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Dues are Due now! 

'XHV�DUH�����IRU�D�VLQJOH�PHPEHU��RU�����IRU�D�IDPLO\�OLYLQJ�DW�WKH�
VDPH� DGGUHVV�� :H� ZDQW� WR� UHPLQG� \RX� WKDW� LI� ZH� KDYH� QRW� UH�
FHLYHG�\RXU�GXHV�E\�$SULO��VW�\RX�ZLOO�VDGO\�EH�GURSSHG�IURP�WKH�
PHPEHUVKLS�OLVW�DQG�QR�ORQJHU�UHFHLYH�WKH�.HLNL� 

Welcome to the March, 2021, Keiki.  We have some special items for you 
this month, including an article on Coelogynes (SEE-loh-gines—rhymes 
with “Three-more-times”) by our very own Corbin Beller.  There will be 
no regular member’s meeting this month, as our annual Orchid Show 
will be held on March 27th and 28th, with set-up on the 26th.  We des-

perately need your blooming plants for our display. You should be work-
ing on them now, to keep them clean, staked for the best display or their 
flowers, and clean. The American Orchid Society will be judging our 
show and also looking at extra-nice plants for consideration for AOS 
awards. The judges don’t want to see poorly-displayed flowers or plants 
with (horrors!)  BUGS or unsightly blemishes or dirty marks on the 
leaves. So get them looking nice, and bring them to our set-up day on 
Friday, March 26th, so we can place them into our beautiful display. What 

kind of plants do we want?  

EVERYTHING!  

If it has a flower on it we can lovingly place it where everyone can ap-
preciate it. Who knows? You may even win a ribbon for it! You can come 
back and pick up your plants on Sunday afternoon after 4PM. 
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By    Yvette Lewis  

 

Current Report as of 2/262021: 

Prior balance as of 1/22/2021: $8,793.29 

Total receipts (raffle, etc.) $870.00 

Total disbursements  ($189.20) 

Balance as of 2/26/2021 $9,474.09 

Outstanding Checks ($584.00) 

Cash On Hand 1/22/2021 $8,890.09 

Mary Lou Mattana with founding member Helen 

Battistrada. We miss you, Helen! 
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WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͛Ɛ�DĞƐƐĂŐĞ 
&ƌŽŵ�^ƚĞǀĞ�DĂƩĂŶĂ 

*RRG�GD\�HYHU\RQH 

2XU�)HEUXDU\�PHHWLQJ�ZDV�VSHFWDFXODU�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�IORZHUV�WKDW�
3DP�:DWHUV��IURP�2UFKLGVLQ%ORRP�FRP��6KH�EURXJKW�VR�PDQ\�
SODQWV�LW�ZDV�XQEHOLHYDEOH��,�SXUFKDVHG�IRXU�IRU�P\VHOI��3DP�ZHQW�
LQWR�H[WUHPH�GHWDLO�LQ�K\EULGL]LQJ�ZLWK�5O��GLJE\DQD���3DP�VKRZHG�

XV�D�FRXSOH�RI�GLIIHUHQW�H[DPSOHV�RI�KRZ�WKH�GLJE\DQD�LV�XVHG�LQ�EUHHGLQJ��5O��
GLJE\DQD�LV�NQRZQ�IRU�LWV�H[WUHPH�IUDJUDQFH��7R�PH�LW�KDV�D�OHPRQ�OLPH�DQG�DQRWKHU�
FLWUXV�IODYRU�LQ�WKHUH�WKDW�,�FDQQRW�SLQSRLQW��7KH�IUDJUDQFH�LV�VWDJJHULQJ��,W�LV�P\�ID�
YRULWH�SODQW�RI�DOO�WLPH��,�ZDLW�DOO�\HDU�ORQJ�IRU�P\�GLJE\DQD�WR�EORRP���,W�LV�DOVR�XVHG�
EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�JLDQW-VL]HG�IORZHU�DQG�WKH�IULQJHG�SHWDOV��$QG�VRPH�RI�WKH�FURVVHV�
WKH�IULQJH�HQFRPSDVVHV�PRUH�RI�WKH�IORZHU��,W�LV�DQ�DPD]LQJ�OLPH�JUHHQ�FRORUHG�IORZ�
HU� 

