


Identiﬁcation activities are designed
to recognize properties associated
with historic patterns of suburbaniza-
tion and to gather information to deter-
mine the National Register eligibility of
historic subdivisions and neighbor-
hoods. The identification process calls
for the development of a historic con-
text at the local or metropolitan level
and the documentation of associated
properties using historical research
methods and field survey techniques.

Contextual information on local
patterns of suburbanization can guide
survey work by providing a link
between historic events and the physi-
cal evolution of communities. In turn,
survey information expands the under-
standing of local patterns, adding to
the local context information about
the location, character, and condition
of representative subdivisions and
neighborhoods.

Information previously gathered
through the statewide comprehensive
survey and other historic contexts
(local or state) should be supplemented
by new research and field surveys that
extend not only the geographical area
covered by earlier surveys but also the
chronological period considered his-
toric. Keep in mind that the findings
of earlier surveys and context state-
ments may need to be reevaluated and
updated according to new contextual
information about historic patterns of
suburbanization.

Publicly recorded plats provide an
abundance of information about local patterns
of subdivision design and real estate practices.
Designed by William H. Schuchardt in 1922 as
an experimental housing cooperative of
detached and semi-detached homes to ease
Milwaukee’s housing shortage, the Garden
Homes Subdivision was replatted with subdi-
vided lots in 1934 so that homes could be
sold to tenants and stockholders when the
cooperative was dissolved. (Historic plat by

H. L. Lockhart, courtesy Wisconsin State
Historical Society)
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IDENTIFICATION

DEVELOPING A LOCAL
HisTORIC CONTEXT

The nationwide context, “The
Suburbanization of Metropolitan Areas
of the United States, 1830 to 1960,” can
be applied to the study of suburbaniza-
tion on a local or metropolitan scale. In
addition, a number of states have devel-
oped historic contexts and multiple
property submissions that address vari-
ous aspects of suburbanization (See
Recommended Reading on pages
133134 for a list of associated multiple
property listings). Through historical
research and field surveys, documenta-
tion is gathered to form a written state-
ment of historic context, a master list of
residential subdivisions, and one or a
series of maps charting suburban
growth of an entire metropolitan area
or a single or small group of local com-
munities within it.

Conducting Historical Research

Initially historical research is directed
at gathering general information about
metropolitan or local patterns of devel-
opment, most importantly 1) demo-
graphic trends, 2) transportation sys-
tems and routes, 3) patterns of land
development and subdivision design,
and 4) trends in suburban housing and
landscape design. Later, additional
research in conjunction with field
surveys may examine the history of
specific neighborhoods.

Primary and secondary source
materials—often available in local
libraries, historical collections, and
government offices—yield a wealth of
information about local patterns of
suburbanization as well as the history
and development of local neighbor-
hoods. Historic maps and subdivision
plats should be identified early in the
study. For a summary of source materi-
als useful for developing contexts on
suburbanization and documenting sub-
urban neighborhoods, see Historical

Sources for Researching Local Patterns
of Suburbanization on pages 79-81.

Determining Geographical
Scale and Chronological Periods

Demographic trends can help docu-
ment the approximate growth and
extent of local suburbanization and
establish the periods of development
associated with particular methods of
transportation. From this data, predic-
tions can be made about the types of
suburbs likely to exist. For example,
metropolitan areas in the eastern
United States, which experienced rapid
growth due to industrialization during
the nineteenth century, likely contain
the full spectrum of suburban proper-
ties. Those in the Midwest, which
began to experience significant growth
in the 1880s, would probably include
streetcar, early automobile, and free-
way suburbs; and western cities, which
didn’t expand until the twentieth cen-
tury, can be expected to contain early
automobile and postwar or freeway
suburbs.

Using the date of legal incorporation
for the central city as a starting point,
researchers can make an initial estimate
of the period of historic suburbaniza-
tion by plotting a graph that compares
the population growth of the central
city to that of adjacent counties (or
smaller jurisdictions if the data is avail-
able for them) in ten-year intervals
through 1960, using data from the U.S.
Census. Such a graph will indicate not
only when and where suburbanization
likely occurred but also the extent to
which local patterns correspond to the
broad chronological periods identified
in the national context.

The metropolitan area is the most
appropriate scale for studying patterns
of suburbanization and establishing a
local historic context. However, limita-
tions of time and funding, as well as the
difficulty of coordinating efforts among
multiple governing jurisdictions (some-
times located in several states), may






transpartation routes should be assem-
bled. The maps should represent dates
fur enough apart that they capture sig-
nificant changes in the overall land-
scape, These maps can be compared o
trace the relationship between trans-
portition and subdivision developmemnt

and determine the dates when major
episndes of suburbanization scourred
incally. Because little physical evidence
of streetcor routes remains today, maps
showing these ronies are a key resoarce
for identifyving and verifying the pres-
ence of streetcar subuarba.

of information about locu] resl estate
practices and patterns of subdivision
design. They are also an invaluable tool
in surveying historic neighborhoods

and in evalusting significance and
integrity. Plats ryphcally indicate:

Identification
Step One: Develop local or metropolitan context
on suburbanizstion

1. Conchuct hstorical research,

2. Detormine geographical scale and chronological
ko,

3, Compile data from historic magy, plats, and ather
EOLirCEk

A, Prepgate & written statement of context.

Step Two: Conduct fiald surveys of historic
residential suburts

1. Select appropriate survey formL

. Gather materials for field reference.

3. Conduct & reconnaissance of preliminary survoy,

4, Analyze sureey results and Kentify potentially
eligible districls and proportbes

5 Conduct an intensive-lewe| survey of selected
propertir.

Evaluation

Step One: Define significance

1. Apply the National Reglster criteria,
2. Sulect areas of significance,

1. Define pertod of ugnificance.

Step Two: Assess historic integrity

1. Apply seven qualities of Integrity.

2. identify changes and threat to integeity.

1. Classify contributing and noncontributing
MEEDLUNTEE

4, Weigh overall integrity,

Figure 5,
Process for ldentification, Evaluation, and Documentation

Step Three Select boundaries

1 Define the historic boundaries,
L. Decide what to indude,

1. Select appropriate edges.

Documentation

Steps for Completing the National Registor Multiple
Property Form (NPS-10-900k)

1. Prowide a statement of contaxt

2. Provide an anahnis of property bypes.
1. Dafine reghtration requirements.

4. Explain methodology.

5. Priwide bibiliographical referenoe

B equire official certification.

Steps for Completing the Mational Register Registration
Farm (NP5 10-900)

1. Describe historlc districr.

2 Provide a list of contributing resources.

1, Provide & statement explalning the local cortest.
4. Document the history of the district

5. Explain how district mests National Register critena
and critesia consideration.

6. Provide bibliographical references.
7. Define and justify district boundaries,
B Provide photographs and maps.

% Acguire officiat certification.

