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Caithness Horizons Open All Year
Old Town Hall Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm
Thurso Sunday 11am-4pm (April-September Only)
KW14 8AJ Free Admission
01847 896508
www.caithnesshorizons.co.uk

A fascinating new Museum that

brings to life the history and

culture of Caithness.

Caithness Horizons houses a permanent exhibition that tells the

story of the county of Caithness from 416 million years ago to the

present day including the Picts, the Vikings and the history of the

Dounreay Nuclear Research Establishment.

Once you‘ve had a look around the Museum, why not treat yourself to

a cup of ground coffee and fresh home baking with locally sourced

produce or some warming homemade soup in our Gallery Cafe.

Finish off your visit with a trip to our Gift Shop.

Lots of unique and quirky gift ideas including lots of gorgeous

local craft items.
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RAMATIC skies,
rugged cliffs,
spectacular sea-
stacks, mysterious
moors, long

summer nights... these are just
some of the natural features that
give Caithness its unique appeal.

These are the Lowlands beyond
the Highlands, a county described
by its most famous literary
son, Neil Gunn, as “that land of
exquisite lights”.

Getting to Caithness is easier
than you may think. The A9 and
A99 takes you to Thurso and Wick
and beyond, there are railway
stations in both towns, and the
recently renamed Wick John

O’Groats Airport has connections
to Aberdeen and Edinburgh.

As well as wide open spaces
you’ll find a warm welcome in this
geographically diverse triangle in
the top right-hand corner of the
British mainland, hemmed in on its
northern and eastern coasts by the
sea in all its moods.

The vast interior of the far north
contains the Flow Country, with
its internationally important birds
and plants, and there’s plenty to
see and do in the bustling towns of
Wick and Thurso and the attractive
villages scattered across the
county.

The focal point of the county’s
royal heritage is the Castle of Mey,

former holiday home of the Queen
Mother.

She visited the castle annually
for half a century, forming a
close bond with the local
community, and this
restored 16th-century
stronghold has now
become one of northern
Scotland’s most highly
rated visitor attractions.

However, these
high-profile attractions
are just part of what
Caithness has to offer.

All across the county
there are historic tales
to be discovered,
interesting sites to

explore, and great scenery to
admire.

Welcome to Caithness... and
enjoy your stay.

RAMATIC skies, 
rugged cliffs, 
spectacular sea-
stacks, mysterious 
moors, long 

summer nights... these are just 

D
close bond with the local 

become one of northern 

rated visitor attractions.

This guide is sponsored by

The ruins of Buchollie Castle, south of
John O’Groats. It was constructed on the

site of the Norse stronghold of Lambaborg,
one of the bases of the 12th-century

adventurer and warrior Svein Asliefarson
– described by one historian as ‘the last of

the Vikings’. Photo: Alan Hendry

Welcome...

Sponsored by
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www.visit-wick.co.uk
Caithness
Chamber of Commerce

Stronger Together

DUNCORANN HOUSE
& THE LORNE APARTMENTS
Professional and affordable appartments ideal
for business travellers.
Clean, comfortable, convenient accomodation
in Caithness.

Tel: 01955 603500
Mob: 07879 641333
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ICK rose to
international
prominence in
the 19th century
by becoming

Europe’s largest herring port.
At its peak, well over 1,000

fishing boats would set sail during
the summer months to net the
“silver darlings” that provided the
backbone of the town’s prosperity.

You can find out about the
heyday of the local herring
industry at the award-winning
Wick Heritage Centre. Run on
a voluntary basis by the Wick
Society, the museum has a vast
collection of fascinating exhibits.

It is home to the unique
Johnston Collection, comprising
the work of three generations of

a Wick family of photographers
who captured local life on camera.

Elsewhere you can step back
in time in a series of six rooms
based on a typical house in the
early part of the 20th century,
while reconstructions of a busy
cooperage, a typical fishcurer’s
office and a kipper kiln give an
authentic flavour of Wick when the
herring trade was in its prime.

The Thomas Telford-designed
harbour is still at the heart of Wick
– and, following major investment
in marina facilities, the port is
becoming an increasingly popular
destination for the yachting
fraternity.

Wick has been a royal burgh
since 1589 but its origins go back
to the days of the Norsemen. The

ICK
international 
prominence in 
the 19th century 
by becoming 

Europe’s largest herring port

W

Wick

The spectacular ruin of 
Castle Sinclair Girnigoe has a 
commanding cliff-top position 
on the edge of Sinclair’s Bay.

Wick Riverside,
looking towards

Bridge Street.
Picture: Alan Hendry

Thrumster House

A beautiful location
for your

wedding photography

Contact: 01955 651387
www.thrumster.co.uk
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The Gift House

• Special Occasions
• Wick Souvenirs
• Greeting Cards
• Gift Wrap
• Gift Bags

Telephone 01955 602572
41 Dempster Street, Wick, KW1 5QB

All At Excellent Prices

Specialist Card & Gift Shop

We have the right card and the right gift
at the right price for you!

• Helium Balloons
• Party GoodsParty Goods
• Toys

only £299

Trading for over 50 years
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only lasting memorial of those
distant times is the Castle of
Old Wick, known as the Old
Man of Wick – a gaunt ruin on
the cliff-tops to the south of the
town.

The scenery here is striking
– and it’s even better viewed
from the sea with Caithness
Seacoast, which provides
exhilarating, family-friendly
tours along the coast to the north
and south of Wick.

Putting, bowling and tennis
are available to the public at
the Rosebank Playing Fields
and there is an excellent indoor
swimming pool, while the
riverside offers a delightful walking
route all the way to Altimarlach. A
memorial cross marks the site of
what is claimed to be Scotland’s

last clan battle, more than 300
years ago, when the Sinclairs were
slaughtered by the Campbells.
Guided walks on a Telford

theme take place from time
to time, centred on Lower
Pulteneytown.

In this part of Wick you’ll find
a memorial garden recalling
the most tragic events in the
town’s modern history – the
Luftwaffe bombing raids of July
and October 1940 that claimed
the lives of 18 people, most of
them children. The garden was
officially opened in 2010, the
70th anniversary year of the two
attacks, and it went on to win an
award for best local community
project.

A prominent corner of the
nearby quayside is now occupied

The Castle
of Old Wick.

Picture: Alan
Hendry

A view of Wick harbour 
with its historic fog-signal 

cannon, reinstated in 
2012. Picture: Alan Hendry

Pulteney
Distillery,
home of the
award-winning
Old Pulteney.

Looking across to the 
Whaligoe Steps from 
the cliff-top opposite. 

Picture: Alan Hendry

Tel: 01955 651702
Opening Hours

Tuesday to Sunday 10:30am to 5:30pm
Special Evening Meals & Group Bookings byReservation Only

Mezze - Pasta - Pizza - SaladsCoffee - Tea - Chocolate & Lots of Cake!
We operate as a ‘BYO’ a small corkage charge will apply

www.whaligoesteps.co.ukTel: 01955 651702
The Square, Whaligoe, Ulbster, Caithness, KW2 6AA



8

Authentic Italian cuisine mixed with an
atmosphere to match, we invite you to

come join us, whether you’re looking for
a light refreshing bite, a cosy meal for two
or a fresh and healthy treat for the family,

then De-Vita’s is the ideal place to be.

97 HIGH STREET, WICK KW1 ALR

01955 602 803

BREATHTAKING
SEA TOURS

South Quay, Wick Harbour, Wick

T:01955609200 M:07747404128

www.caithness-seacoast.co.uk

Restricted Mobility Access Available

THRILLSFOR ALL THEFAMILY

Open april to October

Winter trips by arrangement
BOOKinG eSSential

From
WICK HARBOUR

North to KEISS CASTLE
and South to

WHALIGOE or LYBSTER

Charters also available

Weather Permitting

Bar Lunches, Bar Suppers and Dinners served
from 12 noon. High Teas served Sundays.

at the

This friendly, family run hotel offers you a great welcome
and superbly cooked meals

The accommodation comprises:
6 rooms with TV, tea & coffee making facilities, all en-suite.

Free Wi-Fi, Lounge Bar showing Sky Sports.

Tel: 01955 602044 Fax. 01955 605691
email: enquiries@nethercliffehotel.co.uk

www.nethercliffehotel.co.uk
Louisburgh Street, Wick, Caithness

(above High Street)

nethercliffe hOtel

Wick Francis street Club

Give us a call
01955 602877

FranCis sTreeT . WiCk . kW1 5pZ

If you are looking for a
quiet drink,

a family meal,
or fun night out, spend it with us

pool

darTs

BinGo

BoTTle Top BinGo

hoT Food • liCensed Bar

Restoration,
Design and Making

of Fine Furniture
and Gifts.

Caithness Furniture

www.catherinemacleodfurniture.co.uk

Wild brown trout fishing on Lochs Hempriggs,
Sarclet, Yarrows, Marl and Warehouse.

Tickets available from
Hugo ross 01955 604200

or thrumster House 01955 651 387

www.thrumster.co.uk
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by Wick’s historic fog cannon.
Dating back to 1881, it was

originally situated above the bay
to help mariners navigate their
way to port in misty weather. It
was then relocated to the town’s
riverside for many years before
Wick Harbour Authority decided
to give the fog signal a new home
at the port.
The refurbished cannon was

unveiled as part of theWick
Diamond Jubilee HarbourFest
in the summer of 2012.

Strange as it may sound, a
small corner of Wick has given the
town one of its biggest claims to
fame...
Measuring just 6ft 9in across,

Ebenezer Place is officially the
shortest street in the world. It
forms the narrow end section of
Mackay’s Hotel, a building dating
back to 1883.

Ebenezer Place was mentioned
in the town’s records from 1887,
although formal recognition that it
is the world’s shortest street only
came in 2006 following a visit by
the editor-in-chief of Guinness
World Records.

That was after hotelierMurray
Lamont had created a doorway
to the hotel’s popular No. 1 Bistro
– the only address in Ebenezer
Place.
Pulteney Distillery is the

home of the multi-award-winning
Old Pulteney – a malt that
reflects the proud seafaring
heritage of the area.
Old Pulteney 21 Years Old

received the title of world whisky
of the year in Jim Murray’s 2012
Whisky Bible awards.

A tour is the ideal way to
experience the time-honoured

production methods at the most
northerly distillery on the Scottish
mainland. You can also buy your
own hand-filled bottle of cask
strength whisky, as chosen by the
distillery manager.
The spectacular ruin of

Castle Sinclair Girnigoe has a
commanding cliff-top position on
the edge of Sinclair’s Bay, three
miles north of Wick. It’s the only
castle in Scotland to be listed by
theWorld Monuments Fund.
For many years the site

was thought to comprise two
separate castles, but recent
research has indicated it was
always one coherently planned
fortress.
The Sinclair family, later to

become the earls of Caithness,
occupied the site from at least
the latter part of the 14th
century. In its heyday there would
have been a drawbridge over the

dry moat in front of the castle.
The castle can be reached

by following the road from
Wick to Papigoe, turning left at
the approach to Staxigoe, and

Ebenezer
Place – the

shortest
street in the

world.

Wik Heritage
Centre has
a wealth of

exhibits.

The Tea Cosy
Coffee, Light Lunches, Afternoon Tea

Simply Unique
Local made crafts,

Art, Demonstrations and Exhibitions
OPENING TIMES

EASTER - OCT DAILY 10.30 - 5.30
Last orders taken at the Tea Cosy 4.45
You can find us, follow the A836 from Thurso

towards John O Groats, via Castletown. We are
situated off the main road between the Castle of
Mey and Gills Ferry Terminal. Well Sign posted

Tel: Linda 01955 611770
email: linda.j@ambamail.com

EAST MEY
Traditional Home Baking

Morning Coffee, Light Lunches
and Afternoon Tea

Local made Crafts & Art
Demonstrations and Exhibitions

The Tea Cosy
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continuing as far as the car park
near Noss Head. It’s then a
reasonably level walk of about half
a mile to the site.
There’s a series of interpretation

panels giving an intriguing insight
into what the castle would have
looked like at various stages.
Down the coast fromWick,

on the way to Lybster, is the
spectacular inlet ofWhaligoe.