3DP�DOVR�ZDQWHG�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�5K\��JLJDQWHDV��$ORQJ�ZLWK�WKHLU�GLIIHUHQW�FRORU�SDW�
WHUQV�DQG�WKHLU�WUHPHQGRXV�IUDJUDQFH��VKH�DOVR�GZHOOHG�LQWR�WKH�HDVH�DQG�PDLQWH�
QDQFH�RI�WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�SODQW��7HOOLQJ�XV�WKDW�LW�FRXOG�EH�JURZQ�LQ�D�SRW��LQ�D�EDVNHW��RU�
PRXQWHG��,�KDYH�PRXQWHG�PLQH��$OO�LQ�DOO��LW�ZDV�D�WUHPHQGRXV�PHHWLQJ�DQG�WKDQN�
\RX�YHU\�PXFK�3DP�:DWHUV�IRU�FRPLQJ�DOO�WKH�ZD\�GRZQ�KHUH�IURP�2UODQGR�ZLWK�DOO�
\RXU�EHDXWLIXO�IORZHUV�DQG�WKH�YHU\�LQIRUPDWLYH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ� 

 

)LQDOO\��WKH�ZHDWKHU�KDV�EURNHQ��1RZ�IRU�UHSRWWLQJ�DQG�JHWWLQJ�UHDG\�IRU�WKH�ELJ�VKRZ�
WKDW¶V�FRPLQJ�XS�LQ�MXVW�D�IHZ�ZHHNV��:H�ZLOO�VWLOO�QHHG�YROXQWHHUV�WR�KHOS�XV�RQ�ERWK�
6DWXUGD\�DQG�6XQGD\�ZLWK�WKH�VKRZ��:LWKRXW�\RXU�KHOS�WKH�VKRZV�DUH�YHU\�GLIILFXOW�
IRU�MXVW�D�IHZ�SHRSOH�WR�SXW�RQ��$IWHU�DOO�WKH�VRFLHW\�EHORQJV�WR�\RX��7KH�PRUH�\RX�SXW�
LQWR�LW�WKH�PRUH�\RX¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�JHW�RXW�RI�LW��6R�DJDLQ��LI�\RX�KDYH�DQ\WKLQJ�5XQGHOO��
NQRZ�ZKDW�\RX�KDYH���+H�ZLOO�ILJXUH�RXW�LI�ZH�KDYH�WKH�URRP�DQG�LI�ZH�DOUHDG\�KDYH�
HQRXJK�RI�ZKDW�\RX�KDYH���'ULIWZRRG��ERDW�RDUV��EXR\V��HWF��DOO�FRXOG�EH�XVHG�LQ�RXU�
GLVSOD\���,I�\RX�KDYH�DQ�DUWLVW�IODLU�\RXU�DVVLVWDQFH�LQ�VHWWLQJ�XS�WKH�GLVSOD\�RQ�)ULGD\�
ZRXOG�EH�JUHDWO\�DSSUHFLDWHG�� 

 

$QG�LQ�FORVLQJ��D�IULHQGO\�UHPLQGHU�WKDW�WKLV�PRQWK��0DUFK��LV�WKH�ODVW�PRQWK�IRU�\RXU�
GXHV�WR�EH�SDLG��$SULO���LI�\RXU�GXHV�DUH�QRW�LQ��\RX¶OO�EH�GURSSHG�IURP�WKH�URVWHU��DQG�
RI�FRXUVH�\RX�ZLOO�ORVH�DOO�EHQHILWV�RI�WKH�1DWXUH�&RDVW�2UFKLG�6RFLHW\��,�FHUWDLQO\�
GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�ORVH�DQ\ERG\��:H�KDYH�D�ILQH�JURXS�RI�SHRSOH��6R�SOHDVH�SD\�\RXU�
GXHV��<RXU�VRFLHW\�FDQ�GR�PRUH�IRU�\RX�LQ�DOO�DVSHFWV�RI�RXU�DJHQGD�WR�EULQJ�\RX�LQ�
IRUPDWLRQ��SODQWV��FDPDUDGHULH��HWF��ZLWK�\RXU�SDLG�GXHV��� 

8QWLO�,�VHH�HYHU\RQH�DW�WKH�VKRZ� 

+DSS\�JURZLQJ 

6 
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Membership Notes  

for December 
                               

          By Arlene Appelbaum 
 
For a complete member-
ship list send a message 
to ncos2gether@gmail.com.   

