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Si la construction d’un pont ne doit pas
enrichir la conscience de ceux qui y travaillent, que
le pont ne soit pas construit, que les citoyens
continuent de traverser le fleuve a la nage ou par
bac. Le pont ne doit pas étre parachuté, il ne doit
pas étre imposé par un deus ex machina au pano-

rama social, mais il doit au contraire sortir des



muscles et du cerveau des citoyens.
(HERRAD

If the building of a bridge does not enrich the
awareness of those who work on it, then that
bridge ought not to be built and the citizens can go
on swimming across the river or going by boat.
The bridge should not be ‘parachuted down’ from
above; it should not be imposed by a deus ex
machina upon the social scene; on the contrary it
should come from the muscles and the brains of
the citizens.

Source: Les damnés de la terre by Frangois
Maspéro éditeur in 1961

First published: in Great Britain by Macgibbon
and Kee in 1965

Transcribed: by Dominic Tweedie
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