Step Three: Follow reglistration

procedures

1. Consult Federal regulaticns {36 CFR Part 60) for
nominations,

2 Consult Federal regulations (36 CFR Part 63) for
determinations of eligibility.
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Historic plats provide an abundance




1) the date when a subdivision was
platted;

2) original legal jurisdiction and
boundaries of the subdivision;

3) name of the land development com-
pany or real estate developer
responsible for subdividing the land;

4) original layout of the streets, utili-
ties, and house lots; and

5) adjoining streets and arterials.

The requirements for recording plats
vary from locality to locality.
Researchers should make inquiries
about local practices for both recording
subdivision plats and for maintaining
them as archival records. Plat books
may be on file at the local courthouse
or planning office. The search for his-
toric plats may also involve contacting
distant repositories, such as State his-
torical societies or specialized archives
housing the records of developers, site
planners, or landscape architects.
Research of fire insurance maps,
recorded deeds, and written notices by
land development companies may pro-
vide similar and additional information
about community planning.

Mapping the Study Area: Information
from the historic maps, plats, and other
records can be used to prepare a map
or series of maps charting the outward
expansion of suburban development.
Maps should indicate the name, date
and location of railroad stations, street-
car routes, major arterial streets, park-
ways and boulevards, and highways, as
well as principal land subdivisions.
Reference copies should be prepared
for field surveys so that the presence of
resources can be verified and observa-
tions recorded about condition,
boundaries, and potential eligible
resources.

The best approach for graphically
depicting the relationship between
transportation and suburbanization is
to begin with a current geographical
map of the study area as a base map
and create a series of overlays or period
maps, each representing an important
chronological period and showing the
relationship of transportation facilities
and subdivision development during
that period. Such maps not only

illustrate important aspects of the his-
toric context, they also can be used to
document multiple property listings,
survey findings, and the evolution of
large residential districts. Geographical
Information Systems (GIS), Global
Positioning Systems (GPS), and a num-
ber of softwares for mapping now make
it possible to efficiently organize digi-
tized information about residential
development in the form of maps and
comparative graphs.

Preparing a Master List of
Residential Subdivisions: General
street maps, local plats and planning
documents, fire insurance maps, and
transportation maps usually provide
sufficient information to compile a
master list of subdivisions for each
chronological period. For survey
purposes, the list should be cross-
referenced to the field map and should
provide the historic name, current
name, dates of platting, as well as the
names of real estate developers and
designers, if known. Based on survey
findings and additional research, the
list can be further annotated to
describe key characteristics such as
size, street design, block size, number
of lots, types of original improvements,
periods of construction, house types,
and condition. Many communities are
now making tax assessment and plan-
ning information available online or on
CD-ROM; such a readily available
source of digitized data not only pro-
vides a wealth of information about
residential subdivisions and local hous-
ing types, but can be used in a variety
of ways, including maps and compara-
tive graphs.

Developing a Statement
of Context

The development of a local historic
context requires information gathered
through both historical research and
field surveys. For this reason, the writ-
ten statement should be developed in
several stages. An initial statement
based on research findings and previ-
ous surveys should be prepared before
the reconnaissance survey begins. The
findings of subsequent research and
both reconnaissance and intensive-

level surveys should be added at later
stages. The final statement of context
can be used in National Register nomi-
nations and multiple property listings,
as well as State or locally published
contexts and survey documents.

The statement should include a brief

summary of the history of the metro-
politan region and local community
being studied and an explanation of the
factors—geographical, legislative, and
economic—that have influenced the
growth and suburbanization of the
region. In addition, the statement
should explain the jurisdictional
boundaries within the metropolitan
region and identify the governing bod-
ies historically responsible for local
planning and development in the area
being studied. It should contain dates,
the proper names of influential individ-
uals and organizations, and references
to representative historic subdivisions
and neighborhoods associated with the
context.

Local contexts on suburbanization

typically include information about the
following:

Transportation trends, including the
location of railroad stations, street-
car routes, major arterial streets,
parkways and boulevards, and
express highways (freeways).

Local events that reflect national
trends in transportation, industry,
commerce, and government.

Local economic, demographic, and
other factors that historically influ-
enced the location and expansion of
residential suburbs (e.g. rise of aero-
space industry).

Representative types of residential
subdivisions and neighborhoods
believed or known to exist in the
study area, including the name,
dates, and general characteristics of
important examples.

General types of single and multiple
family housing that characterize the
area’s residential development,
including their association with par-
ticular income levels, socioeconomic
groups, industries, or local events.
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* clusters or streetscapes having his-
toric values, associations, or design
characteristics that distinguish them
from the larger subdivision of which
they were originally a part;

+ single homes associated with per-
sons important in our past or dis-
tinctive for their architectural design
or method of construction, or as the
work of a master;

« and community centers, schools,
and shopping centers within or adja-
cent to a residential neighborhood
which are associated with important
historic events or possess architec-
tural distinction.

While the residential subdivision is the
focus of survey activities, historic
neighborhoods may extend beyond the
boundaries of a single subdivision.
Historic associations or physical char-
acteristics linking these areas should be
documented and considered in making
recommendations about their collective
significance or National Register eligi-
bility. Conversely, where a historically
important neighborhood no longer
possesses historic integrity in its entire-
ty, a smaller area retaining significant
qualities and associations may be eligi-
ble. Individually eligible resources
associated with the suburbanization
context but located outside the bound-
aries of a potentially eligible historic
district should also be identified.

Organizing an Itinerary

Organize an automobile itinerary that
follows historic transportation routes
as closely as possible, directing survey-
ors from the oldest to the newest subdi-
visions so they can gain a sense of the
range of variation that occurred in
housing types and subdivision design
throughout the community’s history.
Because the boundaries of historic
subdivisions are often invisible in the
field and may not be evident on con-
temporary street maps, it is a good idea
to have copies of historic maps, plats,
and aerial photographs, as well as the
composite map or series of overlay
maps prepared for the historic context.
This is especially important when sur-
veying older suburbs where housing
was built in small subdivisions by a
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variety of builders, often following the
rectilinear urban grid, and where sub-
division boundaries are not necessarily
signaled by changes in architectural
style, housing type, or street design.

Recording Field Observations

Following the itinerary and using cur-
rent and historic street maps as a guide,
proceed in two stages. First, drive
through as many subdivisions as possi-
ble making general notes and taking
photographs. Second, for each major
subdivision, neighborhood, or distinc-
tive cluster, record field observations
incorporating information gathered
from maps, plats, and other field refer-
ence materials.

