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INTRODUCTION 

According to recent estimates (Walker, 1960) 120 families of fishes, 

consisting of at least 586 species, are represented in the Gulf of California. 

Of these, 60 species in about 10 families are deep-water fishes, leaving a 

total of 526 species frequenting the area of the continental shelf. Excluding 

the deep-water fishes, the offshore pelagic fishes, and the 16 families of 

elasmobranchs, we have constructed a provisional key to 66 selected families, 

of which representative species are likely to be encountered in the shallow 

waters of the Gulf between Guaymas and Puerto Periasco, Sonora, Mexico. 

This key was modified from a key to the families of Hawaiian fishes 

and many of the line drawings are from the same source (Gosline, W.A. and 

V.E. Brock. 1960. Handbook of Hawaii Fishes. University of Hawaii Press. 

Honolulu, Hawaii. 372 pp. ). Since we did not have access to any of the 

extensive fish collections made in the Gulf we were unable to test the key 

thoroughly with specimens. Our choice of families and key characters was 

guided by the provisional check list of Gulf fishes compiled by Walker and 

Norris (MS). We thank these authors for making this valuable list available 

to us. 

The line drawings were compiled and redrawn from several sources. 

Although representative Gulf species of each family were used whenever 

possible, in many cases we had to use representative genera when illustra-

tions or specimens of properly identified species were unavailable. English 

and Mexican vernacular names respectively have been included below each 

drawing whenever possible. 

It should be emphasized that this is a "working key" and it does not 

pretend to be anything else. Students are encouraged to report apparent 

errors or inconsistencies which they may discover as they "run" their 

specimens through the key. 
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MASTER KEY TO GROUPS OF FAMILIES 

I. Pelvic fins usually abdominal with more than 5 soft 
rays ..............................................................  SUBKEY A, p. 3 

Pelvic fins usually thoracic or jugular with 5 or less 
soft rays .................................................................... II 

Pelvic fins totally absent ...............................  SUBKEY D, p. 23 

II. Dorsal fin composed of 2 or more separate parts not 
connected by a basal membrane .............. SUBKEY B, p. 7 

Dorsal fin continuous, or if subdivided, connected by 
a thin basal membrane ............................. SUBKEY C, p. 14 
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Lateral line 

Operculum 

Premax.  

BASIC EXTERNAL ANATOMY OF A SPINY-RAYED FISH 

Spiny Dorsal Fin 

Soft Dorsal Fin 

Pelvic Fin Caudal Peduncle 
in thoracic position 

2 

The opal eye, Girella simplicans 



SUBKEY A 

(PELVIC FINS ABDOMINAL WITH MORE THAN 5 SOFT RAYS) 

NO STIFF SHARP SPINES AT THE FRONT OF THE ANAL 

FIN   2 

ONE OR MORE STIFF, SHARP SPINES AT THE FRONT OF ANAL 

FIN   HOLOCENTRIDAE 
(SQUIRREL FISHES) 

HOLOCENTRUS  SP. 

(SQUIRREL FISH) 

2(1)  ADIPOSE FIN PRESENT   3 
ADIPOSE FIN ABSENT   5 

3(2)  SNOUT AND MOUTH WITHOUT BARBELS   4 
SNOUT AND MOUTH WITH 4-6 BARBELS   ARIIDAE  

(MARINE CATFISHES) 

BAGRE  SP. 

(MARINE CATFISH, BAGRE DE MAR) 
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4 

4(3) Teeth poorly developed; photophores present along 
abdomen ......................................................... MYCTOPHIDAE 

(Lantern fishes) 

Myctophum  sp. 
(Lantern fish) 

Teeth well developed; no photophores; reptile-like 
head ................................................................. SYNODIDAE 

(Lizard fishes) 

Synodus  sp. 
(Lizard fish) 

5(2) Snout not in the form of an elongate tube with a small 
mouth at the end ......................................................... 6 

Snout in the form of an elongate tube with a small mouth 
at the end ..................................................... FISTULARIIDAE 

(Coronet fishes) 

Fistularia petimba  
(Coronet fish, Coroneta) 

6(5) Pectorals not wing-like ................................................  
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PECTORALS WING-LIKE   EXOCOETIDAE 

( FLYINGFI SHE S) 

CYPSELURUS  SP. 

