 1872 Kam, Davis
NY 1760 Kam: Peter

VA 1773 Kaminsky, Barbara
IN 1774 Kamizuru, Yukio
MD 1948 Kan, Heno-Chuan
OH 619 Kaneck, Hannah
OH 1499 Kaneck, Michael
CA 1623 Kanekar, Suresh
KS 1343 Kantor. Vladimir
CA 1032 Karshtedt, Yelena
CA 1423 Kasowski. Leszek
VA 1632 Kasson, Scott
MI 399 Kastman, Justin
MI 1145 Katona, Joe
NH 787 Katrycz, Danny
NH 847 Katrycz, Michael S.
NJ 1716 Kaushal, Anil
NJ 499 Kaushal, Arjun
AL 1983 Kawamoto, Ernesto Ryuki
WA 356 Kawamoto, Stephanie A
CA 2023 Kazantsev, Mikhail
CA 1778 Kazemi, Behnam

TX 1812 Kazuyuki. Ito
DE 1706 Ke, James

CA 1540 Keading, Kent
IN 1505 Keaton, Charles W.
OH 1834 Keep, David J.
DE 899 Kelley, Ross
NH 2086 Kelly, Timothy J.
IN 1686 Kemp: Rodney
TX 1861 Kempa, Gerald
CA 1558 Kendall. David L

NY 1074 Kendall, Gail
MD 1495 Kernel Joel

OH 1522 Keren. Isaac

MN 1860 Kerkow, Greg
OH 1843 Keselmanl Alfred
OK 1706 Kesler, Larry N.
GA 1746 Kessler, Daniel

MO 1538 K3y, Chance
CA 1631 Kiairzad, Kamran
MD 995 Kialafallah, Khaled
CA 1712 Kiasanova, Alina
CA 2093 Kiazaeli, Javid Mohsen
AZ 1476 K el, Bernard
WA 949 Km, Chong-Koo
CA 2098 Km, Don

MI 1537 Km, Sungill
IL 1792 Kng, Al
CA 1210 Kng, Michael
MI 902 K ng, Steven R.
WV 1399 Krby, Bob
OH 1274 Ksh, Andrew Z.

AL 1888 Kssel, Ralph
OH 1877 K zer: John
SC 705 K.auck, Robert

NY 1365 K einhammer, Douglas
NY 2304 K emendorf, Jan
CA 1389 Kols: Levy
MO 1639 K utho Thomas J.
OH 222 Knicely, Hayley

MD 1493
MD 1661
AZ 1871
CA 1567
NJ 1916
NJ 1024
CA 1870
NY 1587
OR 1443
OH 1726
CA 1373
NY 1782
CA 1596
OH 1785
CO 2036
NY 2047
NH 1542

NH 249
VA 1805

CA 2084
OK 1978
OK 1531
AZ 1542
IN 449

OH 1610
IN 1661
CA 1330
WA 1497
AZ 1891
FL 1199
CA 1271
NY 1976
CA 81
FL 697
CA 1769
CA 1322

FL 774
FL 810
IL 2149
CA 1410
FL 1127
TX 2048
NV 1476
MI 2043

NY 1526
AL 1319
NH 1787
TN 1424
TN 607
MD 2026
CA 1739

MN 1072
MN 1181
OH 1492
MN 1067
CA 1347
TX 1588
AZ 1549
AZ 858
CT 2105
TX 1218

CA 1892

KY 2044
NJ 1974

PA 2048

FL 1578
CA 1674
NY 1699
NY 1380
GA 1790
CT 1958
NY 2053
OR 1922
OR 1252

OR 1599
TX 1680
CA 2294
IL 1434
CO 1532
CO 1584
OR 1203

<roner, David FL 1042 Leissering, Michael MA 904 Ly, Uy Thanh ·<ronlage, Yvonne M. IL 1753 Lemieux, Bill IN 2014 Lynch, Jared
<nuahara, Hiroyuki OH 1169 Leslie, Tom IN 1712 Lynch, Jim
<rum, Craia AZ 1845 Leu, Gia IN 1909 Lynch, Jordan 
<uklalds, 13ike NY 2069 Leung, Che-Him PA 1307 Lynn David 1
<ula, Rafael CA 476 Leung, David MO 1087 Lyon, Bill 4
<ukiva, Neil CA 1702 Leung, Stephen MD 468 Ma, Kevin
<umar, Samir CA 1636 Leung, Tim AZ 1646 Ma, Mankit
<ung, Thomas OH 1611 Leventhal, Eric NC 999 MacKenzie, David
<unnathur, Anand S TX 2421 Levi, Idan NY 2083 Mack, Raymond C.
<una, Ray NY 640 Levine, Ben FL 1896 Mader, Olivier
<uplerman, Harold J. IC 986 Levy, Edward VA 2153 Madhavan, Vijay
<uroyama, Don IY 1624 Levy, Michael M. NC 1031 Magitman, Mark
<urz, Gus DA 1328 Lew, Ronald VA 1695 Magner, Tom J.
<useski, Roaer DH 1509 Lewandowicz, Rafal NY 2249 Magnus, O. J.
<uyenov, Arihur L 2364 Lewandowski, Bogdan AZ 1021 Magras, Jane -:
<uzia Sr., Stan vII 1215 Lewis, Bill NY 1409 Maguire, Bill
<uzia, Elizabeth )H 1358 Lewis, Ed GA 974 Mah, Arianne i
<wok. Elaine WY 2346 Lewis, Idi GA 1059 Mah, James
<wok, Sai DH 1926 Lewis, Jeff GA 403 Mah, Justin
<yker, Reed VIE) 386 U Cindy GA 174 Mah, Sheena
<yker, Robert A. 'L 730 Li, Diana FL 1585 Maharaj, Anthony
-acaden, Edwin H NJ 1934 U, Douglas Yi FL 1832 Maisonet Billy
acey, Hope N 1871 U, Gang CA 1195 Maidrakoff, Ivan
acey, Jason VID 1490 Ii, Ginger IL 1915 Mak, Henry Y. i

.acey, Michael 9 540 Li, Jane VA 1164 Makay, Mar ,
-adek, Geora L 1899 U, leon CA 2090 Malek, Auria
.agozzino, William JA 424 Li Linden CA 665 Malek, Maryam
ai, Alex Kwok-Kwai L 2062 U, Qi Cheng NJ 1581 Malench, Mark

_ai, Bik-yin NY 1034 U, Roben PA 1552 Malis, Chris
.akshminarayan, Bala VID 2552 Li, Sunny NJ 1337 Mallows, Colin L.
.alvani, Michael L 1707 Liang, Simon NY 1031 Mandelbaum, Gerard
am. Alexander =L 649 Liang, Tom F OH 1657 Mann, Berndt

_am, Brian <S 1612 Lickey, Roger CA 1978 Mao, Toon Siong
_am, John L AZ 1582 Licos, Cecilio GA 2086 Mar, John
-am, Jonathan NY 1183 Lie, Fung GA 1804 Mar, Philip
.am, Kai )H 1728 Lie, Jan IL 943 Marantz, Cameron
am, Kevin OR 1218 Lien, Wally IN 1877 Marcum, Jerry

-am, Spenser, M. DA 1715 Liew, Tom MN 1674 Margolis, Laurence J.
_am, Tom OK 2260 Ullieroos, Christian OH 1880 Marttelka, Glen

.am, Tommy 1\ 1824 Lim, Johnny S. MI 711 Markus, Daniel
-amb, Howard TN 2072 Lim, Soon Ann NY 1891 Maronian, Andre
-ambert, Howard MO 1769 Um, Wang NY 1763 Maronian, Marc
amse, Paul NJ 1698 Lin, Alan NY 1761 Maronian, Robert

andon, Michael FL 894 Lin, Andrew NV 1565 Marquez, Carlos Daniel
-andry, David NY 782 Lin, Charles NV 804 Marquez, Maria
andsman, Alex M. TX 932 Lin, Hungwen NY 829 Mars, Jack

-ane, Scott NY 1794 Lin, Jung-Pu IN 894 Marshall, Anton

_ane, Shelby CA 1948 Lin, Kenneth S. C. FL 1813 Marshall, David
_ang, Lixin NC 1792 Lin, Lobo IN 742 Marshall, Mikel
.angley, Jim NY 1980 Lin, Pan VA 1861 Marshall, William M.

-angseth, Abraham MD 919 Un. Spencer MA 1113 Martellini, Cliff
.angseth, James CA 1967 Lin, William CA 1414 Martin, Fred J.
_antsman, Boris MI 739 Un, Yansong DE 1145 Martin, Vonulrick Rick
.apic. Dave MN 499 Linck, Anna CA 1430 Mar'linez Fernando

_ara, Tony IL 598 Undley, Bob NJ 2118 Martis, Dylan
-arch, Roland CA 1652 Undol Howard Georae OH 602 MarZU||0, Nick
-arson, Don CA 1456 Linn, Raymond Jianliang MD 436 Maslow, Jed
_arson, Emily MD 1522 Uou, Yeong OH 1003 Masminster, Joseph
-askova,Inna CA 1298 Lipsky, David OH 1976 Mast, Ivan
_atham, Sam OH 1307 Lisboa, William P. OH 630 Mast, Jennifer Mae
-au, Herbert NY 630 Lisova, Yuliya OH 449 Mast, Michael
.au, Paul CA 1682 Liu, Bruce H GA 2473 Masters, Brian

.au, Steve NY 2438 Liul Hui Yuan MD 1986 Masters. Michael
-aughlin, Ken MD 2039 Liul Hui-Lung NH 1079 Mathews, Matt
-aunonen, Matti MD 543 Liu, Liang MD 1713 Matkovic, Paul
_aw, George OR 2130 Liu Mark IN 1132 Matlon, Frank
.aw, Kock-Yee CA 2011 Liu, Renjie CA 1728 Matossian, Samuel
awrence, David WA 1047 Liu, Stan MA 2040 Matsumoto, Hironori

-awson, Messan CA 1858 Liu, Wallace CA 1614 Maung, Tinaung Daniel
.azarev, Michael CA 1936 Liu, William NY 1811 Maxwell, Brian
-azbin, Arkadiy MD 2013 Liu, Xlaoying GA 148 Maxwell, Quinton
.e, Ly Anh NE 2113 Liu, Yi GA 92 May, Alexis
-e, Ly Binh TX 1164 Uvings, David GA 2363 May, Derek J.
-e, Ly Hien CA 1921 Livshin. Bella GA 107 May. Kathleen
-e, Nghia CA 2155 Livshin, Boris GA 1956 May, M. M. Pete
e, Tuan NY 2103 GA 913 May, Patrick
-e, Van Thanh NH 2028 NY 1180 Mayer, Jared
.each, John NJ 1402 Lo Musso, Michael A OK 742 Mayer, Mike
-each, laura WA 1860 Lock, Raymond TX 2230 Mayer, Robert
.eathermani Ken WA 1535 Lock, Rodney TX 903 McAdams, Kenneth
eatherwood. Robert K. FL 1781 Locke. John B. GA 1976 McAfee. Richard

1

Llewellyn, David
Llovd. Kurt

1

2054 .ackson, MorMs OH 1733 Knicely, Jack CO 1805

1686 .acobs, Bany OH 174 Knicely, Lucas OH 1139 .ecture, Mike CA 1888 Loe, Rock KY 1538 McAlister, Jason

1389 .acobs, Laslo MN 524 Knips, Andrew IL 1847 -ee, Chi Wan IL 1587 Loescher, Dick CA 1294 McCabe, Jeffrey

2226 .afar-Ali, Shuja WI 1785 Knuth, Jeffery R MD 1726 -ee, Donald E. PA 1781 Logan, Dick E CA 1596 McCann Sr., Frank DelbeM