Three hundred and sixty-
five stone steps lead down
a precipitous grassy cliff to a
sheltered spot that used to be a
busy fishing port.

Catches of cod, haddock or ling
would be gutted by hardy crews of

local women and carried up the
steps in baskets.
Whaligoe is just off the A99,

opposite a road sign pointing
inland to the Cairn of Get.
There is a small parking area

and here you will find the
Whaligoe Steps Café.
The steps are not suitable for

the very young or the very old,
or indeed anyone who is not too
steady on their feet. It would be
inadvisable to take pets. Great
care is required to negotiate the
downward journey, and even
those who regard themselves as
reasonably fit can find the
upward trek quite tiring.

Themarina at
Wick harbour.

Wick’s memorial garden,
commemorating those

who died in wartime
bombing raids.

Memorial
cross marking
the site of the
clan battle at
Altimarlach.

Wick Sports shop offers you great range for
all your sporting needs including:
Golf, Football, Rugby, Darts,
Pool, Tennis, Squash, Bowls,
Racketball, Swimming,
and Running gear.

Team souvenirs

32 High Street, Wick, KW1 4BS
01955 602930

Harbour
Mission

(Reformed
Baptist)

Martha terrace,

Wick

kW1 5EL

services
sunday

11am and 6.30pm

Self Catering Cottage
On your trip to Caithness,
stay in our self catering

Cottage - the perfect place to
stay near Wick. The cottage
is near Watten Loch, which is

famous for trout fishing.

To enquire about bookings

Call Eva on 01955 621271

Bylbster - Watten - near Wick - KW1 5UG

MACKAY
CARAVANS

Upper Quintfall
Caravan Park

Situated in the picturesque
countryside of Lyth, 9 miles north
from the local town of Wick and
12 milies from John o’Groats

• Static Caravans for Hire – FE
• Static Caravans for Sale

• Pitches for your own Caravan
for rent annually

Tel: 01955 641243
Mob: 07837 526097

Email:
neilmackay1@bpopenworld.com

Email:
neilmackay1@btopenworld.com

sam’s
Bike shop

35 high street
Thurso

tel: 01847 895385

Mon-sat 9-5

Bike hire

Cycle
repairs
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Open frOm 8.30am and Over lunchtime

Clothing
Ranges from

Joules, Seasalt,
Crew & The
North Face

HAMPERS
. . . made u

p

to any va
lue or

choose yo
ur

preferred

items

Gift

Vouchers

for any value!

A R R A N

A R O M AT I C S

Now in
stock

Large range
of

now in stock

THE
WICK SOCIETY

18 - 27 baNk roW, Wick kW1 5Ey. tEL: 01955 605393
email: museum@wickheritage.org web: www.wickheritage.org

Scottish Charity No. SCO 16927 Reg. Company No. 261521

oPENiNG tiMES:

easter to end october, 10am - 5pm
last entry 3.45pm Monday to saturday.
entry £4 adult, 50p children under 15.

average visit time is one hour plus
(some stay for hours)

Visitors
comments

My umpteenth visit - still fantastic
Local

A warren of treasures –
New Zealand

Loved the blend of history from many
angles – U.S.A.

Have visited lots of museums in the
UK. This is the best – Kent

The people who showed us around
were very knowledgeable and helpful

– Canada
What a wonderful treasure house - a

tribute to the town’s history –
Shropshire
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Warm&Gentle
Mackays is dedicated to delivering
a uniquely warm, welcome Highland
experienceandourguestsenjoycomfortable
rooms, lovingly furnished to capture the
gentility of a Highland hideaway. Choose
from 30 rooms, all with en-suite facilities,
and a selection of single, twin and double
accommodations to suit every taste.

Leave your hairdryer at home (we’ve
got that covered) and when you check in
to your room, treat yourself to a reviving
cup of tea, coffee and some fine Scottish
biscuits, accompanied by the local paper, all
compliments of Mackays.

If you’re looking for a warm, Highland
welcome, look no further than in Wick

Tasty&Tipply
Whether you are a visitor to the area, or live locally,
nothing beats the tantalising tastes of Highland
Scotland. From whisky to beef, we’ve got some of
the best cuisine, right on our doorstep. Our No 1
Bistro has gone to considerable lengths to ensure
the freshest local ingredients have been treated
with talent and love to bring you a tasty, mouth-
watering Highland menu which offers something for
everyone.

From light lunches to delicious evening meals, the
Bistro offers an appealing ambiance, quality service
and exceptional culinary standards.

Finish your perfect day with an evening dram in our
traditional bar where you’ll find excellent wines and
speciality whiskies, some of which come from local
distilleries and take their rightful place amongst the
world’s finest.

info@mackayshotel.co.uk • Union Street, Wick, Caithness KW1 5ED

Private & Contract
Minibus HirePrivate & ContractPrivate & ContractPrivate & ContractPrivate & ContractPrivate & ContractPrivate & ContractPrivate & ContractPrivate & ContractPrivate & ContractPrivate & ContractPrivate & ContractPrivate & ContractPrivate & Contract

www.BobbysBus.co.uk
Hi there, I’m Bob,
I want to take you
to your next event
or evening out.

Along with my wife, Alison, we will
collect you from wherever you ask and
deliver you safely to your destination.

• 3 Mini-Coaches • Small Parties or up to 24 Passengers
• Plenty of room to stretch your legs!
Call Now on 0775 107 4141
or email bobbysbus@hotmail.co.uk
Beat the rush and Book us now!
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THE WICK ASSEMBLY ROOMS
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 6th @ 7.30 pm

MANRAN
CRUINN

BARLUATH
and Fèis Ghallaibh

Ticket information on 01955 603080
www.blas-festival.com

PROMOTED BY WICK RBLS PIPE BAND FOR THE BLAS FESTIVAL

SCOTTISH VARIETY SHOWS
Every Wednesday night at 8pm during July and August

PIPE BAND HALL, HIGH STREET, WICK
Featuring: Mini Pipe Band, Accordionist, Highland Dancers

Special Guest Artists each week
Admission £5/£3 concession includes Tea/Coffee & Biscuits

PIPE BAND PARADES
THE PIPE BAND WILL PLAY SELECTIONS OF 

TRADITIONAL SCOTTISH TUNES ACCOMPANIED BY 
HIGHLAND DANCERS

Market Square, Wick 7.30pm
Saturdays: 22nd and 29th June, 6th and 20th July, 3rd, 10th, 24th 

and 31st August

For more information on Pipe Band Events
See www.wickpipeband.org      Facebook: Wick RBLS Pipe Band

Telephone: 01955 603080

MASSED BANDS
Wick RBLS Pipe Band and the Highland Pipes and Drums of
Waldsee, Germany will perform in the Market Square, Wick

at 7.30 p.m. on Friday 12th July

PIPE BAND WEEK
29th June to 6th July

A full week of indoor and outdoor events
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Come and visit
our shop



Open 9 till 5-30
six days
a week



Key Cutting
and

Picture Framing
now available

01955 604655 | birons@btinternet.com

www.birons.co.uk

20 Bridge street . Wick . Caithness . kW1 4nG

Wickers Wickers Wickers 
WorldWorldWorld
Café and B&B
www.wickersworld-cafe.co.uk

tel. +44 (0)1955 602433
21-23 Harbour Quay Wick kW1 5EP

Wickers World Café and en-suite

accommodation is situated at the

harbour front in the Royal Burgh of

Wick, in the North of Scotland.

We pride ourselves with the choice and

quality of our meals and fabulous home

baking a combination that entices our

customers to return again and again to enjoy

“SIMPLY THE BEST FOOD IN TOWN”

• Free Wi-Fi throughout

• Family, Double & Single en-suite rooms

• Freeview Television in all rooms
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IPE band parades are
among the highlights
of the summer
entertainment
calendar for local

people and visitors.
The county’s two senior bands are

steeped in tradition and are a source
of great pride for their respective
communities.
Thurso Pipe Band and Wick

RBLS Pipe Band both hold regular
street parades on Saturday evenings
during the tourist season, and also
perform at Highland Games and
galas throughout the north.

Thurso Pipe Band celebrates its
centenary this year and is marking
the occasion with a series of special
events.

The band wears the MacKenzie
tartan, the first uniforms having
been ex-army kilts and jackets.
When war broke out in 1914 a
number of the members were called
up for active service. However, those
that remained kept the band alive
throughout the war years.

Due to shortages of funding the
band members improvised by dyeing
their ex-army jackets black, and a
mace was hand-made by the then
drum major from a paperweight and
a broom handle.

When John Macdonald of
Achnavast took over as pipe major
in 1923 it began an unbroken
71-year reign of the same
Macdonald family holding that post.

In recent times the band has
seen a welcome increase in younger
members. Highlights have included

trips to Brilon in Germany (Thurso’s
twin town) and to New York to
attend Tartan Week.

The Wick band had its origins
in 1919 when ex-servicemen
returning from the First World War
got together under the title of “The
Comrades of the Great War Pipe
Band”. Its uniform represents the
original colours of the Seaforth
Highlanders.

In the 1980s the band became
affiliated to the Wick branch of the
Royal British Legion Scotland

and adopted its present title. It has
formed part of the massed band of
the RBLS for the annual ceremony
of Beating Retreat in Edinburgh
for many years and has made many
appearances abroad.

The band has its own hall which
hosts Scottish variety shows on
Wednesday evenings throughout the
summer. Every July the band stages
Wick Pipe Band Week, putting on
a packed programme of fundraising
events at local venues.

The Wick band marked its 90th

anniversary four years ago with
a special massed bands festival.
Musicians travelled from as far away
as Germany and Switzerland to take
part.
Caithness Junior Pipe Band

attracts members from across the
county in the 11-17 age group who
perform at various events around
the county.
n For more information, visit
www.thursopipeband.co.uk,
www.wickpipeband.org or www.
caithnessjuniorpipeband.co.uk

IPE band parades are 
among the highlights 
of the summer 
entertainment 
calendar for local 

people and visitors.

P
Pipe bands

Members of Wick RBLS Pipe

Band playing at Dunbeath

Castle. Photo: Marcus Mennie

Thurso Pipe Band is celebrating its

centenary in 2013. Photo: Garry Baxter

Relax and Enjoy your stay
at the north's favourite hotel

The Park Hotel is the ideal base if you are visiting Caithness. Our
comfortable blend of hospitality and professional attention to detail.

From the reception and restaurant, right through to the 20 beautifully appointed bedrooms, our guests can
expect a high level of service and facilities.

The Park hoTel . Thurso . Caithness . kW14 8re

Tel: 01847 893251 . www.parkhotelthurso.co.uk

You can tour the beautiful North Coast of Scotland or sail
to The Orkney Isles for an unforgettable experience.

Open to non residents for breakfast, lunch and dinner.
All home cooked to order.

County Garage
MOT ~ Service & Repairs

Motor Vehicles
and Light Commercials

Millbank Road
Thurso KW14 8PS

Tel: 01847 893003
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Situated overlooking the Pentland Firth with panoramic views of the Orkney Islands, this busy Hotel is located in two
acres of it's own grounds, situated on the outskirts of Thurso, at the junction of the A9 to Scrabster Harbour and the main
road to the west coast of the Highlands, within two minutes of the Orkney car ferry. Across the Firth, lies the Orkney
Island of Hoy with the much-publicised Old Man of Hoy clearly visible at its western extremity.

The Weigh Inn, refurbished to the highest standards boast 16 STB 3 Star Deluxe Bedrooms, 20 Superior Lodges and
22 Standard Lodges with 3 Bars, Function and Conference Suites. Our professional and friendly staff can accommodate
both the holiday maker and corporate guest whilst ensuring the perfect Wedding, meeting or conference from 2 - 300
guests or delegates.

The Weigh inn
Burnside, Thurso

Caithness, KW14 7Ug
call us on:

+44 (0) 1847 893722

www.weighinn.co.uk
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HE Castle of Mey,
once the much-loved
holiday home of the
Queen Mother, is the
jewel in the crown of
Caithness tourism.

Her Majesty turned a dilapidated
stronghold into a royal retreat
that she visited annually for half a
century until her death at the age of
101 in 2002.