 

:H�FXUUHQWO\�KDYH����SDLG�PHPEHUV�IRU�WKH������
FDOHQGDU�\HDU��,�ZDQW�WR�RIIHU�D�ELJ�WKDQN�\RX�WR�DOO�
ZKR�KDYH�VHQW�PH�FKHFNV�WR�UHQHZ�WKHLU�PHPEHU�
VKLS��� 
 
3/($6(�5(0(0%(5�7+,6�,03257$17�$1�
1281&(0(17� 
 
,I�\RXU������GXHV�DUH�QRW�UHFHLYHG�E\�WKH�HQG�RI�
0DUFK��\RX�ZLOO�EH�GURSSHG�IURP�WKH�PHPEHUV�URVWHU�
DQG�WKHUHIRUH�QR�ORQJHU�UHFHLYH�WKH�.HLNL��<RX�ZLOO�
PLVV�RXU�LQIRUPDWLYH�PRQWKO\�PHHWLQJV�DQG�WKH�RS�
SRUWXQLW\�WR�LQFUHDVH�\RX�NQRZOHGJH�RI�RUFKLGV��WKHLU�
FDUH��DQG�WURXEOH�VKRRWLQJ�RI�SRWHQWLDO�SUREOHPV� 
 
,�DP�SODQQLQJ�WR�EH�DW�WKH�VKRZ�RQ�0DUFK����DQG�
��VW�DW�ZKLFK�WLPH�,�ZLOO�EH�EULQJLQJ�PHPEHUVKLS�
FDUGV�DQG�UHFHLSWV�IRU�DOO�ZKR�KDYH�SDLG�WKHLU�GXHV��
+RSH�WR�VHH�\RX�WKHUH�� 
$UOHQH 

 

0(0%(56� 

$UOHQH� KDV� JUDFLRXVO\� WDNHQ� RYHU�
VHQGLQJ� JHW-ZHOO� FDUGV� DQG� V\PSD�
WK\�FDUGV�WR�PHPEHUV��,I�\RX�NQRZ�
RI�DQ\�PHPEHUV�ZKR�DUH�LOO�RU�JULHY�
LQJ��SOHDVH�VHQG�KHU�DQ�HPDLO� WR� OHW�
KHU�NQRZ�DW���fluffy2cats@gmail.com    

7+$1.�<28� 

 

NCOS ORCHID QUIZ 

Answers on page 13 

____________________________________________ 

1. Ireland is home to ____ native spe-

cies of orchids 

A. 30 

B. 300 

C. 1000 

D. None 

2. Where do Ireland’s native orchids 

grow? 

A. Fields 

B. Bogs 

C. Limetone crevices 

D. All of the above 

3. All of Ireland’s native orchids are ter-

restrial 

A. True 

B. False 

4. Blooming season for Irish orchids is 

A. Jan – April 

B. May – June 

C. July – September 

D. Oct – Dec 

5. A common orchid of Ireland is 

A. Bee Orchid 

B. Pyramidal Orchid 

C. Fly Orchid 

D. All of the above 
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The Keiki January Speaker Notes March, 2021 

January, 2021 Speaker Notes 
The following notes were missed in the February newsletter and we didn’t want anyone to miss out on the great  

information. (Editor) 

The speaker for the month of January was Louis of Louis Del Favero Orchids from Tampa, Florida. 

He gave a discussion on Dendrobium orchid species and how we should care for them during the win-

ter months. In particular, which plants do we continue to water year-round and which ones do we 

withhold water from in order to encourage blooming.  

Most people don’t realize that there are only a few species of Dendrobiums that require a dry rest pe-

riod during the winter months to encourage blooming. During this time you want to discontinue the 

use of fertilizers and significantly decrease, but not withhold entirely, the amount of water that they 

receive. As the winter months progress, the leaves of these orchid species will yellow, wither and 

die. The plant will appear as though it may be near death. This is all normal and part of the process. 

