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See online review for
distribution map

Distribution data supplied by the Ocean
Biogeographic Information System (OBIS). To
interrogate UK data visit the NBN Atlas.
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Summary

 Description
Nephasoma rimicola, like all sipunculid worms, has an unsegmented body consisting of an introvert
and a trunk. The introvert can be withdrawn into the trunk. The mouth, which is on the end of the
introvert, is surrounded by up to 16 tentacles. Nephasoma rimicola, has a trunk at least three times
as long as it is wide, about the same length of the introvert. The introvert is covered by many spine-
like hooks at the anterior end. The body may reach up to 6 cm in length and colouration is
extremely variable. Nephasoma rimicola has well formed oral tentacles and the introvert hooks are
arranged in rings.

 Recorded distribution in Britain and Ireland
Found at several locations of the south-west coasts of Britain, including the mouth of the Exe
estuary, Bideford in north Devon and Milford Haven on south coast of Pembrokeshire and west of
the Isle of Wight.

 Global distribution
-

http://www.iobis.org/explore/#/taxon/718801
http://www.iobis.org/explore/#/taxon/718801
https://species.nbnatlas.org/species/NHMSYS0021057513#overview
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 Habitat
Nephasoma rimicola is a benthic species often on found in lower shore rock crevices.

 Depth range
-

 Identifying features

Up to 6 cm in length.
Trunk without shields.
Well formed tentacles entirely surround the mouth.
Dorsal pair of retractor muscles are absent.
Two internal kidney-like organs (nephridia).
Nephridiopores anterior to anus.

 Additional information
Unlike Nephasoma minutum, Nephasoma rimicola has well formed oral tentacles and the introvert
hooks are arranged in rings (Cutler, 1994).

 Listed by

 Further information sources

Search on:

    NBN WoRMS

http://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Nephasoma+(Nephasoma)+rimicola
http://scholar.google.co.uk/scholar?q=Nephasoma+(Nephasoma)+rimicola
http://www.google.co.uk/search?q=A+sipunculid+worm
http://www.dassh.ac.uk/SEABED/SpeciesMap.php?sp=Nephasoma+(Nephasoma)+rimicola
https://species.nbnatlas.org/species/NHMSYS0021057513
http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=136061
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