Now it has become one of the
north of Scotland’s most highly
rated visitor attractions, holding
VisitScotland’s highest award of a
five-star quality assurance grading.
Tours of the castle and

gardens are hugely popular, and
the quality of the visitor experience
has been enhanced further by the
addition of a purpose-built tearoom
and gift shop and the opening of an
animal centre featuring a variety of
unusual breeds.

Many thousands of people have
taken the opportunity to visit the
16th-century fortress which, for
the best part of 50 years, had a
special place in the Queen Mother’s
heart. “From my first sight of the
Castle of Mey I fell in love with this
district,” she once said.

The castle and gardens are now
looked after by the Queen Elizabeth
Castle of Mey Trust, allowing

visitors to see the Queen Mother’s
summer home much as she left it
after her final visit.
Guided tours pass through the

hall, drawing room, equerry’s room,
library, main bedrooms, dining room,
butler’s pantry, kitchen and gardens.

Highlights include the extravagant
jardinière centrepiece in the
front hall; a striking portrait of the
Queen Mother with her corgi
Ranger above the fireplace in
the equerry’s room; and personal
memorabilia, treasured family
photographs and gifts that still
adorn the table in the library.

The traditional Scottish walled
garden – planted with vegetables,
surrounded by fruit, herbaceous
borders and rose gardens – and the
east garden were created out of a
wilderness by the Queen Mother,
and both are part of the tour.

The nearby visitor centre has
a tearoom serving snacks and
meals and there’s a gift shop
selling china, glassware, books and
postcards along with a variety of
Mey Selections products. There’s
a range of scarves and throws in a
design inspired by one of the Queen
Mother’s favourite outfits.

The animal centre has proved
very popular with children and adults
alike. It features some unusual

sheep breeds,
waterfowl,
ducks and
geese, a
donkey, rabbits,
British alpine
goats and
rare-breed pigs,
while Daisy
the wooden
cow allows
visitors to try
their hand at
milking.

Becoming
a Friend of the
Castle of Mey

gives unlimited free access to the
castle, gardens and animal centre
during normal opening hours.

The Prince of Wales – officially
the Duke of Rothesay when in
Scotland – is a regular visitor to
Caithness and it is clear that he feels
a strong connection to the county his
grandmother adored so much.

The Castle of Mey is about 15

miles east of Thurso and six miles
west of John O’Groats. Normal
opening is from May 1 to September
30 but the castle will be shut from
July 29 to August 12 inclusive
this year. The castle is open from
10.20am. Last admission at 4pm.
The visitor centre, tearoom, shop,
grounds and animal centre are open
from 10am until 5pm.

HE Castle of Mey, 
once the much-loved 
holiday home of the 
Queen Mother, is the 
jewel in the crown of 
Caithness tourism. 

T

The
visitor
centre.

“From my first sight of
the Castle of Mey I fell in
love with this district,” the
Queen Mother once said.

Castle
of Mey

All things tea and cake • Afternoon teas
Bespoke Celebration Cakes • Cupcakes

Venue for small and exlcusive ‘tea parties’
Catering for special events

Packed lunches
Take out teas, coffees, soups and sandwiches

The Old Chapel, Scrabster Harbour KW14 7UJ
Telephone: 01847 896274

Email: info@cups-scrabster.co.uk Website www.cups-scrbster.co.uk
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The Royal British Legion Scotland
THURSO BRANCH CLUB

Riverside Road, Thurso

LOUNGE ENTERTAINMENT or DANCING
every weekend

Country & Western Club last Friday every month.

An invitation is extended to all visiting Legionnaires
to visit our Clubrooms while in the area

BINGO
Sunday &Wednesday

evenings

BAR LUNChES
served Saturday

Tel. 01847 893417 893377

SNOOKER
and
DARTS ROOMS

Club OpEN All DAy

Thursday, Friday,

Saturday and Sunday. www.berry-good.co.uk
enquiries@berry-good.co.uk

Gin
Blackcurrant
Raspberry
Strawberry
–––––––

50cl & 10cl
–––––––

100% Scottish Spirit
100% Scottish Fruit

Online Shop
Now Open

A small artisan producer
of fruit infused spirits,
based in the beautiful
Highlands & Islands!

Vodka
Straight Strawberry
Really Raspberry

Strawberry & Black Pepper
–––––––

50cl & 10cl
–––––––

100% Scottish Spirit
100% Scottish Fruit

George McBeath Ltd

6 Traill sTreeT, Thurso

Tel/Fax 01847 892364

Ear piercing and
engraving service available.

The leading stockist of
Gold and Silver Jewellery,
Watches and Giftware.

Gold and Silver Jewellery,

thurso Bay
caravan

& camping
park

Park amenities include: • Electric Hook-ups • Toilet and Shower Facilities
• Location near Scrabster Harbour, gateway to the Orkneys

The Blue Door Coffee Shop & Diner
features expresso-based drinks made fresh from bean to cup, filter coffee and tea

burgers made fresh from beef from our local butcher and fish’n’chips featuring North Atlantic
haddock from our local fish monger.

park open April to September
Tel: 01847 892244

Email: thursocaravan@aol.com
visit us on facebook
facebook.com/thursobay

facebook.com/thebluedoordiner

www.caithnesschocolate.co.uk

Artisan chocolate 
handmade in the

Northern Highlands
using the best ingredients.

Available On-line or from 
JA Mackay (Thurso), 

Old Pulteney Distillery, 
Meiklejohns and

Vitality Retreats (Wick),
Natural Retreats
(John O'Groats),

Judith Glue (Inverness
and Kirkwall),

Falls of Shin (Lairg)

Granville street, Thurso kW14 7Jn

tel. 01847 895103
email: info@pentlandlodgehouse.co.uk

www.pentlandlodgehouse.co.uk

4* Luxury with comfortable beds and power
shower ensuite

Free wifi
Hearty breakfast, served early for the ferry or

late for the restful
Close to Thurso town centre with a large car

park it is ideal for exploring the North
Look before you book if you are in the area

PENtLaND LoDGE HouSEPENtLaND LoDGE HouSE G.R & P.H.
Sutherland

Growers of Caithness
Summer Fruits
Makers of Homemade Preserves
Producers of Caithness
Fuel & Garden Peat

information on ourFor any information on our 
List please callProduce List please call 

or Patricia onGeorge or Patricia on

01847 831232
Patricia is at the Wick Farmers
Market every Saturday

Roadside Croft
Harpsdale
Halkirk
Caithness

CaithnessSummerFruits
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HURSO is the most
northerly town on
the British mainland,
and has a population
of around 8,000.
On the west side of

Thurso Bay is Scrabster, where
the car ferry Hamnavoe sails daily to
Stromness in Orkney.

Over 10 centuries ago Thurso
was founded by Viking earls. It
was named Torsaa (Thor’s river)
after the Norse god of war. The
25-mile-long River Thurso ranks as
one of Scotland’s most important
salmon fisheries. The ancient part
of Thurso, close by the west side
of the river mouth, was called the
Fisherbiggins – the place where
fishermen lived.

Sir John Sinclair was a late
18th-century genius whose work
as a politician, a chronicler of his
times, a leading agriculturist and an
inspirer of town planning gained him
an international reputation. As the
industries which he backed started
to blossom, he decided that Thurso
needed a new town extension. He

laid out an attractive area in a grid
street pattern.

Thurso’s boom was due to the
flagstone trade – the flagstones
from surrounding quarries were
among the best in the country for
making pavements before the days
of concrete slabs.

Not far from the town centre is Old
St Peter’s Kirk, one of the finest
religious buildings of the Middle Ages
to survive in the north of Scotland.
The ruins date from the 13th century.

For those who prefer more active
pursuits, the town’s indoor swimming
pool – which includes a toddlers’
section – is a popular attraction,
while boating is available during the
summer alongside the river.

The Mall offers a lovely walking
short route, going up one side of the
river and back along the other after
crossing a footbridge.

For centuries, the folk in Thurso’s
old town collected their water from a
nearby well. Today, the small stone
building with a conical roof which
encloses the Meadow Well still
stands close to the Royal Hotel.

Pennyland House, on the
western outskirts of the town,
was the birthplace of Sir William
Smith, founder of the Boys’ Brigade
in 1883. There is a display of BB
memorabilia in the David Fraser
room, based in Thurso’s William
Smith Memorial Hall.

The chilly waters of
Caithness are a far
cry from Hawaii
or California or
Australia’s Bondi
Beach... but
that hasn’t
stopped Thurso
emerging as
a highly rated
international
surfing venue.

Here on the
northern edge of
mainland Scotland
some of the finest
waves in Europe can
be experienced, and because
of this Caithness has played host
to a number of prestigious surf
competitions.

Thurso has staged several events
in the O’Neill Cold Water Classic
world series surfing competition and
has held the UK and Scottish surfing
championships. In addition, the surf
kayak world championships were
held twice just off Thurso harbour.

Moves are now being made by
local councillors to establish

Thurso as the watersports
capital of Britain by

2016.
Six miles

south of Thurso
is historic
Halkirk, the
first planned
village in the
Highlands, with

a high standard
of dining and

accommodation.
It is a very

popular spot with
anglers coming to fish

on the River Thurso.
An active local community group

organises a range of events in
Halkirk’s historic Ross Institute.

HURSO
northerly town on 
the British mainland, 
and has a population 
of around 8,000. 
On the west side of 

Thurso Bay is Thurso Bay Scrabster

HURSO is the most laid out an attractive area in a grid Pennyland House, on the Thurso has staged several events HURSO

T

Sir John’s
Square in
the centre of
Thurso.
Photo: Alan
Hendry

Thurso

Vincent Duvinac of 
France competes 
in the O’Neill Cold 
Water Classic. 

Caithness Livestock Breeders

Town & CounTry SupplierS
The premier retailing

experience in the North

Trading Centre, Sir Archibald Road, Thurso KW14 8HN

tel: (01847) 894567 • fax: (01847) 894672

E-mail: clbthurso@btinternet.com
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AITHNESS
Horizons opened
to the public in
December 2008
following the
refurbishment of

Thurso Town Hall and adjacent
Carnegie Library.

The magnificently restored
building houses a permanent
exhibition telling the story of
Caithness from the geological
period known as the Devonian
(about 416 to 359 million years
ago) to the present day.

The temporary exhibition gallery
hosts an annual programme of
changing exhibitions. In addition
there is a gift shop and café which
serves delicious home baking.

Commanding attention on your
arrival are the Skinnet and Ulbster
Pictish stones. Upstairs, themed
displays bring to life the fascinating
heritage of Caithness. Highlights
include archaeological objects

that date from the Neolithic, Bronze
and Iron ages relating to the lives
of the broch-dwellers, Picts and
Vikings who made Caithness their
home.

A particular treat is a collection
of Viking artefacts from a male
Viking burial at Reay (west of
Thurso) which are on loan from
National Museums Scotland.

Visitors can also wander
through displays of birds, track
bird migration routes and find out
about Thurso’s famous geologist
and botanist, Robert Dick
(1811-1866). The displays feature
specimens from Dick’s herbarium,
now accessible to the public for
the first time in many years, along
with personal items and fossil
specimens.

The social history of Caithness
is brought to life by displays that
include a penny-farthing bicycle
and film clips.

The story of the Dounreay
nuclear power research
establishment – which shaped the
recent economy and history of the
county – is also featured. Caithness
Horizons explores the activities
that took place at Dounreay over
a period of more than 40 years,
its environmental impact and its
influence on the community.

The centre was officially opened
by Prince Charles, Duke of
Rothesay, in August 2009 – on the
same day that Caithness Horizons
discovered it had been awarded
five-star visitor attraction status by
VisitScotland.

More recently it has been
awarded full museum accreditation
by the Museums, Libraries and
Archives Council.

Caithness Horizons stands in the
heart of Thurso, on the High Street
at the north-east end of the pe-
destrian area. Parking is available
immediately opposite, and there is
more within an easy walk.

Caithness Horizons is open
Monday to Saturday, 10am to 6pm.

Between April and September
it is also open on Sundays, 11am
to 4pm (entrance is free of charge).