( FLYINGFISH, PEZ VOLADOR) 

7(6)  ONE OR BOTH JAWS EXTENDED INTO A BEAK   8 
JAWS NOT EXTENDED INTO A BEAK   9 

8(7)  BOTH JAWS EXTENDED INTO A LONG SHARP BEAK... BELONIDAE 

(NEEDLEFISHES) 

BELONE  SP. 

(NEEDLEFISH, AGUJCIN)  

ONLY THE LOWER JAW EXTENDED INTO A BEAK ... HEMIRAMPHIDAE 

( HALFBEAKS) 

HYPORHAMPHUS  SP. 

( HALFBEAK) 

9(7)  BELLY WITHOUT STRONG SPINY SCUTES   10 
BELLY WITH STRONG SPINY SCUTES  CLUPEIDAE 

(HERRINGS) 

SARDINOPS CAERULEA  

( PACIFIC SARDINE, SARDINA) 

10(9)  MOUTH SMALL, NOT EXTENDING BEHIND THE EYE   11 
MOUTH LARGE, EXTENDING BEHIND THE EYE   12 



11(10)  MOUTH TERMINAL, SNOUT DOES NOT OVERHANG LOWER 

JAW   13 

MOUTH INFERIOR, SNOUT OVERHANGS LOWER JAW.. ABULIDAE 

( BONEFISHES) 

ABULA  VULPES  

( BONEFISH, SETIORITA) 

12(10)  LATERAL LINE PRESENT; MOUTH TERMINAL   ELOPIDAE 

( LADYFISHES) 

ELOPS  SP. 

( LADYFISH) 

 

LATERAL LINE ABSENT; MOUTH INFERIOR  ENGRAULIDIDAE 
(ANCHOVIES) 

ANCHOVIELLA SP. 

(ANCHOVY, ANCHOVETA) 

 

13(11)  LATERAL LINE PRESENT; TEETH PRESENT   CHANIDAE 
(MILKFISHES) 

CHANOS CHANOS  

( MILKFISH) 

LATERAL LINE ABSENT; TEETH PRESENT BUT SMALL; 

HERRING-LIKE FISH   DUSSUMIERIIDAE 

(ROUND HERRINGS) 

ETRURNEUS  ACUMINATUS 

6 

( PACIFIC ROUND HEYRING)  
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SUBKEY B 

( PELVIC FINS THORACIC WITH 5 OR FEWER SOFT RAYS; 

DORSAL FIN COMPOSED OF 2 OR MORE SEPARATE PARTS) 

TWO DORSAL FINS   2 

THREE DORSAL FINS, THE FIRST 2 JOINED AT BASE .. TRIPTERYGIIDAE 

( TRIPTERYGID BLENNIES) 

TRIPTERYGION  SP. 

2(1)  PELVIC FINS NOT FUSED INTO A SUCTION DISC   3 

PELVIC FINS FUSED INTO A WEAK SUCTION DISC ... GOBIIDAE 

(GOBIES) 

BATHYGOBIUS  SP. 

(GOBY, GOBIO) 

3(2)  PECTORAL FIN NORMAL, NO FREE RAYS   4 
PECTORAL FIN WITH A SEPARATE SECTION BELOW MADE 

UP OF FREE RAYS  16 

4(3)  SOFT DORSAL FIN NEVER FOLLOWED BY FINLETS; NO BONY 

SCUTES OR KEEL ALONG LATERAL LINE OF CAUDAL 

PEDUNCLE   6 

SOFT DORSAL OFTEN FOLLOWED BY FINLETS; BONY SCUTES 
OR KEEL OFTEN PRESENT ALONG LATERAL LINE OF 

CAUDAL PEDUNCLE   5 
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5(4)  ANAL FIN PRECEDED BY 2 FREE  SPINES; LATERAL KEEL OFTEN LINED 

WITH BONY SCUTES; FINLETS SOMETIMES PRESENT.. CARANGIDAE 

( JACKS) 

CARANX  SP. 

( JACK, CABALLA) 

ANAL FIN NOT PRECEDED BY 2 FREE SPINES; NO BONY SCUTES ON 

LATERAL KEEL; FINLETS ALWAYS PRESENT   SCOMBRIDAE 

(MACKERELS & TUNAS) 

PNEUMATOPHORUS JAPONICUS DIEGO  

( PACIFIC MACKEREL) 

6(4)  NO PAIR OF LONG BARBELS ON CHIN  7 

A PAIR OF LONG BARBELS ON CHIN   MULLIDAE 

(GOATFISHES) 

PSEUDUPENEUS  SP. 