Surveyors should be prepared to
take photographs, annotate field maps,
and complete survey forms as they
proceed through each subdivision. It is
important to note the presence of dis-
tinctive features of architecture, land-
scape design, and community planning
that might be attributes of historic sig-
nificance and should receive further
documentation during an intensive
survey. This includes unusual house
types, distinctive architectural types,
characteristic streetscapes, evidence of
professional principles of landscape
design, important vernacular trends in
housing or yard design, or highly dis-
tinctive site plans. Similarly, note inter-
esting historical associations or obser-
vations on community life, such as
annual traditions, the role of a citizens’
association, or the presence of a com-
munity center.

One can expect to find a huge varia-
tion in the size and design of neighbor-
hoods. Those subdivided before World
War II may be relatively small in size,
often consisting of little more than a
single, rectilinear street with a handful
of rectangular lots to either side. In
these cases it may be useful to develop a
system of classifying such subdivisions
by attributes—such as street pattern or
architectural variety—to define local
patterns and establish a set of local
property types, or to look for common
characteristics that link subdivisions
into larger historic neighborhoods.

Analyzing Survey Results

Survey data should be incorporated
into the written statement of context,
and connections made between broad
patterns of local suburbanization and
the development of specific suburbs
and neighborhoods. At this point, the
master list of subdivisions can be anno-
tated to include information about
developers, builders, architects, site
planners, and other designers and to
note important events in social history
that illustrate locally important themes
or trends. Also, note the condition of
specific subdivisions and the general
nature of changes that each area has
undergone since the end of the historic
period.

Information about distinctive char-
acteristics of site planning, housing, or
landscape design should be used to
define significant local patterns, to doc-
ument the work of important design-
ers, and to identify properties that
should be more closely examined for
significance in architecture, landscape
architecture, or community planning
during the intensive survey. Likewise,
information about events in the neigh-
borhood’s cultural or social history
should be used to identify neighbor-
hoods associated with significant pat-
terns of community life and social
change. Survey information about con-
dition of local residential suburbs and
housing types will help establish
thresholds for evaluating historic
integrity in the local area.

From this synthesis, it is possible to
1) define the set of locally important
property types, 2) formulate registra-
tion requirements for National Register
listing, and 3) compile a list of subdivi-
sions, neighborhoods and other prop-
erties that appear eligible for the
National Register and merit intensive-
level survey.

Analysis of survey data will also sug-
gest areas of further research, appro-
priate research methods, and special
concerns for significance or integrity.
For example, observations about the
range of housing types may suggest
clues about the relationship of subdi-
viders and builders, the period of
development, sources of design, and
use of restrictive deeds, which can be



substantiated through further research
conducted during the intensive-level
survey. The presence of original home
owners or an active neighborhood
organization may indicate opportuni-
ties for conducting oral history or view-
ing community records.

Identifying Significant Patterns of
Development

While the significance of a residential
suburb depends to a large degree on the
local or regional context, the following
characteristics generally indicate aspects
of a neighborhood’s history that may
reflect important local or metropolitan
trends and should receive further study
through an intensive-level survey to
verify National Register eligibility.

+ The neighborhood’s planning and
construction related to the expan-
sion of local industry, wartime
industry, important stages in metro-
politan development, or broad
national trends such as returning
GI’s, the Better Homes movement,
and the bungalow craze.

+ The neighborhood—through its site
plan, overall landscape design, and
house design—reflects historic prin-
ciples of design or achieved high
artistic quality in the areas of com-
munity planning, landscape architec-
ture, or architecture.

» The subdivider and site planners
responsible for the platting and con-
struction of the subdivision figured
prominently in the suburban devel-
opment of the locality or region and
made substantial contributions to its
character and the availability of
housing.

+ The neighborhood’s design repre-
sents the work of one or more estab-
lished professional designers—site
planners, landscape architects,
architects, or engineers.

+ The subdivision design resulted from
the collaboration of professionals
representing several fields of design,
such as landscape architecture and
architecture.

+ The neighborhood exemplifies the
role that a certain type of developer

(subdivider, home builder, commu-
nity builder, operative builder, or
merchant builder) played in the
growth and development of the
locality or metropolitan region.

The neighborhood was designed to
conform to FHA-standards and rep-
resents one of the “earliest,” “most
successful,” “largest,” “finest,” or

“most influential” examples locally.

Historic neighborhoods possessing a
high degree of integrity and exhibiting
distinctive elements of design in the
subdivision plan, landscape architec-
ture, or domestic architecture.

Historic neighborhoods reflecting
important advances, established
principles, or popular trends in
community planning or landscape
architecture.

Neighborhoods containing homes in
a variety of period styles, or repre-
senting the work of one or a number
of noted architects.

Neighborhoods whose housing rep-
resents one or more locally impor-

tant housing types (e.g., bungalows
and foursquares).

Residential neighborhoods associat-
ed with important local industries or
local events and activities that are
known to have stimulated suburban
growth and development.

Neighborhoods historically associat-
ed with important events in the Civil
Rights movement to provide equal
access to housing.

Neighborhoods associated with
important patterns of ethnic settle-
ment that contributed to local
growth and development.

Neighborhoods with homes that
received recognition or awards from
professional organizations, trade
organizations, architectural jour-
nals, popular magazines, or housing
research foundations.

Neighborhoods that introduced or
established patterns of subdivision
design, housing, financing, or build-
ing practices that became influential
in the local community, metropoli-
tan area, or elsewhere.

Conducting an Intensive-Level
Survey and Compiling National
Register Documentation

Intensive-level survey provides a com-
prehensive study of selected neighbor-
hoods and gathers the detailed infor-
mation necessary to document proper-
ties for National Register listing and
make determinations of eligibility.
Building upon the general observations
made during the reconnaissance sur-
vey, the intensive-level survey provides
detailed, factual information about the
history and physical evolution of one
or more subdivisions or neighborhoods
believed to be eligible for National
Register listing.

The intensive survey closely exam-
ines the neighborhood’s historic signifi-
cance, integrity, and boundaries, firmly
establishing its place within the local
historical context. Survey at this level
gathers sufficient information to con-
firm National Register eligibility and to
document the property according to
National Register standards.