624 .agdfeld, Geoff OR 1799 Kobernick, IVIark CA 1394 -ee, Edward GA 543 Long. Justin GA 1321 McCanna, Arthur L
2409 Lan,Ashoo NY 1474 Koch, Jeff H. CA 2127 -ee, Jacqueline KS 948 Long, Walt NH 1451 McCarly, Mike
1932 .ames, David H. MI 683 Koehler, Robby GA 1599 -ee, James FL 718 Look, Raymond MD 1485 McCone, Eric
2208 .ames, Donovan CA 1698 Koh, Chason S. AZ 757 -ee, Jason NJ 1690 Loop. Torn MD 1008 McCone, Gary
692 .ames, Richard PA 1429 Kohul William S. NV 1517 _ee, John J. GA 812 Looper, Carl GA 2260 McCool, Lee
2090 ,ames, William S. MA 1069 Kokotov, Daniel VA 2112 _ee, Jung NM 1523 Lopez, Antonio PA 2091 McCoullum, Henry
1763 .anadri, Bchara IN 1134 Kolb, Ben MO 1840 -ee, Kagin CA 1011 Lopez, Raul TX 1040 McCoy Jr., Billie
2018 .arema, John IN 1197 Kolb, Jeremiah MD 2305 -ee, Richard AZ 1790 Lorene, Mario KS 1455 McDo Kasey 1234 .arrett, Jason IN 1302 Kolb, Ronald NC 1705 -ee, Roddy OH 1524 Lovalenti, Greg CA 1776 McDermott, Don

2063 .avadian, Hrach AZ 993 Kolnik, Lucille CA 1756 -ee, Shelley C MD 299 Low, Ted

1460 .aworowski, Waldemar HI 1343 Komatsu, George MN 1636 -ee, Shu-Fun NJ 728 Lowe, Cheryl SC 1399 McEIveen, Corey
1488 , eanice, Roger NY 2179 Koretsky, Vtaly CA 1992 -ee, Sung-Woo PA 2196 Lowry, Steven MI 1203 McFarland, Daniel
1972 .eflries, Dana Dean NJ 2186 Korte, Meinhard CA 2267 -ee, Terrence K. 1258 Lu. Lin MA 1120 McGee, Travis

1762 ,enkiris, Alvis L, IL 1327 Koscielski, Daniel TX 1926 -ee, Thanh ' 1849 Lu, Shichuan WI 1065 McGivern, Tom

1681 .enkins, Tommy CA 1545 Koshimoto, Hiroshi AZ 992 _ee, Toby 1494 Lucero, Jaime OK 1137 Mcintosh, Dan

1645 .enq, Sean CA 1598 Koshkin. Ilya MD 2118 -ee, Vivian 798 Luck, Benjamin CA 2014 McKinstry, Jim
1454 .erolamon, Chris MN 1911 Kouatli, Omar CA 1712 -ee, Wesley ... 764 Luck, DeAnne CA 1384 McKissock, Gerard Joesph
1624 .ess, David MD 1717 Kovac, Paul MA 1824 _ee, Willie 1437 Luck, Kevin NY 1504 Mclean, Guy
1818 .ett, Jay SC 1704 Kevach, Francis TX 1617 _egris, Chihiro MD 1909 Lui, Patrick Kin Luen MI 1667 Mclean, Keith

1228 .ew, Randy VA 1498 Koyama, Nobuhiko NJ 2024 -ehman, Christopher B. HI 1676 Lum, Bill CA 1153 Mclean, Ray
1965 , oe, Mario PA 1568 Kozak, John PA 1414 -ehman, Jonathan . OR 1034 Lund, Darrel NC 2040 McQueen Jr., James A.

1887 ,ohns, Richard M. AZ 1092 Koziol, Thomas NE 1012 -ehmer, Gar'y ¢ OH 1794 Lund, Justin CA 2148 McQueen, Lloyd :4
1092 .ohnson, Glenn R. SC 1883 Krall, Dan CO 1290 .eibovitz, David VA 1642 Luo, Mingkuang TX 1848 Medcalf, Randall 
1403 .ohnson, Kevin H. NJ 1209 Kramer, Daniel CO 1433 -eibovitz, Ross FL 1317 Luu, Huikai IL 255 Meherally, Alykhan ·i
1846 .ohnson, Sean TX 1863 Kressner, Scott NY 2423 -elbovitz, Tahl FL 1280 Luu, Roger IL 1849 Mehrablan, Alexander ,
1381 .ohnson, Ullie MI 2254 Krishnan, Ananth AZ 1658 -eichter, Morris , TX 1346 Ly, Dennis IL 1847 Mehrabian, Andranik j

OH 1648 Kristofic, Francis FL 593 _eissering, Lu f WA 2034 Ly, Randall R. CA 1213 Meinert, Mel ,

NY

., TX
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Mejia, Raul
Meinik, Ori
Mendez, George M.
Meng, Ming
Menn, Jonathan
Mentash, Ahmed
Mercado, Richard
Meredith, Carl

Merritt, Mark Manning
Metzger, Clifford Le Roy
Meunier, Akmal J.
Meyer, Henry
Meyers, Leroy
Maylakh, Leonid
M 30, William

M <ula, Cyril
M imovka, Alex
M ler 11, Cart C.
M ler, Alan L.
M let Chris
M ler, Dennis

M ler, Gerry
M ler, Greg
M ler, Jason T.
M ler, Joanne
M ler, John R.

M ler, Joyce
M ler, Mark
M ler, Paul

M ler, Samuel
M ler, Thomas B.
M ler, Virgil
M ler, W®am A
M lett Alan

M lett, Richard

M nto, Randall
M ntsiveris, Nick
M ntz, Jerry
M randa, Rudy X
M ron, Eugene
M roni Jan

M shenko, Vyacheslav
M sra, Sanjoa
M tchell, Freil

M tsuyasu, Jiro
M Uner, Nathan

M zer, Douglas
Mobley 111, William H
Modlich, Lisa
Mogilmay, Ruslan
Mohamed. Tahmeed

TX 1842 ' go, Hieu MI 1571 Perez, Ben DC 2145 Reyes Jr. Napoleon F
CA 2294 go, loc Bao NY 2259 Perez, Reynaldo NH 1360 Reynoldsl Kenneth
CA 1882 guyen. Dinh GA 1440 Perkel, David M D 366 Reynolds, Mark
CA 1669 guyen, Hai FL 1424 Perlmutter, Jerome CA 1204 Reynolds, Rick

2 22 2&86 guyen, Kevin K MI 867 Permut, David M D 396 Reynolds, Shaun
guyen, Khoa Dinh NY 95 Perrjcone, Maggrace MD 161 Reynolds, Tyler

CA 1824 guyen, Ky NY 1803 Persaud, Roger A. KS 1427 Rhea, Larry
CA 1349 guyen. Minh Chau AL 1842 Peters, Dr. Ronald W. MI 906 Rich, Ryan
CA 1118 guyen. Minh Thanh AZ 791 Peterson. Diane CA 1614 Richardson, Mel
TX 1571 guyen, Phong MN 865 Peterson, Dorothy NJ 1183 Rikel, Eugene
OR 1829 guyen, Tai NE 1547 Petterson, Jarr'y ME 1542 Ripley. Charles
CA 1996 guyen, Thanh MA 1008 Pfeil, Michael M E 899 Ripleyi Dianna
CA 1724 Quyen. Thinh TX 1927 Phan, Nhan T IL 1373 Ritter. Ben
KY 1873 ichols, Steve CA 1518 Phi, An CA 1910 Ritz, James
NC 1111 ieves, Orlando MI 1638 Philips, Marshall FL 2167 Rivera. Yamil
MD 915 oguchi, Yoshi AZ 1078 Philpott, Clifford FL 1537 Rivero Agete, Mayra
IL 2295 ordby, Mark Andrew CA 757 Phung, Karen TX 628 Rizk, Benjamin
CA 1837 orman, Glyn CA 1266 Phung, Kevin NY 1938 Ro, Kuang-Hsiung
VA 852 orton, Donald F NH 1405 Picard, Dorion H. MN 1898 Robb, John P.
NY 1888 ovak, Ross NH 1588 Pidvyssotski, Dmitri NE 1371 Robbins, Norm
MN 1194 oyes, Jim IL 1894 Pieniazek, Mariusz CA 1771 Roberson, Samuel
FL 1152 tem, Mark NH 1504 Pierce, Mark SD 1077 Roberts Jr., Charles
GA 2112 unes, Thomas WA 1193 Pietranczyk, Rober't J. CA 1263 Roberts, Bobby
MO 980 unn, Christopher PA 916 Pietri David CA 2274 Roberts. Courtney
MO 971 unn, Ralph MI 358 Pietrofesa, Paul CA 2240 Roberts, David
NY 1673 unnally, Christopher R MI 710 Pillen, David NC 2049 Robertshaw, Gregg
AL 1559 unnally, Rusty OR 2073 Ping, Emily FL 1 624 Robertson, Kevin
CA 544 usbaum. Eric OR 1876 Ping, Ken TX 533 Robinson. Jake

MD 2249 yanguile, Origene OR 2021 Ping, Whitney TX 540 Robinson, Seth
NY 1822 Donnell, Jonathan CT 1730 Pinto, Juan C. MI 1161 Robinson, Terry
TN 1791 'Neal, Tracy Allen NY 1402 Pios, Gene VA 1393 Robinson, William
MA 954 'Neil, Kevin AZ 1361 Pioux, Jerome FL 2122 Rodriguez, Hector
NH 903 -'Youna, Andrew PA 1243 Pitsjlos, George FL 791 Rodriguez, Kevin
MI 1065 Oala, Marin PA 2029 Plevinsky, Marvin NC 1649 Roe, Earl
CA 1209 Oasan, Alejandro V. WA 1618 Plistermann, Steffen VA 1233 Roesell. Alex
OK 1335 Cates, Tony OH 1746 Podis, Gar'y IL 520 Rogers, Justin
NJ 2306 Cber, Claudia MN 1033 Podvin, David CA 1418 Rojas, Marco A.
KS 1458 Cbrosov, Vladimir MN 1757 Podvin, Joseph AZ 593 Romero, Reyes
WA 1941 Cchsner, John NY 866 Polinski, Larry AZ 1444 Romig, Gar'y B.
OH 1586 Ofei, Michael OH 1260 Pollack, Mike CA 1201 Ronin. Michael
TX 2124 Ohara, Kazuhiro NY 1659 Pollard, Brian MI 1105 Root, Ronald
PA 997 Okoniewski, Lukas IA 1360 Pollard, Kevin M. CA 1682 Rosales, Laura
NJ 615 Okrainets, Anna MI 1318 Poole, Gene C. CO 1478 Rose. Larry
NJ 1599 Okrainets, Constantin MI 860 Poole, Thomas GA 1860 Rose, Michael
MI 1848 Oladokun, Abayomi NY 1854 Poon, Sik-Kay OH 1760 Rose. Svetlana
OH 596 Oliver, Todd NC 1703 Poore, Brian MI 929 Rosenbaum. Phillip
OH 811 Oliver, Tyler CA 1610 Popa, Calin NC 938 Rosenthal, Aaron
MN 2266 Olson, Brandon G. 1 1654 Popiel, Barbara CA 2142 Rosenzweig, David
NY 1503 Olugbile, Michael CA 1584 Portillo, Christopher PA 1908 Roskos,Ken
CA 1520 On, David CA 1357 Por'tugal, LarrY NC 1640 Ross, Robert
NY 887 Onate, Maurice OH 1587 Posena. Harsivardhan NY 639 Rothman. Barbara J

1-800-547-5891

Players' favorite source
for table tennis supplies

CA 2028 Schneider, John
FL 2015 Schnorf, James Roy
NY 1922 Schoenberg, Stacy
MD 290 Schointuch, Jeff
MD 523 Schointuch, Richard
IL 429 Schreiber, Brian
NC 1616 Schreuders, Gerard
MI 1795 Schroeder, Guenther
MN 480 Schumacher, Dale
FL 1148 Schwartz, A. Jay
IA 1647 Schwarz, Bill
WA 1555 Scott Ill, Dr. Michael
WA 1639 Scott Jr., Dr. Michael J.
NY 1648 Scott, Albert
OR 1935 Scott. James H.
CA 541 Scott, Larry
NY 1724 Seaman, Mike
MI 1399 Sears, James
NY 2122 Sebastian, Gary
IN 2498 Seemiller, Daniel Robert
PA 2337 Seemiller, Randy Lee
CA 1928 Seibel, Allison
CA 1037 Seibel, Jeff
MN 2274 Seidenfeld, Mitchell
DE 2040 Seltensperger, Guy
NJ 1891 Semple, Roger R
WA 1448 Senanayake, Mahinda
NJ 1584 Sental. Craig
IL 414 Serota, Deborah
MD 1567 Seto,Andy
NC 1663 Settle Jr. Donald