( GOATFISH) 

7(6)  GILL OPENING ANTERIOR TO PECTORAL FIN BASE   8 
GILL OPENING BEHIND PECTORAL FIN BASE; PECTORAL FINS 

LOBE-LIKE   17 
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8(7) Mouth small or only moderately large; no strong canines on 
jaw or palate .......................................................................... 9 

Mouth very large with prominent strong canines on jaw 
and palate ...................................................................... SPHYRAENIDAE 

(Barracudas) 

Sphyraena  barracuda 
Great Barracuda 

9(8) Eyes lateral; no large spines above pectorals and behind 
opercle  s ................................................................................  10 

Eyes dorsal; 2 large spines above pectorals and behind 
opercle  s ................................................................................  19 

10(9) Body elongated or only moderately compressed ............. 11 
Body deeply compressed; mouth very small ............. EPHIPPIDAE 

(Spadefishes) 

Chaetodipterus  sp. 
(Spadefish) 

11(10)  Mouth large extending to posterior margin of eye .. 12 
Mouth small, extending only to anterior margin 

of eye ............................................................................  13 



12(11)  2 ANAL SPINES; LATERAL LINE NOT EXTENDING INTO CAUDAL 

FIN   APOGONIDAE 
( CARDINAL FISHES) 

APOGON  SP. 

( CARDINAL FISH) 

3 ANAL SPINES; LATERAL LINE EXTENDING INTO THE CAUDAL 

FIN   CENTROPOMIDAE 
(SNOOKS) 

CENTROPOMUS  SP. 

( SNOOK) 

13(11)  DORSAL FINS WIDELY SEPARATED, DISTANCE GREATER THAN THE 

LENGTH OF THE FIRST DORSAL FIN BASE   14 
DORSAL FINS CLOSE TOGETHER ,  DISTANCE LESS THAN THE LENGTH 

OF THE FIRST DORSAL FIN BASE   15 

14(13)  DISTINCT SILVER BAND OR STRIPE ALONG BODY; DORSAL SPINES 

VERY WEAK AND INCONSPICUOUS   ATHERINIDAE 
(SILVERSIDES) SIDE S) 

LEURE STHE S SAR DINA 

(GULF GRUNION) 

1 0 



XENISTIUS CALIFORNIENSIS 
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NO DISTINCT SILVER BAND ALONG BODY; BODY MORE UNIFORMLY 

SILVERY; SPINES OF DORSAL FIN STRONG AND CONSPICUOUS...  

MUGILIDAE 
(MULLETS) 

MUGIL CEPHALUS  

(MULLET, LISA) 

15(13)  LATERAL LINE ABSENT; NO HORIZONTAL STRIPES ALONG BODY; 

SMALL GOBY-LIKE FISH   ELEOTRIDAE 
( SLEEPERS) 

LATERAL LINE PRESENT; HORIZONTAL STRIPES ALONG BODY; 

FISH RESEMBLES A STRIPED BASS   XENICHTHYIDAE 
(SALEMA) 

(SALEMA) 

16(3)  FREE PECTORAL RAYS MODIFIED INTO 6 SLENDER, THREADLIKE 

FEELERS; MOUTH INFERIOR; SILVERY MULLET-LIKE 

FISHES   POLYNEMIDAE 
( THREADFINS) 

POLYDACTYLUS  SP. 

( THREADFIN) 

FREE PECTORAL RAYS MODIFIED INTO 3 STIFF FEELERS USED FOR 

WALKING OVER THE BOTTOM   TRIGLIDAE 
(SEA ROBINS) 
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PRIONOTUS  SP. 