The museum plays host to a
number of special events, so
visitors should check the website
(www.caithnesshorizons.co.uk)
for up-to-date listings.

AITHNESS 
Horizons
to the public in 
December 2008 
following the 
refurbishment of 

Thurso Town Hall and adjacent 

C

Caithness Horizons stands in the Between April and September 

Caithness

Horizons

Caithness Horizons 
tells the story of 
Caithness from 

prehistoric times to 
the present day.

Halkirk
Comm

Bar
01847 831223

• Pool Table

• Plenty
variations
of drink
served

Pop in and
say hi!
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Y-NOT BAR & GRILL
Wide range of homemade food with separate menus for Breakfast, Lunch and
Dinner, as well as a Kids and Take-away Menu.

All local produce used, such as Mey Selections & freshly caught fish from
Scrabster Harbour.

Disabled access from all doors and to our outside seating area, ideal for
catching the Summer sun!

Car Park situated conveniently just outside.

Enjoy yourself in a relaxed environment and just ask to take advantage of our
Free Wi-Fi, Free Sky TV or try our Jukebox and Pool Table!

Y-Not come down and listen to Live Music most weekends in our newly
renovated ‘Live Lounge’ upstairs, where we aim to bring rising talent to an
acoustic setting!

Luxury Accommodation Now Available

Meadow Lane, Thurso - 01847 892272
www.facebook.com/YNOTTHOURSO

THE GROVE LOUNGE
Situated just next door to the Y-Not Bar & Grill you’ll find a very different
atmosphere. ‘The Grove’ is a friendly local bar with a warm welcome and
plenty of unique features, including its traditional Caithness stone floor and
furnishings. Come into learn some Caithness words and have a sing-a-long
at one of our live music nights. Free Sky TV and dog friendly.

www.facebook.com/THEGROVELOUNGE

GROVE TAxIS: now available - local, friendly taxi service.

bookings taken on 07774 877503 or 01847 891144

• planes • Trains • Boats

OPEN 8am - 12am Sun to Thurs

OPEN 8am - 1.00am Fri & Sat

FOOD SERVED ALL DAY

LICENSED FROM 9am
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THE GROVE INN
We're all about making your time at The Y-Not Bar and Grill as pleasurable an experience as possible. We
have received so many lovely comments about our friendly service, great atmosphere and, of course, our
fantastic food!

We have decided to add to the experience by now providing accommodation at The Grove Inn.

Whether you are a windswept tourist exploring the Highlands and need somewhere to shelter from the
elements; or just popping up to stay a few nights in Thurso, the Y-Not can provide you with a room for
yourself, friends and family.

We can provide you with comfy beds; TV; en-suite bathrooms with power
showers; fresh towels and wi-fi availability; and of course being only
minutes away from trying our delicious meals!

Luxury Accommodation Now Available - please send any booking
requests to ynot7bar@gmail.com or ring 01847 892272.

We look forward to being your home away from home.

Special rates for Bed, Breakfast & Evening Meal.
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The Pavilion Restaurant

The esplanade . Thurso

Tel: 01847 893500
email: audswan@btinternet.com

Open Tuesday to Friday 10am to 4pm
& Saturday 10pm to 5pm

The esplanade  .  Thurso

* Breakfasts * lunch Menu * home Baking
* Coffee’s * Teas

liCensed

Spectacular views across the Pentland Firth
to the Orkney Islands.

THE TOLL GALLERY
Presents the largest disPlay of wildlife landscaPes and seascaPes

by renowned local artist frank begg

The Toll GallerY
BridGend, Thurso, CaiThness kW14 8pp

Tel. 01847 893256

email: fsbegg@btinternet.com

new oPening hoUrs:
thursday, friday and saturday,

10pm - 1pm; 2pm - 5pm

Watten mill

Stroma and Hoy from John O’Groats

On the road to Tongue
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AMSTER Cairns

are the best known
of the county’s
numerous ancient
sites.

The cairns –
situated four miles north-west of
Lybster on the minor road to Watten
– were raised as burial monuments

during the Neolithic age, more than
5,000 years ago.

The land was more fertile than
today and it is likely that the cairns
were sited on the edge of good
farmland. The ground between the
road and the cairns is quite boggy
now, but a boardwalk allows visitors
to keep their feet dry.

The long cairn of Camster, the

larger of the two, is 200ft in length

and 65ft wide. It has a main burial
chamber which can be entered by a
passage from the south side.

Camster round cairn, 55ft in
diameter and 12ft high, is regarded
by many experts as the finest

chambered tomb of its period

in Britain. It is under official
protection, and excavation has
made the main chamber in the heart
of the cairn accessible through the
original entrance passage.

These mighty structures are
believed to have been used over the
centuries to bury ancient chiefs.
Or they may have been built by
people who worshipped a “Mother

Earth” goddess as the provider of

the grain crops that were essential
to the survival of these communities.

Other notable chambered cairn
sites in Caithness are the Cairn

of Get, signposted from the A99
between Lybster and Wick, and
Cnoc Freiceadain, near Dounreay.
The latter comprises two long cairns,
set at right angles to each other, on
top of the Hill of Shebster.

The Yarrows Archaeological

Trail (signposted from the A99,
south of Thrumster) includes the
South Yarrows Broch and the
remains of Neolithic burial cairns
dating back well over 5,500 years.
Recent research has unearthed
flint tools that are believed to be
7,700 years old, providing the

earliest known evidence of human
habitation in Caithness.

An intriguing series of stone rows
dating back some 4,000 years can
be seen at the Hill o’ Many Stanes,
north of Lybster. About 200 stones,
most of them only knee-high, are
set out in 22 rows running north
and south. At one time there may
have been as many as 600 stones
covering the gently sloping field.

The people of the late Bronze
Age left behind them mysterious
standing stones in Caithness as well
as in Lewis and Orkney.

At Achavanich, near Lybster,
there is a striking collection of
stones easily accessible to the
public.

the grain crops that were essential earliest known evidence of human AMSTER Cairns

are the best known 
of the county’s 
numerous ancient 
sites.

C

Ancient
Caithness

The Harbour . Scrabster . Caithness . KW14 7UJ
www.captainsgalley.co.uk | email: jim@captainsgalley.co.uk

The Takeaway
Open daily until 6.30pm

07436 817 757

Scrabster’s World Famous
The Captain’s Galley

Seafood Restaurant
Open Tues-Sat 7pm - late

01847 894999

Sustainable
Seafood
Festival

- Early June

Contact for
more info!
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HE ferry service
that operates from
John O’Groats
is continuing a
tradition that began
500 years ago with

the enterprising seafarer who gave
the village its distinctive name: Jan
de Groot.

A mound and flagpole mark the
site where Jan built his famous
octagonal house during the reign of
James IV, between 1488 and 1513.

Jan was the leader of a small
group of Dutchmen who settled in
the area to start up the first regular
ferry service to Orkney on the orders
of the king.

Jan is buried in nearby Canisbay
churchyard, but his seafaring legacy
lives on.

A passenger service to Orkney is
operated by John O’Groats Ferries,
offering a choice of tours on the
Pentland Venture every day from the

beginning of May until the end of
September.

The same company provides
wildlife tours around the coast
between the middle of June and
the end of August. These afternoon
cruises last an hour and a half,
giving close-up views of spectacular
cliffs and abundant bird life. Seals,
dolphins and sometimes even
whales can also be seen off north-
east Caithness.

A car ferry to Orkney is
operated by Pentland Ferries along
the coast at Gills Bay, using the
modern catamaran Pentalina.

The distinctive John O’Groats
House Hotel has been given
a new lease of life as part of an
ambitious redevelopment by Natural
Retreats.

The hotel has been transformed
into a self-catering complex of
19 luxury apartments with 23
detached holiday residences

nearby, giving a major boost to
tourism in the far north.

One landmark not to be missed
is the Last House in mainland
Scotland, home to a small museum
which offers a window into the

past via photos of the local area.
Nearby there are craft studios and
souvenir shops.

John O’Groats has long been
famous for end-to-end fundraising
marathons. Every summer sees a

HE
that operates from 
John O’Groats 
is continuing a 
tradition that began 
500 years ago with 

the enterprising seafarer who gave 

T
HE ferry service beginning of May until the end of HE The John O’Groats

ferry, Pentland
Venture.

Looking across the 
headland towards the 
magnificent Stacks of 

Duncansby.  
Photo: Alan Hendry

John
O’Groats

THE

C ASTLE ARMS HOTEL
MEY, CAITHNESS KW14 8XH

A warm highland welcome awaits you at the Castle Arms Hotel,
a small family run hotel where good service is at the top of Jean
and Bill’s (the new owners), expectations.
Situated across the road from the Castle of Mey, the late Queen Mother’s summer residence,
we have nine newly refurbished en-suite bedrooms, one suitable for disabled use and five
which are ideal for dog owners and smokers and two executive suites which are suitable for
families. All rooms have flat screen TV with Freeview, tea and coffee making facilities and
electric blankets for the cold nights. Free wi-fi access is available throughout the hotel.

In the restaurant you can enjoy good quality, locally sourced food. Bar meals are also available
for those seeking a more casual dining experience. There is a separate public bar with a pool
table and dart board and also a small grocery store selling a wide selection of groceries,
everyday items, tobacco products, alcohol and Calor Gas.

There are plans to develop a campsite in the spring of 2013 but at the time of 
printing we are still going through the planning process. Please check our website
www.castlearmshotel.co.uk for details of the development.

T: 01847 851244 E:jeanandbill@castlearmshotel.co.uk

PANTERA LTD
Tourist Guide Services

by
Experienced, Fully Qualified 'Blue Badge' Guide

Member of the  Scottish Tourist Guides Association

Ulrike Zywietz

Available for Guiding in English and German
Day or Extended Tours on Coaches

in all of Scotland and the Isles
for private/corporate groups and cruise ships

Friendly and informative service assured.

travelwithulrike@yahoo.co.uk • Mobile 0788 192 1044
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See killer whales in their natural
habitat, catch a glimpse of the
Northern Lights or discover the
most stunning scenery Scotland
has to offer; all at Natural Retreats
John O’Groats.

Offering the finest luxury accommodation,
an Outfitters activity and retail centre
and a co-operative Storehouse café
in this incredible wilderness, Natural
Retreats John O’Groats provides the
perfect holiday destination for families
and friends.

Visit us for a sea safari around Stroma
and the Duncansby Stacks on our
Natural Explorer boat, fantastic freshly
cooked local produce and luxury eco-
lodges, featuring sustainable locally
sourced materials such as Caithness
stone, Scottish Larch timber and
sedum roofs.