These species should be exposed to the cooler temperatures to encourage blooming, while taking 

care to prevent frost from developing on the plants. Typically, as soon as temperatures begin to cool 

off, which is usually around Thanksgiving in Florida, the dry rest period should begin. As soon as you 

see the flower buds begin to form start to water and fertilize the plant again so that it has that ener-

gy to put into the flowers. Species such as Dendrobium anosmum, Den. parishii, Den. aggregatum, and 

the nobile-type Dendrobiums all require a dry rest period in order to bloom. In the case of the nobile-

type Dendrobiums expose to nighttime temperatures in the mid-50s for a period of 5 days is required 

to initiate blooming. With some of these plants you might notice nothing at first – seeming as if your 

blooms developed all at once overnight. The vast majority of Dendrobium orchid species are not tol-

erant of cold temperatures requiring warm humid conditions and consistent water and fertilizer 

throughout the year. Dendrobium hercoglossum and Den. Bracteosum are two examples of warm loving 

species that produce clusters of long-lasting fragrant flowers on pendulous canes. The Phalaenopsis-

type cane Dendrobiums, commonly found at most big box stores, is another variety that likes con-

sistent moisture throughout the year. If grown correctly these plants can reward the grower with 

long-lasting blooms several times a year. Dendrobium hodgkinsonii is another warm growing species 

that is gaining in popularity. This species and its hybrids are available in a variety of different colors 

with interesting spotting on the flower petals.  

If you choose to include Dendrobiums in your orchid collection the key is to do your own research 
when selecting plants to confirm what growing conditions they need in order to thrive and bloom 
year after year. Read up on their native habitats and consult with more experienced growers to find 
out what conditions are ideal. Dendrobium is a large genus of orchids containing more than 1,800 spe-
cies from a number of diverse habitats. When growing Dendrobiums you could choose to focus on 
flower variety and colors or appreciate plants for their foliage or an interesting growth habit. With 
such a diverse genus there is a little bit of something for everyone to love.     
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February, 2021 Meeting Minutes 

Steve Mattana welcomed everyone to our February meeting. Steve provided the club’s treasury re-

port. As of a few days ago from our February 20th meeting date the balance of our account was 

$8,091.29. Currently the club has 47 paid members and 83 members that have not paid their dues. 

The club has a total roster of 130 people. As of April 1st if you are not current having paid your club 

dues for the year you will be dropped from the member roster and will no longer receive a copy of 

our newsletter. You can send your membership dues via post to Ms. Arlene Appelbaum at 3 Portu-

laca Court, Homosassa, FL 34446. Membership dues are $20 for an individual and $25 for a family. 

Mary Lou Mattana mentioned that we are still in need of volunteers to help with next month’s orchid 

show. Our show entitled Orchid Island will be held next month on Saturday, March 27th and Sunday, 

March 28th from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Please see Mary Lou to sign up if you are able to help out 

with our show. We are in need of individuals who would like to assist the AOS judges as clerks and 

people to help out at the entry table. For those members providing blooming plants to be featured in 

our orchid display Matt Riesz will need your plants (including a list) dropped off as early as possible 

on the Friday before the show. As the show name suggests we will have a centralized elliptical display 

or “island” of orchids with vendors situated around the exhibit. Jeff Rundell, who is assisting with the 

organization of our show, is in need of nautical themed materials to help round out our orchid dis-

play. If you have items such as sponges, shells, driftwood, etc. please contact Jeff via email to see if 

what you have might be a good fit for the theme of our show.  

Steve mentioned that he has with him at today’s meeting the fertilizer from Norman and the Meg-

athrive for those individuals that preorder those items. Please see Steve to receive your order.  

Jeff mentioned that the club has been contacted by the Nature Coast Gardens in Spring Hill in re-

gards to orchid plant donations for their shade garden houses. The botanical gardens would appreci-

ate any plants that members could spare to be featured in their shade gardens. Preferred plants 

would be mounted or hanging orchids that would be hardy and able to be grown outside. Please con-

tact Jeff within the next 3 weeks if you would be able to donate any plants to the botanical gardens.   

Our speaker for this month was Pam Waters who discussed Rhyncostylis gigantea and Rhyncolaelia 

digbyana.       

The raffle was drawn and the meeting adjourned.  