( SEA ROBIN) 

17(7)  MOUTH VERY LARGE WITH STRONG CANINE TEETH; 3 ISOLATED 

FILAMENTOUS DORSAL SPINE S   LOPHIIDAE 

(GOOSEFISHES) 

LOPHIOMUS SETIGERUS  

(GOOSE FISH) 

MOUTH SMALL OR MODERATELY LARGE WITH WEAK TEETH; 3 DORSAL 

SPINES WHEN PRESENT NOT FILAMENTOUS, ALTHOUGH THE 

FIRST SPINE MAY BE MODIFIED INTO A "FISHING ROD" 

WITH "BAIT"   18 

18(17)  NO TRUE FIN SPINES; MOUTH VERY SMALL AND SUBTERMINAL 
OGCOCEPHALIDAE 

( BATFISHE S) 

ZALIEUTES ELATER 

( BATFISH) 
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TRUE FIN SPINES PRESENT; MOUTH LARGE, TERMINAL AND 

OFTEN OBLIQUE   ANTENNARIIDAE 
(ANGLERS) S) 

ANTENNARIUS  SP. 

( FISHING FROG) 

19(9)  ONE SPINE AND 3 SOFT RAYS IN PELVIC FIN   DACTYLOSCOPIDAE 
(STARGAZERS) 

COKERIDIA  SP. 

( STARGAZER) 

ONE SPINE AND 5 SOFT RAYS IN PELVIC FIN   URANOSCOPIDAE 
( ELECTRIC STARGAZERS) 

ASTROSCOPUS  SP. 

( ELECTRIC STARGAZER) 



SUBKEY C 

( PELVIC FINS WITH 5 OR LESS SOFT RAYS; DORSAL FIN CONTINUOUS) 

1 
 

PELVIC FINS THORACIC, POSTERIOR TO PECTORAL FIN BASE DIRECTLY 

BELOW IT   2 

PELVIC FINS JUGULAR, ANTERIOR TO PECTORAL FIN BASE   15 

2(1)  NO SPINY RIDGE RUNNING HORIZONTALLY ACROSS CHEEK BELOW 

EYE; NO BACKWARDLY PROJECTING SPINES ON TOP OF HEAD 

BEHIND EYES   3 

A SPINY RIDGE RUNNING ACROSS CHEEK BELOW EYE JOINING 

THE PREOPERCLE AT NEARLY A RIGHT ANGLE; BACKWARDLY 

PROJECTING SPINES ON TOP OF HEAD BEHIND EYES   

SCORPAENIDAE 
(SCORPION FISHES) 

SCORYAENA  .J UTTATA   

(SCULPIN) 

3(2)  EYES ON BOTH SIDES OF THE HEAD   4 

EYES ON ONLY ONE SIDE OF THE HEAD   20 

4(3)  GILL COVERS ATTACHED TO ISTHMUS FAR FORWARD OR ENTIRELY 

FREE FROM IT; BRANCHED CAUDAL RAYS ABOUT 15 OR MORE; 

SCALES CTENOID   6 
GILL COVERS BROADLY ATTACHED TO ISTHMUS OR TO ONE ANOTHER 

BY A MEMBRANE; BRANCHED CAUDAL RAYS 11-12; SCALES 

CYCLOID   5 

14 
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membrane 
connecting 
gill covers 

Gill covers 
free from 
isthmus 

n  
5(4) Jaws with a single series of separate teeth in front ...............  

LABRIDAE 
(Wrasses) 

Halichoeres  sp. 
(Wrasse) 

Jaw teeth either fused into a beak-like structure or with 
2 to several series of overlapping incisors in front ......... 

SCARIDAE 
(Parrotfishes) 

Scarus compressus  
(Parrotfish, Perico, Loro) 

6(4) Anal fin with 3 or more spines ................................................... 8 
Anal fin with 2 spines .................................................................  7 



ANAL FINS FORMING A GROOVE FOR THESE FINS   

16 

7(6)  A SINGLE NOSTRIL ON EACH SIDE OF THE HEAD; LATERAL LINE ENDING 

UNDER SOFT DORSAL  POMACENTRIDAE 
(DAMSEL FISHES) 

ABUDEFDUF SAXATILIS 

(SERGEANT MAJOR) 

A PAIR OF NOSTRILS ON EACH SIDE OF HEAD; LATERAL LINE 

EXTENDING INTO THE CAUDAL FIN   SCIA.NIDAE  
(DRUMS) 

UMBRINA SINALOAE  

( CROAKER, RONCADOR ?) 