Documenting the Physical Evolution
of a Historic Residential Suburb

During intensive-level survey, addition-
al field observations and research pro-
vide an indepth record of the current
character and condition of a historic
neighborhood and document its physi-
cal evolution and history. The guide-
lines on pages 86-87 list the informa-
tion that should be gathered during the
intensive-level survey and reported on
the National Register registration form.
Several historical documents pro-
vide valuable comparative data for trac-
ing the physical evolution of a historic
neighborhood. A comparison of the
neighborhood as it exists today and the
original plat helps determine the extent
to which the plan was carried out and
the periods of time when housing was
constructed. Such a comparison will
also help determine whether the neigh-
borhood was developed by a subdi-
vider, who consequently sold unbuilt
lots to builders, or, by a community
builder, who not only sold lots but also
supervised the construction of houses.
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the overall plan, the architectural
design of dwellings and other build-
ings, and the landscape design of the
overall subdivision or of individual
homes, parks, or parkways. Signif-
icance under Criterion C requires that
the features that mark distinction in
planning, architecture, and landscape
design remain intact and recognizable.
Organization of space is a key factor
in ascribing significance in community
planning and landscape architecture.
Visible in the general or master plan
and aerial photographs, spatial organi-
zation is defined by the relationship
between design and natural topogra-
phy, the arrangement of streets and
house lots, the arrangement of build-
ings and landscape features on each lot,
and the provision of common spaces,
such as walkways, playgrounds, and
parks. The recognition of important
local patterns may require examining
records held by the local planning or
zoning office, the development compa-
ny, or architectural firms involved with
construction, as well as making com-
parisons with other suburbs in the local
area from the same period of time.
Significance in landscape architecture
may also derive from special features
such as a unified program of street
lighting or tree plantings; the landscape
design of yards, entrance ways, or road-
ways; the presence of scenic vistas; or
conservation of natural features.
Distinctive architectural design may
be present in a variety of building
types—dwellings, garages, carriage
houses, community buildings, gate
houses, and sheds. Buildings may
reflect a cohesive architectural type and
style with some variation (e.g. Cape
Cod or Ranch) or they may reflect a
variety of period or regional styles such
as Tudor Revival, Colonial Revival, or
Mediterranean. Homogeneity or diver-
sity of housing types and style may be
an important architectural characteris-
tic and be an important indicator of the
overall design intent of the suburb as
well as its period of development.
Information about the developer and
the various architects and landscape
architects involved in the design of a
subdivision is important to under-
standing the character of a residential
subdivision, ascribing design signifi-
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cance, and placing a suburb in a local,
metropolitan, State, or national con-
text.

Ability to Yield Important Information

Criterion D is applied to the evaluation
of pre- or post-contact sites, such as
remnant mills and farmsteads that pre-
date land subdivision and remain intact
in parks, stream valleys, floodplain, or
steep hillsides. Such sites may provide
information important to historic con-
texts other than suburbanization. In
addition, historical archeology of home
grounds may provide important infor-
mation about the organization of
domestic grounds, vernacular house
types, gardening practices, or patterns
of domestic life. When used in tandem
with documentary sources, historical
archeology helps define data sets and
research questions important in under-
standing patterns of suburbanization
and domestic life. For additional guid-
ance, consult the National Register bul-
letin, Guidelines for Evaluating and
Registering Archeological Sites and
Districts.

Evaluation under Criterion
Consideration G

Criterion Consideration G states that
properties that have achieved signifi-
cance within the past 50 years may
qualify for National Register listing if
they are an integral part of a historic
district that meets the criteria or if they
have exceptional importance.

The post-World War II building
boom, spurred by the availability of
low-cost, long-term mortgages for
home owners and financial credits for
builders, resulted in the widespread
development of suburban subdivisions
that were not only large in size but vast
in number. In coming years as many of
these approach 50 years of age, there
will be increasing pressure to evaluate
their eligibility for listing in the
National Register. Their evaluation
raises several questions concerning
Criterion Consideration G and the
National Register’s 50-year guideline.

When must a historic subdivision or
neighborhood possess “exceptional
importance” as a requirement for

National Register listing? Specific
dates for the overall site design and the
construction of component resources
are needed to determine when a case
for exceptional importance is necessary
to support eligibility or listing. Such a
case must be made for subdivisions
which were platted and laid out and
where the majority of homes were con-
structed within the last 50 years. It is
also required for neighborhoods
importantly associated with events that
occurred within the past 50 years even
though the homes were built during an
earlier period, for example an older
neighborhood importantly associated
with the Civil Rights movement.

Is “exceptional importance” a
requirement for a neighborhood
whose construction began more than
50 years ago but was completed
within the past 50 years? Because sub-
divisions were typically constructed
over a period of many years, it is not
uncommon to encounter a subdivision
where streets and utilities were laid out
and home construction begun more
than 50 years ago, but where construc-
tion continued into the recent past. As
a general rule, when a neighborhood as
a whole was laid out more than 50 years
ago and the majority of homes and
other resources are greater than 50
years of age, a case for exceptional
importance is not needed. In such
cases, the period of significance may be
extended a reasonable length of time
(e.g., five or six years) within the less-
than-50-year period to recognize the
contribution of resources that,
although less-than-50-years of age, are
consistent with the neighborhood’s his-
toric plan and character.

When the majority of homes and
other resources, however, are less than
50 years of age, a case for exceptional
importance is required. Subdivisions
of this type found not to possess excep-
tional importance should be reevaluat-
ed when the majority of resources
achieve 50 years of age.

Regional contexts should be devel-
oped in areas where suburbanization
was widespread and numerous planned
subdivisions took form during the post-
war era. Such a context can help 1)
establish a chronology of the region’s









extension of the American dream of
suburban life or home ownership to
an increasing broad spectrum of
Americans.

+ Ethnic Heritage recognizes the sig-
nificant association of a historic
neighborhood with a particular
ethnic or racial group.

The following areas are commonly
applied to historic suburbs important
for their design under Criterion C:

» Community planning and develop-
ment applies to areas reflecting
important patterns of physical
development, land division, or
land use.

+ Landscape architecture applies
when significant qualities are
embodied in the overall design or
plan of the suburb and the artistic
design of landscape features such
as paths, roadways, parks, and
vegetation.

» Architecture is used when signifi-
cant qualities are embodied in the
design, style, or method of construc-
tion of buildings and structures,
such as houses, garages, carriage
houses, sheds, bridges, gate houses,
and community facilities.

Where subdivision design resulted
from the collaboration of real estate
developers, architects, and landscape
architects, significance in all three
areas—community planning and
development, architecture, and

Period of Significance for the Heartwell
Park Historic District in Hastings, Nebraska,
begins in 1886, when the Heartwell Park
Addition was platted by developer James B.
Heartwell and the park laid out by landscape
architect A. N. Carpenter. It extends to 1950
to encompass the final and largest phase of
house construction facing the park in the
1940s, when due to local defense industries,
the local population increased from 15,145 in
1940 to 20,211 by 1950 and FHA-insured
Joans provided incentives for home building.
Due to the long period of development, the
district includes 47 contributing houses in a
wide range of styles and a number of land-
scape features, including the Jake and island,
curvilinear drives, and several noncontributing
bridges. (Photo and map by Mead & Hunt,
Inc., courtesy Nebraska State Historical
Society)

landscape architecture—should be
recognized and the contributions of
designers representing each profession
documented. Historic suburbs may be
eligible under Criterion C for their
reflection of important design charac-
teristics or as the work of a master;
those that made important contribu-
tions to the theory of landscape design
or community planning may also be
significant under Criterion A.