February, 2021 Speaker Notes—Pam Waters 

Our speaker for the month of February was Pam Waters from Orchids In Bloom out of Apopka, 
Florida. She gave a talk about how she grows some of the orchids in her greenhouse. One of Pam’s 
favorite orchids to grow is Rhynchostylis gigantea. This plant is native to Asia and can be found in 
Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand, and Vietnam. This is not a difficult plant to grow and it will reward the 
grower with beautiful blooms and a pleasant odor. It takes about 3 years for this species to grow 



The Keiki February Minutes and Speaker Notes March, 2021 

 Monthly Bulletin of the Nature Coast Orchid Society Page 7 

from seedling size to become large enough to bloom. During the first and second bloom period for this plant 
only a single bloom spike will be produced. However, as the plant ages and matures growers will be reward-
ing with between 2-5 bloom spikes per plant. You must be somewhat patient as it can take upwards of 7-10 
years in order for this plant to get big and showy. This plant is available in a variety of different colors includ-
ing cartoon, which is purple and white spotted, and red, though not a true red but rather a purple color. 
Each year Pam hand pollinates her plants to create seed pods to send over to Thailand to create the next 
crop of hybrid plants. She is very excited to introduce some peach and alba (white) colorations with her next 
batch of seedling plants.    

Rhynchostylis gigantea can be grown similar to Vanda culture. You can grow them using no potting media 
simply attached to a wire or positioned in a hanging basket. They can also be grown using a variety of differ-
ent medias. Choosing how to grow your plant and what media to use is really just a matter of personal pref-
erence. Your choice, however, should be influenced by your watering frequency, growing conditions, and the 
amount of time you have available to devote to caring for your plants. If you choose to grow them using no 
media, meaning just the hanging roots exposed to the air in their environment, it is necessary to water them 
thoroughly every day. If you pot them using a media mixture of bark, charcoal, and sponge rock then they 
should be watered a minimum of once a week. When utilizing a bark mixture Pam’s preferred ratio is 60% 
bark, 20% charcoal, and 20% sponge rock. Finally, if you decide to plant them in sphagnum moss they should 
be watered less frequently, only once every 14 days. This is the method that Pam choses for her plants since 
her time is limited and she has over 500,000 plants in her greenhouse to care for. It is important to remem-
ber that if your growing area is outdoors this is a warm growing species and must be brought inside if the 
temperature dips below 55F.  

Another orchid that she grows in her greenhouse is Rhyncholaelia digbyana a plant that is native to Central 
America and countries like Mexico and Guatemala. This orchid features unusual looking lime green colored 
flower with a fringed lip. Unlike other species, this orchid does not have a well-defined bloom period, instead 
it tends to bloom when the conditions are right whenever it feels like. This plant prefers higher light levels of 
about 80% but not full sun. It is perfectly normal for this orchid to have a white powder-like residue on the 
leaves of healthy plants. Rhyncholaelia digbyana is a member of the Cattleya alliance of orchids. Cattleyas are 
extremely long-lived plants and it is not uncommon for a well-cared for plant to live upwards of 30-50 years 
or more.  

For Pam she waters the plants inside her greenhouse once every two weeks and utilizes a fertilizer every 30 
days. From May-August she uses a balanced 20-20-20 fertilizer on her plants, and between September-
November she uses a 10-30-20 fertilizer to feed her plants. In order to avoid fungal problems with your 
plants it is essential to water your plants early in the morning. Pam recommends having all of your plants wa-
tered by 10:00 am so that they have plenty of time to dry out before the end of the day. It is up to the 
grower’s discretion whether or not a plant may be in need of repotting. Some orchids can actually be con-
tent and even bloom better when grown completely rootbound. If you need to repot your orchid it is best 
to do so when you see new root growth, which typically occurs in spring and summer when temperatures 
warm. Pam’s typical method for potting up her plants is to start them out in a 4” pot and allow the plant to 
grow for 2 years, then move the plant into a 6” pot, allow for 3 years of plant growth, then move the plant 
into an 8, 10 or 12” pot. Like with anything else growing orchids successfully will take some time and you 
might not excel at everything you try to grow. Even an expert grower like Pam admitted that she has trouble 
growing Catasetum orchids. However, with a little knowledge you too can grow orchids just as beautifully as 
Pam Waters.  
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E�K^�^ŚŽǁ�dĂďůĞ�Ϯ-ϮϬ-ϮϬϮϭ  
WůĂŶƚ�EĂŵĞ 'ƌŽǁĞƌ 