Mohammed, Zualfquar MA 1647 Ong, Michael CA 1503 Poteet, Robert NY 899 Rothman. Steven I MA 997 Seymour, Eric
Moiaverian, Parviz CA 1935 Onishi, Seishi KS 1705 Polochnik, John TX 2002 Routeh, Mahin NH 998 Siackett, Robert
Mok,Kent VT 858 Onne, Bob AR 1021 Potter, Ervin MI 872 Rouvelin, Thierry MI 766 Siamery, Ron
Mokaddem, Amine VT 900 Onne, David NC 1453 Powder, Jerry MD 1528 Rozanski, George MI 810 Siamery, Steve
Moler, Donald AL 2019 Onula, Ken NY 1566 Powell, David AZ 942 Rozinov, Roman MD 1816 Siao, Michael
Momios, Evan MD 1756 Onukwufor, Cahibuzo FL 1866 Praaer, Marvin MI 1376 Rozmarek, John NY 2514 Siao. Yu
Monajjed, Nabil CA 1356 00, Zaw TX 1973 Prather, Dennis NV 1886 Rubin, David l. CA 1602 Siapiro, Dennis L
Monk, Alan MD 908 Oppenheimer, Martin GA 1176 Presley, Aldis R FL 1561 Rubin, Henry OH 1796 Slapiro, Malik
Monroe Jr., Harry MN 798 Orescanin, Cory GA 86 Presley, Antoine KS 1346 Rucker. Charles CT 1128 Siapiro, Martin
Montalvo, Ariel KS 1569 Orme, Jason GA 83 Presley, Brandon CA 1861 Ruderman. Leon WA 1192 Slapiro, Mike
Moon, Warren Henry IL 1801 Oros, John GA 82 Presley, Corderio CA 2066 Rudesill, David PA 1661 Sianna, Rakesh
Moore, Edward E. CT 1742 Ort, Valeriv GA 63 Presley, Donnivan C. NY 1638 RuM, Jeffrey CA 1228 Siavilov, Gavil
Morales, Angel NV 1408 Orlegon, Carlos GA 168 Presley, Mcah NY 1498 At,gar, Karen J. IN 859 Sielton, Gary
Mordecai, Edward IL 1509 Osborne, John GA 1169 Presley, Ralph L. CA 1098 Runyan. Trevor MD 754 Sien,Anthony
Morgan, Tony FL 952 Osbun, Mike OK 1684 Price, Ted PA 1626 Russo, Danny MD 1391 Sien, Chien-Chih
Moms, Mark E. TX 2362 Oshodi, Taju CA 1836 Prota, Khosrow Roy MI 909 Russo, Phil NV 1593 Sien, Hui
Moses, Mike WA 1221 Osier, Daniel VA 1906 Provenzano, Tony KS 1552 Ruthven, Les MD 2119 Sien, Jessica
Moses, Rick NY 2056 Osmanoff, Gar'y MD 716 Pruce, Alan CA 2015 Ryan, Bill CA 1418 Sierman, Alex
Moss, Jarrod NY 1990 Osmanov, Roman MA 1512 Prunier, Valer'y AZ 1763 Ryberg, Bob MI 1456 Sierman, Charles R.
Mossbera, Jim AR 1899 Osofisan, Bode NH 1411 Pryce, Doug OH 1889 Rzhavtsev, Kevin OH 1262 Sierman, John F.
Mowa, Venkatesh CA 1279 Ostrowski, David Rl 1886 Przybylko, Rrystian MN 1644 Sabas, Joseph CA 1727 Sierman, Vacim
Moy, Phillip AZ 1285 Oswald, Evan CA 430 Pugh, Erika MN 2040 Sabas, Kristopher J. NY 1498 Sier'wood, Gary
Mozur, Joseph CA 1347 Otsubo, Peggy CA 1326 Puah, Ray GA 620 Sabio, Daniel NY 1040 Siew, Johnlun
Mracek, JiM FL 1526 Ovalle, Alex MD 1492 Pulk, Chris PA 1536 Safabakhsh, Peyman AZ 1859 Sleh. Michael
Mracek, Nancy E. TX 2651 Owens, Eric NC 317 Pyon, Kevin OH 1224 Sajovec, Robert CA 1567 Siieh, Thomas
Mualem, Patrick LA 1638 Owens, Richard GA 272 Qlan, Charles MD 2217 Sakai. David NJ 2069 Siih, Santos
Mueller, Rick FL 2481 Pace, Brian VA 733 Qian, Martin MD 1704 Sakai, Donna DE 1243 Siimaoka, Jay
Muhich, Andy CO 1565 Padoett, Michael OR 1001 Qu, Tiffany NY 1695 Salata, Marty WA 1422 Sin, Yong H
Muhich, Jimmy NC 1456 Pah[ John NY 1374 Quagliariello, Ernest Wl 1502 Salazar, Bart IL 2416 Sliu, Arturo Pang
Muhich, John IL 872 Palm, Mike CA 1517 Quant, Irving TX 1514 Salmeron, Rober't R. MD 905 Sikolnik, Dmitry
Mui, Mike IL 935 Palmer. Kenneth F. GA 1953 Qui, James Jian NH 1382 Salyards, Bob MD 329 Sikolnil, laor
Mullins, Randall M. MD 819 Pan, Alex NY 1723 Rabinovich, Bods M. NC 1147 Sa*ber, Susan CA 2488 Siodhan, Shashin
Mulvaney, Ward B CA 1203 Pancescu, Christian NY 1138 Radoslovich, Luciano NY 1266 Samant, Jay TX 1519 Siope, James
Mundy, Rick PA 2329 Pandit, Sharad OH 1737 Radzeli, Louis NY 1286 Samant, Subhash MO 1209 Siores, John S.
Muninger, Sheldon OH 1778 Panik, Ray D. MD 1459 Rai,Krishmin CA 2294 Samari, Ramin R OK 1910 Siort, James R.
Munroe, Chedy OH 2176 Panno, Phil CA 1049 Raissen, Lauren NJ 1714 Samkoff, Rhoda OH 1072 Siriver, Patrick
Muramoto, Ralph M, CA 1569 Papp Ill,Albell L. PA 755 Raitman, Alan OK 992 Sanchez, Carlene NJ 2106 Sitofmakher, Simon
Muriph, Arthur KS 1552 Paretsky, Jonathan IL 1902 Rakic, Predrag FL 1484 Sanders, Bob AZ 1657 Sitorper, Felix
Murray, Walter V. CA 1599 Paris-Salb, lan RI 2011 Raky, Haig FL 1696 Sanders, Suzanna AZ 1588 Siui. Yujie
Muttezani, Skender WA 1340 Parkins, Tyra Diane PA 2354 Ramanathan, Srinivasan NJ 858 Santiago, Miguel IL 1728 Saw, George
Musa, Atanda Ganiyu CA 1026 Parrish. Kathy CA 1676 Ramirez, Michael IL 1614 Santucci. Jim TX 894 S egel, Bert
Mussawir, Don CA 1388 Partridge, Rober't C. CA 1180 Randall, Peter PA 2022 Saperstein, Robert NY 1727 Serra, Jaime
Myers, Neil IL 2310 Pashuku, Paul Victor NC 1099 Rannow, Robert L. MD 1761 Saubier. Leo F. CA 1998 S Iberman, Allen
Myers, Vernon NV 1499 Passmonick, Robert OH 1655 Rapoport, Daniil CA 1305 Saunders, Brent NY 591 S Iver, Jason
Nadmichettu, Raghu AL 1906 Patton Jr., Charles Richard CA 512 Rastegar, Navid CA 1853 Savitz, Bernard CO 1732 Slver, Norman H.
Nadmichettu, Ram NC 1573 Paul, Douolas A MD 1762 Ratner, Mark J. FL 1744 Sawyer, Matt FL 506 S Iveright David
Najarian, Don CA 183 Payares, 5eth TX 2055 Rautis, James A. CA 1803 Saxon, Allan CA 1893 S mon, Lena
Nakamoto, Calvin TX 1582 Payne, Robert CA 1653 Raymond, Jim OR 1324 Sayre, Les IL 827 S mon. Zack
Nauyalis, David NH 1130 Pelissier, Don MT 1829 Redekopp, Dallas WI 1653 Scanlan, Thomas N. FL 1249 S mons, Carl
Nazar, Naved WI 1146 Pelly, Brian AZ 1820 Redman, Greg FL 1883 Scarlett, Terrence MD 527 S mons, Jason
Nazarbechian, Tomas FL 1967 Pellumb, Haka TN 2024 Reed, Barney David NY 1595 Schaeffer, Bemarr IL 2080 S movic, Marlana Maya
Needham, Winston NY 1579 Peishe, Andy GA 2433 Reed, Barney J. CA 1872 Schaffner, Mark FL 1735 S mpson, Daniese
Neely, Bill MA 901 Pendleton, Rodney MI 2473 Reed, Jasna NV 1387 Schauer, Franz FL 1603 S ng, Carlos Orlando Tang
Nelson, David L. TX 310 Penell, Colette AR 1523 Reed, Thomas A. MI 1335 Scieipnec George SC 1830 S ngleton, Gerald
Nestor, Michael NY 1367 Penell, Leon S PA 2013 Reid, Gerald AZ 1536 Schiele, Bernhard CA 1742 S queiros, Adrian
Newman, Alan KY 1619 Peng, Jayson CA 1731 Reising, Bob OH 2154 Schlabach Jr., Roy CA 1614 S queiros, Antonio
Newman, Larry GA 2436 Peng, Xin NY 2028 Reisman, Marty DC 1211 Schlager, Gar'y CA 1574 S quelros, Gustavo
Newton, Curt FL 1783 Penny, Eric NY 916 Reiter, Fred WI 1556 Schlegel, John CA 1297 S queiros, Pablo
Ng, Evan MI 1983 Peradotto, Dave OR 1099 Reithoter, Hans NY 1392 Schmidl, Werner W. CA 1692 S sonnout, Pon
Ng, James Wl 1668 Pereorine, dick NV 2113 CA 2319 Schmidt, Avishy CA 1718 S strunk, Thomas Lee
Ngai, Winston IL 1449 PereIMuter, Joe KS 1516 IN 1734 Schmucker, Philip NY 1254 Scangalis, Anris

t

Remenvi, Frank
RempeL Gregg
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MI 2080 Sweeris, Dell Ar'thur CA 2238 Valencia, Jun GA 1243 W ieeler, Harold MD 719 Xing, Yichen
MD 2631 Sweeris, Todd CA 1689 Valenzuela, Corazon B. MI 346 Wiisnant, Eric NY 1859 Xu, Ming
PA 677 Syber'I, Paul FL 1560 Valliant, Frank OH 1591 Wine ll, Philip C. MD 1898 Xu, Roger

'(* 'L 1982 Szeto, Gene Hal AZ 1221 Van Der Schy#,Al MA 1771 Wiile, Garry MD 764 Xu,Rong

CA 2049 Szpakiewicz, Marek MI 1959 Van Eizenga. James M. MI 921 Wte. James MI 2330 Xu, Xuan Steve

CA 1466 Szymanska, Marzena TX 1940 Van Vooren, D.G. AZ 1047 Wiitely, John MD 1426 Xu, Yao