Book now:
www.naturalretreats.com

Reservations & Concierge:

0845 867 5891Explore. Dream. Discover



28

succession of journeys either from
or to Land’s End involving cyclists,
walkers or others who choosemore
offbeat modes of transport.
With spectacular scenery,

superb seabird colonies and
bracing sea air, the coastal walk
to nearbyDuncansby Head
is an unforgettable outing for
birdwatchers and keen walkers.
Either drive to the lighthouse car

park and stroll across the headland
from there, or start out from John
O’Groats itself and follow the
coastal path to Sannick Bay before
joining the single-track Duncansby
road.
Ages of pounding waves have

carved the red sandstone cliffs
into a unique combination of
sea-stacks, caves, natural
arches and bridges, as well as
two spectacular narrow inlets with
perpendicular sides.
Halfway between John O’Groats

andWick you’ll find the Caithness
Broch Centre, where you can find
out more about the county’s ancient
past.
Brochs were large stone towers

built more than 2000 years ago and
Caithness hasmore of these per
squaremile than any other region.
The area around Sinclair’s Bay
is especially important, with the
densest distribution of brochs in
Scotland.
There are threemain narratives

at the centre: the 19th-century
community that first excavated
the brochs; the people who lived
in the area 2000 years ago; and
those who now work and live
with the brochs.The project is
a collaboration with National
Museums Scotland, which
returned artefacts from national
museums for display.
Caithness Broch Centre is located

at Auckengill and is openMonday
to Friday from April to September,
and also on Saturdays in July/
August, from 10.30am to 4.30pm.
Admission is free.
For almost 400 years Caithness

was ruled and dominated by the
Norsemen.
Along with the Orkney and

Shetland isles, Caithness was part
of the Viking earldom of Orkney
and it was only in 1266 that Norway
ceded the county to the Scottish

crown with the signing of the Treaty
of Perth.
Those were stirring times of

battle and intrigue. And often they
were violent times: of the 25 earls
of Orkney who governed Caithness
in this period, only nine died of
natural causes.
The chief legacy of that era is now

to be found in the names of towns,

villages, geographical features and
farms in the county.The name of the
county itself derives from theNorse
Katanes, meaning “Headland of
the Cats”.
The John O’Groats area contains

many echoes of Viking times.
Archaeological research at

Freswick (Thrasvik, or “Thra’s
inlet”) discovered an ancient

Norse settlement which seems to
have included a Viking-age fish-
processing plant. Nearby is the
ruinedBuchollie Castle, which was
constructed on the site of the Norse
stronghold called Lambaborg.
This was one of the bases of the

12th-century Caithness farmer,
adventurer, warrior and Viking,
Svein Asliefarson. Svein’s exploits

A seal near John O’Groats.
Photo: Alan Hendry

White sands
between John
O’Groats and

Duncansby Head.
Photo: Alan Hendry

John O’ Groats Souvenirs

Postcards

Lettered Rock

Scottish Crafts and Gifts

Clan Merchandise

Shortbread

10% Discount
on production of

this advert
(Excludes sale items and stamps)

Sheila Fleet Jewellery

Ness Collection

Yankee Candles

Teddy Mountain

Clothing

Local Interest Books

and much, much more!

If you’re a stamp collector,
remember to post your cards and
get the John O’ Groats postmark!

John O’ Groats Crafts Ltd.
First & Last, John O’ Groats, Caithness, KW1 4YR
01955 611741 / 611373 joginfo@btconnect.com

T: 01847 635007 E: info@caithness-smokehouse.com

– Visitors Welcome

Smoked Salmon, Trout and Haddock,

Smoked Seafood, Smoked Duck and

Goose, Smoked Cheese,

eggs and butter.
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A comfortable lounge offers excellent views
on passage, and for those who prefer fresh
air, the top deck has safe, comfortable
seating. Light snacks and drinks are available.

Tel FreeFone
0800

688 8998
or BOOK ONLINE

www.pentlandferries.co.uk

The 21st Century crossing to Orkney!
Using the very latest technology and meeting the highest safety
standards demanded by today’s modern travellers, Pentland Ferries
now has Scotland’s finest catamaran car and passenger ferry crossing
the old Viking Highway – the Pentland Firth, a journey time of an hour,
and with three return sailings each day.

Pier road, St Margaret’s Hope
orkney KW17 2SW
St Margaret’s Hope: 01856 831226
Gills Bay: 01955 611773
Fax: 01856 831697

Pier Road, St Margaret’s Hope
Orkney KW17 2SW
St Margaret’s Hope: 01856 831226
Gills Bay: 01955 611773
Fax: 01856 831697
Email: sales@pentlandferries.co.uk
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are still talked about in the county
where he is known locally as
“Svein [or Sweyn] the Pirate”. The
Swanson clan claims descent from
this larger-than-life character who
was called by one historian “the last
of the Vikings”.

Svein’s local estate was situated
at Duncansby – Dungalsbaer, or
“Dungal’s settlement”.

Duncansby was also the site of a
bloody battle between the local
Norsemen, led by Earl Sigurd the
Stout, and a Scottish army under
the command of King Malcolm II.
A later earl, Thorfinn the Mighty,
maintained a naval base at
Duncansby where, the sagas say, he
kept five well-manned longships.

From Duncansby Head can be
seen the island of Stroma. This was
named by the Vikings Straumey,
meaning “the island in the
stream” – the stream in question
being the swift and turbulent
Pentland Firth.

Dramatic 
coastal 

scenery at 
Duncansby 

Head. Photo: 
Alan Hendry 

The Last 
House in 
Scotland is  
a must-see.

Explore the past 
at Caithness 
Broch Centre.

• Newspapers & Magazines •

• Groceries •

• Car Care •

• Calor Gas •

• Logs, Kindlers & Coal •
• Fishing Tackle •

• Stationery •

oPENiNG HourS:

Mon-Sat 0900-1800
thurs 0900-1300

Sunday closed

JOHN O’GROATS

& GENERAL STORE

FILLING STATION

POST
OFFIcE

Tel: 01955 611200

John O’Groats, Caithness, Scotland KW1 4YR
Tel: 01955 611 220 Fax: 01955 611 220

E-mail: seaviewhotel@btinternet.com
Website: www.seaviewjohnogroats.co.uk

a small popular family run hotel,
the seaview offers a warm
welcome at the end of the road to
everyone.

Food is served daily in our
attractively furnished public/
lounge bar, where you can
sample our vast range of over
100 malt whiskies, including local
malts. We serve real ale.

Why not sit back and relax in the
comfort of our restaurant and take
in the wonderful sight of a sunset
over the island of stroma, or even
the famous northern lights if
you’re lucky, whilst enjoying one
of our delicious home cooked
meals using local produce where
possible, and maybe a bottle of
wine from our personally selected
range.

on the seafront

At the End of the A99 you will find the

TOURING
PARK

PROPRIETORS:

W. & C.J. STEVEN

John o’Groats
Caithness kW1 4Yr

tel: 01955 611329

email: info@johnogroatscampsite.co.uk

john o’Groats

Caravan &

CampinG site
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HE story of Lybster’s
rapid rise from
humble beginnings
to become one
of Scotland’s
foremost herring

ports is told at the Waterlines
Visitor Centre.

Located in carefully restored
harbour buildings just a stone’s

throw from the pebbly shore,
Waterlines combines education with
fun in a family-friendly environment
while celebrating Lybster’s special
role in the history of the Scottish
fishing industry.

This attractive east coast village
was planned some 200 years
ago by the enterprising local laird
General Patrick Sinclair.

By the late 1830s Lybster had
grown to such an extent that it was
the third largest port in Scotland
(after Wick and Fraserburgh), with
101 boats fishing out of its thriving
harbour.

Waterlines was created by
Lybster Heritage Trust with
support from public agencies.

It is located at the end of the

narrow road leading down to the
harbour from Lybster village, and
there is a car park at the front.

Its main first-floor exhibition area
features a smokehouse, giving
visitors an authentic whiff of the
kippering process, and the story
of fishing in the Lybster area – from
the herring days through to the
seine-net era – is told in a series
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The Clan Gunn
Heritage Centre

at Latheron.

Lybster
harbour.

Photo: Alan
Hendry

Lybster &
Latheron

Enjoy a taste of yesteryear at
LAIDHAY TEAROOMS & CROFT MUSEUM

sample the way of life in a typical thatched roof
Caithness long-house, then enjoy traditional homemade soups and

baking at the adjoining tearooms.
An evocative experience not to be missed!

LaiDHay, DuNbEatH (on a9 north of Dunbeath) • tel 01593 731270

Beer Garden.Beer Garden.
Fabulous viewsFabulous views
over the bay and Castle,

Real Ales, large selection of Malts and a range of food
- Snacks, Lunches & Dinners with fresh local shellfish.

Bolton House
is situated in the heart of this small
fishing village, convenient for shops,
bank, and all amenities including
beautiful harbour, golf course (nine
hole), and bowling. This traditional
stone built house, a home from
home with real open fire, consists
of four letting bedrooms, two with
en-suite facilities. Convenient for
Wick, Thurso and John O'Groats it
is suitable for a stopover to the ferry
or spending a few days enjoying the
beautiful countryside and coastline.
Prices from £25.00.

Tel 01593 721282 . Greys Place . Lybster . KW3 6AE

Milk  bread  Fresh  chilled  Frozen  Groceries

confectionery  Local Produce  Snacks  DVDs 

Newspapers  PayPoiNt  a.t.M.

MaiN StrEEt LybStEr

tel: 01593 721799

D & S Henderson
Licensed Convenience Store
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SUNRISE MOTORHOME HIRE
IN CAITHNESS

* long or short Term hire

* Very Competitive rates

* immaculate 6 Berth Motorhome

* ideal for families

www.sunrisemotorhomehire.co.uk
e: info.motorhome@sunrisecottage-holidays.co.uk

tel: 01593 721574

* insurance arranged

* Many extras included at no additional Cost

* phone or email your requirements for a quote

* sat. TV & dVd

* picnic Chairs & Table

* large shower room

* Bike rack

* Microwave

* delivery service

THE CLAN GUNN

HERITAGE CENTRE

LATHERON, CAITHNESS

KW5 4DG

Come and find out about

one of Scotland’s oldest clans

from its Norse origins to the present day.

Video presentation, clan archive and shop



Open June to September

Monday to Saturday

11.00am - 1.00pm and 2.00pm - 4.00pm

Clan Gunn heritage Trust sCo13311

lybster
• 727 Newsagent (home deliveries) • Cigarettes

• Confectionery, hot and cold drinks • Greetings Cards

• Gifts • Toys & Novelties • National Lottery • ATM

• Photocopying and Fax Services •DVLA

• Pre-bagged Coal • Moneygram

CALOR GAS AGENCY

• Open 7 daYS •

GREYS PLACE, LYbSTER KW3 6AE

telephone: 01593 721 201
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of information panels. One end of
the building is devoted to a boat-
building workshop.
Waterlines is open daily fromMay

to October, 11am to 5pm. Group
bookings can be arranged (01593
721520).
Near the foot of the road leading

down to the harbour there’s a
signpost marking the start of the
Swiney Hill coastal walk. This
takes you above the harbour
and to the south of the village,
with a superb vantage point for
wildlife-watching once you’ve
crossed a stile or two. There’s
an offshoot path leading to the
historic Brethren Well, reputed to
have been used by monks many
centuries ago.
Lybster itself has excellent hotel

accommodation and amenities
including a nine-hole golf course.
Its clubhouse is the one-time
ticket office of the light railway
that operated on the coastal route
between Lybster andWick from
1903 until 1944.
TheMill of Forse at Latheron

is a restored oatmeal mill. It was
saved from dereliction in the 1990s
and the ground floor converted
for use as a ceramics studio. It is
now home to studio potter and
sculptor Jenny Mackenzie Ross
and goldsmith and glass-maker
Patricia Niemann.
Close by, at Forse shore, the

ruins of a 14th-century Norse
castle crown the promontory.The
castle overlooks a rugged area

of coastline punctuated by small
coves, many of which are home to
abandoned fishing stations from the
days of the herring boom. For the
sure-footed walker it is well worth
exploring.
Visitors can be sure of a warm

welcome at the Clan Gunn
Heritage Centre, just off themain
east coast road in the 18th-century
Old Parish Church of Latheron.
However, the Gunns didn’t always
present such a friendly face to those
who entered their territory.
Themotto of this clan – one of

Scotland’s oldest, and descended
from the Viking sea wolves – is
an uncompromising Aut pax aut
bellum, “Either peace or war”.
And often it was the latter course of
action that prevailed.
Robert Bain, writing in the

1930s, said the Gunns’ “warlike
and ferocious” reputation stemmed
from a series of feuds with other
clans, notably theKeiths and the
Mackays.
The Clan Gunn claims direct

descent fromGunni, grandson
of Svein Asliefarson, the 12th-
century Vikingmarauder who
cut a violent swathe through the
pages of theOrkneyinga Saga.
In its account of Svein’s death at
the hands of the Dubliners, the
Saga notes that “apart from those
of higher rank than himself, he
was the greatest man the western
world has ever seen in ancient and
modern times”.
Away from this bloody legacy

of battles and feuds, the centre
invites you to consider the
intriguing theory that a leading
Gunnmay have reached American
shores long before Christopher
Columbus’s celebrated voyage
of 1492. It has been suggested
that Sir James, chief of the clan at
the end of the 14th century, may
have accompanied Prince Henry
Sinclair, Earl of Orkney, on an
expedition to the NewWorld as far
back as 1398.
The compelling evidence

includes an effigy of amedieval
knight in armour, alleged to be Sir
James, engraved on a rock face in
Massachusetts. A cast of the effigy
is on display in the centre.
Frommore recent times the

achievements of the Gunns in art,
literature, science and industry are
recorded at the centre, which boasts
one of the best clan archives.
Dating from 1734, the church

was gifted to the Clan Gunn Society
in 1974 and the centre was
officially opened in 1985 after a
major fundraising programme. It
has come to represent a focal point
for the Clan Gunn Society, which
upholds the traditions of the clan
internationally.
Seventy-seven septs are

associated with the clan – including
theGeorgesons,Hendersons,
Jamiesons,Mansons,Robsons
andWilliamsons – and there are
related societies in North America
and New Zealand, reflecting the
extensive emigration of previous
generations of Gunns.
The Clan Gunn Heritage Centre

is situated just off the A99. It is
open from June 1 to September 30,
Mondays to Saturdays, from 11am
to 1pm and from 2pm to 4pm.
It also has a clan shop. Call

01593 741700 or visit www.
clangunnsociety.org

Some small 
coves along the 
coast are home 
to abandoned 
fishing stations.