Zů͘�ŐůĂƵĐĂ :Ğī�ZƵŶĚĞůů 
�ĞŶ͘�KƌŝĞŶƚĂů�^ŵŝůĞ�Ζ�ƵƩĞƌŇǇΖ 'ĂƌǇ�'ĞƚŚĞŶ 
�ƐĐĚĂ͘�^ƵŬƐĂŵƌĂŶ�^ƵŶůŝŐŚƚ ^ƵĞ��ĂƉĂƌďŝ-dĂǇůŽƌ 

WŚĂů͘�ƚĞƚƌĂƐƉŝƐ�Ĩ͘�ĂůďĂ �ŽƌďŝŶ��ĞůůĞƌ 

KŶĐ͘�^ŚĂƌƌǇ��ĂďǇ ZŽ�tĞŶǌ 

�ůƚǇ͘�^ƉƌŝŶŐ�&ƌĂŐƌĂŶĐĞ�ΖWĂƌĂĚŝƐĞΖ :Ğī�ZƵŶĚĞůů 

WĚĂ͘��ĂƚƌĂŵ �ŽƌďŝŶ��ĞůůĞƌ 

�ŶĐǇĐůŝĂ�ĐŽƌĚŝŐĞƌĂ :Ğī�ZƵŶĚĞůů 

'ĂůĞŽƉĞƚĂůƵŵ��ƌůĞŶĞ��ƌŵŽƵƌ�Ζ�ŽŶĐŚŝŶŐΖ ZŽ�tĞŶǌ 

�Đ͘�,ǇďƌŝĚ�-�ŽƌĂŶŐĞ͕�ĨƌŽŵ��ƵĚ�^ƉĞŶĐĞ ZŽ�tĞŶǌ 

�Đ͘�'ŽůĨ�'ƌĞĞŶ�Ζ,Ăŝƌ�WŝŐΖ :Ğī�ZƵŶĚĞůů 
ZŚǇŶĐŽƐƚǇůŝƐ�ŐŝŐĂŶƚĞĂ�ǆ�Ɛŝď ^ƵĞ��ĂƉĂƌďŝ-dĂǇůŽƌ 

�ĞŶĚƌŽĐŚŝůƵŵ�ĐŽďďŝĂŶƵŵ �ŽƌďŝŶ��ĞůůĞƌ 

>ƵĚŝƐŝĂ�ĚŝƐĐŽůŽƌ DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 

DĂǆŝůůĂƌŝĂ�ǀĂƌŝĂďŝůŝƐ DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 

�ǇĐůŽƉŽŐŽŶ�ůŝŶĚůĞǇĂŶƵƐ DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 

Zů͘��ƌŝƐƚŽĐƌĂƚ DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 

�ŽĞůŽŐǇŶĞ�:ĂŶŶŝŶĞ��ĂŶŬƐ�Ζ^ŶŽǁ�tŚŝƚĞΖ DĂƩ�ZŝĞƐǌ 

�Đ͘�EŽƌƚŚ�DŝĂŵŝ�Ζ&ůŽƌŝĚĂ�^ƵŶĐŽĂƐƚΖ ^ƚĞǀĞ�DĂƩĂŶĂ 

Rl. Aristocrat 

Bc. Hybrid from Bud Spence 

Den. Oriental Smile ‘Butterfly’ 

Bc. Golf Green ‘Hair Pig’ 
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The Keiki Pictures March, 2021 

More pictures from our beautiful show table at the 
February meeting. Thanks to everyone who graciously 
shared their plants with us! 

Ascda. Suksamran Sunlight 

Oncidium Sharry Baby 

Galeopetalum Arlene Armour 'Conching' Rhyncostylis gigantea x sib 

Rhyncostylis gigantea x sib 

Cyclopogon lindleyanus 

Bc. North Miami 'Florida Suncoast' 

Maxillaria variabilis 



 Monthly Bulletin of the Nature Coast Orchid Society Page 10 

The Keiki Pictures March, 2021 

More pictures from our beautiful show table at the 
February meeting. Thanks to everyone who graciously 
shared their plants with us! 