Defining Period of Significance

Period of significance is the span of
time when a historic property was asso-
ciated with important events, activities,
persons, cultural groups, and land uses,
or attained important physical qualities
or characteristics. The period of signifi-
cance defined for a historic district is
used to classify contributing and non-
contributing resources.

Neighborhoods significant under
Criterion A often have historic periods
spanning many years to correspond
with important historic associations
and events in community life. The his-
toric period for neighborhoods associ-
ated with an important person under
Criterion B should be based on the
years when the person resided in the
community or was actively involved in
community affairs. The period of sig-
nificance for neighborhoods qualifying
under Criterion C generally corre-
sponds to the actual years when the
design was executed and construction
took place; this will vary depending on
the type of suburb and the circum-
stances under which it took form. For
example, suburbs built by merchant
builders after World War I are likely to
have shorter periods of significance
than those laid out earlier in the centu-
ry by subdividers who were in the busi-
ness of selling empty lots in improved
subdivisions.

Period plans and maps are useful for
gaining an understanding of how a
neighborhood evolved and for deter-
mining the corresponding period of
significance. Generally the period of
significance for a historic suburb
important under Criterion C begins
with the date when the streets, house
lots, and utilities were laid out and
extends to the date when the plan was

fully realized or the construction of
homes substantially completed. The
date of the historic plat may be used as
the beginning date only when site
improvements were begun shortly
afterwards.

National trends of suburbanization
as well as local economic factors,
including the impact of major world-
wide events such as the Great
Depression and World War II, influ-
enced the length of time in which his-
toric suburbs formed and the extent to
which earlier plans were carried out or
modified. Such factors should be con-
sidered in defining an appropriate peri-
od of significance. Where development
was interrupted resulting in lengthy
periods when no construction
occurred (e.g., a decade or more), it
may be appropriate to define several
periods of significance.

Where construction occurred over
the course of many years, the period of
significance may be extended to
include more recent construction than
50 years provided it is in keeping with
the suburb’s historic design and evolu-
tion and satisfies the National
Register’s 50-year guideline (see discus-
sion on page 96). To determine an
appropriate closing date for the period
of significance, several questions
should be answered: What factors (e.g.
early plat, deed restrictions, availability
of financing) defined the neighbor-
hood’s social history and physical char-
acter during its early development?
How long did these factors continue to
influence the character or social history
of the district? Are the more recently
constructed dwellings of the district, by
their location, size, scale, and style,
consistent with the suburb’s overall his-
toric plan and earlier housing? To what
extent do the dwellings, by their archi-
tectural style or landscape design, con-
tribute to the historic character of the
district? To what extent do they reflect
later patterns of suburban development
or community history and to what
extent are these patterns important? If
they occurred within the last 50 years,
do they reflect trends or events of
exceptional importance?
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Classifying Contributing and
Noncontributing Resources

Buildings, structures, objects, and sites
within a historic residential suburb are
classified as “contributing” if they were
present during the period of signifi-
cance and possess historic integrity for
that period. Those resources built or
substantially altered after the period of
significance are classified as
“noncontributing” unless they have
individual significance that qualifies
them for National Register listing.
When a district’s period of signifi-
cance extends to a date within the past
50 years (see discussion of Criterion
Consideration G on page 96), resources
less-than-50-years of age are classified
as contributing if they were construct-
ed or achieved significance within the
defined period of significance, and by
function, historic associations, and
design, reflect important aspects of the
neighborhood’s history and physical
evolution. For example, a Colonial
Revival home built in 1954 would con-
tribute to a historic residential suburb
whose period of significance extends
from 1926, the date of platting, to 1958
when the last house following the origi-
nal plan was constructed, providing the
house was built on one of the original
lots and was in keeping with the his-
toric design character set by early deed
restrictions. Conversely in the same
neighborhood, a 1960s Ranch house on
an original lot and a 1990s house imitat-
ing the Colonial Revival style on a
newly subdivided lot would both be
classified as noncontributing because
their location and design departed
from the neighborhood’s historic plan
and their construction occurred out-
side the period of historic significance.

Nonhistoric Alterations and Additions

Alterations and additions since the
period of significance affect whether an
individual dwelling contributes to a
district’s significance. Designed to be
small but expandable, the houses built
from the early 1930s through the 1950s
have typically been enlarged as home
owners have added garages, porches,
sun rooms, family rooms, and additional
bedrooms. Houses with relatively
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modest additions that have little effect
on the historic design of the original
dwelling are classified as contributing.
Those with additions that alter the origi-
nal building’s massing and scale, intro-
duce major noncompatible design ele-
ments, and interrupt the spatial organi-
zation of the streetscape and neighbor-
hood, however, are classified as
noncontributing.

When evaluating the extent to which
the addition changes the dwelling’s
individual character and the character
of the streetscape of which it is a part, it
is important to consider the size, scale,
and design of the addition as well as its
placement on the house lot. Informa-
tion such as original setback require-
ments, historic design guidelines, and
deed restrictions may also be useful in
assessing the effect of additions on his-
toric integrity. Whereas the construc-
tion of dormers on a Cape Cod house
is unlikely to affect the dwelling’s
integrity in a serious way, the addition
of a full, second story by “popping up”
the roof substantially alters the charac-
ter of both house and streetscape.

Replacement siding poses a serious
threat to the historic character of resi-
dential neighborhoods. Not only have
wooden clapboards and shingled sur-
faces given way to a wide array of com-
mercially available siding in aluminum
and vinyl, but the asbestos-based mate-
rials of many World War II era and
postwar subdivisions, now considered
unsightly and unhealthy, are being cov-
ered. Whether new siding is the result
of maintenance, health, aesthetic or
energy saving concerns, it can have a
substantial, cumulative impact on the
character of historic neighborhoods,
especially those with architectural
distinction.

However, classifying all homes with
nonhistoric siding as noncontributing
is often too strict a measure. A wise
approach is to consider the effect siding
has on the character of the individual
dwelling, and the character of the
neighborhood as a whole. When deter-
mining whether a house with nonhis-
toric siding contributes, consider the
following:

+ The extent to which the new material
visually approximates the house’s
original material, design, and work-
manship. Siding made of horizontal
aluminum or vinyl boards would
have less effect on the visual integri-
ty of a house originally sheathed in
clapboards or novelty siding than
one built of brick or stone.

+ The degree to which other distinc-
tive features or architectural styling
are obscured or lost by the applica-
tion of the siding. The negative effect
of siding is minimized if features such
as window surrounds, purlins, wood
detailing, barge boards, and brackets
remain undamaged and visible.