North Lands Creative Glass
is Scotland’s internationally
recognised centre of
excellence in glass making.
We run an annual programme
of Master Classes,

International Conference, artist’s residencies,
glass skills classes, beginner workshops
and outreach programmes. We hold regular
exhibitions in the North Lands Creative Glass
Gallery, and have state of the art studio
spaces to hire for individuals and groups.

North Lands Creative Glass, Quatre Bras, Lybster,
Caithness, KW3 6BN
Tel: 01593721229
www.northlandsglass.com
info@northlandsglass.com

Scottish Charity No: SCO23805

Open daily from May to October 11am to 5pm
Wheelchair access, parking

Telephone 01593 721520 for enquiries
and party bookings

Lybster Heritage Trust SCO27408
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UNNET Head is the
most northerly
point on the UK
mainland, and
there’s a feeling of

being on the edge of the world as
waves pound against high cliffs
rising majestically to 100m above
sea level.

A Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI), the location of two radar
stations during World War Two, and
home to North Atlantic puffins
amongst a multitude of other bird
populations, the headland is full of
historical interest and rare wildlife.
Grey seals bask in Brough Bay,
sheltering from the vagaries of the
turbulent Pentland Firth.

The Dunnet Head lighthouse
was built in 1831 by Robert
Stevenson, grandfather of the
author Robert Louis Stevenson. It
was automated in 1989. From the
viewpoint on a clear day you can see
as far as Cape Wrath to the west
or enjoy a panoramic view across
the Pentland Firth to Orkney to
the north.

Visitors can discover much more
about the area’s wildlife and history
by stopping off at the Seadrift
centre at Dunnet Bay.

As well as learning about the
whales, dolphins, seals, seabirds
and animals to be seen in and
around Dunnet, you can compare
your weight with that of a bull seal

or size up to a gannet. At Seadrift
you can also find out the best places
to visit, or join the countryside
rangers on a guided walk.

The centre is located at the north
end of the three-mile sweep of
Dunnet sands, about a mile from
Dunnet village. Seadrift is open
daily (apart from Thursdays and
Saturdays) from 2pm to 5pm in
May, June and September, and from
10.30am to 5pm in July and August.
Entrance is free but donations are
welcome.

Nearby is the delightful Dunnet
Forest, the most northerly
community woodland on the
mainland. Managed by Dunnet
Forestry Trust, it features an all-
abilities trail, a horse-riding route

and a number of interesting wood
and stone sculptures.

Groups of volunteers have taken
part in a wide range of projects such
as tree-planting and maintenance,
path-building, pond restoration and
control of invasive vegetation.

Mary-Ann’s Cottage is a small
homestead with outbuildings at
Westside, just a few miles from
Dunnet Head. The cottage was built
in the middle of the 19th century
and occupied by the members of
one family, the Youngs.

It remains as an almost perfect
example of the way in which
crofters lived and worked before
mechanisation. Visitors are given a
fascinating guided tour and told the
story of the family.
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Out for a
ride on
Dunnet
Beach.

Dunnet
Head.

The
Seadrift
Centre.

Dunnet

Inver Park House
NEW, Friendly, quiet, convenient B&B situated in
Dunbeath, Caithness. We have 3 large ensuite
rooms (1 providing disabled facilities), all on the
ground floor with TV (Freeview), hairdryers, and
tea/coffee/hot chocolate making facilities.

Breakfast is served in the south-east facing sun
lounge, from which we have brilliant views over
the Moray Firth

£30 per person per night, with a
10% discount for walkers and cyclists.

Inver Park House
Inver Caravan Park
Houstry Road, Dunbeath, KW6 6EH
Tel: 01593 731441
Email: rhonagwillim@yahoo.co.uk
http://inver-park-house.co.uk/index.html

Mary-ann’s cottage at Dunnet

The Cottage lies on a small croft overlooking dunnet Bay, worked
by the same family over three generations. Built around 1850 the
Cottage has remained largely unchanged over the years and
visitors can step back in time and imagine what it would be like
to live in a room with a wee box bed, heated by a peat fire, where
Mary-ann and her husband spent their non-working hours, cooked
and slept. in the adjoining outbuildings there are implements and
evidence of farming practices from earlier times.

open 1st June - 30th september:
daily 2 - 4.30 p.m.

admission charge

Parties welcome by arrangement.

For information phone 01847 851765 or 01847 892303
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HERE was a time
when flagstones
from the north coast
of Caithness were
transported to pave

the streets of cities from Sydney in
Australia to Montevideo in Uruguay.

Long renowned for its attractive,
hard-wearing qualities which have
seen it described as the county’s
“most versatile and durable natural
resource”, the local flagstone
was traditionally used for paving,
dyking and roofing until landowner
and entrepreneur Sheriff James
Traill saw its potential and built a
worldwide industry on it.

In the 1820s at Castlehill he
founded a commercial operation
which, at its peak, employed as
many as 500 workers with up to
35,000 tons of flagstone being
produced annually until production
ceased in the 1920s.

You can find out about the heyday
of the flagstone trade and many
other aspects of local life at the
award-winning Castlehill Heritage
Centre, located in a former farm
steading and dairy.

It is run by Castletown Heritage
Society, a voluntary group
dedicated to promoting the history
and culture of the area. Its members
organise a wide range of workshops
and interactive sessions, often
aimed at preserving vernacular skills
from drystone dyking to spinning
and weaving.

Each November, CHS stages a
traditional Bothy Night featuring
local artistes. The Castlehill
Archaeological Research Facility,
located within the centre, has a
viewing gallery where visitors can

see the work being carried out.
One of the highlights of the past

year was the re-enactment of an
Edwardian concert held exactly
100 years before in the village hall.

Over the past year, CHS has been
working with Caithness Astronomy
Group to have the heritage centre
officially designated as a “Dark
Sky Discovery Site”. This came to
fruition in October when the centre
was announced as one of 18 new
sites to be so designated – and the
only one north of Inverness.
Stargazing events run by the

astronomy group featured strongly
throughout the year, culminating
with participation in the BBC’s
Stargazing Live series of events with
Castehill featured on BBC Alba.

There was also the unveiling
of the centre’s latest exhibit – a
1941 Rolls-Royce Merlin engine
which had been recovered by the
late Bob Falconer and his friend
Lewis Sinclair from a Hurricane
fighter plane that was based at RAF
Castletown during World War Two.

The plane had crashed into the
moss in the middle of Caithness
during a training exercise. The
engine is on loan to Castletown
Heritage Society pending the
establishment of a suitable location
for its display by Halkirk Heritage
and Vintage Motor Society.

Another special event in 2012,
devised by chairwoman Muriel
Murray, was an Olympic day
which encouraged children to learn
about the heritage of their local
environment. Youngsters were
invited to visit five local venues and
at each one they would take part in a
challenge to earn an “Olympic” ring.

The past
year has also
seen the world
premiere of a
short film as
part of the Wild
North Festival.
It had been
made during
the course of
the previous
two days by
participants
at a video-
making

workshop run at Castlehill by
brothers Toby and Fionn Watts.

Continuing its theme of an annual
science-based event, the society
hosted a hands-on workshop
where children designed and built
their own automaton!

Although there is free entry for
visitors to Castlehill Heritage Centre
(donations welcome), the society
does charge for most workshops
and some activity days – details are
always advertised in advance.

The centre, which has an
attractive heritage garden, is
open all year except Christmas Day
and New Year’s Day on Wednesday,
Saturday and Sunday afternoons (2-

4pm); other times by arrangement.
See www.castletownheritage.co.uk

A well-established Flagstone
Heritage Trail goes round the
remnants of the flagstone works
and there’s a series of interpretive
information boards. This scenic
walk allows you to see former
quarry workers’ cottages and the
historic wind-pump tower, while
nature lovers may also note some
distinctive wild flowers and bird
life along the route.

Castletown itself is an attractive
village on the fringes of Dunnet Bay,
roughly halfway between Thurso and
the Castle of Mey, and offers a good
standard of hotel accommodation.
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Castlehill Heritage Centre.

Photo: Neil Buchan / Castletown Heritage Society

Castletown

Bothy Night with

local band Clapshot.

Photo: Neil Buchan /
Castletown Heritage

Society

A night-time shot

featuring the

heritage centre

signboard with the

Milky Way beyond.
Photo: Stewart Watt
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UNBEATH has a
literary claim to fame
as the home village
of Neil Gunn, one of
the most important
Scottish authors

of the 20th century. Its alluring
landscape of sea, harbour, river
and strath inspired such acclaimed
novels as Highland River and The
Silver Darlings.

The old school building where
Gunn was a pupil over 100 years
ago now serves as the local
heritage centre, run by Dunbeath
Preservation Trust. This is the
focal point for the area’s wealth of
cultural and natural history, and
a recent extension showcases

some of the area’s archaeological
treasures. The centre has been
awarded full museum status by
the Museums and Galleries
Commission.

Gunn’s legacy is given due
prominence and visitors can see the
old Corona typewriter on which his
wife Daisy transcribed the author’s
manuscripts. The main exhibition
area features a floor-map based
on the winding Dunbeath Water
– immortalised in Gunn’s Highland
River.

Here the visitor can share the
author’s sense of wonder at a
buzzard circling above: “From high
overhead the river in its strath must
look like a mighty serpent, the tip of

its tail behind the mountain, its open
mouth to the sea.”

The bright colours of the floor-map
are offset by a series of huge black-
and-white photographic prints
representing a journey to the source
of the river: the remote Loch Braigh
na h-Aibhne. One side of the main
exhibition room is dominated by a
blue glass installation incorporating
elements of Dunbeath’s natural
environment and the imprint made
by the earliest human inhabitants.

Lining up below a giant
photographic image of Wag Hill
is a tableau of three-dimensional
figures representing key periods in
local history, from
Norse invader to
herring fisherman.
They are known
collectively as
“Shadows of My
Past”.

Taking pride
of place in the
extension are
Neolithic, Bronze
Age and Viking-
era artefacts on
loan from National
Museums Scotland.
Also on display
are trophies from
the Dunbeath
Highland Games, a
panel of old school
photographs and a
replica of the Dunbeath Castle yett
(gate), while the extension houses
a museum archive store and a
research room.

Another floor-map has been laid
out in stone in the shape of an Iron
Age “wag”, while nearby are two
strikingly colourful stained-glass
windows designed by Edinburgh
artist Kate Henderson. One is an
interpretation of an eighth-century
brooch, while the other is inspired
by various historical texts relating to
Dunbeath.

There are many books for sale on
subjects of local interest, including
archaeology.

The centre’s elevated position
offers sweeping views of the village
and the strath: the house where
Neil Gunn was born, the mill,
the Dunbeath Broch, Chapel Hill
(site of an early monastery known

as the House of Peace) and distant
Cnoc na Maranaich with its lonely
standing stone.

Events based at Dunbeath
Heritage Centre include the Neil
Gunn “Light in the North” festival
in November and guided walks.

The preservation trust owns and
maintains a number of historic
buildings including the harbour
storehouses, bothy and ice house
which provide a lasting reminder of
the village’s role in the 19th-century
herring boom.