IL 1760 -afel, Craig MD 1536 VanDusen, Phil NC 1503 Wiltfield, Roscoe OH 334 Xue, Harrison
SC 2019 -ali, Alexandre MD 941 VanWrioht, William CA 1764 Wckerd, Gayle IL 1619 Xue, Pin
CA 1969 -akahashi. Yutaka IA 1273 Vande#iele, David TX 1613 W 3derhold, Gary Milton GA 1807 Yadgarov, Alex
NY 1758 -alley, Jonathan NV 1451 Vanderhorst, Rick NY 1602 W I ams, Amos GA 385 Yadgarov, Arkadiy
FL 1551 - WV 1301 Vanoster, Dan VA 1688 W lams, Charles A. NE 2107 Yanai, Masaaki
CA 1986 - CA 1529 Varady, Alex MD 1723 W I ams, Dave NV 1732 Yang, Hang
IL 2071 -am, Phillip NV 2042 Varela, Steve VA 1202 W I ams, George NV 982 Yang, Jack Meilong
NY 1802 -an, Carl OH 1604 Varian, Don OH 1567 W lams, George Chris. GA 1815 Yang, Sheng1-800-547-5891
CA 1383 -ang. Stephen ME 1149 Varney, Richard GA 1851 W lams, James OR 2297 Yang, Simone
PA 2146 -anzer, Joseph NY 2142 Vasquez, Santo MI 1701 W lams, Jeff MD 1694 Yang, Yuan

Players' favorite source VA 1854 -ao. Jing Yang PA 1648 Vastine, Donald MD 1197 W I ams, Jim CA 1999 Yao, Jason
for table tennis supplies NY 1577 -apia, Patricio MI 1918 Vaysman, Roman GA 112 W lams, Kamau NY 1832 Yau, Anthony

KS 1545 -aplin, George Earl NC 1848 Vazquez, Martin MI 460 W lams. MAtt AR 1339 Ye, Weimin Wilson

AZ 1972 -arkowski,Jim FL 596 Veal, Mikey OH 646 W I ams, Matt CT 1734 Yee, David
4 1524 Skrbec, Karol CO 1784 -arter, Mike FL 977 Veal. Tom MI 760 W I ams, Norman NY 1803 Yee, Mario

I 1979 Skrzypek, Dave MD 1501 -atusov, Alex WA 1376 Veatch, Thomas FL 495 W I ams. Raven CT 1667 Yee, Steve

-1 1716 Slaback, Eric MD 1605 -atusov, Mike MI 2322 Veillette, Michael CA 1117 W I ams, Richard A. TX 1872 Yeh, Eric I-Ching

4 1818 Slaback, Steve OH 1236 -aylor, Jimmy MI 1430 Willette, Steve NC 1254 W lams, Timothy J CA 2043 Yeh, Thomas

C 1593 Smith, Bill MN 1348 -ebben, Marshall TX 1795 Vela, Martin MD 1494 W Is, Raymond CA 1832 Yelenskjy, Zinoviy
A 1943 Smith, Douglas IN 1899 -eegarden, Craig NJ 1124 Venkatram. Chitra MD 1620 W Is, Reginald MI 1821 Yelian, 1-rank

A 1671 Smith, Elbert NH 187 -enn, Sylvia NJ 735 Verma, Rajat GA 1178 W son, Gene MI 1972 Yeotis, Dean Thomas
A 1599 Smith, Justin CA 1152 -entor, John NJ 924 Verma, Ravi OH 1083 W son, Kenneth A- IL 1968 Yeung, Daniel

1913 Smith, Lynwood J. MD 1384 -erao, Michael CA 1712 Vet Jimmy OH 1228 W son, Mark A. CA 388 Yeung, John

4 1597 Smith, Robert J. CA 1073 -errace, Richard AZ 1827 Villa Maro, Cesar NC 1649 W son, Roy MD 1699 Yeung, Victor
3 1191 Smith, Scott FL 1530 -erranova. Terese TX 1368 Villarreal. Arturo IN 1626 W son, Sharlene Krizman NY 201 Yi: John
4 1701 TN 2334 -ey, Tai Long NC 1670 Vincent, Clyde CA 1441 W son, Wes KS 1544 Yi, Xi
1 1654 WA 1111 -hach, Lee IL 1370 Virani. Hussain KS 1224 W ng, Gary W. CA 218 Yick, Jessica

4 1587 Smyth, Cornelius E. OR 1221 -han. Khoi Duc CT 2304 Virgo, Ernest AZ 1599 W nkler, Len CA 1652 Yick, Joseph

D 1263 Sng, Zachary CA 2111 -herriault, James NJ 1098 Virtudazo, Dennis AZ 1891 W nkler, Matt NJ 2388 Yip, Lily
1 1624 Snider, Nick OK 1454 -heuber, Dan CO 2021 Vizelman, Alex NM 1927 W ntrich, Thomas Charles OH 1787 Yoder, Jeremy

0 1802 Sokol, Stanley W. MA 1504 -hew, Robed CA 2109 Vo, Quang Duy IL 1479 W sniewski, Jacek OH 1776 Yoshikawa, Fumio
E la Soles, Michael NJ 1430 -homas. E. Lloyd PA 1873 Vo, Tho NJ 1351 W sniewski. Vincent OH 1245 Yoshikawa, Yasuyo Sue

2224 Solis, Engelbert FL 1314 -homas, Justin NY 1926 Vogel, Bill MN 1647 W tz, Lawrence E. OH 1860 Yost, Paul
A 1101 Solis, Manny I. OK 1612 -homas, Paul IL 1484 Voice. Edward E. MN 1953 Wtz. Leonard Edward OH 1919 Yost, Thomas

A 2085 Solomon, Christian IA 1244 -hompson. Dan CA 1979 VonSchimmelmann, Ron NY 1799 Wojteczko. Adam NY 1878 Young, Donald A.

ddle pa/4

am, Gary
am, K. Wing

Smith, Teddy J
Smithey, John

1295 Sommer, Thelma Tybie FL 1857 -hompsonl Delroy WA 1659 Voronin, Alex
878 Sonik, Rajan NJ 1146 -hompson, Marcia MD 1043 Vos, John G.
1724 Soo, Lou MD 1666 -hompson, Marshall TX 1178 Vu, Chuong V
1210 Siangler, John NC 553 -hompson. Stefan CA 1648 Vu, Howard

1363 Soaven, Codney CA 130 -homson, Louis TX 1701 Vu. Than Hoang
1767 Siellman, Dennis M. CA 355 -homson, Mark MI 749 Wagner, Michael
1555 Siencer, James MD 1748 -horen, Stephen WI 1428 Waldron, Simon
2068 Siencer,Ronald MD 1841 -home, Oliver J. PA 2042 Walk. Daniel H.

1001 Sjlker, Ashley VA 682 lan, Rubin PA 2101 Walk. Michael

1616 Soilker, Sandy FL 708 -Tedebera, Henv E. CO 1719 Walker, Stephen Howard
1090 Spirescu, loan GA 49 lekert, Ronald 8. NY 1099 Walsh, Greg
1744 Spitzer, Robert CA 1640 -ifui. Doru CO 1504 Walsh, Timothy W.
1014 Splistiser, Henry CT 1544 -inyszin. Roman CO 1526 Walsh, William James
1251 Solistiser, Jo A. OH 2010 -ith, Kosal GA 136 Walton, Curtis
439 Soringer, John OR 598 -itrud, Amy Joy IL 1603 Waliz, Jim
1774 S)Anger, Matt OR 1684 -itrud, Tim IL 1212 Walk, Mat
288 S)finger, Rachel OR 744 -itrud, Tony AZ 1442 Wambold, Glenn
1651 S)ry, Bill NY 1578 -om, Gene K AZ 2063 Wampler, Mark Robert
1821 Sluires. Michael MI 714 -omas, Troy VA 1723 Wang, Chao
1637 S .John, Mark A. MO 1793 -ompson, Dr. R chard G. NY 1949 Wang, Daniel
2012 S adelman. Ralph L. MD 1418 -org. Meu-Chang IN 1230 Wang, Fred
893 Saehlin Jr.,Martin E OH 1471 -onkovich, Joe CA 1630
1881 S amp, Eric CA 1320 -orosyan. Yervand TX 2169
1030 S anton. Luke MD 555 -orres, Carmen-Rosa NY 1735 Wang, Jin
1301 S app, Paul R FL 674 -orres, Lindsay GA 1135 Wang, Larry
1723 S arsiak, Stan FL 822 -orres. Stefli NY 2251 Wang. Li Jun
1627 S eblev, Anton CA 1016 -oumasyan, Manin WA 1985 Wang, Michael Boye
1612 S echenberg Leon GA 1271 -ownsend, Willjam MD 1439 Wang. Min-Hui
1849 S eidley, Dale NY 2351 -ran, De PA 1846 Wang, Qi Quan
2109 S eif, Jeff Edward CA 1957 -ran, Joe NJ 752 Wang, Roger
824 Seins, Ernest MI 1459 -ravis. Gary NJ 1718 Wang, Shanxing
849 S elten, Mike CO 1678 -ravis, Terry TX 1532 Wang, Walter
1709 S engele, James CA 1926 -rinidad, Ferdinand VA 832 Wang, William
1384 S ephenson, Dennis AA 197 -ripodi, Hannah CT 1678 Wang, Xiaodi
1776 S erling, David L FL 2049 -riumph, Clyde MA 2114 Wang, Yin
530 S evens, Kyle NY 1131 -rot mov, Demitriy NV 1062 Wang, Yizhe
1119 S evenson, William NY 688 -rofimov, Olea CA 1771 Wang, Yuan Xi
647 S ewart, Nathan NV 1486 -roppmann, Ator MI 1473 Ward, Michael
737 S ewart, Reginald OH 1324 -rost, Kenneth W NY 1266 Wartski,Jerry
1662 S ewar't, Sidney IL 2184 -roung, Daniel C. CT 1136 Washington, Basil
1376 S ockhausen, Derrick OH 1804 -royer, Eli IL 405 Wasielewski, Lisa
1810 S ogner, J. Duke IN 2226 -royer, Nate IL 1928 Wasielewski, Wayne
1966 S oodley, Stanley AZ 1934 -rudell Robed MD 80 Water, Tasha

1399 S or'y, Jim MN 2281 -ruelson, Thor J. MD 1897 Waters, Julian

1024 Soul, Ann MD 1993 -rumbore, Merr W. MD 2058 Watts, Edward J.
1969 Soul, David NE 1266 -rumper, Roger OH 920 Waugh, Danny
865 S out, Elliott CA 1009 -mona, Lap MI 1505 Weatherly, Phmp
1149 S rassburaer, Gus MD 1876 -sai, *en-Hsin IN 1824 Weber, Mark Ben
1768 S rong, \%liam R. WA 974 -sang Steven CA 2087 Wedret, Mark
2273 S ruth, Aaron CA 2182 -say. Wen-Jiunn AR 2147 Wee, Hui Kil

1317 S urtevant, Mike FL 1512 -ung, Dick VA 716 Weeks, Celus F,
1349 S ux, Arnold CA 1610 -upas. Edde MD 1297 Wegner, Kent
2558 Subonj, Viitorian NC 1599 -urchi, Peter MD 1024 Wegner, Richard
1749 Suen, Edmund CA 1426 -umer. Gregory VA 1070 Wegner, Steven
1777 Suen, Edward AZ 337 -umer, Jermaine MD 727 Wei, Barbara
2129 Suio, Ozled OK 1580 -umer, Jim VA 1228 Weille. Hunter

1885 Sullivan Jr., Clifford D. CA 2232 -yan, Anzhelika AZ 983 Weinberger, Arnold
1296 Sullivan, Sean AZ 1012 Udenberg,Joel Fl 1052 Weinstein, lan
1524 Sumeri, Alex GA 542 Ufot, Edima MI 1097 Weir, Arthur L.

1720 Sumner, Lee CA 2133 Umel Jr., David IA 1176 Wells, Kriss
2045 Sun, James CA 2113 Urnel, David CA 1424 Wen, Christopher
1997 Sun, Wade CA 1733 Umel, Priscilla KS 1632 Wendt, Jim
654 Sundel Adam FL 1299 Umlaut, Mark MD 1082 Weng, Yih-Shyong
1441 Sundel, Martin IL 1380 Uno, Mitsunori DC 1860 Wessel, Guenther
2324 Sung, Virginia Wei-NI CA 1029 Uong, Thuan PA 1353 West, Rebecca
1696 Surant Frank CA 259 Vad, Ardey PA 2238 Wetzler, Join Mark
1283 Sussman, Aaron CA 485 Vad, B.J. PA 1362 Wetzler, Nicholas
1511 Swain. Henry Tyler FL 1397 Valarezo, Erick PA 1522 Wetzter, Warren
2044 Swanson, Brent CA 1848 Valdoria, Rodel ME 905 Weymouth, Brett H.