Pda. Batram Coel. Jannine Banks ‘Snow White’ 

Rl. Aristocrat Dendrichilum cobbianum 

Ludisia discolor 
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Coelogyne Orchids 
With Corbin Beller 

 

Let’s talk about Coelogyne orchids! First we need to talk about the subtribe Coelogyninae, this subtribe in-
cludes some very cool orchids such as the rattlesnake orchid or Pholidota imbricata. It also includes Den-
drochilum orchids, if you attended the last meeting you saw Dendrochilum cobbianum and Coelogyne Janine 
Banks “Snow White” exhibited on our show table. These three species, Coelogyne, Dendrochilum and 
Pholidota are the most commonly known in the Coe-
logyninae family. This subtribe is commonly known for pro-
ducing bloom spikes from the apex of an immature new 
growth, making these some very unique orchids indeed. 
Now that we have covered a little bit in the subtribe we can 
talk about the genus Coelogyne.  

Coelogynes are unique from all 
other orchids even in its sub-
tribe. They have a free lip, 
meaning that the lip is complete-
ly free from the labellum. The 
labellum is missing the saccate 
base present in other orchid 
species. The free lip in coelo-
gyne has high lateral lobes, often very smooth and silky feeling. The “floor” of 

the lip is most often grooved, toothed or warted making for some very interesting textures.  

Coelogynes are either cool growers or warm to hot growers. Unfortunately, in our Florida climate it can be 
challenging to grow the cool growers such as the species Coelogyne cristata. Cristata has the largest flower 
in the whole genus even though it has some of the smallest foliage and pseudobulbs. Cristata can vary in size 
in relation to its altitude, the higher up it is the smaller the plant and vice versa. The ones located in the high-
er altitudes need a cool dry rest. “Dry” is relative because humidity in the air is quite high and like a cloud 
during the winter. Those found at lower altitudes don’t really need the dry rest to bloom. The cool growers 
are often found along the Himalayan region of India and southeast Asia. The intermediate to hot growers 
such as the famous Coelogyne rochussenii are found throughout Thailand and other islands around it. Coelo-
gyne can have pendant blooms or erect blooms. This is random through-
out the genus and both styles can be found all over. The pendant most 
often will bloom from mature bulbs preceding new growths in spring or 
after the bulb has matured in fall. Flower spikes can be small only being a 
couple of inches and having a couple of flowers. They also can be very 
long like in Coelogyne pulverula, reaching lengths of over four feet long and 
having over fifty blooms on one spike! Coelogynes can be lithophytes 
(growing on rock faces); epi- phytes (growing on trees); or they can be 
terrestrial (growing on fallen trees). Take notice that terrestrial types 
grow on fallen trees and not on the ground in the dirt. We also need to 
keep in mind that plants growing on rock faces are growing in the natural 
crevices that collect organic matter.  

Many species of Coelogyne can be found growing all three ways, but not 
all. We need to keep in mind how the species grows in the wild before 
potting them up. Most Coelo- gynes will want to be constantly moist but 
not wet -there is a difference-, and just approaching dryness but never 

Coel. rochussenii 

Coel. cristata Coel. Jannine Banks ‘Snow White’ 
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really drying out. This is why most of the time you will not see coelogynes mounted. Sphagnum moss is a 
great media for Coelogynes, however it does not allow for much air flow unless you're growing in a basket. 
Most of my Coelogyne mixes include 40% moss, 50% bark and 10% inorganic media such as charcoal. This 
will suit most species in this genus.  

Now light, how much sun does my Coelogyne need??? This can be a complicated question as it depends on 
the species. Some need intermediate cattleya light, while others need more of a phalaenopsis light. This is 
why it is important to research your orchids before you buy them. If your  Coelogyne is not blooming there 
could be several reasons:  

1. It might need more light. Are your leaves dark green or light green? You don't want dark green 
leaves on your  Coelogyne; this is a sign it isn't receiving proper sunlight.  

2. It might not be big enough. How big is your plant? Is it a mature plant with multiple growths to 
support blooms? As I mentioned above some  Coelogyne species bloom at the apex of a new im-
mature growth so if your plant doesn't have enough back bulls then it cannot support a flower 
spike with a new growth. The new growth will grow hardly while in bloom not even producing 
roots. This is why it's important to have multiple healthy bulbs.  