Dunbeath Heritage Centre (www.
dunbeath-heritage.org.uk) is open
every day except Saturday from

10am to 5pm
between April
and September,
and Monday to
Friday from 11am
to 3pm the rest
of the year. There
is a modest entry
fee, with children
admitted free of
charge.

The centre is
just off the A9
in the village
of Dunbeath
and is clearly
signposted from
the main road.

Enter a bygone
era of rural
life by visiting

Laidhay Croft Museum, just north
of Dunbeath. Within these sturdy
whitewashed walls, under a rush-
thatched roof, there are countless
reminders of the far north’s rich rural
heritage.

The building dates back to a
time when crofting families and
their livestock coexisted in close
proximity, and indeed the Laidhay
“longhouse” incorporates both
stable and byre. On display are
dairy utensils, horse harness and
other equipment that would have
been essential to the running of the
croft. The house contains traditional
box-beds as well as furniture, linen
and small but equally fascinating
artefacts from a long-lost way of life.

There is ample parking space and
a tearoom. Laidhay is open daily
from June until the end of October,
with a small admission charge.
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Dunbeath Strath
runs through an

alluring landscape.
Photo: Alan Hendry

Statue of Kenn,
the young hero of
Neil Gunn’s novel
Highland River, at
Dunbeath harbour.
Photo: Alan Hendry

Dunbeath-
born author 
Neil Gunn.

Dunbeath

Open: April - September: Sunday - Friday
October - March: Monday - Friday

Accredited museum and research centre,
you can contemplate the remarkable 7th-
century Ballachly Stone in its ‘shrine room’
or use our genealogical records to trace
your own local heritage.
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OME of the finest
trout lochs in
northern Scotland
are just waiting to
be discovered
amid the beautiful,
gently rolling

landscape of Caithness.
The quality of the fishing in these

scattered, sparkling waters
is rivalled only by the scenic
surroundings and the pleasing
sense of solitude awaiting you.

Once you’ve been kitted out with
tackle and been allocated a boat,
you can take advantage of expert
advice and instruction from local
instructors and ghillies.

Local angling writer Bruce
Sandison has sung the praises of
far north fisheries in many of his
books. “Few areas in Europe can
match the diversity and quality
of trout fishing in Caithness and
north Sutherland,” he maintains.
“There is an endless array of
wonderful lochs set amid some
of the most dramatic scenery in
Scotland.”

He describes Loch Watten as
“one of Scotland’s finest fisheries”.
Located in the heart of the county,
Watten is a shallow, marl loch
some three miles long and up to
half a mile wide.

The nearby Loch Scarmclate
is effectively a nursery for its more
famous neighbour. Other well-
known trout waters in Caithness
include Calder (the county’s

largest and deepest loch), near
Halkirk; Toftingall, not far from
Watten; St John’s, near Dunnet;
and, a few miles farther south,
Loch Heilen.

Traditional “loch-style” fishing
is the preferred method locally,
with teams of two to four wet flies
employed on a fast retrieved
floating line. There’s also the

option of dry fly angling on a
floating line with a slower retrieve.

When boat fishing, “dapping”
a large single dry fly on a long rod
can sometimes bring success.

For most of the Caithness trout
waters, a light carbon-fibre
9-10ft rod with tip to middle action
will be the best choice. Traditional
flies recommended in this area

include the Zulu, Soldier Palmer,
Ke He, Wickham’s Fancy,
Butcher and Kate McLaren.

Caithness is also a popular
choice for sea anglers, venturing
into the unpredictable Pentland
Firth or the wide expanse of
Dunnet Bay, and salmon anglers
who might try their luck on the
Thurso, Forss and Wick rivers.

OR a truly traditional
Scottish day out
there’s nothing
to beat the
kilt-swinging,
bagpipe-skirling,

caber-tossing excitement of the
Highland Games.

And it’s a source of pride to
Caithness that the biggest and best
annual gathering in the north
of Scotland is held in the village of
Halkirk.

Every July the Halkirk Highland

Games attracts crowds of up to
5,000 to see kilted strongmen
battling it out for big-money prizes
in the traditional heavy events,
from tossing the caber to putting
the shot, as well as the eagerly
anticipated eight-man tug-of-war
contest.

Halkirk’s senior status on
the games circuit is such that it
stages two Scottish national
championship events – throwing
the 28lb weight for distance and
the 2,000 metres cycle race – and

world records have been
created there in the 22lb
hammer and 56lb weight
for height.

Aside from the
heavyweights there’s
Highland dancing, piping,
athletics, cycling, clay pigeon
shooting, novelty races, a baby
show... and the bonus of not one but
two clan gatherings!

Halkirk hosts the annual
get-togethers of clans Gunn and
Sinclair, and both have hospitality

tents at
the games where

holidaymakers with Caithness
roots might just find some clues to
their Gunn or Sinclair ancestors.

The 2013 Halkirk Highland
Games will be held on Saturday
July 27.

Look out too for the Mey Games,
with its royal connections.

OR a truly traditional 
Scottish day out 
there’s nothing 
to beat the 
kilt-swinging
bagpipe-skirling

caber-tossing excitement of the 

OME of the 
trout lochs
northern Scotland 
are just waiting to 
be discovered 
amid the beautiful, 
gently rolling 

landscape of Caithness.

F

S

OR a truly traditional Games attracts crowds of up to world records have been OR a truly traditional 

tents at 
the games where 

holidaymakers with Caithness 
roots might just find some clues to 

world records have been 
created there in the 22lb 

56lb weight

world records have been 

HighlandGames

Angling

Heavy athletes lining up for
the 2012 Halkirk Highland

Games. Photo: Ann-Marie
Jones / Northern Studios

Sunset over
Loch Watten,
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north’s best
trout lochs.
Photo: Alan
Hendry



40

HERE’S a lot of
history to discover
in Sutherland –
3,000 million years
of it, in fact.

That’s how old
the rocks are in the North West
Highlands Geopark, a craggy,
mountainous landscape that has
been described as one of the last
truly wild places in Europe.

You can investigate the
remarkable geology of the far
north-west in a family-friendly
way at the Knockan Crag earth
science site. Nearby, south of
Inchnadamph, a short walk up
a limestone valley will lead you
to the Bone Caves – an ancient
series of caverns where the bones
of polar bears, reindeer, wolves
and arctic foxes have been
discovered, relics of the Ice Age.

Assynt Visitor Centre at
Lochinver sets the scene for
the fascinating geology and
remarkable wildlife of the area
and has CCTV cameras on a local
heronry.

Up on the north coast there’s
another famous cave, one that
has helped establish Durness
as an enduringly popular holiday
destination. Smoo Cave has an
entrance 100ft wide and a wooden
walkway allows you to view an
inner chamber where the Allt
Smoo burn falls from a gap in the
roof. There are boat tours of Smoo
Cave throughout the summer.

Durness boasts a beautiful
stretch of golden sands, while the
delightful diversity of Balnakeil
Craft Village adds to the area’s
appeal. There’s also a John Lennon
memorial garden commemorating
the former Beatle’s connection
with Durness; Lennon spent
many childhood holidays there
and it is thought to have been the
inspiration for his song “In My
Life”, lyrics from which are featured
in a set of three standing stones
within the garden.

Along the coast at Strathnaver
Museum you can learn about
the infamous Sutherland
Clearances of the early 19th
century when families were forced
from the land to make way for
sheep-farming. The museum (open
from April to October; closed
Sundays) is also the starting point
for the Strathnaver Trail, linking
29 archaeological sites ranging
from Neolithic cairns to pre-
Clearance townships.

All along the north coast there
are wonderful beaches, including
those at Bettyhill, Coldbackie,
Melvich and Strathy.

Lochinver and Kinlochbervie
are attractive fishing villages on
the west coast but the principal
communities of this vast, sparsely
populated county are located over
in the east.

The Royal Burgh of Dornoch
– Sutherland’s only town – is
famed for its championship golf
course, which has been rated
among the top 20 in the world.
Dornoch’s other attractions
include its 13th-century
cathedral, its courthouse and
old town jail (now a gallery and
craft shop) and its award-winning
sandy beach.

Dominating the landscape
around Golspie is a huge statue
of the 1st Duke of Sutherland
– known locally as “the Mannie” –
on the summit of the 1,300ft Ben
Bhraggie.

Past meets present here as
Highland Wildcat mountain-
bike trails have been developed
in the surrounding landscape,
giving a big boost to activity-based
tourism in the process. Indeed,
Highland Wildcat has been voted
the best destination in Britain by a
leading mountain-bike magazine.

Just outside Golspie, the
fairytale Dunrobin Castle –
resembling a French chateau
with its conical spires – stands
above a magnificent garden

that took its inspiration from the
Palace of Versailles near Paris.
Dunrobin has 189 rooms and is
one of Britain’s oldest continuously
inhabited houses, dating back to
the early 1300s. It was home to
the earls and, later, the dukes of
Sutherland.

Away from the grandeur of
the castle’s interior, there is a
museum within the grounds
containing an intriguing mix of

safari souvenirs, archaeological
relics and other artefacts. Visitors
to Dunrobin can also watch
falconry displays.

Not far from Dunrobin,
signposted on the other side of
the A9, is the Big Burn – a short
walking route through woodland
and up a gorge, ending in a
waterfall.

At Brora, the village heritage
centre has exhibits on the local
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The beautiful
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Translocation 1813-2013
Bicentenary of the kildonan Clearances

kildonan riots

new Museum displays

longhouse excavation

and Virtual reconstruction

shinty Match

sock sampler

Translocation Festival 2-18 august 

Commemoration of kildonan Clearances
Festival programme
available soon at

www.timespan.org.uk
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Glengolly Bed & Breakfast
Durness

Centrally situated within the village.

Come and see Border Collies at work.

self Catering accommodation beside the

Kyle of Durness also available for hire.

Contact Martin on

01971 511255

Email martin@glengolly.com • www.glengolly.com

Come and explore this beautiful area
shore park

Friday 26th july

Come and enjoy the friendly

Games

Chieftain:
ronnie lansley

Secretary:
Mark Manning 01971 511338

DURNESS
HIGHLAND

GATHERING

Old Kyle House – Sleeps 6
old kyle house is a newly renovated traditional cottage that offers

comfortable accommodation in a beautiful setting on the shores of

the kyle of durness. old kyle house is close to the passenger ferry

for Cape Wrath with it’s spectacular Clo Mhor cliffs. alternatively you

can just chill out and enjoy the peace and tranquillity that abound in

this beautiful area of north West sutherland.

We can arrange ‘all in’ packages incorporating accommodation and

fishing on the famous limestone lochs.

Ground Floor: Fully equipped kitchen, lounge/dining room, Twin

Bedded room with private bathroom/shower room First Floor: 2

Twin Bedded rooms each with their own private shower linen and

towels provided. electric Coin Meter. electric heating throughout.

www.keoldaleaccommodation.co.uk

For more details contact Martin Mackay 01971 511255

Cape Wrath

. 
Mr James Mather Tel 01971 511284

Mobile: 07742670196
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whisky, coal and wool industries
as well as a display by Clyne
Heritage Society.
Continuing north, the Timespan

heritage museum and arts
centre in Helmsdale has
historical exhibits, a storytelling
room, a gallery, a riverside
café and a garden of herbs and
flowers.

You can discover the intriguing
story of the 1868 gold rush in
the nearby Strath of Kildonan
and find out more about the
19th-century Clearances.
Timespan and the Helmsdale
community will be commemorating
the bicentenary of the Kildonan
clearances in a special project
this August.

Sutherland’s inland attractions
include the Falls of Shin Visitor
Centre which features high-quality

shopping, a restaurant, walking
trails and a viewing platform to
see salmon leaping in season.
At Forsinard, a visitor centre run

by the RSPB provides information
on the peatlands and bog pools
of Caithness and Sutherland and
the rare species found in this
internationally important habitat.
Visitors can venture into the Flow
Country on the Dubh Lochan
Trail, a circular route made out of
flagstones which takes you across
part of the moor. A self-guided
leaflet is available.
The far north peatlands are

studded with shining bog pools –
dubh lochans – where bogbean
flowers bloom in spring. The
vast moorland is covered in bog
mosses and lichens, with the
beautifully scented bog myrtle on
drier areas and carnivorous plants

Dunrobin
Castle and
gardens.