Wang, George
Wang, Jia Chen David

PA 1234 Wolf, Paul FL 1980 Young, Jeffrey E.
OH 1498 Wolff, Carlo CA 1297 Young, Peter
IL 2294 Wolski, Wojciech PA 1344 Young, Robert A.
IL 1826 Wong. Albert CA 2087 Young, Terry
WA 1063 Wong, Amy CA 1465 Yu, trederick
OH 1460 Wong, Chen S, UT 1897 Yu, Jordan

MA 1209 Wong, David NJ 1717 Yu, Ke
NY 1841 Wong, Doon TX 1480 Yu, Lei
CA 233 Wong, Eric MI 1380 Zaiss, David A
OR 1903 Wong, Peter Y, CA 2334

IL 1927 Wong, Philip FL 1608
FL 757 Wong, Philip NY 1405 Zaiesskaya, Tatyana
HI '856 Wong, Ted IL 330 Zalutsky, Jake
CA 1318 Wong. Walter CA 1988 Zamfir, lonut

CA 1674 Wong, Wilfred CA 2159 Zavala, Olmo

MI 1716 Wood, Ward Wayne FL 1606 Zeller, Carlos
OH 317 Wooden, Matt CA 1654 Zelms, Ted

I\IE 1008 Woods, Scott CA 1773 Zhang, Hong-Zhong
HI 1574 Woollard, Timothy A CA 1778 Zhang, Kevin
AR 738 Worthy, Essau NJ 1042 Zhang, Lucy
PA 1321 Wray, Laverne WI 2022 Zhang. Ming
NC 1565 Wright, Everette DE 2038 Zhang, Wei
CA 1809 Wright. Richard AR 484 Zhang, Xin
AZ 1296 Wright, Tim IL 1829 Zhang, Zenge
WI 1424 Wruck, Douglas MI 2036 Zhao, Fangyi
CA 1739 Wu, Chingrey Jerry IL 1886 Zhao, Junduo
FL 993 Wu, Daniel AZ 1758 Zhao, Pincheng
MD 1549 Wu, Jason OH 848 Zheng, Le
MD 1860 Wu, Katherine TX 2172 Zheng, Pei Pei
CA 1877 Wu. Nan FL 1165 Zheng, Sarah
MD 553 Wu, Rita OH 1802 Zhong, Ming
CO 1471 Wu, Sam MD 1914 Zhong, Wayne Shaobin
WA 1984 Wu. Victor MD 1692 Zhu, Zicheng
MI 1342 Wulbrecht, Robert NJ 2696 Zhuang, David Yong-Xiang
OH 1188 Wyant, Bill IL 840 Zlegler Doug
FL 805 Xia, Meilian NY 598 Zimmer, Gregory
MD 2242 Xiao, Han NY 821 Zimmer, Henry

KS 1593 Xiao, Laura NJ 443 Zimmerman, David
IL 2068 Xiao. Yueming OH 1778 Zimmerman, James W.
KS 2152 Xiao, Yufei CA 1974 Zuo. Lin

NJ 1169 Xie, Chen IL 763 Zurek, Robert
NE 1083 Xing, Yan

i#*121....
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..'»me,4,194*.

Join USATT and get a free dog? USATT is going to

the dogs? Brownie, USA #1 ranked canine? Doggone

it, there are just too many possible captions ....

Zaiac, Peter
Zakrgjsek Ray

121#Brown

4
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UPCOMING..
..

SA TABLE TENNIS TOURNAMENTS i
....................................................................

May 27-28 - Golden State Open, Walnut Creek, June 24-25 - California State Open, Santa Monica, September 2-3 - Smack-N-Pack Team Tourna-
CA. Contact: Phil Schafer, 3904 Bellwood Dr.,  ' CA. Contact: Jo Kidd 20432 Elkwood St. ment. Billings. MI Contact: Romona Doll. 1256
Concord. CA 94519. Phone: 925-689-7463. Winnetka, CA 91306 Phone 818-700-0948, ** Reece, Billings, MT 59105. Phone: 406-255-5210
philip.schafer@mciworld.com ** londoll@imt.net *·*luty 5-9 - U. S. Open/ITTF Pro Tour, Fort

May 27-28 - St. Joseph '14:iley Open. Notre Dame, Lauderdale, FL. Contact: USA Table Tennis, One September 9 - Sunbelt Team Round Robin,
IN. Contact: Dan Seemiller, 301 W. Front St„ P.O. , Olympic Plaza, Colorado Springs, CO 80909.
Box 608. New Carlisle, IN 46552. Phone: 219-654- Phone: 719-578-4583. usatt4@iex.net ***** Houston. TX. Contact: Roberto Byles 4997 W

Bellfort, Houston, TX 77053.
7476 ****

34 july 8 - Sports Fitness Player Series. Ckmmons, Rblves@houstontte.com **

june 1-4 - Meiklejohn National Seniors (Over 40)
Laguna Woods, CA. Contact: Olga Feingold-Kahan,
4008 Calle Sonora, Apt. 28. Laguna Woods. CA
92653. Phone: 949-454-2495. ****

June 3 - Sports Fitness Player Series, Clemmons.
NC. Contact: Danny Hill. 3 Twin Brook Dr..
Clemmons. NC 27012. Phone: 336-764-0010.

dhilltt@aol.com

June 3 - 2000 Pensacola Spring Open, Pensacola,
FL. Contact: Steve Sebastian 6495 Hermitage Dr.
Pensacola. Fl 32504. Phone 850-478-0336.

Ssebastian@mindspring.com *

June 10-11 - Maryland June Circuit, Eldersburg

MD. Contact: Yvonne Kronlage. 14160 Forsythe
Rd., Sykesville, MD 21784. Phone: 410-489-7291,

June 10-11 - S77'C June 2000, Plainview. NY.

Contact: Michael Lalvani. 960 Round Swamp Road,
Old Bethpage, NY 11804. Phone: 516-349-9192.
Michael@spintechnologies.com ·** 1

June 10 - Austin Open, Austin, TX. Contact: John
R. Miller, 13102 Briar Hollow Dr., Austin, TX
78729. Phone: 512-258-3731.

john@balconessoftware.com *

June 10 - High Desert Invitationat, Victorville,
CA. Contact: Blake Hoaard 15037 Stafford Ave,

Adelanto, CA 92301. Phome 760-962-8846.
Blakekibo@Iwon.com **

June 17-18 - MDTTC June Open, Gaithersburg,
MD. Contact: Wei Xiao, 1876 i-Q Frederick Rd.,
Gaithersburg, MI) 20879. Phone: 202-927-1958. *

June 23-25 - Golden Gate Open on the North
American Tour, San Francisco. CA. Contact:

Richard Lee, P.O. Box 59451, Potomac, MD.
20859-9451. Phone: 410-366-6547.

na tour@hotmail com ****

June 24 - HTTA Open, Houston. TX. Contact
Roberto Byles. 4997 W. Bellfort, Houston, TX

' 77053. Phone 713-721-7529.
Rbvles@houstonttc.com **

June 14 - Maryland June Circuit Teams,
Eldersburg, MD. Contact: Yvonne Kronlage. 14160
Forsythe Rd., Sykesville, MD 21784. Phone: 410-
489-7291.

 June 24-25 - Hoosier State Games. State
Fairgrounds, Indianapolis. IN. Contact Richal

' Hicks, 301 N. Kitley Ave. Indianopolis, IN 4{
l Phone: 317-351-8155(W) or 317-35301698

June 24 - 25 - Seattle Open, Boeing Oxbow
 Recreation Center, Seattle. WA. Contact: Dai

Sie. 15902 SE 48'h Dr., Bellevue, WA 98006.

L Dsie@microsoft.com ***

4 NC. Contact: Danny Hill. 3 Twin Brook Dr.,
Clemmons. NC 27012. Phone: 336-764-0010.

dhilltt@aol.com.

July 8-9 - Maryland July Circuit. Elden;burg,
MD. Contact: Yvonne Kronlage. 14160 Forsythe
Rd., Sykesville, MD 21784. Phone: 410-489-7291.

July 15 - Bay State Games, Cambridge. MA.
Contact: David Marcus. 25 Beacon St. Apt. 16
Somerville. MA 02143. Phone 781-205-7185,

Davidmarcus@rcm.com

A July 22 - Maryland July Circuit Teams.
Eldersburg, MD. Contact: Yvonne Kronlage, 14160
Forsythe Rd., Sykesville, MD 21784. Phone: 410-
489-7291.

July 28-30 - Matthew Murad Memorial Open on

the NA Tour, Landover, MD. Contact: Richard Lee,
RO. Box 59451, Potomac. MD. 20859-9451. Phone:
410-366-6547. na tour@hotmail.com ****

 July 29 - Waco 2000 Summer Round Robin. Waco,
 TX. Contact: Grady Gordon. 4712 Westchester
- Drive, Waco. TX 76710. Phone: 254-772-2838.

Gcgordon@texasinternet.com *

July 29 - Ann Van Vooren Round Robin, Houston,
TX. Contact: Roberto Byles. 4997 W Bellfort,
Houston, TX 77053. Phone 713-721-721-7529.

Rbyles@houstonttc.com *

August 5 - Sports Fitness Player Series.
Clemmons, NC. Contact: Danny Hill, 3 Twin Brook
Dr.. Clemmons. NC 270 I 2. Phone: 336-764-0010.

dhilltt@aol.com

J August 5-6 - St. Louis Gateway Open, Webster
Grove. MO. Contact: George Conlee. 1151 N
Dickson St., St. Louis, MO 63122. Phone: 314-822-
4627, **

August 12-13 - Maryland August Circuit,
Eldersburg, MD. Contact: Yvonne Kronlage, 14160
Forsythe Rd.. Sykesville. MD 21784. Phone: 410-
489-7291.

August 18-20 - Mid-Atlantic Open on the North
American Tour, College Park. MD. Contact:
Richard Lee, P.O. Box 59451. Potomac. MD.
20859-9451. Phone: 410-366-6547.

na tour@hotmail.coin ****

4 August 26 - Maryland August Circuit Teams.
- Eldersburg. MD. Contact: Yvonne Kronlage, 14160

Forsythe Rd.. Sykesville, MD 21784. Phone: 410-
489-7291.

August 26-27 - Florida State Closed, Orlando, FL.

Contact: Olga Soltesz 1739 Shady Ridge Ct.,
Orlando. FL 32807. Phone 407-830-4009 **

September 2 - Sports Fitness Player Series,
Clemmons, NC. Contact: Danny Hill. 3 Twin Brook
Dr.. Clemmons. NC 27012. Phone: 336-764-0010.
dhilltt@aol.com

·d

5219.

liel

September 9-10 - Ralph Robinson Memoria4
Waltham. MA. Contact: Lim Ming Chui 65f Main

- St., Waltham, MA 02451. Phone 781-981-0651 or
781-862-1551.

September 9-10 - Maryland September Circuit,
Eldersburg, MD. Contact: Yvonne Kronlage, 14160
Forsythe Rd., Sykesville, MD 21784. Phone: 410-
489-7291.