8(6)  MOUTH NOT STRONGLY PROTRACTILE; NO SHEATH OR GROOVE ALONG 

BASE OF DORSAL AND ANAL FINS   9 
MOUTH STRONGLY PROTRACTILE; SHEATH ALONG BASE OF DORSAL AND 

GERRIDAE 
( MOJARRAS) 

GERRES CINEREUS 

( MOJARRA) 
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9(8) Mouth moderate or large, reaching behind level of the anterior 
nostril; teeth usually firm .................................................  10 

Mouth small, not reaching the level of the anterior nostril; 
teeth more or less flexible, like the teeth of a comb; 
deep bodied and strongly compressed ..................  CHAETODONTIDAE 

(Butterfly and Angelfishes) 

Pomacanthus zonipectus  (?) 
(Black Angelfish) 

10(9) Base of soft dorsal and anal not covered with scales ........  12 
Base of soft dorsal and anal covered with scales ..............  11 

11(10)  Typically 14 dorsal spines; young have whitish blotches 
on each side of back; large bluish eye ..............  GIRELLIDAE 

(Opaleyes) 

(see p. 2 for illustration) 

Typically 11-12 dorsal spines; young do not have whitish 
blotches on each side of back ............................ KYPHOSIDAE 

(Rudderfishes) 

Kyphosus  sp. 
(Rudderfish) 



CHEEK 

12(11)  MAXILLARY SLIPS UP UNDER CHEEK WHEN MOUTH IS CLOSED; 

10-13 DORSAL SPINES   13 

18 

MAXILLARY 

MAXILLARY DOES NOT SLIP UP UNDER CHEEK WHEN MOUTH IS 

CLOSED; 6-9 DORSAL SPINES  SERRANIDAE 
(GROUPER S) 

STEROLEPIS GIGAS  

( BLACK SEA BASS, MERO) 

13(12)  STRONG CANINE TEETH; NO PIT BELOW CHIN   14 
FEEBLE TEETH; A DEFINITE PIT IS FOUND BELOW THE 

CHIN   HAEMULIDAE 
(GRUNTS) 

HAEMULON  SP. 

(GRUNT, RONCADOR) 



1 4(13) Teeth on palate well developed; snout characteristically flattened, 
has a shovel-headed appearance 

 

LUJANIDAE 
(Snappers) 

 

Lutjanus sp. 
(Snapper, Pargo) 

No teeth on palate; snout typically convex. ............... SPARIDAE 
( Porgie s) 

Calamus  sp. 
( Porgy) 

15(1) No spines in any of the fins; tail usually pointed, dorsal and anal fins 
often continuous ................................................................................ 16 

Spines in the fins, although they may be feeble; tail not pointed, 
dorsal and anal fins not continuous ............................................  17 

-19- 



20 

16(15)  PELVICS reduced to a pair of fine finger-like whiskers under the 
chin .................................................................................. OPHIDIIDAE 

( CUSK eels) 

Otophidium  sp. 
( CUSK eel) 

PELVICS reduced or absent, and when present not under the chin, 
but jugular ................................................................... BROTULIDAE 

( BROTULIDS) 

Brotula  sp. 

PELVICS and pectorals modified into a strong sucking disc; no 
scales GOBIESCOCIDAE 

( CLINGFISHES) 

Tomicodon humeralis 
( CLINGFISH, GOBIO) 

17(15)  Body completely naked, no scales present ...................................... 18 
Body nearly or completely scaled ..................................................... 19 

18(17)  PHOTOPHORES present along dorsal and ventral surfaces; mouth 
large with prominent canine teeth along upper and lower jaws; 
no cirri on head 

 

BATRACHODIDAE 
( Toadfishes) 

 

Porichthys notatus  
(Midshipman) 
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No photophores present; mouth small to moderately large; jaw teeth 
fixed, close set; one or 2 canine teeth may be present; cirri 
often present on head ......................................................... BLENNIIDAE 

(Blennies) 

Hysoblennius gentilis 
(Ble-rrny)  

19(17) Dorsal fin spines strong; cirri often present on head; lateral line 
complete ................................................................................ CLINIDAE 

(Clinids) 

Malacoctenus  sp. 
(Klipfish) 

Dorsal fin spines feeble; no cirri on head; lateral line incomplete; 
very large head and mouth .............................................. OPISTHOGNATHIDAE 

(Jawfishes) 

Opisthognathus  sp. 
(Jawfish) 
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20(3) Both eyes on the right side of the head ........................... PLEURONECTIDAE 
(Right-eyed flounders) 

Pleuronichthys  sp. 
(Right-eyed Flounder) 

Both eyes on the left side of the head .............................. BOTHIDAE 
(Left-eyed flounders) 

