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SURVEY OF THE LITERATURE ON RECENT SHELLS FROM THE RED SEA 
(second enlarged and revised edition) 

 
L.J. van Gemert *) 

 
Abstract: About 2,100 references are listed in the survey. Shells are being considered here as shell-bearing 
mollusks of the Gastropoda, Bivalvia and Scaphopoda. And the region covered is not only the Red Sea, but also 
the Gulf of Aden, including Somalia, and the Suez Canal, including Lessepsian species. Literature on fossils 
finds, especially from the Pliocene, Pleistocene and Holocene, is listed too. 
 
Introduction 
My interest in recent shells from the Red Sea dates from about 1996. Since then, I have been, now and then, 
trying to obtain information on this subject. Recently I decide to stop gathering information in a haphazard way 
and to do it more properly. This resulted in a survey of approximately 1,420 references (Van Gemert, 2010). 
Since then, this survey has been enlarged considerably and contains now approximately 2,100 references. They 
are presented here.  
 
Scope 
In principle every publication in which mollusks are reported to live or have lived in the Red Sea should be 
listed in the survey. This means that besides primary literature, i.e. articles in which researchers are reporting 
their finds for the first time, secondary and tertiary literature, i.e. reviews, monographs, books, etc are to be 
included too. These publications were written not only by a wide range of authors ranging from amateur shell 
collectors to profesional malacologists but also by people interested in other fields. This implies that not only 
malacological journals and books should be considered, but also publications from other fields or disciplines, 
such as environmental pollution, toxicology, parasitology, aquaculture, fisheries, biochemistry, biogeography, 
geology, sedimentology, ecology, archaeology, Egyptology and palaeontology, in which Red Sea shells are 
mentioned.  
Since I am particularly interested in the voyages of discovery to the Red Sea in the 18th and 19th century 
several publications concerning explorers and their voyages are also listed. 
 
Which mollusks? 
Shells are being considered here as the shell bearing mollusks of the Gastropoda, Bivalvia and Scaphopoda. 
Hardly any attention was given to the Aplacophora, Polyplacophora, Cephalopoda and the gastropod mollusks 
without shells, generally known as the sea slugs. 
 
Where? 
Red Sea shells are not only reported from the Red Sea, but also from the Mediterranean Sea. The so-called 
Lessepsian species. The literature concerning the migration of molluscan species from the Red Sea to the 
Mediterranean Sea is included. Furthermore, publications on shells from the Suez Canal and the Gulf of Aden, 
including Somalia, respectively bordering the Red Sea at the north and at the south, are included too. This does 
not mean that all shells reported in these parts are also living in the Red Sea.  
 
When? 
Not only recent finds of shells should be considered, but also those done many years ago. But how far ago? The 
literature concerning finds of shells from the Red Sea at archeological sites, and not only next to the Red Sea, is 
included. This is also true for finds from the Holocene, Pleistocene and Pliocene. In a few cases references with 
older finds are listed too.  
 