September 16-17 - Lake Ifavasu Open, Lake 1
Havasu, AZ. Contact: John Ballard, 1275 Bombay
Ln.. Lake Havasu City, AZ 86404. Phone: 520453-
8638. **

September 23 - Maoland September Circuit 1
Teams, Eldersburg. MD. Contact: Yvonne Kronlag¢;

14160 Forsythe Rd., Sykesville, MD 21784. 1410-489-7291.

September 29 - Western Open on the North ,
Ame,ican Tour, Sacramento, CA. Contact: Richard

Lee, RO. Box 59451, Potomac, MD. 20859-9451. 0
Phone: 410-366-6547. na tour@hotmail. com 
****

October 7 - Sports Fitness Player Series.
Clemmons, NC. Contact: Danny Hill. 3 Twin Broo12

Dr., Clemmons, NC 27012. Phone: 336-764-0010. 
dhilitt@aol.com

' October 1 -8 - MDTTC October Open,

Gaithersburg, MD. Contact: Wei Xiao, 18761-Q 

Frederick Rd., Gaithersburg, MD 20879. Phone: 202-927-1958. *

October 14-15 - 15th Annual Bernard Hock Open,

New Albany, IN. Contact: Richard Riley, Riley il

Ridge Rd., Lanesville, IN 47136. Phone: 812-952- 
3826. **

October 14-15 - Maoland October Circuit, 
Eldersburg, MD. Contact: Yvonne Kronlage, 14160

 Forsythe Rd., Sykesville, MD 21784. Phone: 410-
I.489-7291.

 October 21-22 - Di-Cio Open Fall Double RR,
l Richland, WA. Contact: Kirby Parker. 2304
1 Snohomish Ave., Richland, WA 99352. Phone: 509-
375-1587. slvrfox@owt.com *

October 26-29 - North American Corporate 
¢ Games, West Palm Beach. FL. Contact: North '

American Corporate Games. 5840 Corporate Way, 1

' Suite 250, West Palm Beach, FL 33407-2040,561- 
] 616-1999, info@nacorpgames.com

< October 28 - Maryland October Circuit Teams, 1
Eldersburg, MD. Contact: Yvonne Kronlage, 14160

. Forsythe Rd., Sykesville, MD 21784. Phone: 410- ,
6489-7291. _ . - .--·-a,+ .06-0--- - .,/
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By Steve Slabach and Larry Hodges %/Butterfly®

'he first Buckeye Open, sponsored byMacy Block (with Berndt Mann
sponsoring the hardbat open) came
off as a success - and these words

come from Hodges, not Director Slaback! Best
of all were the playing conditions. The venue,
at Ohio State University, provided the players

with ideal, if cozy, playing conditions.
210 players competed in 26 events on 30

tables with playing conditions that were "...the
best playing conditions ever," according to Wally
Green, NY, who took advantage of the situation
by winning Under 1900 Hardbat and making the

1875 Final (split with Eric Yeh, TX).
But the one who eyed the most bucks at

the Buckeye Open was Khoa Nguyen, who
dazzled the crowd with his athletic looping style
and pure power in showing us how the game
should be played (with apologies to hardbat!).
The soft-spoken Californian was getting tourna-
ment tough for the upcoming Olympic Trials, and
tough he was. After breezing his way to the semi-
finals, he faced his first real challenge in Barney
J. Reed, GA. Barney won the first. 21-19. and

led 19-18 in the second. Khoa got an edge to tie

it at 19-all, and won the game, 21-19. He won
the next two games relatively easily, at 16 & 15
- but if he'd lost that second game, you might be
reading a different story here.

On the other side, Atanda Musa, NY, was

waltzing his way into the finals without com-
ing close to losing a game. Some readers may

remember Musa during the 1980s, when he and

the Skypower team from Nigeria won the U.S.

Open Team Championships several times.
Well, he's now living in New York, is over 40,
and is still rated over 2600. The 10-time Nige-
rian Champion was once ranked #18 in the
world, easily the best African player in decades,
if not ever. Like Khoa, he plays a looping game,

but while Khoa both loops and hits the back-

hand, Musa is known for his ferocious back-

hand loop. He also uses an extreme version of
the shakehands grip, with his finger nearly

down the middle when looping the forehand.
He moves his finger around while playing, pre-
sumably lowering it for backhands.

However, the Musa of yesteryear was not
in evidence in the first two games of the final
as Khoa locked them up at 10 & 13. As the
match continued, the rallies became more ac-

robatic, and soon we could see the Musa in his

20s as he won game three, 21-18. The fourth

was also a battle, but this Musa, possibly more
acrobatic then anyone else here, still wasn't the
looping and counter looping machine of the
1980s as Khoa won the match, 10,13,-18,15.

Khoa also teamed with Razvan Cretu, TX, to

win Open Doubles over Mark Hazinski, IN,
and Randy Seemiller, PA.

It was youth day in the higher rating events
as 6' 1" 14-year-old Mark Hazinski towered over

the Under 2500 field, 13-year-old Han Xiao, MD,

weighing in at 95 pounds, overpowered the Un-
der 2375 field, and 18-year-old Lee McCool, GA,
turned on the heat in the Under 2250 field, as

well as making the Under 2375 final.
Although Director Steve Slaback, Assis-

tant Director Charles Hill and advisor Dan

Seemiller had planned the event months in ad-
vance, it was almost called off at the last minute

due to an inappropriate disparaging remark
made by the Director about a local TT club on
a cover memo of the tournament application.

Thankfully, the Director apologized for the dis-

paraging remark; and normalcy was restored.
It's amazing what a humble apology can do.

There were unusual tournament mo-

ments. Not just from John Tannehill, OH, 10-

"...the best playing

conditions ever."

-Wally Green

cal homeboy and 'IT diplomat from another era,
winner of the anticlimactic hardbat open against

that veteran of so many hardbat matches, the

wily Don Brazzel. MI, who just pulled out a
19 & 19 win in the semifinals against former

U.S. Open Hardbat Champion Dan Seemiller,
IN. Not from the crowd-pleasing match be-

tween 88-year-old Eugene Bricker, MI, and 10-

year-old Rita Wu, MD, in the Under 1000
event, or from the all-Cochran, IN, Under 12

Final. Not just from Ashu Jain, MI, who down
19-6 in the first game against Barney J. Reed
in the Under 2500 semifinals, switched to hard

bat for the rest of that game (he lost). then went

back to sponge and won the next two. (Barney

would get his revenge in the Under 22 final.)
No. the really unusual moments came from the
unexpected. A few players in their first USATT

tournament, like Rina Singh, were matched with

players whose ratings had not yet caught up with
them - and so were often hundreds of points bet-

ter than their listed rating. However, Rina and

others had the good grace to question but not
complain, slightly unusual in our sport.

One unhappy moment: Larry Garland had
a heart attack at the tournament on Saturday and

passed away later that day. (See obituary page
53.) I can only admire him for departing life in

such a manner, doing what he wanted to do, par-

ticipating in one of the most diversified sports.
which embraces ethnicity, gender, and ages, giv-
ing all a chance to participate at their levels and
higher. Larry, wherever you are, you are an in-
spiration and your rating is higher now with all
ofus. Thanks to all who came!

Open - Final: Khoa Nguyen d. Atanda Musa,

10.13,-18,15; SF: Nguyen d. Barney J. Reed. -

19,19.16.15; Musa d. Razvan Cretu, 3-0. QF

Nguyen d. Bob Powell. 3-0: Reed d. Mark
Hazinski, 15,14.12: Cretu d. Ashu Jain,

18,19,12: Musa d. Idan Levi, 18,14.5, 8ths:

Nguyen d. Greg Collins. 3-0; Powell d. Mark

Nordby, -16,18,-16.15,19; Hazinski d. Phil

Panno, 13,-19,19,7, Reed d. Denzil Flemming,

3-0; Cretu d. Randy Hewitt, 8,12,16; Jain d. Han

Xiao, -19,8,8,-19.16: Levi d. Lee McCool, -19,-

14,12,14,13: Musa d. W. Chen, 3-0.

Open Doubles: Khoa Nguyen /Razvan Cretu d.
Mark Hazinksi/Randy Seemiller. 10.16.
U2500 - Final: Mark Hazinski d. Ashu Jain.

15,13; SF: Hazinski d. Idan Levi, 10,10; Jain d.

Barney J. Reed. 2- 1.
U2375 - Final: Han Xiao d. Lee McCool. 16.16:

SF: Xiao d. Mark Nordby, 6.10; McCool d. Bob
Powell. n.s.

U2250 - Final: Lee McCool d. John Tannehill,

14,-19.18; SF: McCool d. Mark Nordby, 14,17;

Tannehill d. Randy Hewitt. n.s.
U2125 - Final: El-Hallal Sleiman d. Mike Walk.

2-0; SF: Sleiman d. Jared Lynch. 16, lit Walk
d. Chip Coulter, 16,17.
U2000 - Final: Rob Anderson d. Stan Pease.

18,17; SF: Anderson d. Larry Hawkins Sr.. 2-0.

Pease d. W Radecki. 12,18.

U1875: Wally Green & Eric Yeh split prize.
U1750: John Curd d. Jim Dawson, 16,-15,19.

U1625: Jayson Peng d. Ramon Fernandez. 2-0.

U1500: John Schlege] d. Mark Collins. 16.16.
U1350: Michael Ward d. Dan Cochran. 2-0.

U1200: Jeremiah Kolb d. John Baker, 16.19.

U1000: Mike Behrendt d. Ashley Spilker, n.s.

Over 40 - Final: Atanda Musa and Randy

Seemiller split prize.

Over 50: Leung Che-Him d. Richard McAfee, n.s.

Over 60: Mark Shapiro d. Bill Neely. n.s.
Under 22 - Final: Barney J. Reed d. Ashu Jain,

18,11: SF: Reed d. Lee McCool. n.s.: Jain d.

Mark Hazinski, 2-1.

Under 18 - Final: Mark Hazinski & Jared Lynch

split prize; SF: Hazinski d. Jordan Lynch, 2-0;

Jared Lynch d. Dalibor Stojcic. n.s.
Under 16 - Final: Katherine Wu d. Charles Fan,

def.

Under 14: 1 v Eli Khan; 2",1 Chris Dawson.

Under 12: Gordan Cochran d. Jordan Cochran.

n.s.

U4100 Doubles: Bartl/Knuth d. Jain/Billington,
n.s.

U3500 Doubles: Lynch/Cochran d. Abrams/

Brown, n.s.

Hardbat - Final: John Tannehill d. Don

Brazzell, n.s.; SF: Tannehill d. Leung Che-Him,

n.s.: Brazzell d. Dan Seemiller. 19,19.

U1900 Hardbat: Wally Green d. Julian Waters,
16.17. f.
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TABLE TENNIS

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

USA Table Tennis

One Olympic Plaza .
Colorado Springs, CO 80909-5769

719.578.4583 (Phone) · 719.632.6071 (FAX)

usatt4@iex.net http://www. usatt.org



Membership entities you to:

• Subscription to USA Tab/e Tennis Magazine
· National ranking (after participation in a sanctioned tournament)

O Male O Female Date of Birth (required)

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Telephone (H): Telephone (W):

E-Mail: Club Affiliation:

Adult (18 Years or Older)

O One Year........$25

0 Three Years ...... $60

Junior (17 Years or Younger)

Il One Year..........$15

Household*

O One Year .....$45

*A household is defined as a maximum of two adults and any number of minor children living at the same address. Please provide names and birthdates of all
household members. Each household will receive one magazine.

*** The above rates apply ONLY to memberships within the United States ***

MasterCard/Visa No.: - - - - - - - - - Exp.: /

Signature:



>arney J. Reed
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Being Eric Owens
Houston, We Have a Problem
By Scott Preiss

Eric Owens and Scott Preiss

e is Eric Owens. He is only a prob
lem when he is at the other end of

the table tennis table. He plays to
win. And he has been playing to win since

he was six years old. I would know, because
I first met Eric at the other end of the table

when he was that age.
I was performing an exhibition with Eric

for the Boys and Girls Clubs of America's
National Convention. Eric's father Kenny and
I had spoken on the phone but I had not yet

met Eric. When 1 met him I was wondering
whether he would be able to see over the top

of the table for he was quite small for his age.
When I first saw the fi re in his eyes peer-

ing over the top of the table I knew that this

Scott: You have trained in many countries

around the world. I f you had to recommend a

country for a player to train and try and be the
best, which country would you choose and why?
Eric: China. without a doubt. It has the most

discipline and structure for the sport of table

tennis. and I think you have to be with the best
to be the best.