Get close to
puffins on
Handa island.

Dunrobin Castle,
Golspie. Picture:

Alan Hendry

Halladale inn
- Melvich -

Tel: 01641 531282

• For Good Quality Home
Cooked Food

• Friendly Atmosphere
• Welcoming Staff
• Bookings Taken
• Parties Catered For
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such as sundew and butterwort
waiting to attract passing insects.
The birdlife is equally abundant,

with species such as golden
plover, hen harrier and
greenshank breeding there
during the summer. Look out too
for dippers and dunlin.
The best way to understand

what the peatlands are all about,
and to see the plants, bird
habitats and creepy-crawlies up
close, is to join RSPB staff on one
of their guided walks during the
summer season.
Forsinard is alongside the

A897 Helmsdale/Melvich road
and is on the railway line between
Wick/Thurso and Inverness.
Other aspects of the

Sutherland environment can
be explored at Lairg, where
the Ord Archaeological Trail
covers Bronze Age house sites,
Neolithic cairns and evidence
ofmedieval cultivation. The
Ferrycroft Visitor Centre further
examines man’s influence on the
land.
Sandwood Bay is reputed

to be the most remote beach
on mainland Britain – but those
willing to set off on the four-mile
hike across the moorland are
rewarded by the sight of one of
the most beautiful expanses
of shoreline in the whole of the
Highlands.
Themile-long stretch of sand,

guarded by the tall sea-stack
of Am Buachaille, lies about
five miles south of Cape Wrath
on Sutherland’s remote north-
west coast. The bay is part of
the Sandwood Estate, owned
and managed by the wild land
conservation charity the John
Muir Trust.
The walk to Sandwood begins

at Blairmore, north-west of
Kinlochbervie on the single-track
B801, where there is a parking
area. The route goes past the
freshwater Sandwood Loch,
tucked behind the dunes.
Various legends and mysteries

are associated with Sandwood.
A local farmer claimed to have

encountered amermaid there in
1900, while the ghost of a sailor
from a shipwrecked Spanish
Armada galleon was said to
appear on stormy nights, knocking
on the windows of an old cottage
above the bay.
The village of Scourie, in the

parish of Eddrachilles, is an ideal
base for exploring the far north-
west.
It is said that palm trees,

Highland cattle and red-
throated and black-throated
divers can all be seen from the
foreshore here, depending on the
season – giving Scourie a unique
claim to fame!
Just off the coast lies Handa

Island, one of Britain’s most
important breeding grounds for
a range of seabirds including
puffins, guillemots, fulmars,
razorbills and skuas.
Until the 1840s Handa had

more than 60 residents, but
the 1848 potato famine led to
migration to Canada for many
islanders and it has generally
remained uninhabited ever since.
The island is a Scottish

Wildlife Trust nature reserve
and it is manned throughout the
summer by volunteer wardens
who base themselves in the
island’s small bothy. Visitors can
reach Handa via a boat service
from Tarbet, near Scourie.
The stunning North West

Highlands Geopark forms part of
a worldwide network of territories
defined by their outstanding
geological features, forward-
thinking communities and unique
natural heritage.
The geopark takes in around

2000 square kilometres of
mountain, peatland, beach,
forest and coastline from
Wester Ross to the north coast of
Sutherland.
Its eastern boundary follows

theMoine Thrust zone, an
internationally significant
geological structure that
helped 19th-century geologists
understand how the world’s great
mountain ranges were formed.

Find out more about the
geopark at www.northwest-
highlands-geopark.org.uk
The area containsKnockan

Crag, giving an insight into one of
the oldest landscapes in Europe. It

is situated some 13miles north of
Ullapool. Find out more at
www.knockan-crag.co.uk

A boat trip

through

Smoo Cave.

Dubh Lochan

Trail at RSPB

Forsinard.

Falconry

displays at

Dunrobin

Castle.

Helmsdale with its prominent

statue, The Emigrants.

Photos: Alan Hendry
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Barony Mills, operated by Birsay
Heritage Trust is the last working water
mill in Orkney. The Mill is open as a
tourist attraction in summer May to
September, seven days a week 10am
to 1pm and 2pm to 5pm. Admission
free but donations welcome.

We have plenty of beremeal and oatmeal for sale and provide recipes so you
know what to do with the meal. We grind the meal during the winter months
and the machinery can be seen operating in the summer. We also grind wheat
flour and all grain is Orkney grown.

Guided tours available or look around as you want. Large parties
should book.

Phone 01856 721439 during open hours
or 01856 721309 or 01856 771276 at other times.

Barony Mills

orkney islands council

We operates three well maintained hostels in Orkney.
The Hoy Centre and Rackwick Hostel are located on
the island of Hoy and the Birsay Hostel is located on
the Orkney Mainland.

There are two camping and caravan sites on the
Orkney Mainland, one at the Birsay Hostel and one at
the Point of Ness in Stromness. Both are suitable for
tents, caravans and motor homes

For bookings
please contact
01856 873535

Joint ticket
with

Skara Brae

Explore the home of the man who unearthed Skara Brae.

Discover tales of

Smugglers, Bishops,

Captain Cook and

the bodies under the

stairs. Experience

a family home as it

was in the 1950s.

Enjoy the items collected by the twelve Lairds of Skaill

and take home a souvenir from our Gift Shop.

Open 9.30am
to 5.30pm

(last entry 5pm)

gift shop
disabled access

wedding
and

conference facilities

Skaill House, Breckness Estate
Sandwick, Orkney KW16 3LR

Tel: 01856 841501
Fax: 01856 841668

info@skaillhouse.com
www.skaillhouse.com

open from 1st april

to 31st october

9.30am to 5.30pm

(October - last entry 4.15pm

house closes 4.30pm)

gift shop
disabled access
wedding facilities

Skaill House, Breckness Estate
Sandwick, Orkney KW16 3LR

Tel: 01856 841501
Fax: 01856 841668

info@skaillhouse.co.uk
www.skaillhouse.co.uk

Come and discover the extraordinary story of
how local farmer Ronnie Simison uncovered a
Stone Age tomb and Bronze Age site on his land.
Handle neolithic artefacts in the visitor centre.
Explore the remarkable sites in your own time,
andtakeinspectacularviewsalongthecoastalwalk.
For a relaxed visit, allow 1 1/2 - 2 hours.
Why notmake a day of it?
There’s plenty to see and do in the area: art and craft
galleries, Orkney fossils, wartime history including
the Churchill Barriers and Italian Chapel, as well as
the conservation village of St Margaret’s Hope.
A selection of cafes, hotels and restaurants offer
local produce and a friendly welcome.
30mindrive fromKirkwall, 10min fromStMargaret’sHope.

Open:March 10 am -12 noon, Apr - Sep 9.30 am - 5.30pm
Oct 9.30am -12.30pm and Nov - Feb by arrangement.
Admission charge.
Visitor centre talksprovideagoodall-weather experience.

Visitor centre exhibitions & gift shop
Stone Age and Bronze Age sites

Wildflower Trail and Coastal Walk
NEW ‘Mesolithic Orkney’ room

A unique hands on link to the past

01856 831339 www.tomboftheeagles.co.uk info@tomboftheeagles.co.uk
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RKNEY is within
easy reach
of Caithness,
with regular
sailings across

the Pentland Firth – either by
passenger ferry from John O’Groats
or on one of the two vehicle ferries
that operate out of Scrabster and
Gills Bay.

Those who venture onto its
shores will be rewarded with an
unforgettable range of experiences,
from the mysteries of the ancient
past to the lively culture of its
modern-day communities.

You can explore more than
5,000 years of history at Skara
Brae and other prehistoric sites
before fast-forwarding to the
present and immersing yourself in
the islands’ renowned hospitality
– whether attending one of the
annual music festivals or simply
enjoying the crack in a cosy pub or
at a ceilidh.

Orkney is an archipelago of
about 70 islands, 21 of which are
inhabited and linked by a network
of ferry services. The combination
of spectacular scenery, friendly
people, abundant wildlife and
outstanding natural produce
makes it an ideal holiday
destination.

The principal communities of
Kirkwall and Stromness are on
the Orkney Mainland. Kirkwall,
the capital, is dominated by the red
sandstone edifice of St Magnus
Cathedral, founded in 1137,
where the islands’ own saint was
buried after being treacherously
slain by his cousin.

The nearby Orkney Museum at
Tankerness House tells the story
of the islands from the Stone Age
to the 21st century. The museum
has a large photographic archive
and a programme of temporary
exhibitions.

The Pickaquoy Centre is
Orkney’s largest community and

leisure facility. It plays host to an
impressive range of arts festivals,
musical events, exhibitions,
conferences and sporting
competitions, providing enjoyment
for all ages and abilities.

Kirkwall is also the home of the
multi-award-winning Highland
Park malt whisky, and the
distillery – the most northerly in the
world – has its own visitor centre.

The smaller town of Stromness
is full of charm, with its narrow
streets and its excellent museum
packed with maritime exhibits,
while the Pier Arts Centre is a
focal point for the local artistic
community.

With acclaimed jewellery,
knitting and weaving, pottery,
designer knitwear and
traditional furniture, the arts
and crafts inspired by the Orkney
landscape and culture have a
special quality.

Long before the Egyptians
built their Pyramids, the Ring of
Brodgar, the Standing Stones of
Stenness and the burial cairn of
Maeshowe were all constructed
on the Orkney Mainland. In a
massive feat of engineering, the
entrance of Maeshowe was sited
so that on the shortest day of
the year the sun would enter the
cairn’s main passage and strike
the back wall.

The settlement of Skara Brae
near the Bay of Skaill is another
prehistoric wonder, uncovered
during a storm in 1850. Sand had
preserved a series of workshops
and houses furnished in Stone
Age fashion with beds, shelves,
dressers and tables. There are
eight dwellings altogether, linked
by a series of covered passages.
Radiocarbon dating has confirmed
that the settlement dates from the
late Neolithic period.

Visitors to Skara Brae can also
tour the carefully restored Skaill
House, a mansion containing

many items collected during the
lives of the 12 lairds of Skaill.

Skara Brae was awarded World
Heritage Site status along with
Maeshowe and other important
sites in the area, known collectively
as Orkney’s Neolithic Heartland.

Other attractions in Orkney
include the Iron Age settlement
and broch at Gurness, the
Tomb of the Eagles on South
Ronaldsay and the beautiful little
Italian Chapel at Lamb Holm.

The chapel was painstakingly
assembled from scrap material
during World War Two by Italian
prisoners, and the story of its

construction is a truly inspiring one.
The south islands of Lamb

Holm, Burray, Glims Holm
and South Ronaldsay were
joined by a series of causeways
known as the Churchill Barriers
because of the German threat to
the British fleet based at Scapa
Flow, Orkney’s massive natural
anchorage.

You can discover more about
the islands’ vital wartime role in
the Scapa Flow Visitor Centre at
Lyness on Hoy.

On the other side of this island
is the Old Man of Hoy, Orkney’s
most distinctive natural feature – a
spectacular 449ft sea-stack.
Hoy takes its name from the Old
Norse for “high island” and some
of the biggest cliffs in Britain
can be found here, along with
Orkney’s highest point at Ward
Hill.

Close to the bouldery shore of
Rackwick Bay is a rock-cut tomb
known as the Dwarfie Stane,
similar to Neolithic or Bronze Age
tombs around the Mediterranean.

The outer islands are well
worth a visit as each has its own
character.

To the north there’s Shapinsay,
Rousay, Egilsay, Wyre, Westray,
Eday, Sanday, Stronsay, Papa
Westray and North Ronaldsay,
while to the south of the Mainland
you’ll find Graemsay and Flotta
as well as Hoy.
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The Old Man

of Hoy. Picture:
David Woods /
Fotolia

The Stromness

waterfront. Picture:
Kevin George / Fotolia

The Italian Chapel

on Lamb Holm.

The prehistoric village

of Skara Brae.
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