+ The extent to which new siding is
accompanied by other alterations or
additions that substantially or
cumulatively affect the building’s
historic character.

In general, houses may be classified as
contributing resources where new sid-
ing: 1) visually imitates the historic
material; 2) has been thoughtfully
applied without destroying and obscur-
ing significant details; and 3) is not
accompanied by other alterations that
substantially or cumulatively affect the
building’s historic character.

Replacement siding is not a new
phenomenon, and when evaluating the
integrity of a historic neighborhood,
one must consider the date when mate-
rials such as form stone, imitative brick
sheathing, asbestos shingles, and other
materials were added. Where these
materials were installed during the
period of significance, either by origi-
nal home owners or later ones, they
may reflect important aspects of the
neighborhood’s evolution.

In sum, determining a reasonable
threshold for evaluating the integrity of
component resources begins with con-
sidering the reasons why the district
meets the National Register criteria,
and extends to examining the resource
not only for its individual characteris-
tics, but also for its contribution to the
historic character of the overall
neighborhood.



Weighing Overall Integrity

The final decision about integrity is
based on the condition of the overall
district and its ability to convey signifi-
cance. The integrity of historic charac-
teristics such as the overall spatial
design, circulation network, and vege-
tation as well as the integrity of individ-
ual homes should be considered.
Integrity depends to a substantial
degree on the context of a metropolitan
area’s pattern of suburbanization and
the condition of comparable neighbor-
hoods in the area. The loss or reloca-
tion of a few features usually does not
result in the loss of integrity of an
entire historic neighborhood; however,
the loss of entire streets or sections of
the plan, cumulative alterations and
additions to large numbers of dwellings,
the subdivision of lots, and infill con-
struction all threaten the integrity of the
historic plan and the neighborhood’s
overall historic character.

The integrity of a historic residential
subdivision relies in part on the cohe-
sion of the historic plan and aspects of
spatial organization, including street
design, setbacks, and density. For this
reason, integrity cannot be measured
simply by the number of contributing
and noncontributing resources. The
retention of historic qualities of spatial
organization, such as massing, scale,
and setbacks, and the presence of his-
toric plantings, circulation patterns,
boundary demarcations, and other
landscape features, should also be con-
sidered in evaluating the overall integri-
ty of a historic neighborhood. Historic
and contemporary views may be com-
pared through old photographs, corre-
spondence, news clippings, and pro-
motional brochures to determine the
extent to which the general design,
character, and feeling of the historic
neighborhood are intact and to meas-
ure the impact of alterations.

BOUNDARIES

The selection of boundaries for historic
residential suburbs generally follows
the guidelines for historic districts
found in National Register bulletins,
How to Complete National Register of

Historic Places Forms and Defining
Boundaries for National Register
Properties. Dwellings by noted archi-
tects, distinctive examples of a type or
method of house construction, or
designed landscapes, such as a park or
parkway, may be nominated separately
if they possess significance for which
they individually meet the National
Register criteria.

Defining the Historic Property

Boundaries are typically defined by the
extent of a historic subdivision or
group of contiguous subdivisions, par-
ticularly where significance is based on
design. Factors such as identity as a
neighborhood community based on
historic events, traditions, and other
associations may be more relevant and
should be considered when defining
the boundaries of neighborhoods
important in social history or ethnic
heritage.

Deciding What To Include

Boundaries should be clearly drawn on
the basis of physical characteristics,
historic ownership, and community
identity as a neighborhood. In cases
where a plan was only partially com-
pleted, the district boundaries should
correspond to only the area where the
plan was realized. Areas annexed or
added to a historic plan may be includ-
ed in the boundaries if such additions
are shown to be historically important
aspects of the overall suburb’s evolu-
tion and therefore possess historical
significance. If sections of a historic
neighborhood have lost historic
integrity, it is necessary to determine
whether the sections lacking historic
integrity can be excluded from the
boundaries and whether the remaining
unaltered area is substantial enough to
convey significance.

For residential suburbs that devel-
oped in several stages, perhaps as a sin-
gle farm was sold and subdivided in
segments, boundaries are generally
drawn to encompass the largest area
that took form during the historic peri-
od and that possesses historic impor-
tance. The nomination should

document the sequential stages of
development, indicating the bound-
aries of each stage on a sketch map or
period plan. Areas added within the
past 50 years should be excluded from
the district’s boundaries unless they are
shown to have exceptional importance.
Peripheral areas lacking integrity
should also be excluded from the
boundaries, for example, in the case of
a recently zoned commercial corridor
on the edge of a historic subdivision
where the relationship of individual
dwellings to the original plan and to the
historic neighborhood have been lost.
However, “donut holes” are not
acceptable.

Natural areas such as ponds or
woodlands may be included in the
boundaries when they have recreation-
al or conservation value and were
included in the historic plan.
Preexisting resources such as farm-
steads may be included in the bound-
aries when they are integral to the
design of the subdivision, were clearly
designated for preservation in the sub-
division plan, or have individual impor-
tance that is documented in the nomi-
nation.

Selecting Appropriate Edges

Lines drawn on historic plats, legal
boundaries, rights-of-way, and changes
in the nature of development or spatial
organization are generally used to
define the edges of a historic neighbor-
hood. In general, the boundaries
should be drawn along historic lot lines
or boundary streets. An explanation of
the relationship between the historic
plan or subdivision and the proposed
National Register boundaries should be
given in the boundary justification.
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DOCUMENTATION AND REGISTRATION

MULTIPLE PROPERTY
SUBMISSIONS

Where the history of suburbanization
for a metropolitan area is studied for
the purpose of identifying a number of
historic suburban neighborhoods, the
National Register Multiple Property
Documentation Form (NPS-10-9o0b)
may be used to document the context,
property types, registration require-
ments, and study methodology.
Individual registration forms are then
used to document each eligible neigh-
borhood. Instructions for completing
the form are found in the National
Register bulletin, How to Complete the
National Register Multiple Property
Documentation Form, and videotape,
The Multiple Property Approach.

INDIVIDUAL NOMINATIONS
AND DETERMINATIONS
OF ELIGIBILITY

Nominations are made on the National
Register Registration Form (NPS-10-
goo) and processed according to the
regulations set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
The form is intended as a summary of
the information gathered during identi-
fication and a synthesis of findings con-
cerning significance, integrity, and
boundaries. General instructions for
completing the form are found in the
National Register bulletin, Guidelines
for Completing the National Register of
Historic Places Registration Form.
Guidelines for documenting nationally
significant properties for NHL designa-
tion by the Secretary of the Interior are
found in the National Register bulletin,
How to Prepare National Historic
Landmark Nowminations. The following
section provides supplementary
instructions for each part of the form.
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Name

Historic residential suburbs are historic
districts and may be named in various
ways relating to their history and signif-
icance: historic name given in the origi-
nal plat or plan, name used by the com-
munity during the period of signifi-
cance, or name based on geographical
location such as a town, village, or
street. The name can include the term
“historic district” or “historic residen-
tial suburb.”