Scott: What do you think of using a bigger ball?
Eric· I don't think it will make a big difference

but I do think that the bigger ball will be better
for TV. And maybe it will slow the game
down a little. There was a big ball competition
in China and the top players in the world won
that event so I don't think it will affect

worldwide play.

Scott: In a few weeks you will be playing some

of the most important matches of your life [the
North Ametican Olympic Trials]. What kind of

mental preparation do you do to prepare?
Eric: What I have realized is that everyone else is
in the same boat as me. I think it will be a mental

battle in the end. Whoever has the sharpest menta]
game will make the team. 1 am meditating a lot,
practicing focusing and being calm.

Scott: How many years have you been thinking
and trying to make the Olympic Team?
Eric: About eight years ago I decided that this
is what I will do. 111 1996 I was seeded 1()th

and finished 5th. and almost beat the members

of the team that made the team that 'fear. But

almost doesn't count except iii horseshoes and

using hand grenades.

little kid was going to be somebody. He had
the burning desire to embarrass me in front

of the crowds. The desire part was easy to

figure out before the start of the game. For

here was a kid who was racing motorcycles
at five, and finished a full 26-mile marathon

iii 4 hours and 6 minutes at age nine. .

It wasn't long after finishing the mara-
thon that Eric started capturing National Table
Tennis Titles. In the years to follow. Eric has

won the Under 10, 12, 14. 16, 18, and 22

National Championship events, and won the
North American Doubles Title, the U.S. Na-

tional Doubles Title, and the gold medal with
his teammates at the 1999 Pan American

Games. Just recently, he returned from the
World Team Championships in Malaysia
where he represented the United States.

And now today. 18 years later, I see those

same eyes across the table. Although Eric
has grown quite a bit. he still has the same
look on his face as he did 18 years ago. His

Scott: What kind of physical training do you
do to prepare for the Olympic Trials?

Eric: I will run a lot because we have to play
about 12 matches and I want to be fit for those.

Distance runs of 9-12 miles once a week. 200

sit-ups. 50 pushups a day.

Neott: We are three weeks away from the
Olympic Trials in Rochester. Name five things
that you will do to prepare specifically for this
competition.

Eric: Service and receive practice, multi-ball
practice, footwork drills and eating well. Most
of my time is also spent on my mental
calmness.

Scott: Recently you were awarded a new car
from General Motors Olympic Sponsorship
through the U.S. Olympic Committee. What
was your first reaction when you heard the
news. and who gave you that news?

Eric: I never knew that I was going to win a
car. When I signed tip for the program, I

thought that I would only get the use of a car
for a year. I was reading through all the
information after I returned from China and I

noticed in small print that the car and the
insurance was to be paid by GM. and also the
commemorative car will then be owned

outright by the athlete. That is when 1 fell out
of my chair.

Scott: You have been coached by many
coaches throughout your playing career. Can
you name the coaches that first come to mind
that assisted you with your cal·eer'?

years of training in Houston, at the U.S. Olym-

pie Training Center in Colorado Springs. the
National Training Center in Flint. MI, and his

frequent trips overseas keep him focused on
one thing. To be the best he can be.

Following his career ever since and re-

maining good friends with his father Kenny,
I have been fortunate to know Eric as a player
and as a person. I have met few people in my
lifetime who really loves and believes in what

they are doing. Eric is one of them.
For several years Eric hal strived to

make the final four at the U.S. Nationals, and

this year he accomplished that. With many Na-

tional Titles already under his belt and an ex-
hausting travel schedule (training in Korea.
Sweden, Japan, China and many other coun-

tries), Eric stays motivated. He has a healthy
diet, getting plenty of vegetables since he has
been a vegetarian all his life. Eric exercises

almost every day with weights, distance run-
ning, and meditation.

Eric· Lekan Fenuyi, Murray A.iala, Kenny
Owens, Taju Ojode. Sevanko Bosaric, John

Bosika. Christian Lillieroos. Don. Gheorghe,
Danny Seemiller, Glenn Ost (85,87,89 Sweden
World Team Coach). and Hans Tallan-Sweden,

assistant coach at the Lyckeby Club in
Sweden.

Scott: There are 15- to 17-year-olds that
have their sight on making future Olympic

Games. What advice can you give to these
young Olympic hopefuls who live in the
world of basketball. hockey, football and
baseball?

#,ric Practice. Practice. Practice. get your
priorities straight. and make sure that you have
good balance with their schoolwork and

training. Any other items in between are
secondary. Get it right now, there is no other
chance in the future.

Scott: When you play in a table tennis
competition on a Saturday and Sunday. what
kind of things do you eat. and what kind of
foods do you reach for first?
Eric: I try to eat light carbohydrates, such as
fruit, which is light and easy to digest, or
juices, and then 1 try to eat protein in the
evening, such as protein shake. protein

supplements. maybe nuts.

Scott: Do you like Gatorade?
Eric: No. I don't think that it hydrates me as

well as water and juice. I don't like the

sweeteners that are in it. it just does not work
for my body.
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g Scott: What do you think about using
 chocolate for getting a burst of energy before a
8 match?
8 Eric: I think it is a mistake because you will
8 crash after it digests. I use to do this but then
A saw the light and started eating

2 bananas instead. Also the chocolate ,i J
8 seemed to promote cramping in my E
€ body.
E Scott: You have been a vegetar-

2 ian since birth. What kind of
€ reaction do you get from people
2 about this?

' Eric: They find it hard to
2 believe that I have the strength
2 to play professional table
m tennis without eating meat.

; Both of my parents are
 vegetarians and i was Just

raised that way, they
thought it was a more

healthy way of living.

Scott: What are your three ·
favorite culinary foods?
Eric: Thai food is my
fuvorite. Also Italian and

Mexican.

Scott: What is the most

unhealthy food that you eat?
Eric: Ice Cream - Pecan Pralines and Cream.

and Miiit Chocolate Chip.

Scott: You have about 50 National Titles to

your credit. Which one are you most proudi .
of?

Eric: The Pan Am Gold Medal was my
biggest thlill. At the National Championship
level I cherish my National Doubles Title and

North American Doubles Title with Barney
Reed Jr.

Scott: How many hours of sene practice do
you do in a week?

Eric: Minimum of one hour a day.

Scott: Are you sponsored'?
Eric: By Buttertly for 17 years.

Scott: How many World Champions have you
had the chance to hit with? Which one of these

players had you in the most awe?
Eric: I've hit with Jiang Jialiang. Waldner,
Persson. Kong. Most in awe? Waldner.

Scott: How many table tennis shoes, sheets of'
rubber and balls do you go through in a year'?
Eric: 20 shoes. 100 sheets of iubber, and over

1000 balls every year.

Scott: What are your favorite TV programs
and movies?

Eric: TV: Friends and Cheers. Movie: Titanic

Scott: What is your favorite sport or hobby
other than table tennis?

Eric: Badminton. My favorite hobbies are
scuba diving -just recently certified -
meditating. electronics shopping, beach
volleyball, anything at the beach.

Scott: After you make the Olympic Team this
year, if there were a spot on the Beach

Volleyball Team would you be
interested?

Eric: Sure. Mixed Volleyball or Men's Singles.
Scott: Name three

things that we

 can do in the
United States to

help promote the sport

 of table tennis,
 Eric: Get the sport into

schools and continue to *
develop school programs.

Create Leagues throughout
the country. A professional

tour with lots of prize money.

Scott: You lived a different Iife

| through your teenage years by
training when most were hanging
out with their friends. Would you

I change anything about your
I childhood?

Eric: No, I think I had a great
childhood. I was able to see the

k world. compete, learn to be in
 front of people without being

U  intimidated. As a matter of fact
 7 I think I paltied too hard

during my younger years. and
did not really stop the pallying

until a  . few years ago. Now lam
much more focused.

Scott: What was soine of the first

advice that you remember getting from your dad
when competing in table tennis?

Eric: Don't cry, get ready. stay close to the
table. use maximum spin. I remember clearly, I
was six that year. He told everyone that the key
to being a champion was to attack. But we
had never-ending push wars.

Scott: How many exhibitions have you
performed since you started playing? What
was the largest crowd? Were you nervous?
Eric: Boy (sigh), a rough guess of 1000
exhibitions. The biggest was in front of 2000
people. Yes, I was nervous.

Scott: What do you think about most when you're
nervous? What do you try to concentrate on?
Eric: Keeping the ball on the table.

Scott: When you were in junior high school,
and your friends knew that you were a table

tennis champion. what was their first reaction','
Eric: Not that many people in my school
knew, I really did not want to advertise this.

Scott: How many tournaments do you play in
a year?

Eric: 20, including about 8 outside the U.S.

Scott: How do you support yourself with all
the travel, food, lodging. and expenses as you
travel the world training?
Eric: It's hard financially. USA Table Tennis

supports the National Training Center in Flint,
so I can live and eat at no charge there as a
member of the National Team. Any money
that I receive from exhibitions or tournaments

I save and spend on training.

Scott: What kind of things would you like to
do after your table tennis competing days s 1(,w
downy

Eric: I am interested in Neuromuscular

Therapy. My dad has neuromuscular therapy
business that I would like to take over. or

begin one of my own.

Scott: Speaking of therapy. I know that your
dad has been treating your sports injuries for
many years. How do you feel about this
therapy?

Eric: I have had every kind of therapy there is,
and my dad's technique is the best for me
without a doubt. It does not only treat the
symptoms, but also the problem itself. This
kind of therapy is different from acupressure.
it's a unique muscle tissue therapy, points are
held for about eight seconds pushing directly
on the muscle. just a quarter inch at a time.

Scott: How many hours a week do you try and
get therapy?
Eric: About one hour a day.

Scott: Which is your qtrongest and weakeg
shots or techniques?
Eric: My strongest is my forehand loop. My
weakest is my backhand.

Scott: Besides the interviewer, who do you
think has the best backhand in the world?

Eric: Jorgen Persson and Jorg Rosskopf, but 1
like Persson's better.

Scott: Who has the best serves in the U.S. and

the world, in your opinion?
Eric: David Zhuang in the U.S.. Liu Guoliang
in tile world.

Scott: Who is your favorite training partner
and why?

Eric: Jimmy Butler was before he retired. He
was knowledgeable about the game and would
practice hard iii the right areas.

Scott: Which U.S. Player do you have the
most ti-ouble with?

Eric: David Zhuang. but recetitly I took care
of that problem by beating him in Hoti,ton.
TX when it was impoilant.

Scott: When you wet-e younger. who was yout
arch enemy at the table?
Eric: From 6 to 18 years old. my rival was
Randy Cohen.

Scott: Do you and Randy still keep in touch?
Eric: Yes. as a matter of fact Randy just
moved to my hometown of Houston.

Scott: Can he beat you'.'

Eric: Table Tennis is a funny sport, you con
lose to anyone on any given day.

Scott: What tournament in the U.S. is your
favorite tournament?

Eric: The North American l'earn Champion-
ship in Baltimore. I like team competition,
working with other members of the U.S. Team,

their is great reward wlien working as a team. *
Scott: Do you remember the best shot you =14...
ever hit in your life?
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Eric: I hit a shot against Horatio Pintea that was pretty ridiculous. The
tournament was the Mexican Open. we were in a long rally and he made

a drop shot on my backhand side. I could not really do anything so I laid
the ball in the air on his backhand side. he stepped around and smashed
it as hard as he could to my forehand. As he was swinging I was
swinging my forehand as hard as I could. and counter-smashed it off the
bounce about twice as fast as he did. which was warp speed. I will

never forget Horatio's face, we laughed until we died.

Scott: Do you have a girlfriend?
Eric: Yes, Ms. Ping Pong. She does not exist and will not exist until
after the Olympic Trials.

Scott: What athlete do you admire the most and why?
Eric: Michael Jordan. For what he has accomplished. being in the

highest league in the world and being so much better than other players

is why I respect him the most.

Scott: What other sports do you follow?
Eric: Football and Basketball because I am from Houston. but when

they stalled going downhill I lost interest in them.

