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Brianite, NarCaMg[POa]r: A phosphate Analog of Merwinite,
CarCaMgISiO4],
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Abstract
Brianite, Na,CaMg[po,l,, a t3.36(5)A, t s.zl14e,, c 9.13(3)A, p 91.2(0.2)",

P2r/a, is structurally isomorphic to merwinite, CarCaMg[SiOn]r.

Fuchs, Olsen, and Henderson (1967) described a
new species, brianite, which occurs as a rare con-
stituent in small pockets in the Dayton octahedrite
from Montgomery County, Ohio. Brianite was
observed to possess fine lamellar structure with ex-
tinction angles between adjacent lamellae of 2-3".
The authors concluded that the compound is almost
ideally NarCaMg[POn], on the basis of detailed
electron microprobe study.

Rotation and Weissenberg photographs led Fuchs
et al to conclude that brianite is orthorhombic, and
their results are presented in Table l. A marked
spatial similarity between brianite and bredigite,
(Ca,Ba)Ca,rMgr[SiOn]r, was noted by these authors,
having been suggested by Dr. A. Kato as a private
communication in their study. For this reason, I
proposed to study brianite in greater detail as part of
a broad program on the structure systematics of slag-
related phases.

A single crystal was kindly donated by Dr. Louis
Fuchs of Argonne National Laboratory. Although
the crystallographic axes were located and the axial
dimensions matched those of the earlier study, it was
observed that the intensity distributions violated each
of the three reflection planes expected for an
orthorhombic crystal. Accordingly, the photographs
which constituted the original study were requested
and these were presented by Dr. Fuchs. These
photographs, too, revealed the same violations in in-
tensity distributions. More significant, however, was
the observation that the "a"-axis and ..c,'-axis rota-
tion photographs and their zero-layer Weissenberg
projections almost exactly duplicated photographs
about the [0l l]- and [00]-axes, respectively, of
merwinite. Reorientation of brianite forced me to
conclude that the compound i's in fact structurally
isomorphic with merwinite. Table I lists the new data
on brianite, its comparison with merwinite and the

space group

calculations along [0] l], [03I], and [100] which are
compared with the earlier study. It is instructive to
note that Moore and Araki (1972) pointed out mis-
settings of the same kind in an earlier study on
merwinite. The refined cell data for brianite obtain
from an indexing of the original powder data in
Fuchs el al. The first thirty lines of these powder data
have been indexed (Table 2) on the basis of a
calculated powder pattern derived from merwinite
crystal structure data. Brianite is polysynthetically
twinned on { 100}, explaining the lamellar appearance
of the grains.

Moore (1973),  in a topological-ge ometr ical
analysis of alkali sulfate and calcium orthosilicate
structures, noted three kinds of large cat ion
polyhedra: Xlt2-pt with (0 < p < 6) so as to define the
pinwheel type; I/rlor polyhedra; and Mt"t, the oc-
tahedron (p : 6). The ytror polyhedra, owing to
shared faces with the tetrahedral anionic groups,
most likely receive the cations of lowest net charge.
Accordingly, it is proposed that brianite is isostruc-
turally related to merwinite as follows:
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Tr.sn 2. Indexed Powder Data for Brianite*

I  d (obs)  d (ca lc )  hk l I  d (obs)  d (ca lc )  hk1

ist, such as the analogs of larnite, bredigite, and the
"I-silicate" phase. Such compounds would have
compositions NaCa[POn], NaoBaCarMg[POa]4, and
NarCasMg[POn]a, resPectivelY.
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The first thirty l ines rePorted by Fuchs et al. (1967).

Brianire Na(l) Na(2)
Merwinite Ca(2) Ca(3)
PolYhedra ft lol  f l rol

( ideal)

It seems reasonable that brianite, like merwinite, is
a well-ordered and stoichiometric compound. In ad-
dition it is tempting to suggest that other alkali-
alkaline earth phosphate analogs of silicates may ex-

Ca Mg [POnlz
Ca(l)  Mg [Sio4l,
xtl2t 14ret lTatoe)z