Classification

A historic subdivision is generally clas-
sified as a historic district because itis a
collection of buildings, structures, and
other features. The land covered by the
overall plan is generally counted as a
single site, and all buildings and struc-
tures substantial in size or scale therein
are counted separately as contributing
or noncontributing resources. The
count should include bridges, free-
standing garages, and outbuildings of
sufficient size and scale to warrant
being counted separately. Landscape
features such as curbing, roadways,
paths, tree plantings, ponds, and storm
drains are generally considered integral
features of the overall site and are not
counted separately, unless they are sub-
stantial in size and scale or have special
importance such as a central land-
scaped avenue or a designed park.

Description

The narrative description documents
the physical evolution and current con-
dition of the historic neighborhood
being registered. The chart on pages
86-87 can be used as a checklist for
describing residential districts. In sum-
mary, the description documents:

1) The historical relationship of the
suburb or neighborhood to the
growth and development of the local
community or metropolitan area,

including the location of major
transportation corridors; the provi-
sion for public utilities, such as
power and water mains; the location
of civic centers, business districts,
schools, and parks and parkways;
and local planning measures, such as
subdivision regulations and zoning
ordinances.

2) Neighborhood’s relationship to the
area’s natural topography and phys-
iography, including natural features
comprising and surrounding the dis-
trict, such as streams, canyons,
rivers, escarpments, mountains,
floodplain, and geological features.

3) The subdivision plan and its compo-
nent features, including the circula-
tion system, entrance features,
arrangement of blocks and house
lots, provision of sidewalks and
pedestrian paths, landscape plant-
ings, and community facilities such
as parks, playgrounds, and recre-
ational centers. Developer’s role and
relationship to architects, landscape
architects, and home builders
involved in the neighborhood’s
design and development. Principles
of landscape design characterized by
the overall plan or by specialized
areas within the plan. Improvements
provided by the developer, including
water and septic systems, roads, and
parks. Terms of deed restrictions
that provided a form of “private
control” over aspects such as the
cost of construction, required set-
backs, architectural style, and future
alterations. The presence of street
plantings, lampposts, curbs and gut-
ters, entrance portals or signs,
memorials, sculpture, landscape ele-
ments, principal vegetation, and
important natural features.

4) Principal house types, architectural
styles, and methods of construction,
including predominant characteris-
tics, such as scale, proportions,
materials, color, decoration, work-
manship, and quality of design.









avenues, parks, playgrounds, and
recreational areas that are part of the
historic neighborhood. Because
many residential districts will have a
large number of component
resources, which often share com-
mon aspects of size, plan, and style, it
may be useful to develop a typology
of housing types that can be used in
listing contributing and noncon-
tributing resources and locating
examples on sketch maps. Many
computer programs are particularly
helpful in formulating such a list.

Statement of Significance

The statement of significance explains
the ways in which the historic district
relates to the theme of suburbanization
locally and reflects the national trends
presented in this bulletin and sets forth
the reasons the district is significant
within this context. The statement
addresses the National Register crite-
ria, and if applicable, criteria consider-
ations. The greater the importance of
certain features—such as the overall
plan and circulation network—the
more detailed the explanation of their
role should be. The reasons for select-
ing the period of significance and the
areas of significance in which the dis-
trict meets the National Register crite-
ria must be justified.

Unless provided on a related multi-
ple property form, a statement of his-
toric context should identify one or
more themes to which the property
relates through its historic uses, activi-
ties, associations, and physical charac-
teristics. The discussion of historic
context should:

1) Explain the role of the property in
relationship to broad historic
trends, drawing on specific facts
about the district and its community.

2) Briefly describe the history of the
community where the neighborhood
is located and explain the various
stages in the community’s suburban-
ization, the factors leading to the
development of suburban neighbor-
hoods, and the characteristics of
historic subdivisions locally or
regionally. Explain how local trends

and examples relate to the national
context for suburbanization.

3) Explain or discuss the importance of
the suburban neighborhood in each
area of significance by showing that
it is a unique, important or out-
standing representative when com-
pared to other neighborhoods of the
same period or type or with similar
historical associations.

4) Explain how housing types, architec-
tural style, landscape design, materi-
als and methods of construction
reflect important trends in the
design and technology of the
American house and yard. Note
sources of plans (e.g., factory-made
houses, pattern books, mail order
plans, Small House Architect’s
Bureau, FHA-recommended
designs, or professional firm).

5) Establish the importance of the
developer, principal home builders,
architects, and landscape architects
in the history of the local community
or metropolitan region.

For districts significant under Criterion
A, provide an explanation of how the
events, or pattern of events, represent-
ed by the district made an important
contribution to the history of the com-
munity, State, or Nation. For districts
significant under Criterion B, explain
how the person with whom the proper-
ty is associated is important in the his-
tory of the community, State, or
Nation. For districts significant under
Criterion C, the statement of context
may be developed in one or more of
the following ways: 1) as a type, period,
style, or method of construction; 2) as
the work of a master; 3) possessing high
artistic values; and 4) representing a
significant and distinguishable entity
whose components may lack individual
distinction.

The documentation of neighbor-
hoods that achieved significance within
the past 50 years requires a justification
of exceptional importance. An explana-
tion of the dates when the subdivision
was laid out and the housing construct-
ed should be given in the nomination to
support the period of significance and
to indicate whether or not a justifica-
tion of exceptional significance is

needed. As a general rule, a majority of
resources must be at least 50 years of
age, before the district as a whole can
be considered to meet the 50-year
guideline. The nomination of a subur-
ban neighborhood whose design was
begun and substantially completed
more than 50 years ago, although some
resources within the district were built
within the last 50 years, does not
require a justification of exceptional
importance.

Maps and Photographs

The general requirements for maps and
photographs are given in the National
Register bulletin, How to Complete the
National Register Registration Form.
Maps include a U.S.G.S. quadrant map
identifying the location and coordi-
nates of the historic district and a
detailed sketch map indicating bound-
aries and labeling resources as con-
tributing or noncontributing. In addi-
tion, the sketch map should identify the
names of streets and community facili-
ties, such as schools, community build-
ings, shopping centers, parks, and play-
grounds. The map should include street
addresses or be cross-referenced by
resource number or name to the list of
contributing or noncontributing
resources in the Description (Section
7). The number and vantage point of
each photographic view should be indi-
cated as well as the relationship of the
district to surrounding streets or near-
by transportation facilities.