Scott: How has USA Table Tennis assisted you in the past few years in

helping you attain your goals?

Eric: The association gave us a bonus for winning the gold medal at the

Pan Am Games. they also provide us with a stipend for being on the
National Team. In addition we receive all our table tennis clothing for

free. and they also provide the room and board and training at the
National Training Center in Flint. Michigan.

Scott: Who is your favorite baseball player? Your favorite female

athlete? Favorite TV personality?

Eric: Mark McGwire, Steffi Graff and Ted Danson. My favorite actor is
Toni Cruise.

Scott: What celebrities have you played in table tennis?

Eric: Akeem Olajuwan, Garry Shandling

Scott: What advice can you give to someone who just saw you perform
a table tennis exhibition and is interested in being the best they can be?
Eric: Find a local club and coach at the local club and start working
with them as soon as possible. Then join the association so that they
can be iii touch with all of the tournaments and events in the United

States.

Scott: If you were not a professional table tennis player, what kind of
job do you think you would be doing other than neuromuscular
therapy?
Eric: Scuba instructor.

Scott: You started racing motorcycles when you were five years old?
Why in the world would a five-year-old be riding a motorcycle?
Eric: I started riding bicycles when I was three and I was bored and

wanted something faster. So my dad bought me a motorcycle when I
was five and a year later I raced in the National Cycling Championships
in the Astrodome. I finished 20th out of 100 riders.

Scott: So was Evil Knievel one of your childhood heroes?

Eric: At six I was not thinking of jumping over cars on fire, I was just
trying to hang on to my seat.

Scott: You have performed hundreds of shows around the United
States. Name a few of the Corporations that you have performed for.

Eric: General Motors, General Mills. Brother Corporation at Comdex

and CES in Las Vegas. Sears Roebuck and Company, U.S, Olympic
Committee.

Scott: Why do you like performing table tennis exhibitions?

Eric: I think it gives people a different perspective of the sport, it
educates them as well as entertains them.

Scott: Who is your favorite exhibition player and why?
Eric: Scott Preiss, of course. He has so many exhibition paddles in his

bag. that I still laugh every time I see him tty and go inside that bag and
pull out the right one. After hundreds of shows with him. he still can't
find where his paddles are.

43 USA TABLE TENNIS MAGAZINE ' May/June 2000

2000 Junior Olympics
& Junior Nationals
Orlando, Florida • August 2-5,2000
By Yvonne Kronlage, Table Tennis Director

T
he 2000 Junior Olympics will be held August 2-5 in Orlando.

Florida at the University of Central Florida (about 20-30 min
utes from Disneyworld). This is a beautiful facility with

wooden floors and great lighting. There will be 16 Butterfly tables
for the competition, pus four tables in an adjoining gym for practice.

The format will change from last year to give players more
matches and better competition.

• Junior Olympic Singles: This will be the same as in previous
years. Players will play round robins in their own age groups. Age
groups will be Boys and Girls Under 10, 12.14,16.18 and 22.

• Doubles: The only change in doubles is that it will be round robin

groups. and your partner has to be in your age group. Doubles

teams will be for Under 12,14.16. 18 and 22. (lf there is enough
interest. there might be under 10 doubles as well.

• National Championships Singles: These will be round robin.
with players automatically put in their age group and one age group
above. Top-seeded players will be seeded; seeded players will
not play in the round robin stage. A seeded player may advance to
the next age group even if he will be in more than two age groups,
i.e. if you are under 16 and seeded in under 16, you will be eli-
gible to play in three events: under 16. 18 and 22.

• Team Event: There will be no limit on the number of teams from

one association. Teams will be for under 12. 14. 16, 18 and 22.

(1 f there is enough interest, there might be under 10 teams as well.)
Teams will be made up of 2-4 players. All players must play within
their age group (playing in older age groups will not be allowed.)
Sign-up for teams will be August 3. Single players from a state

(AAU) that does not have a second player will be signed up with
another single player from another state as long as they are in the
same age group and not among the top four seeded teams. Two

players from the same state/AAU association of the same age group
must play together or be eliminated. This way more athletes can
play in the teams. The one thing is it's going to take longer so
please keep this in mind when you make your return reservations

- it won't finish early on Saturday (Aug. 5) as it has in the past.
We're looking forward to seeing you all again and meeting new
players.

• Opening Ceremonies: They will be held
August 2 at 7:30 PM. Table tennis hasnot been included in the performing  1,6activities in the past. Well, this

year we will. I have asked Rich- •-

ard McAfee. who will also be the  JUNIOR l
referee. to organize a great ex- OLYMPIC W
hibition for us. We hope you
will all attend and support this %.a.0great sport of table tennis,

To obtain a copy of the 2000 Jun-  
ior Olympics Games entry materials. call 
407-934-7200, or go to

www.aaujrogames.org

For further information. contact: Yvonne Kronlage

14160 Forsythe Rd.

Sykesville, MD 21784
410-489-7291
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Tn 1985 Jackie was born into a San Francisco Chinese-Ameri
an family that already enjoyed playing table tennis, so it wasn't
urprising when 8-year-old Jackie wanted to get into the act.

Her father saw her keen interest, so in the summer of 1994 he took

her to the nearby Sunset Recreation Center Table Tennis Club where
she became a student of USATT Coach Masaaki Tajima. Jackie
u.as a serious student right from the start and began playing in
local tournaments. At the end of the year, Jackie surprised every-
one by winning the Girls' Under 10 event at the 1994 National
Championships in Las Vegas. She got really fired up when she
won that title. That victory gave her "big motivation" to become a

top player.

During the next few years, Jackie trekked across the country
for a number of major tournaments. Often she won titles in events

beyond her age group. Here are some highlights of her early ac-
complishments:

· 1996 National Girls' Primary School Champion.

• 1997 Tournament of Champions Women's Under 1900 and
Girls' Primary School.

• 1998 U.S. Open National Allstar Under 18 Girls' Team Cham-
pion, Girls' Under 16 Champion, Girls' Under 18 Semifinal-
ist, and Girls' Under 14 Semifinalist.

I
1.

@11@

In 1998, when Jackie was only 12, she was selected as a mem-

ber of the U.S. Junior Team that was sent t.0 Sweden for training
and competition. In a Swedish junior tournament, she competed
in the Girls' 13 and Under event, She felt good about finishing
second in her round robin because the top two in each RR ad-
vanced to the single-elimination phase. She was really cooking
from that point onward - she never lost. She amazed everyone by
winning that event.

From the beginning of her playing career, this spunky 5-foot-
2 teenager got a reputation for creating big surprises as she contin-
ued to improve:

· 1998 National Women's Singles Quarterfinalist, Women's
Under 22 Finalist, Girls' Junior High School Champion.

• 1999 Junior Olympics Girls' Under 14 Champion.
• 1999 Junior Nationals Girls' Under 18, Under 16, Under 14,

Under 14 Doubles, and Girls' Team Under 22 Champion.

At the 1999 Sam Lima Memorial Labor Day Tournament. she
beat Michelle Do (2209) in winning the Women's event, and won
the Under 17 Junior event. At the 1999 Nationals, she was a final-

ist in Women Under 22 Singles, won Under 16 Junior Doubles

with Mark Hazinski, and beat two-time Olympian Diana Gee (2324)
in the quarterfinals of Women's Singles.

Jackie is a freshman at St. Ignatius College Preparatory High
School in San Francisco. Her favorite subjects are math and Span-
ish. In her physical education class, she pays volleyball and runs
half a mile each day, which takes care of her off-table training. In
her spare time she likes to read and play the piano. She is consid-
ering law or medicine as long-term career goals.

Apart from the usual major tournaments this year, another
item appears on her schedule: She will go to Japan and China for
training this summer, along with other top Palo Alto Table Tennis
Club juniors. Her goals are to make the U.S. Team for the 2001
World Championships in Osaka, and the 2004 Olympics.

Jackie (rated 2146) loops and drives strongly from both sides.
She is sponsored by SpinTech Table Tennis. Under the watchful
eyes of Jackie's coaches. Dennis Davis, Wang Zhi-Yong, and Valery
Sarkisov, Jackie trains at the Palo Alto club three to four days per
week, two hours per day.

Jackie appreciates the support from her family and friends,
current coaches, and former coaches Masaaki Tajima, Bill Lui,
and Terese Terranova. .v
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Sunflex Double Carbon

Combo

 Double Carbon blade + 2 sheets
of Suntlex Rubber for $59.95

(save up to $32) A... 1.

Yasoka Extra Combo
Gatien Extra 3D blade + 2

sheets of Mark V Rubber

for $69.95 (save $16)
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Waidner Combo

Donic Waldner Dicon blade + ,•0
any 2 sheets of Donic Rubber /*E--
for$89.95 (save up to $20)

Stlga World Champion
Combo

Clipper CR Blade + any 2 sheets
of Stiga rubber for $89.95

(save up to $41)

Samsonov Combo

' Any Tibhar Samsonov blade + 2
sheets of Rapid rubber for $79.95

 (save up to $25)

Banda Combo

Scandik WRB blade + <0.--
600*c,4 any 2 sheets of Banda 44**0M

rubber for $64.95

(save up to $30

1. The Table Tennis Pioneers

 2035 Nadeau, Laval (Quabec) H 7T 1 W5 Canada
Tel.: 1-800-319-PING (7464) · Fax: 1-800-319-PONG (7664)

E-mail: ttpioneers@ping-pong.com 
Neb: ping-pong.corn
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Looking Good!

 With the purchase of any shirtget $10 off the matching shorts

(lotto be the Shoes!

3-K-- Free Stiga socks with
00'1 lic· - purchase of new Stiga

Triton shoes.

Have a Ball! -
Free Banda Star Ball 6-pack
with each Fredrik Power

WRB Blade Purchase.



#Ad ift.'.1,4" :A >d   **I,:.(4 I· LY+** <flj:,-=ill&10::Lut· 91 .LiN 44/ :$-44WNuvirL; , . · ' 3_ le I.#A . n m qu p r 4. ,!I nn l" r9y rwn r •en-

- The Best Deals on .11* ..... 7/...y , v# r,r3
- Robots & Tables _ --                                                                                                                                                                                                                           -

-.-toon: on a

Elig& •

rl

i tit' 1

011*R *It our i

• 17 Brands

u Over 200 New Products

• Over 500 Products

Check Out

'.   our Weekly Web

Ai Specials

AF2

tllilil

'9

Log un fllll/
FS- Today! f-

€.ty
er

F,743rt'lf
2 2JUG:,13*
=12/2 ijah

fi
9.:5*:4..4-= re

=42:JUJu

42 44*14 11 6 n>u

JUD 7Slzes

4umm

- i :- Approved

=23 Order your -Ier .

 Available
-Catalog Today1 <„ in June l

«1ap. - -- V \4 »45«
iest lf»rice Cic/aranteed

We Match all our Competitors' Specials

ITTF
•umm



.

.

Z
1.V 11 1 11 ..1.1611 1,"11'11. World-class Butterfly tables used at the 2000 North American Tour are now on sale.

To order call Butterfly Table Tennis Center at·

1-800-611-7712 
E0 Prices Include freight charges anywhere in the Continental U.S.

J 9 V %/Butterfly

 TABLE TENNIS - 1 I
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CENTRE 22 STATIONARY

$525
• 5 Minute Assembly

111/1 • Storage Dimensions: L 60" x W 6"x H
• Includes National League Net Set

SPACE SAVER 22 ROLLAWAY

d·cnn

U

1.- 4000
• No Assembly Required
• Storage Dimensions: L 60" x W 18"x H 64

• Includes National League Net Set
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Z
1.1.

1.61
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U

61-

L

EUROPA STATIONARY
U

$680
• 5 Minute Assembly

• Storage Dimensions: L 60" x W 6"x H 54
• Includes National League Net Set
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CENTREFOLD ROLLAWAY

$868
• No Assenibly Required
• Storage Dimensions: L 60" x W 15"x H 63

• Includes Europa Net Set

Also available:

Europa Barriers $25 each + Fret
Europa Scoreboards $36 each + Freit
Umpire Tables $62 each + Freii