3. It might need more food. If you came to the last meeting we had the opportunity to get our hands 
on some of the best fertilizer on the market. Norman’s optimal orchid nutrients! Norman created 
this formula himself, having years of a chemistry major in his background. He just didn’t like the 
results and ingredients in many of the other fertilizers on the market so he crafted his own and 
now has made it available to the public. This fertilizer when used properly and with the Mega 
Thrive will produce fantastic large growths to support the next year's blooms!  

Coelogyne is one of my favorite genera of orchids and I wanted to share a little about it so others could care 
for them properly. Coelogyne are truly unique in the orchid world!  

Coel. Unchained Melody Coel. usitana 
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The American Orchid Society Webinars 
Webinars are online video presentations.  You can register for an upcoming webinar                                

or watch the recorded webinars any time.  Some webinars require you to be an AOS member. 

Just click on:  http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx                                                                        
and you can watch these videos at your convenience.  
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ORCHIDS MAGAZINE  

 Coming in March 2021  

· Tom's Monthly Checklist 

· For the Novice - Stakes by Carlos Macku 

· Collectors' Item - Bulbophyllum section Macrobulbon by Charles Wilson 

· Questions & Answers by Ron McHatton 

· The New Refugium Botanicum - Rhynchostylis gigantea by Franco Pupulin 

· Orchid People - Karen Kimmerle by Tom Mirenda 

· Orchids Illustrated - Augusta Withers: Flower Painter in Ordinary by Peggy Alrich and Wesley Higgins 

· Colombia's Tatamá National Park by Spiro Kasomenakis 

· Orchid Roots by Fred Clarke 

· Atlanta Botanical Garden: a beacon for orchid conservation by Philip Seaton 

· Bulbophyllum (Trias) oblongum and Andrew Thomas Gage by Rudolf Jenny 

· Lindleyana: Two New Species of Sudamerlycaste from Southwestern Ecuador, José Portilla, Hugo Medina and Iván Portilla 
 
 

AOS awards are granted on merit - Not every type of award receives a point score 
AD (Award of Distinction) 
Awarded once to a cross representing a worthy new direction in Breeding. The award is granted unanimously without scoring by the judging 
team assigned. 
Paphiopedilum Hawaiian Moon AD | AOS (0 points) 
(Paphiopedilum Silver Moon x Paphiopedilum Egret's Jewel) 
Award No: 20196652, Hybridizer: Lehua Orchids, Exhibitor Stanley Luk , Photographer: Judy Higham 

AQ (Award of Quality) 
Awarded once to a cross exhibited by a single individual as a group of not less than 12 plants or inflorescences of different clones of a hybrid 
or cultivated species. At least one of the inflorescences must receive a flower quality award and the overall quality of the group must be an 
improvement over the former type. 
Rhyncholaelia Aristocrat AQ | AOS (0 points) 
'(Rhyncholaelia glauca 'Crystelle' AM/AOS x Rhyncholaelia digbyana 'Fiddler's Green')'  
Award No: 20211263, Exhibitor: Krull-Smith, Photographer: Kay Clark 

JC (Judges' Commendation) 
Given for distinctive characteristics that the judges unanimously feel should be recognized but cannot be scored in the customary ways. 
Cattleya Rose Marguglio Szwed 'Big Bear's Marbled Queen' JC | AOS (0 points) 
(Cattleya Melody Fair x Cattleya Circle of Life) 
Award No: 20211276, Exhibitor: Ryan Kowalczyk, Photographer: Wes Newton 

Some recent awards, found in OrchidPro 
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YOUR ORCHID LIBRARY 

 

 

http://www.naturecoastorchidsociety.com/library-checkout-books.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do I get a book from the Club’s  Library? 

1. Just Click on: www.naturecoastorchidsociety.com/library-alphabetical-list-books.html 

2. Select Books or CD’s you think would be useful and order right on the web page. 

 

Select any number(s) that you would like to spend some time with and then you can sign 

them out at the next Members’ Meeting    Keep them for 1 month and return them at the fol-

lowing meeting and remove your name from the list. 

If you have any questions about our Library Books, my email address is:                          
c1948ogden@gmail.com 

 

Answers to quiz 

1. A (30) 

2. D (All of the above) 

3. D (True) 

4. B (May – June) 

5. D (All of the above) 