Citharichthys  sp. 
(Left-eyed Flounder) 
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SUBKEY D 

( PELVIC FINS TOTALLY ABSENT) 

1 
 

NO SEPARATE CAUDAL FIN AT END OF A CONSTRICTED CAUDAL PEDUNCLE  2 
A SEPARATE CAUDAL FIN AT THE END OF A CONSTRICTED CAUDAL PEDUNCLE AS 

IS USUAL IN FISHES   7 

2(1)  BODY NOT ENCLOSED IN BONY PLATES   3 
BODY COMPLETELY ENCLOSED IN BONY PLATES  SYNGNATHIDAE 

(SEA HORSES) 

3(2)  DORSAL AND ANAL FINS CONTINUOUS AROUND TIP OF TAIL   4 
BODY TERMINATING POSTERIORLY IN A SHARP, HARD FINLESS POINT; FINS 

SHARPLY DEMARCATED FROM BODY, NOT ENCLOSED IN FLESH   

OPHICHTHIDAE 
( SNAKE EELS) 

OPHICHTHUS  SP. 

(SNAKE EEL, ANGUILLA) 

4(3)  GILL OPENINGS OF THE SIDES OF HEAD MEETING OR VERY NEARLY MEETING ON 

MID-VENTRAL LINE   5 
GILL OPENINGS OF THE SIDES OF HEAD WELL SEPARATED, NOT EXTENDING DOWN 

ON TO VENTRAL SURFACE OF BODY   6 

5(4)  JAWS LONG AND TAPERING; SNOUT AS LONG AS DISTANCE FROM EYE TO GILL 

OPENING  NEMICHTHYIDAE 
( SNIPE EELS) 

NEMICHTHYS  SP. 

(SNIPE EEL, ANGUILLA) 
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JAWS SHORT AND BLUNT, SHORTER THAN DISTANCE FROM EYE 

TO GILL OPENING; ANUS BELOW OR IN FRONT OF PECTORAL FINS....  

CARA PIDAE 
( PEARL FISHES) 

( CARAPUS (FIERASPER)  SP. 

( PEARL FISH) 

6(4)  PECTORAL FIN WELL DEVELOPED; NO FANG-LIKE TEETH IN MOUTH 

CONRIDAE 
( CONGER EELS) 

ARIOSOMA  SP. 

( CONGER EEL, CONGRIO) 

NO PECTORAL FIN; FANG-LIKE TEETH IN MOUTH   MURAENIDAE 
(MORAY EELS) 

GYMNOTHORAX  SP. 

( MORAY EEL, MORENA) 

7(1)  TWO WELL SEPARATED DORSAL FINS, THE FIRST COMPOSED OF ONE OR MORE 

STRONG, ROUGH SPINES  8 
A SINGLE DORSAL FIN COMPOSED ENTIRELY OF SOFT RAYS   9 
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8(7)  INDIVIDUAL SCALES NOT VISIBLE; VELVETY SURFACE; ANTERIOR 

DORSAL SPINE INSERTED OVER EYE  MONOCANTHIDAE 
( FILEFISHES) 

ALUTERA SCRIPTA 

( FILEFISH) 

PLATE LIKE SCALES ON SIDES; ANTERIOR DORSAL SPINE INSERTED SLIGHTLY 

BEHIND EYE  BALISTIDAE 
( TRIGGERFISHES) 

BALISTES POLYEPIS  

( TRIGGERFISH) 

9( 7)  NO BONY PLATES OR RINGS ON BODY; BEAK-LIKE TEETH; STUBBY, STOUT 

BODY   10 
BONY PLATES OR RINGS AROUND BODY; TEETH NOT BEAK-LIKE; ELONGATE 

SLENDER BODY  SYNGNATHIDAE 
( PIPEFISHES) 

SYNGNATHUS  SP. 

( PIPEFISH, AGUJA, AGUJON) 
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10(9) Body covered with sharp spines; teeth in each jaw fused to one unit .  •  •  

DIODONTIDAE 
(Porcupine fishes) 

Diodon hystrix 
( Porcupine fish) 

Body not covered with sharp spines, but may have prickles; fused 
teeth in each jaw with a distinct line of division in front ...................  

TETRAODONTIDAE 
( Puffers) 

Sphoeroides  sp. 
(Puffer, Botete) 
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