Which sources? 
The starting point is, of course, the list of references on which the “Check-list of Red Sea Mollusca” by Dekker 
& Orlin (2000) is based. Important too are the bibliographies of Morcos & Varley (1990) and the continuation 
thereof by PERS/GAF (2002), and of Henk Mienis on the website of Avril Bourquin 
(www.manandmollusc.net/red_sea.html).  
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Languages can form a restriction for me. Publications in English, French and German (and, of course, Dutch) 
are not really difficult for me. However, I have great difficulties reading, for instance, Italian and Latin and I 
am not capable of reading Arabic or Hebrew. Another problem is the sometimes limited distribution of journals 
published in countries like Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia and Sudan.  
The world covering series of books in the 19th century in the United States, the United Kingdom, France and 
Germany are only included in a very limited way. The monographs published by authors like Reeve, Sowerby, 
Kiener & Fischer, Martini & Chemnitz, Dunker, Philippi, Tryon & Pilsbry and the Adams’ brothers are not yet 
checked on reports from the Red Sea. The in total 60 ‘packs’ of the “Card Catalogue of World-Wide Shells” 
published by S.D. Kaicher in the period 1973-1992 have to be checked in this respect too. 
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LIST OF LITERATURE ON RECENT SHELLS FROM THE RED SEA 
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Aartsen, J.J. van, 1963. Overpeinzingen bij een regenachtige zomer. Correspondentieblad van de Nederlandse 
Malacologische Vereniging, no. 107: 1115-1116 
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Aartsen, J.J. van, 1987. European Pyramidellidae: III. Odostomia and Ondina. Bollettino Malacologico, 23: 1-34 
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Careliopsis. Bollettino Malacologico, 30: 85-110 
Aartsen, J.J. van, 1997. Anachis in the Mediterranean: a note on distribution. La Conchiglia, no. 282: 29 
Aartsen, J.J. van, 2000. European marine Mollusca: notes on less well-known species. XVI. Diplodonta eddystonia 
(Marshall, 1895), with notes on the European Diplodonta species. La Conchiglia, no. 297: 46-51 
Aartsen, J.J. van, 2001. On the enigmatic Djeddilia djeddilia Jousseaume, 1894 (Gastropoda, Ceanogastropoda, 
?Vermetidae). Basteria, 65: 145-146 
Aartsen, J.J. van, 2002. Indo-Pacific migrants into the Mediterranean. 1. Gibborissoa virgata (Philippi, 1849). La 
Conchiglia, no. 303: 56-58 
Aartsen, J.J. van, 2004. A note on Chrysallida maiae (Hornung & Mermod, 1924). Basteria, 68: 71-72 
Aartsen, J.J. van, 2004. Diplodonta bogii spec. nov.: a new species from the Red Sea, living along the Mediterranean 
coast of Israel (Bivalvia, Diplodontidae). Basteria, 68: 73-76 
Aartsen, J.J. van, 2006. Indo-Pacific migrants into the Mediterranean. 4. Cerithidium diplax (Watson, 1886) and 
Cerithidium perparvulum (Watson, 1886) (Gastropoda, Caenogastropoda). Basteria, 70: 33-39 
Aartsen, J.J. van, A. Barash & F. Carozza, 1989. Addition to the knowledge of the Mediterranean Mollusca of Israel 
and Sinai. Bollettino Malacologico, 25: 63-76 
Aartsen, J.J. van & F. Carrozza, 1979. Chrysallida fischeri (Hornung & Mermod, 1925): a Red Sea species found at the 
Israeli Mediterranean coast. Bollettino Malacologico, 15: 29-30 
Aartsen, J.J. van & F. Carrozza, 1983. Two more Red Sea species recorded for the first time from the Mediterranean 
coast of Israel. Bollettino Malacologico, 19: 37-40 
Aartsen, J.J. van, F. Carrozza & G. Lindner, 1990 [1989]. Acteocina mucronata (Philippi, 1849), a recent Red Sea 
immigrant species in the Eastern Mediterranean. Bollettino Malacologico, 25: 285-288 
Aartsen, J.J. van & J. Goud, 2006. Indo-Pacific migrants into the Mediterranean. 3. Atys angustatus Smith, 1872 
(Gastropoda, Opisthobranchia). Basteria, 70: 29-31 
Aartsen, J.J. van & J. Goud, 2000. European marine Mollusca: notes on less well-known species. XV. Notes on 
Lusitanian species of Parvicardium Monterosato, 1884, and Afrocardium richardi (Audouin, 1826) (Bivalvia, 
Heterodonta, Cardiidae). Basteria, 64: 171-186 
Aartsen, J.J. van & J. Goud, 2006. The Ungulinidae (Bivalvia, Lucinoidea) of the Red Sea. Basteria, 70: 41-52 
Aartsen, J.J. van & J. Goud, 2006. Indo-Pacific migrants into the Mediterranean. 6. Syrnola lendix (A. Adams, 1863) 
(Gastropoda, Pyramidellidae). Basteria, 70: 164-166 
Aartsen, J.J. van & S. Hori, 2006. Indo-Pacific migrants into the Mediterranean. 2. Monotigma lauta (A. Adams, 1853) 
and Leucotina natalensis Smith, 1910 (Gastropoda, Pyramidellidae). Basteria, 70: 1-6 
Aartsen, J.J. van & R. Kinzelbach, 1990. Marine molluscs from the Iztuzu beach near Dalyan (Mediterranean coast of 
Israel). Zoology in the Middle East, 4: 103-112 
Aartsen, J.J. van & M. Recevik, 1998. Two more Indo-Pacific species found in the Mediterranean. La Conchiglia, no. 
286: 13-15 
Abbott, R.T., 1959. The family Vasidae in the Indo-Pacific. Indo-Pacific Mollusca, 1(1): 15-32 
Abbott, R.T., 1960. The genus Strombus in the Indo-Pacific. Indo-Pacific Mollusca, 1(2): 33-146 
Abbott, R.T., 1961. The genus Lambis in the Indo-Pacific. Indo-Pacific Mollusca, 1(3): 147-174 
Abbott, R.T., 1968. The helmet shells of the world (Cassidae). Part I. Indo-Pacific Mollusca, 2(9): 7-201 
Abbott, R.T. & S.P. Dance, 1986. Compendium of seashells (third printing revised). American Malacologists, Inc., 
Melbourne, pp. 411 
AbdAllah, A.T. & M.A. Moustafa, 2002. Accumulation of lead and cadmium in the marine prosobranch Nerita saxtilis, 
chemical analysis, light and electron microscopy. Environmental Pollution, 116: 185-191 
Abdel-Nabi, I.M., N. El-Shenawy, I.A. Taha & T.S. Moawad, 2007. Oxidative stress biomarkers and bioconcentration 
of Reldan and Roundup by the edible clam Ruditapes decussates. Acta Zoologica Sinica, 53: 910-920 
Abou El-Naga, E. H.; K.M. El-Moselhy & L.I. Mohamadein, 2001. Effect of cadmium and copper on the digestive 
gland enzymes of the limpet Patella sp. (Mollusca – Gastropoda). Journal of Egyptian Academic Society for 
Environmental Development, 2(1): 29-36 [not seen] 
Aboul-Dahab, H.M., 1984. Morphological studies of a marine bivalve species in Egypt Modiolus auriculatus Krauss, 
1848. M.Sc. Thesis, Assiut University, Egypt, pp. ?? [not seen] 