Photographs should illustrate the
character of principal streetscapes, rep-
resentative dwelling types, and signifi-
cant aspects of landscape design.
Community facilities, such as schools
and parks, and representative examples
of noncontributing resources should be
depicted.

If possible, supplement the required
documentation with copies of historic
plats, plans, and photographs. Period
plans that show the extent to which
housing and landscape design were
completed at various intervals of time
are also useful for graphically depicting
the neighborhood’s physical evolution
and can supplement the narratives in
Sections 7 and 8.
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Selected Multiple Property
Listings

Multiple Property Submission “covers” are
available at <www.nr.nps.gov>.

Apartment Hotels in Birmingham,
1900-1930, TR, Alabama

Lustron Houses in Alabama MPS,
Alabama

Spanish Revival Residences in Mobile
MPS, Alabama

Historic Apartment Buildings MPS,
Arkansas

Historically Black Properties in Little
Rock’s Dunbar School Neighborhood
MPS, Arkansas

Little Rock Apartment Buildings MPS,
Arkansas
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Educational Buildings in Phoenix MPS,
Arizona

Residential Subdivisions and Architec-
ture in Phoenix MPS, Arizona

Roosevelt Neighborhood MRA,
Arizona

Bungalow Courts of Pasadena TR,
California

Lilian Rice-Designed Buildings at
Rancho Santa Fe MPS, California

Los Angeles Branch Library System TR

Residential Architecture of Pasadena,
California, 1895-1918: The Influence of
the Arts and Crafts Movement MPS

Wartime Emergency Housing in
Bridgeport, Connecticut, 1916-1920,
MPS

Parkways of the National Capital
Region MPS, District of Columbia,
Maryland, and Virginia

Apartment Buildings in Washington,
D.C., 1880-1945, MPS

Clubhouses of Florida’s Woman’s Clubs
MPS

Winterhaven, Florida MPS
Lustron Houses in Georgia MPS

Shotgun Houses of Athens, Clark
County, MPS, Georgia

Boise Public Schools TR, Idaho

Tourtellotte and Hummel Architecture
TR, Idaho

American Woman’s League Chapter
Houses TR, lllinois

Chicago Park District MPS, Illinois
Highland Park MRA, Illinois

Historic Resources of Maywood,
Iinois MPS

Hyde Park Apartment Hotels TR,
Illinois

Illinois Carnegie Libraries MPS

Suburban Apartment Buildings in
Evanston TR, Illinois

Apartments and Flats of Downtown
Indianapolis TR, Indiana

The Bungalow and Square House: Des
Moines Residential Growth and
Development MPS, lowa

Iowa Usonian Houses by Frank Lloyd
Wright, 1945-1960, MPS
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Prairie School Architecture in Mason
City TR, Iowa

Small Homes of Howard F. Moffitt in
Iowa City and Coralville, Iowa, MPS

Suburban Development in Des Moines
Between the World Wars, 1918-1941,
MPS, Iowa

Towards a Greater Des Moines:
Development and Early Suburbaniza-
tion, ca 1880-ca 1920, MPS, Iowa

Lustron Houses of Kansas, MPS

Louisville and Jefferson County MPS,
Kentucky

Historic Residential Architecture of
Bangor MPS, Maine

Brookline MRA, Massachusetts
Newton MRA, Massachusetts
Stoneham MRA, Massachusetts

Water Supply System of Metropolitan
Boston MPS, Massachusetts

Worcester Three-Deckers TR,
Massachusetts

Residential Structures in Kansas City,
Missouri, by Mary Rockwell Hook TR

St. Joseph MPS, Missouri
Armour Boulevard MRA, Missouri

Suburban Schools in Butte MPS,
Montana

Nineteenth Century Terrace Houses
TR, Nebraska

Lustrons in New Jersey MPS

Operating Passenger Railroad Stations
TR, New Jersey

Multi-Unit Dwellings in Albuquerque
MPS, New Mexico

Albuquerque Downtown
Neighborhoods MRA, New Mexico

Twentieth Century Suburban Growth
of Albuquerque MPS, New Mexico

A.T. Stewart Resources, Garden City,
New York, TR

Hudson Highlands MPS, New York

Masten Neighborhood Rows TR, New
York

Olmsted Parks and Parkways TR,
Buffalo, New York

African-American Neighborhoods in
Northeastern Winston-Salem MPS,
North Carolina

Early Twentieth Century Raleigh
Neighborhoods TR, North Carolina

Eastlake Houses of Ashly TR, Ohio
Hobart Welded Steel Houses TR, Ohio

Architecture of Ellis F. Lawrence MPS,
Oregon

Craftsman Bungalows in Descutes
County MPS, Oregon

Middle-Class Apartments in East
Portland MPS, Oregon

Philadelphia Public Schools TR,
Pennsylvania

Pittsburgh Public Schools TR,
Pennsylvania

Early Twentieth Century Schools in
Puerto Rico TR

Single-Family Houses in Rhode Island
MPS

Lustron Houses in South Dakota MPS

Cement Construction in Richard City
MPS, Tennessee

Memphis Park and Parkway System
MPS, Tennessee

Oak Ridge MPS, Tennessee

Public Schools of Memphis, 1902-1915,
MPS, Tennessee

Residential Resources of Memphis
MPS, Tennessee

Entrepreneurial Residences of Turn-of-
the-Century Provo, Utah, TR

Perkins Addition Streetcar Suburb TR,
Utah

Three-Story Apartment Buildings in
Ogden, Utah, 1908-1928, MPS
Hilltop Neighborhood MPS,
Washington

Olympia Residential Architecture MPS,
Washington

Women’s History in Olympia MPS,
Washington

Ernest Flagg Stone Masonry Houses of
Milwaukee County TR, Wisconsin

Public Library Facilities of Wisconsin
MPS
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Rows of willow oaks frame Georgian Revival residences along Queens Road West in Myers Park, Charlotte, North Carolina. Developed between
1911 and 1943 according to a succession of plans by John Nolen, Earle Sumner Draper, and Ezra Clarke Stiles, Myers Park received considerable
recognition for its outstanding qualities of landscape design and became an important regional prototype for exclusive planned subdivisions in the
Southeast. (Photo by Thomas W. Hanchett, courtesy North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources)
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The ideal of suburban life in the parklike setting of a self-contained subdivision away from the nose,
pollution, and dangers of city streets has fueled the aspirations of increasing numbers of American
families since the mid-nineteenth century. Historic residential suburbs, such as the Guilford Historic
District in Baltimore, Maryland, resulted from the collaboration of developers, planners, architects, and
landscape architects, The contributions of these professional groups, Individually and collectively, give
American suburbs their characteristic identity as historic neighborhoods, collections of residential
architecture, and designed landscapes. (Phofo by Greg Pease, courtesy Mandand Department of Housing and
Econarmic Developrment)






