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It is really very unfortunate that with the exception of a very
few Gurmukhi works written during the eighteenth, nineteenth
centuries which may be said to be partially objective in the
treatment of their subjects, the biographical and historical IiteratUre
produced by Sikh scholars belongs to hagiographical and epical
nature. “The authors of the Guru-Bilas, the Suraj Prakash and
the Panth-Prakash type of books were great poets, no doubt.
In their deep devotion and overflowing reverence and zeal for
the exhibition of their poetical skill, they have not been able
to restrain their imagination and oreative faculty in introducing
fiction into their compositions. The admixture of fiction with
history has destroyed the purity and truth of the latter, doing
great injustice and incalculabel harm to the saints and heroes
of their studies. This is particularly the case with the Guru period
where. in many cases, the students, and scholars of history find
it extremely difficult, if not impossible to discriminate -between
history and fiction.”
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Those of you who do not now belong to my generation will

live to see Punjab’s identity overcome the effects of the religious
divide of 1947 and enjoy the fruits of a prosperous and happy
Punjab which transcends the limitations of a geographical map.
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Some kind of new geo-socio-political order would emerge
in the subcontinent which would transcend the artificial 1947
partitition.
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