T R I T O N  2 4  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 1  SUPPLEMENT 1  

 

 
4  

Aboul-Dahab, H.M., 1995. On eye of the gastropod Strombus gibberulus (Gastropoda: Strombidae) from the Red Sea. 
Assiut Veterinary Medical Journal, 32(64): 62-70 
Aboul-Dahab, H.M., 1998. Anatomical studies on the venomous systems of Conus princeps and Conus virgo 
(Gastropoda, Conidae) from the Red Sea, Egypt. Bulletin of the Faculty of Science Assiut University E, Zoology, 27(1): 
39-57 [not seen] 
Aboul Dahab, H.A. [=Aboul-Dahab, H.M.], M.R. El-Helw, A.E. Yaseen & G.S. Amin, 1994. Morphological and 
taxonomical studies on Dosinia radiata (Mollusca: Bivalvia) from the Red Sea. Assiut Veterinary Medical Journal, 
30(60): 329-362 
Aboul-Dahab, H.M., M.R. El-Helw, A.E. Yaseen & G.S. Amin, 1994. On the respiratory and nervous systems of 
Dosinia radiata (Mollusca: Bivalvia) from the Red Sea. Assiut Veterinary Medical Journal, 31(61): 37-55 
Aboul-Dahab, H.M., M.R. El-Helw, A.E. Yaseen & G.S. Amin, 1994. The digestive system of Dosinia radiata 
(Mollusca: Bivalvia) collected from the Red Sea, Egypt. Assiut Veterinary Medical Journal, 31(61), 56-86 
Abou-Zeid, M.H., 1991. Biological studies on some bivalves from the Suez Canal. Ph.D. Thesis, El-Azhar University, 
pp. ?? [not seen] 
Abou Zeid, M.[H.], M.M. Koth & M.H. Hanafy, 1999. The impact of the corallivore gastropod Coralliophila violacea 
on coral reefs at El-Hamraiwan, Egyptian Red Sea coast. Egyptian Journal of Biology, 1: 124-132 
Abrard, R., 1942. Mollusques pléistocènes de la côte française des Somalis. Receuillis per E. Aubert de la Rüe. Archives 
de Muséum national d'Histoire naturelle, 6e série, 18: 5-105, pls. I-VIII 
Abubakr, M.M., 2004. The republic of Yemen marine biotic ecosystem (resources-habitats and species). The Republic of 
Yemen, Ministry of Water and Environmnet Environment Protction Authority [sic, 2x], pp. 128 [see: ye.chm-cbd.net] 
Adams, A., 1850. An arrangement of Stomatellidae, including the characters of a new genus, and of several new species. 
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London, 18: 29-40 
Adams, A., 1851 [1850]. Monograph of Sphaenia, a genus of lamellibranchiate mollusca. Proceedings of the Zoological 
Society of London, 18: 86-89, pl. X 
Adams, A., 1851 [1850]. A monograph of Modulus, a genus of gasteropodous Mollusca, of the family Littorinidae. 
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London, 18: 203-204 
Adams, A., 1852 [1851]. A catalogue of the species of Emarginula, a genus of gasteropodous Mollusca, belonging to the 
family Fissurellidae: in the collection of H. Cuming, Esq. Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London, 19: 82-92 
[reprinted in part as Adams, A., 1853b] 
Adams, A., 1852-3 [1851]. Catalogue of the species of Nassa, a genus of gasteropodous Mollusca, belonging to the 
family Buccinidae: in the collection of H. Cuming, Esq., with the description of some new species. Proceedings of the 
Zoological Society of London, 19: 94-114 [reprinted in part as Adams, A. 1853c] 
Adams, A., 1853a [1851]. Contributions towards a monograph of the Trochidae, a family of gasteropodous Mollusca. 
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London, 19: 150-192 
Adams, A., 1853b. Description of new species of Emarginula in the collection of H. Cuming, Esq. Annals and Magazine 
of Natural History, series 2, 11: 146-153 
Adams, A., 1853c. Description of new species of Nassa in the collection of Hugh Cuming, Esq. Annals and Magazine of 
Natural History, series 2, 11: 320-325, 411-418 
Adams, A., 1854[1853]. Descriptions of new shells from the collection of H. Cuming, Esq. Proceedings of the Zoological 
Society of London, 21: 69-74 
Adams, A., 1855[1853]. A monograph of Fossar, a genus of gasteropodous Mollusca. Proceedings of the Zoological 
Society of London, 21: 186-187, pl. XX 
Adams, A., 1870. On some genera and species of gasteropodous Mollusca collected by Mr. M' Andrew in the Gulf of 
Suez. Annals and Magazine of Natural History, series 4, 6: 121-129 
Adams, H., 1870. Descriptions of a new genus, and of eighteen new species of mollusks. Proceedings of the Scientific 
Meetings of the Zoological Society of London, 5-9, pl. 1 
Adams, H., 1871[1870]. Descriptions of twenty-six new species of shells collected by Robert M' Andrew, Esq., in the 
Red Sea. Proceedings of the Scientific Meetings of the Zoological Society of London, 788-793, pl. 48 
Adams, H., 1872. Further descriptions of new species of shells collected by Robert M' Andrew, Esq., in the Red Sea. 
Proceedings of the Scientific Meetings of the Zoological Society of London, 9-12, pl. 3 
Agüera Garcia, A. & G. Oliver, 2008. Species discrimination in seven species of Barbatia (Bivalvia: Arcoidea) from 
Thailand with a redescription of B. grayana (Dunker, 1858). The Raffles Bulletin of Zoology, Supplement 18: 7-23 
Ahdy, H.H.H., A.M. Abdallah & F.T. Tayel, 2007. Assessment of heavy metals and nonessential content of some edible 
and soft tissues. Egyptian Journal of Aquatic Research, 33: 85-97 
Albano, P.G., 2003 [2002]. Mediterranean Gastrochaenidae (Mollusca: Bivalvia). Bollettino Malacologico, 38: 135-138 
Albano, P.G. & D. Trono, 2008. Record of the alien species Cerithium scabridum Philippi, 1848 (Gastropoda: 
Cerithiidae) from Otranto, southern Adriatic Sea. Bollettino Malacologico, 44(1-4): 1-4 
Albayrak, S. & . Çeviker, 2001. Two new extra-Mediterranean molluscs from southeast Turkye: Siphonaria belcheri 
Hanley, 1858 [Gastropoda: Siphonariidae] and Septifer bilocularis (Linnaeus, 1759) [Bivalvia: Mytilidae]. Israel Journal 
of Zoology, 47: 297-298 
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Albayrak, S. & S. Caglar, 2006. On the presence of Siphonaria belcheri Hanley, 1858 [Gastropoda: Siphonariidae] and 
Septifer bilocularis (Linnaeus, 1758) [Bivalvia: Mytilidae] in the Iskenderun Bay (SE Turkey). Aquatic Invasions, 1(4): 
292-294 
Aleem, A.A., 1990. Impact of human activity on marine habitats along the Red Sea coast of Saudi Arabia. Hydrobiologia, 
208: 7-15 
Alf, A. & K. Kreipl, 2003. A conchological iconography. The family Turbinidae, subfamily Turbininae, genus Turbo. 
Conchbooks, Hackemheim, pp. 68 + pls. 95  
Al-Hajj, H.[A.], 1987. Electron microscopic study of sperm head differentiation in the prosobranch Nerita forskalii . 
Dirasat, 14(1): 9-24 [not seen] 
Al-Hajj, H.A., 1988. Ultrastructural analysis of sperm head development in Nerita polita (Mollusca: Archaeogastropoda) 
from the Jordan Gulf of Aqaba (Red Sea). International Journal of Invertebrate Reproduction and Development, 13: 281-
295 
Al-Hajj, H.A., 1990. The fine structure of spermiogenesis and the mature spermatozoon of Brachidontes variabilis 
(Bivalvia). Arab Gulf Journal of Scientific Research, 8(2): 153-162 
Al-Hajj, H.A., 1992. The ultrastructure of sperm, acrosome and nuclear maturation of Monodonta dama (Mollusca, 
Archaeogastropoda). Dirasat, 19B, Pure and Applied Sciences, ??(2): 35-46 [not seen] 
Al-Hajj, H.A. & F.A. Attiga, 1995. Ultrastructural observations of euspermiogenesis in Cerithium caeruleum 
(Prosobranchia: Cerithiidae) from the Jordan Gulf of Aqaba. Invertebrate Reproduction and Development, 28: 113-124 
Ali, A.A. & A.A. Baharoon, 2000. Bioaccumulation of iron and lead in the soft tissue of some marine molluscs and 
associated sediment at Labor Island, Aden, Yemen. University of Aden Journal of Natural and Applied Sciences, 4(1): 81-
88 [not seen] 
Ali, A.A. & A.A. Baharoon, 2002. Inter-species variations in metal concentrations in the soft tissue of some mollusks 
from the coast of the Aden Governorate. University of Aden Journal of Natural and Applied Sciences, 6(3): 597-606 [not 
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Ali, S.M., 1992-95. Cultivation and economics of pearl oysters in the Sudan: requirements for strenghtening local 
technologies and management capabilities. SPC Pearl Oyster Information Bulletin, no. 5(1992): 21 & no. 8(1995): 32-33 
Almogi-Labin, A., 1975. Pleistocene and Holocene pteropods from the eastern Mediterranean and the Gulf of Elat. 
Report of H. Steinitz Marine Biology Laboratory, Elat[, 14-15] 
Almogi-Labin, A., 1981. Paleoceanographic significance of Pteropoda and planktonic Foraminiferida in the water column 
and sediments of the Gulf of Elat (Aqaba) and northern Red Sea [in Hebrew]. Ph.D. Thesis, Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem, pp. 158 [not seen] 
Almogi-Labin, A., 1982. Stratigraphic and paleoceanographic significance of late Quaternary pteropods from deep-sea 
cores in the Gulf of Aqaba (Elat) and northernmost Red Sea. Marine Micropaleontology, 7: 53-72 
Almogi-Labin, A., 1984. Population dynamics of planktic Foraminifera and Pteropoda - Gulf of Aqaba, Red Sea. 
Proceedings of the Koninklijke Akademie van Wetenschappen, Series B Palaeontology, geology, physics, chemistry, 
anthropology, 87: 481-511 
Almogi-Labin, A., Y. Edelman-Furstenberg & C. Hemleben, 2008. Variations in biodiversity of thecostomatous 
pteropods during the Late Quaternary as a response to environmental changes in the Gulf of Aden-Red Sea-Gulf of Aqaba 
ecosystems. In: D. Por (Ed.), Aqaba-Eilat, the improbable Gulf. Enviroment, biodiversity and preservation, The Hebrew 
University Magnes Press, 31-48 [not seen] 
Almogi-Labin, A., C. Hemleben & D. Meischner, 1998. Carbonate preservation and climatic changes in the central Red 
Sea during the last 380 kyr as recorded by pteropods. Marine Micropaleontology, 33: 87-107 
Almogi-Labin, A., C. Hemleben, D. Meischner & H. Erlenkeuser, 1991. Paleoenvironmental events during the last 
13,000 years in the central Red Sea as recorded by Pteropoda. Paleoceanography, 6: 83-98 
Almogi-Labin, A., B. Luz & J.-C. Duplessey, 1986. Quaternary paleo-oceanography, pteropod preservation and stable-
isotope record of the Red Sea. Palaeogeography, Palaeoclimatology, Palaeoecology, 57: 195-211 
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from the Jordanian coast of the Gulf of Aqaba, Red Sea. Dirasat: Pure Sciences, 37(1): 51-59 [abstract] 
Al-Rifaiy, I.I. & O.H. Cherif, 1988. The fossil coral reefs of Al-Aqaba, Jordan. Facies, 18: 219-230 
[Alter, C., N. Milton, M. Reininger, V. von Mach & B. Molenkamp], 2008. Assessment of the status of Kalawy Bay's 
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Anon., 1983. A new Homalocantha from Eilat. Levantina, no. 42: 494 
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Antonius, A. & B. Riegl, 1998. Coral diseases and Drupella cornus invasion in the Red Sea. Coral Reefs, 17: 48 
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Arcidiacono, A. & i. Di Geronimo, 1976. Studio biometrico di alcuni campioni di Brachidontes variabilis (Krauss). 
Conchiglie, 12: 61-74 
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